



















































Ethical hacker finds trouble with 1.
AAROGYA Setu App and alerts it on 
Twitter. However government assured 
that personal information has not 
been compromised and everything is 
safe. 
India sees a spike in cases of  COVID 2.
19 albeit a lesser increase compared 
to the previous day. The total no. of  
deaths have crossed 1711 and the 
number of  infected have crossed the 
50,000 mark. 
Internet and call facility have been 3.
snapped in the Kashmir Valley after 
the Kashmir police killed top Hizbul 
commander Riyaz Naikoo. 
Tamil Nadu has recorded another 4.
spike of  771 cases.

Only one bottle per person says TN High Court. This is in light of  the increased 1.
demand for liquor even after the price of  alcohol was increased. 
Private hospitals have been caught charging exorbitant prices for COVID 19 patients in 2.
TN. 
The geriatric population needs to be careful even after lockdown as co-morbidities has 3.
been cited as the major cause for fatality. 
“ethottam.com” the Tamil Nadu Horticulture Department’s website has been flooded 4.
with orders ever since Koyambedu market has been shut down. Customers are happy 
with the low prices and the good quality of  fruits and vegetables. 
Sreedhanya IAS the first Civils rank holder from ST community will be taking charge as 5.
Assistant Collector in Calicut, Kerala 
15,000 nationals are going to brought back to the country from 13 countries through the 6.
External Affairs Ministry dubbed “Vande Bharat” mission. 
CONSOL BONDS - It was issued by the British Government in 1917 to fund its debt 7.
because of  WWI. 
Relationship between US and China are deteriorating further with Trump once again 8.
blaming China for the spread of  virus. 
ITI Principal converts discarded microwave oven to a sterilisation unit by fitting it with 9.
a timer and UV lamps. 
Pigs die in Meghalaya owing to Hog cholera which has coincided with the death of  pigs 10.
in Assam due to African Swine fever, the first in the Indian subcontinent. 




















































The Alliance for Multilateralism, launched on 2 April 2019 by the French and German 
Foreign Ministers, is an informal alliance of  countries that are convinced that 
multilateralism founded on respect for international law is the only reliable guarantee for 
international stability and peace and that the challenges we are facing can only be solved 
through cooperation. It aims to bring together willing partners who can express themselves 
and take action. 
 
The initiative is organized around three goals: 
 
1) compensating for the insufficient involvement of  States and defending fundamental 
standards; 
2) reforming and modernizing the international institutions compared with the status quo; 
3) driving strong initiatives, particularly where governance is absent or insufficient. 
The Alliance’s objectives 
 
The Alliance was created six months ago and attracts a growing number of  participants, 
bringing together partners from around the world who have a common interest in a 
multilateral order founded on respect for international law. 
The Alliance aims to take action and maximize the support for concrete thematic initiatives: 
 
1.	 A Call for action to bolster respect for international humanitarian law 
2.	 The Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace 
3.	 The Information and Democracy Partnership 
4.	 The Gender at the centre Initiative 
5.	 The Climate and Security Initiative 
6.	 11 Principles on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS)



US-China:  ‘phase one’ trade deal to be signed January 15 
Context: 
 
United States and China recently   announced a “Phase One” agreement  
With this US will reduce some tariffs in exchange for increased Chinese purchases of  
American farm and energy goods. 
Background: 
 
Donald Trump in 2018 began setting tariffs and other trade barriers on China with the goal 
of  forcing it to make changes to what the U.S. says are “unfair trade practices” of  China 
Among those trade practices and their effects are the growing trade deficit, the theft of  
intellectual property, and the forced transfer of  American technology to China 
The trade war has brought struggles for farmers and manufacturers and higher prices for 
consumers.  
It has also caused economic damage In some countries, some countries have benefited from 
increased manufacturing to fill the gaps. It has also led to stock market instability. 
Impact of  trade war on India : 
 
The US manufacturers are setting up their bases in India. For India, this will be beneficial as 
it would create more jobs for us. 
There is a possibility that China could soon start flooding excess steel and aluminium into 
India’s market after this raised tariffs on Chinese products by US. 
Mobile phones, refrigerators, washing machines, ACs, water purifiers, and possibly electric 
vehicles will now see increased investment flow directed towards India. 
The Indian consumers will get the products at a cheaper rate but the domestic producers of  
India will have to compete with the Chinese imports or else face loss. 
Indian producers will get an opportunity to fill this generated gap and penetrate in the US 
market. This will increase their trade and profit. 
There will be a short-term impact on the stock markets.  
Features: 
 
The US will halve its 15 per cent tariff  on about $120 billion in Chinese goods 
China has agreed to increase its total purchases of  US goods and services by at least $200 
billion over the next two years. Also included is a commitment by China to increase its 
buying of  US agricultural products 
 
Addresses unfair currency practices by committing to refrain from competitive devaluations 
and exchange rate targeting. “This approach will help reinforce macroeconomic and 
exchange rate stability and help ensure that China cannot use currency practices to unfairly 
compete against U.S. exporters” 
China have agreed not to pressure foreign companies to transfer their technology to Chinese 
companies. 
The agreement also  include a dispute-resolution mechanism that will serve as the 
enforcement arm. 
Critics: 
 
It would bring only temporary relief  in the over 18-month-old trade war between the US and 
China. 
Does little to resolve the United States’ biggest concerns about China’s trade practices, 
including its use of  industrial subsidies and state-owned enterprises to dominate global 
industries like steel and solar panels. 
























The deal would increase Chinese purchases of  American agricultural and energy products, 
 It limits on China’s  ability to weaken its currency and provide greater protection to US 
companies that are operating in China. 
Way forward: 
 
China and the United States, the world’s two largest economies, must deal with bilateral 
economic and trade relations with the big picture in mind.  
Reaching the agreement will serve the fundamental interests of  the people of  the two 
countries and the world,  
It is expected to bring positive influences on areas including economy, trade, investment 
and the financial market 
Conclusion: 
 
The economic and political benefits of  de-escalation in the trade war have become readily 
apparent.  
A rollback of  tariffs and cancellation of  new levies, makes sense for the US economy and for 
the World economy. 



Recently, few districts of  eastern Assam have reported the death of  more than 1,300 pigs 
within a week due to the classical swine fever (CSF). 
 
Key Points 
 
It has added to the worries of  the pig farmers who are already troubled due to the Covid-19 
lockdown. 
Assam has the most farmed pigs in the country according to the 20th livestock census from 
2012-2019. 
The pork market in the region is more than $1 billion. 
Data shows that the eight north-eastern States with Assam at its core consume more than 
65% of  the 4.26 lakh metric tonnes of  pork produced in the country. 
Classical Swine Fever is also known as hog cholera and is a contagious viral disease of  
domestic and wild swine. 
Unlike Swine Flu (H1N1) that attacks humans, classical swine fever is a viral disease that 
affects pigs only. It can be controlled by proper vaccination of  pigs in time. 
African Swine Fever is another kind of  swine fever. 
Prevention and Control: 
Treatment is not attempted. 
Affected pigs must be slaughtered and the carcass buried or burnt. 
The first barrier to prevent an outbreak of  the CSF is to apply strict and rigorous sanitary 
treatment. 
Vaccination can prevent the spread of  the disease. 
The OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code defines the requirements for a country or a zone 
to be considered free of  the disease. 
World Organisation for Animal Health 
 
OIE is an intergovernmental organisation responsible for improving animal health 
worldwide. 
In 2018, it had a total of  182 Member Countries. India is one of  the member countries. 
OIE standards are recognised by the World Trade Organization as reference international 
sanitary rules. 
It is headquartered in Paris, France.

China is witnessing rise in pork prices because of  the rampant spread of  African Swine 
Fever (ASF). The country is the world’s largest pork (meat from a pig) producer. 
 
About ASF 
 
ASF is a highly contagious and fatal animal disease that infects domestic and wild pigs. It 
leads to an acute form of  hemorrhagic fever. It was first detected in Africa in the 1920s. 
The mortality is close to 100%, and since the fever has no cure, the only way to stop its 
spread is by culling the animals. 
ASF is not a threat to human beings since it only spreads from animals to other animals. 
Key Points 
 
Historically, outbreaks have been reported in Africa and parts of  Europe, South America, 
and the Caribbean. 
However, more recently (since 2007), the disease has been reported in multiple countries 
across Africa, Asia and Europe, in both domestic and wild pigs. 
ASF is a disease listed in the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) Terrestrial Animal 
Health Code and thus, reported to the OIE.



























