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SCHEMES 
1. Institute of Eminence 
About the scheme: 
 The Institute of Eminence Scheme (IOE 

Scheme) was announced in 2016 to 
improve the ranking of Indian higher 
educational institutions at the global level. 

 Under this scheme, Human Resource 
Development (HRD) Ministry will select 
20 IoEs — 10 public and 10 private and 
establish them as world class institutes in 
the country. 

 These twenty institutions will be provided 
with greater autonomy, grants and special 
preferences. 

Criteria For Selection Of Institutions: 
 Institutions which are under top fifty in 

National Institutional Ranking 
Framework are eligible for applying for 
IOE status, Or 

 Top 500 in internationally recognised 
rankings like the Times Higher Education 
World University Rankings. 

Features of IOE status: 
 The 10 public institutions which will be 

selected, will get Rs 1,000 crore each 
from the HRD Ministry to achieve world-
class status. The government will offer no 
financial assistance to the private 
institutions. 

 For both private and public institutions, 
administrative autonomy will be given. 
Curriculum, course structure, fee 
structure, salary structure can be 
designed by themselves. 

 Up to 25% of faculties can be hired from 
abroad, about 30% of students from 
abroad can be given admissions, almost 
20% of the courses can be given online. 

 There will be no restrictions from UGC 
in terms and services conditions as the 
scheme aims to promote administrative 
autonomy for the better innovation 
ecosystem. 

 Apart from public and private, IOE status 
can be also given to greenfield 
institutions (Institution which is yet to 
start) for encouraging new players. For 

example, the proposed Jio university has 
been selected for IOE status. 

Why in News? 
 The UGC is considering the report of a 

committee headed by Mr. N 
Gopalaswami which has recommended 
conferring IoE status to 15 Public 
institutions and 15 Private institutions. 

 
2. Mega food park 
About Mega Food Park Scheme: 
 Mega Food Parks Scheme launched by the 

government in 2008 provides financial 
assistance upto 50 crores to setup 
modern infrastructure facilities for food 
processing. 

 
 The primary objective of the Mega Food 

Park Scheme (MFPS) is to provide 
modern infrastructure facilities for the 
Food Processing along the value chain 
from the farm to the market so as to 
ensure maximizing value addition, 
minimizing wastage and increasing 
farmers income. 

 The scheme is based on “Cluster” 
approach and envisages creation of state 
of the art support infrastructure in a well-
defined agri / horticultural zone for 
setting up of modern food processing 
units. 

 The Mega Food Park project is 
implemented by a Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) registered under the 
Companies Act.  

 The Scheme is under the purview of the 
Ministry of Food Processing Industries. 



Why in news ?  
 Recently, Telangana’s first mega food park 

was inaugurated. 
What is a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV)? 
 SPV is an entity which is formed for a 

single, well-defined and narrow purpose. 

An SPV can be formed for any lawful 
purpose. 

 Technically, an SPV is a company. It has to 
follow the rules of formation of a company 
laid down in the Companies Act. 

  



INITIATIVES 
1. NISHTHA 
What is it? 
 NISHTHA is a national initiative for school 

heads and teachers holistic advancement. 
 The basic objective of the training 

programme is to build the capacities of 
around 42 lakh participants covering all 
teachers and heads of schools at the 
elementary level in all Government 
schools, faculty members of State Councils 
of Educational Research and Training 
(SCERTs), District Institutes of Education 
and Training (DIETs) as well as Block 
Resource Coordinators and Cluster 
Resource Coordinators in all States and 
UTs. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Ministry of Human Resource 

Development has launched the National 
Mission to improve Learning Outcomes 
at the Elementary level- NISHTHA, 
largest teachers’ training programme of 
its kind in the world.  

 

2. San-Sadhan Hackathon 
About San-Sadhan Hackathon: 
 The hackathon invited tech enthusiasts to 

develop their prototype to ease lives of 
Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan) 
by making toilets smarter, more 
accessible, and easier to use.  

What’s in the news? 
 The Ministry of Jal Shakti and the 

Ministry of Social Justice & 
Empowerment organized San-Sadhan 
Hackathon, in collaboration with Atal 
Innovation Mission. 

Atal Innovation Mission: 
 The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is a 

flagship initiative set up by the NITI 
Aayog to promote innovation and 
entrepreneurship across the country. 

 AlM's objectives are to create and 
promote an ecosystem of innovation and 
entrepreneurship across the country at 
schools, universities, research institutions, 
MSME and industry levels. 

 To promote creative, innovative mindset 
in schools. At the school level, AIM is 
setting up state of the art Atal Tinkering 
Labs (ATL) in schools across all districts 
across the country. 

 

3. Chit Funds (Amendment) Bill, 
2019  
What are Chit funds? 
 A chit fund is a type of saving scheme 

where a specified number of subscribers 
contribute payments in instalments over a 
defined period.   

 Each subscriber is entitled to a prize 
amount determined by lot, auction or 
tender depending on the nature of the chit 
fund.    

Regulations: 
 Both the centre and state can frame 

legislation regarding chit funds 
(concurrent list). 

 Chit fund business does not come 
under the regulatory ambit of the RBI 
or SEBI. 

 However, the RBI can provide guidance to 
state governments on regulatory aspects 
like creating rules or exempting certain 
chit funds. 

 In 1982, the Ministry of Finance enacted 
the Chit Funds Act to regulate the sector. 

Highlights of the amendment: 
 Presence of subscribers through video-

conferencing: The Act specifies that a 
chit will be drawn in the presence of at 
least two subscribers. The Bill seeks to 
allow these subscribers to join via video-
conferencing.  

 Foreman’s commission: Under the Act, 
the ‘foreman’ is responsible for managing 
the chit fund. He is entitled to a maximum 
commission of 5% of the chit amount. The 
Bill seeks to increase the commission to 
7%. Further, the Bill allows the foreman a 
right to lien against the credit balance 
from subscribers.   

 Aggregate amount of chits: Under the 
Act, chits may be conducted by firms, 



associations or individuals. The Act 
specifies the maximum amount of chit 
funds which may be collected. These 
limits are: (i) one lakh rupees for chits 
conducted by individuals, and for every 
individual in a firm or association with 
less than four partners, and (ii) six lakh 
rupees for firms with four or more 
partners. The Bill increases these limits to 
three lakh rupees and 18 lakh rupees, 
respectively. 

Significance: 
 Chit funds are mostly used by the poor 

which acts as both a source of finance and 
an avenue for savings because of 
deficiencies in the banking sector which 
have existed for years. 

 Chit funds are legal and they are 
different from unregulated deposit 
schemes or Ponzi schemes, which the 
government banned recently. 

o (Refer Pulse July 2019 for details on 
Ponzi schemes and Banning of 
Unregulated Deposit Schemes Act, 
2019) 

 All chit funds must be registered with the 
office of the registrar of chit funds in 
every state that monitors their operations. 

Why in News? 
 The Parliament has passed the Chit Funds 

(Amendment) Act, 2019 which is aimed at 
reducing the compliance burden on chit 
funds and protecting subscribers.  

 
4. C-Sat-Fi  
About C-DOT Satellite WiFi (C-Sat-Fi): 
 C-Sat-Fi is based on the optimal utilization 

of wireless and satellite communication to 
extend connectivity to the unserved 
areas including the remote islands and 
difficult terrains. 

 Besides offering the ease of deployment, 
the solution is ideally suited to addressing 
disasters and emergencies when no other 
means of communication are available. 

 C-Sat-Fi technology of C-DOT will 
empower Indian People especially in rural 
and remote areas as telephone and Wi-Fi 
facilities will be available in all corners of 

the country on any mobile phone. This 
new technology will bring people in 
remote areas to mainstream by 
connecting them through satellites, where 
fiber is difficult to be laid and internet is 
not available. 

 
What’s in the news? 
 The Government has launched C-DOT’s 

latest innovations including C-Sat-Fi (C-
DOT Satellite WiFi). 

About the Centre for Development of 
Telematics (C-DOT) 
 C-DOT is a premier Telecom R&D centre 

of the Government of India.  
 It is a registered ‘public funded research 

institution’ with the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR), 
Ministry of Science & Technology. 

 It was established in 1984 with an initial 
mandate of designing and developing 
digital exchanges. C-DOT has expanded to 
develop intelligent computer software 
applications. 

 

5. Shagun 
About Shagun 
 Shagun is an over-arching initiative to 

improve the school education system by 



creating a junction for all online portals 
and websites relating to various 
activities of the Department of School 
Education and Literacy. 

 It is aimed to enhance the accessibility of 
information relating to schools and to 
ensure a holistic approach to transform 
the education sector. 

 
What’s in the news? 
 In August 2019 the union Ministry of 

Human Resource Development had 
launched one of the world's largest 
Integrated Online Junction for School 
Education - ‘Shagun’. 

 The Ministry also announced the setting 
up of the Integrated National School 
Education Treasury which envisages a 
fully integrated information network for 
all parameters relating to the students, 
teachers and schools in the country. 

Integrated National School Education 
Treasury (INSET) 
 INSET envisages a fully integrated, 

instantly accessible and seamless 
information network for all parameters 
relating to the students, teachers, and 
schools in the country.  

 The main focus will be on creating high 
quality e-contents, including quizzes and 
puzzles to enhance learning and also for 
teachers in aiding classroom transactions. 
 

6. PRAGATI 
About PRAGATI: 
 PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance And 

Timely Implementation) is a multi-
purpose and multi-modal platform 
launched in 2015 by the Prime 
Minister’s office (PMO). 

 It is aimed at addressing common man’s 

grievances and simultaneously 
monitoring and reviewing important 
programmes and projects of the 
Government of India as well as projects 
flagged by State Governments. 

 It is also a robust system for bringing e- 
transparency and e-accountability with 
real- time presence and exchange among 
the key stakeholders. 

 
Who designed it? 
 The system has been designed in-house 

by the PMO team with the help of 
National Informatics Center (NIC). 

Key features of PRAGATI application: 
 It is a three-tier system (PMO, Union 

Government Secretaries and Chief 
Secretaries of the States). 

 Prime Minister will hold a monthly 
programme where he will interact with 
the Government of India Secretaries, and 
Chief Secretaries through video-
conferencing enabled by data and geo- 
informatics visuals. 

Why in news? 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired 

his thirtieth interaction through PRAGATI 
- the ICT-based, multi-modal platform. 

 

7. Advisory Board for Banking 
Frauds (ABBF) 
About ABBF 
 It is a four-member board that will be 

headed by former Vigilance Commissioner 
T M Bhasin.  

 It will function as the first level of 
examination of all large fraud cases before 
recommendations or references are made 
to the investigative agencies by the 
respective Public Sector Banks.   



 It’s jurisdiction will be confined to those 
cases involving officers of General 
Manager level and above in the PSBs in 
respect of an allegation of fraud in a 
borrowed account.  

 It would also periodically carry out fraud 
analysis in the financial system and give 
inputs for policy formulation related to 
the fraud to the RBI. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) 

has in consultation with RBI based on the 
recommendations of expert committee 
on NPAs and Frauds under the 
chairmanship of YM Malegam has 
constituted an Advisory Board for 
Banking Frauds (ABBF) to examine bank 
fraud of over 50 crore rupees and 
recommend action. 

Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) 
 CVC was set up in 1964 on the 

recommendations of the Committee on 
Prevention  of Corruption, headed by K. 
Santhanam, as the apex vigilance 
institution under the Central Government. 

 The Commission was given statutory 
status by the enactment of “The Central 
Vigilance Commission Act, 2003”.  

 The CVC is not controlled by any 
Ministry/Department. It is an 
independent body which is only 
responsible for the Parliament. 

 The CVC is not an investigating agency. 
The CVC either gets the investigation done 
through the CBI or through the 
Departmental Chief Vigilance Officers.  

 

8. Fit India movement  
About Fit India movement: 
 The movement aims to motivate every 

Indian to incorporate simple, easy ways of 
staying fit in their everyday life. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Prime Minister launched the Fit India 

Movement on the occasion of National 
Sports Day (August 29th) and urged 
people to make fitness their lifestyle. 
 

9. National Sports Awards - 2019 

About the awards: 
 National Sports Awards are given every 

year to recognize and reward excellence 
in sports.  

 They are conferred by the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports and presented 
by the President of India. 

 These awards in order of priority and 
merit are – 

o Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award- 
It is the highest sporting honour of 
the country which is given for the 
spectacular and most outstanding 
performance in the field of sports 
by a sportsperson over a period of 
four year. 

o Arjuna Award is given for 
consistently outstanding 
performance for four years. 

o Dronacharya Award for coaches- 
for producing medal winners at 
prestigious International sports 
events. 

o Dhyan Chand Award given for 
lifetime contribution to sports 
development. 

o Rashtriya Khel Protsahan 
Puruskar given to the corporate 
entities (both in private and public 
sector) and individuals who have 
played a visible role in the area of 
sports promotion and 
development. 

What’s in the news? 
 Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports 

announced recipients of National Sports 
Awards 2019.  

 

10. Know India Programme 
Know India Programme (KIP)  
 It is an initiative of the Ministry of 

External Affairs with an aim to engage 
the students and young professionals of 
Indian diaspora in the age group of 18 to 
30 to connect with their motherland.  

 It was launched in 2014. 
 Preference is given to Persons of Indian 

Origin (PIOs) from Girmitiya countries. 



 The main objective is to motivate and 
inspire young minds and to give them an 
exposure to various aspects of India’s art, 
heritage and culture and to promote 
awareness about different facets of life in 
the country and the progress made by 
India in various fields. 

Who are Girmitiyas? 
 “Girmitiyas” or Indentured Labourers, is 

the name given the Indians who left India 
in the middle and late 19th Century to 
serve as labourers in the British colonies, 
where the majority eventually settled.  

 Mauritius, Fiji, Suriname, Guyana, 
Trinidad & Tobago, etc. are known as 
Girmitiya Countries. 

Why in News? 
 54th Edition of the Know India Programme 

was attended by 40 participants from 9 
countries. 

 

11. Competition Law Review 
Committee 
About the committee: 
 To ensure that Legislation is in sync with 

the needs of strong economic 
fundamentals, the Government has 
constituted a Competition Law Review 
Committee to review the Competition Act. 

Key recommendation: 
 Under the Competition Act, combinations 

(mergers and acquisitions) beyond a 
certain threshold require clearance 
from the Competition Commission of 
India (CCI). 

 The high level panel has recommended a 
green channel route for automatic 
approval of certain combinations, 
including those under the insolvency law, 
by the Competition Commission. 

About Competition Act, 2002 
 The Act established the Competition 

Commission of India (CCI) as an 
autonomous body to enforce competition 
laws in the country. 

 It is the duty of the CCI to eliminate 
practices having adverse effect on 
competition, promote and sustain 
competition, protect the interests of 

consumers and ensure freedom of trade 
in the markets of India. 

 CCI consists of a Chairperson and 6 
Members appointed by the Central 
Government. 

Why in News? 
 The Competition Law Review Committee, 

headed by Mr. Injeti Srinivas, submitted 
its report to the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs recommending amendments to 
the Competition Act, 2002.  

 
12. Swachh Survekshan 
About the initiative: 
 Swachh Survekshan (Cleanliness survey) 

is an annual survey of cleanliness, hygiene 
and sanitation in cities and towns across 
India.  

 It was launched as part of the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan, which aims to make 
India clean and free of open defecation by 
2 October 2019.  

 The first survey was undertaken in 2016. 

 
 It is a ranking exercise to assess rural 

and urban areas for their levels of 
cleanliness and active implementation of 
Swachhata mission initiatives. 

 It intends to foster a spirit of healthy 
competition among towns and cities to 
improve their service delivery to citizens, 
towards creating cleaner cities and towns. 

 The Ministry of Urban Development 
takes up the Swachh Survekshan in urban 
areas and the Ministry of Drinking 
Water and Sanitation in rural areas.  

 The Quality Council of India (QCI) has 
been commissioned the responsibility of 
carrying out the assessment. 

Quality Council of India : 



 QCI was set up in 1997 jointly by the 
Government of India and the Indian 
Industry. 

 Its mandate is to establish and operate 
national accreditation structure and 
promote quality through National Quality 
Campaign.  

 The Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, is the 
nodal ministry for QCI. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Government has launched the Swachh 

Survekshan 2020. 

 
13. Controller General of 
Accounts 
Who is a Controller General of Accounts 

(CGA)? 
 A CGA is the Principal Advisor on 

Accounting matters to the Union 
Government. 

 He is responsible for preparation and 
submission of the accounts of the Union 
Government and also responsible for 
exchequer control and internal audits.  

 CGA derives his mandate from Article 
150 of the Constitution. 

Duties and responsibilities of CGA: 
 General principles of Government 

accounting relating to Union or State 
Governments and form of accounts, 
and framing or revision of rules and 
manuals relating thereto. 

 Consolidation of monthly accounts, 
preparation of review of trends of 
revenue realization and significant 
features of expenditure etc and 
preparation of annual accounts, the 
annual receipts and disbursements. 

 Cadre management of Group ‘A’ (Indian 
Civil Accounts Service) and Group ‘B’ 
Officers of the Central Civil Accounts 
Offices; 

 Disbursement of Pension through Public 
Sector Banks (PSBs) in respect of Central 
Civil Pensioners, Freedom Fighters, High 
Court Judges, Ex-M.P.s and Ex-Presidents. 

Why in News? 
 The Government appointed Mr. Girraj 

Prasad Gupta as the Controller General of 
Accounts. 

 
14. BIS certification 
What is BIS? 
 Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the 

National Standard Body of India 
established under the BIS Act 2016. 

 BIS is responsible for the harmonious 
development of the activities of 
standardization, marking and quality 
certification of goods. 

 BIS works under the aegis of Ministry of 
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution. 

Why in News? 
 BIS has published an Indian Standard 

for identification, marking and labelling 
of Pashmina products to certify its 
purity. 

How will the certification help? 
 The certification is intended to help curb 

the adulteration of Pashmina and also 
protect the interests of local artisans 
and nomads in Ladakh who are the 
producers of Pashmina raw material. 

 It will also ensure purity of the product 
for customers. 

 It is also intended to discourage 
counterfeit or substandard product in 
the market. 

About Pashmina: 
 Pashmina is a type of fine cashmere 

wool. The wool is taken from various 
breeds of Cashmere goat, which is a 
special breed of goats indigenous to the 
high altitude regions of Ladakh. 



 
 The goats are generally domesticated 

and reared by nomadic communities 
called the Changpa in the Changthang 
region of Greater Ladakh. 

 

15. TechEx 
About TechEx: 
 The Government organized TechEx 

exhibition to demonstrate products and 
prototypes developed under the two 
flagship schemes of the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development 
(MHRD) namely IMPacting Research, 
INnovation and Technology 
(IMPRINT) and Uchhatar Avishkar 
Yojana (UAY). 

About IMPRINT scheme 
 IMPRINT is a MHRD supported Pan-IIT + 

IISc joint initiative to provide solutions 
to the most relevant engineering 
challenges by translating knowledge into 
viable technology (products or processes) 
in 10 selected technology domains such 
as health care, energy, sustainable habitat, 
nano-technology hardware, water 
resources and river systems, etc.  

 It was launched in 2015. 
 

 
About Uchhatar Avishkar Yojana  
 It was launched in 2015. 
 It promotes innovation of a higher order 

that directly impacts the needs of the 
Industry and thereby improves the 
competitive edge of Indian 
manufacturing. 

 UAY projects are funded jointly by 
MHRD, participating Ministries and 
the Industry. 

 The scheme focuses on a viable 
industry- academic collaboration where 
industry shares a part of the cost of 
research. 

 

16. IBC (Amendment) Act, 2019 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016: 
 The Code creates time-bound processes 

for insolvency resolution of companies 
and individuals. These processes will be 
completed within 180 days (unless 
extended by a one time extendable period 
of 90 days). If insolvency cannot be 
resolved, the assets of the borrower may 
be sold to repay creditors (known as 
liquidation). 

 The resolution processes are conducted 
by licensed insolvency professionals (IPs). 
These IPs are members of insolvency 
professional agencies (IPAs).  

 Information utilities (IUs) are 
established to collect, collate and 



disseminate financial information to 
facilitate insolvency resolution. 

 The National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) adjudicates insolvency resolution 
for companies. The Debt Recovery 
Tribunal (DRT) adjudicates insolvency 
resolution for individuals. 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board 
of India (IBBI) regulates the functioning 
of IPs, IPAs and IUs. 

Key amendments: 
 The amendment mandates a deadline for 

the completion of the resolution process 
within 330 days, including all litigation 
and judicial processes. 

 IBC currently allows a maximum of 270 
days for clearing a resolution plan, but 
courts have taken the lenient approach of 
excluding the time spent on legal 
challenges by various parties from this 
time frame. 

 The amendments also sought to reduce 
delays at the beginning of insolvency 
proceedings by requiring NCLT benches 
to explain why an application has not 
been admitted or rejected within 14 
days.  

Why in News? 
 The government has notified the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(Amendment) Act, 2019, placing a 
greater emphasis on a more time-bound 
resolution. 
 

17. National Medical Commission 
Act, 2019 
Background: 
 The Medical Council of India (MCI) is 

responsible for regulating medical 
education and practice.  Over the years, 
there have been several issues with the 
functioning of the MCI with respect to its 
regulatory role, composition, allegations 
of corruption, and lack of accountability.   

 For example, MCI is an elected body 
where its members are elected by medical 
practitioners themselves, i.e., the 
regulator is elected by the regulated.   

National Medical Commission Act, 2019: 

 The Act repeals the Indian Medical 
Council Act, 1956 and dissolves the 
current MCI. 

 The Act sets up the National Medical 
Commission (NMC) as an umbrella 
regulatory body with certain other bodies 
under it.  The NMC will subsume the MCI 
and will regulate medical education 
and practice in India.   

 Under the Act, states will establish their 
respective State Medical Councils within 
three years.  These Councils will have a 
role similar to the NMC, at the state level. 

 Functions of the NMC include: (i) laying 
down policies for regulating medical 
institutions and medical professionals, (ii) 
assessing the requirements of human 
resources and infrastructure in 
healthcare, (iii) ensuring compliance by 
the State Medical Councils with the 
regulations made under the Act, and (iv) 
framing guidelines for determination of 
fee for up to 50% of the seats in the 
private medical institutions. 

Who will be a part of the NMC? 
 The Act replaces the MCI with the NMC, 

whose members will be nominated.  The 
NMC will consist of 25 members. 

 Of these 25 members, at least 15 (60%) 
are medical practitioners.   

What are the regulatory bodies being set 
up under the NMC? 
 The Act sets up four autonomous boards 

under the supervision of the NMC.   
o The Under-Graduate Medical 

Education Board (UGMEB)  
o The Post-Graduate Medical 

Education Board (PGMEB) 
o The Medical Assessment and 

Rating Board 
o The Ethics and Medical 

Registration Board 
How is the Act changing the eligibility 
guidelines for doctors to practice 
medicine? 
 There will be a uniform National 

Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test for 
admission to under-graduate and 



postgraduate superspeciality medical 
education in all medical institutions.   

 Further, the Act introduces a common 
final year undergraduate examination 
called the National Exit Test for students 
graduating from medical institutions to 
obtain the license for practice.  This test 
will also serve as the basis for admission 
into post-graduate courses at medical 
institutions under this Act.   

 
How does the Act regulate community 
health providers? 
 As of January 2018, the doctor to 

population ratio in India was 1:1655 
compared to the World Health 
Organisation standard of 1:1000.   

 To fill in the gaps of availability of medical 
professionals, the Act provides for the 
NMC to grant limited license to certain 
mid-level practitioners called 
community health providers, connected 
with the modern medical profession to 
practice medicine.   

 These mid-level medical practitioners 
may prescribe specific medicines in 
primary and preventive healthcare.  
However, in any other cases, these 
practitioners may only prescribe medicine 
under the supervision of a registered 
medical practitioner. 

Why in news? 
 Parliament passed the bill in August 2019. 

18. Triple talaq Act, 2019 
Key Provisions of the Act 
 Offence and penalty: The Act makes 

declaration of talaq-e-biddat a 
cognizable offence, attracting up to 
three years’ imprisonment with a fine. 
(A cognizable offence is one for which a 
police officer may arrest an accused 
person without warrant.) 

 The offence will be cognizable only if 
information relating to the offence is 
given by: 

o the married woman (against 
whom talaq has been declared),  

o or any person related to her by 
blood or marriage. 

 
 The Act provides that the Magistrate 

may grant bail to the accused. The bail 
may be  granted only after hearing the 
woman (against whom talaq has been 
pronounced), and if the Magistrate is 
satisfied that there are reasonable 
grounds for granting bail. 

 Allowance: A Muslim woman against 
whom talaq has been declared, is 
entitled to seek subsistence allowance 
from her husband for herself and for her 
dependent children. The amount of the 
allowance will be determined by the 
Magistrate. 

 Custody: A Muslim woman against 
whom such talaq has been declared, is 
entitled to seek custody of her minor 
children. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Parliament passed the Muslim 

Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Bill, 2019, which makes all 
declaration of talaq-e-biddat to be void 
and illegal.   



 Talaq-e-biddat refers to the practice 
under Muslim personal laws where 
pronouncement of the word ‘talaq’ 
thrice in one sitting by a Muslim man to 
his wife results in an instant and 
irrevocable divorce.  

 

19. Motor vehicle Amendment 
Act, 2019 
Important provisions of the Act: 
Road safety: 
 In the area of road safety, the Act 

proposes to increase penalties to act as a 
deterrent against traffic violations. 

 
Vehicle Fitness 
 The Act mandates automated fitness 

testing for vehicles. This would reduce 

corruption in the transport department 
while improving the road worthiness of 
the vehicle. 

Recall of Vehicles 
 The Act allows the central government to 

order for recall of motor vehicles if a 
defect in the vehicle may cause damage to 
the environment, or the driver, or other 
road users. 

Road Safety Board 
 The Act provides for a National Road 

Safety Board, to be created by the central 
government which will advise the central 
and state governments on all aspects of 
road safety and traffic management. 

Protection of Good Samaritan 
 To help road accident victims, Good 

Samaritan guidelines have been 
incorporated in the Act. 

Cashless Treatment during Golden Hour 
 The Act provides for a scheme for 

cashless treatment of road accident 
victims during the golden hour. 

Motor Vehicle Accident Fund 
 The Act requires the central government 

to constitute a Motor Vehicle Accident 
Fund, to provide compulsory insurance 
cover to all road users in India. 

Why in news? 
 The Parliament passed the Motor 

Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

  



ENVIRONMENT 
1. Project SU.RE  
What is it? 
 The project is a commitment by India’s 

apparel industry to set a sustainable 
pathway for the Indian fashion industry.  

 The signatories to the pledge for project 
SU.RE are sixteen of India’s top fashion 
and retail brands who have pledged to 
source/utilize a substantial portion of 
their total consumption using 
sustainable raw materials and 
processes, by the year 2025. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Ministry of Textiles has launched 

Project SU.RE.  
 SU.RE stands for ‘Sustainable Resolution’.  
 Project SU.RE aims to contribute to the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals 2030, 
especially SDG-12 for responsible 
consumption and production. 
 

2. SO2 emissions 
SO2 emissions: 
 SO2 emissions are a significant 

contributor to air pollution.  
 The greatest source of SO2 in the 

atmosphere is the burning of fossil fuels in 
power plants and other industrial 
facilities.  

 Other sources include industrial processes 
such as extracting metal from ore, natural 
sources such as volcanoes, and 
locomotives, ships and other vehicles and 
heavy equipment that burn fuel with high 
sulphur content. 

What’s in the news? 
 A new report by the environmental NGO 

Greenpeace India shows that India is 
the largest emitter of sulphur dioxide 
in the world. 

 India has more than 15% of all the 
anthropogenic sulphur dioxide hotspots 
detected by the NASA OMI (Ozone 
Monitoring Instrument) satellite. Almost 
all of these emissions in India are because 
of coal-burning. 

 The vast majority of coal-based power 
plants in India lack flue-gas 
desulphurisation technology to reduce 
air pollution. 

 Of the world’s major emitters, China and 
the United States have been able to reduce 
emissions rapidly. They have achieved 
this feat by switching to clean energy 
sources; China, in particular, has achieved 
success by dramatically improving 
emission standards and enforcement for 
sulphur dioxide control. 

Acid rain: 
 Acid rain results when sulfur dioxide 

(SO2) and nitrogen oxides (NOX) are 
emitted into the atmosphere and 
transported by wind and air currents.  

 The SO2 and NOX react with water, 
oxygen and other chemicals to form 
sulfuric and nitric acids. 

Government measures 
 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change introduced sulphur 
dioxide emission limits for coal-fired 
power plants in December 2015.  

 But the deadline for the installation of 
flue-gas desulphurisation (FGD) in power 
plants has been extended from 2017 to 
2022. 

 
3. Angikaar campaign  
Angikaar campaign: 
 Angikaar has been launched with a focus 

on issues such as water & energy 
conservation, waste management, health, 
tree plantation, sanitation and hygiene for 
beneficiaries of completed houses under 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban). 

 The campaign will converge with schemes 
and Missions of other Ministries dealing 
with these subjects.  

 



 
 

 The convergence would especially focus 
on Ujjwala for gas connection and 
Ayushman Bharat for health insurance 
to the beneficiaries of PMAY (U). 

What’s in the news? 
 The Union Housing and Urban Affairs 

Ministry launched the ‘Angikaar’ 
campaign in August 2019. 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) 
 PMAY (U) programme was launched by 

the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA) in 2015.  

 It envisions provision of Housing for All 
by 2022. 

 The Mission seeks to address the housing 
requirement of urban poor including slum 
dwellers through following programme 
verticals: 
o Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers 

with participation of private 
developers using land as a resource 

o Promotion of Affordable Housing for 
weaker section through credit linked 
subsidy 

o Affordable Housing in Partnership 
with Public & Private sectors 

o Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual 
house construction /enhancement. 

Ayushman Bharat: 
(Refer Pulse July 2019) 

 

4. REDD+ 
UN-REDD Programme: 
 The United Nations Programme on 

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 
and Forest Degradation (or UN-REDD 

Programme) is a collaborative 
programme of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and the 
United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP).  

 The overall goal of the UN-REDD 
programme is to reduce forest 
emissions and enhance carbon stocks 
in forests while contributing to national 
sustainable development. 

About REDD+ 
 Reducing emissions from deforestation 

and forest degradation (REDD+) is a 
voluntary climate change mitigation 
approach initiated by the United Nations 
in 2005. It is different from the UN-
REDD Programme. 

 
 Under the programme, developing 

countries would receive incentives to 
reduce emissions from deforestation and 
forest degradation, conserve forest carbon 
stocks, sustainably manage forests and 
enhance forest carbon stocks.  

 The UN-REDD Programme supports 
nationally led REDD+ processes and 
promotes the involvement of all 
stakeholders, including indigenous 
peoples and other forest-dependent 
communities, in national and 
international REDD+ implementation. 

Why in news? 
 The REDD+ programme being carried out 

in the Himalayan states jointly by Indian 
Council of Forestry Research and 
Education (ICFRE) and International 
Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (ICIMOD) has been 
extended till July 2020. 

Indian Council of Forestry Research and 
Education (ICFRE): 



 It is an autonomous organization under 
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC). 

 Its functions are to conduct forestry 
research, transfer the technologies 
developed to the states of India and other 
user agencies and to impart forestry 
education. 

International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD): 

(Refer Pulse June 2019) 
 

5. Okjokull glacier 
What’s in the news? 
• Mourners gathered in Iceland to 
commemorate the loss of Okjokull, Iceland’s 
first glacier lost to climate change, which has 
died at the age of about 700. 
• The glacier was officially declared dead in 
2014 when it was no longer thick enough to 
move. To have the status of a glacier, the mass 
of ice and snow must be thick enough to move 
by its own weight.  
•  Iceland loses about 11 billion tonnes 
of ice per year, and scientists fear all of the 
island country’s 400-plus glaciers will be gone 
by 2200. 
 

 
 
 

6. National Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP) 
What is it? 
 NCAP is a pollution control initiative that 

was launched by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change in January 2019. 

 It aims to reduce particulate matter 
(PM2.5 and PM10) pollution by 20-
30% in 102 cities by 2024, with 2017 as 
the base year for comparison. 

 The programme also targets to foster 
collaborative and participatory approach 
involving relevant Central Ministries, 
State Governments, local bodies and other 
Stakeholders with focus on all sources of 
pollution. 

Why in news? 
 The Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB) is planning to add 20 more cities 
under the NCAP.  

 

7. Kutch desert  
What’s in the news? 



 A team of Indian and French researchers 
has concluded that the hot arid desert of 
Kutch was once a humid subtropical 
forests with a variety of birds, freshwater 
fish and possibly giraffes and rhinos. 

 Their conclusions are based on the 
discovery of a tranche of vertebrate fossils 
from nearly 14 million years ago in a 
geological time period known as the 
Miocene. 

 The fossils, consisting mostly of ribs, and 
parts of teeth and bones, were unearthed 
in Kutch, Gujarat. 

 The bulk of fossils unearthed in Kutch 
have so far been mainly marine 
organisms, due to their proximity to the 
Arabian Sea. Geological changes 
eventually closed off the salt-flats’ 
connection to the sea and the region 
turned into a large lake, eventually 
becoming salty wetlands. 

 
Significance of the findings 
 The findings point to clues on how 

mammals dispersed between Africa and 
the Indian subcontinent when part of 
India was in the Gondwanaland 
supercontinent that existed nearly 300 
million years ago. 

 

8. Canine distemper virus (CDV) 
What is it? 
 Canine distemper is a contagious and 

serious disease caused by a virus that 
attacks the respiratory, gastrointestinal 
and nervous systems of puppies and dogs. 
Contact between wild animals and dogs 
can facilitate the spread of the virus. 

 In 2018, over 20 lions in the Gir forest in 
Gujarat succumbed to the CDV infection, 
and now a guideline has been prepared by 
the National Tiger Conservation Authority 
to prevent the spillover of the disease to 
wild animals. 

 
 

 
What’s in the news? 
 There is heightened risk of CDV disease 

transfer from local dogs to the tigers and 
leopards in the Ranthambore National 
Park, Rajasthan.  

 

9.  Deep ocean mission 
Deep ocean mission: 
 Ministry Of Earth Sciences plans ‘Deep 

Ocean Mission’ to boost India’s sea 
exploration capabilities.  

 The focus of the mission will be on deep-
sea mining, ocean climate change 
advisory services, underwater vehicles 
and underwater robotics related 
technologies.  

 Two key projects planned in the Mission 
include a desalination plant powered by 



tidal energy and a submersible vehicle 
that can explore depths of at least 6,000 
metres. 

 
Significance of the Mission: 
 The ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ plan will enable 

India to develop capabilities to exploit 
resources in the Central Indian Ocean 
Basin (CIOB). 

 India has been allotted 75,000 square 
kilometres in the CIOB by UN 
International Sea Bed Authority for 
exploration of poly-metallic nodules. 
CIOB reserves contain deposits of metals 
like iron, manganese, nickel and cobalt. It 
is envisaged that 10 % of recovery of that 
large reserve can meet the energy 
requirement of India for the next 100 
years. 

 Polymetallic nodules are potato-
shaped, largely porous nodules found in 
abundance carpeting the sea floor of 
world oceans in deep sea. These are 
called also known as manganese 
nodules. 

UN International Sea Bed Authority: 
 International Seabed Authority (ISA) was 

established in 1994 to regulate mining 
and related activities in the international 
seabed beyond national jurisdiction, an 
area that includes most of the world’s 
oceans.  

 The ISA came into existence upon the 
entry into force of the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea (UNCLOS), which codified 
international law regarding territorial 
waters, sea-lanes, and ocean resources.  

 It has more than 150 member states 
including India. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Government announced that India’s 

‘Deep Ocean Mission’ will commence 
from October 31, 2019. 

 

10. Great Indian Bustard  
About Great Indian Bustard (GIB): 
 GIB is one of the heaviest flying birds 

endemic to the Indian subcontinent. 
 Listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972, and in Appendix I 
of CITES.  

 It has also been identified as one of the 
species for the recovery programme 
under the Integrated Development of 
Wildlife Habitats of the MoEFCC. 

 IUCN Status: Critically endangered 
 Great Indian Bustard Sanctuary, also 

known as the Jawaharlal Nehru Bustard 
Sanctuary is a wildlife sanctuary for 
the GIB in Maharashtra. 

 The majority of the surviving birds live in 
fragmented grasslands of Rajasthan and 
Gujarat, along with a few individuals in 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka. 

 
Why in news? 
 Great Indian Bustard is nearing extinction 

due to collision with high voltage power 
lines that criss-cross their flying path, 
according to a report by the Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII), a statutory body 
under the MoEFCC. 

 Other threats to the GIB include irrigation 
and farming technology, mining, wind 
turbines and associated infrastructure 
growth.  



ORGANISATIONS 
1. Mekong-Ganga Cooperation  
What is it? 
 The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) is 

an initiative by six countries – India and 
five ASEAN countries, namely, Cambodia, 
Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam 
for cooperation in tourism, culture, 
education, as well as transport and 
communications.  

 
 It was launched in 2000 at Vientiane, 

Laos.  
 Both the Ganga and the Mekong are 

civilizational rivers, and the MGC initiative 
aims to facilitate closer contacts among 
the people inhabiting these two major 
river basins.  

Why in News? 
 The 10th Mekong-Ganga Cooperation 

Ministerial Meeting was held in August 
2019 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

 

2. G7  
About G7 
 The Group of Seven (G7) is a collective of 

seven of the world's most industrialized 
and developed economies. Their political 
leaders come together annually to discuss 
important global economic, political, 
social and security issues. 

 The G7 member countries are the United 
States, Britain, France, Japan, Germany, 
Italy, and Canada.  

 Russia belonged to the forum from 1998 
through 2014, when the bloc was known 
as the G8, but was suspended following its 
annexation of Crimea. 

 
Why in News? 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended 
the G7 Summit in France.  
 Though India is not a member of the G-7 
grouping, Mr. Modi was personally invited by 
French President Emmanuel Macron. 
 

  



FLORA & FAUNA 
1. Magadha Burrowing Frog 
About the frog: 
 The frog is endemic to agricultural areas 

in Nawadih and Joungi village of 
Jharkhand’s Koderma district 

 The frog is the newest species of the 
genus Spahaerotheca, of which, 10 other 
species are found in South Asia. 

 It has been named as Spahaerotheca 
Magadha and will be known by the 
common name of ‘Magadha Burrowing 
Frog’. 

 

Why in news? 
 This new species of burrowing frog has 

been confirmed in Jharkhand’s Chhota 
Nagpur Plateau. 

Significance of such finding: 
 The discovery points to the fact that new 
species of frogs can still be found even in the 
‘Central Indian Landscape’ other than the 
Western Ghats and the Northeast, where 
most discoveries are currently taking place. 

 

  



AGRICULTURE 
1. Fortification 
About Fortification: 
 Fortification is the practice of deliberately 

increasing the content of an essential 
micronutrient, i.e. vitamins and minerals 
(including trace elements) in a food, so as 
to improve the nutritional quality of the 
food supply and provide a public health 
benefit with minimal risk to health. 

 The Union Ministries of Women and Child 
Development, Human Resource 
Development and Consumer Affairs, Food 
and Public Distribution have mandated 
the distribution of fortified wheat flour, 
rice, oil and double fortified salt in their 
schemes — Integrated Child Development 
Services (ICDS) and Mid-Day Meal (MDM) 
and Public Distribution System (PDS) 
respectively. 

Fortified Rice: 
 Rice is the fifth food item that the 

government is promoting with 
fortification — salt, edible oil, milk and 
wheat being the others. 

 Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution is the nodal agency 
for rice fortification. 

 
Fortification of Rice and its Distribution 
under PDS scheme: 
 The Pilot Scheme has been approved for a 

period of three year beginning 2019-20. 
 Under this scheme rice is fortified with 

Iron, Folic Acid and Vitamin B-12.  
 The operational responsibilities for 

implementation of the pilot scheme lie 
with states which fortifies the rice for 
distribution through PDS. 

Why in news ? 
 The government is planning to prepare a 

detailed roadmap for the nationwide 
distribution of fortified rice through 
ration shops. 

 

2. National Food Security Act 
(NFSA) 
About National Food Security Act 
 The National Food Security Act, 2013 was 

initiated with the objective to provide for 
food and nutritional security in human life 
cycle approach, by ensuring access to 
adequate quantity of quality food at 
affordable prices to people to live a life 
with dignity. 

 The Act legally entitled upto 75% of the 
rural population and 50% of the urban 
population to receive subsidized 
foodgrains under Targeted Public 
Distribution System (TPDS). 

 NFSA is being implemented in all the 
States/UTs, on an all India basis. 

 Responsibilities :  
o NFSA defines the joint 

responsibility of the Centre and 
States/UTs.  

o Centre : It is responsible for 
allocation and transportation of 
foodgrains and providing central 
assistance to States/UTs.  

o States/UTs : They are responsible 
for effective implementation of the 
Act, which includes identification 
of eligible households, issuing 
ration cards to them, distribution 
of foodgrains through fair price 
shops (FPS), etc. 

 The Act also has a special focus on the 
nutritional support to women and 
children. 

 Pregnant women and lactating mothers 
will be entitled to meals and maternity 
benefits of not less than Rs 6000. It is 
however restricted to two children only. 

 Allocation: Under the Act, 5 kg foodgrain 
is allocated per person per month for 



priority households category and 35 kg 
per family per month for Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana (AAY) families at a highly 
subsidized prices of Rs. 1/-, Rs. 2/- and Rs. 
3/- per kg for nutri-cereals, wheat and 
rice respectively. 

 
Why in news? 

 The food ministry has revived the 
proposal to increase by 2 kg each the 
allocation of subsidised food grains to 810 
million poor people covered under the 
National Food Security Act. 

  



ECONOMY 
1. Development banks  
What are development banks? 
 Development banks are financial 

institutions that provide long-term 
credit for capital-intensive investments 
spread over a long period and yielding 
low rates of return, such as urban 
infrastructure, mining and heavy industry, 
and irrigation systems.  

 Such banks often lend at low and stable 
rates of interest to promote long-term 
investments with considerable social 
benefits.  

Funding mechanism: 
 To lend for long term, development banks 

require correspondingly long-term 
sources of finance, usually obtained by 
issuing long-dated securities in the capital 
market, subscribed by long-term savings 
institutions such as pension and life 
insurance funds and post office deposits.  

 Considering the social benefits of such 
investments, and uncertainties associated 
with them, development banks are often 
supported by governments or 
international institutions. 

How are they different from commercial 
banks? 
 Development banks are different from 

commercial banks which mobilise short- 
to medium-term deposits and lend for 
similar maturities to avoid a maturity 
mismatch. 

Indian scenario: 
 The Industrial Finance Corporation of 

India was set up in 1949 as India’s first 
development bank for financing industrial 
investments.  

 In 1964, Industrial Development Bank 
of India (IDBI) was set up as an apex 
body of all development finance 
institutions. 

Challenges faced: 
 However, development banks got 

discredited for mounting non-performing 
assets and inadequate professionalism in 

assessing investment projects for 
economic, technical and financial viability.  

 After 1991, following the Narasimham 
Committee reports on financial sector 
reforms, development finance institutions 
were disbanded and got converted to 
commercial banks. 

Why in News? 
 The Finance Minister announced that the 

government would set up development 
banks to fund infrastructure projects in 
the country. 
 

2. Foreign Direct Investment 
What is Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)? 
 It is the investment made by a person or a 

company in one country into businesses 
located in another country. 

 Generally, FDI takes place when an 
investor establishes foreign business 
operations or acquires foreign business 
assets. 

Automatic & Approval Routes: 
 The entry of Foreign Direct Investment by 

non-residents into India is regulated 
through two routes –automatic route and 
approval route.  

 Under the Automatic Route, the foreign 
investor does not require any approval 
from the Reserve Bank or Government of 
India for the investment.  

 Under the approval route, the foreign 
investor should obtain prior approval of 
the Government of India agencies or 
bodies specified. 

Why in News? 
 The Union Cabinet has announced a 

number of decisions to attract increased 
foreign direct investment into the country. 

Key decisions: 
 Currently, the FDI policy provides that 

30% of the value of goods has to be 
sourced from India if the single-brand 
retail trade (SBRT) entity has FDI more 
than 51%.  

 Under the new regulation, all 
procurement made from India by the 



SBRT entity would be counted towards 
local sourcing, irrespective of whether 
the goods procured are sold in India or 
exported.  

 The Cabinet has also allowed 100% FDI 
in contract manufacturing, allowing 
large foreign electronics and 
pharmaceutical companies to invest in 
local or foreign contract manufacturers 
directly. 

 The government decided to allow 100% 
FDI under the automatic route for coal 
mining as well as sale and export of 
coal. This is expected to end the 
monopoly enjoyed so far by Coal India Ltd 
(CIL), which is often considered lacking 
the capability to mine the coalfields. 

 Another change is that the government 
decided to permit up to 26% FDI under 
the approval route for digital media 
companies that upload or stream news 
and current affairs. 

 

3. Open Market Operations  
What are Open Market Operations 
(OMOs)? 
 Open Market Operations are conducted by 

the RBI which involves sale or purchase of 
G-Secs to or from the market. The 
objective is to control the money supply 
conditions. 

 If there is excess money supply (i.e. excess 
liquidity) in the market, the RBI resorts to 
sale of securities which reduces the 
volume of money. Similarly, when the 
liquidity conditions are tight, it buys 
securities from the market, thereby 
releasing money into the market. 

What are Government Securities (G-Secs)? 
 G-Secs are tradable instruments like 

bonds issued by the Central Government 
or the State Governments with a promise 
of repayment upon maturity.  

 The Central Government can issue both 
treasury bills and bonds while the State 
Governments can issue only bonds, 
which are called the State Development 
Loans (SDLs). 

 These securities are considered low-risk, 
since they involve the government and 
hence, are called risk-free gilt-edged 
instruments. 

Why in News? 
 Large scale open market operations 

conducted by the RBI and higher earnings 
from foreign exchange operations helped 
boost the central bank’s surplus to record 
levels in 2018-19 (Rs 1.23 lakh crore). 

 

4. RBI surplus transfer 
RBI surplus transfer: 
 According to Section 47 of the RBI Act, 

profit of the RBI has to be transferred to 
the government periodically. 

 However, before transferring, some 
amount of the profit is kept aside for 
maintaining reserves of the RBI. 

What constitutes RBI’s reserves? 
 It comprises of 4 components out of 

which the Revaluation Fund and the 
Contingency Fund form the substantial 
portion. 

 Revaluation Fund- It is kept in terms of 
foreign currencies which is used to 
stabilize the value of Indian Rupee during 
times of appreciation/depreciation. 

 Contingency Fund (CF) is used to meet 
any risks in the Banking system. 

 These reserves constitute around 29% of 
the total assets of the RBI. The 
International standard of reserves is 16% 
of the total assets of the central bank. 

Bimal Jalan Committee:  
 The central government felt that this is 

more than required for the RBI’s 
operations and demanded the transfer of 
surplus funds. 

 Bimal Jalan Committee on Economic 
Capital Framework was set up last year to 
look into the central bank’s excess 
reserves. The committee has recently 
submitted its report.  

Recommendations of the committee: 
 The committee recommended not to 

transfer funds from the Revaluation 
account as it is critical to ensure stability 
of the Rupee. 



 It recommended that the RBI should 
maintain a Contingent Fund between 
5.5-6.5% of the RBI’s total assets. Since 
the latest Contingent Fund amount was 
about 6.8%, the excess amount (Rs 52,637 
crore) was transferred to the government.  

 In addition to this, the committee also 
recommended transferring the full net 
income of the RBI of Rs 1,23,414 crore for 
the fiscal year 2018-19 to the Centre. 

 Hence a total of Rs 1,76,051 crore has 
been paid out to the Centre. 

 
5. Angel Tax relief 
What is Angel Tax? 
 Angel tax is levied on the excess capital 

raised by an unlisted company through 
the issue of shares over and above the 
‘fair market value’ of those shares. This 
excess capital is treated as income and 
taxed accordingly.  

 It was problematic for start-ups, since 
their valuations were higher than the ‘fair 
market valuation’ arrived at by the tax 
officials. 

Why in news? 
 The Government has announced that 

startups registered with the Department 
for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT) will be exempted from 
angel tax. 

 

6. National Anti-Profiteering 
Authority  
What is National Anti-Profiteering 

Authority (NAA)? 

 Soon after the GST was rolled out from 1 
July 2017, the government had approved 
setting up of the NAA for two years. 

 NAA is a statutory body constituted 
under the Central Goods and Services Tax 
Act, 2017 to check the unfair profit-
making activities by the trading 
community. 

 The Authority’s core function is to ensure 
that the benefits of the reduction in GST 
rates on goods or services made by the 
GST Council is passed on to the ultimate 

consumers by way of a reduction in prices 
by traders. 

 NAA examine and check such profiteering 
activities and recommend punitive actions 
including cancellation of Registration. 

Why in news ?   
 The GST Council is likely to extend the 

tenure of the National Anti-profiteering 
Authority till November 30, 2020. 

 

7. Prompt Corrective Action  
What is Prompt Corrective Action (PCA)? 
 The PCA framework specifies the trigger 

points or the level in which the RBI will 
intervene with corrective action if a 
commercial bank’s financial condition 
worsens below a mark. It is to ensure that 
banks don't go bust.  

 The parameters that invite corrective 
action from the central bank are: 

o Capital to Risk weighted Asset 
Ratio (CRAR) 

o Net Non-Performing Assets (NPA) 
o Return on Assets (RoA) 

What will happen when a bank brought 
under PCA? 
 When these parameters reach the set 

trigger points for a bank, the RBI will 
initiate certain structured and 
discretionary actions for the bank 
including 

o Restriction on dividend 
distribution/remittance of profits; 

o Requirement on 
promoters/owners/parents to 
bring in more capital; 

o Restrictions on branch expansion; 
o Higher provisioning requirement; 

and, 
o Restrictions on management 

compensation.  
Board for Financial Supervision: 
 The Board for Financial Supervision (BFS) 

of RBI is chaired by the RBI Governor 
and includes the four deputy governors 
and a few other board members. 

 BFS has been entrusted by the central 
bank board to review the performance 
of the banks under PCA.  



Why in news? 
 The RBI is planning to extend the PCA 

framework for some banks. 

 
8. Corporate Social 
Responsibility  
About CSR 
 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is a 

management concept through which a 
company achieves a balance of economic, 
environmental and social imperatives 
(“Triple-Bottom-Line- Approach”). 

 India is the first country in the world to 
make CSR mandatory, following an 
amendment to The Company Act, 2013. 

 Any company that has a net worth of at 
least Rs 500 crore, a turnover of Rs 1,000 
crore or a net profit of Rs 5 crore is 
obliged to spend 2% of its average 
profits over the last three years on CSR. 

 Businesses can invest their profits in 
areas such as education, poverty, gender 
equality, and hunger. 

Why in News? 
 The High Level Committee on Corporate 

Social Responsibility headed by Injeti 
Srinivas has presented its report to 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 

Key recommendations 
 The committee has recommended to  

make CSR expenditure tax deductible. 
 Deductible expenses are those that can be 

subtracted from a company's income 
before it is subject to taxation. It reduces 
company’s tax liability. 

 Schedule 7 of the Companies Act, 2013 
(which outlines the kinds of activities that 
qualify as CSR) should be aligned with the 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals to include sports promotion, senior 
citizens’ welfare, welfare of differently 
abled persons, disaster management, and 
heritage protection. 

 Compliance violations should be treated 
as a civil offence that attracts penalties. 

 

9. Regulatory sandbox 
What is a regulatory sandbox? 

 The regulatory sandbox allows live 
testing of new products or services in a 
controlled or test regulatory 
environment. 

 For this, the regulator may permit certain 
relaxations for the limited purpose of 
testing. 

 The regulatory sandbox will aid in 
innovation and new product 
development, which can then be of use 
for consumers as well. 

Why in News? 
 The RBI has issued the framework for 

regulatory sandbox in order to enable 
innovations in financial services. 

 The framework will likely be a positive 
step for financial technology start-ups 
and companies looking to innovate in the 
highly regulated sector. 

 

10. Equalisation levy 
What is Equalisation Levy? 
 Equalisation Levy was introduced in India 

in 2016, with the intention of taxing 
digital transactions. 

 It is a direct tax on payments made by 
residents to non-resident companies for 
online advertisement, provision of digital 
and advertising space or any other facility 
or service for online advertisement. 

 Currently, the rate of equalisation levy is 
6%. 

Why in News? 
 Domestic start-ups have written to the 

government complaining about the 
equalisation levy. It increases the cost 
burden on start-ups. 

 Currently, startups have to pay 
equalisation levy as an additional cost on 
behalf of companies like Facebook, 
Twitter, Linkedin for using their 
platforms for ads and promotions. 

 

11. Fiscal Responsibility and 
Budget Management (FRBM)  
About FRBM: 
 Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 

Management (FRBM) Act was enacted in 



2003 which set targets for the 
government to reduce fiscal deficits. It 
was mandated that both states and centre 
would cut fiscal deficit to 3% by 2008-09. 
The targets were put off several times. 

 Fiscal deficit = Total Expenditure – Total 
Receipts except borrowings 

 In 2016, the government set up a 
committee under NK Singh to review the 
FRBM Act. 

 The committee recommended that the 
government should bring down the fiscal 
deficit to 3% of the GDP by 2020, cut it to 
2.8% in 2020-21 and 2.5% by 2023. 

 It also suggested that India should adopt 
debt-to-GDP ratio as a new anchor of 
fiscal policy along with the fiscal deficit 
and gradually bring it down to 60 per 
cent — comprising of 40 per cent for the 
Centre and 20 per cent for the states.  

 In line with the NK Singh committee’s 

recommendation, the government aims to  
restrict the fiscal deficit at 3.4% of the 
GDP during the current fiscal. 

Why in News? 
 The government’s fiscal deficit touched 

Rs 4.32 lakh crore for the June quarter, 
which is 61.4% of the Budget Estimate 
for 2019-20 fiscal. 

 

12. U.S. Fed rate cut 
Fed rate cut 
 The U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) has cut 

its key interest rate by 25 basis points 
(100 basis points = 1%). 

What will be the impact on India? 
 Theoretically, a rate cut in the US is 

positive for emerging market 
economies. 

 Emerging economies such as India tend 
to have higher inflation and, thereby, 
higher interest rates than those in 
developed countries such as the US and 
Europe.  

 As a result, Foreign Institutional 
Investors (FIIs) would want to borrow 
money in the US at low interest rates in 
dollar terms, and then invest that money 
in bonds of emerging countries such as 

India in rupee terms to earn a higher 
rate of interest. 

 When the US Fed cuts its interest rates, 
the difference between the interest rates 
(known as interest rate differential) of 
the two countries increases, thus 
making India more attractive for foreign 
investors. It results in inflow of foreign 
investments towards India and other 
emerging economies. 

 

13. CGTMSE 
What is CGTMSE? 
• The Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for 

Micro and Small Enterprises 
(CGTMSE) scheme was launched by 
the Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises and the Small 
Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI). 

• The primary objective of the scheme is 
to give credit guarantees to financial 
institutions that provide loans to SMEs 
and MSMEs. 

• CGTMSE aims to encourage 
entrepreneurs to take collateral-free 
loans for starting businesses without 
the fear of defaulting. Funds under 
CGTMSE scheme will be used to 
reimburse the lending institution up to 
a certain limit, in case the borrower 
defaults. 

Why in News? 
• Plastic manufacturers have requested 

the government to remove anti-
dumping duty on machines not made 
in India, as it affects the cost 
competitiveness of plastic processors 
in India. 

• Additionally, the sector appealed to 
increase the current limits under the 
Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro 
and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) 
scheme. 

What is dumping? 
• Dumping is the practice of selling a 

product in a foreign market at an 
unfairly low price (a price that is lower 
than the cost in the home market, or 



which is lower than the cost of 
production) in order to gain a 
competitive advantage over other 
suppliers. 

Anti-dumping duty: 
• An anti-dumping duty is a tariff that a 

domestic government imposes on 
foreign imports that it believes are 
priced below fair market value. 

• Countries use anti-dumping duty to curb 
the ill effects caused by dumping on 
domestic industries, as well as to 
promote and establish fair trade. 

 
 

14. External commercial 
borrowings  
What is External Commercial Borrowings? 
 ECBs are commercial loans raised by 

eligible resident entities from recognised 
non-resident entities. 

 Most of these loans are provided by 
foreign commercial banks and other 
institutions. 

 As per the latest ECB framework, all 
eligible borrowers can raise ECBs up to 
USD 750 million or equivalent per 
financial year under the automatic route. 

 The minimum average maturity period 
(MAMP) has been kept at 3 years for all 
ECBs, except the borrowers specifically 
permitted to borrow for a shorter period. 

Who are eligible? 
 All entities eligible to receive FDI are 

eligible borrowers under the ECB 
window. 

 Additionally, Port Trusts, Units in SEZ, 
SIDBI, EXIM Bank, registered entities 
engaged in micro-finance activities, viz., 
registered not for profit companies, 
registered societies/trusts/cooperatives 
and non-government organisations can 
also borrow under this framework. 

 Any entity who is a resident of a country 
which is FATF or International 
Organization of Securities 
Commissions (IOSCO) compliant will be 
treated as a recognised lender. 

Why in News? 
 The RBI has decided to relax norms for 

funds raised via the external commercial 
borrowing route by companies and non-
banking finance companies. 

 
  



SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
1. Stem cells 
What Are Stem Cells? 
 Stem cells are special human cells that 

have the ability to develop into many 
different cell types, from muscle cells to 
brain cells. 

 In some cases, they also have the ability 
to repair damaged tissues. 

Types of stem cells: 
 Stem cells are divided into two main 

forms: embryonic stem cells and adult 
stem cells. 

Embryonic stem cells: 
 These cells come from human embryos 

that are three to five days old. They are 
harvested during a process called in-
vitro fertilization.  

 This involves fertilizing an embryo in a 
laboratory instead of inside the female 
body.  

 Embryonic stem cells are known as 
pluripotent stem cells. These cells can 
give rise to virtually any other type of 
cell in the body.  

Adult stem cells: 
 These stem cells come from developed 

organs and tissues in the body.  
 There are two types of adult stem cells. 

One type comes from fully developed 
tissues, like the brain, skin, and bone 
marrow. There are only small numbers of 
stem cells in these tissues, and they can’t 
differentiate into as many other types 
of cells as embryonic stem cells can. For 
example, a stem cell derived from the 
liver will only generate more liver cells. 

 The second type is induced pluripotent 
stem cells. These are adult stem cells 
that can be manipulated in a laboratory to 
take on the pluripotent characteristics of 
embryonic stem cells. 

What are cancer stem cells? 
 Among all cancerous cells, a few act as 

stem cells that reproduce themselves 
and sustain the cancer, much like 
normal stem cells normally renew and 
sustain our organs and tissues. 

 These Cancer stem cells are small in 
number in the tumor but are the most 
difficult ones to target as they resist 
chemotherapy and radiation.  

 They also act as a reservoir of cancer 
cells that may cause a relapse after 
surgery, radiation or chemotherapy has 
eliminated all observable signs of cancer. 

Why in news? 
 The role of cancer stem cells in 

maintaining and spreading a tumour has 
remained a hypothesis until recently. 

 A group of researchers from the Cancer 
Institute (WIA), Chennai, have shown that 
in a common type of ovarian cancer, 
cancer stem cells can morph into special 
cell types that build tiny bunches of blood 
vessels within the tumour. 

 The team also found that cells making up 
lymph vessels, another essential 
component of the tumour which aids in 
spreading the tumour (known as 
metastasis), can be made by the cancer 
stem cells. 

Implications of this study 
 The study has implications for 

management of cancer because a tumour 
needs supply of both blood and lymph to 
grow and spread. So, targeting the cancer 
stem cells can curtail both. 

 The study also suggests that drugs that 
inhibit the growth factor may be more 
effective clinically. 

 
2. Organ culture 
What is tissue culture? 
 Tissue culture is the growth of tissues or 

cells in an artificial medium separate 
from the organism. 

What is organ culture? 
 Organ culture is a type of tissue culture 

that involves culture of complete living 
organs (explants) of animals and plants 
outside the body in a suitable culture 
medium.  

Why in news? 
 Scientists in Japan will begin trying to 



grow human organs in animals after 
receiving government permission for 
the first study of its kind in the country. 

Elaboration 
 The cutting-edge, but controversial, 

research involves implanting modified 
animal embryos with human “induced 
pluripotent stem” (iPS) cells that can 
be coaxed into forming the building 
blocks of any part of the body. 

Mechanism 
 The research involves generating animal 

embryos -- mice, rats or pigs -- that lack a 
particular organ such as a pancreas. 

 The modified embryos are then 
implanted with human iPS cells that can 
grow into the missing pancreas. 

 The embryos would be transplanted into 
wombs where they could theoretically be 
carried to term with a functioning human 
pancreas. 

 Preliminary research has produced some 
promising signs, including the successful 
growth of mice pancreases in rats. The 
pancreases, when transplanted back into 
mice, functioned successfully and 
controlled blood glucose levels in diabetic 
mice. 

 In the future, this can also pave the way 
towards human organs being cultivated 
in animals. 

 

3. Reusable rockets 
What is a reusable launch system? 
 A reusable launch system is a space 

launch system that includes the recovery 
of some or all of the component stages. 

Status of reusability 
 To date, several fully reusable sub-orbital 

systems and partially reusable orbital 
systems have been flown. 

 No fully reusable orbital launch system 
has yet been demonstrated. 

 Cost of such launch system becomes much 
cheaper as it reduces material cost due to 
reusability.  

Why in news? 
 Chinese startup LinkSpace completed its 

third test of a reusable rocket in five 

months. 
The precursor: 
 SpaceX, a US based private aerospace 

company, has already used recoverable 
rockets on a number of orbital missions 
since a historic launch early in 2017. 

  

4. MultiDrug Resistant 
TuBerculosis (MDR-TB) 
What is Multi Drug Resistant TB? 
 MultiDrug Resistant TB (MDR-TB) is a 

condition when the TB bacteria that a 
person is infected with are resistant to 
two of the most important TB drugs- 
Isoniazid (INH) and Rifampicin (RMP). 

Causes: 
 Inappropriate use of antimicrobial drugs  
 Use of ineffective formulations of drugs  
 Premature treatment interruption 
 Mismanagement of TB treatment and 

person-to-person transmissions are 
major reasons why multidrug resistance 
continues to emerge and spread. 

Why in news? 
 A new 3-drug regimen treatment has 

been announced for the treating for 
MDR-TB by USA’s Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). 

Elaboration 
 The three-drug regimen consists of 

Bedaquiline, Pretomanid and 
Linezolid — collectively known as the 
BPaL regimen. 

 The new treatment which cures highly 
drug-resistant strains of tuberculosis will 
drastically shorten the treatment period. 

 The treatment regimen achieved a 90% 
success rate after six months of 
treatment and six months of post-
treatment follow-ups. 

 
5. Ebola 
Ebola virus disease 
 Ebola virus disease is a rare but severe 

illness in humans, caused by infection 
with Ebola virus which belongs to the 
family Filoviridae. 



 Ebola is introduced into the human 
population through close contact with the 
blood, secretions, organs or other bodily 
fluids of infected animals. 

 Ebola disease then spreads by direct 
contact with the blood or other body 
fluids of a person who has developed 
symptoms of the disease. 

Why in News? 
 Two new drugs have shown remarkable 

promise at treating Ebola during a clinical 
trial in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, increasing survival rates for 
people who recently contracted the 
disease to between 89 and 94 percent. 

 The therapies that have improved survival 
rates are REGN-EB3, a cocktail of three 
monoclonal Ebola antibodies, and 
mAb114, a single monoclonal antibody. 
(monoclonal antibodies are made by 
identical immune cells that are all clones 
of a unique parent cell) 

 A number of clinical trials were started 
near the end of the 2014-2016 West 
African Ebola outbreak, but they either 
revealed that proposed therapies did not 
work or failed to reach a result before the 
outbreak ended.  

6. Photodynamic therapy (PDT)  
What is Photodynamic therapy? 
 It is a treatment that uses special drugs, 

called photosensitizing agents, along 
with light to kill cancer cells.  

 The drugs only work after they have been 
activated or “turned on” by certain kinds 
of light.  

Issues with the treatment 
 Photodynamic therapy is already a 

clinically-approved treatment. However, 
many of these drugs are frequently toxic 
even without light, causing many side 
effects in patients and leading to 
treatment failure. 

Why in News? 
 Researchers in the UK have developed a 

new technique that could make 
photodynamic therapy more effective and 
safer for patients while reducing its cost. 

 They have developed tiny carbon dots 
that can deliver cancer drugs to tumours. 

 This technique has the potential to 
produce cheaper anticancer medicine 
with larger effectivity to kill tumours and 
fewer side-effects for patients. 

Carbon dots: 
 Carbon dots are fluorescent nanoparticles 

with very little toxicity, making them 
extremely useful for this application.  

 These nanoparticles were made using 
common ingredients such as sucrose and 
citric acid, which occurs naturally in 
various fruits. 

 

7. MRD 
What is it? 
 A remarkably complete 3.8-million-year-

old skull of an early human has been 
unearthed in Ethiopia. 

 The skull, now named as MRD, was 
discovered not far from the younger Lucy 
— the ancient ancestor of modern 
humans — and shows that the two species 
may have coexisted for about 100,000 
years. 

More about the findings: 
 It belongs to the species 

Australopithecus anamensis. 
 Facial reconstructions show a hominid 

with cheekbones projected forward, a 
prominent jaw, a flat nose and a narrow 
forehead. 

 
 



 Hominid - any of a family (Hominidae) of 
erect bipedal (using only two legs for 
walking) primate mammals that includes 
recent humans together with extinct 
ancestral and related forms and in some 
recent classifications the great apes 
(orangutan, gorilla, chimpanzee, and 
bonobo). 

Other named specimens of various early 
human species 

o Toumai (of the species 
Sahelanthropus tchadensis) is 
around 7 million years old and is 
considered by some 
palaeontologists to be the first 
representative of the human 
lineage. It was discovered in Chad 
in 2001. 

o Ardi (for Ardipithecus ramidus, 
another species of hominid) was 
found in Ethiopia in 1994 and is 
believed to be around 4.5 million 
years old. 

o Lucy, the famous 
Australopithecus afarensis, was 
discovered in Ethiopia in 1974 
and is 3.2 million years old. 
Australopithecus afarensis is one 
of the longest-lived and most 
studied early human species. 

Significance of the findings: 
 The finding challenges a previously held 

belief about how humans evolved. 
 It was previously thought that A. 

anamensis was gradually turning into A. 
afarensis (Lucy) over time. But MRD 
reveals that the two species coexisted 
for about 100,000 years. 

 It also raised new questions like whether 
the species competed for space or food. 

 Until now, there was a big gap between 
the oldest human ancestors, which are 
about 6 million years old, and species like 
‘Lucy’, which are two to three million 
years old. But MRD links the 

morphological space between these two 
groups. 

 

8. National essential diagnostic 
list  
What is it? 
 It includes a group of general laboratory 

tests for routine patient care and for 
diagnosis of communicable and non- 
communicable diseases. 

 Certain tests have been put as desirable 
tests and should be included in regions or 
states with high disease burden of that 
disease. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Indian Council of Medical Research 

(ICMR) finalised India’s first National 
Essential Diagnostics List (NEDL) for 
strengthening diagnostic services in the 
country. 

Significance of NEDL: 
 With this, India has become the first 

country to compile such a list that would 
provide guidance to the government 
for deciding the kind of diagnostic 
tests that different healthcare facilities in 
villages and remote areas require. 

 NEDL has been developed for all levels of 
healthcare –village level, primary, 
secondary and tertiary care.  

 NEDL is based on WHO’s essential 
diagnostics list (EDL) in 2018.  

Regulatory norms: 
 In India, diagnostics (medical devices 
and in vitro diagnostics) follow a 
regulatory framework based on the drug 
regulations under the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Drugs and 
Cosmetics Rules 1945.  
 Diagnostics are regulated under the 
regulatory provisions of the Medical 
Device Rules, 2017 

 
  



REPORTS AND INDICES 
1. India’s tiger census 
Who prepares the report? 
 The report was prepared by the National 

Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) 
in collaboration with the Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII), an autonomous 
institution under the Ministry of 
Environment Forest and Climate change. 

Highlights of the report 
 India’s tiger population had risen from 

2,226 in 2014 to 2,967 in 2018- an 
increase 33% in four years.  

 This is by far the biggest increase in terms 
of both numbers and percentage since the 
four-yearly census using camera traps 
and the capture-mark-recapture 
method began in 2006. 

 While Pench Tiger Reserve in Madhya 
Pradesh recorded the highest number of 
tigers, Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve 
in Tamil Nadu registered the maximum 
improvement since 2014. 

 India has achieved the target of doubling 
the tiger population four years early 
ahead of 2022. 

How were the estimates reached? 
 The census was carried out in four 

phases.  
 Phases 1 and 2 covered forest beats by 

Forest Departments, to collect signs of 
tiger presence like scat and pugmarks. 
This was followed by sampling of plots 
along transects to assess habitat 
characteristics, human impact, and prey 
dung density. 

 In phase 3, the information was plotted 
on the forest map prepared with remote-
sensing and GIS applications. Sample 
areas were divided in 2-sq-km parcels, 
and trap cameras were laid in these grids. 

 In the last phase, data were extrapolated 
to areas where cameras could not be 
deployed. 

About NTCA: 
 National Tiger Conservation Authority is 

a statutory body under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

 It performs functions as provided in the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

What’s in the news? 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi released 

the four-year tiger census report, Status 
of Tigers in India, 2018.  

 

2. Composite Water Management 
Index 2.0 
About CWMI 
 NITI Aayog first launched and 

conceptualized the CWMI in 2018 as a tool 
to instill a sense of cooperative and 
competitive federalism among the states.  

 CWMI is an important tool to assess and 
improve the performance of States/Union 
Territories in efficient management of 
water resources.   

 This has been done through a water data 
collection exercise in partnership with 
Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of Rural 
Development and all the States/ Union 
Territories, that measured different 
dimensions of water management and use 
across the lifecycle of water.  

Highlights of CWMI 2.0 
 CWMI 2.0 ranks various states for the 

reference year 2017-18 as against the 
base year 2016-17. 

 Gujarat has retained its first position in 
the reference year (2017-18), followed by 
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Goa, 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.   

 In North Eastern and Himalayan States, 
Himachal Pradesh has been adjudged 
number 1 in 2017-18 followed by 
Uttarakhand, Tripura and Assam.  

 On an average, 80% of the states assessed 
on the Index over the last three years have 
improved their water management scores. 

What’s in the news? 
 The NITI Aayog has released the second 

round of Composite Water Management 
Index (CWMI 2.0). 
 

3. Report on GST system 
Key Findings: 



 Even after two years of GST rollout, a 
system- validated Input Tax Credit 
(ITC) through an invoice matching 
framework, has not been implemented. 

 Without invoice matching and auto-
generation of refunds, the envisaged 
GST tax compliance system is non-
functional. 

Invoice Matching: 
 Invoice matching is a concept wherein 

all the taxable supplies procured by a 
buyer and supplied by a seller are 
matched to check evasion.  

 The Government, through this concept, 
seeks to ensure the accurate transfer of 
ITC between the states and the parties 
in a transaction. 

Input Tax Credit: 
 ITC means when a manufacturer pays the 

tax on his output, he can deduct the tax he 
previously paid on the input he 
purchased. If the tax paid on inputs is 
higher than the tax on the output, the 
excess can be claimed as a refund. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Comptroller and Auditor General 

(CAG) has submitted its first ever audit 
of the Goods and Services Tax. 

4. Producer Price Index (PPI) 
About PPI 
 PPI measures the average change in the 

price of goods and services either as 
they leave the place of production, called 
output PPI or as they enter the production 
process, called input PPI. 

How it is different from WPI? 
 WPI captures the price changes at the 

point of bulk transactions and may 
include some taxes levied and distribution 
costs up to the stage of wholesale 
transactions.  

 PPI measures the average change in prices 
received by the producer and excludes 
indirect taxes. 

 WPI does not cover services and whereas 
PPI includes services. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Government is planning to introduce 

Producer Price Index (PPI) which would a 
better index than the wholesale price 
index (WPI) and will eventually replace 
WPI.  

 

  



POLITY  
1. National Register of Citizens  
Background: 
 The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is 

the register containing names of Indian 
citizens. 

 NRC was prepared first in 1951 after the 
conduct of the Census of 1951. 

 It is being updated and that too only in 
Assam.  

 Now, it is not linked to census but one has 
to link oneself to a family member whose 
name had appeared either in the NRC of 
1951, or to any of the state’s electoral 
rolls prepared till midnight of 24th 
march 1971. 

 If the applicant’s name is not on any of 
these lists, he can produce any of the 12 
other documents dated up to March 24, 
1971. 

Why 1971? 
The Assam Accord: 
 Popular movements between 1979 and 

1985 against undocumented immigrants 
in Assam led to the Assam Accord. 

 The Assam Accord (1985) was a 
Memorandum of Settlement (MoS) signed 
between representatives of the 
Government of India and the leaders of 
the Assam Movement in New Delhi on 15 
August 1985. 

 The Accord agreed that all those 
foreigners who had entered Assam 
between 1951 and 1961 were to be given 
full citizenship, including the right to vote. 

 Those who had done so after 1971 were 
to be deported; the entrants between 
1961 and 1971 were to be denied voting 
rights for ten years but would enjoy all 
other rights of citizenship. 

 However, the provisions in the Assam 
accord were not implemented for a long 
time. 

 Finally the Supreme Court, which is 
supervising the entire process, has set a 
hard deadline of July 31 for the final NRC. 
Deadline was extended to August 31st 
later. 

Current status: 
 19 lakh people who were excluded from 

the final draft. 
 Each excluded person has 120 days to file 

an appeal in Foreigners Tribunals. 
 The appellant then has the option of 

approaching the High Court and 
Supreme Court. 

Foreigners Tribunal: 
 The foreigners tribunals are quasi-judicial 

bodies, unique to Assam, to determine if a 
person staying illegally is a “foreigner” or 
not. 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has 
amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) 
Order, 1964, and has empowered 
district magistrates in all States and 
Union Territories to set up tribunals to 
decide whether a person staying illegally 
in India is a foreigner or not. 

 Earlier, the powers to constitute tribunals 
were vested only with the Centre. 

 

2. Article 370 
Background: 
 At the time of Independence, Jammu and 

Kashmir decided not to join both the 
dominions of India & Pakistan. Following 
the invasion of pathan tribes into 
Kashmir, the ruler of J&K signed the 
Instrument of Accession on October 26, 
1947 to join the dominion of India.  

 It led to Article 370 which grants special 
status to J&k. 

 Important provisions of Article 370 are: 
o It states that Article 1 and Article 

370 of the Indian Constitution 
shall apply to J&K.  

o Other provisions of the 
Constitution can be made 
applicable to J&K with such 
“modifications as the President 
may by order specify” with the 
concurrence of the J&K 
government.  

o Article 370(3) states that the 
President can issue a notification 



making the whole of Article 370 
inoperative if such a 
recommendation is made to the 
President by the Constituent 
Assembly of J&K.  

 It should be noted that the Constituent 
Assembly of J&K was dissolved in 1957. 

Article 35A: 
 Article 35A was incorporated into the 

Indian Constitution in 1954 by an 
Presidential Order issued under Article 
370 (1) (d) of the Constitution.  

 It empowered the State Legislature of J&K 
to define Permanent Residents of J&K and 
provide special rights and privileges with 
respect to matters of public employment 
and acquisition of immovable property in 
the State. 

What’s in the news? 
 The President of India promulgated the 

Constitution (Application to Jammu and 
Kashmir) Order, 2019, to abrogate the 
special status accorded to J&K under 
Article 370 of the Indian constitution. 

 A separate bill was passed in the 
parliament to bifurcate Jammu and 
Kashmir into two union territories- Union 
territory of J&K with a legislative 
assembly and Union territory of Ladakh 
without a legislative assembly. 

What happened now? 
 Article 367 deals with the interpretation 

of the Constitution. 
 The new Presidential Order inserts a new 

sub-clause (4) to Article 367 which states 
that the words “Constituent Assembly of 
J&K” in Article 370(3) must be read as 
“Legislative Assembly of the State”.  

 Applying this new interpretation of Article 
370, the President could have abrogated 
Article 370 upon a recommendation to 
this effect being made by the J&K 
Assembly.  

 But since J&K has no legislative assembly 
at the moment as it is under the 
President Rule, the power to recommend 
the President for revocation of Article 370 
fell upon the Parliament. 

 Accordingly, the recommendation to the 
President abrogate Article 370 and to 
apply all provisions of the Indian 
Constitution to J&K was issued by the 
Home Minister through his resolution.  

 Also, Article 35A, which originated from 
Article 370 stands null and void. 

 Finally, the Parliament, using its powers 
under Article 3, bifurcated J&K into two 
union territories- Union territory of J&K 
with a legislative assembly and Union 
territory of Ladakh without a legislative 
assembly. 

 The Supreme Court is currently 
scrutinizing the constitutional validity of 
the new presidential order. 

 
3. Delimitation 
What is delimitation? 
 Delimitation means the process of fixing 

limits or boundaries of territorial 
constituencies in a country or a province 
having a legislative body.  

 The main objective of delimitation is to 
provide equal representation to equal 
segments of a population. 

 In India, Delimitation is carried out by 
an independent Delimitation 
Commission. 

How is delimitation carried out? 
 Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts 

a Delimitation Act after every Census.  
 Once the Act is in force, the Union 

government sets up a Delimitation 
Commission which consists of               

o a retired Supreme Court judge 

o Chief Election Commissioner  
o respective State Election 

Commissioners 

Functions of the Commission: 
 To determine the number and 

boundaries of constituencies in a way 
that the population of all seats are the 
same.  

 Identifying seats reserved for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

Previous Commissions: 
 Delimitation Commissions have been set 



up four times — 1952, 1963, 1973 and 
2002.  

 The present delimitation of 
constituencies has been done on the 
basis of the 2001 census figures under 
the provisions of Delimitation Act, 2002. 
The Constitution of India was amended 
in 2002 not to have delimitation of 
constituencies till the first census after 
2026.  

More on Delimitation Commission: 
 The Commission works in collaboration 

with the Election Commission of India.  
 The orders of the Commission have the 

force of law and cannot be called in 
question before any court. 

 The copies of its orders are laid before 
the House of the People and the State 
Legislative Assembly concerned, but no 
modifications are permissible therein 
by them.  

Why in News? 
 The Election Commission held 

discussions on the delimitation of 
constituencies ahead of elections to the 
new Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

 Delimitation of J&K’s Lok Sabha seats is 
governed by the Indian Constitution, but 
delimitation of its Assembly seats (until 
special status was abrogated) was 
governed separately by the J&K 
Constitution.  

 As per the J&K Reorganisation Act, 
2019, delimitation of Lok Sabha and 
Assembly seats in J&K Union Territory 
will be as per the provisions of the 
Indian Constitution. 

 
4. Register of Indigenous 
Inhabitants of Nagaland  
What is it? 
 The RIIN will be the first official master 

list of Nagaland’s indigenous inhabitants, 
with December 1, 1963, as the cut-off date 
for inclusion of people in the register. 
(Nagaland was carved out of Assam as a 
State on December 1, 1963) 

 Its objective is to prevent people from 

acquiring fake indigenous inhabitants’ 
certificates. 

 Everyone figuring in RIIN will be issued a 
barcoded and numbered Indigenous 
Inhabitant Certificate (IIC). 

 No IIC will be issued after RIIN is finalised 
except to babies born to indigenous 
inhabitants of Nagaland. 

 The RIIN will also be integrated with the 
online system for Inner-Line Permit 
(ILP). 

What is this permit? 
 An Inner Line Permit is an official travel 

document required by Indian citizens to 
visit or stay in states and regions where it 
is applicable. The ILP was introduced by 
the British Government in the Bengal 
East Frontier Regulations, 1873. 

 Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and 
Nagaland (except the city of Dimapur) 
are currently under the ILP system. 

 Note: In December, 2019, the ILP regime 
was extended to Manipur by the Central 
Government. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Nagaland government is initiating an 

exercise to prepare a master list of all 
indigenous inhabitants of the State, called 
the Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of 
Nagaland (RIIN). 

 
  



 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1. Chittagong Hill Tract Accord 
What are Chittagong Hill Tracts? 
 The Chittagong Hill Tracts are an area 

located in the southeastern Bangladesh, 
bordering Myanmar. 

 Topographically, the Hill Tracts are the 
only extensively hilly area in 
Bangladesh. 

 
Chittagong Hill Tract Accord  
 The government of Bangladesh signed 

Chittagong Hill Tract Accord in 1997 
with Parbatya Chattogram Jana Sanghati 
Samity (PCJSS) representing Jumma 
indigenous people to end decades of 
armed conflict in the South Eastern 
region of the country. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was 
honoured with the UNESCO Peace 
Prize in 1998 for the accord. 

Why in News? 
 Indigenous people of Bangladesh are 

demanding quick implementation of the 
Chittagong Hill Tract Accord signed in 
1997. 

 

2. Hong Kong protests 
Reason for the protests 
 The trigger for the protests was a now-

suspended extradition bill, which would 
have allowed Hong Kong to detain and 

transfer people wanted in countries with 
which it has no formal extradition 
agreements, including the Chinese 
mainland.  

 Opponents of the bill cited the alleged use 
of torture, arbitrary detentions and forced 
confessions in China. 

 The protests have now turned into a 
movement for full democracy and 
autonomy from mainland China. 

Hong Kong and China relationship: 
 Hong Kong, a former British colony, was 

returned to the People's Republic of China 
in 1997 under a policy known as “one 
country, two systems,” which promised 
the territory a high degree of autonomy.  

 As a Special Administrative Region 
(SAR), Hong Kong allows freedoms not 
enjoyed in mainland China, including 
freedom to protest and an independent 
judiciary. 

 But that autonomy, guaranteed under a 
mini-constitution known as the Basic 
Law, expires in 2047. The joint signed 
declaration does not state what will 
happen in 2047 after that agreement 
officially ends. 

Location: 

 
 Located on the southeast coast of China, 

Hong Kong's strategic location on the 
Pearl River Delta and South China Sea 



has made it one of the world's most 
thriving and cosmopolitan cities. 

What’s in the news? 
 China sent fresh troops to Hong Kong to 

contain pro-democracy protests. 

 
3. Order of Zayed  
Why in News? 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi was 

honoured with the 'Order of Zayed', the 
UAE's highest civilian award, in 
recognition of his pivotal role in building 
the strategic relationship between the two 
countries.  

 The award is named after the founding 
father of the UAE. 

 Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan served 
as President of the UAE since the 
formation of the Federation in 1971 and 
as Ruler of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi since 
1966. 

About UAE 
 The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is a 

federation of seven states: Abu Dhabi, 
Dubai, Sharjah, Umm al-Qaiwain, Fujairah, 
Ajman and Ra’s al-Khaimah.  

 Four-fifths of the UAE is desert. 
 Each emirate is governed by a ruler; 

together, they jointly form the Federal 
Supreme Council. One of the rulers serves 
as the President of the UAE. 

 The UAE also has the distinction of 
hosting the largest number of Indian 
migrants at 3.31 million. 

 

4. India Bhutan  
What’s in the news? 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited 

Bhutan and the two countries signed 
Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) 
in the fields of space research, aviation, IT, 
power and education. 

 Mr. Modi inaugurated the 720 MW 
Mangdechhu hydroelectric power plant 
and also launched the RuPay Card in 
Bhutan to enhance the relationship in 
digital payments, and trade and tourism. 

 The leaders of the two countries 
discussed on increasing the currency 
swap limit for Bhutan under the SAARC 
currency swap framework. 

SAARC currency swap framework: 
 The framework enables SAARC nations 

(Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka) 
to provide a line of funding for short term 
foreign exchange requirements or to meet 
balance of payments crises of other 
member countries. 

 

5. FATF Asia-Pacific Group  
About Financial Action Task Force (FATF): 
 It is an intergovernmental organization 

that designs and promotes policies and 
standards to combat financial crime. 

 Recommendations of created by the FATF 
target 

o Money laundering 
o Terrorist financing 
o Other threats to the global 

financial system 
 The FATF has developed a series of 

Recommendations that are recognised as 
the international standard for combating 
of money laundering and the financing of 
terrorism and proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

 The FATF was created in 1989 by the G7 
countries, and is headquartered in Paris. 

 There are 39 members, including India 
and two regional organisations - 
European Commission and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council. 

Grey list FATF: 



 Member countries that have deficiencies 
in their anti-money laundering and 
counter terrorist financing (AML/CTF) 
regimes but they commit to an action 
plan to address these loopholes. 

 Now, 12 countries are on the grey list, 
including Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Syria and 
Yemen. 

Black list FATF: 
 Member countries that have deficiencies 

in their anti-money laundering and 
counter terrorist financing (AML/CTF) 
regimes and do not end up doing enough. 

 As of now there are only two countries in 
the blacklist — Iran and North Korea. 

 While greylist includes countries which 
are considered as safe havens for 
supporting terror funding and money 
laundering, blacklisting will mean severe 
strictures on the countries banks and 
credit rating, as well as access to loans 
and foreign investments. 

 Pakistan has been under the FATF’s 
scanner since 2018, when it was put on 
the greylist for terror financing and 
money laundering risks. 

Why in News? 
 The Asia Pacific Group (APG), one of the 

nine regional affiliates of FATF, has placed 
Pakistan in the “enhanced expedited 
follow-up list” (also known as the 
blacklist) for terror financing. 

 While the two processes are separate, 
the APG blacklisting would impair 
Pakistan’s chances at extricating itself 
from the FATF greylist. 

 

6. INF arms treaty 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces treaty: 
 Signed in 1987, the Intermediate-Range 

Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty required the 
United States and the Soviet Union to 
eliminate all of their nuclear and 
conventional ground-launched 
ballistic and cruise missiles with 
ranges of 500 to 5,500 kilometres. 

 As a result of the treaty, both countries 
destroyed a total of 2,692 short, 
medium, and intermediate-range 

missiles. 
Why in News? 
 The U.S. has announced its formal 

withdrawal from the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces treaty accusing 
Russia of breaching the terms of the 
deal. 

 The move has raised the threat of an 
arms race between the global 
superpowers. 

 
7. Developing country status 
‘Developing country’ status of 
WTO 
 Under the WTO system, countries are 

designated as developed, developing, and 
least developed countries (LDCs).  

 The LDC status of a country in the WTO is 
based on such status being recognised by 
the UN.  

 However, there are no WTO definitions of 
“developed” and “developing” countries. 
Members announce for themselves 
whether they are “developed” or 
“developing” countries.  

What does the ‘developing 
country’ status entail? 
 The WTO Agreements contain special 

provisions which give developing 
countries certain special rights. These 
provisions are referred to as “special and 
differential treatment” (S&D) 
provisions. The special provisions 
include:  
o longer time periods for implementing 

Agreements and commitments, 
o partial exemptions from the WTO’s 

rules for free and fair trade between 
countries, 

o measures to increase trading 
opportunities for developing countries, 

o provisions related to LDC Members. 
Why in News? 
 U.S. President Donald Trump has 

demanded that countries like India are 
no more ‘developing countries’ and thus 
should not enjoy the S&DT benefits. 

 India had countered the U.S.’s argument 



that it is still a poor country with 364 
million people living in multidimensional 
poverty and thus requires S&DT 

provisions. 
 

  



ART AND CULTURE 
1. GI tag  
What is a geographical indication?  
 A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used 

on products that have a specific 
geographical origin and possess qualities 
or a reputation that are due to that origin. In 
order to function as a GI, a sign must identify 
a product as originating in a given place.  

 It is used for agricultural, natural and 
manufactured goods. Darjeeling tea became 
the first GI tagged product in India. 

 The registration of GI is valid for 10 

years after which it needs to be 

renewed. 

Legislations: 
 In India, GI is given under the Geographical 

Indications of Goods (Registration and 
Protection) Act, 1999.  

 The Act is administered by the Controller 
General of Patents, Designs & 
TradeMarks, GI (CGPDTM-India) under 
the Department for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry. 

 India enacted its GI legislation to comply 
with India's obligations under the Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS) agreement. 

 GI registration gives to the registered 

proprietor and its authorized users, the 

legal right to the exclusive use of the GI 

and also the right to obtain relief in case of 

its infringement. 

Why in news? 
 Palani panchamirtham, given as 

‘prasadam’ at the Murugan temple, in 
Palani, Tamil Nadu, has been granted GI 
tag.  

 

2. Chardham highway project 
About Chardham project: 
 Chardham Yatra in Uttarakhand is 

pilgrimage to four destinations – 
Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath and 
Badrinath. All of these four sites are 
devoted to a specific deity.  

 Gangotri is dedicated to the Goddess 
Ganga, Yamunotri is dedicated to the 
Goddess Yamuna, Kedarnath is dedicated 
to Lord Shiva and is one of the 12 
jyotirlingas, and Badrinath is dedicated to 
Lord Vishnu. 

 Char Dham National Highway (NH) 
connectivity programme comprises 
projects of improvement/development of 
889 km length of NHs leading to four 
destinations of Chardham Yatra and part 
of route leading to Kailash Mansarovar 
yatra. 

Why in News? 
 The Supreme Court has cleared the 

Chardham highway project, which will 
connect four holy places of 
Uttarakhand through 900-km all-
weather roads. 

 

3. Iron Age site at Phupgaon 
What’s in the news? 
 The Archaeological Survey of India 

(ASI) has unearthed an iron age 
settlement in Maharashtra's 
Phupgaon (in Vidarbha district) 
which it has chronologically dated to 
between 7th and 4th century BCE. 

 As part of the findings, a bead 
manufacturing unit, iron equipment, 
pottery, hearths, storage bins and 
carbonised fruits and animal remains 
have been unearthed. 

Where is it located? 
 Phupgaon is located along the bank of 

River Purna, a major tributary of 
Tapi. 
 



 
Significance of the site 
 The excavation is significant as this is the 

first indication of any habitation in 
Western Vidarbha.  

 The finding from Phupgaon indicates its 
contemporaneity with other Iron Age 
settlements of Vidarbha like Naikund, 
Mahurjhari, Bhagimori and Thakalkat. 

 The settlement comes under the category 
of a small village with evidence of a small 
agro-pastoral community with evidence of 
craftsmanship in the form of beads of 
agate-carnelian, jasper, quartz and also 
the usage of other artefacts like 
hopscotch, wheel and barrel shaped 
beads.   

About ASI 
 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), 

under the Ministry of Culture, is the 
premier organization for the 
archaeological researches and protection 
of the cultural heritage of the nation.  

 Maintenance of ancient monuments and 
archaeological sites and remains of 
national importance is the prime concern 
of the ASI.  

 Besides it regulate all archaeological 
activities in the country as per the 
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 
1958. It also regulates Antiquities and Art 
Treasure Act, 1972.  
 

 

4. Aadi Mahotsav 
What is it? 
 Aadi Mahotsav (National Tribal Festival) 

is a joint initiative of Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs & Tribal Cooperative Marketing 
Development Federation of India 
(TRIFED), to celebrate, cherish and 
promote the spirit of tribal craft, culture, 
cuisine and commerce with the 
participation of over 160 tribal artisans 
and artists from different States. 

 It was celebrated recently in Leh-Ladakh. 
About TRIFED: 
 It is a national-level apex organization 

functioning under the administrative 
control of Ministry of Tribal Affairs and it 
came into existence in 1987.  

 TRIFED works with the main objective of 
promoting tribal art and craft for the 
benefit of tribal artisans of the country, 
under the scheme “Institutional Support 
for Development & Marketing of tribal 
products” of the Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs. 

 TRIFED is engaged in procurement and 
marketing of tribal art and craft items 
through its chain of 40 retail outlets called 
TRIBES INDIA which offers a range of 
tribal products. 

  
  



DEFENCE 
1. No first use doctrine 

India’s nuclear doctrine 
 India has adhered to a self-imposed 

commitment to ‘No First Use’ (NFU) of 
nuclear weapons on another country 
since conducting its second nuclear tests, 
Pokhran-II, in 1998. 

 In January 2003, India released its 
official nuclear doctrine. According to this 
doctrine, nuclear weapons will only be 
used in retaliation against a nuclear attack 
on Indian Territory or on Indian forces 
anywhere.  

 The doctrine also said: 
o Nuclear retaliatory attacks can 

only be authorised by the civilian 
political leadership through the 
Nuclear Command Authority.  

o India would not use nuclear 
weapons against non-nuclear 
weapon states. 

o India would continue to put strict 
controls on the export of nuclear 
and missile related materials and 
technologies. 

 This doctrine has been instrumental in 
fetching the status of responsible nuclear 
power to India. 

Why in News? 
 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said that 

while India has strictly adhered to the 
doctrine of ‘No First Use’ of nuclear 
weapons, what happens in the future 
depends on the circumstances.  

Nuclear Command Authority: 
• The Nuclear Command Authority 
comprises a Political Council and an Executive 
Council. While the Executive Council is 
chaired by the National Security Advisor 
(NSA), the Political Council is chaired by the 
Prime Minister. 

 

2. Project-75I 
About Project-75I:  
 It is a improved version of PROJECT 75 

for building Kalavari class submarine 
with change in qualitative requirements. 

 Under the project, the Navy envisages 
construction of six conventional (non-
nuclear) submarines with better 
technology. 
o Advanced detection system 
o Improved and optimized sensors 
o Air independant propulsion 

vehicle which allow this 
submarine to underwater for 
longer durations 

o It has VLS (Vertical Launch 
System) which enable ship to 
carry multiple Brahmos super 
sonic cruse missles 

o Reduced weight of vehicle 
 The procurement would be under the 

Strategic Partnership (SP) model. 
Kalavari class submarine: 
 The Kalvari class is based on the 

technology of Scorpene-class submarines. 
 Six Kalvari class submarines developed 

under the Project 75I are  
o INS Kalvari. 
o INS Khanderi 
o INS Kanraj 
o INS Vagir 
o INS Vagsheer 
o INS Vela 

 Scorpene class: The Scorpene-class 
submarines are a class of diesel-electric 
attack submarines jointly developed by 
the French Direction des Constructions 
Navales (DCN) and the Spanish company 
Navantia. It features diesel propulsion 
and an additional air-independent 
propulsion (AIP). 

 In India the submarine is being under 
Strategic partnership model by 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders for Indian 
Navy under technology transfer from 
DCN. The induction of all submarines is 
expected to be completed by 2020. 

PROJECT 75: 
 The P75 and P75I are part of a 30-year 

submarine building plan that ends in 
2030. 



 As part of this plan, India was to build 24 
submarines — 18 conventional 
submarines and six nuclear-powered 
submarines (SSNs) — as an effective 
deterrent against China and Pakistan. 

Strategic Partnership Model: 
 Ministry of Defence formulated the 

Strategic Partnership model under 
Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP-
2016), covering four specific areas to 
promote the role of the private sector in 
defense manufacturing. 

 The strategic partnership model seeks to 
identify a few Indian private companies as 
Strategic Partners who would initially tie 
up with a few shortlisted foreign Original 
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) to 
manufacture big-ticket military platforms.  

 In the initial phase, the selection of SPs 
would be confined to four segments: 
Fighter Aircraft, Helicopters, Submarines, 
and Armoured Fighting Vehicles 
(AFV)/Main Battle Tanks (MBT). In each 
segment, only one SP would generally be 
selected. 

Defence procurement Procedure(DPP-
2016): 
 The policy is intended to institutionalise a 

transparent, objective and functional 
mechanism to encourage broader 
participation of the private sector in the 
manufacture of defence platforms and 
equipment.   

Why in News? 

 Russia is likely to sign a contract with 
India to construct submarines under the 
Navy’s Project-75I. 

3. Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air 
Missiles (QRSAM) 
About QRSAM 
 QRSAM is developed by DRDO, with a 

strike range of 25 km to 30 km.  
 It uses solid-fuel propellant and has the 

capability of engaging multiple targets. 
 It is an all-weather and all terrain missile. 
 It can be used as an anti-sea skimmer 

from a ship against low flying attacking 
missiles. 

 Another important feature is the 
counter- measures against jamming by 
enemy aircraft. 

 
What’s in the news? 
 Defence Research Development 

Organisation (DRDO) successfully flight-
tested Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air 
Missiles (QRSAM) against live aerial 
targets from Integrated Test Range 
(ITR), Chandipur, Odisha. 

 


