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MCQ - 16.05.2020 

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding the Defence Testing Infrastructure 

Scheme (DTIS) 

1. The Scheme envisages to set up new test facilities in partnership with private industry 

2. The projects under the Scheme will be provided with up to 100 percent government 

funding in the form of ‘Grant-in-Aid’ 

3. The Scheme is limited to setting up Test Facilities only in the Defence Industrial 

Corridors (DICs)  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 3 only  

Ans: B 

Explanation 

 In order to give a boost to domestic defence and aerospace manufacturing, Defence 

Minister has approved the launch of Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme (DTIS) with an 

outlay of Rs 400 crore for creating state of the art testing infrastructure for the sector 

 Statement 1 is correct: The Scheme would run for the duration of five years and 

envisages to set up six to eight new test facilities in partnership with private industry. 

This will facilitate indigenous defence production, consequently reduce imports of 

military equipment and help make the country self-reliant. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: The projects under the Scheme will be provided with up to 75 

percent government funding in the form of ‘Grant-in-Aid’. The remaining 25 per cent of 
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the project cost will have to be borne by the Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) whose 

constituents will be Indian private entities and State Governments 

 The SPVs under the Scheme will be registered under Companies Act 2013 and shall also 

operate and maintain all assets under the Scheme, in a self-sustainable manner by 

collecting user charges.  

 Statement 3 is incorrect: The equipment/systems tested will be certified as per 

appropriate accreditation. While majority of test facilities are expected to come up in the 

two Defence Industrial Corridors (DICs), the Scheme is not limited to setting up Test 

Facilities in the DICs only. 

Defence Industrial Corridors (DICs) 

 In pursuance to the budget announcement (2018-19), it has been decided to set up two 

Defence Industrial Corridors in the Country, one in Uttar Pradesh and another in Tamil 

Nadu.   

 Subsequently, six nodes in Uttar Pradesh Defence Corridor viz. Agra, Aligarh, 

Chitrakoot, Jhansi, Kanpur and Lucknow have been identified.  Similarly, for Tamil Nadu 

Defence Corridor, five nodes viz.  Chennai, Coimbatore, Hosur, Salem and Tiruchirappalli 

have been identified 

 Setting up of Defence Industrial Corridors would catalyse indigenous production of 

defence and aerospace related items, thereby reducing our reliance on imports and 

promoting export of these items to other countries.   

 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1624118 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-gives-nod-for-defence-testing-

infrastructure-scheme/article31595973.ece 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/rajnath-singh-approves-setting-up-of-

testing-facilities-for-domestic-defence-industry/story-7IYTvx6jGJ0NWumqhMVNJN.html 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1624118
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-gives-nod-for-defence-testing-infrastructure-scheme/article31595973.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-gives-nod-for-defence-testing-infrastructure-scheme/article31595973.ece
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/rajnath-singh-approves-setting-up-of-testing-facilities-for-domestic-defence-industry/story-7IYTvx6jGJ0NWumqhMVNJN.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/rajnath-singh-approves-setting-up-of-testing-facilities-for-domestic-defence-industry/story-7IYTvx6jGJ0NWumqhMVNJN.html


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

(IAS Academy by IAS Officers) 

3 
Plot No: 935,6

th
 Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

 

 

2. If you want to see gharials in their natural habitat, which one of the following is 

the best place to visit? 

a) Bhitarkanika Mangroves 

b) Chambal River 

c) Pulicat Lake 

d) Deepor Beel 

Ans: B 

Explanation 

 Gharial prefers deep fast flowing rivers, however adult gharial have also been observed in 

still water branches of rivers and in comparatively velocity-free aquatic environments of 

deepholes at river bends and confluences.  

 Historically, gharial were found in the river system of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and 

southern part of Bhutan and Nepal. Today they survive only in the waters of India and 

Nepal.  

 The surviving population can be found within the tributaries of the Ganges river system: 

Girwa (Uttar Pradesh), Son (Madhya Pradesh), Ramganga (Uttarakhand), Gandak (Bihar), 

Chambal (Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan) and Mahanadi (Orissa) 

 Gharials are critically endangered in the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature Red List of Species. The species is also listed under Schedule I of the Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972 

Conservation Issues 

 Dam, barrages, and water abstraction adversely affects gharial by turning suitable river 

habitats into marginal/ unsuitable lakes, and by altering the quantity and quality of 

water available to downstream river sections.  

 Gharial, with its long, toothy rostrum is particularly vulnerable to entanglement in 

fishing nets, where it is frequently trapped underwater and drowns.  
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 River bed cultivation threatens gharial survival by alienating them from the terrestrial 

component of its habitat leading to desertion and migration.  

 Sustained mining activity may destroy vital basking and nesting sites and may also 

result in direct mortality of eggs during the nesting season 

 

 Recently, Forty gharials (Gavialis gangeticus) were released in the Ghaghara river by the 

Bahraich forest division of Uttar Pradesh, amid the nationwide lockdown due to the 

novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 

 The Ghaghara acts as an important aquatic corridor for gharials in Uttar Pradesh. The 

river is a major left bank tributary of the Ganges.  

 The Ghaghara is one of the cleanest rivers of India as there is hardly any pollution. 

Gharials are a good indicator of clean river water 

 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/40-gharials-released-in-

ghaghara-river-amid-lockdown-71119 

https://www.wwfindia.org/about_wwf/priority_species/threatened_species/gharial/ 

 

3. Which of the following are the members of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

(SCO)? 

1. Japan 

2. India  

3. Turkmenistan 

4. Russia 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/40-gharials-released-in-ghaghara-river-amid-lockdown-71119
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/40-gharials-released-in-ghaghara-river-amid-lockdown-71119
https://www.wwfindia.org/about_wwf/priority_species/threatened_species/gharial/
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c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 2 and 4 only 

Ans: D 

Explanation 

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a permanent intergovernmental 

international organisation, the creation of which was announced on 15 June 2001 in 

Shanghai (China) by the Republic of Kazakhstan, the People's Republic of China, the 

Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan, and the Republic 

of Uzbekistan. It was preceded by the Shanghai Five mechanism. 

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Charter was signed during the St.Petersburg SCO 

Heads of State meeting in June 2002, and entered into force on 19 September 2003. This is 

the fundamental statutory document which outlines the organisation's goals and 

principles, as well as its structure and core activities. 

 The historical meeting of the Heads of State Council of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation was held on 8-9 June 2017 in Astana. On the meeting the status of a full 

member of the Organization was granted to the Republic of India and the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan 

 The SCO's main goals are as follows: strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness 

among the member states; promoting their effective cooperation in politics, trade, the 

economy, research, technology and culture, as well as in education, energy, transport, 

tourism, environmental protection, and other areas; making joint efforts to maintain and 

ensure peace, security and stability in the region; and moving towards the establishment 

of a democratic, fair and rational new international political and economic order. 

 The Heads of State Council (HSC) is the supreme decision-making body in the SCO. It 

meets once a year and adopts decisions and guidelines on all important matters of the 

organisation. The SCO's official languages are Russian and Chinese. 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

(IAS Academy by IAS Officers) 

6 
Plot No: 935,6

th
 Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

 

 

 Thus, currently 

 the SCO comprises eight member states, namely the Republic of India, the Republic of 

Kazakhstan, the People's Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan, the Russian Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan, and the Republic of 

Uzbekistan 

 Recently, India’s External Affairs Minister took part in an extraordinary meeting of the 

Foreign Ministers of the eight member Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

including Pakistan and China and emphasised on cooperation to fight the deadly 

coronavirus including sharing of best practices. 

http://eng.sectsco.org/about_sco/ 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/shanghai-cooperation-

organisation-states-favour-action-plan-by-leaders-to-fight-covid-

19/articleshow/75722100.cms?from=mdr 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding the Employee Provident Fund (EPF) 

1. Companies with a minimum of 20 employees must maintain EPF accounts for their 

employees 

2. The provision of an EPF account is compulsory for employees with a salary of less than 

50000 

3. Both the employee and the employer need to contribute equally to the EPF account every 

month 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 2 only 

http://eng.sectsco.org/about_sco/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/shanghai-cooperation-organisation-states-favour-action-plan-by-leaders-to-fight-covid-19/articleshow/75722100.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/shanghai-cooperation-organisation-states-favour-action-plan-by-leaders-to-fight-covid-19/articleshow/75722100.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/shanghai-cooperation-organisation-states-favour-action-plan-by-leaders-to-fight-covid-19/articleshow/75722100.cms?from=mdr
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Ans: A 

Explanation 

Employee Provident Fund (EPF) 

 The Employee Provident Fund (EPF) is a scheme that helps people save up a sufficient 

corpus for retirement. The plan was introduced with the Employees Provident Funds 

Act in 1952 and is managed by the Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). 

 In this scheme, an employee has to contribute 12% of their basic income towards the 

fund every month.  

 Statement 3 is correct: The employer matches this amount with an equal contribution. 

When a person retires, he receives the total amount (personal as well as the employer's 

contribution) as a lump sum along with interest. As mentioned above, both the employee 

and the employer need to contribute equally to the EPF account every month 

 The EPF is regarded as a low-risk investment as the Government of India manages it and 

assures a fixed rate of return. 

 Statement 1 is correct: Companies with a minimum of 20 employees must maintain 

EPF accounts for their employees.  

 Statement 2 is incorrect: Also, the provision of an EPF account is compulsory for 

employees with a salary of less than 15000. And if a employee move from one job to 

another, they can transfer your EPF corpus easily. This is possible through the Universal 

Account Number. 

 According to the EPF Act, for claiming final PF settlement, one has to retire from service 

after attaining 55 years of age. The total EPF balance includes the employee’s 

contribution and that of the employer, along with the accrued interest 

 There is, however, a window to partially withdraw the amount for those nearing 

retirement. Anyone over 54 can withdraw up to 90 percent of the accumulated 

balance with interest 
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Universal Account Number (UAN) 

 The Universal Account Number (UAN) is a 12-digit number, allotted by the Employee 

Provident Fund Organisation to every employee having an EPF account. The UAN 

remains constant throughout the life of an employee and is portable. 

 The primary benefit under the UAN is that there is no need to withdraw the EPF when a 

person changes his job. He/she can transfer the EPF from an old employer to a new one 

quickly and without hassle.  

 The concept behind UAN is to have one account number for one subscriber, 

irrespective of the number of employers that the subscriber changes. So, once a person 

gets a UAN from the EPFO, it will remain the same in all his future jobs in organisations 

that are covered under the EPF scheme.  

 While the UAN number will remain the same, EPFO will give you a new member ID or an 

EPF account for every employer, which will be employer-specific 

 Recently, Union Finance Minister has announced reduction of statutory provident fund 

contribution by both employers and employees to 10 percent of basic wages from the 

existing 12 per cent for the next three months 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/earn/all-about-employees-provident-fund-

scheme/articleshow/58906943.cms?from=mdr 

https://www.livemint.com/Money/YX0uXYwwFmdfYJ2wHSQ79L/Heres-how-to-find-

your-PF-UAN-number.html 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/business-news/employers-employees-contribution-to-

epf-reduced-to-10-announces-fm-sitharaman/story-46nUQIcYoVndsRwS26uTyO.html 

https://www.epfindia.gov.in/site_docs/PDFs/UAN_PDFs/UAN_ForEmployers/FAQ-

Employer-July2015.pdf 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/earn/all-about-employees-provident-fund-scheme/articleshow/58906943.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/earn/all-about-employees-provident-fund-scheme/articleshow/58906943.cms?from=mdr
https://www.livemint.com/Money/YX0uXYwwFmdfYJ2wHSQ79L/Heres-how-to-find-your-PF-UAN-number.html
https://www.livemint.com/Money/YX0uXYwwFmdfYJ2wHSQ79L/Heres-how-to-find-your-PF-UAN-number.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/business-news/employers-employees-contribution-to-epf-reduced-to-10-announces-fm-sitharaman/story-46nUQIcYoVndsRwS26uTyO.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/business-news/employers-employees-contribution-to-epf-reduced-to-10-announces-fm-sitharaman/story-46nUQIcYoVndsRwS26uTyO.html
https://www.epfindia.gov.in/site_docs/PDFs/UAN_PDFs/UAN_ForEmployers/FAQ-Employer-July2015.pdf
https://www.epfindia.gov.in/site_docs/PDFs/UAN_PDFs/UAN_ForEmployers/FAQ-Employer-July2015.pdf
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5. The Second schedule of Indian Constitution contains provisions relating to the 

emoluments, allowances and privileges of 

1. The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India 

2. The President of India 

3. The Members of Parliament 

4. The Judges of the High Courts 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: B 

Explanation 

The Second schedule of Indian Constitution contains provisions relating to the 

emoluments, allowances, privileges and so on of 

 The President of India 

 The Governors of States 

 The Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

 The Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha 

 The Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in the states 

 The Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Legislative Council in the states 

 The Judges of the Supreme Court 

 The Judges of the High Courts 

 The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India 
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 President Ram Nath Kovind has decided to forgo 30% of his salary for the whole year 

apart from directing officials to adopt other austerity measures in the wake of the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 

Constitutional Provisions 

Article 59  

 59. Conditions of Presidents office 

(1) The President shall not be a member of either House of Parliament or of a House of 

the Legislature of any State, and if a member of either House of Parliament or of a House of 

the Legislature of any State be elected President, he shall be deemed to have vacated his 

seat in that House on the date on which he enters upon his office as President 

(2) The President shall not hold any other office of profit 

(3) The President shall be entitled without payment of rent to the use of his official 

residences and shall be also entitled to such emoluments, allowances and privileges as 

may be determined by Parliament by law and, until provision in that behalf is so made, 

such emoluments, allowances and privileges as are specified in the Second Schedule 

(4) The emoluments and allowances of the President shall not be diminished during 

his term of office 

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/858095/ 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-president-ram-nath-kovind-

takes-30-salary-cut-announces-austerity-measures-to-aid-covid-19-

fight/article31583448.ece 

 

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/858095/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-president-ram-nath-kovind-takes-30-salary-cut-announces-austerity-measures-to-aid-covid-19-fight/article31583448.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-president-ram-nath-kovind-takes-30-salary-cut-announces-austerity-measures-to-aid-covid-19-fight/article31583448.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-president-ram-nath-kovind-takes-30-salary-cut-announces-austerity-measures-to-aid-covid-19-fight/article31583448.ece

