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1. Which among the following statement is incorrect with respect to Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana (PM-JAY), a component under the Ayushman Bharat? 

a) PM-JAY is the world’s largest health insurance/ assurance scheme fully financed by the government 

and cost of implementation is shared between the Central and State Governments 

b)  It provides a cover of Rs. 5 lakhs per family per year for primary, secondary and tertiary healthcare 

care needs across public and private empanelled hospitals in India 

c) The households included are based on the deprivation and occupational criteria of Socio-Economic 

Caste Census 2011 for rural and urban areas respectively 

d) Benefits of the scheme are portable across the country i.e. a beneficiary can visit any empanelled 

public or private hospital in India to avail cashless treatment 

 

 

 

1.) Ans: B 

Explanation 

Ayushman Bharat 

● Ayushman Bharat, a flagship scheme of Government of India, was launched as recommended 

by the National Health Policy 2017, to achieve the vision of Universal Health Coverage (UHC) 

● This scheme aims to undertake path breaking interventions to holistically address the 

healthcare system (covering prevention, promotion and ambulatory care) at the primary, 

secondary and tertiary level.  

● Ayushman Bharat adopts a continuum of care approach, comprising of two inter-related 

components, which are  

Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs) 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) 

Health and Wellness Centers (HWCs) 

● In February 2018, the Government of India announced the creation of 1,50,000 Health and 

Wellness Centres (HWCs) by transforming the existing Sub Centres and Primary Health Centres 



● Health and Wellness Centers are envisaged to deliver an expanded range of services to address 

the primary health care needs of the entire population in their area, expanding access, 

universality and equity close to the community.  

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) 

● The second component under Ayushman Bharat is the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna or 

PM-JAY as it is popularly known 

● Option B is incorrect: Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY is the largest health assurance scheme in the 

world which aims at providing a health cover of Rs. 5 lakhs per family per year for secondary 

and tertiary care hospitalization (not for primary health care needs) to over 10.74 crores poor 

and vulnerable families (approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) that form the bottom 40% of the 

Indian population.  

● The households included are based on the deprivation and occupational criteria of 

Socio-Economic Caste Census 2011 (SECC 2011) for rural and urban areas respectively.  
● PM-JAY was earlier known as the National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS) before being 

rechristened.  

● It subsumed the then existing Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) which had been launched 

in 2008. The coverage mentioned under PM-JAY, therefore also includes families that were 

covered in RSBY but are not present in the SECC 2011 database. 

● PM-JAY is fully funded by the Government and cost of implementation is shared between the 

Central and State Governments 

Key Features of PM-JAY 

● PM-JAY is the world’s largest health insurance/ assurance scheme fully financed by the 

government 

● It provides a cover of Rs. 5 lakhs per family per year for secondary and tertiary care 

hospitalization across public and private empanelled hospitals in India. 

● Over 10.74 crore poor and vulnerable entitled families (approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) 

are eligible for these benefits. 

● PM-JAY provides cashless access to health care services for the beneficiary at the point of 

service, that is, the hospital. 

● It covers up to 3 days of pre-hospitalization and 15 days post-hospitalization expenses such as 

diagnostics and medicines. 

● There is no restriction on the family size, age or gender. 

● All pre–existing conditions are covered from day one 

● Benefits of the scheme are portable across the country i.e. a beneficiary can visit any 

empanelled public or private hospital in India to avail cashless treatment. 

● Public hospitals are reimbursed for the healthcare services at par with the private hospitals. 

https://pmjay.gov.in/about/pmjay 

❖ Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY), the flagship health assurance 

scheme of the Government of India has recently marked 1 crore treatments. These treatments 

https://pmjay.gov.in/about/pmjay


worth Rs 13,412 crore have been provided through a growing network of 21,565 public and private 

empanelled hospitals 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/pmjay-ayushman-bharat-dr-harsh-vardhan-covid-in

dia-6423021/ 

 

 

 

 

2. Which of the following products have geographical indication (GI) tag in India? 

1. Kangra tea 

2. Nagpur Orange 

3. Rajasthani Daal-Bati-Churma 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3  

 

 

 

 

2.) Ans: A 

Explanation 

 

Geographical Indications 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/pmjay-ayushman-bharat-dr-harsh-vardhan-covid-india-6423021/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/pmjay-ayushman-bharat-dr-harsh-vardhan-covid-india-6423021/


● A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical origin 

and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin.  
● A GI is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product (handicrafts and industrial 

goods) originating from a definite geographical territory 

● Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially 

attributable to the place of its origin 

● Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the name to market similar 

products. It also provides comfort to customers about the authenticity of that product 

● Any association of persons, producers, organisation or authority established by or under the 

law can be a registered proprietor 

● The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period of 10 years. It can be renewed 

from time to time for further period of 10 years each. 

● At the International level: Geographical Indications are covered as a component of intellectual 

property rights (IPRs) under the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property.  

● GI is also governed by the World Trade Organisation (WTO’s) Agreement on Trade-Related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 

● In India, Geographical Indications registration is administered by the Geographical Indications of 

Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 which came into force with effect from 

September 2003. The first product in India to be accorded with GI tag was Darjeeling tea in the 

year 2004-05 

https://www.wipo.int/geo_indications/en/ 

Rajasthani Daal-Bati-Churma does not have a GI tag 

Refer this link for the list of products possessing GI tag in India  

http://www.ipindia.nic.in/writereaddata/Portal/Images/pdf/GI_Application_Register_10-09-2019.pdf 

● Recently, the Director of Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology (IHBT), based in 

Palampur, Himachal Pradesh, a constituent lab of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 

(CSIR), has claimed that Kangra Tea could lower coronavirus activity better than HIV drugs 

Kangra tea is sourced from the Kangra district in Himachal Pradesh. Although Kangra 

cultivates both black tea and green tea, black tea constitutes majority of the 

production 

Kangra tea was given the Geographical Indication status in 2005. Kangra tea is known 

for its unique color and flavor. 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/after-ashwagandha-experts-claim-kangra-tea-has-propert

ies-to-block-sars-cov-2/story-fiQug1BFcVbdxYy5gOZeDP.html 

http://www.teaboard.gov.in/TEABOARDCSM/OA== 

3. With reference to the Open Skies Treaty (OST), consider the following statements 

https://www.wipo.int/geo_indications/en/
http://www.ipindia.nic.in/writereaddata/Portal/Images/pdf/GI_Application_Register_10-09-2019.pdf
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/after-ashwagandha-experts-claim-kangra-tea-has-properties-to-block-sars-cov-2/story-fiQug1BFcVbdxYy5gOZeDP.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/after-ashwagandha-experts-claim-kangra-tea-has-properties-to-block-sars-cov-2/story-fiQug1BFcVbdxYy5gOZeDP.html
http://www.teaboard.gov.in/TEABOARDCSM/OA==


1. It permits each state-party to conduct unarmed, reconnaissance flights over the others territories to 

collect data on military forces and activities 

2. Recently, India joined as a member of this treaty in the wake of increasing presence of China in South 

Asian region 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 

 

 

 

3.) Ans: A 

Explanation 

Open Skies Treaty 

● Statement 1 is correct: Signed March 24, 1992, the Open Skies Treaty permits each state-party 

to conduct short-notice, unarmed, reconnaissance flights over the others territories to collect 

data on military forces and activities. 

It allows countries to monitor signatories’ arms development by conducting 

surveillance flights over each other’s territories. 

● Observation aircraft used to fly the missions must be equipped with sensors that enable the 

observing party to identify significant military equipment, such as artillery, fighter aircraft, and 

armored combat vehicles.  

● Though satellites can provide the same, and even more detailed, information, not all of the 34 

treaty states-parties have such capabilities.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The treaty entered into force on January 1, 2002, and currently 34 

states are party to the treaty while a 35th, Kyrgyzstan, has signed but not ratified it. 

India is not a member of this treaty 

● Territory: All of a state-party's territory can be overflown. No territory can be declared off-limits 

by the host nation 

● Each state-party has a right to conduct an equal number of flights over any other state-party 

that overflies it. 



● Every state-party is obligated to accept a certain number of overflights each year, referred to 

as its passive quota, which is loosely determined by its geographic size. A state-party's active 

quota is the number of flights it may conduct over other states-parties 

● An observing state-party must provide at least 72 hours' advance notice before arriving in the 

host country to conduct an overflight. The host country has 24 hours to acknowledge the 

request and to inform the observing party if it may use its own observation plane or if it must 

use a plane supplied by the host.  

https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/openskies 

 

❖ Recently, the United States of America (USA) has announced that it will exit the Open Skies Treaty 

(OST) due to continuous violation of the treaty by Russia  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/will-exit-open-skies-treaty-announces-us/article316531

73.ece 

 

 

 

4. Mediterranean Sea is a border of which of the following countries? 

1. Jordan 

2. Iraq 

3. Lebanon 

4. Israel 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

4.) Ans: C 

https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/openskies
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/will-exit-open-skies-treaty-announces-us/article31653173.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/will-exit-open-skies-treaty-announces-us/article31653173.ece


Explanation 

 

 

 

❖ Recently, the Prime Minister of India has congratulated Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

on the formation of his coalition government after months of political uncertainty 

❖ Israel’s new government was sworn in under Netanyahu, bringing an end to the longest political 

deadlock in the country’s history which saw a caretaker government in charge for over 500 days 

and three back-to-back general elections with no clear verdict. 

 

 



https://rstv.nic.in/pm-modi-congratulates-israel-pm-benjamin-netanyahu-forming-govt-5th-time.html 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=PM-Modi-congratulates-Israel-PM-Benjamin-Netanyahu-for-forming-

govt-for-5th-time&id=388917 

 

 

 

5.  Recently, the United Nations has listed the ‘Khudol initiative’ among the top 10 global initiatives 

for an inclusive fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. The initiative primarily benefits which among 

the following? 

1. LGBTQI community 

2. People living with HIV 

3. Daily-wage earners 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

 

 

5.) Ans: D 

Explanation 

● The United Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth has listed Manipur’s Khudol initiative 

among the top 10 global initiatives for an inclusive fight against the COVID-19 pandemic 

● Khudol is a crowdfunded initiative of Ya_All, an Imphal-based NGO that had created India’s first 

transgender football team. 

● The initiative entails ensuring food, health and hygiene of the LGBTQI community, people living 

with HIV, daily-wage earners, children and adolescents 

https://rstv.nic.in/pm-modi-congratulates-israel-pm-benjamin-netanyahu-forming-govt-5th-time.html
http://newsonair.com/News?title=PM-Modi-congratulates-Israel-PM-Benjamin-Netanyahu-for-forming-govt-for-5th-time&id=388917
http://newsonair.com/News?title=PM-Modi-congratulates-Israel-PM-Benjamin-Netanyahu-for-forming-govt-for-5th-time&id=388917


● Mobilising a network of 100 volunteers, they have provided around 2,000 families and 

individuals with over 1,000 health kits, 6,500 sanitary pads and 1,500 condoms 

● The acknowledgement by the UN wing is a huge encouragement for strengthening the work 

toward more inclusiveness. Ya_All created a model of an inclusive safe space for transgender 

returnees.  

● The organisation teamed up with the local Thangmeiband United Club and Imphal West 

district administration to set provide separate rooms and toilets for transgender persons 

besides a ramp for the differently-abled at a quarantine centre in Imphal’s DM College of 

Teacher’s Education 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and intersex (LGBTQI) 

● The terms lesbian, gay, bisexual and pansexual refer to people’s sexual orientation, that is, who 

they experience sexual attraction towards; while transgender refers to gender identity, that is, 

“someone whose gender differs from the one they were given when they were born”.  
● Terms like genderqueer and non-binary refer to people who fall outside the construction of 

gender as male or female.  

● Intersex people are born with physical or biological sex characteristics such as reproductive or 

sexual anatomy, hormones or chromosomes that do not seem to fit the typical definitions of 

female or male. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/un-kudos-for-lgbtqi-initiative-in-manipur/articl

e31650715.ece 

 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/un-kudos-for-lgbtqi-initiative-in-manipur/article31650715.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/un-kudos-for-lgbtqi-initiative-in-manipur/article31650715.ece

