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MCQ – 23.04.2020 

 

1. Which of the following statements is correct with respect to a life-threatening 

condition called Sepsis? 

a) It is characterized by extended bleeding after injury, surgery or trauma without a known 

or identifiable cause 

b) A long-term progressive lung disease that often causes shortness of breath 

c) It arises when the body’s response to any infection injures its own tissues and organs 

d) It is a progressive disease that destroys memory and interrupts normal mental functions 

Ans: C 

Explanation 

 Sepsis arises when the body’s response to any infection injures its own tissues and 

organs. If not recognized early and managed promptly, it can lead to septic shock, 

multiple organ failure and death.  

 It is a serious complication of infection in all countries and particularly in low- and 

middle-income countries it represents a major cause of maternal and neonatal 

morbidity and mortality. 

 Although a precise estimate of the global epidemiological burden of sepsis is difficult to 

ascertain, some scientific publications reported that it affects more than 30 million people 

worldwide every year, potentially leading to 6 million deaths. The burden of sepsis is 

most likely highest in low- and middle-income countries 

 Sepsis is frequently under diagnosed at an early stage when it is still potentially 

reversible. In the community setting, it often presents as the clinical deterioration of 

common and preventable infections 

 As these infections are often resistant to antibiotics, they can rapidly lead to deteriorating 

clinical conditions 
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2. Consider the following statements regarding the Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) 

1. 75 percent of the equity of a regional rural bank is held by the central government 

2. The RRBs are required to provide 75% of their total credit as priority sector lending 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans: B 

Explanation 

 RRBs are financial institutions which ensure adequate credit for agriculture and other 

rural sectors 

 Their mission was to fulfill the credit needs of the relatively unserved sections in the 

rural areas -small and marginal farmers, agricultural labourers and socio-economically 

weaker sections 

 Regional Rural Banks were set up on the basis of the recommendations of the 

Narasimham Working Group (1975), and after the legislation of the Regional Rural 

Banks Act, 1976. 

 The first Regional Rural Bank “Prathama Grameen Bank” was set up on 2nd October, 

1975. 

 The equity of a regional rural bank is held by the Central Government, concerned State 

Government and the Sponsor Bank in the proportion of 50:15:35 

 The RRBs combine the characteristics of a cooperative in terms of the familiarity of 

the rural problems and a commercial bank in terms of its professionalism and ability to 

mobilise financial resources 

 Each RRB operates within the local limits as notified by the Government 
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 The RRBs are required to provide 75% of their total credit as priority sector lending 

The main objectives of RRBs are 

 To provide credit and other facilities to the small and marginal farmers, agricultural 

labourers, artisans and small entrepreneurs in rural areas. 

 To check the outflow of rural deposits to urban areas and reduce regional imbalances 

and increase rural employment generation 

 

3. The ‘World Press Freedom Index’ is being released by which of the following? 

a) International Press Institute 

b) World Economic forum 

c) Reporters without Borders 

d) United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

Ans: C 

Explanation 

World Press Freedom Index 

 Published annually by Reporters Without Borders since 2002, the World Press Freedom 

Index measures the level of media freedom in 180 countries. 

 It is based on an evaluation of media freedom that measures pluralism, media 

independence, the quality of the legal framework and the safety of journalists 

 It also includes indicators of the level of media freedom violations in each region. 

 It is compiled by means of a questionnaire in 20 languages that is completed by experts 

all over the world. This qualitative analysis is combined with quantitative data on abuses 

and acts of violence against journalists during the period evaluated. 

Impact of Corona virus pandemic 

 The corona virus pandemic may threaten press freedom and worsen the crises that 

reporters around the world are facing 
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 The pandemic has allowed governments to take advantage of the fact that politics are on 

hold, the public is stunned and protests are out of the question, in order to impose 

measures that would be impossible in normal times 

India’s performance 

 India has dropped two places to be ranked 142nd. 

 With no murders of journalists in India in 2019, as against six in 2018, the security 

situation for the country’s media might seem, on the face of it to have improved 

 

 Recently, the World Press Freedom Index 2020 has been released by the media 

watchdog group Reporters without Borders. Norway ranks first for the fourth consecutive 

year. 

 

4. The ‘e-Raktkosh portal’, recently seen in news in the context of which of the 

following? 

a) National e-learning platform 

b) Wildlife crime control network 

c) Health vulnerability and risk mapping platform 

d) Centralized Blood Bank Management System 

Ans: D 

Explanation 

 e-Raktkosh portal is a Centralized Blood Bank Management System. 

 It is a comprehensive IT solution to standardize and streamline the standard operating 

procedures, guidelines and workflow of blood banks across the nation 

 It was inaugurated on 7th April 2016. It enforces Drug & Cosmetic Act, National blood 

policy standards and guidelines ensuring proper management of blood 
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 e-Rakt Kosh has components for management of the blood donation life cycle which 

includes  

 The biometric Donor Management System 

 Blood grouping 

 TTI screening 

 antibody screening 

 A centralized Blood Inventory Management System 

 Bio-Medical Waste Management System for disposal of discarded blood 

 Blood Disorder 

 A blood disorder is any condition that impacts one or more parts of the blood, usually 

interfering with its ability to work correctly 

 Types of Blood Disorder 

 Blood Disorders Affecting Red Blood Cells like Anemia, Pernicious anemia (B12 

deficiency), Aplastic anemia, Autoimmune hemolytic anemia etc 

 Blood disorders that affect White Blood Cells like Lymphoma, Leukemia, Multiple 

myeloma 

 Blood Disorders Affecting Blood Plasma like hemophilia 

 Blood Disorders Affecting Platelets like thrombocytopenia 

 

 Recently, the Union Health minister urged the use of the e-Raktkosh portal as a single 

point for maintaining real-time information on the status of stocks of each blood group 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding the Indian Initiative on Earth Bio-

genome Sequencing (IIEBS) 

1. It is a nationwide project to decode the genetic information of all known species of plants 

and animals in the country 
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2. The project is part of the Earth Bio-Genome Project, an international initiative which 

aims to sequence the genetic codes of all of earth’s eukaryotic biodiversity 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans: D 

Explanation 

Indian Initiative on Earth Bio-genome Sequencing (IIEBS) 

 The Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute (JNTBGRI) has been 

selected as one of the Biological Knowledge and Resource Centres of the Indian 

Initiative on Earth Bio-Genome Sequencing (IIEBS) 

 IIEBS is a nationwide project to decode the genetic information of all known species of 

plants and animals in the country 

 The whole genome sequencing of 1,000 species of plants and animals will be taken up in 

the initial phase of IIEBS to be completed over a period of five years at an estimated cost of 

440 crore 

 The National Institute of Plant Genome Research, New Delhi is the coordinating centre 

for the nationwide project involving a total of 24 institutes 

 The project is part of the Earth Bio-Genome Project, an international initiative which 

aims to sequence the genetic codes of all of earth’s eukaryotic biodiversity over a period of 

10 years 

 


