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MCQ – 09.05.2020 

 

1. Consider the following statements 

1. The Sundarbans Reserved Forest, spread over India and Bangladesh is the largest 

contiguous mangrove forest ecosystem in the world  

2. Indian Sundarban was accorded the status of ‘Wetland of International Importance’ 

under the Ramsar Convention and it is the largest protected wetland in India 

3. The Sunderbans delta, spread over India and Bangladesh is the only mangrove forest in 

the world inhabited by tigers 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: D 

Explanation 

 The Sundarbans mangrove forest, one of the largest such forests in the world (140,000 

ha), lies on the delta of the Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna rivers on the Bay of 

Bengal.  

 The area is known for its wide range of fauna, including 260 bird species, the Bengal 

tiger and other threatened species such as the estuarine crocodile and the Indian python 

 Statement 1 is correct: The Sundarbans Reserved Forest is the single largest contiguous 

mangrove forest ecosystem in the world covering approximately 1,000,000 ha, between 

India and Bangladesh 

 Statement 3 is correct: The Sunderbans delta, spread over India and Bangladesh is the 

only mangrove forest in the world inhabited by tigers 
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 Statement 2 is correct: On January 30, 2019 the Indian Sundarban was accorded the 

status of ‘Wetland of International Importance’ under the Ramsar Convention.  

 Located on the southwestern part of the delta, the Indian Sundarban constitutes over 

60% of the country’s total mangrove forest area. It is the 27th Ramsar Site in India, and 

with an area of 4,23,000 hectares is now the largest protected wetland in the country. 

Ramsar Convention 

 The convention on Wetlands of International Importance, better known as the Ramsar 

Convention, is an international agreement promoting the conservation and wise use of 

wetlands. 

  It is the only global treaty to focus on a single ecosystem. The convention was adopted 

in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 and came into force in 1975.  

 Wetlands, critical for biodiversity, are disappearing rapidly, with recent estimates showing 

that 64% or more of the world’s wetlands have vanished since 1900.  

 Major changes in land use for agriculture and grazing, water diversion for dams and canals 

and infrastructure development are considered to be some of the main causes of loss and 

degradation of wetlands 

 

 The latest estimation of tiger numbers in the Indian Sunderbans indicates an increase 

in the population of big cats. According to the West Bengal Forest Department, the tiger 

count for the year 2019-20 rose to 96, from 88 in 2018-19 

 Estimation of the number of tigers in the Sunderbans, a world heritage as well as a 

Ramsar site, has always been a challenge because of the difficult terrain that comprises 

dense mangrove forests, with creeks and rivulets, and floods twice a day during the high 

tides 

World Heritage Site 
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 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks 

to encourage the identification, protection and preservation of cultural and natural 

heritage around the world considered to be of outstanding value to humanity. 

 This is embodied in an international treaty called the Convention concerning the 

Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, adopted by UNESCO in 1972. 

 The Sites fall into three categories: cultural heritage, natural heritage, and mixed 

heritage (cultural as well as natural) 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/tiger-population-in-sunderbans-rises-to-

96/article31529772.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/protecting-the-sundarban-

wetlands/article26482707.ece 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/about/ 

http://www.fao.org/3/j1533e/J1533E41.htm 

 

2. With reference to Parliamentary committees, consider the following statements 

1. Parliament is not bound by the recommendations of committees    

2. Committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and members are bound by party whips  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans: A 

Explanation 

https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/tiger-population-in-sunderbans-rises-to-96/article31529772.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/tiger-population-in-sunderbans-rises-to-96/article31529772.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/protecting-the-sundarban-wetlands/article26482707.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/protecting-the-sundarban-wetlands/article26482707.ece
https://whc.unesco.org/en/about/
http://www.fao.org/3/j1533e/J1533E41.htm
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 In a parliamentary democracy, Parliament has broadly two functions, which are 

lawmaking and oversight of the executive branch of the government.  

 Parliament is the embodiment of the people’s will. Parliamentary committees are an 

instrument of Parliament for its own effective functioning. 

 Given the volume of legislative business, discussing all Bills under the consideration of 

Parliament in detail on the floor of the House is impossible.  

 Statement 2 is incorrect: Committees are platforms for discussion on a proposed law. 

Committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and members are not bound by party whips, 

which allows them the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against 

discussions in full and open Houses where grandstanding and party positions invariably 

take precedence. 

 Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of 

Parliament members) and Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for 

regulating its procedure and conduct of business).  

 Statement 1 is correct: Committee reports are usually exhaustive and provide authentic 

information on matters related to governance. Bills that are referred to committees are 

returned to the House with significant value addition. Parliament is not bound by the 

recommendations of committees 

 

What are the types of committees? 

 Most committees are ‘standing’ as their existence is uninterrupted and usually 

reconstituted on an annual basis; some are ‘select’ committees formed for a specific 

purpose, for instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once the Bill is disposed of, that 

select committee ceases to exist.  

 Some standing committees are departmentally related, an example being the Standing 

Committee on Human Resource Development.  
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 Financial control is a critical tool for Parliament’s authority over the executive; hence 

finance committees are considered to be particularly powerful. The three financial 

committees are the Public Accounts Committee, the Estimates Committee and the 

Committee on Public Undertakings 

 

 Vice President of India and Chairman of Rajya Sabha recently held a meeting with Lok 

Sabha Speaker and discussed the issue of feasibility of various Committees of 

Parliament holding their meetings at the earliest in the prevailing situation and in the 

context of restrictions on travel across the country 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1621827 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/whither-house-panels/article28621493.ece 

 

3. ‘Pearl Harbour’, the historically significant site is located in which of the following 

regions? 

a) Coastal California 

b) Hawaiian islands  

c) Papua New Guinea 

d) Alaska 

Ans: B 

Explanation 

 Pearl Harbour is an American lagoon harbour on the island of Oahu, Hawaii, west of 

Honolulu. It has been long visited by the Naval fleet of the United States, before it was 

acquired from the Hawaiian Kingdom by the U.S. with the signing of the Reciprocity Treaty 

of 1875. 

 Much of the harbour and surrounding lands is now a United States Navy deep-water 

naval base. It is also the headquarters of the United States Pacific Fleet.  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1621827
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/whither-house-panels/article28621493.ece


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

(IAS Academy by IAS Officers) 

6 
Plot No: 935,6

th
 Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

 

 

 The attack on Pearl Harbour by the Empire of Japan on December 7, 1941, was the 

immediate cause of the United States entry into World War II 

 

 Recently, U.S. President has said the coronavirus outbreak has hit the US harder than 

the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor during World War II  

What happened in Pearl Harbour? 

 The December 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbour was among the most significant moments 

of the World War 2 — it signalled the official entry of the US into the hostilities, which 

eventually led to the dropping of nuclear bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki in 1945. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirus-trump-says-crisis-worse-

than-pearl-harbor-or-911/article31522846.ece 

 

  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirus-trump-says-crisis-worse-than-pearl-harbor-or-911/article31522846.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirus-trump-says-crisis-worse-than-pearl-harbor-or-911/article31522846.ece
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4. Consider the following statements regarding the Convention on the Conservation 

of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) 

1. It is the only global convention specializing in the conservation of migratory species 

2. It aims to conserve terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory species throughout their 

range 

3.  It has been in force under the aegis of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only  

d) None of the above  

Ans: D 

Explanation 

 Statement 2 is correct: The Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), also known as the 

Bonn Convention, aims to conserve terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory species 

throughout their range. 

 As an environmental treaty of the United Nations, CMS provides a global platform for the 

conservation and sustainable use of migratory animals and their habitats.  

 Statement 3 is correct: As an intergovernmental treaty under the aegis of the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), CMS brings together the States through 

which migratory animals pass, the Range States, and lays the legal foundation for 

internationally coordinated conservation measures throughout a migratory range. 

 Statement 1 is correct: As the only global convention specializing in the conservation 

of migratory species, their habitats and migration routes,  
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 CMS complements and co-operates with a number of other international organizations, 

NGOs and partners in the media as well as in the corporate sector. CMS has been in force 

under the aegis of United Nations Environment Programme.  

 Under this convention, migratory species threatened with extinction are listed on 

Appendix I and Parties strive towards strictly protecting these animals, conserving or 

restoring the places where they live, mitigating obstacles to migration and controlling 

other factors that might endanger them.  

 Migratory species that need or would significantly benefit from international co-operation 

are listed in Appendix II of the Convention. 

 India has been a Party to the CMS since 1983.  The Conference of Parties (COP) is the 

decision-making organ of this convention 

 CMS acts as a framework Convention. The agreements may range from legally binding 

treaties (called Agreements) to less formal instruments, such as Memoranda of 

Understanding, and can be adapted to the requirements of particular regions. The 

development of models tailored according to the conservation needs throughout the 

migratory range is a unique capacity to CMS 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

 The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading global 

environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the 

coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development 

within the United Nations system, and serves as an authoritative advocate for the global 

environment. 

 Its mission is to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the 

environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their 

quality of life without compromising that of future generations. 

Migratory species 
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 Migratory species are those animals that move from one habitat to another during 

different times of the year, due to various factors such as food, sunlight, temperature, 

climate, etc.  

 The movement between habitats, can sometimes exceed thousands of miles/kilometres for 

some migratory birds and mammals.  

 A migratory route can involve nesting and also requires the availability of habitats 

before and after each migration 

 

 Recently, the World Migratory Bird Day was observed. This year the theme is “Birds 

Connect Our World” to highlight the importance of conserving the ecological connectivity 

that support the natural movements of migratory bird 

 Since 2018, it is celebrated twice a year, on the second Saturday in May and in October 

 The campaign is organized by two international wildlife treaties administered by the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) – the Convention on the Conservation 

of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS), and the African-Eurasian Migratory 

Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) - together with Environment for the Americas (EFTA) 

 

https://www.cms.int/en/legalinstrument/cms 

https://pib.gov.in/pressreleaseshare.aspx?prid=1563577 

 

5. Recently, which of the following countries has changed its national currency from 

the ‘Rial’ to a currency called ‘Toman’? 

a) Saudi Arabia  

b) Iran  

c) Qatar 

d) Oman 

https://www.cms.int/en/legalinstrument/cms
https://pib.gov.in/pressreleaseshare.aspx?prid=1563577
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Ans: B 

Explanation 

 The Iranian Parliament authorised the replacement of the national currency, the rial 

with another basic unit of currency called the toman 

 Iran's national currency will be changed from the rial to the Toman, which is equal to 

10,000 rials 

 Before 1932, the Iranian currency unit was toman. It was then changed to rial at a rate of 

10 rials to one toman 

 Although the toman was no longer an official unit of Iranian currency over the past 

decades, Iranians commonly expressed amounts of money and prices of goods in 

tomans. 

 This idea has been floated since 2008, but gained strength after 2018, when U.S. President 

exited Iran's 2015 nuclear deal and reimposed sanctions, as the rial lost more than 

60% of its value 

 The Iranian currency was trading at about 156,000 rials per dollar on the unofficial 

market, according to foreign exchange websites 

 Iran's weak currency and high inflation have led to sporadic street protests since late 

2017  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/iran-approves-plan-to-cut-four-zeros-

from-falling-currencyy/article31512640.ece 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2016/dec/08/iran-to-change-national-

currency-unit-to-toman-1546829.html 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/iran-approves-plan-to-cut-four-zeros-from-falling-currencyy/article31512640.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/iran-approves-plan-to-cut-four-zeros-from-falling-currencyy/article31512640.ece
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2016/dec/08/iran-to-change-national-currency-unit-to-toman-1546829.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2016/dec/08/iran-to-change-national-currency-unit-to-toman-1546829.html

