































103 deaths and 3930 new cases reported in a single day as recovery rates touch 29.3%. 1.
16 Madhya Pradesh migrants were run over by a train yesterday in Aurangabad. The 2.
migrants had fallen asleep on the track after along day’s walk. 
The National Green Tribunal directed LG Polymers to deposit ₹ 50 crore following the 3.
gas explosion in Vizag. 
Supreme Court has asked the States to explore the option of  online sale of  liquor in light 4.
of  the failure of  the state machinery to implement social distancing norms in front of  
liquor stores. The Tamil Nadu High Court went a step further and has directed the state 
government to shut down all the liquor stores in the State owing to excessive crowding 
and poor implementation of  social distancing norms.

What is National Green Tribunal (NGT)? 
 
It is a specialised body set up under the National Green Tribunal Act (2010) for effective and expeditious 
disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests and other natural 
resources. 
With the establishment of the NGT, India became the third country in the world to set up a specialised 
environmental tribunal, only after Australia and New Zealand, and the first developing country to do so. 
NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months of filing of the same. 
The NGT has five places of sittings, New Delhi is the Principal place of sitting and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and 
Chennai are the other four. 
Structure of NGT 
 
The Tribunal comprises of the Chairperson, the Judicial Members and Expert Members. They shall hold office 
for term of five years and are not eligible for reappointment. 
The Chairperson is appointed by the Central Government in consultation with Chief Justice of India (CJI). 
A Selection Committee shall be formed by central government to appoint the Judicial Members and Expert 
Members. 
There are to be least 10 and maximum 20 full time Judicial members and Expert Members in the tribunal. 
Powers & Jurisdiction 
 
The Tribunal has jurisdiction over all civil cases involving substantial question relating to environment 
(including enforcement of any legal right relating to environment). 
Being a statutory adjudicatory body like Courts, apart from original jurisdiction side on filing of an application, 
NGT also has appellate jurisdiction to hear appeal as a Court (Tribunal). 
The Tribunal is not bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil Procedure 1908, but shall be 
guided by principles of 'natural justice'. 
While passing any order/decision/ award, it shall apply the principles of sustainable development, the 
precautionary principle and the polluter pays principle. 
NGT by an order, can provide 
relief and compensation to the victims of pollution and other environmental damage (including accident 
occurring while handling any hazardous substance), 
for restitution of property damaged, and 
for restitution of the environment for such area or areas, as the Tribunal may think fit. 
An order/decision/award of Tribunal is executable as a decree of a civil court. 
The NGT Act also provides a procedure for a penalty for non compliance: 
Imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years, 
Fine which may extend to ten crore rupees, and 
Both fine and imprisonment. 
An appeal against order/decision/ award of the NGT lies to the Supreme Court, generally within ninety days 
from the date of communication. 
The NGT deals with civil cases under the seven laws related to the environment, these include:






The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, 
The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977, 
The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, 
The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, 
The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, 
The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 and 
The Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 
Any violation pertaining to these laws or any decision taken by the Government under these laws can be 
challenged before the NGT. 
Strengths of NGT 
 
Over the years NGT has emerged as a critical player in environmental regulation, passing strict orders on 
issues ranging from pollution to deforestation to waste management. 
NGT offers a path for the evolution of environmental jurisprudence by setting up an alternative dispute 
resolution mechanism. 
It helps reduce the burden of litigation in the higher courts on environmental matters. 
NGT is less formal, less expensive, and a faster way of resolving environment related disputes. 
It plays a crucial role in curbing environment-damaging activities. 
The Chairperson and members are not eligible for reappointment, hence they are likely to deliver judgements 
independently, without succumbing to pressure from any quarter. 
The NGT has been instrumental in ensuring that the Environment Impact Assessment process is strictly 
observed. 
Challenges 
 
Two important acts - Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 have been kept out of NGT’s jurisdiction. This restricts the 
jurisdiction area of NGT and at times hampers its functioning as crucial forest rights issue is linked directly to 
environment. 
The NGT decisions are being challenged in various High Courts under Article 226 (power of High Courts to 
issue certain writs) with many asserting the superiority of a High Court over the NGT, claiming ‘High Court is a 
constitutional body while NGT is a statutory body’.” This is one of the weaknesses of the Act as there is lack 
of clarity about what kind of decisions can be challenged; even though according to the NGT Act, its decision 
can be challenged before the Supreme Court. 
Decisions of NGT have also been criticised and challenged due to their repercussions on economic growth 
and development. 
The absence of a formula based mechanism in determining the compensation has also brought criticism to 
the tribunal. 
The decisions given by NGT are not fully complied by the stakeholders or the government. Sometimes its 
decisions are pointed out not to be feasible to implement within a given timeframe. 
The lack of human and financial resources has led to high pendency of cases - which undermines NGT’s very 
objective of disposal of appeals within 6 months. 
The justice delivery mechanism is also hindered by limited number of regional benches. 
 
Important Landmark Judgements of NGT 
 
In 2012, POSCO a steelmaker company signed a MoU with the Odisha government to set up steel project. 
NGT suspended order and this was considered a radical step in favour of the local communities and forests. 
In 2012 Almitra H. Patel vs. Union of India case, NGT gave judgment of complete prohibition on open burning 
of waste on lands, including landfills – regarded as the single biggest landmark case dealing with the issue of 
solid waste management in India. 
In 2013 in Uttarakhand floods case, the Alaknanda Hydro Power Co. Ltd. was ordered to compensate to the 
petitioner – here, the NGT directly relied on the principle of ‘polluter pays’. 
In 2015, the NGT ordered that all diesel vehicles over 10 years old will not be permitted to ply in Delhi-NCR. 
In 2017, the Art of Living Festival on Yamuna Food Plain was declared violating the environmental norms, the 
NGT panel imposed a penalty of Rs. 5 Crore. 
The NGT, in 2017, imposed an interim ban on plastic bags of less than 50-micron thickness in Delhi because 
“they were causing animal deaths, clogging sewers and harming the environment”.



Conclusion 
 
There is need for more autonomy and widen NGT’s scope for effective protection of environment in balance 
with human developmental activities.

SDRF has been constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005. 
It is the primary fund available with the State governments for responses to notified disasters to meet 
expenditure for providing immediate relief. 
The Centre contributes 75% of the SDRF allocation for general category States and Union Territories and 
90% for special category States and Union Territories (northeastern States, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir). 
The annual Central contribution is released in two equal installments as per the recommendation of the 
Finance Commission. 
Disaster (s) covered under SDRF: Cyclone, drought, earthquake, fire, flood, tsunami, hailstorm, landslide, 
avalanche, cloudburst, pest attack, frost and cold waves. 
A State Government may use up to 10% of the funds available under the SDRF for providing immediate relief 
to the victims of natural disasters that they consider to be ‘disasters’ within the local context in the State 
and which are not included in the notified list of disasters of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
 
The GCC is a political and economic alliance of countries in the Arabian Peninsula. 
It was established in 1981 to foster socioeconomic, security, and cultural cooperation. 
Members of GCC: United Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait. 
 
Aarogya Setu App 
 
Aarogya Setu app has been launched by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. 
It will help people in identifying the risk of getting affected by the CoronaVirus. 
It will calculate risk based on the user's interaction with others, using cutting edge Bluetooth technology, 
algorithms and artificial intelligence. 
Once installed in a smartphone, the app detects other nearby devices with Aarogya Setu installed. 
The App will help the Government take necessary timely steps for assessing risk of spread of COVID-19 
infection, and ensuring isolation where required. 
 
Key Issues 
 
The key issue is there is not enough information available on what data will be collected, how long will it be 
stored and what uses it will be put to. 
No specification on the issue of how the government will use data if the data gets shared with the 
government of India. 
On the data retention part, the app’s privacy policy specifies only the data available on the app and does not 
specify for how long the Government of India will retain server side data. 
Additionally, there was also a question of proportionality with the app and whether it will be as effective as 
envisaged in containing the Covid-19 outbreak. 
India’s situation is different from countries like Singapore, where a good number of people have 
smartphones. 
In India compared to its population, smartphone users are very less which means very few people will be 
able to download the app. 

5. 1589 cases linked to Koyambedu market so far. 
6. Tamil Nadu government will bear the cost of  travel of  the migrants through funds from 
SDRF if  the respective state governments doesn’t foot the bill. 
7. INS Jalashwa with 698 Indians deported from the Port of  Male, in Maldives yesterday. 
8. Even as Indians are awaiting return to their motherland GCC countries are having a 
tough time containing the spread of  the novel Corona virus. 
9. Write petition filed in Kerala High Court challenging the compulsory provisions of  the 
AAROGYA Setu App.
















Way Forward 
 
The app privacy policy needs detailed clarification on data collection, its storage and uses. 
The Government of India must specify how it will deal with the app’s data and how long it will retain the 
server side data. 
According to the Supreme Court in the Puttaswamy judgement (2017), the right to privacy is a fundamental 
right and it is necessary to protect personal data as an essential facet of informational privacy. 
 
FISCAL STIMULUS AND LOCKDOWN  
 
1. Supply-side constraints on stimulus 
 
It is argued that a fiscal stimulus package has to follow the timeline. 
But you cannot ‘stimulate’ an economy during a supply-side lockdown. 
And that there are ‘announcement effects’ — both good and bad — that go with the stimulus. 
So, any ‘good stimulus’ can only come into effect post lockdown and extensive consultations are on with 
everyone for that. 
 
2. What should be the size of the stimulus package? 
 
While thinking about the stimulus, we cannot forget that government revenues too will be seriously hit. 
The government revenue will be hit by 2-3% of GDP, given that disinvestment target itself is 1% of GDP and 
the realisation is likely to be close to zero in the current financial year. 
So, the effective fiscal deficit is going to be somewhere around 7.5 % if you take into account all the off-
balance sheet borrowings. 
The U.S. government has set aside $2 trillion for bailouts or 9% of its GDP. 
India’s starting point is going to be at around 7.5% of GDP fiscal deficit, then how much more can we afford 
on top of that? 
On top of this is all the ‘merit expenditure’ on health and direct income support to the poor cannot be 
reduced. 
 
 Monetising the deficit and debt-to-GDP ratio 
 
From 1947 to 1997, the Central government always routinely monetised its deficit, without leading to high 
rates of inflation, much less hyperinflation. 
The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) limits are hardly a success and routinely all 
governments have broken the barrier. 
Other countries with huge debt-to-GDP ratios like Japan (>200%) and U.S. (125%) get away with barely a rap 
on the knuckles. 
But India is pulled up for minor slippages on a 70% debt-GDP ratio. 
 
3. Should we pay attention to needs and forget about affordability? 
 
Some have argued that bailouts should be based on need and not affordability. 
Can printing money be a solution out of this situation? 
Possible dangers of printing money: The currency could plunge, inflation soar high and rating agencies could 
downgrade us to junk. 
 












5. Should we go to the IMF? 
 
There is talk of going to the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Do we really need the IMF’s bailout which comes with conditions when there is no foreign exchange crisis for 
financing rupee expenditure? 
Moreover, there is a perceived global stigma attached to doing so. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Fate is what happens to us. Destiny is what we make in spite of our fate. India’s destiny appears relatively 
safe, if we cast the mind’s eye around the globe. Lifting the lockdown will be the first step towards a good 
stimulus and one does need to un-handcuff a billion people to save their lives too.

10. INDIA and Japan agree to work together post COVID 19. 
 
11. Under the principle of  “strict liability” LG Polymers need not pay compensation if  
poisonous substances leak from its premises because of  accident or “ACT OF GOD”. For 
liability and penalisation instead the clause “absolute liability” should have been used. 
 
12. “VANDE BHARAT MISSION” will be covering more European nations in the coming 
days. 
 
13. Phase - 2 with three drug combination trial conducted in Hong Kong hospital offers hope 
in the fight against COVID 19. The three drugs used were : 
 

LOPINAVIR-RITONAVIR used for treating HIV. 1.
RIBAVIRIN for chronic Hepatitis C. 2.
INJECTABLE INTERFERON BETA 1-B used by multiple sclerosis patients. 3.

 
14. Employer’s associations and submit a joint plea to the government to suspend labour 
laws for next two - three years to come out of  the present economic crisis. Madhya Pradesh 
has already set the ball rolling by increasing the weekly hours of  work and overtime 
payment. 
 
15. Unemployment in USA surpasses WWII record of  10.8% to touch 14.7%. 
 
16. The USA has decided to pull out four of  its PATRIOT MISSILE SYSTEM from Saudi 
Arabia as it feels the potential threat from Iran has waned. 
 
17. Despite the row between China and US over COVID, both the nations have agreed to go 
ahead with trade deal struck between them in January. 
 
18. As part of  its assistance program to the neighbourhood INDIA has sent the fourth 
consignment of  essential medicines to Sri Lanka. 
 
19. As part of  the $ 1.5 billion deal Co financed by World Bank, Government of  India has 
borrowed $ 500 million from AIIB. The package will help INDIA fight against COVID 19.












India seeks $6 billion loans from AIIB, ADB to combat COVID-19. 
 
The central government is in talks with Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and ADB to secure these 
loans to further the testing and infrastructure facilities in the country. 
 
Background: 
 
India has already secured $1 billion funding from the World Bank to better its health sector for fighting against 
the coronavirus pandemic according to previous reports. The World Bank has approved a fast-track $1 billion 
“India COVID Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness Project” to help India prevent, detect, 
and respond to the pandemic and better its public health preparedness. It was the largest ever healthcare 
sector support from the World Bank. 
 
What is AIIB? 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank with a mission to improve 
social and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond. 
 
It is headquartered in Beijing. 
 
It commenced operations in January 2016. 
By investing in sustainable infrastructure and other productive sectors today, it aims to connect people, 
services and markets that over time will impact the lives of billions and build a better future. 
 
Significance of AIIB: 
 
The United Nations has addressed the launch of AIIB as having potential for “scaling up financing for 
sustainable development” for the concern of global economic governance. The capital of the bank is $100 
billion, equivalent to 2⁄3 of the capital of the Asian Development Bank and about half that of the World Bank.


