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MCQ - 21.05.2020 

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding the Vaccine Action Program (VAP) 

1. The programme was instituted through India-WHO partnership which supports a broad 

spectrum of activities relating to immunization and vaccine related research 

2. It was established recently in response to COVID-19 outbreak 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans: D 

Explanation 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: The Indo-U.S. Vaccine Action Program (VAP) is a bilateral 

program, which supports a broad spectrum of activities relating to immunization and 

vaccine related research. The program was designed to encompass laboratory-based 

research, epidemiological studies, field trials, vaccine quality control, and delivery of 

vaccines. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: VAP had its origin in 1984 when Dr. Fred Robbins, a U.S. Nobel 

Laureate in Medicine, visited India and prompted discussion of the possibility of taking 

advantage of the advances in research technology to address needs for new and better 

vaccines for diseases of importance to India.  

 This helped to unleash a series of actions that ultimately led to the signing of a 

Government-to-Government Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to establish VAP 

in July 1987.  Since then, this agreement has been renewed every five years.  
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 The existence of the VAP program is an important recognition that vaccines are among 

the most cost-effective of health technologies and their widespread use is key to 

controlling the burden of vaccine-preventable diseases worldwide.  

Main Areas of Focus 

 Priorities under VAP currently include: dengue, enteric diseases, influenza (including 

avian influenza), malaria, and tuberculosis (TB) 

 The program has been further expanded to include initiatives focused on TB clinical 

research and human immunology 

 Additional areas of interest include research on antimicrobial resistance, chikungunya 

vaccines, infant immunology and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) 

Oversight 

 All work is carried out within areas designated as priorities by the VAP Joint Working 

Group (JWG), which is comprised of scientists and officials from both countries. 

  The JWG establishes the policies and scientific directions for the program, makes decisions 

on major activities, and provides scientific oversight and evaluation. 

 In the context of the current pandemic, partners under the Vaccine Action Programme 

(VAP) are planning to collaborate on the development and testing of vaccine 

candidates and diagnostics for COVID-19 

 The VAP, or the Indo-U.S. Vaccine Action Program, is a 33-year collaboration between 

the U.S. National Institutes of Health, the Indian Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and 

the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) along with other partners 

 

https://www.niaid.nih.gov/research/indo-us-vaccine-action-program 

https://www.niaid.nih.gov/research/vap-background 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-india-us-to-collaborate-on-covid-

19-vaccine-trials-say-us-health-officials/article31626539.ece 

https://www.niaid.nih.gov/research/indo-us-vaccine-action-program
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/research/vap-background
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-india-us-to-collaborate-on-covid-19-vaccine-trials-say-us-health-officials/article31626539.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-india-us-to-collaborate-on-covid-19-vaccine-trials-say-us-health-officials/article31626539.ece
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2. Which of the following statements best describes the term ‘Syndemic’? 

a) It is a situation in which the presence or usual prevalence of its infectious agent is 

constant within a given geographical area or population group 

b)  It is a situation where a new disease, for which people does not have immunity spreads 

around the world beyond expectations. 

c) It is a situation when two or more epidemics interact synergistically to produce an 

increased burden of disease in a population. 

d) None of the above 

Ans: C 

Explanation 

 A syndemic is a situation when two or more epidemics interact synergistically to 

produce an increased burden of disease in a population 

Increased burden of disease 

 The 1957 Asian influenza pandemic, for example, showed that deaths then could be not 

only due to the primary viral infection, but also due to secondary bacterial infections 

among influenza patients; in short, they were caused by a viral/bacterial syndemic.  

Classification of Diseases based on spread and occurrence 

 Epidemic - An epidemic is a large outbreak, one that spreads among a population or 

region. It is less severe than pandemic due to a limited area of spread. 

 Endemic - A disease is called endemic when the presence or usual prevalence of its 

infectious agent is constant within a given geographical area or population group. 

 Pandemic - A pandemic is declared when a new disease for which people do not have 

immunity spreads around the world beyond expectations. 

 Syndemic - A Syndemic is a situation when two or more epidemics interact 

synergistically to produce an increased burden of disease in a population. 
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 With India’s ongoing migrant crisis, it cannot rule out COVID-19 becoming syndemic 

given large-scale urban-to-rural chaotic migration. Added to this is the complexity of the 

upcoming dengue and malaria season 

 Given that antibiotics resistance across the world is already a problem, the medical 

community needs to be aware of co-morbidities, especially if COVID-19 deepens as a 

syndemic in populations with antibiotic resistance 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/preparing-for-a-

syndemic/article31617304.ece 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/coronavirus-endemic-disease-meaning-

6411740/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/14/what-is-a-pandemic-coronavirus-

covid-19 

 

3. With reference to Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY), consider the 

following statements 

1. It is a Pension Scheme which can be availed by all Indian citizens aged between 18 to 40 

years. 

2. The scheme is exempted from GST and also allows for premature exit for the treatment 

of any critical/ terminal illness of self or spouse 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans: B 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/preparing-for-a-syndemic/article31617304.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/preparing-for-a-syndemic/article31617304.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/coronavirus-endemic-disease-meaning-6411740/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/coronavirus-endemic-disease-meaning-6411740/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/14/what-is-a-pandemic-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/14/what-is-a-pandemic-coronavirus-covid-19
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Explanation 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY) is a Pension 

Scheme by the Government of India exclusively for the senior citizens aged 60 years 

and above 

Benefits of the scheme 

 Scheme provides initially an assured rate of return of 7.40 % per annum for the year 

2020-21 per annum and thereafter to be reset every year 

 Pension is payable at the end of each period, during the policy term of 10 years, as per the 

frequency of monthly/ quarterly/ half-yearly/ yearly as chosen by the pensioner at the 

time of purchase. 

 The scheme is exempted from GST. 

 On survival of the pensioner to the end of the policy term of 10 years, Purchase price 

along with final pension installment shall be payable. 

 Loan put 75% of Purchase Price shall be allowed after 3 policy years (to meet the 

liquidity needs). Loan interest shall be recovered from the pension installments and 

loan to be recovered from claim proceeds 

 Statement 2 is correct: The scheme also allows for premature exit for the treatment of 

any critical/ terminal illness of self or spouse. On such premature exit, 98% of the 

Purchase Price shall be refunded. 

 On death of the pensioner during the policy term of 10 years, the Purchase Price shall 

be paid to the beneficiary. 

 The ceiling of maximum pension is for a family as a whole, the family will comprise of 

pensioner, his/her spouse and dependants. 

Eligibility Conditions and Other Restrictions 

 Minimum Entry Age: 60 years (completed) 

 Maximum Entry Age: No limit 
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 Policy Term : 10 years 

 Investment limit : Rs 15 lakh per senior citizen 

 Minimum Pension: Rs. 1,000/- per month 

 Maximum Pension: Rs. 12,000/- per month 

 

 Recently, Union Cabinet has approved extension of Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana 

Yojana (PMVVY) up to 31st March, 2023 for further period of three years beyond 31st 

March, 2020 to enable old age income security for Senior Citizens. 

 

https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/senior-citizens-welfare/pradhan-mantri-vaya-

vandana-yojana 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/invest/good-news-for-senior-citizens-pm-

vaya-vandana-yojana-pension-scheme-extended-till-march-31-

2023/articleshow/75845146.cms 

 

4. The term ‘Cerberus’, often mentioned in news is a  

a) Exoplanet 

b) An early human species 

c) Banking trojan 

d) Crytocurrency 

Ans: C 

Explanation 

 The Central Bureau of Investigation has sent alerts to all the States, Union Territories 

and the Central agencies on a malicious software  

 The banking trojan known as Cerberus takes advantage of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

sends SMS to lure a user into downloading the link containing the malicious software 

https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/senior-citizens-welfare/pradhan-mantri-vaya-vandana-yojana
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/senior-citizens-welfare/pradhan-mantri-vaya-vandana-yojana
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/invest/good-news-for-senior-citizens-pm-vaya-vandana-yojana-pension-scheme-extended-till-march-31-2023/articleshow/75845146.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/invest/good-news-for-senior-citizens-pm-vaya-vandana-yojana-pension-scheme-extended-till-march-31-2023/articleshow/75845146.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/invest/good-news-for-senior-citizens-pm-vaya-vandana-yojana-pension-scheme-extended-till-march-31-2023/articleshow/75845146.cms
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 The alert related to banking Trojan ‘Cerberus’ has been sent on the basis of inputs received 

from the Interpol. It is primarily used to steal financial data, such as credit card numbers. 

How it works?  

 It deploys its malicious application usually spread via phishing campaigns to trick 

users into installing it on their smart phones 

 Phishing: The email or text message carrying a link appears to come from a trusted 

source like a bank. 

 The link takes to a fake website and once details like login name and passwords are 

entered, the login credentials reach the hacker 

Malware 

Malware is any software intentionally designed to cause damage to a computer, server, 

client, or computer network. The 5 most common malware types are viruses, worms, 

Trojan Horses, spyware, and ransomware 

Virus 

 Viruses are designed to damage its target computer by corrupting data, reformatting 

the hard disk, or completely shutting down the system. They can also be used to steal 

information, harm computers and networks 

Worm 

 One of the most common types of malware, worms spread over computer networks by 

exploiting operating system vulnerabilities. It’s a standalone program that replicates 

itself to infect other computers, without requiring action from anyone. 

Trojan Horse 

  “Trojan”, enters the system disguised as a normal, harmless file or program to trick 

users into downloading and installing malware.  



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

(IAS Academy by IAS Officers) 

8 
Plot No: 935,6

th
 Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

 

 

 This allows the cyber criminal to steal data, install more malware, modify files, monitor 

user activity, destroy data, steal financial information, conduct denial of service (DoS) 

attacks on targeted web addresses, and more.   

Spyware 

 Installed on the computer without the user’s knowledge, spyware is designed to track 

your browsing habits and internet activity. Spying capabilities can include activity 

monitoring, collecting keystrokes, data harvesting of account information, logins, and 

financial data 

Ransomware 

 Ransomware is a type of malware that hold the person’s data captive and demands 

payment to release the data back to the person.  

 It restricts user access to the computer by either encrypting files on the hard drive or 

locking down the system and displaying messages that are intended to force the user to pay 

the attacker to release the restrictions and regain access to the computer 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/cbi-issues-alert-to-states-on-banking-

phishing-software-on-basis-of-interpol-input-officials/article31624989.ece 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding the “Operation Greens”  

1. It aims to increase the food processing capacities and value addition in Tomato, Onion 

and Potato (TOP) value chain with firm linkages with production clusters 

2. It has been launched under the aegis of Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/cbi-issues-alert-to-states-on-banking-phishing-software-on-basis-of-interpol-input-officials/article31624989.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/cbi-issues-alert-to-states-on-banking-phishing-software-on-basis-of-interpol-input-officials/article31624989.ece
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d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans: A 

Explanation 

 In the budget speech of Union Budget 2018-19, a new Scheme “Operation Greens” was 

announced on the line of “Operation Flood”, with an outlay of Rs.500 crore to promote 

Farmer Producers Organizations (FPOs), agri-logistics, processing facilities and 

professional management. Accordingly, the government has formulated a scheme for 

integrated development of Tomato, Onion and Potato (TOP) value chain 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: It has been launched under the aegis of Ministry of Food 

Processing Industries (MoFPI) 

Objectives 

 Enhancing value realisation of TOP farmers by targeted interventions to strengthen TOP 

production clusters and their FPOs, and linking/connecting them with the market. 

 Price stabilisation for producers and consumers by proper production planning in the 

TOP clusters and introduction of dual use varieties. 

 Reduction in post-harvest losses by creation of farm gate infrastructure, development of 

suitable agro-logistics, creation of appropriate storage capacity linking consumption 

centres. 

 Statement 1 is correct: Increase in food processing capacities and value addition in TOP 

value chain with firm linkages with production clusters. 

 Setting up of a market intelligence network to collect and collate real time data on 

demand and supply and price of TOP crops. 

Strategies: 

 The scheme will have two-pronged strategy of Price stabilisation measures (for short term) 

and Integrated value chain development projects (for long term). 

Short term Price Stabilisation Measures 
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 National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd (NAFED) will be 

the Nodal Agency to implement price stabilisation measures.  

 MoFPI will provide 50% of the subsidy on the following two components 

 Transportation of Tomato Onion Potato(TOP) Crops from production to storage; 

 Hiring of appropriate storage facilities for TOP Crops; 

Long Term Integrated value chain development projects 

 Quality Production 

 Post-harvest processing facilities - At Farm Level 

 Post-harvest processing facilities - At Main Processing Site 

 Agri-Logistics 

 Marketing/Consumption Points 

National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd.(NAFED) 

 Nafed is registered under the Multi State Co-operative Societies Act. Nafed was setup 

with the object to promote Co-operative marketing of agricultural produce to benefit the 

farmers.  

 

 Finance minister recently announced that Operation Green will be expanded to cover all 

fruits and vegetables from just the tomatoes, onions and potatoes as of now. This will be 

done with an additional allocation of 500 crore 

https://mofpi.nic.in/Schemes/operation-greens 

https://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/market-information/operation-greens 

 

 

 

https://mofpi.nic.in/Schemes/operation-greens
https://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/market-information/operation-greens

