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SCHEMES 
1. Soil Health Card 
About the scheme 
 The Soil Health Card (SHC) scheme is 

promoted by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare 
to provide information to farmers on 
nutrient status of their soil along 
with recommendations on 
appropriate dosage of nutrients to be 
applied for improving soil health and 
its fertility.  

 Launched in 2015, it is being 
implemented through the Department 

of Agriculture of all the State and 
Union Territory Governments.  

Constituents of a Soil Health Card 
 SHC is a printed report that a farmer 

will be handed over for each of his 
holdings.  

 It will contain the status of his soil 
with respect to 12 parameters, 
namely N,P,K (Macronutrients); S 
(Secondary- nutrient); Zn, Fe, Cu, Mn, 
Bo (Micronutrients); and pH, EC, OC 
(Physical parameters).  

 

 Based on this, SHC will be made 
available once in a cycle of 3 years, 
which will indicate the status of soil 
health of a farmer’s holding for that 
particular period.  

Why in News? 

 The Soil Health Card Day was observed 
on February 19. 

 
2. Crop Insurance Schemes 
About Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 

Yojana (PMFBY) 
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 PMFBY launched in 2016, provides a 
comprehensive insurance cover 
against crop damage or loss arising 
out of unforeseen events thus helping 
in stabilising the income of the 
farmers and encouraging them for 
adoption of innovative practices.  

 The scheme is administered by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers' Welfare. 

 Crops covered : Oilseed crops; all 
food crops; Annual 
commercial/horticultural crops 

 Eligibility criteria : The scheme is 
mandatory for the farmers who have 
borrowed institutional loans from 
banks, and it is optional for the 
farmers who have not availed 
institutional credit. 

 Premium : There will be a uniform 
premium of 2% to be paid by farmers 
for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all 
Rabi crops. For annual commercial 
and horticultural crops, the premium 
to be paid by farmers will be 5%. 

 The difference between premium and 
the rate of Insurance charges payable 
by farmers shall be shared equally by 
the Centre and State. 

 Coverage : It aims at covering the 
losses suffered by farmers such as 
pre- sowing losses, post-harvest losses 
due to cyclonic rains and losses due to 
unseasonal rainfall in India. It also 
covers losses due to localized 
calamities such as inundation, 
hailstorm and landslide risks. 

 Exclusions : The losses arising out of 
war and nuclear risks, malicious 
damage and other preventable risks 
are not covered under this scheme. 

 The scheme is implemented by 
empanelled general insurance 
companies. The funds for the scheme 
come from the Krishi Kalyan Kosh. 

 Krishi Kalyan Kosh (farmers’ welfare 
fund) is an emergency fund to support 
farmers when they incur losses due to 
low rates of produce, crop damage 
due to natural disasters, and to assist 
them when there is a delay in 
payment of minimum support price 
(MSP) by the Centre. 

Restructured Weather Based Crop 
Insurance Scheme (RWBCIS)  

 The RWBCIS was launched in 2016 to 
mitigate the hardship of the insured 
farmers against the likelihood of 
financial loss on account of 
anticipated crop loss resulting from 
adverse weather conditions relating to 
rainfall, temperature, wind, humidity 
etc.  

 The scheme uses weather 
parameters as “proxy‟ for crop 
yields in compensating the 
cultivators for deemed crop losses. 
Pay-out structures are developed to 
the extent of losses deemed to have 
been suffered using the weather 
triggers. 

 The scheme is mandatory for the 
farmers who have borrowed 
institutional loans from banks, and it 
is optional for the farmers who have 
not availed institutional credit. 

 The scheme is being administered by 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers' Welfare. 

 Coverage of Crops, Premium, Share 
of centre & states : Same as PMFBY 

Why in News? 
 The Union Cabinet approved the 

revamp of the Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana and the Restructured 
Weather Based Crop Insurance 
Scheme to enable quick and accurate 
yield estimation thus leading to faster 
claims settlement. 

Major changes 
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 The enrolment in the two schemes has 
been made voluntary for all farmers, 
including those with existing crop 
loans.  

 The Centre has reduced its share of 
the premium subsidy under 
PMFBY/RWBCIS from the current 
50% to 25% in irrigated areas and 
30% for unirrigated areas from the 
kharif season of 2020. Districts having 
50 per cent or more irrigated area will 
be considered as irrigated 
area/district. 

 Central share in premium subsidy is 
increased to 90 per cent for north 
eastern states from the existing 
sharing pattern of 50:50 under both 
the schemes. 

 Technology solutions like Smart 
Sampling Technique (SST) to be 
adopted during assessment exercises. 

 The Centre has given states/UTs the 
option to select any number of 
additional risk covers/features like 
prevented sowing, localised calamity, 
mid-season adversity, and post-
harvest losses. Earlier, these risk 
covers were mandatory.  
 

3. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana  
About the scheme 
 Launched in 2016, Pradhan Mantri 

Ujjwala Yojana is a scheme of the 
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural 
Gas which aims to safeguard the 
health of women & children by 

providing them with a clean cooking 
fuel – LPG. 

 The scheme provides free LPG 
connections to economically 
weaker families. The connections are 
issued in the name of women of the 
households.  

 Under the scheme, cash assistance of 
Rs. 1600 is given to the beneficiaries 
to get a deposit-free new connection. 

 Further, interest free loans are 
provided to purchase stove and refill 
by Oil Marketing Companies. 

 Initially, the beneficiaries under PMUY 
were identified either from the SECC 
list or from seven other identified 
categories.  

 In 2018, the Government extended 
the benefit to all left out poor 
families not having LPG connections 
and not covered under the existing 
beneficiary categories. 

 The scheme has almost 7 crore 
beneficiaries and made an entry in the 
Guinness Book of Records as the 
largest Direct Benefit transfer.  

Why in News? 
 Himachal Pradesh became the first 

state in the country to have 100% LPG 
gas coverage.  

 Following the implementation of the 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, the 
state government launched its own 
Himachal Gihini Suvidha Yojana in 
2018 to cover the remaining 
households.  
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INITIATIVES 
Clarifications 

 In Pulse January edition, under the topic "Bhuvan Panchayat 3.0" (under INITIATIVES section), 

it was given as "For the first time, a thematic database on a 1:10,00 scale for the entire 

country...". 

 The correct scale is 1:10,000.  

 Also, In Pulse January compilation, under the topic "Pravasi Bharathiya Diwas" (under 

INITIATIVES section), it was given as "Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is celebrated on 9th 

January every year to mark the contribution of Overseas Indian community..." 

 However, since 2015, the format has been revised to celebrate the PWD once in every two 

years.  

 Errors are regretted.  

1. National Technical Textiles 
Mission 
What are Technical Textiles? 
 Technical or engineered textiles are 

defined as products that are used for 
functional purposes.  

 Technical textiles are futuristic and 
niche segments of textiles, which are 

used for various applications ranging 
from agriculture, roads, railway tracks, 
sportswear, health on one end to bullet 
proof jackets, fire proof jackets, high 
altitude combat gear and space 
applications on the other end of 
spectrum. 

 
Why in News? 
 The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) has approved the setting 
up of the National Technical Textiles 
Mission which aims at positioning India 
as a global leader in technical textiles. 

Mission details 
 The National Technical Textiles Mission 

will be implemented for four years from 
2020 and will have four components:  

o Research, innovation and 
development,  

o Promotion and market 
development,  

o Export promotion and education,  
o Training and skill development.  

 The focus will be on usage of technical 
textiles in key flagship missions and 
programmes of the country, including in 
the strategic sectors of agriculture, 
defence, water and infrastructure. 
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2. Assam Accord 
About Assam Accord 
 Popular movements between 1979 and 

1985 against undocumented immigrants 
in Assam led to the Assam Accord. 

 The Assam Accord was a Memorandum 
of Settlement (MoS) signed between 
representatives of the Government of 
India and the leaders of the Assam 
Movement in New Delhi on 15 August 
1985. 

 The Accord agreed that all those 
foreigners who had entered Assam 
between 1951 and 1961 were to be 
given full citizenship, including the right 
to vote. 

 Those who had done so after 1971 
were to be deported; the entrants 
between 1961 and 1971 were to be 
denied voting rights for ten years but 
would enjoy all other rights of 
citizenship. 

 The provisions in the Assam accord 
were used as guidelines in conducting 
the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
in Assam. 

 (Refer Pulse August edition for details on 
NRC) 

Clause 6 of Assam Accord  
 Clause 6 was inserted to safeguard the 

socio-political rights and culture of 
the indigenous people of Assam. 

 Clause 6 envisages constitutional, 
legislative and administrative measures 
to safeguard, protect, preserve and 
promote the cultural, social, linguistic 
identity and heritage of the Assamese 
people.  

 In 2019, the central government 
constituted a high-powered committee 
to suggest ways to implement Clause 6 
of the Assam Accord. 

Why in News? 

 The high-powered committee that the 
Centre constituted for the 
implementation of Clause 6 of the Assam 
Accord submitted its report to the 
Assam state government.  

 

3. Google Station 
About the programme 
 The ‘Station’ programme was started in 

India in 2015 as a partnership between 
Google, Indian Railways and RailTel 
(a Government of India enterprise) to 
bring fast, free public WiFi to over 400 of 
the busiest railway stations. 

Why in News? 
 Google has decided to gradually wind 

down the ‘Station’ service globally as it 
believes that better data plans and 
improving mobile connectivity have 
made it simpler and cheaper for users to 
get online. 

 

 
 Users in India will be able to continue 

using the existing facilities at the over 
400 stations via RailTel, Google’s partner 
in India for the programme. 

 Currently, RailTel is providing free Wi-Fi 
at over 5,600 stations across the country 
with a number of partners. 

 
4. ERO-NET 
About the project 
 ERO-NET Project was introduced by the 

Election Commission of India as a 
common database for all States and UTs 
with data of 91 crore electors.  

 It provides bedrock of electoral roll in 
providing various web services to 
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Conduct of Elections applications of 
Election Commission of India.   

 
 ERO-NET automates the process of 

electoral roll management starting from 
elector registration, field verification of 
electors, decision support system for 
Electoral registration officers and for 
providing extensive integrated value-
added services.  

Why in News? 
 The Election Commission of India has 

been awarded ‘Silver’ Award for 
Excellence in Government Process re-
engineering for digital transformation by 
the Department of Administrative 
Reforms and Public Grievances. 

 The award was given to the Election 
Commission for the ERO-NET Project. 

 
5. CPGRAMS 
About CPGRAMS 
 The Centralized Public Grievance 

Redress And Monitoring System 
(CPGRAMS), is an online web-enabled 
system developed by the National 
Informatics Centre in association with 
the Department of Administrative 
Reforms and Public Grievances 
(DARPG). 

 It has been developed with an objective 
of speedy redress and effective 
monitoring of grievances by 
Ministries/Departments/Organizations 
of Government of India. 

 The CPGRAMS provides the facility to 
lodge a grievance online from any 
geographical location.  

 It enables the citizen to track online the 
grievance being followed up with 
Departments concerned and also 
enables DARPG to monitor the 
grievance.  

 
Why in News?  The government has launched the 

CPGRAMS 7.0 version. 
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 The latest version has mapped last mile 
grievance officers, saving time and 
improving quality of grievance disposal. 

 
6. SPICe+  
About SPICe+  
 Simplified Proforma for Incorporating 

Company Electronically Plus (SPICe+) is 
a new web form which would offer 10 
services by 3 Central Government 
Ministries & Departments (Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs, Ministry of Labour & 
Department of Revenue in the Ministry 
of Finance) and One State Government 
(Maharashtra). 

 Currently, the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs has the electronic form SPICe and 
that would be replaced with SPICe+. 

 The services offered through the new 
form would help in saving as many 
procedures, time and cost for starting 
a business in India. 

Need for the portal 
 India had improved its ranking to the 

63rd spot on the World Bank’s Ease of 
Doing Business (EODB) 2020 survey, out 
of 190 countries. However, the report 
had cited India was lagging behind in 
certain parameters such as starting a 
business. 

 SPICe+ is seen as an effort towards 
achieving the government’s target of 
reaching the 50th spot in the EODB 
Index. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Ministry of Corporate Affairs rolled 

out SPICe+, a new simple application to 
make it further easier for incorporating 
a business in India.  

 
7. National Health Mission  
About NHM 
 National Health Mission (NHM) was 

launched by the Government of India in 
2013 subsuming the National Rural 

Health Mission and National Urban 
Health Mission.  

 The main programmatic components 
include Health System Strengthening in 
rural and urban areas for - 
Reproductive-Maternal- Neonatal-Child 
and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A), and 
Communicable and Non-Communicable 
Diseases.  

 The NHM envisages achievement of 
universal access to equitable, 
affordable & quality health care 
services that are accountable and 
responsive to people's needs. 

 The National Health Mission seeks to 
ensure the achievement of the following 
indicators: 

o Reduce Maternal Mortality Ratio 
(MMR) to 1/1000 live births 

o Reduce Infant Mortality Rate 
(IMR) to 25/1000 live births 

o Reduce Total Fertility Rate (TFR) 
to 2.1 

o Prevention and reduction of 
anaemia in women aged 15–49 
years 

o Prevent and reduce mortality & 
morbidity from communicable, 
non- communicable; injuries and 
emerging diseases 

o Reduce household out-of-pocket 
expenditure on total health care 
expenditure 

o Reduce annual incidence and 
mortality from Tuberculosis by 
half 

o Reduce prevalence of Leprosy to 
<1/10000 population and 
incidence to zero in all districts 

o Annual Malaria Incidence to be 
<1/1000 

o Less than 1 per cent microfilaria 
prevalence in all districts 

o Kala-azar Elimination by 2015, 
<1 case per 10000 population in 
all blocks 
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Why in News? 
 Recently, the National Health Mission 

has raised concerns on increasing 
newborn deaths in Madhya Pradesh.  

 The state has recorded the highest 
percentage of newborn deaths of 11.5% 
against the total admissions to 
government-run sick newborn care units 
(SNCUs) in the past three years across 
the country. India’s average is 7%. 

 Under the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals, all countries aim to 
bring down neonatal mortality to at least 
12 per 1,000 live births. In 2018, it 
stood at 23 for India. 

 
8. Saakshar Bharat Mission 
About the Saakshar Bharat Mission: 
 Saakshar Bharat is a centrally sponsored 

nation-wide scheme focusing on 
increasing women's literacy in India.  

 It was launched in 2009 and 
implemented by the Department of 
School Education & Literacy, Ministry 
of Human Resources Development. 

Targets 
 While the 2011 census showed that 

India's literacy has reached 74.04%, the 
literacy rate of women continues to be 
significantly lower at 65.46%, compared 
to men’s rate of 82.14%.  

 The programme´s focus is on reducing 
this gender disparity and thereby 
achieving the government's target of 
80% national literacy. This will be 
achieved through the provision of basic 
literacy to 70 million non-literate adults 
in the age group of 15 years and beyond, 
of which 60 million are women. 

Components of Saakshar Bharat 
 The four key elements of the programme 

are: 
o Imparting functional literacy and 

numeracy to non-literates 

o Acquiring equivalency to the 
formal educational system 

o Imparting relevant skill 
development programmes 

o Promoting a learning society by 
providing opportunities for 
continuing education 

Why in News? 
 Around 7.64 crore learners successfully 

passed the biannual Basic Assessment 
Test under Saakshar Bharat Mission. 

 
9. Sexual Harassment of Women at 

Workplace Act  
Key provisions of the Act 
 The Sexual Harassment of Women at 

Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and 
Redressal) Act, 2013 addresses the issue 
of workplace sexual harassment faced by 
women in private institutions and 
government organisations.  

 The act superseded Vishakha 
Guidelines laid down by the Supreme 
Court in 1997. 

 The Act defines sexual harassment at the 
work place and creates a mechanism for 
redressal of complaints.  It also provides 
safeguards against false or malicious 
charges. 

 Sexual harassment is defined to include 
unwelcome sexually determined 
behaviour such as physical contact, 
request for sexual favours, sexually 
coloured remarks, screening of 
pornography, or any other conduct of 
sexual nature.  

 Every employer is required to constitute 
an Internal Complaints Committee at 
each office or branch with 10 or more 
employees.   

 The District Officer is required to 
constitute a Local Complaints 
Committee at each district. The Local 
Complaints Committee is to receive 
complaints of sexual harassment from 
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establishments where the Internal 
Complaints Committee has not been 
constituted due to having less than 10 
workers or if the complaint is against the 
employer himself. 

 At least 50 percent of the nominated 
members in any Internal or Local 
Committee must be women.  

 The Complaints Committees have the 
powers of civil courts for gathering 
evidence. 

 The Complaints Committees are 
required to provide for conciliation 
before initiating an inquiry, if requested 
by the complainant.  

Why in News? 
 In a recent Rajya Sabha Proceedings, the 

need to widen the scope of Sexual 
Harassment of Women at Workplace Act 
was discussed as it does not cover other 
kinds of harassments such as gender 
bias. 

 Gender bias refers to discriminatory acts 
against women that may not be of a 
sexual nature. It can take the form of 
humiliation, denial of promotions, 
exclusion from important tasks, removal 
of responsibilities and withholding of 
resources, etc. 

 The recent Economic Survey pointed out 
that the female labour force’s 
participation had dropped from 33% in 
2011-12 to 25.3% in 2017-18. It is a sign 
of this acute problem. 

About Vishakha Guidelines 
 "Vishaka Guidelines" were stipulated by 

the Supreme Court of India, in Vishaka 

and others v State of Rajasthan case in 

1997, regarding sexual harassment at 

workplace.  

 The court stated that these guidelines 

were to be implemented until legislation 

is passed to deal with the issue. 

 

10. ICoSDiTAUS-2020 
What’s in the news? 
 The International Conference on 

Standardisation of Diagnosis and 
Terminologies in Ayurveda, Unani 
and Siddha Systems of Medicine 
(ICoSDiTAUS-2020) concluded in New 
Delhi recently. 

 The conference was jointly organised by 
the Ministry of AYUSH and the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 

 The conference adopted the “New Delhi 
Declaration on Collection and 
Classification of Traditional Medicine 
Diagnostic Data” which emphasised the 
need for including traditional systems of 
medicine like Ayurveda, Unani and 
Siddha in the International 
Classification of Diseases of WHO 
which is the standard diagnostic tool for 
health management across the world. 

About ICD 
 The International Classification of Diseases 

(ICD) provides a method of classifying 
diseases, injuries, and causes of death.  

 The World Health Organization (WHO) 
publishes the ICD to standardize the 
methods of recording and tracking 
instances of diagnosed disease all over 
the world, making it possible to conduct 
research on diseases, their causes, and 
their treatments. 

 

11. Medical Devices under Drugs 
law 

What’s in the news?  
 The Union Health Ministry notified 

medical equipment used on humans 
or animals as "drugs" under the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act, 1940, with effect 
from April 1, 2020. 

 This means, all medical devices will be 
regulated by the government as drugs 
for quality control and price monitoring. 

Present status 
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 Currently, only 23 categories of medical 
devices are regulated under the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act. 

 Following this move, all medical devices 
such as syringes, needles, cardiac stents, 
knee implant, digital thermometers, CT 
scan, MRIs, dialysis machines will be 
regulated under the Act. 

Significance of the move 
 Once notified, the manufacture, import 

and sale of all medical devices will need 
to be certified by the Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organisation 
(CDSCO). 

 The CDSCO will be the nodal authority to 
investigate complaints related to the 
quality and safety aspects of medical 
devices and can suspend the registration 
or cancel licences of firms. 

 It will also make companies, in case of 
violations, liable to be penalised in a 
court of law under the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act, 1940. 

 The move is based on the 
recommendations of the Drugs 
Technical Advisory Board (DTAB). 

About CDSCO 
 The Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organisation, under the Ministry of 
Health & Family Welfare, is the 
National Regulatory Authority of India.  

 Under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 
1940, CDSCO is responsible for  

o approval of Drugs,  
o conduct of Clinical Trials,  
o laying down the standards for 

Drugs,  
o control over the quality of 

imported Drugs in the country 
and  

o coordination of the activities of 
State Drug Control Organizations. 

About DTAB 

 The Drugs Technical Advisory Board is a 
statutory body constituted under the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940. 

 DTAB is the country's highest advisory 
body on technical issues related to 
drugs and medical devices. 

 It is part of the CDSCO in the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare. 

 

12. Bodo Peace Accord 
What is the Bodo issue? 
 Bodos are the single largest community 

among the notified Scheduled Tribes in 
Assam. They constitute about 5-6% of 
Assam’s population. 

 They are an ethnic and linguistic group 
which is a sub-group of the Bodo-
Kachari family. 

 Since 1967, there has been organised 
demand for a separate Bodo state. 

Previous agreements 
 The first Bodo accord was signed with 

the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) in 
1993, leading to creation of a Bodoland 
Autonomous Council with limited 
political powers. 

 In 2003, the second Bodo accord was 
signed with the militant group Bodo 
Liberation Tigers (BLT), leading to 
formation of a Bodoland Territorial 
Council (BTC) with four districts of 
Assam -- Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baska and 
Udalguri -- called the Bodoland 
Territorial Area District (BTAD). 
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 The BTC has control over 30 subjects 
like education, forests, horticulture but 
no jurisdiction on the police, revenue 
and general administration 
departments, which are controlled by 
the Assam government. The BTC was 
formed under the 6th Schedule of the 
Constitution. 

 The demand for a separate state for the 
Bodos has been going on in Assam for 
about five decades and several Bodo 
overground and militant groups raising 
it leading to agitations, protests, violence 
and many deaths. 

Why in News? 
 With an aim to bring permanent peace in 

Bodo-dominated areas in Assam, a 
tripartite accord was signed among the 
Centre, Assam government and Bodo 
representatives, including factions that 
had been waging a violent struggle for a 
separate state of Bodoland. 

 The accord agrees to provide political 
and economic benefits without acceding 
to the demand for a separate state or 
Union Territory. 

Important provisions of the Accord 
 Under the agreement, the existing 

Bodoland Territorial Areas District has 
been renamed as Bodoland Territorial 
Region (BTR).  

 Apart from more legislative, executive, 
administrative and financial powers, 
BTR will now see exchange of villages.  

 As per the agreement, villages 
dominated by Bodos that were presently 
outside the BTAD would be included 
into BTR and those with non-Bodo 
populations would be excluded. This is 
expected to address the issues of both 
tribals currently outside the Bodo 
Council as well as non-tribals currently 
living within the Council. 

 Other significant provision of the new 
accord is the decision to declare Bodo 

language in Devnagri script as an 
associate official language of Assam.  

 Besides, measures for protection of the 
Bodo language and culture and setting 
up several institutions of higher and 
technical education have also been 
provided in the Accord. 

 

13. Draft National Policy For Rare 
Diseases 2020  

What is a rare disease? 
 A rare disease is a health condition of 

low prevalence that affects a small 
number of people compared with other 
prevalent diseases in the general 
population. 

 Rare diseases include genetic diseases, 
rare cancers, infectious tropical diseases 
and degenerative diseases. 80% of rare 
diseases are genetic in origin and hence 
disproportionately impact children.  

Definition of a rare disease 
 There is no universally accepted 

definition of rare disease.  
 Different countries have their own 

definitions to suit their specific 
requirements, and according to the 
Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR), it is one in 2,500 people or 
less. 

 So far about 450 rare diseases have been 
recorded in India and it is estimated that 
about 6-8% of the country's population 
is affected by a rare disease. 

Why in News? 
 The Central Government has released 

the draft National Policy For Rare 
Diseases 2020 in public domain. 

Highlights of the draft policy 
 The draft policy categorises rare 

diseases under three categories based 
on clinical experiences and treatment 
availability.  

 It proposes to provide up to Rs 15 lakh 
for rare disease treatment to patients, 
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who need one-time treatment under the 
Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi scheme. 

 Rare diseases categorised under Group 
1, such as Lysosomal Storage Disorders 
(LSDs), immune deficiency disorders, 
chronic granulomatous disease, 
osteopetrosis, Fabry's disease and liver 
or kidney transplant, will be funded 
under the scheme. 

 State Governments can consider 
supporting patients of such rare 
diseases that can be managed with 
special diets or hormonal supplements 
or other relatively low-cost 
interventions. 

 The Government will endeavor to create 
an alternate funding mechanism 
through setting up a digital platform for 
voluntary individual and corporate 
donors to contribute to the treatment 
cost of patients of rare diseases. 

 The draft policy proposes to set up a 
registry of rare diseases under the ICMR. 

Related information 
Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi scheme 
 Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi was set up under 

the Ministry of Health & Family 
Welfare in 1997. 

 The Scheme provides for financial 
assistance to patients, living below 
poverty line and who are suffering from 
major life threatening diseases, to 
receive medical treatment at any of the 
super specialty Government hospitals / 
institutes. 

Orphan drugs 
 As the number of persons suffering from 

individual rare diseases is small, they do 
not constitute a significant market for 
drug manufacturers to develop and 
bring to market drugs for them.  

 For this reason, rare diseases are also 
called ‘orphan diseases’ and drugs to 
treat them are called “orphan drugs”. 

 

14. National Deworming Day  
About the programme 
 National Deworming Day (NDD) is an 

initiative of the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare to reduce the 
prevalence of Soil Transmitted 
Helminths (STH) (commonly called the 
parasitic intestinal worms) among all 
children and adolescents. 

 STHs including hookworm, roundworm, 
and whipworm are transmitted via eggs 
in faeces deposited in the local 
environment, typically through open 
defecation or lack of proper hygiene 
after defecating. 

 STH infections can lead to anemia, 
malnutrition, impaired mental and 
physical & cognitive development. 

Components of National Deworming Day 
 Launched in 2015, the NDD program 

targets to deworm all preschool and 
school-age children (enrolled and non-
enrolled) between the ages of 1-19 
years in order to improve their overall 
health, nutritional status, access to 
education and quality of life. 

 The program is implemented by the 
Ministries of Women and Child 
Development and Human Resource 
Development, where the anganwadi 
workers and teachers administer 
Albendazole tablet (deworming drug), 
to children and adolescents at the 
anganwadis and schools. 

 NDD is observed bi-annually on 10th 
February and 10th August in all states 
and UTs followed by mop-up activities. 

 NDD is a key intervention of Anemia 
Mukt Bharat.  

Why in News? 
 Recently, the Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare conducted the tenth 
round of National Deworming Day. 

Related information 
Anaemia Mukt Bharat  
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 The Anaemia Mukt Bharat initiative aims 
to strengthen the existing mechanisms 
and foster newer strategies for tackling 
anaemia. 

 It follows a 6X6X6 strategy (six target 
beneficiary groups, through six 
interventions and six institutional 
mechanisms) to reduce prevalence of 
anaemia by 3 percentage points per 
year. 

 

 
 The six population groups under AMB 

strategy are: 
o Children (6-59 months) 
o Children (5-9 years) 
o Adolescents girls and boys (10-19 

years) 
o Pregnant women 
o Lactating women 
o Women of Reproductive Age 

(WRA) group (15-49 years)  

 
15. Women Army officers eligible 

for permanent commission 
Background 
 The induction of women officers in the 

Army started in 1992.  
 They were commissioned for a period of 

five years in certain chosen streams 
such as Army Education Corps, Corps of 
Signals, Intelligence Corps, and Corps of 
Engineers.  

 In 2006, the Short Service Commission 
(SSC) scheme was introduced, which 
was extended to women officers. Under 
SSC, they were commissioned for a 
period of 10 years, extendable up to 
14 years.  

 They were to be however, restricted to 
roles in certain chosen streams — which 
excluded combat arms such as infantry 
and armoured corps. 

Denial of Permanent Commission 
 While male SSC officers could opt for 

permanent commission (career in the 
army until one retires) at the end of 10 
years of service, this option was not 
available to women officers.  

2019 order 
 The government passed an order in 

February 2019 for the grant of PC to 
SSC women officers in 10 non-combat 
branches of the army. 

 The order proposed that women officers 
with up to 14 years of service would be 
granted PC, while those above 14 years 
would be permitted to serve for up to 20 
years and retire with pension without 
being considered for PC. 

 However, the order also stated that the 
women officers would not hold any 
command appointments, but only staff 
posts. 

Why is it significant? 
 The Indian Army is called a command-

oriented Army.  
 Anyone who has to be given further 

positions up the chain of command has 
to first be experienced in command at 
the level of a full Colonel, a unit 
command. So far, this was denied to 
women.  

Why in News? 
 The Supreme Court, in a recent 

judgement, declared that Short Service 
Commission women officers are eligible 
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for permanent commission in the Army 
irrespective of their years of service. 

 According to the order, the new policy 
will also benefit all SSC women officers. 
SSC women officers with less than 14 
years, as well as beyond 14 years of 
service will be granted PC. 

Command posts 
 The apex court has also removed the 

restriction of women officers only being 
allowed to serve in staff appointments. It 
means that women officers will be 
eligible to tenant all the command 
appointments, at par with male officers. 

 This would open avenues for further 
promotions to higher ranks for them. 

 The exclusion of women from combat 

operations was not examined by the 

court as it was not contested in the case. 

 

16. Vadhavan Port 
Major ports in India 
 Currently, India has 12 major ports. These 

are Kandla Port (Gujarat), Jawaharlal 

Nehru Port (JNPT; Maharashtra), 

Mumbai Port Trust (Maharashtra), New 

Mangalore Port (Karnataka), Cochin Port 

(Kerala), Mormugao Port (Goa), Paradip 

Port (Odisha), Visakhapatnam (Andhra 

Pradesh), Port of Kolkata (West Bengal), 

Chennai Port (Tamil Nadu), Tuticorin 

Port (Tamil Nadu), Ennore Port (also 

known as Kamarajar Port; Tamil Nadu). 

 While the major ports fall under the 

administrative control of the Ministry of 

Shipping, the non-major ports come 

under the administrative jurisdiction of 

the respective State maritime boards 

or governments. 

 Of the major ports, only Ennore has been 

constituted under the Companies Act, 

2013, while the rest are administered 

and governed by the provisions of the 

Major Port Trusts Act 1963.  

 

 
Why in News? 
 The Union Cabinet has approved the 

setting up of the country’s 13th major 
port at Vadhavan in Maharashtra. 

 The Vadhavan port will be developed on 
“landlord model”.  

 A special purpose vehicle (SPV) will be 
formed, which will develop the port 
infrastructure, besides establishing 
connectivity to the hinterland.  

 SPV is an entity which is formed for a single, 
well-defined and narrow purpose. An SPV 
can be formed for any lawful purpose. 

 The Jawaharlal Nehru Port is the biggest 
container port in India and the 28th 
largest in the world. When ready, the 
government expects Vadhavan port to 
be among the top 10 container ports in 
the world. 

Models of port infrastructures 
Landlord model 
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 The landlord port is characterized by its 
mixed public-private orientation.  

 Under this model, the publicly governed 
port authority acts as a regulatory body 
and as landlord (with ownership of the 
port), while port operations (especially 
cargo handling) are carried out by 
private companies. 

Service port model 

 In the service port model, the port 
authority owns the land and all available 
assets (fixed and mobile) and performs 
all regulatory and port functions.  

 Here, the port trust is both the landlord 
and the cargo terminal operator. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
1. CMS COP 13  
About Convention on Migratory Species  
 The Convention on Migratory Species 

(CMS), also known as the Bonn 
Convention, is an environmental treaty 
under the aegis of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). 

 It aims to conserve terrestrial, aquatic 
and avian migratory species throughout 
their range. 

 The convention has 130 Parties 
(including India). 

 Migratory species threatened with 
extinction are listed on Appendix I of 
the Convention. 

 Migratory species that need or would 
significantly benefit from international 
co-operation are listed in Appendix II of 
the Convention.  

Why in News? 
 India hosted the 13th Conference of the 

Parties (COP 13) to the Convention on 
Migratory Species in Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat. 

 During the COP13, CMS conferred on 
India the Champion of Migratory 
Species award for joining its small 
grants programme and committing to 
keep its development projects wildlife-
friendly. 

India & Migratory Species 
 India is a temporary home to several 

migratory animals and birds. The 
important among these include Amur 
Falcons, Bar-headed Geese, Black-
necked cranes, Marine turtles, Dugongs, 
Humpbacked Whales, etc.  

 The Indian sub-continent is also part of a 
major bird flyway network, the Central 
Asian Flyway (CAF) that covers areas 
between the Arctic and Indian Oceans, 

and covers at least 279 populations of 
182 migratory water-bird species, 
including 29 globally threatened species.  

 India has also launched the National 
Action Plan for the conservation of 
migratory species along the Central 
Asian Flyway. 

About UNEP 
 The United Nations Environment 

Programme is the leading environmental 
authority in the United Nations system.  

 It promotes the coherent 
implementation of the environmental 
dimension of sustainable development 
within the United Nations system. 

 Headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya, it was 
founded as a result of the UN Conference 
on the Human Environment (also known 
as the Stockholm Conference) in 1972. 

 Since 1997, UNEP has also published its 
Global Environment Outlook (GEO), a 
comprehensive report on the global 
state of the environment.  

 
2. State of India’s Birds 
About the report  
 This is the first comprehensive 

assessment of the distribution range, 
trends in abundance, and conservation 
status for most of the bird species that 
regularly occur in India. 

 The primary data used in this report is 
the 10+ million observations uploaded 
by Indian birdwatchers to eBird, an 
online birding notebook. 

 The report is a multi-institutional effort, 

with different organizations 

contributing their expertise, time and 

funds. The partnership consists of ten 

institutions from across the country. 
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Highlights of the report 
 Only 48 per cent of all the species 

analyzed in the report have registered a 
stable bird population and a slight 
increase in their numbers. The report 
classified 101 species as of High 
Conservation Concern, and require 
immediate attention. 

 The report has noted a dramatic jump in 
the number of the national bird 
peacock.  

 Contrary to the speculations of the house 
sparrow experiencing a big fall in 
numbers, the report has found that its 
population has remained stable over the 
last 2-3 decades.  

 The four species of bustards in India – 
the Great Indian Bustard, Macqueen’s 
Bustard, Lesser Florican and Bengal 
Florican, have all suffered continuous 
population declines because of historical 
hunting and widespread habitat loss, 
compounded with their slow growth and 
reproduction. 

What’s in the news? 
 The state of India’s bird report 2020 was 

released at the 13th COP of the 
Convention on Migratory Species. 

 
3. Future of Earth Report 2020 
About Future Earth and its South Asia 

Regional Office  

 Future Earth is a global network of 
scientists, researchers, and innovators 
collaborating for a more sustainable 
planet. 

 South Asia Regional Office of Future 
Earth is hosted by the Divecha Centre 
for Climate Change, Bengaluru. It 
seeks to promote sustainability and 
climate research and adapt and spread 
the vision of Future Earth in the region. 

Why in News? 
 The South Asia Regional Office of Future 

Earth has released “The Future of Earth, 
2020” report.  

 The report was prepared with the aim of 
reducing carbon footprint and halting 
global warming below 2 degree Celsius 
by 2050. 

Highlights of the report 
 The report has listed five global risks 

that have the potential to impact and 
amplify one another in ways that may 
cascade to create global systemic crisis. 
They are: 

o failure of climate change 
mitigation and adaptation;  

o extreme weather events;  
o major biodiversity loss and 

ecosystem collapse;  
o food crises; and  
o water crises,  
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4. Coral restoration in Gulf of 
Kachchh 

What are coral reefs? 
 Coral reefs are large underwater 

structures composed of the skeletons of 
colonial marine invertebrates called 
coral.  

 The coral species that build reefs are 
known as hermatypic, or "hard," 
corals because they extract calcium 
carbonate (CaCO3) from seawater to 
create a hard, durable exoskeleton that 
protects their soft, sac-like bodies.  

 Other species of corals that are not 
involved in reef building are known as 
“soft” corals. These types of corals are 
flexible organisms often resembling 
plants and trees and include species 
such as sea fans and sea whips. 

Symbiotic relationship 
 Most reef-building corals contain 

photosynthetic algae, called 
zooxanthellae, that live in their tissues. 
The corals and algae have a symbiotic 
relationship.  

 The coral provides the algae with a 
protected environment and compounds 
they need for photosynthesis. In return, 
the algae produce oxygen and help the 
coral to remove wastes. The presence of 
the zooxanthellae also provides colored 
pigments to help protect the coral's 
white skeleton from sunlight. 

Significance of Coral reefs 
 Coral reefs only occupy 0.1% of the area 

of the ocean but they support 25% of all 
marine species on the planet.  

 Because of the diversity of life found in 
the habitats created by corals, reefs are 
often called the "rainforests of the 
sea." 

Geographical distribution 
 The reef-building corals prefer to grow 

at  

o depths shallower than 30 m 
(100 ft), or  

o where the temperature range is 
between 16-32°C, and  

o light levels are high 
 The majority of reef building corals are 

found within tropical and subtropical 
waters. These typically occur between 
30°N and 30°S of the equator. 

 The largest of these coral reef systems, 
the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, is 
more than 1,500 miles long (2,400 
kilometers). 

 
Coral reefs in India 
 Coral reefs are present in the areas of 

Gulf of Kutch, Gulf of Mannar, 
Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep 
Islands and Malvan coast of 
Maharashtra. 

Main threats to coral reefs 
 Climate change: Warmer water 

temperatures can result in coral 
bleaching. When water is too warm, 
corals expel the algae (zooxanthellae) 
living in their tissues causing the coral to 
turn completely white. This is called 
coral bleaching. When a coral bleaches, 
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it is not dead. Corals can survive a 
bleaching event, but they are under 
more stress and are subject to mortality.  

 Ocean acidification: Ocean acidification 
is caused by rising levels of CO2 in the 
atmosphere. Oceans absorb some of the 
CO2. As CO2 enters the ocean, it reacts 
with water increasing hydrogen ion 
concentration (thus decreasing ocean 
pH) and decreasing the carbonate ion 
concentration. A reduction in carbonate 
ions affects the Calcification process of 
Corals. 

 Calcification is the process by which 
corals form their skeletons by combining 
calcium ions and carbonate ions to create 
calcium carbonate. 

 Pollution: Urban and industrial waste, 
plastics, sewage, agrochemicals, and oil 
pollution are poisoning reefs. Some 
pollutants, such as sewage and runoff 
from farming, increase the level of 
nitrogen in seawater, causing an 
overgrowth of algae. 

 Sedimentation: Erosion caused by 
construction, mining, logging, and 
farming is leading to increased sediment 
in rivers. This ends up in the ocean, 
where it can smother corals by depriving 
them of the light needed to survive.  

 Destructive fishing practices: These 
include cyanide fishing, blast or 

dynamite fishing, bottom trawling, and 
muro-ami (banging on the reef with 
sticks). Bottom-trawling is one of the 
greatest threats to cold-water coral 
reefs. 

Why in News? 
 The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), 

with help from Gujarat’s forest 
department, is attempting to restore 
coral reefs using biorock or mineral 
accretion technology near the Gulf of 
Kachchh. 

Mechanism of Biorock technology 
 Biorock is the name given to the 

substance formed by electro 
accumulation of minerals dissolved in 
seawater on steel structures that are 
lowered onto the sea bed and are 
connected to a power source. 

 The technology works by passing a small 
amount of electrical current through 
electrodes in the water. When a 
positively charged anode and negatively 
charged cathode are placed on the 
seafloor, with an electric current flowing 
between them, calcium ions combine 
with carbonate ions and adhere to the 
structure (cathode).  

 This results in calcium carbonate 
formation. Coral larvae adhere to the 
CaCO3 and grow quickly, thus assisting 
the Calcification process. 
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ORGANISATIONS 
1. Commonwealth  
About Commonwealth of Nations 
 Formerly known as the British 

Commonwealth, the Commonwealth of 
Nations is a loose association of former 

British colonies and current 
dependencies, along with some 
countries that have no historical ties to 
Britain.  

 It was only after the independence of 
India and Pakistan in 1947 that the 
Commonwealth acquired its modern 
shape. It dropped the word British from 
its name, the allegiance to the crown 
from its statute, and became an 
association for decolonised nations.  

 The British monarch, however, 
remained the official head of the 
Commonwealth. 

 The Commonwealth adopted its 
Charter in 2012, which commits 
members to 16 core values of 
democracy, gender equality, sustainable 
development and international peace 
and security. 

 Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meetings (CHOGM) are held every two 
years to discuss issues of common 
interest. 

 At present, the Commonwealth is a 
voluntary association of 54 independent 
and equal countries (including India). 
All members have an equal say 
regardless of size or wealth to make 
sure even the smallest countries have a 
voice in shaping the Commonwealth. 

Why in News? 
 Maldives re-joined the Commonwealth, 

more than three years after it quit the 
association. 

 The island nation quit the 
Commonwealth in 2016 after being 
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threatened with suspension over its 
human rights record and lack of 
progress on democratic reform. 

 Maldives has been readmitted after 
showing evidence of functioning 
democratic processes and popular 
support for being part of the family of 
nations. 

 

2. National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 

About NCPCR 
 The National Commission for Protection 

of Child Rights (NCPCR) is a statutory 
body established under the Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005. 

 The commission works under the aegis 
of Ministry of Women and Child 
development. 

 NCPCR is mandated to function for the 
protection and promotion of child rights.  

 The Commission may inquire into 
complaints and take suo motu notice of 
matters relating to- 

o Deprivation and violation of child 
rights; 

o Non-implementation of laws 
providing for protection and 
development of children; 

o Non-compliance of policy 
decisions, guidelines or 
instructions aimed at mitigating 
hardships to and ensuring 
welfare of the children and to 
provide relief to such children; 

Why in News? 
 A parliamentary panel has 

recommended a code of conduct for 
Internet service providers (ISPs) and 
strengthening the National Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights to curb 
child pornography. 
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FLORA & FAUNA 

1. Indian pangolin 

About Pangolins 
 Pangolins are among the most trafficked 

wildlife species in the world. The Indian 
pangolin, which resembles an ant-eater 
but dons a thick scaly skin, is hunted for 
meat and used in traditional Chinese 
medicine. 

 It is under ENDANGERED status 
according to the IUCN red list.  

 The IUCN has flagged that these animals 
have seen a rapid reduction in 
population. The projected population 
declines range from 50% to 80 % across 
the genus. 

 Out of the eight species of pangolin, the 
Indian Pangolin and the Chinese 
Pangolin are found in India. Both these 
species are listed under Schedule I of 
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

 

 
Why in the news? 
 The Madhya Pradesh forest department 

has radio-tagged an Indian Pangolin for 
the first time in order to know its 
ecology and develop an effective 
conservation plan for it.  

 The radio-tagging is part of a joint 
project by the department and the 
Wildlife Conservation Trust that also 
involves the species’ monitoring apart 
from other activities. 

 Wildlife Conservation Trust is a non-
profit Indian nature conservation 
organization. 
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AGRICULTURE 
1. SUTRA PIC 
About SUTRA PIC 
 SUTRA PIC (Scientific Utilisation Through 

Research Augmentation-Prime Products 
from Indigenous Cows) is an inter-
Ministerial funding program to promote 
research on ‘indigenous’ cows.  

 The initiative is led by the Department 
of Science and Technology (DST).  

 It has the Department of Biotechnology, 
the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, the Ministry for AYUSH among 
others and the Indian Council of Medical 
Research as partners.  

 Researchers from academic 
organisations as well as capable 
voluntary organisations (NGOs) active in 
India with proven record of 
accomplishment in executing S&T-based 
R&D projects were invited to apply for 
funding. 

Five themes 
 SUTRA PIC has five themes:  

o Uniqueness of Indigenous 
Cows,  

o Prime-products from 
Indigenous Cows for Medicine 
and Health,  

o Prime-products from 
Indigenous Cows for 
Agricultural Applications,  

o Prime-products from 
Indigenous Cows for Food and 
Nutrition,  

o Prime-products from 
indigenous cows-based utility 
items. 

Why in News? 
 The government has unveiled the SUTRA 

PIC programme to conduct research on 
‘indigenous’ cows.  

 
2. Market Intelligence and Early 

Warning System Portal 
About the MIEWS Portal 
 The Market Intelligence and Early 

Warning System (MIEWS) Portal intends 
to arrest volatility of prices of tomato, 
onion and potato (TOP). 

 The portal is a platform to monitor 
prices of TOP and alert the government 
to take timely action in the case of price 
crash due to glut under the terms of the 
Operation Greens scheme.   

 The web portal was developed by 
cooperative NAFED. 

 The alerts will be triggered: 
o when prices of these three 

perishable commodities fall to a 
three-year low levels at the time 
of harvest or  

o when the price fall is more than 
50 per cent from the year ago or  

o when the fall in rates is lower 
than the benchmark fixed by the 
Centre/state government for a 
specified period. 
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Why in News? 
 The Ministry of Food Processing 

Industries launched the MIEWS Web 
Portal. 

About Operation Greens 
 Operation Greens was launched by the 

Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries to stabilize the supply of 
Tomato, Onion and Potato (TOP) crops 
and to ensure availability of TOP crops 
throughout the country round the year 
without price volatility.  

 NAFED acts as the nodal agency to 
implement price stabilisation measures 
under Operation Greens. 

About NAFED 
 National Agriculture Cooperative 

Marketing Federation of India (NAFED) 
was established in 1958 under the 
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare. 

 Its objective is to promote Cooperative 
marketing of agriculture produce to 
benefit the farmers. 

 It is registered under the Multi State Co-
operative Societies Act. 
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ECONOMY 
1. National Statistical Office  
About NSO 
 The National Statistical Office (NSO) is 

the Statistics Wing of the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme 
Implementation. 

 In 2019, the central government merged 
the Central Statistical Organisation 
(CSO) and National Sample Survey 
Organisation (NSSO) into the National 
Statistical Organisation. 

 NSO is mandated with the following 
responsibilities:- 

o acts as the nodal agency for 
planned development of the 
statistical system in the country 

o compiles and releases the Index 
of Industrial Production (IIP) 
every month and conducts the 
Annual Survey of Industries 
(ASI); 

o organizes and conducts periodic 
all-India Economic Censuses 

o prepares national accounts as 
well as publishes annual 
estimates of national product, 
government and private 
consumption expenditure, capital 
formation, savings, etc. as also the 
state level gross capital formation 
of supra-regional sectors and 
prepares comparable estimates 
of State Domestic Product (SDP) 
at current prices; 

Why in News? 
 The National Statistical Office has 

released its growth estimates for the 
third quarter ended December 31, 2019. 

 India’s GDP grew at 4.7 per cent in the 
October-December quarter, down from 
the revised estimate of 5.1 per cent in 
the second quarter. 

 India's economic growth for the current 
fiscal (FY 2019-20) has been pegged at 5 
per cent - the lowest in 11 years. 

 
2. Restrictions on import of refined 
palm oil 
What’s in the news? 
 The government has amended the 

existing trade policy to put restrictions 
on import of refined palm oils. 

 Refined palm has now moved from the 
“free” to “restricted” category of 
foreign trade. 

Rationale behind the move 
 Both refined and crude edible oils were 

under the “free” category of foreign 
trade, resulting in an unrestricted inflow 
into the country.  

 Now refined palm oil can be imported 
only after obtaining an import licence 
while crude oils can continue to be 
shipped without the requirement of any 
kind of licences. 

 This will help India encourage import 
of more crude oils, facilitating better 
utilisation of the refining capacity of 
the domestic industry and in turn more 
jobs will also be created. 

 The existing refining capacity in the 
country is around 30 million tonnes, but 
only 45% of the capacity is being utilised 
at present. 

India’s scenario 
 India, the world's largest importer of 

vegetable oils, buys nearly 15 million 
tonne annually, spending around Rs 
70,000 crore. 

 Out of this, around 20% is refined oils 
and the rest is crude. Now more crude 
oil will be imported. 

 India imports only palm oil in both 
refined and crude forms while other 
edible oils like sunflower, soyabean and 
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rapeseed are imported only in the crude 
form. 

 Indonesia and Malaysia are the two 
countries which supply palm oil. 

 

3. Masala bonds  
About Masala bonds 
 Masala Bonds are rupee-denominated 

borrowings issued by Indian entities in 
overseas markets.  

 These bonds are directly pegged to the 
Indian currency. So, investors will 
directly take the exchange rate risks. 
If the value of Indian Rupee falls, the 
foreign investor will have to bear the 
losses, not the issuer which is an Indian 
entity or a corporate.  

 When foreign investors eagerly invest in 
Masala Bonds, it would help in tackling 
the depreciation of rupee.  

 Besides helping in diversifying funding 
sources, the costs of borrowing via 
masala bonds could also turn out to be 
lower than domestic markets. 

Why in News? 
 Asian Development Bank (ADB) has 

listed its 10-year masala bonds on the 
global debt listing platform of India INX. 

About India INX 
 The India International Exchange 

Limited (India INX) is India's first 
international stock exchange.  

 It is located at the International 
Financial Services Centre (IFSC), GIFT 
City in Gujarat.  

 It is a subsidiary of BSE Limited.  
About ADB 
 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) was 

founded in 1966 with the primary 
mission of fostering growth and 
cooperation among countries in the 
Asia-Pacific Region. 

 It is headquartered in Manila, 
Philippines.  

 At present, ADB comprises 68 members 
(including India)- of which 49 are from 
within Asia and the Pacific and 19 
outside. 

 The ADB was modeled closely on the 
World Bank, and has a similar weighted 
voting system where votes are 
distributed in proportion with members' 
capital subscriptions. 

 The two largest shareholders of the ADB 
are the US and Japan.  

 ADB is an official United Nations 
Observer. 

 
4. NABARD 
About NABARD 
 National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) was 
established in 1982 by an Act of the 
Parliament.  

 NABARD, as a Development Bank, is 
mandated for providing and regulating 
credit and other facilities for the 
promotion and development of 
agriculture, small scale industries, 
cottage and village industries, 
handicrafts and other rural crafts and 
other allied economic activities in rural 
areas with a view to promoting 
integrated rural development. 

 NABARD is wholly owned by the 
Government of India. 

Why in News? 
 The Banks Board Bureau has 

recommended the name of Chintala 
Govinda Rajulu for appointment as the 
next Chairman of the NABARD. 

About Banks Board Bureau  
 The Banks Board Bureau was constituted 

in 2016 as an autonomous 
recommendatory body to improve the 
governance of Public Sector Banks 
(PSBs). 

 The Bureau has the mandate to 
recommend for selection of heads - PSBs 
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and Financial Institutions and help 
Banks in developing strategies and 
capital raising plans.  

 

5. CRR exemption 
About CRR 
 Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) is a portion 

of the banks’ net demand and time 
liabilities (NDTL) that need to be kept 
as reserves with the RBI.  

 At present, CRR is 3% of NDTL. 
About SLR 
 Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) is a 

portion of the banks’ NDTL that is 
required to invest in assets specified 
by RBI, including gold, and 
government bonds and securities. 

 At present, SLR is 18.25% of NDTL. 
Key differences between CRR and SLR 
 CRR is the percentage of the NDTL that a 

bank has to keep with the RBI. On the 
other hand, SLR is the percentage of 
deposit that the banks have to keep as 
liquid assets in their own vault. 

 Another important difference 
between CRR and SLR is that CRR has 
to be maintained in cash while SLR 
can be maintained either in cash or in 
assets that RBI suggests.  

 Banks don’t earn any returns from 
the money parked in the form of CRR. 
However, banks can earn returns from 
SLR. Most of the banks will be keeping 
their SLR in the form of government 
securities as it will earn them an 
interest income. 

Why in News? 
 In a bid to spur credit growth and 

boost demand, the RBI has exempted 
banks from maintaining CRR for 
loans to retail and micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) for five 
years, if these loans are extended 
between January 31 and July 31, 2020. 

 

6. Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) 

About MPC 
 In 2016, the Monetary Policy Committee 

(MPC) was constituted by the 
government to add transparency to 
monetary policy decisions.  

 The MPC is a committee of the RBI, 
headed by its Governor, which is 
entrusted with the task of fixing the 
benchmark policy interest rate (repo 
rate) to contain inflation within the 
specified target level (CPI within 4 
percent with a band of (+/-) 2). 

 The MPC has six members 
o RBI Governor (Chairperson), 

RBI Deputy Governor in charge of 
monetary policy, one official 
nominated by the RBI Board and 
remaining 3 members would 
represent the Government. 

 The MPC makes decisions based on 
majority vote.  

 In case of a tie, the RBI governor will 
have a second or casting vote.  

Why in News? 
 The Monetary Policy Committee has 

decided to keep the policy repo rate 
unchanged at 5.15% 

 
7. FDI for insurance intermediaries  
What’s in the news? 
 The Department for Promotion of Industry 

and Internal Trade (DPIIT), under the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
amended the FDI policy to allow 100% 
FDI for insurance intermediaries 
under automatic approval route. 

 Insurance intermediaries are brokers or 
agents who liaise between insurance 
companies and customers. Intermediary 
services include insurance brokers, re-
insurance brokers, insurance 
consultants, corporate agents, third 
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party administrators, surveyors and loss 
assessors. 

 The FDI policy earlier allowed 49% foreign 
investment (under automatic route) in 
the insurance sector, which includes 
insurance intermediaries. Notably, FDI 
for insurance companies is still capped 
at 49 per cent.  

Related information 
FDI prohibited sectors in India 
 Lottery Business including 

Government/private lottery, online 
lotteries, etc 

 Gambling and Betting including casinos 
 Chit Funds 
 Nidhi Company 
 Real Estate Business (except certain 

categories which registered and 
regulated under the SEBI (REITs) 
Regulations, 2014) or Construction of 
farm houses  

 Manufacturing of cigars, cheroots, 
cigarillos and cigarettes, of tobacco or of 
tobacco substitutes 

 Sectors not open to private sector 
investment- atomic energy, railway 
operations (other than permitted 
activities mentioned under the 
Consolidated FDI policy) 

 Trading in Transferable Development 
Rights (TDRs).  

 TDRs means certificates issued in respect 
of category of land acquired for public 
purposes, either by the Central or State 
Government in consideration of 
surrender of land by the owner without 
monetary compensation, which are 
transferable in part or whole. 

 
8. EASE 3.0 
About EASE 3.0 
 Ease (Enhanced Access and Service 

Excellence) 3.0 is a reform agenda for 
Public Sector Banks (PSBs) which aims 

at providing smart, tech-enabled 
public sector banking for aspiring 
India.  

 EASE 3.0 seeks to enhance ease of 
banking in all customer experiences, 
using technology, fintech, alternate data 
and analytics.  

 
 Dial-a-loan for doorstep loan facilitation 

and digitalised branch experience are 
some of the elements on the agenda.  

Why in News? 
 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

launched the EASE 3.0 reform agenda 
for PSBs. 

 
9. Union Budget 2020-21  
 Note: Compilation of important schemes 

discussed in the Budget will be released as a 
separate document shortly. 

Highlights of Union Budget 2020-21  
 Three prominent themes of the Budget 

o Aspirational India  
o Economic Development for all  
o Caring Society 

Agriculture & allied activities 
 Strengthening Jaivik Kheti Portal to 

promote organic farming. 
 Jaivik kheti portal is the online national 

organic products market which 
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facilitates Farmer, Local Group and 
Input Supplier to sell their Organic 
Product and fertiliser. 

 Livestock:  
o Doubling of milk processing 

capacity to 108 million MT from 
53.5 million MT by 2025. 

o Artificial insemination to be 
increased to 70% from the 
present 30%. 

o Foot and Mouth Disease, 
Brucellosis in cattle and Peste 
Des Petits ruminants (PPR) in 
sheep and goats to be eliminated 
by 2025. 

Education 
 Special bridge courses to be designed 

by the Ministries of Health, and Skill 
Development:   

o To fulfill the demand for teachers, 
nurses, paramedical staff and 
care-givers abroad. 

o To bring in equivalence in the 
skill sets of the workforce and 
employers’ standards. 

 Urban local bodies to provide internship 
to young engineers for a year. 

 Degree-level full-fledged online 
education programmes by institutions 
ranked in top 100 in NIRF rankings, 
especially to benefit underprivileged 
students. 

 External Commercial Borrowings and 
FDI to be enabled for the education 
sector. 

 IND-SAT exam will be held for Asian 
and African students for scholarships to 
'Study in India'. 

Industry & Commerce 
 To augment India's infrastructure and 

create jobs, the government will launch 
Rs 103 lakh crore infra projects under 
the National Infrastructure Pipeline. 

 The Budget proposes to grant 100% tax 
exemptions for sovereign wealth funds 

(SWFs) of foreign governments for 
their investments in the infrastructure 
sector in India to give a boost to the infra 
investments in the country. 

 A sovereign wealth fund is a state-
owned investment fund or entity which 
comprises pools of money derived from 
a country's reserves.  

 Apart from the National Investment 
and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) - 
India’s only SWF, India has already seen 
a large pool of infrastructure 
investments by global SEFs such as 
Singapore based GIC, Abu Dhabi 
Investment Authority and Qatar 
Investment Authority. 

Culture & Tourism 
 An Indian Institute of Heritage and 

Conservation under the Ministry of 
Culture is proposed with the status of a 
deemed University. 

 5 archaeological sites to be developed as 
iconic sites with on-site Museums: 

o Rakhigarhi (Haryana) 
o Hastinapur (Uttar Pradesh) 
o Shivsagar (Assam) 
o Dholavira (Gujarat) 
o Adichanallur (Tamil Nadu) 

Financial Sector 
 Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation (DICGC) permitted to 
increase Deposit Insurance Coverage to 
Rs. 5 lakh from Rs.1 lakh per depositor 
to provide a greater measure of 
protection to depositors. 

 DICGC is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
the RBI. 

 Banks covered by Deposit Insurance 
Scheme- All commercial banks including 
branches of foreign banks functioning in 
India, local area banks, regional rural 
banks and co-operative banks. 

Fiscal deficit 
 The government pegged the fiscal 

deficit as a percentage of the GDP for 
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FY20 and FY21 at 3.8 per cent and 3.5 
per cent, respectively, invoking the 
escape clause in the FRBM Act. 

 In 2017, the FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility 
and Budget Management) Act review 
committee headed by NK Singh 
recommended bringing down the fiscal 
deficit to 3% of the GDP by 2020. 

 The escape clause under the FRBM Act 
provides for a deviation from the 
estimated fiscal deficit on account of 
structural reforms in the economy with 
unanticipated fiscal implications. The 
deviation from the stipulated fiscal 
deficit target must not exceed 0.5 
percentage points in a year. 

 Escape clauses provide flexibility to 
governments to overshoot fiscal deficit 
targets in times of need, enabling them 
to respond to economic shocks. 

Dividend Distribution Tax (DDT) 
 Finance Minister also announced 

abolition of dividend distribution tax 
(DDT).  

 A dividend is the sum that a company 
pays its shareholders from the profits it 
earns, and DDT is the tax levied on that 
dividend. Only a domestic company is 
liable to pay this tax.  

 DDT is paid by the company. The 
government currently taxes at the rate 
of 20.35 per cent (including cess and 
surcharge) on dividends distributed by 
companies to their shareholders.  

 Henceforth, companies will not be 
required to pay DDT. Dividends will be 
taxed only at the hands of recipients. 

Disinvestment 
 For the next financial year, the 

government has pegged an ambitious 
disinvestment target of Rs 2.1 lakh 
crore. 

 The government has also announced 
that it will sell a part of its holding in 
Life Insurance Corporation of India 

(LIC) through an initial public offering 
(IPO). The government owns 100 per 
cent of LIC. 

 The LIC was founded in 1956 when the 
Parliament of India passed the Life 
Insurance of India Act that 
nationalised the insurance industry in 
India.  

 It is a part of efforts to push through an 
aggressive disinvestment and asset 
monetisation programme. 

Infrastructure 
 The Budget proposes to set up a ‘Kisan 

Rail’ through the public-private-
partnership (PPP) mode. The Kisan Rail 
train with frozen containers is expected 
to build a seamless national cold supply 
chain for perishables, inclusive of fish, 
meat and milk. 

 Redevelopment of four stations and 
operation of 150 passenger trains would 
be done through the public-private-
partnership (PPP) mode. 

 Ministry of Civil Aviation to launch 
Krishi Udaan scheme to transport agro 
products to national as well as 
international destinations. It would aim 
to improve value realisation, especially 
in Northeastern and tribal districts. It 
would also make farmers competitive 
and augment income. 

New income tax slabs  
 In Budget 2020, the Finance Minister 

proposed a new set of income tax rates 
for those earning up to Rs 15 lakh a year. 
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 The new tax regime is optional and 

available to those who are willing to 
forego some exemptions and some 
deductions. 

Other key figures 
 For FY 2019-20: 

o Nominal growth of GDP 
estimated at 7.5%. 

o Revised Estimates of 
Expenditure: at Rs.26.99 lakh 
crore 

o Revised Estimates of Receipts: 
estimated at Rs.19.32 lakh crore. 

 For FY 2020-21: 
o Nominal growth of GDP 

estimated at 10%. 
o Receipts: estimated at Rs.22.46 

lakh cr 
o Expenditure: at Rs.30.42 lakh cr. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
1. Solar Orbiter 
About the mission 
 Solar Orbiter is an international 

collaboration mission between the 
European Space Agency (ESA) and 
NASA to study the Sun. 

 
 The spacecraft will travel around the 

Sun on an elliptical orbit and its 
trajectory will bring the spacecraft 
within the orbit of Mercury to study the 
Sun and its influence on space. 

 The spacecraft will capture the first 
images of the sun's Polar Regions and 
shed new light on what gives rise to 
solar wind, which can affect 
infrastructure on Earth. 

Why in News? 
 Solar Orbiter was recently launched to 

space from NASA’s spaceport in Florida, 
U.S. 

 It will take Solar Orbiter about two years 
to reach its primary science orbit. 

About Solar winds 
 The solar wind is a stream of energized, 

charged particles (primarily electrons 
and protons) flowing outward from the 
Sun’s corona. 

 It passes through the solar system at 
speeds as high as 900 km/s and at a 
temperature of 1 million degree Celsius. 
It is made of plasma. 

 Sometimes the solar winds break 
through the Earth’s magnetic field and 
result in a number of effects. 

Effects of the Solar Wind 
 Astronauts and cosmonauts suffer 

serious radiation related health 
conditions if they are caught in the path 
of solar winds. 

 Radio and television communication and 
satellite based internet services are 
disrupted by solar winds. They also 
affect all navigation and communication 
systems. 

 Geomagnetic storms caused by solar 
winds are very strong and can 
destabilize or destroy power grids.  

 The effects of solar winds on the earth 
that are visible to naked eye are the 
Aurora Borealis (the Northern lights) 
at the North Pole and the Aurora 
Australis (the Southern Lights) at the 
South Pole. 
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REPORTS & INDICES 
1. World Air Quality Report 2019  
Highlights of the report 
 India was the fifth most polluted 

country in 2019 with Ghaziabad in the 
National Capital Region ranking as the 
most polluted city in the world. 

 Twenty-one of the world's 30 cities 
with the worst air pollution are in India, 
with six in the top ten. 

 Whilst cities in India, on average, exceed 
the World Health Organisation target for 
annual PM 2.5 exposure by 500%, 
national air pollution decreased by 
20% from 2018 to 2019, with 98% of 
cities experiencing improvements. 

 The report also points to India's launch 
of National Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP) which aims to reduce PM 2.5 
and PM 10 air pollution in 102 cities by 
20-30% by 2024 compared to 2017 
levels.  

What’s in the news? 
 IQAir has released its World Air Quality 

Report 2019. 
 The report is based on the data from 

ground monitoring stations that 
measure levels of PM 2.5 per cubic 
meter. 

 IQAir is a global air quality information 
and tech company. 

PM 2.5 
 PM 2.5 is defined as ambient airborne 

particles measuring up to 2.5 microns in 
size.  

 PM 2.5 includes pollutants such as 
sulfate, nitrates and black carbon.  

 Its microscopic size allows the particles 
to enter the bloodstream via the 
respiratory system and travel 
throughout the body, causing far-
reaching health effects, including 
asthma, lung cancer and heart disease.  
 

2. Ease of Living Index and 
Municipal Performance Index 2019 
What’s in the news? 
 The Ministry of Housing & Urban 

Affairs launched Ease of Living Index 
(EoLI) and Municipal Performance Index 
(MPI) 2019 to help assess the progress 
made in cities through various 
initiatives. 

 Both these indices are designed to assess 
quality of life of citizens in 100 Smart 
Cities and 14 other Million Plus Cities.   

Municipal Performance Index 
 With the Municipal Performance Index 

2019, the Ministry of Housing & Urban 
Affairs sought to assess the performance 
of municipalities based on five enablers 
namely Service, Finance, Planning, 
Technology and Governance which have 
been further divided into 20 sectors 
which will be evaluated across 100 
indicators.  

 This will help Municipalities in better 
planning and management, filling the 
gaps in city administration, and 
improving the liveability of cities for its 
citizens. 

Ease of Living Index  
 Ease of Living Index 2019 is aimed at 

providing a holistic view of Indian cities. 
 EoLI 2019 will facilitate the assessment 

of ease of living of citizens across three 
pillars: Quality of Life, Economic Ability 
and Sustainability which are further 
divided into 14 categories across 50 
indicators. 

 For the first time, a Citizen Perception 
Survey is being conducted, which 
carries 30% of the marks of the Ease of 
Living Index. 

 

3. Financial Secrecy Index 2020 
About the Index 
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 The Financial Secrecy Index ranks 
countries on the size and secretiveness 
of their financial sectors every two 
years.  

 It examines how intensely the country’s 
legal and financial system allows 
wealthy individuals and criminals to 
hide and launder money.  

 It is released by the Tax Justice Network 
(TJN), an independent international 
network. 

Why in News? 
 TJN has released its Network’s Financial 

Secrecy Index 2020. 

 The latest index reveals that financial 
secrecy around the world is decreasing 
as a result of recent transparency 
reforms. 

 While India was placed at 47th position in 
the Index, Cayman Islands was placed at 
the top as the most secretive financial 
system in the world. 

 Countries such as US, Singapore, Japan, 
Netherlands and UAE that figure on the 
top ten list of FSI-2020 (and are 
perceived as actively promoting secrecy 
in global finance) are also among the top 
ten FDI investors in India. 
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POLITY  
1. 22nd Law Commission of India 
About Law Commission of India  
 The Law Commission of India is a non-

statutory body constituted by the 
Government of India from time to time.  

 The Commission was originally 
constituted in 1955 and is reconstituted 
every three years.  

 Various Law Commissions have been able 
to make important contributions 
towards the progressive development 
and codification of Law of the country. 
The Law Commission has so far 
submitted 277 reports. 

Composition 
 The Law Commission consists of: 

o a full-time Chairperson 
o four full-time Members  
o Secretary, Department of 

Legal Affairs as ex-officio 
Member; 

o Secretary, Legislative 
Department as ex officio 
Member; and 

o Not more than five part-time 
Members. 

 There are no defined eligibility criteria 
for chairperson and members and the 
terms of reference are specified afresh 
each time it is reconstituted. 

Functions of the Law Commission: 
 The Law Commission advises the 

government on legal issues, conducts 
research to review and reform the law 
or to bring new legislation.  

 Either through a reference made to it by 
the government or suo-motu, it 
researches laws and reviews existing 
laws in India to reform them, remove 
them or bring new legislation.  

 It also undertakes studies for reforms in 
the justice delivery systems.  

Why in News? 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the 
constitution of Twenty-second Law 
Commission of India for a period of 
three years. 

 

2. Gram Nyayalayas 
What are Gram Nyayalayas? 
 Gram Nyayalayas are mobile village 

courts in India established under Gram 
Nyayalayas Act, 2008 for speedy and 
easy access to justice system in the rural 
areas of India. They are aimed at 
providing inexpensive justice to people 
in rural areas at their doorsteps. 

 The Act came into force on October 2, 
2009. 

Structure of Gram Nyayalayas 
 It is for the State Governments to 

establish Gram Nyayalayas in 
consultation with the respective High 
Courts. The seat of the Gram Nyayalaya 
will be located at the headquarters of the 
intermediate Panchayat, but they will go 
to villages, work there and dispose of the 
cases.  

 Gram Nyayalaya are courts of Judicial 
Magistrate of the first class and its 
presiding officer (Nyayadhikari) is 
appointed by the State Government in 
consultation with the High Court of the 
State concerned.  

 The Gram Nyayalaya will not be bound 
by the rules of evidence provided in the 
Indian Evidence Act, 1872 but shall be 
guided by the principles of natural 
justice and subject to any rule made by 
the High Court. 

Powers of Gram Nyayalayas 
 Gram Nyayalaya is a mobile court and 

exercises the powers of both Criminal 
and Civil Courts.  

 The Gram Nyayalaya are supposed to try 
to settle the disputes as far as possible 
by bringing about conciliation between 
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the parties and for this purpose, it can 
make use of the appointed conciliators.  

 The judgment and order passed by the 
Gram Nyayalaya are deemed to be a 
decree and to avoid delay in its 
execution, the Gram Nyayalaya can 
follow summary procedure for its 
execution. 

 Appeal in criminal cases shall lie to the 
Court of Session and appeal in civil 
cases shall lie to the District Court. 
Appeals shall be heard and disposed of 
within a period of six months from the 
date of filing. 

Why in News? 
 The Supreme Court has directed the 

states to expedite the process of 
establishing ‘Gram Nyayalayas’ in their 
respective jurisdictions.    

 It is in response to a plea which said that 
only 208 Gram Nyayalayas are 
functioning in the country as against 
2,500 estimated to be required by the 
12th five-year plan.  

 
3. Delimitation Commission of 

India 
What is Delimitation?   
 Delimitation is the act of redrawing 

boundaries of Lok Sabha and state 
Assembly seats to represent changes in 
population.  

 The main objective of delimitation is to 
provide equal representation to equal 
segments of a population. It also aims 
at a fair division of geographical areas so 
that one political party doesn’t have an 
advantage over others in an election (i.e. 
to prevent Gerrymandering).  

 Delimitation is carried out by an 
independent Delimitation Commission.  

How is delimitation carried out? 
 Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a 

Delimitation Act after every Census.  

 Once the Act is in force, the Delimitation 
Commission is appointed by the 
President of India which works in 
collaboration with the Election 
Commission of India.  

 The Delimitation Commission consists of  
o a retired Supreme Court judge,  
o the Chief Election Commissioner 

and  
o the respective State Election 

Commissioners.  
 The Commission is supposed to determine 

the number and boundaries of 
constituencies in a way that the 
population of all seats, so far as 
practicable, is the same.  

 The Commission is also tasked with 
identifying seats reserved for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes; these are 
where their population is relatively 
large.  

 All this is done on the basis of the latest 
Census and, in case of difference of 
opinion among members of the 
Commission, the opinion of the 
majority prevails. 

Special powers of the Delimitation 
Commission 

 The orders of the Delimitation 
Commission have the force of law and 
cannot be called in question before 
any court as it would hold up an 
election indefinitely. 

 The copies of its orders are laid before 
the House of the People and the State 
Legislative Assembly concerned, but no 
modifications are permissible therein 
by them.  

How often has delimitation been done in 
the past? 

 In India, Delimitation Commissions have 
been constituted 4 times – 1952, 1963, 
1973 and 2002 under the Acts of 1952, 
1962, 1972 and 2002. 
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 There was no delimitation after the 
1981 and 1991 Censuses because the 
union government had suspended 
delimitation in 1976 until after the 2001 
census so that states' family planning 
programs would not affect their political 
representation in the Lok Sabha. 

 This freeze on the number of seats in Lok 
Sabha and Assemblies was postponed 
until 2026 by another amendment. 

 So, the last delimitation exercise was 
based on the 2001 Census and only 
readjusted boundaries of existing Lok 
Sabha and Assembly seats and 
reworked the number of reserved 
seats (without changing the number of 
seats in Lok Sabha and Assemblies). 

Why in News? 
 President Ram Nath Kovind gave his 

approval to constitute a Delimitation 
Commission to redraw Lok Sabha and 
assembly constituencies of the Union 
Territory Jammu and Kashmir and the 
northeastern states of Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur and Nagaland. 

 The Commission will delimit the 
constituencies of Jammu and Kashmir in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation 
Act, 2019, and of Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur and Nagaland in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Delimitation Act, 2002. 

 The last Delimitation Commission which 
was set up under the Delimitation Act, 
2002 completed the delimitation 
exercise and the Delimitation Order, 
2008 in respect of all the states, except 
in these four northeastern states due to 
security issues. 

 
4. Sixth schedule  
6th schedule of Indian Constitution 
 The 6TH schedule of the constitution 

provides for a special administrative 

mechanism for the tribal regions of 
specific states such as Meghalaya, 
Assam, Tripura and Mizoram, 
according to Article 244 of the Indian 
Constitution. 

 
 The Sixth schedule empowers the 

Governor to organise and re-organise 
Autonomous districts for the 
representation and governance of the 
Scheduled Tribes. If there are different 
Scheduled Tribes in an autonomous 
district, the Governor may divide the 
area or areas inhabited by them into 
Autonomous regions. 

 Each autonomous district has a district 
council consisting of 30 members, of 
whom four are nominated by the 
governor and the remaining 26 are 
elected on the basis of adult franchise. 
The elected members hold office for a 
term of five years and nominated 
members hold office during the pleasure 
of the governor.  

 Each autonomous region has a separate 
regional council. 

Powers granted 
 The district and regional councils 

administer the areas under their 
jurisdiction. They can make laws on 
certain specified matters like land, 
forests, canal water, shifting cultivation, 
village administration, inheritance of 
property, marriage and divorce, social 
customs and so on. But all such laws 
require the assent of the Governor. 

 The district and regional councils are 
also empowered to assess and collect 
land revenue and to impose certain 
specified taxes. 
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 The acts of Parliament or the state 
legislature do not apply to autonomous 
districts and autonomous regions or 
apply with specified modifications and 
exceptions. 

 The Governor can appoint a commission 
to examine and report on any matter 
relating to the administration of the 
autonomous districts or regions. He may 

dissolve a district or regional council on 
the recommendation of the commission. 

Why in News? 
 The Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous 

District Council (TTAADC) has passed 
resolutions to codify the customary laws 
of Mizo, Kaipeng and Malsom tribal 
communities. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
1. India - Myanmar ties 
Different aspects of Indo-Myanmar 

relations 
 Myanmar is geopolitically significant to 

India as it stands at the centre of the 
India-Southeast Asia geography. 
Myanmar is the only Southeast Asian 
country that shares a land border with 
northeastern India providing a gateway 
to South East Asia.  The neighbours also 
share a maritime boundary in the Bay of 
Bengal. 

 In line with its Act East and 
Neighbourhood First policies, India has 
laid emphasis on boosting its 
cooperation with Myanmar.  

 Earlier, the Border Roads Organisation 
had constructed the Indo- Myanmar 
Friendship road to improve 
connectivity between the two countries.  

 Also under construction is the India-
Myanmar Thailand Trilateral 
Highway that connects Guwahati in 
India with Mandalay and Yangoon in 
Myanmar and finally culminates in 
Thailand. 

 Another connectivity project underway 
is the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit 
Transport (KMMTT), which aims to 
connect the eastern Indian seaport of 
Kolkata with the Sittwe deep-water port 
in Myanmar’s Rakhine state by sea. 

 As part of its policy for the Indian Ocean 
called Security and Growth for All in 
the Region (SAGAR), central to which is 
“port-led development,” India developed 
the Sittwe port in Myanmar, which 
serves as a critical node of the KMMTT 
initiative. 

 The Indian and Myanmar armies have 
carried out two joint military operations, 
codenamed Operation Sunshine 1 and 
2, to fight militants along the borders of 
Myanmar’s Rakhine state, which borders 
the northeastern Indian states. 

 India conducts joint military exercises 
with Myanmar like the India-Myanmar 
Bilateral Military Exercise (IMBAX) and 
India-Myanmar Naval Exercise (IMNEX). 
India also invited the Myanmar Army to 
participate in the India-led multilateral 
Milan naval exercise that occurs 
biennially in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. 

Why in News? 
 Myanmar President U Win Myint paid an 

official visit to India and the two 
countries exchanged 10 agreements in a 
number of fields ranging from 
infrastructure, energy, communication 
and health.  
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ART & CULTURE 
1. Yakshagana  
About Yakshagana  
 Yakshagana is a classical folk art of 

Karnataka. It is a theatrical form of 
presenting Mythological and historical 
stories.  

 A Yakshagana performance includes 
music, dance and dialogues. 

 The performers wear interesting and 
colourful costumes, and elaborate 
headgears. The stage design and unique 
rendering is similar to that of the 
Western Opera. 

 It is believed to have originated in the 
coastal districts of Karnataka. The true 
representation of the poems enacted in 
these plays is attributed to have started 
during the Vaishnav Bhakti movement 
in the 11th century.  

 In the 13th century, a Sage named 
Narahari Thirtha started Dashavathara 
performance in Udupi, which later 
developed into the Yakshagana of today. 

 
Why in News? 
 Arshiya, a Yakshagana artist from 

Mangaluru, is likely to be the first 
woman from the Muslim community to 
venture into the traditional theatre art 
form.  

 There are far fewer women Yakshagana 
artistes compared to men, and a Muslim 
woman exponent is rare. At one time, 
this traditional art form was forbidden 
for women. 

2. Kala Kumbh 2020 
What is it? 
 It is a handicrafts exhibition to promote 

Geographical Indication crafts and 

heritage of India. 

What is a geographical indication?  
 A geographical indication (GI) is a sign 

used on products that have a specific 
geographical origin and possess qualities 
or a reputation that are due to that origin. 
In order to function as a GI, a sign must 
identify a product as originating in a given 
place.  

 It is used for agricultural, natural and 
manufactured goods. Darjeeling tea 
became the first GI tagged product in 
India. 

 The registration of GI is valid for 10 

years after which it needs to be 

renewed. 

Legislations 
 In India, GI is given under the 

Geographical Indications of Goods 
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999.  

 The Act is administered by the Controller 
General of Patents, Designs & 
TradeMarks, GI (CGPDTM-India) under 
the Department for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry. 

 India enacted its GI legislation to comply 
with India's obligations under the Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS) agreement. 

 GI registration gives to the registered 
proprietor and its authorized users, the 
legal right to the exclusive use of the GI 
and also the right to obtain relief in case of 
its infringement. 

 GI is a collective intellectual 

property right and is thus owned by 

all the producers within the defined GI 

territory unlike intellectual properties 
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like patent and trademark which are 

owned by an individual or a business 

entity. 

 
Why in News? 
 To promote Geographical Indication 

crafts and heritage of India, the 

Ministry of Textiles organised 

handicrafts exhibition “Kala Kumbh” in 

various parts of the country.  

 

3. Konark Sun Temple 
About Konark Sun Temple  
 Konark Sun Temple, located in the 

Odisha, is dedicated to the Sun God or 
Surya. 

 It is a monumental representation of 
the Sun God Surya’s chariot. The entire 
complex follows the design pattern of a 
huge chariot drawn by seven spirited 
horses on twelve pairs of elaborately 
decorated wheels. 

 It marks the highest point of 
achievement of Kalinga architecture, 
which is a subset of the nagara style of 
Hindu temple architecture and has been 
declared as a world heritage by 
UNESCO. 

 

 
 

 
 The temple was built in A.D. 1250, 

during the reign of the Eastern Ganga 
King Narasimhadeva-I (A.D. 1238-64). 

 This temple was called the "Black 
Pagoda" in European sailor accounts as 
early as 1676 due to its dark colour and 
its magnetic power that drew ships into 
the shore and caused shipwrecks. 

Why in News? 
 The Ministry of Culture announced that 

it would soon draw up a plan to restore 
and preserve the Konark Sun Temple. 

 

4. Brihadeeswarar Temple 
About the temple 
 Brihadeeswarar Temple (also known as 

Peruvudaiyar Kovil) was built by Tamil 
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King Raja Raja Chola I and completed in 
1010 AD. It is a Hindu temple dedicated 
to Lord Shiva.  

 The temple is located on the South Bank 
of Kaveri river in Thanjavur, Tamil 
Nadu. 

 The temple is part of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site known as the "Great 
Living Chola Temples", along with 
Gangaikonda Cholapuram and 
Airavatesvara temple (both are in Tamil 
Nadu). 

 The temple is an example of Dravidian 
architecture during the Chola period. 
The vimana (temple tower) is 216 ft (66 
m) high and is the tallest in the world. 
The Kumbam (the apex or the bulbous 
structure on the top) of the temple is 
carved out of a single rock and weighs 
around 80 tons. 

 There is a big statue of Nandi, carved 
out of a single rock at the entrance. The 
temple walls are embellished with 
expansive and exquisite mural 
paintings.  

 The entire temple structure is made out 
of granite. 

 
Why in News? 
 Recently, the kumbhabhishekam 

(consecration) ceremony at the 
Brihadeeswarar Temple was held after 
23 years. 

 

5. LUI-NGAI-NI 
About the festival 

 Lui Ngai Ni is the seed-sowing festival 
celebrated by the Naga tribes of 
Manipur. 

 The festival heralds the season of seed 
sowing and marks the start of the year 
for the Nagas. 

 It is the second major inter-tribe Naga 
festival after the Hornbill Festival 
(which is celebrated in Nagaland). 

 
Why in News? 
 The Naga tribes of Manipur celebrated 

the 'Lui-Ngai-Ni' festival. 
 

6. Dara Shukoh 
About Dara Shukoh’s (1615-59) 
 Born in 1615, Dara Shukoh was the eldest 

son of Shah Jahan. 
 He developed an early interest in the 

esoteric aspects of Islam and mysticism 
and in Hindu philosophy. He received 
instructions from Hindu seers and tried 
to find the common threads in Islam and 
Hinduism. 

 Dara believed in the existence of a single 
divine power, who is called by different 
names – Brahm or Noor. He followed 
the Qadri tradition of Sufism and 
believed in interfaith dialogues.  

 He encouraged the celebration of Hindu 
festivals, and participated in them 
himself. He passionately promoted unity 
and universal brotherhood.  

 Dara Shukoh was killed after losing the 
war of succession against his brother 
Aurangzeb.  
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Works of Dara Shukoh 
 His Majma’ al-Bahrain (Mingling of the 

Two Oceans), is one of the earliest works 
to explore both the diversity of religions 
and a unity of Islam and Hinduism and 
other religions.  

 In this book, he arrived at the conclusion 
that the “hidden book” mentioned in the 
Quran was none other than the 
Upanishads and believed that in order to 
understand the Quran, one needed to 
study the Hindu text. 

 He learnt Sanskrit language and with the 
help of pandits, he also translated 52 
volumes of the Upanishads from 

Sanskrit to Persian into a tome called 
Sirr-e-Akbar (The Greatest Secret). He 
also translated into Persian the 
Bhagavad Gita. 

Why in News? 
 The Ministry of Culture recently set up a 

seven-member panel of the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to 
locate the grave of the Mughal prince 
Dara Shukoh.  

 He is believed to be buried somewhere in 
the Humayun’s Tomb complex in 
Delhi, one of around 140 graves of the 
Mughal clan. No one knows where 
exactly Dara Shukoh was buried as many 
graves in the Humayun’s Tomb complex 
are unnamed. 

 The panel will use architectural evidence 
from that time, and also written history 
including Travels of Manucci written 
by Italian traveller Niccolao Manucci 
who was in Delhi at the time of Dara’s 
killing. 
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DEFENCE 
1. Exercise AJEYA WARRIOR 
What’s in the news? 
 Ajeya Warrior is a joint exercise 

between the armies of Indian and the 
United Kingdom. 

 The fifth edition of the exercise was 
conducted in England.  

 
2. Sharang artillery gun 
About Sharang M-46  
 Sharang is an upgraded version of 

Soviet-era 130 mm M-46 field guns. The 
original version has a strike range of 27 
km. 

 The barrel of the gun has been upgraded 
from 130 mm to 155 mm and this has 
increased its hitting range by 12 km to 
39 km. 

 It also has more explosive capability and 
hence more damage potential.  

 
Why in News? 
 The Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) 

handed over the first Sharang artillery 
gun to the Indian Army.  

 

3. HAL Light Utility Helicopter  
About LUH 
 HAL Light Utility Helicopter (LUH) is the 

latest helicopter being designed and 
developed by Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited (HAL) for the Indian Armed 
Forces. 

 The high-performance LUH, along with 
the Russian Ka-226T helicopters, will 
replace the ageing fleet of Cheetah and 
Chetak helicopters in service with the 
Indian armed forces. 

 The multi-role helicopter is designed to 
meet both military and civilian needs.  

 It will be capable of performing multiple 
missions such as surveillance, 
reconnaissance, rescue, medical 
evacuations, and cargo / troop 
transport. 

Why in News? 
 The Hindustan Aeronautics Limited has 

received the Initial Operational 
Clearance for production of the Light 
Utility Helicopter. 

 

4. EXERCISE INDRADHANUSH  
What’s in the news? 
 Recently, Exercise Indradhanush was 

conducted in India. 
 It is a joint Air force exercise conducted 

by the Royal Air Force (RAF) of the 
United Kingdom and the Indian Air 
Force (IAF). 

 

5. Integrated Air Defence Weapon 
System  

About IADWS 
 The Integrated Air Defence Weapon 

System (IADWS) of the U.S., also known 
as the National Advanced Surface to Air 
Missile System (NASAMS), provides 
integrated air missile defence and is 
currently deployed around Washington, 
DC. 

 The IADWS system includes radar, 
launchers, targeting, and guidance 
systems, advanced medium-range air-to-
air missile (AMRAAM) and Stinger 
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missiles, and related equipment and 
support. 

Why in News? 
 The US has approved the sale of an 

Integrated Air Defence Weapon System 
to India. 

 
 The sale is a significant step in 

modernising India’s armed forces and 
expanding its existing air defence 
architecture to counter threats posed by 
air attack. 

 The IADWS system will be used along with 
indigenous, Russian and Israeli systems 
to erect an ambitious multi-layered 
missile shield over the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi against 
aerial threats ranging from drones to 
ballistic missiles.  

Proposed air defence plan for Delhi 
 As per the proposed overall air defence 

plan for Delhi, the innermost layer of 

protection will be through the NASAMS. 
It will be a combination of different 
weapons like Stinger surface-to-air 
missiles, gun systems and AIM-120C-7 
AMRAAMs (advanced medium-range 
air-to-air missiles). 

 The indigenous Akash area defence 
missile systems, with a 25-km range, in 
turn, will form the layer over the 
NASAMs. 

 The second layer will be through the 
highly automated and mobile S-400 
systems of Russia, which will have 
missiles with interception ranges of 120, 
200, 250 and 380 kms. 

 Then will come the Barak-8 medium-
range surface-to-air missile systems, 
jointly developed by Israeli Aerospace 
Industries and DRDO, which have a 70-
100 km interception range.   

 The outermost layer of Delhi’s missile 
shield will be provided by the 
indigenous two-tier Ballistic Missile 
Defence (BMD) system being 
developed by DRDO.  

 This system’s AAD (advanced air 
defence) and PAD (Prithvi air 
defence) interceptor missiles are 
currently geared to intercept enemy 
missiles at altitudes from 15-25 km and 
80-100 km respectively.  

 


