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Stock up, don’t go out
daily, CM tells people
CHENNAI

Warning residents that the
government would strictly
implement the prohibitory
orders, CM Edappadi K.
Palaniswami advised them to
stock essential supplies for 
at least a week instead 
of stepping out daily.
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NEARBY

Eight hotspot clusters
sealed in Chennai
CHENNAI

The Chennai Corporation has
identi!ed eight hotspot
clusters in the city, where
multiple COVID-19 cases
have been reported. The
Corporation has sealed 
them and imposed strict
restrictions on the movement
of residents and traders. 
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Chief Secretary meets 
religious leaders 
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary 
K. Shanmugam on Friday
chaired meetings with heads
and representatives of
religious communities
at the Secretariat to explain
to them the magnitude of
COVID-19 and steps taken to
contain its spread. 
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The number of COVID-19
cases continued to rise in the
country with 336 new cases
reported in the past 24 hours
taking the total tally to 2,547,
while 18 more deaths were
reported, the Union Health
Ministry said on Friday.

India has registered 62
deaths due to COVID-19 so
far, while 162 patients have
been discharged. Nation-
wide, 66,000 samples have
been tested so far, which in-
cludes repeat tests on pa-
tients to con!rm health sta-
tus. 

“India, due to its early
measures, had been able to
keep its COVID-19 numbers
low but one incident has
caused our numbers to rise,
which highlights the need
for absolute compliance.
The 647 coronavirus cases
reported over the last two
days are linked to the reli-
gious gathering of the Islam-
ic sect Tablighi Jamaat in Del-
hi. These cases are spread
across 14 States. Some
deaths have also been linked
to this,” Joint Secretary at the
Union Health Ministry Lav
Agarwal said at the Minis-

try’s daily press brie!ng.
According to reports from

State Health Departments,
the total number of con-
!rmed cases nationwide was
2,947 with 2,655 active cas-
es. The death toll rose to 83. 

Maharashtra continued to
report the most cases at 417,
followed by Tamil Nadu and
Delhi where numbers have
spiked to 411 and 386 repec-
tively. Kerala reported 286
cases, while Telangana re-
ported 229 cases. 

Despite the rise in cases,
Mr. Agarwal said the revised
testing guideline is still un-

der consideration and would
be released by Saturday. He
added that the Ministry’s
newly launched app — Aaro-
gya Setu — had been down-
loaded by 30 lakh people.

Rapid antibody test
In an interim advisory, the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) recom-
mended the use of the rapid
antibody test in the coun-
try’s coronavirus hotspots.
The decision was taken at an
emergency meeting on
Thursday of the National
Task Force dealing with the

COVID-19 crisis. “Population
in hotspot areas may be test-
ed using rapid antibody test.
Antibody positives to be con-
!rmed by RT-PCR (reverse
transcription-PCR) using
throat/nasal swab, and anti-
body negatives to be quaran-
tined at home,” the ICMR ad-
visory said. 

The o"cial said the
Health Ministry was in touch
with the States to trace,
track, isolate and treat cases. 

Coronavirus toll touches 62;
revised testing norms likely
2,653 cases con!rmed across country, 647 of which are from Nizamuddin cluster 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

In the slow lane: Essential commodities being transported on a bullock cart in New Delhi on
Friday, amid the lockdown restrictions. * R.V. MOORTHY

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

MORE REPORTS " PAGES 5, 

6,9 , 10 &12

On the 10th day of the na-
tionwide lockdown imposed
due to the pandemic, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
asked the countrymen to de-
monstrate a collective will to
!ght coronavirus, a token
demonstration of which, he
said, would be to light can-
dles, lamps and hold mobile
phone torches for nine mi-
nutes from 9 p.m. on April 5. 

In an address to the na-
tion, he noted, “There is no
bigger force than our convic-
tion and resolve. There is
nothing we cannot achieve
with these forces.” 

Mr. Modi made it very
clear that the coronavirus
threat could only be combat-
ed with the full cooperation
of the people, and that the
collective strength was what
would take the country out
of what he termed “darkness
that engulfs us” in the form
of coronavirus. 

‘We are not alone’
The plight of the poor, with
the grinding halt of all eco-
nomic activity, was also fore-
most in the Prime Minister’s
speech. “We have to take our
poor brethren towards the
light and certainty. To defeat
this darkness, we have to
shine the light in every direc-
tion,” he said. 

Mr. Modi acknowledged
that being under a lockdown
could be a lonely experience
full of anxiety and assured
the people that “we, none of
us, are alone” and that the
“collective will of 1.3 billion
people of India was with us
in this time of crisis”.

As his earlier exhortation
to applaud essential services
workers during the Janata
Curfew of March 22 saw in-
stances of mass gatherings

in some parts of the country,
Mr. Modi made it a point to
say that nobody should re-
peat it. 

“Either stay at your doors,
on your balcony, etc., but
please do not cross the ‘Lax-
man Rekha’ of your home,”
he said. “Social distancing is
the only Ram Baan [wea-
pon] we have to combat co-
ronavirus.” 

PM: on Sunday, light lamps
for 9 minutes from 9 p.m.
He calls for demonstration of collective will to !ght virus

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has said that six per-
sons associated with the Ta-
blighi Jamaat who have been
accused of misbehaving
with women sta# at the dis-
trict hospital in Ghaziabad
will be charged under the
National Security Act (NSA).

Though the government
is yet to issue an o"cial
statement, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Awanish
Awasthi attributed the di-
rection to Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath.

“Ye na kanoon ko ma-
nenge, na vyavastha ko ma-
nenge, ye manavta ke dush-
man hai... [They don’t
follow the law or the system,
they are enemies of human-
ity],” Mr. Awasthi said in an

o"cial WhatsApp group qu-
oting Mr. Adityanath.

The police had !led an
FIR against the six persons
who attended the Tablighi
Jamaat’s congregation in
Delhi and were admitted to
the MMG District Hospital. 

Nurses there accused
them of inappropriate beha-
viour and complained to
Medical Superintendent Ra-
vinder Singh, who wrote to
the Uttar Pradesh police. 

Dr. Singh said the six
were using obscene lan-
guage and were making vul-
gar gestures at the sta#. His
letter said that some of them
were moving around in a
state of undress and were
demanding bidis and
cigarettes.

They used obscene language, gestures

Special correspondent

LUCKNOW/ ghaziabad

NSA to be !led against
6 for harassing nurses

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

Authorities in Uttar Pradesh
are struggling to contain pe-
ople inside the COVID-19
quarantine centres in rural
areas.

In many districts, mi-
grants who returned home
following the lockdown, and
consequent loss of jobs, and
were kept inside these
centres as per preventive
protocol have jumped qua-
rantine or found reasons to
leave the centres. 

2.5 lakh returnees 
The government estimates
that around 2 lakh-2.5 lakh
such migrants returned to
various districts of U.P. after
it operated bus services to
transport them back from
Delhi and nearby cities.

In Sultanpur district, 26
persons out of 115 in a qua-
rantine centre in Faridipur
village escaped from the se-
cond $oor on March 31
night. However, the Sultan-
pur police said all 26 were
soon traced and arrested.

Around 2 lakh workers had returned
Omar Rashid

LUCKNOW 

A quarantine facility in Uttar
Pradesh. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

U.P. villages tense as
many skip quarantine

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

With physical distancing
being underscored repeat-
edly to avoid the spread of
COVID-19, a sweet shop
owner at Rathinapuri in
Coimbatore city, has set up
a temporary stall outside
his closed shop, stocked
with loaves of bread but
with no shop attendant.
The customers can simply
pick up a loaf and leave %30
in a cash box placed
nearby.

With grocery shops be-
ing instructed to down their
shutters before 2 p.m. amid
the COVID-19 lockdown,
this initiative has garnered
a good response from the
residents, said A. Vignesh,
owner of Moondru Kam-
bam Nellai Muthu Vilas
Sweets and Bakes.

“We set up this stall last
Tuesday evening itself,” he
said, referring to March 24,
when prohibitory orders
under Section 144 of the
CrPC came into force across
Tamil Nadu at 6 p.m.

About 300 bread loaves
are left at the makeshift stall
daily. The stall is open

throughout the day. The
bread is baked in Mr. Vig-
nesh’s bakery behind the
sweet shop. 

“A simple meal would
cost %40. There are some
who cannot a#ord it. At
least they can have this
bread for one meal,” says
the 24-year-old. 

Stall set up by baker elicits good response from locals
R. Akileish

Coimbatore

Assured supply: A customer collecting bread from the
self-service counter of a shop in Coimbatore. * M. PERIASAMY

In Coimbatore, take your daily
bread & leave cash in the box!

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day ordered the Centre, Ker-
ala and Karnataka to confer
immediately and “formulate
parameters for passage of
patients for urgent medical
treatment at the interstate
border at Talapadi”.

The order by a Bench of
Justices L. Nageswara Rao
and Deepak Gupta came on
a series of petitions high-
lighting Karnataka’s block-
ade of the border. The block-
ade, the court was informed,
had resulted in deaths as
ambulances bound for Man-
galuru (in Karnataka) were
not being permitted to cross
the border.

The court listed the case
for hearing next on April 7.

The order came on peti-
tions to facilitate the free
movement of vehicles carry-

ing persons for urgent medi-
cal treatment across the bor-
der between Kerala and
Karnataka (Talapadi). 

The court, meanwhile, is-
sued formal notice on an ap-
peal !led by Karnataka
against the Kerala High
Court order of April 1 allow-
ing patients to cross the bor-
der for treatment.

Karnataka has argued that
the blockade was in the in-

terest of public health. The
situation regarding corona-
virus was “really dire”, it
said. Karnataka has warned
that opening the blockade
would cause a law and order
issue as the local population
wanted the border to remain
sealed.

Karnataka argued that
Kerala was the “worst-a#ect-
ed” State in the country with
nearly 194 coronavirus cas-
es. In this, Kasaragod, ad-
joining Karnataka, was the
“worst-a#ected” district of
Kerala with over a 100 posi-
tive cases.

The court separately con-
sidered a writ petition by Ka-
sargod MP Rajmohan Un-
nithan for an order to
forthwith open the border.
He said Karnataka’s block-
ade was “ill-planned and
dangerous” and had already
led to the loss of lives. 

SC calls for quick end to
Kerala-Karnataka border row
Patients seeking treatment in Mangaluru denied access 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court has
listed the case for April 7.

Hailing a hero: Colleagues cheer as nurse Reshma Mohandas leaves the Kottayam Medical College Hospital after being cured of
COVID-19 on Friday. She got infected while treating two elderly patients, who too have been discharged. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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A battle won

Opposition leaders
expressed disappointment
over Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s video
message asking citizens to
light lamps in their homes
on Sunday. Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor called him a
“showman and a photo-op
Prime Minister”, while

former Union Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram
questioned why the
government had not
announced a second
!nancial action plan. CPI
leader D. Raja said people
expected Mr. Modi to come
out with substantial
measures. " page 8

Disappointing, says Oppn.
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EDITORIAL " PAGE 6

Tamil Nadu witnessed
another surge in coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19) cases
on Friday. A total of 102 per-
sons tested positive for CO-
VID-19, of which 100 were
linked to the Tablighi Jamaat
conference held at Niza-
muddin in Delhi. 

With this, the COVID-19
count in the State stands at
411.

“Of the 411 COVID-19 cas-
es in T.N., 364 are connect-
ed to the Nizamuddin confe-
rence. A total of 1,103
persons who attended the
conference are already with
us. A few more have report-
ed. The number has
reached close to 1,200.
Apart from the 364 who
have tested positive, 303
have tested negative, and a
few samples are under pro-
cess,” Health Secretary Bee-
la Rajesh told reporters. 

Of the 100 patients, one —
a resident of Chennai — had
contact with persons who
attended the conference.

Thirty-two persons from
Chennai, 26 from Dindigul,
10 from Villupuram, six per-
sons from Tirunelveli, !ve
each from Nagapattinam
and Tiruvarur, four from
Thoothukoodi, three each
from Namakkal and Karur,
two from Salem and one
each from Kancheepuram,
Theni and Virudhunagar —
all conference participants
— tested positive and are in
isolation wards of hospitals. 

The remaining are resi-
dents of Chennai — one with
a travel history to the U.S.
and another with co-morbid
conditions. 

The health department is
looking into the contact and
travel history of the latter,
she said. 

102 more test positive for
virus; T.N. count hits 411
364 cases linked to Nizamuddin event
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI
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India is one of  the few countries in the world whose constitution allows for preventive 
detention during peacetime. Article 22 (3) says that the rights available to an arrested 
person will not be applicable in case of  preventive detention. 
 
The National Security Act (NSA) has its roots in the preventive detention laws. The 
first iteration of  these laws was framed during the British rule. However, post-
independence these laws were carried forward as the Preventive Detention Act of  
1950. This was replaced by the Maintenance of  Internal Security Act of  1971 and 
finally the National Security Act of  1980. 
 
Provisions of  the National Security Act 1980 
NSA empowers the Centre or a State government to detain a person so that he does 
not act in any manner prejudicial to national security. The person need not be 
charged during the period of  detention. 
An individual can be detained without a charge for up to 12 months. 
The detained person can be held for 10 days without being told the charges against 
him. 
Grounds of  Detention 
Acting in any manner prejudicial to the defence of  India, the relations of  India with 
foreign powers, or the security of  India. 
Regulating the continued presence of  any foreigner in India or to make 
arrangements for his expulsion from India. 
Preventing them from acting in any manner prejudicial to the security of  the State or 
from acting in any manner prejudicial to the maintenance of  public order or from 
acting in any manner prejudicial to the maintenance of  supplies and services 
essential to the community it is necessary so to do. 
Constitution of  Advisory Board 
The central or state government shall constitute one or more Advisory Boards. 
It consists of  three persons who are qualified to be appointed as Judges of  a High 
Court. 
The grounds of  detention must be placed before the Advisory Board within 3 weeks 
from the date of  detention. 
The detained person can appeal before the Advisory Board but they are not allowed 
a lawyer during the trial. 
If  the Advisory Board finds no sufficient cause for the detention, the government 
shall revoke the detention order and release the person. 
Protective Measures 
No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Central or State Governments, 
or any other person, for anything in good faith done or intended to be done in 
pursuance of  this Act. 

These tests, also known as serological 
tests, are blood-based tests that can be 
used to identify whether people have 
been exposed to a particular pathogen. 
These tests are commonly used to 
screen a person for an HIV infection; it 
can detect the HIV antibodies in the 
blood or oral fluid in under 30 minutes. 
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TAMIL NADU

Three out of 376 persons,
who were admitted to hospi-
tals for severe acute respira-
tory infection (SARI), have
tested positive for coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19) in Ta-
mil Nadu. This shows that
the State is still in Stage 2 of
COVID-19 transmission, ac-
cording to Health Secretary
Beela Rajesh.

“With more number of
positive cases being report-
ed, we lifted samples (throat
and nasal swabs and blood)
from 376 persons who had
SARI and tested them simul-
taneously. Only three of
them, who had contact with
COVID-19 patients, tested
positive. What this shows is

that we are still in Stage 2 and
community spread of CO-
VID-19 has not yet hap-
pened,” she told reporters
on Thursday.

This was why self-isolation
and physical distancing
should be adhered to, she
said. “We are insisting on
better care and isolation of
vulnerable groups such as el-
derly persons, immunocom-
promised persons, persons

with diabetes and
hypertension.”

Swift action
“What Tamil Nadu is doing
di!erently is that we do not
wait for clusters to happen to
carry out containment
plans. 

“As soon as a person tests
positive for COVID-19, our fo-
cus is on the containment
plan. 

“Several departments
come together to take up the
containment plan in full
swing,” she said

Dr. Rajesh said the con-

tainment plan was centered
around the patient’s resi-
dence and any of his/her
high-risk contacts. 

Till Thursday, 5,000 "eld
workers were involved and
nearly "ve lakh population
was covered under the con-
tainment plan.

She said while exclusive
COVID-19 hospitals were not-
i"ed in the government sec-
tor, some of the patients pre-
ferred private hospitals. “As
per the Chief Minister’s or-
der, we are notifying private
hospitals too,” she said.

According to details avail-

able in the bulletin issued by
the Directorate of Public
Health and Preventive Medi-
cine, Chennai, topped the
list in terms of number of
positive cases. 

Biggest spike
The city had 81 cases, with
the biggest spike so far being
on Friday (35 cases). Dindi-
gul climbed up the list with
43 cases followed by Tirunel-
veli with 36 cases and Erode
32 cases. 

A total of 3,684 samples
had been tested so far. Of
these, 484 samples were un-

der process. A total of 1,580
persons were admitted to
isolation wards of various
hospitals. The State has
23,689 beds in the isolation
facilities. 

A total of 5,080 persons
had completed the 28-day
quarantine period. 

A total of 86,342 persons
were under active home qua-
rantine and 105 in govern-
ment quarantine facilities. 

O#cials said it was impor-
tant to ensure that those un-
der home quarantine and
those who test positive were
not stigmatised. 

State still in Stage 2, says Health Secretary 
Beela Rajesh rules out community transmission as only 3 with severe respiratory infection test positive 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Twenty one hospitals, in-
cluding four in Chennai,
have been noti"ed as desig-
nated hospitals for treat-
ment of COVID-19 patients in
Tamil Nadu. Each of these
hospitals will cover patients
from earmarked districts.

The Health and Family
Welfare Department on
Thursday issued a govern-
ment order designating hos-
pitals in 18 districts as “ex-
clusive COVID-19 hospitals”. 

Thirty seven districts in
the State should have their
own exclusive isolation
room for admission and
treating in$uenza-like illness
and severe acute respiratory
syndrome patients. 

Each district should have
one exclusive quarantine fa-
cility, inside the health
facility.

In Chennai, the Rajiv
Gandhi Government Gener-
al Hospital, the Government
Stanley Medical College Hos-
pital, the Government Kil-
pauk Medical College Hospi-

tal and Block B of the
Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital, Omandurar
Estate, are the designated
hospitals for Chennai, Tiru-
vallur, Kancheepuram and
Chengalpattu districts. 

The Government Vellore
Medical College Hospital will
cover Vellore, Ranipet and
Tirupattur districts. The Go-
vernment Mohan Kumara-
mangalam Medical College
Hospital for Salem, the Go-
vernment Erode Medical
College Hospital in Perun-
thurai will cover Erode dis-
trict. 

The ESI Hospital will cov-
er Coimbatore, Tiruppur
and Nilgiris while the Go-
vernment Medical College
Hospital in Villupuram will
cover Villupuram and Kalla-
kurichi districts. 

The Government Tiruvan-
namalai Medical College
Hospital has also been desig-
nated while those in Dhar-

mapuri and Krishnagiri can
go to the Government Dhar-
mapuri Medical College Hos-
pital. 

Government Karur Medi-
cal College Hospital will cov-
er patients from Karur, Din-
digul, Namakkal while Raja
Muthiah Medical College,
Chidambaram, will cover
Cuddalore. Mahatma Gand-
hi Memorial Government
Hospital in Tiruchi will cover
Ariyalur, Perambalur, Tiru-
chi and Pudukottai districts.

The other hospitals and
the districts that the institu-
tions will cover are — the Go-
vernment Thanjavur Medi-
cal College Hospital
(Thanjavur), the Govern-
ment Tiruvarur Medical Col-
lege Hospital (Tiruvarur and
Nagapattinam), the Govern-
ment Sivaganga Medical Col-
lege Hospital (Sivangaga and
Ramanathapuram), the Go-
vernment Madurai Medical
College Hospital (Madurai
and Virudhunagar), the Go-
vernment Theni Medical
College Hospital (Theni), the
Government Tirunelveli
Medical College Hospital
(Tuticorin, Tirunelveli and
Tenkasi) and the Govern-
ment Kanniyakumari Medi-
cal College Hospital (Kanni-
yakumari).

Four of the
facilities are 
in Chennai 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Visitors at the isolation ward
of the RGGGH in Chennai.

* B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Govt. designates 21 hospitals
for treatment of COVID-19 

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Friday
urged people not to step out
of their homes to shop daily
for essential supplies. In-
stead, they should stock sup-
plies at least for a week dur-
ing the lockdown. 

Mr. Palaniswami said the
government would strictly
implement the prohibitory
orders since many were not
taking them seriously.

After visiting three camps
for migrant workers, he told
journalists, “People should
follow the instructions in the
right manner. They should
not go out to shop for essen-
tial supplies daily. They
could shop for vegetables
and provisions for a week.”

Some have not realised
the seriousness of the pan-
demic. “Some are out on
two-wheelers and many are
coming in cars too,” he said
and added that about
45,000 cases had been regis-
tered for violating prohibito-
ry orders and 50,397 per-
sons were arrested and
released on bail. About
37,000 vehicles had been
impounded and 92 cases
were booked for spreading
rumours and 95 persons ar-
rested in that regard.

He warned that if people
did not listen, then “law will
do its duty.” The prohibitory
orders were issued in peo-
ple’s interest.

“Every family is impor-

tant to the government and it
is the government’s respon-
sibility to ensure their safety.
The people should cooper-
ate by staying at home,” Mr.
Palaniswami appealed.

Asked if the lockdown
would be extended, he said:
“The Centre has announced
it until April 14. Wait and
see.”

On the price rise in some
places, he said though lor-
ries with essential supplies
were allowed to operate, not
many were operating. The
government had been taking
steps to tackle this and ac-
tion taken against those sell-
ing commodities at higher
prices. 

No salary cut
He replied in the negative

when asked if the salary of
government employees
would be cut like in a few
other States.

The Chief Minister visited
camps in Raja Annamalaipu-
ram, Velachery and Peria-
met, where migrant workers
had been provided shelter,
food and relief material.
Workers from Assam, West
Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha,
Uttar Pradesh and so on
were in the camps. 

About 1.18 lakh workers
from other States were work-
ing in Tamil Nadu. Municipal
Administration Minister S.P.
Velumani, Fisheries Minister
D. Jayakumar, Commissioner
of Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion G. Prakash, and Chennai
District Collector R. Seetha-
lakshmi accompanied him. 

Avoid shopping daily, CM urges people 
Strict action against those defying prohibitory orders, says Palaniswami 

Keeping morale high: Chief Minister Edappadi 
K. Palaniswami serving food in Chennai on Friday. * PTI

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

In a bid to ensure that pri-
soners already lodged in pri-
sons across the State do not
contract SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion from fresh inmates, the
Prison Department has noti-
"ed district jails, sub-jails
and Borstal schools in 37 ci-
ties/districts to accommo-
date new comers. 

Director-General of Police
(Prisons) Sunil Kumar Singh
said that the move was to
prevent the spread of CO-
VID-19 from any newcomer
to the existing prisoners. 

The newly earmarked
prisons were cleaned and
disinfected to house the
new comers, the Director-
General of Police (Prisons)
said. 

Adequate sta! strength
was provided in jails noti-
"ed for fresh inmates re-
manded in judicial custody. 

“As a precautionary step,
the newcomers will be sub-

jected to medical screening
and anybody with symp-
toms of cough, cold, sneez-
ing, breathlessness, sore
throat and fever will be re-
ferred to the nearest govern-
ment hospital,” Mr. Singh
said in a release. 

Procedure st andardised
Although the Standard Op-
erating Procedure in prisons
is that all newcomers are
isolated for 14 days in qua-

rantine blocks, irrespective
of whether they have any
symptoms or not, the deci-
sion to notify separate jails
was to prevent the possibili-
ty of asymptomatic infected
persons mingling with a
larger crowd, sources in the
prison department said. 

The occupation of the 135
prisons in the State was
11,985, which is 51.23 per
cent of the total capacity.
About 4,000 inmates in-
volved in petty o!ences
were released on bail, in-
cluding personal bond, in
the last ten days, the sources
added. 

Separate jails for fresh inmates
Newly earmarked prisons have been sanitised, sta! posted 

S. Vijay Kumar
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Sunil Kumar Singh

<> Newcomers will be
subjected to
medical screening
and anybody with
symptoms will be
referred to the
nearest
government
hospital

Chief Secretary K. Shanmu-
gam on Friday chaired meet-
ings with heads and repre-
sentatives of religious
communities in the Secreta-
riat to explain to them the
magnitude of COVID-19 and
the need to contain it. 

Leaders and representa-
tives from various denomi-
nations of Hindu, Muslim,
Christian, Sikh and Jain com-
munities took part in three
separate meetings in which
senior government o#cials
and police o#cers partici-
pated. “The meetings were
held primarily to seek coop-

eration from them and to ex-
plain the magnitude of the
situation ,” an o#cial said.

Prince of Arcot Nawab
Mohammed Abdul Ali, one
of the participants, praised
the e!orts of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief Mi-
nister Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami. “Even so many years
ago, the authentic sayings of
Holy Prophet Muhammad

tells us that during epidem-
ics such as plague and oth-
ers, travel is banned and one
should con"ne himself with-
in the house. I told my Mus-
lim brothers that we should
support the government in
its e!orts,” Mr. Ali said.

Fr. Patrick Paul, secretary
to Archbishop of Madras-My-
lapore Most Rev. Dr. George
Antonysamy, said: “The go-

vernment explained the se-
riousness of the pandemic
and steps we could take.”

Home Secretary S.K. Pra-
bakar, Revenue Secretary
Atulya Misra, Director-Gen-
eral of Police J.K. Tripathy,
Health Secretary Beela Ra-
jesh and Chennai Police
Commissioner A.K. Viswa-
nathan were present. 

‘Ensure transparency’
Manithaneya Makkal Katchi
founder M.H. Jawahirullah
on Friday said the State go-
vernment must be transpa-
rent in testing for COVID-19
Muslims who attended the
Tablighi Jamaat conference
in New Delhi. In a statement,
he said names of the patients
were released in a few dis-
tricts and urged the govern-
ment to clamp down on
those spreading rumours
and hate. 

Govt. reaches out to community leaders 
O"cials drive
home the scale of
the COVID-19
pandemic 

Ominous warning: The signboard at a barricade at Villivakkam
delivers the message e!ectively. * K. PICHUMANI

Dennis S. Jesudasan

CHENNAI 

With Holy Week and Easter
round the corner, churches
in Tiruchi are making special
arrangements to make use of
technology to reach out to
the faithful in view of the
prohibitory orders in force.
Many churches are looking
to stream sermons online,
especially for Good Friday
and Easter Sunday. 

At St. Mary's Cathedral in
Melapudur, it has been an
unusual season of Lent. The
40 days prior to Easter, near-
ly 5,000 devotees gather at
the church every evening to
pray while keeping a Lenten
fast. This year, however,
they have been asked to fol-
low the mass proceedings on
television, says Fr. T. Sagaya-
raj, parish priest at the cath-
edral. 

The church is mulling live
streaming mass for the Holy
Week, beginning with Palm
Sunday on April 5, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday

which will culminate with
the Easter Sunday mass. 

“It has been di#cult to
convince the devotees to
stay at home. They are not
satis"ed with watching the
masses on television too. For
their satisfaction, we will be
live-streaming it on our web-
site and on Facebook,” he
said. 

At the church, three
priests, including the parish
priest have been conducting
the regular mass proceed-
ings through Lent in the ab-
sence of church members. 

At the Infant Jesus
Church, Edamalaipattipu-
dur, Fr. Irudhaya Raj encour-
ages his parishioners to read
prayers and Bible verses.
“Through the Bishop of the
Tiruchi Diocese, all church-
es have been given booklets
for people to read and pray
at home. We are a little old-
fashioned here,” he laughed. 

At St. John's Church, the
masses are recorded and
shared by pastor Rev. S. Sud-
harshan and his assistant
from the beginning of Lent
season. 

Live streaming of mass for the Holy Week planned 

Kathelene Antony

TIRUCHI

Praying in solitude: A priest conducts mass at St. Mary’s
Cathedral without members, in Tiruchi on Friday. * M. MOORTHY

Churches embrace technology 

The State government has
decided to distribute the
%1,000 cash aid to rice
family cardholders at their
doorsteps when the tokens
are given to them to
collect rations, Chief
Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami said on
Friday.

Mr. Palaniswami told
journalists in Chennai that
since there was a
possibility of crowding at
the time of collecting
"nancial assistance at
ration shops, the money
component would be
distributed while the
tokens were given. As for
those who were not in a
position to collect the
assistance, they could do
so till the end of this
month.

In another decision, he
said since journalists were
involved in spreading
awareness about COVID-19
and highlighting the
government’s actions, a
special assistance of
%3,000 each would be
distributed to accredited
journalists. 

Ration
cardholders 
to get dole at
doorstep
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The State Appropriate Auth-
ority, Clinical Establish-
ments Act and Director of
Medical and Rural Health
Services has cautioned priv-
ate establishments that pro-
vide maternal and child
healthcare, and treatment
for chronic illnesses against
closing down their establish-
ments and o!er medical ser-
vices for their regular
patients.

In a letter to all private

clinical establishments in
the State, the authority has
said that in view of CO-
VID-19, these health facilities
should provide essential ser-
vices — maternal and child
health services on follow-up,
and services to those with
chronic illnesses such as
maintenance dialysis, che-
motherapy and other neuro-
logical supportive care.

“It has been brought to
the notice of the State Ap-
propriate Authority about
the denial of the above ser-

vices which is unethical and
against the Medical Council
of India rules. Hence, it is
reiterated that establish-
ments providing such servic-
es should not close down,
and should o!er medical
services for their regular
clients,” the letter said. 

The authority said that
any deviation will attract
suspension or cancellation
of registration of the erring
establishments under the
provisions of Clinical Esta-
blishments Act. 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Private clinics warned 

Health Minister C. Vijaya-
baskar said that a majority
of persons who had attend-
ed the Nizamuddin confe-
rence and had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 in the last
three days were asympto-
matic. “We checked with
the neighbouring States
that have reported positive
cases among those who
had travelled to Nizamud-
din. It seems that at least
40% of the persons who
tested positive across the
country are asymptomatic.
Nevertheless, we will have
to study this,” he said.

“We are planning to stu-
dy the virus strain. We
need to understand if im-
munity levels play a role,
and look at the virulence of
the virus.” The condition of
all patients, including the
10-month-old baby and 73-
year-old woman who had
tested positive earlier, was
stable, he added. 

102 more test
positive 

FROM PAGE ONE 

All persons, who arrived in
India after February 15 and
were in government/go-
vernment-arranged qua-
rantine facilities, will be
“released” “after the expi-
ry of their speci"ed man-
datory quarantine period
and being tested COVID-19
negative.” A G.O. was is-
sued to this e!ect on Fri-
day. 

An earlier G.O. of March
25 had not speci"ed when
these people, who were in
government/government-
arranged quarantine facili-
ties, would be “released”
(lifting of quarantine).

Chief Secretary K. Shan-
mugam, in his order,
amended the earlier G.O.
to exempt transit arrange-
ments of foreign nationals
in India from the
lockdown.

According to the Stan-
dard Operating Procedure
now, persons who re-
turned from abroad after
February 15 would be ‘re-
leased’ from the quaran-
tine facilities after testing
for COVID-19 as per stan-
dard health protocol. Ho-
wever, “this will not apply
to a group, where even one
person tests positive for
COVID-19.”

In view of a number of
foreign nationals being
stranded in di!erent parts
of the country due to lock-
down, some foreign coun-
tries had approached the
Centre to arrange for the
evacuation of their citi-
zens. 

Relief for
those who
returned from
foreign trips 
Dennis S. Jesudasan

CHENNAI 
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SATURDAY, APR. 04

RISE 06:03 SET 18:21

RISE 14:46 SET 02:53

SUNDAY, APR. 05

RISE 06:03 SET 18:21

RISE 15:47 SET 03:46

MONDAY, APR. 06

RISE 06:02 SET 18:21

RISE 16:47 SET 04:35

The Chennai Corporation
has identi!ed eight hotspot
clusters in the city where
multiple COVID-19 cases
have been reported, and im-
posed strict restrictions on
the movement of residents
and traders in these areas.

On Friday, the clusters
were sealed by authorities
and barricades placed at va-
rious entry points to prevent
movement of vehicles. Un-
iformed police personnel be-
gan guarding vantage points
to ensure that residents did
not venture out of their
houses, even for buying es-
sential commodities. 

The Corporation has de-
ployed 25 to 30 people in
each cluster to identify
symptomatic cases. “Once
the symptomatic cases are
identi!ed, the doctors will
come in. The person will be

given an option to go to a
private hospital. If not, the
doctors will make arrange-
ments for an ambulance to
take them to government
hospitals. Baseline data in
hotspot clusters have been
generated and more than
150 persons with symptoms
have been admitted to hospi-
tals,” said an o"cial. 

According to the govern-
ment’s medical bulletin, 78

cases have been reported in
Chennai Corporation limits
till now. Many of the new
positive cases reported in
the clusters had attended the
Nizamuddin event held re-
cently, the police said. 

In a cluster where !ve cas-
es were reported, a police of-
!cer said, “The entire area is
under quarantine. We follow
standard protocols. It is
more vulnerable, as the area

is densely populated.” 
Each hotspot cluster will

have more than 50,000 resi-
dents. Some clusters have a
signi!cantly higher number
of residents. Government
agencies, however, are yet to
make arrangements for sup-
ply of essentials in the clus-
ters, o"cials said. Residents
have requested o"cials to
make arrangements for the
supply of essentials.

Virus alert: eight clusters identi!ed, access points sealed 
25-30 people
deployed in each
cluster to check
symptomatic cases

Aloysius Xavier Lopez 

R. Sivaraman

CHENNAI

No entry: On Friday, the clusters were sealed by authorities and barricades placed at entry
points to prevent movement of vehicles. * S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

The police have deployed
drones !tted with public
addres systems, advising pe-
ople not to venture out from
their houses. 

In the past, the police
have used drones for patroll-
ing, surveillance of rallies
and meetings, among oth-
ers. 

Now the drones have
come in handy to enforce
curfew in lanes and bylanes,
in various parts of the city.

For surveillance
Additional Commissioner of
Police, South, Prem Anand
Sinha and Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police G. Dharama-
rajan, with assistance of a
few technicians, deployed
the drones !tted with public
address systems. 

On Friday, the drones
were used in Pudupet, Che-
pauk, Egmore, Chintadripet

and other areas. 
“The drones have come in

handy, especially in surveil-
lance. Since it is a #ying ob-
ject with the public address
system, it attracts people
and makes them listen and
obey curfew orders. Be-
sides, we are also using au-
tos !tted public address sys-
tems,” said an o"cer. 

Drones are handy tools to
spot people wandering on
narrow lanes and warn such
persons to stay indoors, the
o"cer said. 

Despite a curfew being in
place, people were spotted
on streets for frivolous rea-
sons. The city police booked
399 cases from Thursday
night till Friday morning. 

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI 

On Friday, the drones were used in Pudupet, Chepauk,
Egmore and Chintadripet, among other areas. * PTI

Drones put to novel use: help
enforce lockdown in bylanes 

Every day, a vehicle arrives
at Kilpauk Water Works, not
to fetch water, but to deliver
homemade, piping hot food
to workers at the public util-
ity. 

A family in Kilpauk has
been preparing breakfast
and lunch for nearly 300
workers of Metrowater and
Chennai Corporation, in the
locality, since the beginning
of the lockdown.

The workers, including
lorry drivers, at Kilpauk Wa-
ter Works and zone 8, have
been struggling to !nd food,
as eateries are shut by the
time they !nish work, late in
the afternoon. 

A Metrowater o"cial in
zone 8 said: “Several lorry
drivers are from other parts
of the State, including Tiru-
chi and Madurai, and de-
pend on eateries.”

The household of Ashok
Parmar, a resident of Raja-
rathinam Street, gets busy at
the break of dawn, and in
four hours, breakfast and
lunch is cooked, and is ready
to be transported. Mr. Par-
mar’s family was involved in
voluntary e$orts during the
2015 #oods as well. 

“We serve lunch consist-
ing a variety rice, with a side
dish, to Metrowater work-

ers, and breakfast and lunch
to Corporation workers. We
check the number of people
who need food the previous
day and they collect it from
us,” said Mr. Parmar. 

“It is our contribution for
workers who are providing
essential services during the
crisis,” he said. Such volun-
tary e$orts motivate work-
ers to continue their work, a
Metrowater o"cial said. 

Nearly 300 Metrowater, Corpn. workers are fed every day

K. Lakshmi 

CHENNAI

The workers have been struggling to !nd food, as eateries are
shut by the time they !nish work. * K. PICHUMANI

Family provides food for workers

Now, a robot delivers food,
water and medication to
patients admitted to the
COVID-19 ward of the Go-
vernment Stanley Medical
College Hospital.

The hospital has intro-
duced the “robot nurse” to
reduce the number of
times a healthcare provid-
er, especially a sta$ nurse,
interacts with a COVID-19
patient, according to hospi-
tal authorities. 

The robot was put on
trial for a few days at the
hospital, and a sta$ nurse,
who was posted at the
ward, was trained in oper-
ating the robot, Health Mi-
nister C. Vijayabaskar said.

Protecting workers
The Minister, who inspect-
ed the upcoming 500-bed
COVID-19 facility at the hos-
pital on Friday, said: “The
robot will help avoid ove-
rexposure for sta$ nurses.
They can operate it and
send food, water bottles
and medicines for the pa-
tients in the COVID-19
ward.” 

It is important to protect
healthcare providers from

infections, he added. 
P. Balaji, dean of the hos-

pital, said that they had de-
ployed the robot so that the
contact of a nurse with a
patient is restricted. “It has
a two-way camera too. We
can also send books for pa-
tients using the robot. Our
sta$ need not walk into the
ward frequently and this
will also reduce apprehen-
sions among them,” he
said. 

Dr. Vijayabaskar added
that the hospital was in the
process of setting up a CO-
VID-19 facility with 500
beds and 100 ventilators.

Device will help avoid overexposure 

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI 

The Health Minister
inspecting the upcoming
500-bed COVID-19 facility
at Stanley hospital.

At Stanley, robot takes
on nursing duties

The Chennai Corporation
has announced that meat
shops will remain closed on
Monday, on account of Ma-
havir Jayanthi. 

In a press release, the Cor-
poration warned meat shop
owners that their licences

would be cancelled if they
violate physical distancing
norms. 

On Friday, civic o"cials
were planning to close all
2,800 meat shops for 10
days to prevent crowding at
such shops. Later, the deci-
sion was shelved by senior
o"cials. 

According to Corporation
o"cials, most meat shops
are crowded, increasing the
risk of COVID-19. On Thurs-
day, just 130 animals were
slaughtered for meat in Cor-
poration facilities. Usually,
the number of sheep and
goats slaughtered in the city
is around 2,000, every day. 

Meat shops to remain shut on Monday 
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

To prevent crowding at ATMs
in St. Thomas Mount police
district and to help families
of police personnel and resi-
dents withdraw money with-
out hassle, the police have
tied up with the State Bank of
India to operate a solar-po-
wered mobile ATM.

There are 15 police sta-
tions in the St. Thomas
Mount police district and
there are hundreds of police-
men living in the police quar-
ters in the jurisdiction. Be-

sides, there are thousands of
apartment complexes. 

K. Prabakar, Deputy Com-
missioner, St. Thomas
Mount, spoke to the State
Bank of India, Guindy, and
arranged for the solar-po-
wered mobile ATM.

“It will go to apartment
complexes and police quar-
ters, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
every day, till April 15. The
machine and the van are dis-
infected frequently and peo-
ple are made to use hand
sanitisers before entering the
vehicle,” the Deputy Com-

missioner said. 
People are made to follow

physical distancing norms
while entering the vehicle to
withdraw money. “Now we
can withdraw money at our
doorsteps,” said I. Senthil
Kumar, who works in the St.
Thomas Mount Deputy Com-
missioner’s o"ce.

D. Kesvan, head consta-
ble, Tambaram police sta-
tion, said such ATMs were
helpful. “We no longer have
to enter ATMs that are
crowded at the beginning of
the month,” he said. 

Mobile ATM makes withdrawals easy
Vivek Narayanan

CHENNAI

Customers may continue
booking shipments of essen-
tial and life-saving items at
post o"ces. 

All head post o"ces and
select sub post o"ces and
branch post o"ces in rural
areas of the State have been
kept open during the
lockdown.

Arrangements have been
made to transport the
booked consignments to the
destinations. 

Book essentials
at post o"ces
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI 

Customs has waived late
fee for consignments that
arrived on or after March
20, owing to the COVID-19
outbreak, according to a
press release. Container
freight stations too have
waived storage charges.

Customs
waives late fee 
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI
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Case against legislator 
PUDUCHERRY 

The Mahe police on Thursday
registered a case against
independent legislator V.
Ramachandran for violating
the 21-day lockdown
stipulations. Senior
Superintendent of Police
(Law and Order) Rahul Alwal
told The Hindu on Friday that
the MLA used his own vehicle
to distribute essential
commodities at the doorstep
of people. Police had
registered cases against
Congress legislator A. John
Kumar and nominated
legislator belonging to BJP V.
Saminathan on same charges.

IN BRIEF

MP donates !1 crore
PUDUCHERRY

Member of Parliament (Rajya
Sabha) N. Gokulakrishnan has
donated !1 crore from the
Members of Parliament Local
Area Development Scheme
fund to the territorial
administration to procure 8
ICU ventilators and an
ambulance. The MP said while
the ventilators would be for
the government hospitals in
Puducherry and Karaikal, the
ambulance would be given to
Karaikal GH.

Mobile ATM deployed
VELLORE

Coming to the rescue of its
customers, State Bank of
India set up a mobile ATM
near the Collector’s office on
Friday. It was also taken
around various parts of the
Vellore city. Arrangements
have been made to provide
sanitisers to people and only
then they will be allowed to
use the ATM machine.

CII forms task force 
PUDUCHERRY

The Confederation of the
Indian Industry (CII)
Puducherry has formed a
State-level COVID-19
taskforce as part of its efforts
to work closely with the
government to contain the
spread of coronavirus.
The taskforce, led by M.
Sankaranarayanan, CII
Puducherry chairman, will
coordinate with various
departments and facilitate
movement of essential items.

Rush at ration shops 
VELLORE

Ration shops in rural pockets
of Tirupattur district
witnessed large crowds as
tokens for government aid
were distributed on
Wednesday. Residents who
got tokens did not adhere to
maintaining the stipulated
distance between recipients.
In a fair price shop in
Periangkuppam in Ambur
more than 75 people had
gathered in front of the shop
at 6 a.m. 
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The Madras High Court on
Friday directed the State go-
vernment not to insist upon
the presence of migrant la-
bourers and others who do
not possess ration cards at
the Collectorates concerned
to obtain 15 kg of rice, one kg
of dal and one kg of edible oil
o!ered to mitigate the hard-
ship caused by the nation-
wide lockdown to "ght
COVID-19.

A Division Bench of Justic-
es Vineet Kothari and R. Su-
resh Kumar feared that ask-
ing people without ration
cards to approach the juris-
dictional Collectorates might
defeat the object of main-
taining physical distancing.
Hence, they ordered that the
essential commodities be
supplied to such people too
in the nearest ration shop it-

self. In order to keep a check
over any irregularities in
supplying the commodities,
the ration shops must be or-
dered to submit the details
of daily transactions to the
Collectorate, they added. 

‘Communicate orders’ 

The judges also requested
Additional Advocate General
P.H. Arvindh Pandian to
communicate the orders

passed by them to the Chief
Secretary forthwith.

The directions were is-
sued on a public interest liti-
gation petition "led by P. Ar-
ularasu, who wanted
essential commodities to be
supplied even to those with-
out ration cards. He said
Aadhaar or driving licence
should be permitted as alter-
native identity proof. Howev-
er, the AAG told the court
that even those without ra-
tion cards could avail the be-
ne"ts at the Collectorates.

Passing interim orders in
yet another PIL petition "led
by advocate G. Rajesh, the
Bench directed o#cials to
ensure that physical distanc-
ing was maintained at ration
shops when bene"ciaries
queue up.

Technical committee 

The Bench further directed a

technical committee led by
the Health Secretary to con-
sider a representation made
by a litigant, P.A. Joseph of
Chennai, to suggest ‘Kabasu-
ra Kashayam’, a Siddha me-
dication, to boost immunity
against COVID-19.

Though the litigant sought
a positive direction to the go-
vernment to prescribe it as a
preventive medicine and al-
so as a medication for treat-
ing COVID-19 patients, the
judges left it to the discretion
of the committee to take a
call.

They recalled having
passed similar orders early
this week on a public inter-
est litigation petition, which
sought a direction to the go-
vernment to consider pro-
viding alternative medica-
tion such as Siddha, Unani
and homeopathy to treat CO-
VID-19.

Govt. told to provide rice, dal to
non-cardholders at ration shops
HC wants physical distancing maintained when bene!ciaries stand in queue 

Legal Correspondent

CHENNAI

S
ince the lockdown, with
restricted movement in
place, a number of peo-

ple have expressed concern
about getting adequate exer-
cise, among other things to
be worried about. If you
have a regimen in place and
that is disrupted, anxiety
may follow. Some people al-
so have to, for medical rea-
sons, get adequate exercise
during the day. 

We have also been $ood-
ed with calls, mainly from
people with chronic issues —
pain mostly. Since they are
probably sitting at home in
all kinds of odd postures and
watching movies on the net
or phone. We have been get-
ting an extraordinary
amount of calls from people
complaining of backpain,
shoulder and neck pain. 

The general tips that I
would give all these people
anxious about getting exer-
cise and those who must ex-
ercise, are: 

1.Involve your family

member (could be spouse,
parent, sibling, child) in the
exercise e!ort.

2.Try to use any available
space inside the house,
around the house or the ter-
race for exercises. About 30
to 40 minutes of brisk walk
daily would be
recommended.

3.Try to do some strength
training too, using house-
hold things that you can lay

your hands on, like water-
bottles ("lled with water),
bags, etc. Free weight or bo-
dy weight exercises such as
squats, lunges, planks, etc.,
are helpful.

4. Do remember to warm
up and stretch before the ex-
ercises. 

5.Try to assign a "xed time
to your exercise activity,
which will ensure that you
will follow your routine and
wont skip it. 

6. Keep an eye on your
diet and temper it to suit
your activity levels. Follow-
ing the same diet that you
were on when you were
more active during the lock-
down will only result in
weight gain and misery.

7. Post surgery patients
should stick to the physioth-
erapy schedule prescribed
by their surgeon or thera-
pist. 

When in doubt about
anything, it is better to be
cautious and call your doc-
tor and check.

Aches and pains and a spot
of exercise during COVID-19 

The prison authorities have
pooled in the expertise of in-
mates with tailoring skills to
increase the production of
surgical face masks to meet
the growing demand of the
Police Department, which
has deployed thousands of
its personnel to enforce the
COVID-19 prohibitory orders
and maintain law and order
in the State.

Shutting its tailoring units
temporarily, the Prison De-
partment commenced ma-
nufacturing of face masks.
The inmates of Puzhal, Tiru-
chi and Coimbatore central
prisons rolled out 3,000 face
masks a day. With the police
asking for more, Director
General of Police Sunil Ku-
mar Singh asked the inmates
in three more central pri-
sons to join the work and in-
creased the productivity to
36,000 face masks per day.

“We are making proper
surgical masks at a cost of %
10 per piece. We have so far
supplied 2.16 lakh pieces.
Since there is an acute shor-
tage of face masks in the

open market, private hospi-
tals and establishments are
approaching us. We declined
an order to make 1 lakh
masks recently because our
focus is on to meet the re-
quirements of the police
force,” Mr. Singh said.

Hand sanitisers

The prisoners are making
hand sanitisers, but only for
in-house consumption. The
135 prisons located across
Tamil Nadu have a capacity
of 23,392 inmates. The occu-
pancy was brought down to
51% from 62% a week ago

with hundreds held for petty
o!ences released on bail.
Since there was no public
transport due to the lock-
down, suspects released on
bail were being dropped
home in police vehicles.

The Prison Department
banned family interviews for
prisoners as part of mea-
sures to contain the spread
of coronavirus. 

However, it has procured
smart phones to facilitate
prisoners make video calls to
their family. Convicts can
make calls twice a week and
undertrials, thrice.

T.N. prisoners make 36,000
surgical masks every day
Inmates with tailoring skills roped in to meet the demand

S. Vijay Kumar

CHENNAI

Police Department is in need of masks for thousands of its
personnel deployed on lockdown duty.

DMK president M.K. Stalin
visited his constituency, Ko-
lathur, on Friday and distri-
buted food, ration, sanitis-
ers, masks and other
essentials to 1,000 conser-
vancy workers, autorick-
shaw drivers and children in
the constituency. 

The DMK said, on Mr. Sta-
lin’s advice, the party had
been providing food to
1,000 conservancy workers
in the area for the past seven
days. 

On Friday, the DMK lead-
er visited the constituency
and personally served
breakfast to the workers at
the party’s o#ce. 

He distributed protective
items to be used against CO-

VID-19 and groceries to fami-
lies. He gave food, sanitisers
and masks to migrants as
well as clothes, bedsheets,
and toiletries, the party ad-
ded. 

At the market, Mr. Stalin
checked on the availability
and prices of vegetables. He
distributed %500 to over 500
autorickshaw drivers in the

area who have lost their dai-
ly livelihood due to the lock-
down and 5kg of rice and
other ration items to their fa-
milies. 

He thanked the police o#-
cials on duty for their ser-
vice during the lockdown
and handed over masks and
sanitisers to them, the party
said.

The DMK leader gave away essentials, sanitisers and masks 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

M.K. Stalin serving food to conservancy workers in Kolathur.

Stalin distributes aid to workers

The government has re-
moved 54 contract workers
at the Indira Gandhi Medical
College and Research Insti-
tute (IGMC&RI) from the
payroll for disrupting CO-
VID-19 related medical ser-
vices. Collector T. Arun on

Friday issued an order re-
moving them from service
with immediate e!ect. Mr.
Arun acted on the basis of a
report submitted by the
Dean of the institution. 

“Their action shows clear
dereliction of duty and also
amounts to negligence on
the part of o#cials in con-

trolling the pandemic,” the
order said. The report stated
that the 54 contract workers
abstained from work on
April 2 and also interrupted
other sta! from discharging
their medical duties.

The government had con-
verted the medical college
into a COVID-19 facility.

54 contract sta! removed from payroll 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PUDUCHERRY

Lt. Governor Kiran Bedi
said the absence of com-
munication gap between
the political leadership and
the administrative leader-
ship helped e!ectively con-
tain the spread of COVID-19
in the Union Territory.

Participating in a video-
conferencing review con-
vened by President Ram
Nath Kovind and Vice Pre-
sident M. Venkaiah Naidu,
Ms. Bedi said apart from
the daily review meetings
at the levels of Chief Minis-
ter V. Narayanasamy, Chief
Secretary Ashwani Kumar
and Collector T. Arun, the
o#ce of the Lt. Governor
held an audio-call stocktak-
ing of the daily situation.

Seamless coordination 

There was seamless coordi-
nation between political
leadership and administra-
tion as envisaged in the
Disaster Management Act,
in addition to the existing
technology channels such
as social media, group mail
and WhatsApp groups that
linked o#cers with the lea-
dership, volunteers and
trainers.

‘Coordination 
helped contain 
COVID-19’
Special Correspondent

PUDUCHERRY

Companies cannot force employees
to take leave without pay amid the
21-day lockdown imposed by the go-
vernment to control the spread of
COVID-19, according to experts.

“In general, annual leave is a stat-
utory entitlement to be availed at the
employee’s discretion and as per
terms of company policy. It cannot
be forced upon the employees,” Vik-
ram Shro!, head of HR Laws at Nish-
ith Desai Associates, said. The go-
vernment has clari"ed that
employees shall be deemed to be on
duty in case of a lockdown. The em-
ployer may treat it as leave without
pay if an employee refuses to work
from home, he said.

Mr. Shro! pointed out that as a re-
sult of a natural calamity, factories
and industrial establishments may
be able to lay o! its workmen in
compliance with law and the em-
ployer’s Standing Orders, subject,

however, to the government noti"-
cations. S. Ravindaran, a senior ad-
vocate, said the legal compulsion to
suspend the operations/activities in
factories, shops, commercial esta-
blishments/o#ces, etc., did not re-
sult in denial of wages to employees,
including contract workmen.

An employee could be denied
wages only when he was absent
from work or when he was on strike
and, therefore, all employees, in-
cluding contract workmen, were en-
titled to full wages lastly drawn by
them during the period up to April
14, he said. S. Kannan, CITU presi-
dent, Kancheepuram district, said
the State government had to pitch in
to clarify on the issue of wages.

“This is an extraordinary situa-
tion. Even in times of $oods and cy-
clone the recovery has been fast. If
companies cut things like shift allo-
wance or conveyance it is under-
standable. But cutting basic wages is
not acceptable,” he said.

‘Firms can’t force employees
to take leave without pay’
Experts point to government clari!cation 

Sanjay Vijayakumar

CHENNAI Over 1,500 migrant work-
ers from Villupuram dis-
trict stranded in Maharash-
tra in the middle of the
lockdown, have got help,
thanks to the timely inter-
vention of Villupuram MP
D. Ravikumar and the dis-
trict administration. 

MP helps
stranded 
T.N. workers 
Special Correspondent

VILLUPURAM

The National Fisherfolk Forum has de-
manded that "shing be declared as an es-
sential service. In a letter to Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
former MLA and NFF chairperson M. Ilan-
go said "sh was a cheap source of protein
for a large section of the population in the
country. Mr. Ilango said that "shing
should be declared an essential service.
An announcement in this direction will
protect their livelihood, he said. 

‘Declare "shing as an
essential service’ 
Special Correspondent 

PUDUCHERRY 
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 19.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Saturday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning and gust likely at isolated places over Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Chhat-
tisgarh and Odisha. 
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................. -....36.4....22.2 Kozhikode..................... -....37.8....27.2
Ahmedabad............ -....38.9....21.2 Kurnool ........................ -....41.1....28.3
Aizawl.............. 17.4....33.2....16.9 Lucknow....................... -....32.8....17.2
Allahabad............... -....36.8....17.8 Madurai ........................ -....38.2....25.0
Bengaluru .............. -....35.6....23.0 Mangaluru .................... -....35.4....26.7
Bhopal ................... -......... -....19.0 Mumbai ........................ -....34.1....24.0
Bhubaneswar.......... -....38.8....24.8 Mysuru ......................... -......... -....20.0
Chandigarh ............ -....29.0....13.6 New Delhi .................... -....30.1....15.4
Chennai ................. -....34.0....27.2 Patna ........................... -....35.2....22.8
Coimbatore ............ -....37.2....24.4 Port Blair...................... -....31.4....25.2
Dehradun ............... -....29.5....12.1 Puducherry ................... -....34.3....25.6
Gangtok............. 1.6....20.8....11.6 Pune............................. -....38.3....18.4
Goa........................ -....33.4....25.6 Raipur .......................... -....38.2....20.5
Guwahati ............... -....35.2....19.3 Ranchi .......................... -....33.6....22.0
Hubballi ................. -....37.0....23.0 Shillong........................ -....25.3....18.4
Hyderabad ............. -....35.2....26.4 Shimla.......................... -....19.3......6.8
Imphal ............... 1.8....31.2....14.7 Srinagar........................ -....17.5......2.6
Jaipur .................... -....33.6....18.8 Thiruvananthapuram.......... -....32.9....26.0
Kochi ..................... -....33.6....27.2 Tiruchi.......................... -....38.5....25.0
Kohima .............. 2.2....24.2....11.6 Vijayawada ................... -....38.5....25.4
Kolkata .................. -....36.6....27.0 Visakhapatnam .............. -....33.1....27.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 7.00
p.m., Bulandshahr, Uttar
Pradesh recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 192 indicating an
unhealthy level of pollution.
In contrast, Patiala, Punjab
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 21.

Ahmedabad..... 35 .47 36 ....62 ...90 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 15 .06 65 ....76 ...71 ....*
Chennai .......... 03 .19 38 ....66 ......- ....*
Delhi .............. ...- .18 29 ...... - .100 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 05 .23 27 ....70 ...73 ....*
Kolkata........... 15 .22 15 ....74 ...75 ....*
Lucknow ......... 05 .22 56 ..107 ......- ....*
Mumbai .......... 03 .14 08 ....43 ...97 ....*
Pune............... 27 .25 51 ....54 ...33 ....*
Visakhapatnam 09 .41 06 ....47 ...68 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Throwing caution to the wind: Though physical distancing is necessary to avoid the spread of COVID-19, people hardly follow the rules. (From left) Farmers waiting at the agriculture market in Khammam for free meals; women collecting potable water supplied
once in four days at Ambedkar Colony in Bengaluru; people preparing a plot for vegetable farming in Thiruvananthapuram; and pensioners outside a bank near Old Jail Road in Visakhapatnam on Friday. * G.N. RAO, K. MURALI KUMAR, S. MAHINSHA & K.R. DEEPAK

TELANGANA KARNATAKA KERALA ANDHRA PRADESH

Telangana had a fresh spike
of 75 new coronavirus infec-
tions reported on Friday, tak-
ing its tally to 229. Andhra
Pradesh con!rmed its !rst
COVID-19 death, while Kar-
nataka had four new cases,
of which one died, and Kera-
la registered nine. 

Eleven patients have died
at various hospitals in Telan-
gana, two of them on Friday,
while 32 were discharged af-
ter treatment. There were
26,586 persons with a histo-
ry of foreign travel and their
contacts under home
quarantine.

In Andhra Pradesh, it was

o"cially con!rmed that a 55-
year-old man who died a
couple of days ago in a go-
vernment hospital in Vijaya-
wada had succumbed to the
virus. This is the !rst corona-
virus death reported in the
State, where the total num-
ber of cases rose to 161, of
which three had recovered.

The man had contracted
the disease from his son,
who returned from New Del-
hi after attending the Ta-
blighi Jamaat congregation
on March 17. “He came to the
government hospital at 11.30
a.m. on March 30 for a

check-up. His blood swab
was sent for examination but
in the meantime he died
around 12.30 p.m. The pa-
tient was also su#ering from
hypertension and cardiac
problems and was diabetic.

The delay in con!rming
the cause as coronavirus was
due to his other ailments,
State nodal o"cer Arja Sri-
kanth said in a press release.
The man’s son tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 on March
31 and was in quarantine.

“We have identi!ed 29
others who came in contact
with him and they were also
sent to quarantine,” Mr. Sri-
kanth added. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Chief
Minister (Health) A.K.K. Sri-
nivas said over 140 of 161 co-
ronavirus positive cases in

A.P. were related to the Ja-
maat event.

“Of the 881 blood samples
of those who attended the Ja-
maat event, 108 turned posi-
tive. Results of another 65
are awaited.” 

“Also, 32 of their contacts
too tested positive for coro-
navirus,” Mr. Srinivas told re-
porters after a high-level re-
view meeting with Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy. The Deputy CM said
of the 1,085 people who at-
tended the Jamaat event
from A.P., 946 had since re-
turned and among them, on-
ly 881 had been traced so far.

Cases from Delhi
In Karnataka, four people,
including three who attend-
ed the Jamaat meet in Delhi,

tested positive for the coro-
navirus on Friday, taking the
State total to 128, the Health
department said in Bengalu-
ru. The three men from Bela-
gavi had attended the Jamaat
meeting from March 13 to 18,
while the fourth was a 75-
year-old resident of Bagal-
kote, who died late at night.

The o"cial bulletin said as
of Friday, 128 COVID-19 cases
had been con!rmed in Kar-
nataka, including four
deaths and 11 who were
discharged.

Of 114 active cases in the
State, 111 (including a preg-
nant woman) were in isola-
tion at designated hospitals
and were stable, while three
were in ICU (one on oxygen
and two on ventilator).

Seven of the 128 cases con-

!rmed were transit passen-
gers of Kerala, who landed at
airports in Karnataka and
were being treated in the
State. 

Chief Minister B.S. Yediy
urappa asked the labour de-
partment to deposit an addi-
tional $1,000 from the Con-
struction Workers Welfare
Fund in the accounts of 15
lakh labourers.

More cases in Kasaragod
Kerala reported nine new
cases on Friday, with seven
from the worst a#ected Kasa-
ragod district, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said. One
case each was detected from
Thrissur and Idukki. 

(With inputs from
Vijayawada, Bengaluru and

Thiruvananthapuram)

Telangana sees 75 more virus cases 
More cases linked to Tablighi Jamaat event con!rmed in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka

Press Trust of India

HYDERABAD 

Standing still: Boats anchored at Jalaripeta, Visakhapatnam, due to the lockdown on Friday. * K.R. DEEPAK

Houseboats o!ered to be
set up as isolation wards
ALAPPUZHA

A section of the houseboat
owners in the Alappuzha
district of Kerala have offered
their vessels to the
government to set up
isolation wards. The All
Kerala Houseboat Owners
and Operators Samithi said
on Friday that it had written
to the Chief Minister, Tourism
Minister, and Alappuzha
District Collector in this
regard. 

IN BRIEF

‘Kerala has to augment
health-care facilities’
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

Kerala will have to augment
its health-care facilities
further to manage a reverse
migration from Gulf countries
soon in the face of the
COVID-19 threat, Finance
Minister T.M. Thomas Isaac
said. “Quarantine and testing
facilities have to augmented.
An emotional support has
also become imperative for
those rendered jobless and
are annoyed over their career
prospects in the Gulf. We are
anticipating a major spurt in
demand for such facilities for
which paucity of funds is the
only hitch,” he said.

Eateries can deliver food
on the doorstep: Kerala
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government on
Friday sanctioned door-to-
door delivery of food from
hotels till 8 p.m. An official
said the order was part of the
‘one step at a time’ move to
wake the State from
hibernation without
triggering an uncontrollable
influx of people onto the
street. Hotels and restaurants
still cannot entertain any
customer at their takeaway
counter after 5 p.m. They
cannot permit tight lines of
customers, serve guests or
allow patrons indoors. 

In a happy turn of events,
COVID-19 patients 93-year-
old Thomas, perhaps the ol-
dest to recover from the dis-
ease, and his 88-year-old
wife Mariamma returned
home to Ranni, Pathanam-
thitta, on Friday after under-
going treatment at the Go-
vernment Medical College
Hospital, Kottayam, for 23
days.

Reshma Mohandas, the
sta# nurse at the hospital
who tested positive for the
virus on March 23, too re-
turned home on Friday. 

“It was extremely chal-
lenging for us to take care of
the elderly couple as they
were su#ering from cardiac
problems, diabetes, and hy-
pertension along with age-

related disorders. We strived
hard to keep them active,
even though they insisted on
adopting their home routine.
We overcame the challenges
through a team approach,”
R.P. Renjin, Resident Medi-
cal O"cer, told The Hindu. 

He attributed the recovery

of the couple to the hospital
sta#, the medical establish-
ment and the State govern-
ment’s support.

Dr. Renjin said Mr. Tho-
mas was treated with antivi-
ral and antibiotic medication
and monitored in intensive
care as he had heart failure

and pneumonia.
The RMO thanked Health

Minister K.K.Shylaja, who
kept a close watch on the
treatment. “The Minister
would call us everyday and
ask us to stay positive and be
unmindful of all external fac-
tors, including the cost of
treatment,” he said.

First symptoms
The couple, who showed
symptoms of infection, in-
cluding fever and cough,
were !rst admitted to the
pay ward while their treat-
ment protocols were !nal-
ised. They were later shifted
to the Medical ICU and then
to the Transplant ICU where
they could see each other.

The condition of Mr. Tho-
mas, who su#ered a heart at-
tack, worsened at one point

with the oxygen level in his
blood plummeting, follow-
ing which he was put on ven-
tilator. Both patients deve-
loped a urinary infection
during the period.

Although discharged, the
couple will be in home qua-
rantine for 14 days and mon-
itored by hospital doctors.

Mr. Thomas and Ms. Ma-
riamma are parents of CO-
VID-19 patients who had re-
turned from Italy. They were
admitted to the MCH on
March 9, after being referred
from the Pathanamthitta
General Hospital.

They tested negative two
days ago, a second time, but
the hospital decided to keep
them under observation for
a couple of days more and
psychologically prepare
them for the discharge.

Hospital cheers as elderly Kerala couple beat virus 
Thomas, 93, and his 88-year-old wife Mariamma return home after treatment for 23 days

Looking ahead: The couple’s treatment in hospital was
successful in spite of their pre-existing health conditions. 

STAFF REPORTER

KOTTAYAM

The High Court of Karnataka
on Friday directed the Kar-
nataka government to en-
sure either the availability of
proper transportation for
farmers to carry their agri-
cultural and horticultural
produce to markets or the
procurement of produce
from their doorstep. 

The court also directed
the government to ensure
passage of farmers and farm
labourers to their !elds as
the Union government has
allowed the continuation of
farming and related activi-
ties, including transporta-
tion of produce to Agricultu-
ral Produce Marketing
Committee (APMC) yards,
during the lockdown.

Taking note of incidents
of farmers dumping fruits,
vegetables and milk owing
to non-availability of tran-
sport to take them to mar-
kets, the court observed that
smooth progress of farming
operations and transporta-
tion of produce to markets

would not only help the
State in assisting farmers,
but would also ensure the
supply of essential
commodities.

A special Division Bench
comprising Chief Justice Ab-
hay Shreeniwas Oka and Jus-
tice B.V. Nagarathna issued
the directions during a hear-
ing, through videoconfe-
rencing, on PIL petitions
!led on issues that have ari-
sen because of the enforce-
ment of measures to check
the spread of COVID-19. 

The Bench also said that
the government would have
to ensure that fertilizers,
pesticides and seeds, as well
as agricultural equipment
and related repair services,
should be made available to
farmers.

Order comes in the wake of farmers dumping fruits, milk

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Smooth progress of farming
operations will help State to
assist farmers, the HC said.

Give transport or procure produce
from farmers, says Karnataka HC

The State Level Bankers’
Committee (SLBC) has ob-
jected to the notices issued
by the police to banks warn-
ing them of stern action if
excess sta# are found on du-
ty in violation of the CO-
VID-19 lockdown norms. 

The SLBC has taken up
the matter with State police
chief Loknath Behera, con-
vener of the committee N.
Ajit Krishnan said here on
Friday. The panel has inter-
vened after such a notice
has been slapped on a State
Bank of India branch in
Kottayam.

Disbursal of pension
According to the SLBC,
more personnel are needed
to handle the increase in
customer %ow. Bank
branches are witnessing

heavy tra"c on account of
Jan Dhan account payments
and disbursal of welfare
pensions. The rush is ex-
pected to continue for at
least 10 days as the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-Kisan) payments also
are due. 

On April 1, Kottayam Dis-
trict Police Chief emailed all
Station House O"cers
(SHOs) pointing out that ma-
ny banks were seen to be
functioning with their full
complement of sta#, which
was against the government
instructions. 

The SHOs were asked to
issue notices to the banks
asking them to ensure that
only personnel required for
carrying out essential tran-
sactions were put on duty.
Failure to comply with the
directive would invite legal
action, the notice said.

Bankers’ panel protests
against police notice 
Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Police enhanced vigil at the
quarantine wards in the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (RIMS), Adila-
bad, on Friday after doctors
and other medical sta# man-
ning the wards complained
that they felt threatened by
six Jamaat returnees, who
are in isolation.

The six had refused to
cooperate with the hospital
sta#. They refused to subject
themselves to medical tests,
declined to sleep in the ward
and shouted at the sta#,
sources said.

“The COVID-19 suspects
demanded cigarettes and
were tampering with instru-
ments,” a RIMS source said.
“They used foul language
with the sta#,” he added.

“We have received the
complaint and deployed
more force in the quarantine
wards. After the period of
quarantine, the persons ac-
cused in the complaint will
be proceed against as per
the law,” Superintendent of
Police Vishnu S. Warrier
said.

Quoting the provisions of
the Epidemic Diseases Act,
1897, which are applicable in
this instance, the SP said
everyone is required to

cooperate. “Non coopera-
tion with the authorities is
considered a crime against
humanity,” he observed.

134 tested in Karnataka 
A total of 288 persons, in-
cluding 134 from Bengaluru
who attended the Tablighi
congregation, have been
tested in Karnataka and only
13 of them have turned out
positive. Releasing the CO-
VID-19 bulletin on Friday,
Karnataka Primary and Se-
condary Education Minister
Suresh Kumar told pressper-
sons that the test reports of
88 persons were still await-
ed. Nineteen of those tested
are foreigners. 

The Centre’s list also had
names of several non-Mus-

lims. The names of some of-
!cials including Subodh Ya-
dav, an IAS o"cial who
earlier served in Karnataka,
also !gure in the list of 1,500
sent by the Centre. 

Meanwhile, Jawaid Ak-
htar, Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Health and Family Wel-
fare, said the State has
received a stock of 1.39 lakh
Personal Protection Equip-
ment (PPE) kits in the last
one week and of that 53,000
is still remaining with the de-
partment. The rest have
been distributed. While an
order for one lakh kits has al-
ready been placed, an order
for two lakh more will be
placed soon, he said.

(With inputs from
Bengaluru)

Jamaat returnees created ruckus, complain RIMS sta" 

Special correspondent

ADILABAD

The Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences, where six
Jamaat returnees have been kept in isolation. * S. HARPAL SINGH

Heightened police vigil at
quarantine ward in Adilabad
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EDITORIAL

Atul Mishra 

O
n Friday, April 3, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi made
his third COVID-19 address

to the nation. To raise the people’s
morale, Mr. Modi asked them to
light up candles, diyas (lamps),
torchlights and mobile !ashlights
for 9 minutes at 9 p.m. this Sun-
day. Soon after his address, the ci-
tizens outreach portal of the Go-
vernment of India tweeted a video
explaining the ‘science’ behind
the Prime Minister’s request. 

The video had a former presi-
dent of the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation claiming that the request
was based on a yogic ‘principle of
collective consciousness’. The
doctor said that if the people col-
lectively thought that they would
not be a"icted by the coronavirus,
then their collective conscious-
ness would ensure that this hap-
pens. This, he said, was based on a
‘quantum principle’. The tweet
was soon deleted. But the incident
shows how pseudoscience may be
endangering India’s public health
policy at this critical moment. 

Need for scienti!c temper
At no point in its modern history
has India needed its people as now

to urgently understand how mi-
crobiology impacts public health.
The Central and State govern-
ments are making huge e#orts to
give us a crash course on the
spread and arrest of COVID-19. But
in our country, the Prime Minis-
ter’s voice on national issues car-
ries the most weight. In this hour
of national crisis, India needs its
top leader to make the people real-
ise why science has no substitute
in battling the virus. How has Mr.
Modi fared as a promoter of scien-
ti$c temper? 

In October 2014, the Prime Mi-
nister made two claims linking cut-
ting-edge life sciences to Indian
myths, including the Mahabhara-
ta. In a speech delivered in Hindi,
he said that Karna’s birth was a re-
sult of stem cell science and tech-
nology. He also said that the
world’s $rst plastic surgery was
performed on Ganesha, giving the
deity his elephant head. And, he
made these remarks while inaugu-
rating a hospital in Mumbai. 

Invoking ‘Mahabharata’
On March 25 this year, a day after
announcing the national lock-
down, Mr. Modi interacted with
the residents of Varanasi. Invoking
the Mahabharata again, he told
them that the Mahabharata war
was won in 18 days and India
would win its war against the virus
in 21. In his English translation of
the epic, Bibek Debroy, the Chair
of the Economic Advisory Council
to the Prime Minister, doubts that

the war of the scale described in
the epic took place. Or that “mi-
raculous weapons and chariots
were the norm”.

The Prime Minister’s 2014 re-
marks mixed up science and
mythology, and sent out the fol-
lowing public message: our epics
are historical truths; the fantasies
within them are records of our an-
cient accomplishments in cutting-
edge science and technology; and
since the ‘knowledge’ they contain
has come down to us as part of our
unbroken tradition, our indige-
nous wisdom can solve the pro-
blems that the life sciences cur-
rently face. One wonders how
those who believed his 2014 re-
marks would have responded to
his projection of winning the war
against the pandemic in 2020. 

Since Mr. Modi’s 2014 remarks,
a number of Central and State
leaders as well as lawmakers be-
longing to his party have peddled
pseudoscience and untenable
claims that fracture the backbone
of the life sciences. For instance,
in 2017-18, the then Minister of

State for Human Resource Deve-
lopment, Satyapal Singh, called
the theory of evolution ‘scienti$-
cally wrong’ and demanded its re-
moval from the school curricula.
Such views are illustrative of a
thriving ecosystem of opinions
masquerading as ‘indigenous’
science. 

Although this ecosystem has
been around for long, it has
strengthened in recent years.
Chief Ministers, Union and State
Ministers, lawmakers, $lm perso-
nalities, businesspersons, gurus
and other notables with large pu-
blic following have repeatedly
made pseudoscienti$c statements.
Science gatherings have been used
to peddle such ideas. And public
defenders of science have been
marginalised. 

Dispelling the darkness
It is not surprising therefore that a
‘theory’ that sound vibrations kill
the virus recently found a large
number of takers. Nothing but the
acceptance of this myth masque-
rading as science explains the out-
rageous interpretation of the
Prime Minister’s call to thank the
nation’s essential service provid-
ers with applause, bell-ringing and
banging of metal thalis (plates).
Several groups of people hit the
streets on the evening of March 22
to ‘celebrate’ the ‘Janata Curfew’.
They practised intense social prox-
imity and banged metal utensils
merrily and mercilessly. Did these
actions increase the danger of the

community spread of the virus? If
they did not, then why did the
Prime Minister tweet the next day
that many people had not taken
the lockdown seriously? 

Mr. Modi did not ask people to
erupt on the streets and endanger
public health. However, it is not
implausible that it happened be-
cause his message was interpreted
by groups of people in!uenced by
the present anti-science ecosys-
tem. Dozens of pseudoscienti$c
solutions to the pandemic are
!oating within this ecosystem. Af-
ter Mr. Modi’s Friday morning ad-
dress, claims about the prowess of
light to $ght the virus have begun
circulating on social media. The
Prime Minister has for years had
the authority to crack down on
this ecosystem. We would have
been better placed in the $ght
against COVID-19 had he done so. 

And thus, the challenge: we are
confronting a pandemic that only
science and technology can $ght
in an ecosystem rife with belief in
pseudoscience. The 20th century
philosophers of science, Karl Pop-
per and Imre Lakatos, argued that
pseudoscience was a great danger
to liberal societies. We can only
hope that it is not irreversibly da-
maging India’s public health in
this moment of crisis. 

Atul Mishra is an associate professor of

International Relations at Shiv Nadar

University. The views expressed are

personal

Only through the prism of science 
India needs its top leader to make people realise why science has no substitute in the battle against COVID-19
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A
s COVID-19 spreads expo-
nentially across the world,
and the $gures of those test-

ing positive as also the numbers of
deaths keep increasing in near-ge-
ometrical progression, profound
uncertainty and extreme volatility
are wreaking havoc of a kind sel-
dom encountered previously. It
might, hence, be wise to start
thinking of what next, if at least to
try and handle a situation created
by the most serious pandemic in
recent centuries. 

China’s pivotal role
The problem with the novel coro-
navirus is that with the exception
of China, which battled another
coronavirus epidemic in 2003 —
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome (SARS) epidemic — there is
little available for most nations on
which to base their assessment of
what next. What is known is that
China’s growth rate has further
plummeted, even as it was con-
fronting an economic slowdown
which had been in the works for
some time. The consequences for
the global economy of China ceas-
ing to be the world’s biggest expor-
ter of manufactured goods are
considerable, and with no country
in a position to replace it, this de-
velopment will precipitate a furth-
er economic downturn interna-
tionally. 

It is not the intention here to mi-
nimise the human costs of the tra-
gedy that has unfolded, and which
is still unfolding, consequent on
COVID-19. If China was the worst
a#ected nation initially, the United
States, Spain, Germany and Italy
have since eclipsed China. Many
other countries are today facing a
serious plight, and few, if any, re-
medies are as yet available even as

the human costs keep mounting.
Still, it is important to think of
what lies ahead. 

The COVID-19 pandemic could
not have come at a more di%cult
time. The world was already hav-
ing to contend with an uncertain
economic environment, with in-
dustries in turn facing newer chal-
lenges such as having to adjust to a
shift from cost e%ciencies to inno-
vation and breakthrough improve-
ments. Added to this were: a glo-
bal slowdown, increasing political
and policy uncertainties, altera-
tions in social behaviour, new en-
vironmental norms, etc. Newly
emerging economies, such as In-
dia, were even more a#ected by all
this, than some of the older esta-
blished ones.

Prognosis for India
At one point, India was estimated
to be among the 15 most a#ected
economies by the COVID-19 epi-
demic, but as the pandemic has
raged unchecked, all bets are o#.
An early estimate by the Asian De-
velopment Bank, soon after the
epidemic was declared, was that it
would cost the Indian economy
$29.9 billion. A recent industry es-
timate pegs the cost of the lock-
down at around $120 billion or 4%
of India’s GDP. The Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII) had at one
point warned that the COVID-19
impact, and the existing stress in
the $nancial sector, meant that In-
dia would require up to six months
even after the entire course of the
COVID-19 epidemic is over to res-
tore normalcy and business conti-
nuity. 

India has, no doubt, acted with
speed in the wake of the pandemic
and declared a lockdown early on.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi de-
clared the pandemic as a serious
global crisis, and in the course of
two national broadcasts in mid-
March, announced a series of
steps such as a one day ‘peoples
curfew’ (on March 22) ‘social dis-
tancing’, the setting up of a CO-
VID-19 Taskforce under the Fi-
nance Minister to come up with

measures to mitigate the econom-
ic hardship engendered by the
pandemic, and $nally a three-
week-long lockdown. Several pre-
cautionary measures based on gui-
delines in vogue elsewhere in the
world for preventing pandemics of
this kind, have also been intro-
duced including ‘home isolation’,
‘home quarantine’, etc. 

The prognosis as to what lies
ahead is indeed bleak. On the eco-
nomic plane, according to most
experts, a global recession seems
inevitable. Uncertainty, panic and
lockdown policies are expected to
cause demand worldwide to de-
cline in a precipitous way. This
will inevitably lead to a vicious
downward cycle, where compa-
nies close down, resulting in more
lay-o#s and a further drop in con-
sumption. A precipitous decline in
GDP would follow. To compensate
for this loss, massive in!ows of go-
vernment funds would be needed,
but most governments, India in-
cluded, might $nd it di%cult to
$nd adequate resources for this
purpose. Equally important, if not
more so, is that such massive in-
!ows of funds (if they are to be ef-
fective) should be here and now,
and not later, by which time the
situation may well have spiralled
out of control. Global coordination
was a must in the extant situation.

Pandemic as disrupter
COVID-19 is, in turn, expected to
bring about major changes in the
global order. Some of these chang-
es have, no doubt, been in the
making for some time, but would
get accelerated. As of now, though
the U.S. is no longer the global

power that it once was, it is hardly
in retreat. It is, without doubt, in-
creasingly disinclined to act as the
world’s gendarme, as instanced by
its retreat from Afghanistan after a
dubious accord with the Afghan
Taliban, but this was not the end
of the road as far as U.S. power was
concerned.

Post COVID-19, however, and gi-
ven that the U.S. is among the
countries badly a#ected by this
pandemic, together with existing
uncertainties a#ecting its $nancial
markets, the U.S. can be expected
to step back even further — from
one of assertion to neutrality in
global a#airs.

Already, U.S. command of the
global commons has weakened.
Meantime, China and Russia have
strengthened their relationship,
and improved their asymmetric
capabilities. The challenge from
China is becoming more obvious
by the day — measured by purchas-
ing power parity, the U.S. is not
the largest economy in the world
as of now. Even more daunting
from a U.S. standpoint, and also
representing a sea-change from
the recent past, Russia has be-
come far more economically and
politically stable and an important
power broker in West Asia. These
shifts cannot but, and are likely to,
have a direct impact on the liberal
international order. It could, in
turn, give a boost to authoritarian
regimes and authoritarian trends.

Social concerns
Moving away from the political
and economic consequences of
COVID-19 are other concerns aris-
ing from an extended lockdown,
social distancing and isolation.
Psychologists are even talking of
an ‘epidemic of despair’ arising
from a fear of unknown causes, re-
sulting in serious anxiety and
mental problems. Extended isola-
tion, according to psychologists,
can trigger a di#erent kind of pan-
demic even leading to possible sui-
cidal tendencies, $ts of anger, de-
pression, alcoholism and
eccentric behavioural patterns.

Another fallout from the cur-
rent epidemic might well be the
extent to which inequality in in-
comes impact segments of the
population, facing a common ma-
laise. Countries lacking a compre-
hensive nationwide health system
would $nd this an even more di%-
cult situation to handle. Mean-
time, as the economy weakens, ac-
companied by job losses, those
without high levels of skills would
fall further behind.

This is evident to some extent
already given recent reports of
mass migration across the Indian
landmass. Out of work migrant la-
bour, unable to $nd new jobs since
they lack the necessary skills, are
attempting to return to their nor-
mal habitat, bringing in their wake
untold su#ering and, perhaps
even the spread of the virus. This
has all the makings of a huge hu-
man tragedy. Existing curbs on
their movement would further ex-
acerbate the problem, and could
even lead to a major law and order
situation.

Digital factor
One possible, and unexpected, as-
pect of the COVID-19 epidemic
could be the thrust it could pro-
vide to ‘digital authoritarianism’.
China’s authoritarian methods
seem to have helped it to contain
the spread of the virus — at least
for the time being. Somewhat simi-
lar tactics are being employed by
some other countries as well. In
turn, leaders across many nations
may $nd China’s methods, and the
embracing of technology to refash-
ion authoritarianism for the mod-
ern age irresistible, and a standard
to be adapted, even if they profess
to be democratic. The rise of digi-
tal autocracies could lead to digital
repression, and in the age of AI-po-
wered surveillance, create a ca-
pacity for predictive control, or
what is often referred to as ‘social
management’.

M.K. Narayanan, is a former National

Security Adviser and a former Governor

of West Bengal

The spectre of a post-COVID-19 world
The pandemic could not have come at a more di!cult time; the global order could see major changes 

M.K. Narayanan 
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O
n April 2, the number of novel coronavirus
(SARS-CoV-2) infections in 181 countries/regions
crossed one million, and deaths passed 50,000.

On April 3, the total number of cases and deaths stood
at 10,39,166 and 55,092, respectively. With 2,45,646 cas-
es, the U.S. accounts for 24% of the global total, while
Italy, with 13,915 deaths, has over 26% of total mortality.
Four countries — the U.S., Italy, Spain and Germany —
have more cases reported than China. The exponential
increase becomes striking considering that the time ta-
ken to report 1,00,000 more cases has been reducing.
If it took 12 days to double to 2,00,000, it took just three
days each to cross 0.3 and 0.4 million. Thereafter, 0.1
million more cases have been reported every two days
except on two occasions — the increase from 0.6 million
to 0.7 million and 0.9 million to 1 million happened in a
single day. Yet, the cases reported so far might be a
small percentage of the actual numbers in most coun-
tries. The main limiting factor in knowing the true
spread has been the restricted number of tests done in
most countries, India included. In about a month after
restrictions on testing were loosened, the number of
tests in the U.S. crossed one million on March 30. While
this may be a huge number, there is still a bottleneck in
the number of people being tested. According to The
Washington Post, as on March 28, only 2,250 tests per
million were performed, which is two-thirds of what
South Korea did three weeks earlier. 

Besides missing out those exhibiting mild symptoms
and under-reporting by countries, the actual number of
infections might be manifold higher as most countries
have not made attempts to test those who do not show
symptoms. There is accumulating evidence suggesting
that a “substantial fraction” of people infected with the
virus are asymptomatic. For instance, in South Korea,
more than 20% of asymptomatic cases did not develop
symptoms during hospitalisation. If in Italy the virus
was spreading silently for about 50 days before the $rst
case was reported on February 20, in Iceland, nearly
half of the 20% who tested positive for the virus were
either asymptomatic or showed only mild symptoms.
The South China Morning Post said more than 43,000
people in China who tested positive by end-February
were asymptomatic and unreported. Since April 1, Chi-
na has been reporting new cases that are asymptomat-
ic. China’s National Health Commission reports that as
on March 31 there have been 1,541 asymptomatic cases.
The World Health Organization maintains that the virus
mainly spreads through droplets and contact with con-
taminated surfaces, and the risk of getting infected by
an asymptomatic person is “very low”. In India, it is im-
portant to test travellers and trace and monitor their
contacts. Otherwise, there remains the risk of conti-
nued spread once the lockdown is withdrawn. 

A million and counting
The global spread of the virus is 

continuing despite mitigation e"orts 

F
ull of sound and piety but signifying little, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s third and latest address
to the nation on the COVID-19 pandemic hardly

calmed frayed nerves. Anxieties triggered by the pan-
demic are on the rise among all sections of society. The
lockdown enforced on March 24 has brought the econo-
my to a halt: small businesses are bleeding, and compa-
nies are scurrying to keep their heads above water. Mi-
grant labourers are stranded and hungry; health
workers and security personnel are already stretched.
The extent of the pandemic itself remains uncertain,
meanwhile. It is only natural that 130 crore Indians, the
audience that the Prime Minister calls out to in all his
speeches, have a lot of angst regarding all this. They did
expect a reassuring action plan from the Prime Minister
and a clear picture of the challenge ahead. They expect-
ed some clarity on the post-lockdown course for the
country. They hoped for more mitigation measures,
beyond those announced by the Finance Minister and
the Reserve Bank of India Governor. Chief executives of
many democracies have personally addressed the peo-
ple with detailed and material plans of action since the
outbreak. They have also kept the interaction alive, and
two-way. The political leadership at the Centre has lar-
gely remained aloof. Mr. Modi himself continues with
his monologues, shunning all questions.

Rhetoric to rally the nation in a moment of crisis can
actually do good. Unifying and galvanising the country
is very critical in combating the pandemic. To the ex-
tent that it sought to achieve those goals, the Prime Mi-
nister’s message was purposeful. But gong and cymbals
that drown out substantive conversations can be coun-
terproductive. If the pandemic itself was not mind-bog-
gling enough, now the country has a unique puzzle to
resolve — which is about the nine-minute light ceremo-
ny at 9 p.m. on Sunday, April 5, that the Prime Minister
has called for. Unsurprisingly, an industry has instantly
sprung up online interpreting the choice of number
nine as a stroke of celestial genius, forcing the Press In-
formation Bureau to issue a clari$cation. “Don’t fall for
the rumours and unscienti$c reasoning on the appeal
for lighting diya…,” it said. The Prime Minister himself
has repeatedly asked people to stay away from rumours
and misinformation about the pandemic, and rely only
on trusted media platforms. Mr. Modi has a formidable
following among the Indian public and his words carry
weight. But no country can talk its way out of a pan-
demic and an economic collapse. If words are all one
has, the virus is not going to be kind. Nor is an economy
going to stop its free fall at the sight of candles. Symbo-
lism is infused with meaning only through correspond-
ing action. 

Light and sound 
Symbolism has its place, but it 

must be part of a sustainable action plan 

corrections & clarifications: 

A report headlined “India to raise Sheikh Saeed case at FATF
after Pakistan court orders his release” (April 3, 2020) erroneously
said Sheikh Saeed, while in Delhi, allegedly kidnapped four British
tourists. It should have said four tourists including three Britishers
and an American. 

A Business page report on Capgemini’s acquisition of Altran
Technologies (April 2, 2020) erroneously said the sta# strength of
Altran was 70,000. It should have been 50,000.

It is the policy of The Hindu to correct signi!cant errors as soon as possible. Please specify
the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be
contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to
Friday); Fax: +91-44-28552963; E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in; Mail: Readers’
Editor, The Hindu, Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860 Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002, India.
All communication must carry the full postal address and telephone number. No personal
visits. The Terms of Reference for the Readers’ Editor are on www.thehindu.com

Needed, a torchbearer
Instead of indulging in
periodic illusory acts of
light and sound shows, we
need to sit back and stare at
some hard questions. Is the
COVID-19 testing in India
faster than the spread of
the virus? Have the
isolation wards and
hospitals been well-
equipped, so that they are
safe for the patient as well
as the physician? The sea
waves did not stop when
King Canute said “freeze”.
Nature’s laws are rooted in
science and need not obey
an individual’s diktats . 
P. David Balasingh,

Nagercoil, Tamil Nadu

! The people of this country
have exhibited remarkable

resilience in times of
adversity, time and again.
This is seen from the fact
that lakhs of migrants left
jobless have reconciled
themselves to the situation.
In this context, it was
expected that the Prime
Minister would spell out
measures to assuage the
feelings of the distraught
migrants, elderly and sick.
However, his call to the
nation to light lamps has
trivialised the the issue. 
V. Subramanian,

Thane, Maharashtra

China’s secrecy
China quite apparently was
not transparent in its
reporting when the SARS-
CoV-2 virus broke out in
Wuhan as early as in

December last year, despite
the fact that it knew about
the great dangers the virus
posed to peoples’ lives. As a
powerful member of the
United Nations, it failed
badly in its responsibility to
help other member
countries on this issue.
Further, there was some
lapse on the part of the
World Health Organization
too. The health body termed
this outbreak a ‘global
emergency’ on January 31
but waited for more than one
more month to $nally
declare it a pandemic, well
after the deadly disease had
penetrated many parts of the
world and taken many more
lives. If the pandemic
pronouncement had come a
month earlier, some

countries would have taken
early preventive steps like
imposing lockdowns, getting
su%cient ventilators, testing
kits hospital beds, etc. and
consequently thousands of
lives would have been saved
in Italy, Spain and other
badly a#ected countries
(“Wuhan initially
downplayed crisis, says
China expert,” April 3).
A. Mohan,

Chennai

In the middle of a battle
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s proposal of a
staggered exit to the 21-day
lockdown may defeat the
very purpose of the exercise.
The threat of COVID-19 will
remain real even at the end
of the period. Hence, the

hotspots need more focus, it
is better to consider the
country itself as one hotspot.
We cannot loosen the apron
strings in the middle of the
war. 
D.V.G. Sankararao,

Vizianagaram, Andhra Pradesh

prohibition on gatherings
and implementation of social
distancing should be
continued for at least
another month. 
The formula of testing,
tracing, quarantining and
isolating people can go a
long way, if it translates well
on the ground. Though the
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Read the spectre of  COVID article. It gives insight into a post COVID world and how the 
equations of  global politics will be rewritten. How much do you think is agreeable? Or will 
world politics continue to be the same as we know of ? Write an essay. Word limit 250 words. 
Can mythology be made the base for scientific thinking or should science have the upper hand 
above everything including our faith. Elaborate. 
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GROUND ZERO

“In my 20 years in Mumbai, I have never
seen such a sight,” said Gopal Das as he
recounted his ordeal on March 21 at the
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus. Gopal was
among the sea of people who had at-
tempted to board what would be the last
few trains out of the city to their homes
hundreds of kilometres away. Gopal, a
construction worker, did not manage to
board the train. And nothing had pre-
pared him for what was to follow.

Gopal is from Bhagalpur, Bihar. He
said he and his friends spent nearly four
hours trying to get tickets. “A few peo-
ple who had clambered on to the trains
fell on the platform. A little later, we
heard that all the trains had been can-
celled. Since there was no public tran-
sport, we walked for three hours to our
room in Bandra (East) with !250 in our
pockets. We were still hoping they
would start the trains. We didn’t think it
would last this long,” he said.

Visuals of hundreds of workers wear-
ing gamchas, carrying heavy backpacks
and wailing children, and walking on
national highways, boarding tractors,
and jostling for space atop multi-co-
loured buses became de"ning images
for days to come in India. To "ght the
novel coronavirus, States began impos-
ing restrictions on the movement of pe-
ople. Then the Prime Minister an-
nounced a nationwide 21-day lockdown.
This tough measure was met with fear,
anger and frustration in many parts of
the country, including Mumbai.

No transport, no jobs, no food 
In its own capacity to contain the
spread of COVID-19, the Maharashtra
government put in place a series of res-
trictions in the days leading up to the
March 24 nationwide lockdown. On
March 20, Chief Minister Uddhav Thack-
eray imposed a lockdown in the Mum-
bai Metropolitan Region, Pune, Pimpri-
Chinchwad and Nagpur until March 31.
Suddenly, in just a few hours, lakhs of
migrant workers living in the city found
themselves without work. To make mat-
ters worse, there was little or no guaran-
tee that they would get basic amenities
such as food and water. This forced
thousands of migrant labourers to #ock
to the city’s major train termini — the
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus and the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus —
as well as train and bus terminals in oth-
er cities. Following the Chief Minister’s
announcement, the Railways operated
14 special trains on March 20 and 21,
eight of them from Mumbai, to various
destinations such as Patna, Howrah, Da-
napur, Gorakhpur, Manduadih and Bal-
harshah. Long-distance passenger ser-
vices were initially shut only on March
22 on account of the Janata Curfew. Ho-
wever, the suspension of services was
extended to March 31 and then to April
14 after the Prime Minister announced
the lockdown. Shahrukh Malik, a driver
of Ola and Uber cabs, said: “Had we
known this was going to last this long,
we would have gone home much earlier
and returned after two-three months.” 

Worse was to follow. City-based civic
organisations were #ooded with dis-
tress calls from workers across the city,
who were in dire need of food. Sadrul
Sheikh’s phone has been ringing con-
stantly for a week. He and his team,
spread across the city, are part of the
Jharkhandi Ekta Sangh. “We have man-
aged to give ration to only 1,200 people.
This is a fraction of the number of peo-
ple who need help at the moment. With
each passing day, the calls increase. I
am now getting around 1,000 calls ev-
ery day,” he said.

According to the 2011 Census, Maha-
rashtra has the highest number of mi-
grants in the country (2.3 million). But
activists say that the Census fails to cap-
ture seasonal migration that occurs for
around four to "ve months. For 20-year-
old Digambar Rai, the last week has
been a nightmare. He arrived in Mum-
bai from Jharkhand on March 21 in the
hope of earning for a few months before
returning home. He had no idea about
the lockdown; he was told that he could
earn around !400 a day as a construc-
tion worker. “I have not even worked a
day, so I have no money. I am struggling
to get ration. I am relying on other work-
ers from Jharkhand to help me,” he said.

According to Raghav Mehrotra, a re-
searcher at Aajeevika Bureau, an organ-
isation that works with migrant labour-
ers, what connects all the migrant
workers in the region now is that they
have all lost their jobs and wages. “In
the communities that we work in, mi-
grant workers typically work in small
garment workshops. They stay at the
site of work and rely on local dhabas for
their daily food. We have managed to
get them basic ration by transferring
money to their nearest grocer, but cook-
ing the food is a real challenge,” he said. 

Many migrant workers have banded
together to ask for help. Manas Raut
from Odisha lives and works in Rabale
on the outskirts of the city. Raut said he
and 70 other workers from his State
were provided aid after they sent a dis-
tress call on the Internet. Many set up
their own helpline numbers. “None of

our employers have been in touch with
us. We are struggling to make both ends
meet during this lockdown,” he said. 

The lockdown has also exposed the
lack of a safety net for migrant workers.
For instance, many construction work-
ers found that they were not eligible to
receive funds under the Building and
Other Construction Workers’ Welfare
Fund. Gopal said several contractors he
knew had left for their homes after rea-
lising that there was going to be no busi-
ness. “None of them have picked up my
phone in the last one week,” he said. 

A shelter for nobody
In Uttar Pradesh, 10 days after the
Prime Minister’s announcement, facili-
ties such as the Jaypee Sports Complex
on the Yamuna Expressway, the largest
of its kind created by the U.P. govern-
ment in Gautam Buddh Nagar to pro-
vide shelter to migrant workers possibly
stranded in the sprawling district, lay
vacant. The complex has the capacity to
accommodate 2,000 people.

Sprawled over approximately 12
acres en route to Agra, the camp con-
sists of an estimated 57 large tin sheds,
some designated ‘family sheds’, all
lined with wooden panels to protect oc-
cupants from the sweltering summer.
The sheds have mats with clean white
sheets, bedding, sanitation and potable
water facilities. There are separate toi-
lets for men and women. What the com-
plex lacks since it became ready on
March 30 is something very signi"cant:
the very people for whom it exists.

“No one is coming here. What can be
done about it? It looks like all of them
have left. But when the administration
decided to set up this camp it must have
done so based on some logic,” said an
o$cial associated with the upkeep of
the camp, the largest among the 28
created over 60 kilometres between the
U.P border, which commences at Noida,
and Jewar, where India’s largest airport
is scheduled to come up. The State ad-
ministration had sought to put arrange-
ments in place to provide shelter to
6,050 migrant workers according to an
order issued on March 29 evening.

These measures, in addition to ap-

peals made by the Chief Ministers of
U.P. and Delhi and the Prime Minister
himself, seemed to have been too little
too late. Most such shelters in the Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar district, sources in
the U.P government familiar with deve-
lopments in this regard said, were eith-
er vacant or had “very thin occupancy”.
In the capital, though there was signi"-
cant occupancy at such shelters, food
arrangements could only be made in-
crementally over several days. 

A trickle and then a deluge
On the night the Indian Railways an-
nounced that all passenger trains would
be suspended, there was a trickle of mi-
grant workers — most of them daily
wage earners who no longer had the
means to sustain themselves and the fa-
mily members accompanying them.
The trickle turned into a deluge at cer-
tain points by March 28 — places in
Anand Vihar in Delhi bordering U.P.’s
Ghaziabad; in Manesar, Faridabad and
Gurugram in Haryana; and in Noida and
Greater Noida in U.P.

While a majority of the migrants were
seen boarding buses already over#ow-
ing with passengers, hoping against
hope to reach their homes hundreds of
kilometres away, others, sources in the
government said, had walked endlessly
on highways linking States before the
borders were sealed. They walked along
the banks of the Yamuna river, through
the wilderness of U.P., and through un-
used railway tunnels before being told
that the borders were shut. 

Those who had tried and failed, over
two consecutive days when the lock-
down was eased in U.P., to "nd any
means of travelling home returned to
their rented accommodations to live a
life of uncertainty. Some from States
such as Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pra-
desh and West Bengal, located far away
from the NCR, decided to stay back.
“We "rst thought of going. Even if the
trains were not operational we thought

we would take buses. We packed our
bags and went to Zero Point because
our family begged us to try and travel
somehow as things seemed to be getting
worse. But there were no buses except
to Agra and they were mostly full. It
would have taken us weeks to get to Kol-
kata. So we came back,” said Pradeep
Haldar, employed as a security guard in
Greater Noida. 

“Did you see what they (the police)
are doing to people looking for buses? I
shudder to think how many times they
will beat my husband and me if we try
going to Ranchi. And what for anyway —
getting on those crowded buses will ex-
pose us to the risk of contracting the in-
fection,” said Manju Kumari, a resident
of Jharkhand, employed as a house help
in Greater Noida’s Omega-I. 

On March 28 morning, a Saturday, Ze-
ro Point on the Yamuna Expressway was
packed with migrant workers who
chose to put their urge to reach home
above the need to practise social dis-
tancing lest they contract SARS-CoV-2.
They were there as the district adminis-
tration had announced that 200 State-
run buses had been arranged to ferry
commuters to various locations in the
rural parts of U.P. every two hours from
the area. Bound mainly to Agra, Aligarh
and Lucknow, migrant workers and
their families thronged to the location
to try their luck at boarding any vehicle,
en route home, till midnight.

Manish Kumar, who was employed at
a factory in Kasna and was among the
hundreds seeking to inch closer home,
in his case to Kanpur, said: “Any form of
transport which takes me anywhere
close to my destination from here will
do at this point. I’m going to die soon
anyway. If I stay here it will be of hun-
ger; there is no one here to even beg for
food. Everyone’s pockets are empty. If I
contract the infection I can at least die
on my own soil.” 

Families carrying whatever they
could get their hands on before under-

taking their journey lined the boundary
wall of the highway as small groups of
civil society volunteers o%ered them ve-
getable biryani, sealed cups of water
and hand sanitiser.

Animesh Kumar, an out-of-work fac-
tory hand who sought to travel to his
home in Bihar’s Munger, was among
them. “Things are really bad here. You
know what is happening; then why do
you keep asking? I’ve told you I’m on
my way. I have nowhere else to go, I will
come home soon, trust me,” he assured
his mother over the phone as he broke
down. “They should have allowed us to
come here two days ago,” he com-
plained when asked what was wrong
and if he needed any assistance. “For
two days — "rst in the morning and then
in the evening — I tried to come here so I
could catch a bus or use any other
means to go home. The police beat me
every time I tried to reach the express-
way on both days. I will get on any bus,
any vehicle; I’ll start walking from whe-
rever it drops me,” he said.

After many hours, having realised the
futility of their e%orts, many decided to
return to their rented accommodation.
Anand Kumar, who operates a pan shop
in the Alpha-I area near the transit hub
of Pari Chowk, was engaged in an ani-
mated discussion with his roommates
Sunil Kumar Gupta and Gupta’s sibling,
Anil. “They are charging !1,000-!2,000
per passenger and the buses themselves
are jam-packed. Where will you people
sit? What if you get infected,” he asked
the Gupta siblings.

At the end of a four-hour-long wait,
Sunil and Anil decided to abandon their
e%ort to "nd a ride. According to a pol-
ice o$cial deployed on duty near the
point, they were not among the “fortu-
nate” ones who had been able to "nd
transport till midnight on Saturday.
“What’s the point of being stuck with
nothing on either side of Zero Point,”
Sunil asked. “Let’s go back home,” he
told Anil and Anand as they began their
"ve-km-long walk back “home”. 

On Monday morning, as strict enfor-
cement of the lockdown returned to the
area, the same police personnel who
were trying their best to assist migrant
workers board the buses used their ba-
tons and sticks to “persuade” hapless
migrant workers to go to shelter homes. 

As those like Ram Kumar and his fa-
mily of seven, who had travelled from
Manesar and could reach Zero Point in
Greater Noida only on Monday morn-
ing, sought to try their luck, Sunil and
Anil were busy persuading their lan-
dlord against throwing them out since
they would be late with the rent this
month. “We were able to convince him;
both of us pooled in some money. It
looks like it will be enough to tide us
through the lockdown till April 14,” Su-
nil said on Thursday, almost a week af-
ter he tried — and failed — to keep his

promise to his mother that he would re-
turn home.

Not quarantined 
U.P. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in-
structed o$cials to prepare a list of mi-
grants who had started moving into the
State last week. He said they must be
identi"ed, medically inspected and put
under home quarantine if they were
suspected of having the virus. 

However, o$cials on the ground "nd
it di$cult to contain the people in these
quarantine homes. In districts like Sul-
tanpur, Rae Bareli, Hapur, Hathras and
Azamgarh, the police have lodged cases
against people for jumping quarantine.
In Sultanpur, 26 persons of a 115-capac-
ity quarantine home #ed after jumping
from the second #oor of the building us-
ing a bedsheet. All of them were later lo-
cated. In Lakhimpur Kheri, a Dalit man
who had returned from Gurugram was
found hanging in the "eld after the pol-
ice allegedly beat him up for jumping
quarantine. The matter is under probe.
In Hathras, the quarantined persons
gave the panchayat secretary the slip
when he left the premises after dinner.

While a number of migrants said they
underwent thermal screening at the bus
station of their native district when they
deboarded, many slipped under the ra-
dar. A group of migrants from Sitapur
district returning from Gurugram on
March 29 said they went straight to their
homes without getting screened as they
arrived in the wee hours. “Our bus ar-
rived at 3:30 a.m. There was nobody
there,” said Shivpal Singh. No o$cial
approached him either, he said. Anoth-
er migrant in Gorakhpur district narrat-
ed a di%erent story, however. After
reaching his village, the locals forced
him to get a medical test done before al-
lowing him entry, even though he didn’t
show any symptoms, he said. As a bar-
gain, he later decided to stay under qua-
rantine in his house and not at the prim-
ary school built outside the village.

As e%orts to control the pandemic
continue, U.P. has witnessed a sharp
rise in "gures over the past week, coin-
ciding with the entry of migrants and
the revelation of the Tablighi Jamaat
event in Delhi. 

Meanwhile, in Mumbai, apart from
the pandemic and the economic situa-
tion it is a bleak future that worries peo-
ple. For the construction workers of
Mumbai, the peak season consists of the
months of March, April and May as con-
struction activity stops once monsoon
starts to set in. With most of the season
lost in the crisis, several workers will
have to head back home. Digambar,
who had come to the city in hopes of
earning some extra money, said that he
would be taking the "rst train back. Go-
pal agreed with him. “There is no ques-
tion of staying back. The city will be half
empty once the trains start,” he said. 

Migrant workers begin to walk to Madhya Pradesh from Mumbai. (Below): Migrants from Delhi in Lucknow. * ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY/ PTI

The long march to uncertainty 
Blamed for leaving their homes in de!ance of the lockdown, hungry, and cash-strapped, migrants struggle in packed shelters, while those who managed to reach their
native places face hostility. Ajeet Mahale, Jatin Anand and Omar Rashid report on their plight 


























































































































Read the article below and note the various issues faced by migrant 
labourers.
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“Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan has ap-
pealed to patients and their
families not to create any
obstacle and allow the med-
ical sta! to discharge their
duties. He is concerned
about the violence against
medical sta! being reported
from various part of the
country,” Mr. Agarwal said.

Dr. Vardhan visited Dr.
RML and Safdarjung Hospi-
tals, on Friday, to review
preparations to tackle the
COVID-19 outbreak. At RML
Hospital, the Minister visit-
ed the "u corner, emergen-

cy care center, trauma
centre and corona screen-
ing centre while at Safdar-
jung he took reviewed facili-
ties available at the super
speciality block which has
been converted into a CO-
VID-19 isolation manage-
ment centre, with 400 isola-
tion and 100 ICU beds.

Meanwhile, the Home Mi-
nistry launched two more
COVID-19 related helpline
numbers —1930 (all India
toll free number) and 1944
(dedicated to Northeast) in
addition to the existing se-
ven.

Coronavirus death toll
touches 62 in India

decided that female sta!
would not attend to them.

Fuzail Ayyubi, one of the
members of the legal team
of the Tablighi Jamaat, said,
“Their alleged behaviour is
condemnable in any civil so-
ciety. However, we are try-
ing to ascertain whether
they really attended the
congregation. The Jamaatis
are not known to indulge in
such behaviour,” he said. 

Manish Mishra, Superinten-
dent of Police (City), Ghazia-
bad told The Hindu, that the
complaint was against six Ja-
maatis who were picked up
from the Masuri area of Gha-
ziabad. 

Shailendra Kumar Singh
ADM (City) said the six per-
sons, including the one who
has tested positive, have
been shifted to another qua-
rantine facility. It has been

NSA to be !led against 6
for harassing nurses 

Opposition leaders ex-
pressed disappointment ov-
er Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s latest video message
of asking citizens to light
lamps in their homes on Sun-
day. Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor called him a “show-
man and a photo-op Prime
Minister”.

“Listened to the Pradhan
Showman. Nothing about
how to ease people’s pain,
their burdens, their #nancial
anxieties. No vision of the fu-
ture or sharing the issues he
is weighing in deciding about
the post-lockdown. Just a
feel-good moment curated
by India’s photo-op PrimeMi-
nister!” tweeted Mr. Tharoor.

In a series of tweets, form-
er Union Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram questioned
why the government had not
announced a second #nan-
cial action plan even as the
lockdown entered the tenth
day. He said every working
person — from business per-
sons to daily wage earners —
expected Mr. Modi to an-
nounce steps to arrest the
economic slide and restart
the engines of economic
growth. 

“Dear Prime Minister, We
will listen to you and light di-
yas on April 5. But, in return,
please listen to us and to the
wise counsel of epidemiolo-
gists and economists..Sym-
bolism is important, but se-
rious thought to ideas and

measures is equally impor-
tant”, he said.

‘Prices being hiked’
The Congress, in an online
media brie#ng, also claimed
that the supply chain for
transporting essential com-
modities had nearly col-
lapsed and prices have sky-

rocketed in the past 10 days.
Congress spokesperson

Pawan Khera said, “Of the 12
million kirana [grocery]
stores of the country, only
2.5 million are open. The rest
are shut because of disrup-
tion of supplies of essential
commodities. The Centre’s
intervention is a must. The

MGNREGA workers,” he
said.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury didn’t di-
rectly comment on Mr. Mo-
di’s call to light lamps but tar-
geted the government over
inadequate health infras-
tructure in rural India.

“When public money is
wasted on vanity projects
like statues, bullet trains, PR
campaigns & personality-
promotion, no surprise that
health infrastructure has
further crumbled under this
govt. Its priorities over past 6
years have been laid bare by
the #COVID19 crisis. Poor
will su!er as more distrac-
tions are mounted. Rectify
immediately,” he said on
Twitter.

tomato, which is available in
the mandi at $18 a kg, be-
comes $50 to $60 a kg for the
consumer. Likewise, the po-
tato, which is available in the
mandi at $16 a kg becomes
$50,” he added. 

CPI general secretary D.
Raja said people expected
the Prime Minister to come
out with substantial mea-
sures to guard them against
COVID-19 as well safeguard
the economic interests of the
migrant workers and daily
wage earners.

“He could have an-
nounced full ration for the
migrant workers or wages to

Modispeak is disappointing, says Opposition
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor calls him a ‘photo-op Prime Minister’; Left parties seek concrete steps to tackle pandemic
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Taking note of the problems
faced by the homeless, the
unemployed and the weak-
er sections of society during
the COVID-19 crisis, Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind said
on Friday that the country
would have have to be extra
sensitive towards their
needs and ensure nobody is
left hungry.

Stating that people had
set an example by “showing
exemplary courage, disci-
pline and solidarity in the
#ght against the COVID-19
pandemic”, the President
expressed concern over two
incidents — the gathering of
migrant workers in Anand
Vihar and the congregation
of Tablighi Jamaat in Niza-
muddin — that caused a set-
back to the e!orts.

Speaking with the Gover-
nors and Lieutenant Gover-
nor (L-Gs) in a video-confe-
rence, the President asked

them to deliberate upon the
ways and means to help the
poor and needy. 

Vice-President M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu also took part.
He suggested that voluntary
organisations could be
roped in to help.

The meeting also deliber-
ated upon reports of doc-
tors, health workers and
police personnel coming
under attack in some parts

of the country. “In the con-
ference, there was unanimi-
ty that there is no scope for
laxity or complacency in
#ghting the invisible enemy.
In this context, the Presi-
dent noted with concern the
incidents of attacks on doc-
tors, health workers and
police personnel in some
parts of the country,” a
statement from the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan said.

Ensure that basic needs 
of poor are met: President
Kovind condemns attacks on doctors, health workers

Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

Showing the way: President Ramnath Kovind in a video
conference with Governors and Lieutenant Governors on
measures to combat COVID-19. * ANI
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On the draw SURENDRA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s call for switching o!
electric lights at homes
across the nation for nine
minutes at 9 p.m. on April 5,
as a mark of demonstrating
a collective will to #ght the
COVID-19 pandemic, has
prompted energy authori-
ties to swing into action. 

The Power System Opera-
tion Corporation (POSOCO),
which runs the national
load despatch centre, got in
touch with all the regional
load despatch centres,
which, in turn, asked consti-
tuent-States to prepare
plans for managing the pow-
er supply position in their
States for the purpose. This
led senior o%cials of the Ta-
mil Nadu Generation and
Distribution Corporation
(Tangedco) and Transmis-
sion Corporation (Tantran-
sco) to discuss details of the
plan that was being #nal-
ised, one of the o%cials
said. 

Mr. Modi’s call pertains
only to the domestic lighting
load and does not cover
electricity consumption by
the domestic category on
account of use of refrigera-
tors or air-conditioners or
television sets, the o%cials,
who spoke on the condition
of anonymity, observed. 

Energy industry o%cials
added that the move is not
likely to cause any major
disruption in the power dis-
tribution system.

As a thumb rule, lighting
constitutes 50% of the dom-
estic sector’s overall load.

If you take Tamil Nadu,
for instance, the share of
domestic consumers in ov-
erall electricity consump-
tion is about 18%. At the all-
India level, it is 24%, accord-
ing to “Energy Statistics
2019,” a document pu-
blished by the Union Minis-
try of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation.

This is why the situation is
manageable, point out the
experts.

Even now, the ongoing 21-
day lockdown has resulted
in a perceptible reduction in
peak demand. Compared to
the country’s evening peak
demand of about 1.56 lakh
megawatt (MW) a month
ago, the present demand ac-
cording to the POSOCO is
about 1.2 lakh MW.

In the wake of the Prime
Minister’s call, the demand
may go down by a maxi-
mum of 20,000 MW during
the nine-minute period. In
India, the evening peak de-
mand is measured at what is
recorded at 7 p.m. every
day.

An o%cial said that Tamil
Nadu may see a maximum
drop of 2,000 MW in de-
mand during the nine-mi-
nute-period, after which
there would likely be a
surge. Regulating the opera-
tion of several distribution
feeders and keeping ready
hydel reservoirs (which can
generate 650 MW almost in-
stantaneously) and gas-po-
wered stations were among
the measures being planned
by the Tangedco. 

One more reason for the
assessment of the experts is
the presence of an all-India
grid, which comes handy in
transferring power seam-
lessly from one region to
another and maintaining
the frequency of the coun-
try’s power network at
about 50 Hz. 

After PM’s call, energy
authorities make plans
‘Unlikely to disrupt power networks’
T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

An all-India grid helps in
transferring power
seamlessly, say o!cials.

In a major relief for New
Delhi Television Limited
(NDTV), the Supreme Court
on Friday quashed an in-
come tax re-assessment not-
ice issued by revenue auth-
orities against the premier
news broadcasting
company.

Though the Income Tax
department had accused
NDTV of “round-tripping”
#nances in connection with
a July 2007 issuance of step-
up coupon bonds amount-
ing to $100 million through
its U.K. subsidiary, the Su-
preme Court stood #rm to
hold that the revenue auth-
orities failed to show that
the channel did not make a
“full and true” disclosure of
its income for the assess-
ment year 2008-09. 

“In our view the assessee
(NDTV) disclosed all the
primary facts necessary for
assessment of its case to the
assessing o%cer. What the
revenue urges is that the as-

sessee did not make a full
and true disclosure of cer-
tain other facts… We are of
the view that the assessee
had disclosed all primary
facts before the assessing of-
#cer and it was not required
to give any further assis-
tance to the assessing o%cer
by disclosure of other facts.
It was for the assessing o%c-
er at this stage to decide
what inference should be
drawn from the facts of the
case,” the Supreme Court
Bench of Justices L. Nages-
wara Rao and Deepak Gupta
held in its judgment. 

The court held that NDTV
had disclosed the fact “that
step-up coupon bonds for
$100 million were issued by
NNPLC (the U.K. subsidi-
ary). 

However, the court found
that the Revenue had su%-
cient reasons to believe that
undisclosed income of the
assessee escaped assess-
ment, and therefore, there
were grounds to issue the
notice in question. 

Supreme Court quashes
I-T case against NDTV 
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

More than 5,000 indivi-
duals and over 15 organisa-
tions around the world
have pleaded that the im-
peding arrest of activist-
academics Anand Tel-
tumbde and Gautam Nav-
lakha be delayed in light of
the COVID-19 pandemic as
their health could be put at
risk.

The activists were recog-
nised for their life-long ad-
vocacy for the rights of the
marginalised, a statement
said.

Signatories include Pro-
fessors Angela Davis, Cor-
nel West, Jean Dreze, Suk-
hadeo Thorat, Zoya Hasan
and Noam Chomsky; wri-
ters and artists such as
Arundhati Roy, Aparna Sen
and T. M. Krishna. The
statement was organised
by India Civil Watch-Inter-
national, a transnational
democratic and civil rights
advocacy group. 

‘Delay arrest
of Teltumbde,
Navlakha’
Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

The noti#cation of domicile
rules for the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir has
the Jammu unit of the BJP
worried and upset, as it not
only loosens the criteria of
who can claim domicile but
also keeps lower level jobs
reserved for locals and high-
er level jobs open for all. 

The local unit has "agged
these concerns with the par-
ty’s national leadership and
also with Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah. “According to
what we gathered from the
noti#cation, only Group D
jobs will be reserved for lo-
cals, while others are open
for all. We have been told
that the provincial services
board will take care of some
levels of hiring keeping lo-
cals in mind, but that is just
oral assurance, the noti#ca-
tion itself does not reassure
us,” said a senior Jammu BJP
leader. 

“This [the noti#cation]

means that all the higher le-
vel jobs are out of the pur-
view of reservation for dom-
iciles, also the 15-year
threshold for claiming domi-
cile means that anyone who
comes in to work in J&K and
stays on for 15 years, their
children, if they stay here,
will be considered for domi-
cile,” said a source. 

Speaking to The Hindu,
BJP general secretary Ram
Madhav, who has been han-
dling Jammu and Kashmir
for the party for a long time,
said there were issues that
the Jammu unit of the party
had "agged, and that “their
fears are valid.” He said Mr.
Shah had been apprised of
the concerns raised.

Jammu BJP raises concern
over domicile rule with Shah
Nistula Hebbar 

NEW DELHI

The J&K police’s warning to
locals against criticising and
“instigating” people over
the domicile laws drafted by
the Centre has been
rebu!ed by regional parties
here. National Conference
provincial president
Devender Singh Rana on
Friday described the

domicile law as “unjust, and
betrayal of educated
unemployed youth” and
spoke of “consequences”.

Peoples Democratic
Party spokesperson Tahir
Sayeed said, “If the people
of J&K are not happy with
this Tuglaqi farman (diktat),
it’s their fundamental right
to express displeasure in a
democratic way.”

Regional parties rebu"
J&K police’s warning 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Srinagar

Rejecting Home Minister
Amit Shah’s allegation that
the Congress is playing par-
tisan politics over CO-
VID-19, senior Congress
leader Anand Sharma said
that the party is only con-
structively engaged. 

Mr. Shah in a tweet on
Thursday had accused the
Congress of playing petty
politics. “High time they
think of national interest
and stop misleading peo-
ple,” he had tweeted. 

Mr. Sharma said that
such allegations were com-
pletely baseless, and that
the Congress, as a respon-
sible and mature Opposi-
tion, has national interest
at its heart. “Giving critical
inputs or recommenda-
tions should not be mis-
construed by the govern-
ment. They should take it
in the right spirit,” he said
adding that the govern-
ment should adopt whatev-
er suggestions could be act-
ed upon.

Take criticism
in right spirit,
says Congress
Special Correspondent

New Delhi 
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The administration has ta-
ken action against such per-
sons in across districts in-
cluding Hathras, Sultanpur,
Lakhimpur Kheri, Rae Bare-
li, Sitapur, and Azamgarh.
Returning workers are being
kept in primary schools or
other buildings outside vil-
lages for a designated pe-
riod before being allowed
home.

In Rae Bareli on Thurs-
day, an FIR was lodged
against nine persons in Kub-
na village in Maharajganj
tehsil for escaping the isola-
tion centre built inside the
local primary school. 

In Rae Bareli, the district
magistrate also ordered
FIRs against 19 persons in
Salon, Deeh and Nasirabad
areas for escaping the qua-
rantine centres and not fol-
lowing “quarantine norms.”

Hathras police o%cials on
Thursday evening said they
had lodged a case against 29
persons under Sections 269
and 270 of the IPC and Sec-
tion 4 of the Epidemic Dis-
eases Act for allegedly es-
caping the quarantine
centre in Sarabar village in
Sadabad. 

Thirty-#ve persons were
kept at the quarantine
centre with some of them
coming there recently after
the huge in"ux of migrants
"eeing home from cities like
Delhi.

Police brutality
In Lakhimpur Kheri district,
police are probing the death
of a 25-year-old Dalit man
Roshan who was found
hanging in the #elds of his
village Thariya Pipriya on
March 31 three days after he
returned home from Gur-
gaon where he worked in a
power tower #rm. His fami-
ly alleged that he was threa-
tened and badly thrashed by
policemen for allegedly es-
caping from the local qua-
rantine centre, following
which he hung himself.

Roshan had left the qua-
rantine centre after his sis-
ter-in-law asked him to go to
local "our mill to grind the
grains, his brother Sipahilal
said in his police complaint.

Superintendent of Police,
Lakhimpur Kheri, Poonam

said Roshan was not present
at the quarantine centre
when the veri#cation was
going on. “He was roaming
outside the village,” she
said, adding that policemen
of Maigalganj had an alterca-
tion with him. Both consta-
bles have been sent to the
police lines while a circle of-
#cer is probing the matter,
Ms. Poonam added.

Con!icting statements
While Roshan’s family al-
leged that he had fractured
his arm in the police assault
and received other injuries,
Kheri police said in a state-
ment that no such injury
was found in the autopsy
and that the reason of death
was hanging.

Kranti Kumar Singh, a
political activist associated
with the Samajwadi Party,
questioned the credibility of
the police probe saying they
did not #le any FIR against
the constables. Mr. Singh
said locals had a video foot-
age showing injury marks
on Roshan’s body. “He left
hand was fractured and had
swelling marks on his hip
and right hand. That’s why
he wasn’t cremated but bu-
ried so that a fresh autopsy
can take place through a
court order after the lock-
down phase,” Mr. Singh
said.

Awanish Awasthi, addi-
tional chief secretary home,
said 40-50 persons had also
left the quarantine centre in
Hapur, adding that action
would be taken against o%-
cials for laxity. 

‘Practise yoga’
Mr. Awasthi appealed peo-
ple to not leave the quaran-
tine centres unnecessarily,
saying it was in their inter-
est, and even suggested that
people can pass time by
practicing yoga.

Brie#ng media on Friday,
Mr. Awasthi also said Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath in-
structed that the district
police chief and district ma-
gistrate would be held ac-
countable and action be ta-
ken against the concerned
karmacharis if people es-
cape from the quarantine
centres.

U.P. villages tense as
many skip quarantine 

Eye in the sky: A policewoman testing a drone used to check
gathering of groups during the lockdown in Prayagraj on
Friday. * AP
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COVID-19

A community e!ort: Civil Defence personnel distributing meals to daily wage labourers and the homeless at the Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas Vidyalaya Hari Nagar in New Delhi on Friday; medical students who returned from Bangladesh leaving for home after
completing their quarantine in Srinagar; police o!cials during a patrol in Bikaner; and Mumbai police in protective gear checking vehicles on the Western Express Highway in Kandivali. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR, NISSAR AHMAD, PTI & ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY

NEW DELHI SRINAGAR BIKANER MUMBAI

Twenty-three-year-old Rahul
V., an MBA student in East
London, !rst heard about
Air India "ights coming to
the United Kingdom from a
British government website
he has been tracking for the
past two weeks, ever since
India banned travel for pas-
sengers from the U.K. due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The
student from Hyderabad,
one of hundreds stranded in
the U.K., among the about
25,000 Indians stranded in
di#erent parts of the world,
says he felt let down when he
was informed that the "ights
would go back to India emp-
ty as the government has re-
fused to lift its strict ban on
any passengers, including
Indian citizens, to enter
India.

“The British government
is bringing its people home,
despite the pandemic, it’s
just sad that the Indian go-
vernment isn’t doing the
same,” he told The Hindu,
disappointed that despite
several "ights being operat-
ed to the U.K. from April 4 by
the national carrier, he can-
not return home on them. 

No change in rules
Indian missions in several
other capitals are facing si-
milar questions from thou-
sands of Indian citizens who
are stranded and need to re-
turn. Air India announced

on Thursday that it would
operate chartered "ights to
Paris, Frankfurt and London
for citizens of the U.K., Ger-
many, France, Canada and
Ireland. In Germany, dozens
of students recorded a video-

taped appeal to the govern-
ment, o#ering to pay full fare
if Air India "ights would ac-
cept passengers on the way
back. However, the govern-
ment says it will not change
its decision to not allow any
passengers, including In-
dians, to "y here from about
37 SARS-CoV-2-a#ected
countries, until the lock-
down ends, as it is due to, on
April 15.

“We are asking stranded
Indians to stay put wherever
they are in view of local res-
trictions as well as travelling
restrictions to and within In-
dia. This is good for their
own health and safety as
well as that of their family

and larger community,” a Mi-
nistry of External A#airs o$-
cial told The Hindu.

Among the Indians
stranded worldwide are stu-
dents whose universities are
shut down, business travell-
ers who were unable to re-
turn in time before the lock-
down, and tourists who
were stopped from boarding
when the Indian travel bans
went into place. The MEA
did acknowledge that some
of them had been stopped
wrongfully, as airlines read
the travel deadlines over-
zealously or misinterpreted
them, but pleaded helpless-
ness at changing the rules for
their return.

Signi!cant backlog
O$cials also point out that it
will take some days to clear
the backlog of passengers gi-
ven their numbers, depend-
ing on how quickly regular
commercial "ights will be al-
lowed to resume. Many of
the passengers will need as-

sistance as they have spent
money buying tickets on air-
lines that cancelled "ights
and are unable to a#ord
another full fare ticket. Final-
ly, there remain questions
about quarantine require-
ments for all those passen-
gers returning home, given
the limited quarantine ca-
pacity in India, and the Mi-
nistry of Health would have
to take a decision on wheth-
er they can return right after
the lockdown is lifted.

“Most of the students here
are desperate now, and have
no money. They are willing
to do any job, even if it
means catching the virus,
because they are struggling
to survive,” said Mr. Rahul,
one of the several students
The Hindu spoke to. 

Reaching out daily
On the Indian High Commis-
sion’s helpline, and social
media portals, several stu-
dents like Mr. Rahul call or
write in everyday, describing
their problems, including
details of ailing parents back
home, health problems they
have, trouble with the long
supermarket queues for
food, and di$culties in !nd-
ing accommodation. O$-
cials say they are coordinat-
ing their requests as much as
possible, and have had to
reach out to local NGOs and
food aid groups as well as In-
dian student associations to
help.

25,000 Indians stuck abroad,
but govt. wants them to wait
MEA says move is important to ensure safety of the ‘larger community’ 

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

No entry: The government said it would not allow passengers
to "y till the lockdown ends. * REUTERS

The government has sent
con"icting signals over the
question of foreign dona-
tions to the new Prime Mi-
nister’s Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency Sit-
uations (PM-CARES) Fund.

Initially, Indian ambassa-
dors were directed to mobil-
ise donations from abroad,
with SWIFT (Society for
Worldwide Interbank Finan-
cial Telecommunication)
code details made available
in order to accept such con-
tributions. However, the
Centre has now seemed to
take a step back, indicating
that foreign funds would be
accepted only from indivi-
duals and foundations, with
details of foreign donations
unavailable for now.

The PM-CARES Fund also
does not seem to have any
website with details of ob-
jectives, income and expen-
diture as yet, raising con-
cerns about its transparency
and accountability.

Repeated queries on
these issues sent to a senior
o$cial at the Prime Minis-
ter’s O$ce (PMO) remain
unanswered.

Public charitable trust 
PM-CARES is a public charit-
able trust launched on
March 28 as a “dedicated na-
tional fund with the primary
objective of dealing with
any kind of emergency or
distress situation, like the
one posed by the COVID-19
pandemic, and to provide

relief to the a#ected,” ac-
cording to the original press
statement. 

That statement, as well as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s !rst tweets on PM-
CARES, included both an
IFSC code as well as a SWIFT
code. However, the dona-
tion link on the PM’s website
now says that “account de-
tails for foreign donations
will be available in 2-3 days”.
Only the IFSC code is availa-
ble on the donation link.

Government sources now
say that the “PM CARES
Fund will simply accept do-
nations and contributions
from individuals and organi-
sations who are based in fo-
reign countries.” . They
pointed to an o$cial state-
ment in August 2018 that
contributions from “NRIs,
PIOs and international enti-
ties such as foundations
would be welcome.” 

While this seems to indi-
cate that the PM-CARES
Fund will not accept foreign
funds from governmental or
corporate sources, it does
seem prepared to accept un-
limited tax-free donations
from Indian corporates. 

Questions over foreign
donations for PM-CARES 
Income, expenditure details unknown 
Priscilla Jebaraj

New Delhi 

Indians were directed to
mobilise donations from
abroad with SWIFT code.

As part of India’s measures
to assist neighbouring
countries in dealing with
the COVID-19 pandemic,
six Navy ships have been
kept ready and !ve medi-
cal teams are on standby
for deployment to the Mal-
dives, Sri Lanka, Bangla-
desh, Nepal, Bhutan and
Afghanistan when re-
quired, the Defence Minis-
try said on Friday. 

“Twenty eight !xed-
wing aircraft and 21 heli-
copters of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) are on standby
at various locations across
the country for transport-
ing essential supplies,” the
Ministry said in a state-
ment. Its "eet is being used
to assist in transportation
of essential supplies, medi-
cines and medical
equipment.

The six naval ships with
medical teams and Hu-
manitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief kits onboard
are on standby for assis-
tance at Visakhapatnam,
Kochi and Mumbai, a de-
fence o$cial said.

Five viral testing labs at
armed forces hospitals,
which can carry out the
COVID-19 test, have been
made part of the national
grid, the ministry said. 

The armed forces are
running six quarantine fa-
cilities at Mumbai, Jaisal-
mer, Jodhpur, Hindon, Ma-
nesar and Chennai —
where 1,737 people have
been handled.

Six Navy ships,
medical teams
on standby
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Indian Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla on
Friday held a telephonic
discussion on the COVID-19
pandemic with the Secre-
tary General of the Euro-
pean External Action Ser-
vice, Helga M. Schmid. The
discussion came in the
backdrop of a large scale
evacuation of European
Union (EU) citizens from
major Indian cities over the
past week.

“They exchanged notes
on the situation and res-
pective e#orts to deal with
the COVID-19 pandemic in
the EU and India as well as
coordination in the frame-
work of G20, SAARC, etc,”
said a source familiar with
the exchange between the
two top diplomats. EU has
been part of India's global
dialogue to contain the cri-
sis. 

India and EU skipped a
summit in March as the CO-
VID-19 crisis exploded
across the world leading to
the suspension of interna-
tional travel. While several
major EU countries have
evacuated nationals from
India, Indian citizens conti-
nue to remain in major Eu-
ropean destinations as In-
dia has suspended
commercial air service and
declared that no citizen
will be evacuated without a
pre-"ight COVID-19 test.
Apart from the continental
Europe, a large number of
Indians remain stranded in
East European countries. 

COVID-19: EU
o!cial speaks
to Shringla 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The ongoing lockdown has
pushed pollution levels in
Delhi to a 5-year low and,
across India, the number of
cities that recorded ‘good’ on
the air quality index (AQI)
jumped from 6 — on March
16 — to 30 as on March 29, ac-
cording to data from the
Central Pollution Control
Board.

PM 2.5, the most danger-
ous pollutant, measured at
the pollution monitoring sta-
tion in Anand Vihar, New
Delhi, ranged from 16 g/m3 -
42g/m3 (microgram per
metre cubed) from March 25
to April 1, the !rst week of
the lockdown.

By comparison, PM 2.5
had ranged from 72-187g/m3

during the corresponding
period last year, and 72-
171g/m3 in 2018. 

In 2016, it spanned 49-
116g/m3, station data on the
website of the CPCB shows.

It wasn’t possible to com-
pare the air quality index,

which is a weighted average
of the contribution of several
pollutants, in this week from
that in previous years, as
such data wasn’t available on
the website.

Janata curfew report
The CPCB in a report on the
impact of the ‘Janata curfew’
on March 22, said that on the
day before, AQI was ‘Moder-
ate (101-250)’ in Delhi. 

“Overall, up to 44% reduc-
tion in PM10 levels was ob-
served in Delhi during March
22-23, 2020, compared to
previous day. The PM2.5 re-
duction was 8% on the cur-
few day but declined to 34%
next day owing to negligible
combustion activities on
March 22-23, 2020, in and
around the city,” the report
said. 

The key factor that trig-
gered the decline was the
number of on-road vehicles,
which contributed to a 51%
reduction in NOx levels and
a 32% reduction in carbon
monoxide levels during

March 22-23 as compared to
March 21.Unlike in the winter
months, Delhi and other re-
gions of the Indo Gangetic
Plains generally tend to have
better air quality in March,
aided by consistent wind and
sunlight, which help "ush
out pollutants. 

“The impact of meteoro-
logical factors was partially
favourable... however the re-
duction in air pollution can
be largely attributed to tran-
sport and commercial-indus-
trial restrictions,” the CPCB
said in its report.

Research studies have at-
tributed the key sources of
PM2.5 in summer to be: dust
and construction activities
(35%), transport sector
(20%) and industry (20%). 

Lockdown e"ect
During the lockdown PM10
and PM2.5 levels were re-
duced by about 35-40%. 

The cessation of indus-
tries contributed to this re-
duction by 10%, vehicles 10-
15% and dust another 10-15%,
the organisation calculated.

As on March 29, a total 91

cities were under ‘Good’ (0-
50) and ‘Satisfactory (51-
100)’ categories, with 30 ci-
ties with ‘Good’ AQI values.
However, Lucknow, Muzaf-
farpur, Kalyan, Guwahati
and Singrauli were under
‘Poor’ category during
March 25-28.

High emission levels in
Lucknow and Guwahati
were noted for PM2.5, attrib-
utable to ‘local’ combustion
related activities.

As on March 29, no city
was under ‘Poor’ AQI (251-
300) category.

Lockdown lifts Delhi’s air quality to a 5-year high 
CPCB data shows pollution fell with
cities recording a ‘good’ on AQI
Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI Bhopal-based 3B Blackbio
Biotech (I) Ltd. is going to
be the second Indian !rm
to produce real-time po-
lymerase chain reaction
(PCR) COVID-19 testing
kits, after securing the ap-
proval of the Centre on
April 2.

A subsidiary of KILPEST
India Ltd., the !rm’s pro-
duction capacity of 10,000
kits a day will give a leg up
to testing e#orts across the
country, after its kits were
cleared by the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search. So far, Pune-based
My Labs has been supply-
ing kits, besides imports
from the United States. 

Bhopal-based
"rm to make
testing kits
Staff Reporter

Bhopal

Amid the growing demand
for hospital ventilators due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
IIT-Roorkee has developed
a low-cost portable ventila-
tor in association with AI-
IMS-Rishikesh, which can
be manufactured for just
%25,000.

On Friday, the machine
was presented to more
than 450 companies and
several have expressed in-
terest in commercial pro-
duction, IIT-Roorkee said.
Named ‘Prana-Vayu,’ the
closed-loop ventilator can
deliver the required
amount of air to the pa-
tient, with an automated
process. controlling the
pressure and "ow rates. 

IIT-Roorkee
develops
ventilator
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

The !rst week of the nation-
wide lockdown, which has
left many facing job losses,
uncertainty over salaries,
forced isolation and stressed
households, has resulted in a
steep rise in violence against
women. The National Com-
mission for Women (NCW),
which receives complaints
from across the country, has

recorded more than a two
fold rise in gender-based
violence.

The total complaints from
women rose from 116 in the
!rst week of March (March 2-
8), to 257 in the !nal week of
March (March 23-April 1).
Complaints of rape or at-
tempted rape have risen
sharply from two to 13, while
cases of domestic violence
have increased from 30 to 69

over the same comparative
period. Simultaneously,
there has been an almost
three fold increase in police
apathy towards women’s
complaints, with the NCW
receiving 16 complaints on
the issue as compared to six
earlier.

Similarly, complaints re-
lating to the “right to live
with dignity” too have dou-
bled, rising from 35 cases to
77. 

Such cases could pertain
to discrimination on the ba-
sis of gender, class or caste

or all three of them
combined.

Activists believe that these
may only be the tip of the
iceberg, as many women will
not be able to reach out be-
cause of restrictions on
movement and lack of priva-
cy inside homes.

Jagori, a Delhi-based NGO,
which runs helplines for wo-
men victims of violence, has,
in fact, experienced a 50%
drop in calls.

“Women need to be at
ease to make calls for help,”
said Jaya Velankar, director,

Jagori. “They need privacy,
when they are certain that
they will not be discovered
by their family. But when the
entire family is at home, it is
di$cult for them to call the
helpline,” she added.

“Lockdown can’t mean
that you save me from a vi-
rus, but you expose me to
other forms of violence,”
said Senior advocate and wo-
men’s rights activist Vrinda
Grover. She said that groups
will be making a representa-
tion to Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on the issue.

Over two fold rise in domestic violence cases: NCW
There is also a threefold increase in
police apathy towards women’s plaints

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla on Friday wrote to
Chief Secretaries of all the
States and Union Territo-
ries, clarifying that inter-
State and intra-State move-
ment of all trucks and other
goods vehicles with one
driver and one additional
person had been allowed.

The drivers should have a
valid driving licence. If the
vehicle is empty, the in-
voice, way-bill and other re-
lated documents for deliv-
ery or pick up of goods
should be carried by them.
“The movement of driver
and one person from their
place of residence to truck
should also be facilitated by
local authorities,” said the
letter.

All movement of persons
with the passes issued by
the authorities concerned
will be subject to strict adhe-
rence to the norms for hy-
giene and social distancing
as required in the context of
COVID-19

Mr. Bhalla said as labora-
tories had been exempted
from lockdown restrictions.
The category includes the
testing laboratories in the
private sector for COVID-19
samples. The samples have
to be collected through va-

rious centres and then tran-
sported to the laboratories.
Therefore, the opening up
of temporary collection
centres, movement of lab
technicians and transporta-
tion of samples have also
been allowed. 

The production, ware-
housing and transport of es-
sential goods have been in-
cluded in the exemptions to
the lockdown measures and
the district authorities are
issuing individual passes to
the businesses covered in
the category. The State and
U.T. governments have been
advised to issue authorisa-
tion letters to companies
and organisations having
nation-wide supply chains
of essential goods. Issuance
of regional passes for easy
movement of critical sta#
and workers has also been
allowed, said the letter. 

Allow movement of
trucks, Centre tells States 
Ensure passage for driver, one person 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Ajay Bhalla


















SWIFT is global financial messaging service that enables financial institutions 
worldwide to send and receive information about financial transactions in secure, 
standardized and reliable environment. 
It is used to transmit messages relating to cross border financial transactions. 
It was founded in 1973 and is headquartered in La Hulpe, Belgium. 
It is a cooperative society under Belgian law owned by its member financial 
institutions with offices around the world. 
Globally over 11,000 financial institutions in more than 200 countries use services of  
SWIFT. 
SWIFT does not facilitate funds transfer, rather, it sends payment orders, that must 
be settled by correspondent accounts that institutions have with each other. 
On receiving this message through SWIFT, banks abroad, mostly branches of  
domestic banks abroad provide funds to the company. 
 
The AQI is an index for reporting daily air quality. 
 
It focuses on health effects one might experience within a few hours or days after 
breathing polluted air. 
AQI is calculated for eight major air pollutants: 
Ground-level ozone, 
PM10, 
PM2.5, 
Carbon monoxide, 
Sulfur dioxide, 
Nitrogen dioxide, 
Ammonia, 
Lead, 
Ground-level ozone and airborne particles are the two pollutants that pose the 
greatest threat to human health in India.

CPCB is a statutory organisation which 
was constituted in September, 1974 
under the Water (Prevention and Control 
of  Pollution) Act, 1974. 
It was entrusted with the powers and 
functions under the Air (Prevention and 
Control of  Pollution) Act, 1981. 
It serves as a field formation and also 
provides technical services to the 
Ministry of  Environment and Forests of  
the provisions of  the Environment 
(Protection) Act, 1986. 
Principal Functions of  the CPCB, as 
spelt out in the Water (Prevention and 
Control of  Pollution) Act, 1974, and the 
Air (Prevention and Control of  Pollution) 
Act, 1981 
to promote cleanliness of  streams and 
wells in different areas of  the States by 
prevention, control and abatement of  
water pollution. 
to improve the quality of  air and to 
prevent, control or abate air pollution in 
the country.
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The Mumbai police have pri-
ma facie found out that the
!rst person who died of CO-
VID-19 at Dharavi had come
in contact with around 10 Ta-
blighi Jamaat members who
had attended the gathering
of the sect in Delhi. The pol-
ice, Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation and health
o"cers will have to !nd out
every place they visited in
the city, including in Dhara-
vi, before they reportedly
left for Kerala if they test
positive.

On Wednesday, Dharavi
reported its !rst case, a 56-
year-old garment shop own-
er from Baliga Nagar, and the
person died on the same day.
On Thursday, a doctor from
Wockhardt Hospital living in
the area also tested positive.
He might have contracted
the disease from his hospital
as Wockhardt has so far re-
ported at least two con-
!rmed cases. A conservancy
worker who did not live at
Dharavi but had worked
there had also tested posi-
tive, leading to concerns ov-
er whether Dharavi would
become a hotbed.

In the case of patient 1, the
police believe that he had
come in contact with some

Tablighi Jamaat members.
Five men and !ve women
who came to Mumbai on
March 22 after attending the
meeting in Delhi had stayed

at Dharavi. The men stayed
at the local masjid, while the
women stayed in a #at
owned by patient number 1.
The police believe they left
for Kozhikode on March 24.

Three couples went by air
and the other two went “by
other means.” While the pol-
ice believe that the deceased
spent time with them, it is
not yet clear if any of them
have been tested positive.
The police are in contact
with their counterparts in
Kerala. 

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Zone V) Niyati Thaker
said, “It appears the de-
ceased had come in contact

with Tablighi members.
They left around March 24
and are suspected to have
gone to Kerala. It seems the
deceased provided them his
#at. It is possible that they
came in contact with several
residents of the area. Now
we have to trace each and ev-
ery person but for that peo-
ple need to co-operate.”

Assistant municipal com-
missioner of G North ward
Kiran Dighavkar said, “We

are trying to establish the
link of where the !rst patient
got the virus from. Things
will become clearer once the
reports of his close contacts
are in. If at all the people
coming from Delhi were car-
riers of the virus, we will
have to !nd out where they
ventured in the area or even
the city, who they came in
contact with and screen all
of them. It will be
challenging.”

Tablighi Jamaat link to death in Dharavi 
A 56-year-old garment shop owner tested positive from Baliga Nagar and died on Wednesday 

Staff reporter 

Mumbai

A hotspot: A man standing in front of his shanty at Shahu Nagar, Dharavi, on Thursday. * PRASHANT NAKWE

A directive from the Ministry
of Home A$airs (MHA) ask-
ing States to register crimi-
nal cases against foreign
members of the Tablighi Ja-
maat could prolong their
stay in India by up to !ve
years. 

On Friday, Joint Secretary
MHA Punya Salila Srivastava
reiterated that States have
been asked to register cases
against 960 blacklisted fo-
reigners and at “this stage
the question of deportation
does not arise” but whenev-
er it happens it will be done
as per health protocols. 

Police in a quandry
Police in di$erent States are
divided on registering cases
against the foreign members
under the Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2005, punishable
by up to two years and Sec-
tion 14 of the Foreigners Act,
1946, punishable by up to
!ve years.

Several police o"cers The
Hindu spoke to said there
was no point in arresting the
foreigners as their visas have
been cancelled, they have
been blacklisted, and as per
legal requirements they
would have to be deported
as soon as they are !t to
leave the quarantine
centres. 

According to a MHA state-
ment, from January 1, about
2,100 foreigners visited In-
dia for Tablighi activities.
Among those blacklisted are
360 foreigners linked to Ta-
blighi who have already left
India.

The 960 blacklisted fo-
reigners who are in present-
ly in India include four
Americans, nine British, six
Chinese, three French, 379
Indonesian, 110 Bangla-
deshi, 63 Myanmarese, 77
Kyrgiz, 75 Malaysian, 65

Thai, 33 Sri Lankan, 12 Viet-
namese and nine Saudi Ara-
bian nationals.

O"cers in Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh Police, however, in-
sisted that the foreign work-
ers will be arrested and sent
to jail. The police in Delhi re-
port directly to the MHA and
Uttar Pradesh is ruled by the
BJP. Uttar Pradesh Police has
registered 35 cases in 15 dis-
tricts under Section 14 of Fo-
reigners Act against the fo-
reign Tablighi members. 

Common FIR
A senior Delhi Police o"cer
told The Hindu that a com-
mon FIR has been registered
regarding the congregation
at Markaz (centre) in Delhi’s
Nizamuddin area in March
and any future arrests will
be made under it.

Police in Rajasthan, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Telengana,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Na-
du and Maharashtra — the
States where the foreigners
dispersed to from the Niza-
muddin Markaz in March,
have not registered any case
so far. A senior police o"cer
in M.P. said the police has lo-
cated about 68 foreign Ta-
blighis in and around Bhopal
and they had been placed in
a quarantine. 

“If MHA has cancelled

their visa and they are in
quarantine then we cannot
register any case against
them. Due to the ongoing
lockdown they have not
committed any crime. The
legal process is to deport
them as soon as they leave
the quarantine after all med-
ical check ups,” said the of-
!cer. 

Shifted to hospital 
A Tamil Nadu police o"cer
said 125 foreigners traced in
the State have been quaran-
tined in mosques and a few
who showed symptoms have
been shifted to hospitals.
“They will be served ‘leave
India notice’ after they come
out of the quarantine;
maybe cases can be regis-
tered against those who pro-
vide them logistic help,” he
added.

Former Uttar Pradesh
DGP Prakash Singh said if
their visas are cancelled
then they should be deport-
ed as soon as possible. 

“Government should give
priority in deporting them
and getting rid of them….re-
gistering a case means that
trial might go on for years. It
is essentially for public con-
sumption that government
is taking harsh measures,”
Mr. Singh said. 

Cases on foreign Tablighis 
can delay their exit: experts 
MHA directs States to book 960 blacklisted individuals 

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

At risk: People who attended the Delhi event being taken to 
a quarantine facility in Ahmedabad on Friday. * PTI

The Indore district adminis-
tration in Madhya Pradesh
on Thursday invoked the
National Security Act, 1980,
against four persons ac-
cused of instigating resi-
dents of a locality to throw
stones at health workers on
Wednesday. 

“We have arrested 13 of
the accused. The Act has
been invoked against four of
them,” Vivek Sharma, In-
spector-General of the Pol-
ice, Indore Zone, told The
Hindu. 

Pelted with stones 
A team of health workers,
revenue o"cials, anganwadi
workers, municipal o"cials
and policemen were visiting
the Tatpatti Bakhal area of
the city to trace the contacts
of a COVID-19 patient when
they were pelted with
stones, said a note issued by

the Collectorate. 
The administration in-

voked Section 3(2) of the Act
and passed an order to
move the four accused to
the Central Jail, Rewa.

“Such persons are not hu-
mans, they are enemies of
humanity. Attack on para-
medical sta$ and doctors,
who are risking their lives to
save people’s lives, will not
be tolerated,” Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said. 

On Wednesday, a case
was !led against unidenti-
!ed persons under Sections
353 (Assault or criminal
force to deter public servant
from discharge of his duty),
336 (Act endangering life or
safety of others), 145 ( Join-
ing or continuing in unlaw-
ful assembly, knowing it has
been commanded to dis-
perse) and 269 (Negligent
act likely to spread infection
of disease dangerous to life)
of the Indian Penal Code. 

NSA invoked against
four Indore residents 
Case relates to attack on health workers 
Staff Reporter 

Bhopal

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day asked the government
to respond to a petition
seeking free COVID-19 test-
ing facility at all laborato-
ries, including private ones.

A Bench led by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao issued not-
ice on a plea by Delhi resi-
dent Shashank Deo Sudhi,
who challenged the legality
of a March 17 advisory that
caps the price for testing for
the SARS-CoV-2 virus at
%4,500 in private labs and
hospitals.

Mr. Sudhi has argued that
the advisory was both dis-
criminatory and a violation
of the fundamental right to
life under Article 21 of the
Constitution.

“It is extremely di"cult
for the common citizen to
get himself/herself tested in
the government hospital/
labs and [there] being no al-

ternative in sight, the peo-
ple are constrained to pay
the capped amount to the
private hospital/labs for
protecting their lives,” the
petitioner contended. 

“The respondents are
completely insensitive and
indi$erent to the plight of
the common citizens of the
country who are already !-
nancially burdened on ac-
count of [being] completely
locked down with no possi-
bility of” the lockdown be-
ing lifted in the near future,
he added.

In the alternative, the pe-
titioner asked the court to
direct the government to
“ramp up the testing facili-
ties at the earliest, given the
escalating mortality and
morbidity rate across the
country”.

Mr. Sudhi said ideally the
tests should be conducted
under NABL-accredited
pathological laboratories. 

SC issues notice to govt.
on plea for free testing
Petition challenges price cap 
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has ex-
pressed concern over the
plight of migrant workers,
especially in the unorgan-
ised sector, during the lock-
down and asked the Union
government to respond by
April 7 to a petition demand-
ing that Central and State go-
vernments pay them mini-
mum wages.

A Bench led by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao, through vi-
deoconferencing, took a se-
rious note of a petition !led
by activists Harsh Mander
and Anjali Bhardwaj, who
said the declaration of the 21-
day national lockdown with-
out prior information “pre-
cipitated an unprecedented
humanitarian crisis” for mi-
grant workers, resulting in
their mass exodus to their

home towns.
The petition said the

Centre and the States
should, either jointly or sev-
erally, take responsibility to
pay migrant workers at least
a week’s wages for their sus-
tenance. 

The Bench took suo motu
cognisance of a letter sent by
Trinamool Congress MP Ma-
hua Moitra highlighting the
condition of hundreds of mi-
grants stranded without jobs
and essential items during
the lockdown that started

from March 24. It is an at-
tempt to enforce social dis-
tancing to prevent the infec-
tion from spreading among
the general population. 

Mass exodus 
However, shortly after the
lockdown declaration, a
mass exodus of panicked mi-
grant workers was wit-
nessed. They were moving
from the metros, where they
had come for work, to their
home towns. The govern-
ment has maintained that
the panic was caused by
'fake' news. The Disaster
Management Act, 2005,
mandates the Centre and the
States to pay compensation
to those who have su$ered
losses during a disaster. The
law requires the government
to prepare a national plan to
combat the disaster. 

Plea seeks minimum wages for migrant workers
SC expresses concern over their plight, asks Centre to respond by April 7

Perilous state: Workers from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
staying at a workshop at Mazgaon. * EMMANUAL YOGINI

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Six more men of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF), posted at the Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport in Mumbai,
tested positive for COVID-19
on Friday, taking the total
number of infected person-
nel to 11.

A total of 147 personnel

who shared the Panvel camp
with these men have been
isolated, and the entire Ka-
lamboli camp has been sani-
tised. “The !rst CISF person
to test positive has since re-
covered and his tests have
come negative,” CISF spokes-
person Hemendra Singh
said. The 11 personnel were
in a stable condition.

Panvel Municipal Corpo-

ration (PMC) Commissioner
Ganesh Deshmukh said that
after !ve CISF personnel
were found to be positive on
Wednesday, 147 of the re-
maining personnel at the Ka-
lamboli camp were isolated
at MGM Hospital. 

“Of the 146 tested, six
were found to be positive
and the remaining negative,
making a total of 11 CISF em-

ployees positive. Of the 11
positive, 10 are sta$ and one
is a helper. It is suspected
that they had contracted the
virus during an air-lifting op-
eration. Their routine in-
cluded going to work from
the Kalamboli camp to the
Mumbai airport and back to
the camp. Hence, we do not
see any other possibility of
contracting the virus. The

CISF camp has been sealed
and sanitised by us,” Mr.
Deshmukh said.

Konkan Divisional Com-
missioner Shivaji Daund said
the sta$ at MGM Hospital
would continue to be qua-
rantined there. “Two wings
in the hospital have been
dedicated to the CISF sta$
who have been quarantined
there,” he said. 

Six more CISF men at Mumbai airport test positive
The total number of infected personnel has gone up to 11; 147 inmates of Panvel camp isolated 

Special Correspondent 

Navi Mumbai
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Tradition has used the terms Vedas, Dharma, Truth, Su-
preme Being, etc, to indicate the moral excellence on which
the entire universe rests. So, the enquiry into the notions of
dharma and adharma has always existed. Many discussions
on the ethical code occur as expositions or quotations from
the Vedas, the Upanishads and the Smritis and so on in the
Bhagavata Purana. 

Among them, the one explained by Narada to Yudhishtira
after the brilliant narration of Prahlada’s devotion gains spe-
cial importance for many reasons, said Sri B. Sundarkumar
in a discourse. Yudhishtira requests the sage to explain the
nuances of Vedic dharma that are not explicit to all and are
well hidden like the root of the tree. For there could be none
better than Narada, who is exceptionally devoted to God, to
expound the subtleties of dharma. Then Narada begins to
explain the essence of dharma that he had imbibed from the
very source and fountainhead of dharma, the Lord. The
Lord says in the Gita: “I am the knowledge that is to be
gained from the study of all the Vedas; I am the creator of Ve-
danta and also the knower of the Vedas.” He is also beyond
the universe and He is the essence of Vedanta.

So what Narada teaches is the direct and authentic ver-
sion of the theory and practice of dharma as taught by Lord
Narayana. Dharma includes the universal laws of nature that
sustain the universe and its functions with precision as
much as the practices and duties that take care of the indivi-
dual and the society. It is central to human life and means
not only religious ideas and worship of gods, but moral con-
duct and righteous behaviour, truthfulness, duty, etc. There
is nothing higher than dharma for it is the path by which
man strives for release from samsara. 

FAITH

Path of dharma 5 Tree part !gure reproduced

(10)

6 Top advocate in city (5)

7 Monroe, say, with a basically

cool hairdo (7)

8 Without leader, group making

noise (6)

9 Thrash horse in pen (6)

14 Pressure on an emperor to

develop a particular empire

(6,4)

16 Ending anecdote with silence,

say (9)

17 A line about your old-

fashioned dignitary (6)

18 Country, not a large one (7)

20 Put an end to being jazzy —

leaves out perhaps an

ornament (7)

21 Old country with pricey,

lonely housing (6)

23 Suit and tie (5)

25 Finally completed an over (4)

15 Financial expert more positive

after change of rate (9)

16 Try a "avour (5)

17 With vacation starting off, knit

(5)

19 King’s photo gets strong

criticism (9)

22 Leaves one woman after

another (8)

24 Simply occupied by training in

public (6)

26 Drink, breathe, drunk (4,3)

27 Free-range eggs consumed

with aromatic herb (7)

28 Accomplishments native

scheme brought about (12)

! DOWN

2 Signi!cance of German city

church (7)

3 Teens seen rioting in this state

(9)

4 Do nothing during paid leave

(4)

(set by Vulcan)

! ACROSS
1 It is wavering in a frenzy state

(4,8)

10 English club magazine (7)

11 She "ies from Scandinavia to

Romania (7)

12 Quarters in a vessel where

dogs are kept (6)

13 Corrupt nationalist leader’s

government ending after 10

years (8)

THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12901
Log on to crossword.thehindu.com for more puzzles

Two deaths and 93 new CO-
VID-19 cases were reported
in Delhi on Friday, taking the
total number of deaths to six
and total cases to 386 in the
city, according to the Delhi
government.

This is the second highest
number of cases reported in
a single day so far in the city.

Of the 93 new COVID-19
positive cases, 77 are people
from a centre run by the Ta-
blighi Jamaat in Nizamuddin,
which has been evacuated
by the authorities.

A total of 259 people from
the centre have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 so far in
Delhi alone — this is 67.1% of

the total COVID-19 cases re-
ported in Delhi so far.

Till Thursday, Delhi had
293 cases of COVID-19.

Thursday, Wednesday,
and Monday had recorded
the biggest single-day jumps
till then in the city, with 141,
32 and 25 cases respectively.

“Of the two people who
died, one person is a 36-
year-old man from Tamil Na-
du and is connected to the
Markaz (centre) event. He
died on March 31 and his test
came positive today,” an o!-
cial said. The second person
is a 70-year-old man from

Delhi who died late on
Thursday night and he was
not connected to the Markaz
centre. “We are still tracing
how he got infected,” the of-
"cial said.

‘79% positive’
“All the people from the Mar-
kaz who have been taken to
hospitals (536) have been
tested and many of the re-
sults are still awaited. Till
now, 79% of them have test-
ed positive,” a Delhi govern-
ment o!cial told The Hindu.

They o!cial said the auth-
orities had also checked and
evacuated about 400 people
from other mosques in the
city, who had visited the
Markaz in March.

“From these people, the
ones with symptoms have
been moved to hospital and
others have been moved to
quarantine facilities. They
will be tested from tomor-
row and only then will we
know whether they are in-
fected or not,” the o!cial
said.

The government on Fri-
day launched a helpline to
provide updated informa-
tion. Introducing a COVID-19
helpline chatbot to provide
all information pertaining to
COVID-19, Mr. Kejriwal said,
“The government is issuing a
WhatsApp number today,
which will provide you with
all the information related to
the coronavirus.”

2 deaths, 93 new cases in Delhi
77 of the news cases are from the evacuated Tablighi Jamaat centre 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Rohit Kumar Singh, Additional Chief Secretary (Medical &
Health), steers the huge health workforce in Rajasthan, which
is toiling round the clock to tackle COVID-19 and control the
spread of the novel coronavirus. He discusses the strategies to
deal with the situation in an interview to Mohammed Iqbal
in Jaipur on Friday.

What are the special steps
the Medical & Health
Department is taking in
Rajasthan to tackle
COVID-19, which are
di!erent from other States?

! ‘Ruthless containment’,
which we have adopted at
the hotspots of infection, is
the key to controlling the
spread of coronavirus. Des-
pite the hardships, people
have accepted our strict deci-
sions, and are complying
with the guidelines. You have
to weigh what you want — pe-
ople’s comfort or spread of
the disease. We also went to

all households in the a#ected
areas for screening. For ex-
ample, we touched 40 lakh
people in the worst-a#ected
Bhilwara district, while the
"gure for the entire State is
4.16 crore.

Did the screenings lead to
identi"cation of COVID-19-
positive cases?

! After going to every indivi-
dual in Bhilwara district and
asking them about symp-
toms, we identi"ed 14,000
people who had in$uenza-
like condition. We kept track
of them and if anyone

showed the COVID-19 symp-
toms, along with a history of
contact or travel, he or she
was isolated. We have fol-
lowed a very structured stan-
dard operating procedure.

What is the purpose of the
11-day-long “all down
curfew”, which has started
in Bhilwara on Friday?

! We wish to cover every
person who might have been
left out. The "gure of recov-
ery of COVID-19-positive peo-
ple in Bhilwara is very encou-
raging. Of the 26 infected
persons, 17 have recovered.
The strategy is: Don’t let the
virus spread and treat the pe-
ople who are already infect-
ed. The government is work-
ing on both fronts.

Will the random sampling
also help prevent the

community spread?

! Because of the nature of
the disease, there might be
the people hovering around
in the sub-clinical stage.
They may not be showing

symptoms, but they are car-
riers. The community sam-
pling involves rapid test, in-
stead of a diagnostic
procedure. If there is a prob-
ability that someone is carry-
ing the virus, we start isolat-
ing them and go for
con"rmation.

After Bhilwara, the Ramganj
area in Jaipur has emerged
as a major hotspot. How are
you tackling the situation
there?

! Ramganj is our bigger wor-
ry now. The character of the
area is di#erent, as it is den-
sely populated and has small
and congested houses. Peo-
ple live there in close prox-
imity, and it is not possible
for them to maintain social
distancing. We have been
carrying out an intense con-
tact tracing there since the

"rst case was detected and
have asked the people to
keep distance from the sus-
pected cases. Only today,
two bus-loads of people were
sent to an isolation facility af-
ter being asked to live sepa-
rately for some days until the
disease settled down. The
good news from Ramganj is
that no COVID-19-positive
person has come up in the
170 tests we conducted since
Thursday.

Are Tablighi Jamaat
members who have
returned to their native
places or travelled to
di!erent towns after the
attending the Delhi event
emerging as a greater risk?

! Tablighi Jamaat members
are, indeed, a big risk. The
infection has emerged in the
districts such as Dholpur,

that the people gathered in
large numbers to get
screened at several places
when they were convinced
about the exercise.

Will the situation be under
control in Rajasthan by the
time the nationwide
lockdown is lifted?

! I believe the situation will
come under control, unless
an unforeseen incident like
the Nizamuddin centre’s in-
fection takes place. Before
the Tablighi Jamaat cases
were detected, we were rea-
sonably in control till April 1.
But these cases will be con-
trolled, as they are very de-
"ned and structured. We are
handling the entire of set of
Tablighi Jamaat members,
not just those who attended
the Delhi event, to be on the
safe side. 

Bharatpur, Churu and Tonk,
which were earlier una#ect-
ed. Tonk is a big hotbed now,
with 17 cases. But the saving
grace is that they have been
largely identi"ed. We have
persuaded them to give de-
tails about where they went
and whom they met. Our at-
tempt is to isolate them and
test them.

Were there some instances
of attacks on doctors and
health workers who went to
the a!ected areas in the
State?

! There were some instances
because of the emotional
and social issues involved in
this entire scenario. But the
situation has improved with
the protection given by the
police to the teams of the
Medical and Health Depart-
ment. I have received reports

INTERVIEW | ROHIT KUMAR SINGH 

‘Ruthless containment’ is key to controlling virus spread 
‘Despite the hardships, people have accepted our strict decisions, and are complying with the guidelines’ 

<> There were some

instances of attacks

on doctors because

of the emotional and

social issues

involved 

The Union Ministry of
Home A#airs (MHA) on Fri-
day approved the release
of %11,092 crore under the
State Disaster Risk Manage-
ment Fund (SDRMF) to all
the States to take measures
for containment of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The funds were allocat-
ed to the States on the re-
commendation of the 15th
Finance Commission.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot suggested to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday that the
Centre release %1 lakh crore
to tackle the pandemic and
the rami"cations of the 21-
day nationwide lockdown.

Following Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s video-
conference with Chief Mi-
nisters, “the Central
Government has released
in advance its share of the
"rst instalment of SDRMF
for the year 2020-21,
amounting to %11,092
crore, to augment funds
available with the State go-
vernments,” a statement
by the MHA said. 

Maharahstra which has
reported the highest num-
ber of cases has been allo-
cated %1611 crore. Kerala
with a higher number of
cases, however, has been
allocated %157 crore, lower
than most States, including
Uttar Pradesh which gets
%966 crore, Odisha %802
crore, Rajasthan %740
crore, Bihar %708 crore,
Gujarat %662 crore and
Madhya Pradesh %910
crore. 

The SDRF is the primary
fund available with the
States to meet the expendi-
ture of immediate relief to
the victims of disasters. 

States get
!11,092 crore 
for COVID-19 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

The countrywide lockdown
forced by the COVID-19 pan-
demic has left thousands of
migrant "shermen from
Andhra Pradesh stranded at
the Veraval "shing harbour
in Gujarat, one of the coun-
try’s largest. 

“More than 7000 "sher-
men, mostly migrant labour-
ers from Andhra Pradesh
and a few hundred from vil-
lages in Saurashtra region
are stranded at Veraval due
to the lockdown,” Ritesh Fo-
fandi, a community leader
and owner of Samudra Sea
Foods company, told The
Hindu from Veraval. 

They are stuck in their
boats that have been an-
chored at the harbour after
they returned from deep sea
"shing expeditions. 

According to Mr. Fofandi,
there are around 4500 "sh-
ing boats or trawlers at Vera-
val harbour on the Saurash-
tra coast. “Boat owners have
made arrangements for their
food, but the problem is that
all of them have to live on

the boats as there are no oth-
er arrangements to shelter
thousands of people,” he
said. 

Around 10-12 workers live
in a mid sized trawler, where
social distancing is impossi-
ble to maintain. They do
practically everything, from
cooking and eating to bath-
ing and sleeping, on the
boat. 

He said that these work-
ers can only go home after
train services resume. There
is no other means of tran-
sportation as their villages
are over 2000 km away.

When the government im-
posed the lockdown to con-
tain the spread of Coronavi-
rus epidemic, most of these
workers would have been in
mid seas. When they re-
turned to the harbour, eve-
rything was shut. 

“No "shing trips because
of lockdown, as "sh process-
ing has stopped. Transporta-
tion has been a#ected, no
ice is being produced to
store the "sh stock... the en-
tire supply chain has been
derailed,” a leading marine
food exporter from Overal-
luntry told The Hindu. 

Normally, migrant "sher-
men return to their native
places from May onwards
and come back in August for
the next "shing cycle. Fish-
ing activities are not allowed
during the monsoon. 

Gujarat, as the country’s
largest seafood producer,
draws thousands of mi-
grants, called “Madrasis” lo-
cally, from Vizianagaram,
Srikakulam and Visakhapat-
nam to work on mechanised
"shing trawlers from August
to April every year. 

Over 7,000 "shermen from A.P.
stranded in Gujarat’s Veraval 
They are stuck in their boats anchored at the harbour

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD

The !shermen had returned
from deep sea !shing
expeditions. 

Safe distance: Homeless labourers lining up to receive food being distributed at a gurdwara in Dwarka, Delhi, on Friday in 
view of the lockdown to control the spread of COVID-19. * V. V. KRISHNAN 
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Food for thought

COVID-19 patients should be
treated with care and com-
passion, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
said on Friday. She urged
doctors to provide a yeoman
service to them. 

The total number of coro-
navirus patients went up
from 34 to 38 in the past 24
hours in the State. 

Ms. Banerjee appealed to

people to come together and
stamp out the virus. O!cials
were running into resistance
while raising exclusive hos-
pitals for COVID-19 patients.
Hospitals were not too keen
to treat these patients.
“Please do not do this. The
job is to provide sel$ess ser-
vice. Do we expect that the
patients would not visit the
hospitals?” she said. 

“Even people are not let-
ting [the authorities] cre-

mate the bodies of the coro-
navirus victims. I am told by
experts that the deceased
cannot carry the virus..., ”
she said.

Ms. Banerjee said the go-
vernment had opened 206
quarantine centres, where
5,165 persons had been ad-
mitted. While 3,218 were dis-
charged, 1,892 were under
treatment. The Health De-
partment designated 59 hos-
pitals for COVID-19 patients. 

Treat patients with compassion: Mamata 
Special Correspondent

Kolkata
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WORLD

The U.S. recorded 1,169 CO-
VID-19 fatalities in the past
24 hours, the Johns Hopkins
University tracker showed
on Thursday, the highest
one-day death toll recorded
in any country since the glo-
bal pandemic began. 

The toll re!ected "gures
reported by the university
between 8:30 p.m. local time
on Wednesday and the same
time on Thursday. The grim
record was previously held
by Italy, where 969 people
died on March 27.

The U.S. has now record-
ed 6,069 coronavirus deaths
since the start of the pan-
demic. 

Globally, Italy has the
highest total death toll, with
13,915 dying of the disease
there, followed by Spain at
10,003.

The U.S. also recorded
more than 30,000 new cases
of COVID-19 in the same 24-
hour period, bringing the to-
tal number of o#cially re-
ported cases in the country
to more than 2,43,000, ac-
cording to Johns Hopkins.

The outbreak has snapped
the U.S.’ record-breaking hir-
ing streak of nearly 10 years,
while U.S. and European
medical workers struggling
to save ailing patients on Fri-
day watched supplies of
medicine, protective equip-
ment and breathing ma-
chines dwindle by the hour. 

Swift end 
Jobs numbers released in the
U.S. showed the virus dealt a
swift end to the nation’s 50-
year-low unemployment
rate, with employers report-
ing hundreds of thousands of
job cuts in March. 

The true picture, though,
is far worse, because the go-
vernment "gures do not in-
clude the last two weeks,
when nearly 10 million

thrown-out-of-work Ameri-
cans applied for unemploy-
ment bene"ts. 

Worldwide, con"rmed in-
fections surged past 1 million
and deaths topped 55,500,
according to a tally by Johns
Hopkins University. 

Europe’s three worst-hit
countries — Italy, Spain and
France — surpassed 30,000
dead, or over half of the glo-
bal toll. From those coun-
tries, the view remained al-
most unrelentingly grim, a
frightening portent for plac-
es like New York, the epi-
centre of the U.S. outbreak,
where bodies are being load-
ed by forklift into refrigerat-
ed trucks outside over-
whelmed hospitals. 

Shortages of critical
equipment led to "erce com-
petition among buyers from
Europe, the U.S. and elsewh-
ere. A regional leader in Pa-
ris described the scramble to

"nd masks a “worldwide
treasure hunt.” Governor
Andrew Cuomo warned that
New York could run out of
ventilators in six days. 

With infections spreading,
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency has asked
the Pentagon for 1,00,000
more body bags. 

In Florida, hundreds of
passengers on a cruise ship
where four people died were
"nally being allowed to dis-
embark after a days-long
stand-o$. More than a do-
zen critically ill patients
were taken to hospitals,
while people healthy enough
to travel were taken to the
airport for chartered !ights
home. 

One Spanish hospital
turned its library into an in-
tensive care unit. In France,
space was set aside for bo-
dies in a vast food market.
The French prime minister

said he is “"ghting hour by
hour” to ward o$ shortages
of essential drugs used to
keep COVID-19 patients alive. 

France cancelled its high-
school exit exam known as
the Baccalaureat, a "rst in
the 212-year history of the
test. 

Some glimmers of hope
emerged that Italy, as well as

Spain and France might be
!attening their infection
curves and nearing or even
passing their peaks in daily
deaths. 

Elsewhere in Europe, o#-
cials began talking tentative-
ly about how to lift lock-
downs that have staved o$
the total collapse of strained
health systems but also bat-

tered economies. 
Austria said it will set out a

timetable next week for what
could be “a slow start-up” of
closed parts of the economy.
The head of Germany’s na-
tional disease control centre
said he expects that any eas-
ing of the lockdown, which
this week was extended to
April 19, will be staggered. 

U.S. reports record 1,169 virus fatalities
Worldwide, con!rmed new coronavirus infections surged past 1 million and deaths topped 54,000 

Agence France-Presse
Associated Press

Washington

In short supply: Healthcare workers at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York demanding critical
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for personal safety and e!ective patient care. * REUTERS

Alphabet Inc’s Google has
published charts showing
how the coronavirus has
brought hard-hit Italy to a
standstill, led to runs on
grocery stores around the
world and prompted a stark
drop in movement of
people.

The analysis of location
data from billions of Google
users’ phones is the largest
public dataset available to
help health authoroities as-
sess if people are abiding
with government orders is-
sued to rein in the virus.

The reports on users’
movements in 131 countries
will be made available on a
special website and will
“chart movement trends ov-
er time by geography”, ac-
cording to a post on one of
Google’s blogs.

Trends will display “a per-
centage point increase or de-
crease in visits” to locations
like parks, shops, homes

and places of work, not “the
absolute number of visits,”
said the post, signed by Jen
Fitzpatrick, who leads Goo-
gle Maps, and the company’s
chief health o#cer Karen
DeSalvo.

For example, in France,
visits to restaurants, cafes,
shopping centres, museums
or theme parks have
plunged by 88% from their
normal levels, the data
showed.

Italy and Spain, two of the
hardest-hit countries, both
saw visits to retail and re-

creation locations such as
restaurants and movie thea-
ters plunge 94%. The U.K.
had declines of more than
80% while India, which
went into a sudden 21-day
lockdown on March 25, was
also notable at 77%.

“We hope these reports
will help support decisions
about how to manage the
COVID-19 pandemic,” the
Google execs said. 

Like the detection of traf-
"c jams or tra#c measure-
ment Google Maps, the new
reports will use “aggregated,
anonymised” data from us-
ers who have activated their
location history.

‘No identi!able data’
No “personally identi"able
information,” such as an in-
dividual’s location, contacts
or movements, will be made
available, the post said.

The reports will also em-
ploy a statistical technique
that adds “arti"cial noise” to
raw data, making it harder
for users to be identi"ed. 

Users travel information in 131 countries to aid health o"cials 

Agence France-Presse
REUTERS

Paris

In India, visits to retail and
recreation locations dropped
by 77%. * REUTERS

Google publishes data 
on people’s movements

Several mosques remained
opened on Friday across Pa-
kistan and people o$ered
prayers there despite a go-
vernment ban on big congre-
gational gatherings in order
to curb the spread of SARS-
CoV-19 that has killed 37 peo-
ple and infected nearly
2,500 others in the country.

The Sindh government
had announced curfew like
restriction from 12 noon to 3

p.m. to stop people from vis-
iting mosques, while the
Punjab government had is-
sued fatwa for people to o$-
er prayer in their homes. 

The mosques made an-
nouncement urging people
to pray at home, but some
people de"ed the instruc-
tion and visited mosques,
according to reports. Some
clerics also encouraged peo-
ple to attend prayers in
mosques.

“The government and

police are making state-
ments to create a sense of
fear. Nothing will happen.
Karachi is a city of 20 mil-
lion, the government cannot
implement its decision in ev-
ery nook and cranny, the
prayer leader of the Jamia
Mosque Quba told The Ex-
press Tribune.

Majority of mosques in
Karachi followed govern-
ment orders. However, some
continued to hold regular
prayers.

Pak. mosques remain open 
as cases rise to nearly 2,500 
Press Trust of India

Islamabad

China’s central bank said
on Friday it would cut the
reserve requirements for
smaller banks to release
around 400 billion yuan
($56.3 billion) in liquidity,
a move to counter the
COVID-19’s impact on
enterprises. The People’s
Bank of China said it will
also slash the interest it
pays on "nancial
institutions’ excess
reserves to encourage
them to use the cash
rather than store it with
the central bank.

China releases
$56 bn to banks

Agence France-Presse

Beijing

Measures taken by
German o#cials to slow
the spread of the
coronavirus are starting to
show e$ect, Lothar Wieler,
the president of Robert
Koch Institute for disease
control said on Friday. He
stressed that restrictions
on public life “need to be
maintained.” He explained
that each person who had
caught the virus was now
infecting only one person
on average, where
previously that number
had been as high as seven. 

‘German curbs
are working’

Agence France-Presse

Berlin

Spain’s COVID-19 death toll
rose to a total of 10,935
from 10,003 on the
previous day, the Health
Ministry said on Friday,
but showed the "rst fall in
a daily death toll since
March 26. A total of 932
people died from the
disease in 24 hours, down
from 950 people in the
previous daily toll, the
"gures showed. The
number of cases rose to
1,17,710 on Friday up from
110,238 on Thursday, the
Ministry added.

Spain reports
900 deaths 

Reuters

MADRID

Labelling the doctors and
nurses as both exploited
workers and agents of com-
munist indoctrination, the
U.S. has notched a series of
victories as Brazil, Ecuador
and Bolivia sent home thou-
sands after leftist govern-
ments allied with Havana
were replaced with ones
friendlier to Washington. 

The coronavirus pandem-
ic has brought a reversal of
fortune for Cuban medical
diplomacy, as doctors have
!own o$ on new missions to
battle COVID-19 in at least 14
countries, including Italy
and the tiny principality of
Andorra on the Spanish-
French border, burnishing
the island’s international im-
age in the middle of a global
crisis. 

“I am aware of the posi-
tion of the United States, but
we are a sovereign country
and we can choose the partn-
ers with which we are going
to have cooperation,” Andor-
ran Foreign Minister Mar%a
Ubach said. 

In the city of Crema in the
hard-hit Lombardy region of

northern Italy, 52 Cuban doc-
tors and nurses set up a "eld
hospital with 32 beds
equipped with oxygen and
three ICU beds. 

Symbolic moment 
“This is a strongly symbolic
moment because the Crema
hospital has been going

through an extremely com-
plicated situation from the
start,” Lombardy’s top social
welfare o#cial, Giulio Galle-
ra, said at the inauguration
last week. “The number of
patients who have "lled and
continue to "ll the emergen-
cy room and departments
has truly put the medical
personnel to a hard test.” 

The U.S. has sought to cut
o$ income to Cuba as part of
a tightening of sanctions.
And it continues to discour-
age countries from contract-
ing Cuban medical workers
despite the pandemic. 

“The government of Cuba
keeps most of the salary its
doctors and nurses earn
while serving in its interna-
tional medical missions
while exposing them to egre-
gious labour conditions,” the
State Department said on

Twitter last week. “Host
countries seeking Cuba’s
help for COVID-19 should
scrutinize agreements and
end labour abuses.” 

Cuba currently has about
37,000 medical workers in
67 countries, most in long-
standing missions. 

The most recent deploy-
ments of at least 593 doctors
have also been to Suriname,
Jamaica, Dominica, Belize,
Saint Vincent and the Grena-
dines, St. Kitts and Nevis, Ve-
nezuela and Nicaragua,
some of them reinforcing ex-
isting medical missions. 

All have been billed as tied
to the coronavirus epidemic,
even though some of the
countries have few con-
"rmed cases so far. None of
the agreements or "nancial
terms have been made pu-
blic. 

Cuban doctors !ghting virus around world
Havana has deployed 593 doctors to at least 14 countries to !ght the disease, despite U.S. opposition 

Medical diplomacy: Cuban doctors and medical professionals
prepare to leave for Italy to "ght the pandemic. * AP/FILE

Associated Press 

The Democratic National
Committee on Thursday
postponed its presidential
convention because of the
COVID-19 outbreak, moving
it from mid-July to mid-Au-
gust, and making it the lar-
gest political event to be
upended by the public
health crisis sweeping the
country.

The convention will still
be held in Milwaukee, as
planned, the week of August
17, o#cials said, a week be-
fore Republicans plan to
gather in Charlotte, North
Carolina, to renominate Pre-
sident Donald Trump. The
adjacent dates mean that
both parties will be using
expert health data from the
same time frame to assess
the safety of bringing togeth-
er thousands of people at
one event — and, ultimately,
deciding whether the bene"t

of staging the conventions
outweighs the medical risks.

The timing sets the stage
for a high-stakes test of wills
and judgment over the next
four months between Mr.
Trump and former Vice-Pre-
sident Joe Biden, the likely
Democratic nominee, as the
public health crisis paralyses
the country through the
summer. Neither will want to
be the "rst to cancel his
convention.

The decision to postpone
the Democratic convention
was made over the previous
two days, o#cials involved
in the planning said, but the
issue was ampli"ed on Wed-
nesday night by Mr. Biden,
who called for rescheduling
the convention during an ap-
pearance on “The Tonight
Show.”

Tom Perez, the chairman
of the Democratic National
Committee, said he did not

consider moving the event to
September, after the Repu-
blicans’, and was averse to
conducting a virtual conven-
tion that would be less likely
to attract hours of television
coverage.

Safe convention
“We’re going to hold a very
exciting and safe convention
in Wisconsin to highlight our
nominee and to make sure
that people know the values
of the Democratic Party and
what we’re "ghting for,” he
said in a telephone
interview.

“There are things you can
do online, but there is so-
mething about the commu-
nal spirit that is important
and people feed o$ of,” said
David Axelrod, a senior o#-
cial in Barack Obama’s presi-
dential campaigns. “From a
TV standpoint it’s hard to
have the same impact if
you’re cobbling together a
series of remotes.” NY TIMES

Democrats postpone convention
It will be held in mid-August, a week before the event to renominate Trump

Safety comes !rst: A "le photo of Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden at a campaign rally in Detroit. * AP

Reid J. Epstein 
Katie Gluec

Washington

A district in the Czech cap-
ital, Prague, went on Fri-
day ahead with a plan to re-
move the statue of a Soviet
Second World War com-
mander. 

The Russian Embassy in
Prague condemned the
move, saying it sent a prot-
est note to the Czech Fo-
reign Ministry about the
“demolition.” 

General Ivan Stepanovic
Konev led the Red Army
forces that liberated
Prague and large parts of
Czechoslovakia from the
Nazi occupation in 1945.
His monument, unveiled in
the Prague 6 district in
1980 when the country was
occupied by Soviet troops,
has been a source of con-
troversy. 

On Friday morning, a
crane at the site lifted the
statue from its place. 

Statue of Soviet
Gen. removed
in Prague

Associated Press

PRAGUE

Corona beer producer
halts brewing 
MEXICO CITY

The Mexican brewer of
Corona beer said on Thursday
it was suspending production
because of the health
emergency in the country
over the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Mexican government has
ordered the suspension of all
non-essential activities until
April 30 to slow the spread of
coronavirus. AFP

IN BRIEF

Israel arrests Palestinian
official in east Jerusalem 
JERUSALEM 

Israeli police arrested the
Palestinian minister for
Jerusalem affairs on Friday
for allegedly violating an
Israeli ban on Palestinian
political activities in east
Jerusalem. Fadi al-Hidmi’s
office circulated surveillance
camera footage showing
police searching his home
with dogs. AP

Bill Withers, the legendary
soul singer behind 1970s hits
like Lean on Me, Lovely Day
and Ain’t No Sunshine, died
on Monday in Los Angeles,
his family said. He was 81.

The soulful singer and
three-time Grammy winner
died from heart complica-
tions, his family said.

“We are devastated by the
loss of our beloved, devoted
husband and father,” the fa-
mily’s statement said. 

“A solitary man with a
heart driven to connect to
the world at large, with his
poetry and music, he spoke
honestly to people and con-
nected them to each other,”
it added.

The family added, “in this
di#cult time, we pray his
music o$ers comfort and en-
tertainment as fans hold
tight to loved ones.”

Mr. Withers was well into
his 30s when he began re-
cording music, after growing
up in a segregated coal-min-

ing town in West Virginia,
serving in the Navy and
working as an aircraft me-
chanic. But during his 14-
year recording career, start-
ing with the album Just As I
Am in 1971, he wrote and
performed songs that have
become anthems around the
word, drawn from gritty
blues, R&B and the era’s
confessional style of lyrics.

Long after his de facto re-
tirement from recording —
he released his last album in
1985, after many battles with
music industry executives —
Withers entered the Gram-
my Hall of Fame in 1999. He
was inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in 2015
by Stevie Wonder. NY TIMES

Three-time Grammy winner succumbed to heart problems 

Derrick Bryson Taylor

Bill Withers

Bill Withers, who sang
Ain’t No Sunshine, dies at 81

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s family company is
asking creditors such as
Deutsche Bank if it can de-
lay loan payments as the
economic impact of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic deepens,
The New York Times report-
ed on Thursday. 

The Trump Organization
— the conglomerate of com-
panies created by Mr.
Trump and now run by his
sons — is, like many others,
losing money as the restric-
tions put in place to lessen
the spread of the deadly CO-
VID-19 bring the U.S. to a
grinding halt.

The NYT said the compa-
ny contacted Deutsche
Bank, seen as the only ma-
jor lender willing to do busi-
ness with the company, at
March-end for extension of
some repayment deadlines.
“These days, everybody is

working together,” Mr.
Trump’s son Eric, the Or-
ganization’s executive vice-
president, said.

The Trump Organization
still owes Deutsche Bank
several hundred million dol-
lars, according to the Times. 

The group also contacted
Palm Beach County to see if
it could suspend rent pay-
ments on the Trump Inter-
national Golf Club, a 27-hole
course and clubhouse on
more than 120 hectares. 

President’s family !rm
faces !nancial woes
It is seeking to delay loan repayments
Agence France-Presse

New York

Donald Trump 
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PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244.80. . . . . . . . . 0.00

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1520.90. . . . . . -82.30

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 325.45. . . . . . -33.20

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2033.75. . . . . . -17.35

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4510.75. . . . . . . . . 8.85

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2207.50. . . . . . -11.85

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423.95. . . . . . . . . 2.60

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 317.15. . . . . . . 14.20

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2563.25. . . . . . . . -1.60

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 449.20. . . . . . . 35.45

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137.75. . . . . . . . -1.70

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3146.80. . . . . . . 51.80

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 12680.05. . . -321.55

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.90. . . . . . . . . 5.15

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 454.70. . . . . . -21.45

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 405.80. . . . . . . . -7.75

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1499.55. . . . . . -83.95

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 813.85. . . . . . -15.80

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1582.05. . . . . . -57.60

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88.80. . . . . . . . -2.85

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2154.10. . . . . . -25.55

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286.65. . . . . . -24.50

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 313.20. . . . . . -29.05

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 156.40. . . . . . . . . 1.30

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 585.70. . . . . . -17.10

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 79.50. . . . . . . . . 0.55

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177.90. . . . . . . 11.50

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140.70. . . . . . . . -2.30

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1140.85. . . . . . -40.80

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 774.65. . . . . . . . . 0.30

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280.70. . . . . . . . . 7.85

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 4011.50. . . -234.85

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 15104.65. . . -549.90

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79.55. . . . . . . . -1.45

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69.85. . . . . . . . . 4.10

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 156.20. . . . . . . . . 1.60

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1077.45. . . . . . . . -3.00

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175.50. . . . . . -11.05

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 15783.80. . . -765.85

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375.95. . . . . . . 32.40

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65.30. . . . . . . . -2.65

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253.75. . . . . . -12.60

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1654.20. . . . . . -54.55

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 520.90. . . . . . . . . 9.70

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 862.80. . . . . . -73.25

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3041.60. . . . . . -99.05

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 298.10. . . . . . . . -7.65

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62.80. . . . . . . . . 0.15

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180.00. . . . . . . . -9.50

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 124.35. . . . . . . . . 3.45

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 03

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.97. . . . . . . 76.29

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.96. . . . . . . 82.31

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 93.35. . . . . . . 93.76

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 70.04. . . . . . . 70.34

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.71. . . . . . . 10.76

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 77.74. . . . . . . 78.07

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 52.91. . . . . . . 53.14

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 53.60. . . . . . . 53.83

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.42. . . . . . . 17.54

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

03-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 27,591 ddddddddddddd-2.39 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 76.13 ddddddddddddd-0.70

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 33.48 dddddddddddddddddddd --

The lockdown ordered to
stem the spread of COVID-19
has swept over millions of
small and medium enterpris-
es in tier-2 and -3 cities and
across India like a tsunami.

Moving people and ma-
chines to facilitate work-
from-home (WFH) options
became a daunting task for
many, as per industry execu-
tives of some mid-tier !rms
who narrate their harrowing
experience.

In some cases, attempts to
prove something as ‘essen-
tial’ turned into debates bet-
ween business owners and
local administrators. Conse-
quently, many enterprises
and their employees, across
places such as Mysore, Has-
san, Udupi, Kochi, Pune, Ah-
medabad, Surat, Nagpur,
Goa, Jaipur, Coimbatore and
Salem su"ered in terms of
lack of businesses continuity
and clarity, physical hard-
ship and mental stress.

“It was nightmarish for
many companies operating
in Coimbatore and Salem.
We were running [around]

for permissions to move peo-
ple and computers. We could
easily move people and sys-
tems between Bengaluru
and Chennai, but in Salem,
the rules were di"erent. And
eventually, we lost several
days of productivity and our
employees su"ered a lot,” ex-
plained Chocko Valliappa,
CEO of IT services !rm, Vee
Technologies that employs
5,000 people across Benga-
luru, Chennai and Salem.

The situation was in stark

contrast with the promises of
many State governments that
vie with each other to attract
investments to small cities in
their regions.

Not enough time
Certain mid-tier !rms are of
the opinion that the lock-
down came upon them all of
a sudden though the govern-
ment would have been con-
templating it at least a few
days before it’s introduction.

“Over 300 of our em-

ployees in Bengaluru and
Chennai were thrown out of
their respective hostels soon
after the lockdown. We ar-
ranged some stay for them in
Salem and tried to bring
them to Chennai. But author-
ities made us send them
back,” said Mr. Valliappa,
whose company supports
hospitals in the U.S. and in
India by providing clinical
documentation services.

Udupi-based Robosoft
Technologies, a UX and UI

application development
and digital advisory !rm,
too, said small !rms had suf-
fered huge disruptions after
the lockdown.

Robosoft and its arm,
99Games, together employ
600 people across Mangalu-
ru, Mumbai and Bengaluru.

Rohith Bhat, founder-
CEO at the company said,
“Fortunately, we anticipated
the trouble slightly in ad-
vance. Some of our custom-
ers in Japan [gently] alerted
us; therefore, three days be-
fore the !rst lockdown call,
we started moving our men
and machines. But we went
through a very tough time. 

“Had we waited until the
complete lockdown announ-
cement, we surely would
have faced huge downtime
issues like many others.’’

CII acts
Realising the gravity of the
situation, the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII)
sprang into action. It met the

respective State govern-
ments and industries depart-
ments to chalk out ways to
ensure business continuity
for the entire MSME (micro,
small and medium enterpris-
es) community in the
country.

”We discussed a wide ar-
ray of key topics with the
Karnataka government and
movement of people, mate-
rial and machines was one of
them,’’ said Ramesh Ramad-
urai, vice chairman,
CII-Karnataka.

The CII has urged all en-
terprises, which are still suf-
fering connectivity or busi-
ness continuity issues, to
reach out to the industry as-
sociation for assistance.

Pradeep Bhargava, presi-
dent of Mahratta Chamber of
Commerce, Industries and
Agriculture (MCCIA) said
most IT/ITeS !rms in Pune
were able to shift to WFH
mode with relative ease; ho-
wever, other !rms, including
manufacturing companies,
big and small, struggled as
the task involved touch-
points with facilities, sta",
vendors and customers.

Life turns turtle for MSMEs as lockdown chokes
Transporting men, machines and materials under strict curbs tests the sinews of enterprises located in smaller cities

Mini Tejaswi

Bengaluru

The CII has urged all enterprises, which are still su!ering connectivity or business 
continuity issues, to reach out to the industry association for assistance. * FILE PHOTO

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has reduced market
hours between April 7 and
April 17 in view of the
lockdown.

The call money market,
government securities
market, currency market,
commercial paper market
and others that typically
open at 9 a.m. and close at
5 p.m. will now be open
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

The central bank said
the ‘unprecedented’ situa-
tion created by the CO-
VID-19 outbreak has neces-
sitated lockdowns, social
distancing and restrictions
on movement of people.

“The dislocations have
adversely impacted the
functioning of !nancial
markets,” it said. “To mini-
mise risks and ensure mar-
ket participants maintain
adequate checks and su-
pervisory controls while
optimising thin resources
and ensuring safety of per-
sonnel, it has been decided
to revise trading hours for
various markets,” it added.

RBI halves
trading hours
for markets
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Benchmark Brent crude oil
futures climbed to as high as
$34.91 a barrel on Friday on
rising hopes of a new global
deal to cut global crude
supply.

Brent crude futures were
up 12.9%, or $3.9, at $33.83 a
barrel by 6.51 p.m. IST. Brent
soared as much as 47% on
Thursday for its highest in-
traday percentage gain on
record. It had closed up 21%.

U.S. West Texas Interme-
diate (WTI) crude rose 8.8%,
or $2.23, to $27.55 after
jumping 24.7% on Thursday.

OPEC and its allies are
working on a deal for an un-
precedented production cut
of about 10% of global sup-
ply, an OPEC source said.

Oil prices slumped 65% in
the !rst quarter on a de-
mand slump caused by the
global COVID-19 outbreak
and moves by Russia and

Saudi Arabia to #ood the
market after their failure last
month to extend much
smaller OPEC+ supply cuts.

OPEC+ to meet
A meeting of the Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries and allies
such as Russia, a grouping
known as OPEC+, has been
scheduled for Monday, the

Azerbaijan Energy Ministry
said, but details on the distri-
bution of production cuts
were thin on the ground.
U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Thursday
that he had spoken with
both Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin and Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man and they had agreed to
reduce supplies by 10 million

to 15 million barrels per day
(bpd) out of total global sup-
ply of about 100 million bpd.

Mr. Trump said he did not
make any concessions, such
as agreeing to a U.S. produc-
tion cut — a move forbidden
by U.S. anti-trust legislation.

Trump-Putin meet
Both Mr. Trump and Mr. Pu-
tin are due to meet with their
respective country's top oil
producers on Friday.

Russia and Saudi Arabia
both belong to OPEC+, but
the United States does not.

“It does appear that mo-
mentum is growing for some
form of output agreement,”
said analyst Harlan Mat-
thews at Redburn Energy.

“(But) there are huge ob-
stacles to any output agree-
ment on this scale, and even
if it were to be implemented
the market would remain
chronically oversupplied in
the near term.”

OPEC, allies working on unprecedented 10% reduction in global oil production 
Reuters

London

Slick move: A meeting of OPEC+ countries is scheduled for
Monday to discuss production cuts. * REUTERS

Brent surges past $33 on output deal hope

To ensure adequate liquidi-
ty in the system, especially
in the corporate bond mar-
ket, the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) on Friday an-
nounced the third targeted
long-term repo operation
(TLTRO) on April 7 for
$25,000 crore.

The central bank an-
nounced the LTROs on Fe-
bruary 6 and has pumped
in $1 lakh crore since then.
The TLTRO was an-
nounced on March 27. It
has so far done two tranch-
es worth $50,000 crore
and the initial target is $1
lakh crore.

The second tranche was
conducted for $25,000
crore on Friday.

The new issue coming
up on April 7 is for a three-
year tenor, the central
bank said.

Third TLTRO
for !25,000 cr.
on April 7
Press trust of india

Mumbai

Bajaj Auto Ltd. has reported
a 38% decline in sales of two-
wheelers and commercial
vehicles at 2,42,575 units for
March 2020 compared with
3,93,351 units sold in the
same period last year. The
lockdown due to COVID-19
spread had impacted sales. 

Two-wheeler sales in the
domestic market were down
55% at 98,412 units as com-
pared with 2,20,213 units
sold in the same period last
year. However, the company
exported more two-wheel-
ers during this month at
1,12,564 units against
1,03,325 units in the same
period last year, up 9%.

Including domestic and
exports, two wheeler sales
were down 35% at 2,10,976

units against 3,23,538 units
sold in the same period last
year. Domestic commercial
vehicle (CV) sales were
down 53% at 18,129 units as
compared to 38,972 units
sold in the same period last
year. CV exports were down
56% at 13,470 units as com-
pared to 30,841 units sold in

the same period last year. 
In total, CV sales were

down 55% at 31,599 units as
compared to 69,813 units
sold in the year-earlier pe-
riod last year. For FY20, the
!rm sold a total of 46,15,212
units compared to 50,19,503
units sold in the previous
year, a decline of 8%.

Two-wheeler exports climb 9%; domestic CV sales fall 53%

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

Braking hard: For FY20, the company saw an 8% decline in
total unit sales to 46,15,212. * REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO

Bajaj Auto March sales drop 38% 

Tractors and Farm Equip-
ment Ltd. (TAFE) has un-
veiled a free tractor rental
scheme for small and mar-
ginal farmers of Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh for a pe-
riod of 90 days from April 1
as they are facing distress
following the COVID-19
pandemic.

The scheme will be
available across 20 districts
of Rajasthan and 25 dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh, said
Mallika Srinivasan, CMD,
TAFE.

On o"er are 11,000 Mas-
sey Ferguson and Eicher
tractors along with 50,000
implements in Rajasthan
and 3,000 tractors and
15,000 implements in U.P.

TAFE gesture
to farmers of
U.P., Rajasthan
Special Correspondent

ChennaiThe dark shadow cast by the
COVID-19 pandemic on the
global aviation industry
seems to be gradually wear-
ing away, with some interna-
tional carriers gearing up
either to start limited opera-
tions to select destinations to
ferry stranded passengers or
to commence regular
schedules.

While Emirates has an-
nounced resumption of
#ights from its Dubai hub to
London Heathrow, Frank-
furt, Paris, Zurich and Brus-
sels e"ective April 6, 2020,
to carry only outbound pas-
sengers from UAE, Etihad
Airways, from April 5, 2020,
will operate a regular servic-
es starting with Seoul Inche-
on, followed by Melbourne,

Singapore, Manila, Bangkok,
Jakarta and Amsterdam.
“These destinations are sub-
ject to government appro-
vals,” the carrier said. 

“To date, these services
have covered a number of
destinations, including the
U.S., Australia, and Sri Lan-
ka. Etihad will continue to
o"er such services,” it sai-
d.Emirates said it would op-
erate four #ights a week to
London Heathrow, and three

#ights a week to Frankfurt,
Zurich, Brussels and Paris.

Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed
Al Maktoum, chairman and
CEO, Emirates Airline and
Group said, “These initial
passenger services, although
limited to travellers who
meet the entry requirements
set by the destination coun-
tries, will be welcomed by
our customers seeking to re-
turn home to their countries
and families.”

“Our network can only be
restored with the easing of
travel restrictions,” he said.

Singapore Airlines res-
umed limited #ights to Lon-
don, Frankfurt and Zurich.
In April, a dozen #ights each
way will be operated to each
of these destinations. Now it
is operating #ights to Los An-
geles, Seoul and Sydney.

Some international carriers gear up for limited operations

Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI 

Skies clearing for airlines

For the !rst time in the histo-
ry of the Indian capital mar-
kets, foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) have sold
securities worth over $1 lakh
crore in a single month.

As per data from the Na-
tional Securities Depository
Limited (NSDL), the cumula-
tive net out#ow from the
debt and equity segments
was pegged at $1.18 lakh
crore in March — more than
double the previous high of
$44,000 crore witnessed in
June 2013.

Further, both the equity
and debt segments have indi-
vidually registered new

highs in terms of monthly
out#ows of $61,973 crore and
$60,376 crore, respectively.

COVID-19 concerns
According to market partici-
pants, the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic that has a"ected
stocks worldwide is the
primary reason for such re-
cord out#ows as foreign in-
vestors shy away from riskier
assets and also, emerging
markets.

The global death toll of the
pandemic had crossed the
50,000-mark with more
than 10 lakh con!rmed cas-
es. In India, the last few days
have seen a greater rise in
the number of new cases the-
reby adding to investor
concerns.

Incidentally, the impact of
the record sales by overseas
investors has been clearly
visible in the stock markets
with the benchmark Sensex
registering its worst monthly
fall in over 11 years. In March,
the 30-share barometer lost
a little over 23% (23.05% to
be precise) which was the
highest since October 2008
when it plunged 23.89%.

Currently, the Sensex,
which closed at 27,590.95 on
Friday after falling 674.36
points, or 2.39%, is trading
over 53% lower than its intra-
day record high of 42,273.87
touched in January.

Interestingly, buying by
domestic institutional inves-
tors (DIIs), which include
banks, insurance compa-
nies, mutual funds and dom-
estic !nancial institutions,
has been acting as a strong
counter force to the selling
by foreign investors.

As per BSE data, March al-
so saw the highest-ever
monthly net purchases by
DIIs who bought equities
worth $55,595.18 crore. This

was again double that of the
previous high of $26,033.9
crore registered in October
2018.

In the current calendar
year, while FPIs have sold
equities worth $51,832 crore
— they were net buyers in Ja-
nuary and February — DIIs
have bought shares worth
$74,554 crore.

Meanwhile, the voluntary
retention route, or VRR, in
debt securities, which was
opened up for FPI invest-
ments in January, has seen
an in#ow of $4,165 crore in
March while hybrid securi-
ties saw a marginal out#ow
of $19 crore, according to
NSDL data.

Foreign investors sell over !1 lakh-cr. securities in a month, for "rst time in history
But domestic institutions save markets the blushes, buying stocks worth !55,595 crore in March and arresting a further plunge

ASHISH RUKHAIYAR

MUMBAI <> Currently, the
Sensex is trading
over 53% lower than
the intraday record
high of 42,274 in
January

Indian rice traders have
stopped signing new export
contracts amid the nation-
wide lockdown to curb the
spread of COVID-19, as la-
bour shortages and logistics
disruptions have hampered
the delivery of even existing
contracts, industry o%cials
said.

The halt in exports from
the world’s biggest exporter
is allowing rival countries
such as Thailand to raise
shipments in the short term
and lift global prices, forcing
millions of poor consumers
in Africa to pay high prices. 

“Shipments have stalled
as transport has become ve-
ry di%cult because of the
lockdown. Drivers are not
coming and labour is not
available at mills and ports,”

said B.V. Krishna Rao, presi-
dent of the Rice Exporters
Association (REA).

Indian traders have
stopped o"ering quotes to
overseas buyers as they are
not sure when they would be
able to ship their cargoes,
four top exporters told Reu-
ters. India’s export volumes
have fallen by four to !ve
times, said Prem Garg, chair-
man of the Lal Mahal Group,
which exports rice to more

than 44 countries. About
400,000 tonnes of non-bas-
mati rice and 1,00,000
tonnes of basmati rice,
meant for March-April deliv-
ery, are either stuck at ports
or in the pipeline due to the
lockdown, exporters said.
New Delhi mainly exports
non-basmati rice to Bangla-
desh, Nepal, Benin and Se-
negal, and premium basmati
rice to Iran, Saudi Arabia
and Iraq. As Cambodia, Viet-
nam and Myanmar curbed
their rice exports, demand
for Indian rice surged, but
traders are not signing new
contracts, said Nitin Gupta,
vice-president of trader
Olam India’s rice business.

Thailand, the only key ex-
porter to o"er rice currently,
has seen its export prices
soar to their highest in seven
years this week.

Thailand seizes opportunity, in"ates global prices
Reuters

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI

Rice exports halted on supply
chain disruption due to virus

The board of Mahindra &
Mahindra Ltd. on Friday
rejected a proposal to in-
fuse any fresh equity in
SsangYong Motor Compa-
ny (SYMC) to help the Ko-
rean auto company tide ov-
er a di%cult phase.

M&M’s board of direc-
tors held a special meeting
to review investment in
SYMC and to discuss capi-
tal allocation in the light of
the COVID-19 impact. The
management and labour
union of SsangYong had re-
quested fresh injection of
equity from M&M to help
the company fund 500 bil-
lion KRW ($406 million) of
requirements over the next
three years.

M&M drops
plan to fund
Korean arm
Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

IN BRIEF

RBI needs to monetise
de!cit, says SBI report
NEW DELHI 

At a time when market
appetite is low due to
COVID-19 pandemic, there is
a need to monetise de"cit
with the Reserve Bank
subscribing to the primary
issues of dated central
government securities, a SBI
report has suggested. PTI
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SPORT

The International Olympic
Committee has revised its
quali!cation deadline for the
Tokyo Games to June 29,
2021.

Many yet to complete

The 2020 Olympics, post-
poned by a year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, has
forced the IOC and Interna-
tional Federations to rework
their quali!cation and tour-
nament calendar. While
some of the events, like hock-
ey, have already completed
their quali!cation processes
and will not be a"ected, sev-
eral, including badminton
and track & !eld were yet to
complete the same.

In a communiqué to Na-
tional Olympic Associations,
the IOC has now con!rmed
the new dates. “The new
quali!cation period deadline
is 29 June 2021, and IFs can

de!ne their own quali!ca-
tion period deadlines, should
the deadline be prior to this
date. The revised !nal sport
entries deadline has now
been set for 5 July 2021,” it

said. The IOC also reiterated
its e"orts to revise an overall
!nal quali!cation system at
the earliest, even as soon as
mid-April, but admitted that
speci!cs would only come la-

ter. “We understand that at
this time these are unlikely to
include the full details on the
dates and locations of the
speci!ed events, recognising
that these will follow later as

the impacts of COVID-19 and
its related restrictions be-
come clearer.

“We aim to !nalise the
adapted quali!cation sys-
tems by mid-April, with the
details on speci!c events to
follow when available. The
priority remains to re#ect,
where possible, the alloca-
tion method/pathway of the
original quali!cation systems
for each sport,” it added.

The IOC, while allowing
international federations the
discretion to tweak their
rankings system accordingly,
sought to ensure sport-spec-
i!c balance between protect-
ing those close to qualifying
in 2020 and giving the top
performers of 2021 a chance
to qualify. 

It also authorised IFs to de-
cide on the age-eligibility of
athletes who may not make
the cut in 2020 but do so in
2021. While there is no upper
age limit, sports like gymnas-
tics (16 years), football (un-
der-23) and boxing (17) have a
minimum age.

IOC revises quali!cation deadlines 
Athletes now have up to June 29, 2021, to book their berths for Tokyo Games

UTHRA GANESAN

NEW DELHI

Extended wait: A man wearing a face mask takes a sel!e next to a Tokyo 2020 Olympics
countdown clock that has been adjusted for the new start date of July 23, 2021. * GETTY IMAGES

OLYMPICS 

South African players
symptom-free
JOHANNESBURG

The South African cricket
team’s chief medical officer
Shuaib Manjra has said that
the players have completed a
14-day period of self isolation
after returning from India
and they were symptom-free.
The team returned from India
on March 18 after the ODI
series was called off due to
the pandemic. But the
players will remain in
lockdown for the next two
weeks. IANS

IN BRIEF

IOA contributes !71 lakh
to PM-CARES Fund
NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) has
contributed a sum of
"71,14,002 towards the PM
CARES Fund. IOA also
expressed gratitude to all the
NSFs, State Olympic
Associations and other
federations/bodies for
extending their support and
humble contributions. IANS

UEFA tells clubs to
complete the season
PARIS

UEFA and Europe’s top clubs
have stated their
determination that the
current football season
should be played to a
conclusion and threatened
that teams may be excluded
from the next Champions
League if their domestic
competitions are ended
prematurely. In a joint letter
released on Thursday, UEFA,
the European Club
Association (ECA), and the
European Leagues body
representing nearly a
thousand clubs in 29
countries, said that they were
working on the possibility of
playing on into July and
August if need be. AFP

FIH extends Pro League
suspension
NEW DELHI

The International Hockey
Federation has been forced to
extend the suspension of FIH
Pro League’s second edition
due to the pandemic and now
plans to hold the ties in July
and August, provided the
current situation improves. PTI

Infantino says ‘nobody
knows’ when football
can resume 
ASUNCION

FIFA boss Gianni Infantino
admitted that “nobody
knows” when football can
resume around the world.
“We all wish that we could
have football tomorrow but
unfortunately it’s not possible
and nobody in the world
today knows when we will be
able to play like before. Our
world and our sport is going
to be different when we
return to normality. We have
to make sure that football
survives and that it can
prosper once again.” AFP

Premier League 
put o" inde#nitely 
LONDON

Premier League clubs will ask
players to take a combination
of pay cuts and deferrals
amounting to 30 percent of
their salary due to the
financial crisis caused by
coronavirus, the league said
in a statement on Friday. The
Professional Footballers’
Association (PFA) will meet
with league and club officials
to discuss the proposal on
Saturday. A meeting between
the 20 English top-flight
clubs also agreed to
indefinitely extend the
suspension of the season
until it is “safe and
appropriate” for football to
return. AFP 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi urged current and
former Indian
sportspersons on Friday to
help “boost morale” and
encourage people to
adhere to a nationwide
lockdown aimed at
containing the
coronavirus.

Modi held a video
conference with 40 stars
across various sports,
including Sachin
Tendulkar, Viswanathan
Anand, P.V. Sindhu and
Hima Das, his o$ce said.

They have a “very
important role to play in
boosting the morale of the

nation as well as spreading
the message of social
distancing along with
asking people to
continuously follow
advisories given during
lockdown,” said Modi.

Face challenges
He said traits learned in
sport such as the “ability
to face challenges, self-
discipline, positivity and
self-belief are the essential
tools to combat the spread
of the virus.”

The athletes also
“praised the leadership of
the Prime Minister in this
challenging times,”
according to the
statement.

PM Modi tells Indian
sportspersons 
to ‘boost morale’ 
Agence France-Presse

NEW DELHI

For the elite sportspersons,
especially those aspiring to
make it to the Olympics, this
period is very crucial, ac-
cording to Ajith Haridas,
former National-level bad-
minton player and chief
mentor of Hatsun Badmin-
ton Centre, an exclusive resi-
dential badminton facility
(Thiruthangal, Virudhuna-
gar District), 

How well they make use of
the available resources and
time during this period of
lockdown and curfew will be
the key to how they reach
peak !tness during the
Games, according to Ajit.

“The situation is unprece-
dented. If they use the time
better during the lockdown,
they might be able to get bet-
ter results. What they do at
home will make a huge di"e-
rence. It is not di$cult to
maintain !tness. If you want

to, there are always ways,”
said Ajith, who was a former
National junior doubles
champion.

The 45-year-old said for
an intensive sport like bad-
minton, !tness routine is a
bit complicated given the sit-
uation, but players can still
remain active.

“If you haven’t done much
in the 3-4 weeks, it will take
time, probably 2-3 months to
get back to peak form,” he
said.

Ajith said the sport re-

quires “endurance like a ma-
rathoner but not at the same
level. For each rally is di"e-
rent and there are ups and
downs in every point. 

“One needs to have tre-
mendous leg strength, but
not like a weightlifter, a bit
supple. You have to be like a
gymnast being able to get up
[when you have slipped] and
keep playing. You require
strength, endurance, speed,
agility and re#ex,” he
observed.

At his home in Chennai,
Ajith is planning new coach-
ing ideas and strategies for
each of his wards (personal-
ly) of which Rithvik Sanjeevi
and Siddhanth Gupta are the
most prominent junior
players. 

“Two-and-a-half years of
our hard work are beginning
to show. Now we are plan-
ning to send our players to
more International tourna-
ments,” he said.

Key is to use this time e"ectively: Haridas 
K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI

Ajith Haridas. * FILE PHOTO 

When The Championships
was called o" a couple of
days ago due to COVID-19,
many former champions ex-
pressed disappointment.
Ramanathan Krishnan, who
made the world take notice
of India with his exploits at
the prestigious event in the
sixties, shared his views too.

“My immediate feeling
about the cancellation was
one of joy and sorrow,” he
told The Hindu from Chen-
nai. 

“It’s sort of joy to me as
it’s going to save the players,
the spectators and the oth-
ers involved, from this virus
threat. At the same time, it’s
one of sorrow as the players
may have to miss the event
for a year,” he added.

Huge loss
Krishnan, a semi!nalist in
1960 & ’61 and who reached
a world-ranking of No. 6,
said that in a tennis player’s
career, losing one year of
Wimbledon is a huge loss. 

“It’s so precious not only
for the international stars
but also for the Indian

players. I feel sad for them
because we do not know
whether they would carry
the same form or con!-
dence next year.”

He was quick to add that
one must not take a chance
with corona. “Good luck to
the players,” he signed o".

His son, Ramesh Krish-
nan, who had reached the
Wimbledon quarter!nals
(1986), said these were quite
extraordinary times. “Sorry
this has to happen and, in
the present scenario, we
have plenty on our mind. Al-
so, things are so uncertain
that playing the sport is not
a priority at the moment,”
said Ramesh.

The Wimbledon and
French Open junior title-
winner in 1979, Ramesh said
it’s going to be tough for all
players. 

“The main thing is to re-
main !t so that when things
return to normalcy you can
get going. For the older
players such as Federer and
Serena Williams, it’s a year
lost, which is a lot for them.”

Ramesh, a regular visitor
to Wimbledon, said, “I was
looking forward to my travel
this year, but that will have
to wait for another year.”

Mixed feelings for
Ramanathan Krishnan

Right move: Tennis greats Ramanathan Krishnan and son
Ramesh, though feeling sad at Wimbledon’s cancellation,
have welcomed the decision. * FILE PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT

Playing now not a priority: Ramesh 
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Middleweight boxer Ashish
Kumar has not yet met Vijen-
der Singh, but the 25-year-
old from Himachal Pradesh
draws inspiration from the
Olympic bronze medallist.

For Ashish, who booked
an Olympic quota place at
the Asia/Oceania qualifying
event in Amman last month,
watching Vijender box is a
learning process. “I have
never met Vijender bhai sa-

hib, but I like his counterat-
tacks and long-range game,”
Ashish told The Hindu.

Special weight category

Ashish knows the impor-
tance of representing the
country in the middleweight
category, in which Indian
boxers have given !ne per-
formances in the last three

Olympics. Vijender bagged
the bronze medal in 2008
and made it to the quarter!-
nals in 2012, Vikash Krishan,
a World championships me-
dallist, reached the last eight
in 2016.

“My seniors have done
well. Our middleweight box-
ers have set a high standard
and I want to maintain this,”
said Ashish, who has been
!ghting in this weight cate-
gory since 2012.

Ashish, who claimed sil-
ver at the Asian champion-
ships and gold at the Thai-
land Open, gained his quota
place after overcoming some
tough times. “I sustained a
leg injury. Then, I lost my
father. I am happy that, des-
pite this, I could bring cheer
to my family with success at
the Olympic qualifying
event.

“My family, which has
some boxers and wrestlers,

always supported me. My
brother Johnny Chaudhary,
an international wrestler,
has backed me right from
the start. 

“After my father’s death,
he did not let me stay at
home as the situation could
have distracted me. He mo-
tivated me saying my father
had always wanted me to

compete in the Olympics
and win a medal,” said
Ashish.

Thanking JSW for its sup-
port, Ashish said, “When I
badly needed a sponsor,
they came forward.”

Having achieved his !rst
target of qualifying for the
Olympics, Ashish wants to
make the most of the addi-
tional time following the
postponement of the Tokyo
Games. “I now have more
time to make myself stronger
and better prepared.”

Keeping in touch

In the time of lockdown,
Ashish is doing his best to
stay in touch with boxing.
“We get inputs from our
coaches through video con-
ferencing. I stay indoors and
do strength exercises and
follow the training schedule
given by the coaches,” said
Ashish.

Ashish Kumar learning from Vijender’s game 
Aims to better India’s Olympic middleweight record 

BOXING
Y.B. Sarangi

KOLKATA

Ashish Kumar.
* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Joshna Chinappa moved to
11 from 12 in the women’s
category as per the latest
PSA world squash rankings
released on Thursday. In
the men’s section, Saurav
Ghosal remained on 13. 

Vikram Malhotra jumped
three places to 47, while
Mahesh Mangaonkar
moved into the top 50. He is
ranked 49, a jump of two
places from 51. Closing in
on him was Ramit Tandon
at the 53rd spot.

Joshna moves
to 11th spot 
Special Correspondent 

Chennai

Joshna Chinappa.
* FILE PHOTO: M. VEDHAN

Pat Cummins, the costliest
foreign player in the Indian
Premier League, said eve-
ryone, including his team
Kolkata Knight Riders, was
still hopeful of the 13th edi-
tion of the T20 event to go
ahead sometime later.

The Australian, however,
conceded that the priority
now was to minimise the
risk of spreading the
coronavirus.

The IPL was originally
scheduled to start on March
29 in Mumbai but it was
postponed to April 15 due to
the worsening COVID-19
pandemic which has killed
more than 53,000 people
worldwide.

“Everyone is still really
keen for it (IPL) to go ahead,
but the priority is to mini-
mise risk of it spreading,”

Cummins was quoted as say-
ing by the Australian Asso-
ciated Press.

India is currently under a
lockdown until April 14,
which has cast serious
doubts over the future of the
cash-rich event’s 13th
edition.

The 26-year-old Austra-
lian has been in constant
touch with the KKR team
which bought him for a
whopping %15.5 crore. 

Everyone keen for IPL
to go ahead: Cummins 
Press Trust of India

Sydney 

Pat Cummins. * FILE PHOTO

Biju George was following the
recent women’s T20 World
Cup closely. That wasn’t sur-
prising as he had been the
!elding coach of the Indian
team till recently.

Biju, though, was stunned
to know that all his friends in
his hometown of Thiruva-
nanthapuram, too, had
watched the mega event held
in Australia.

He was in for a bigger
‘shock’ when the ICC re-
leased the viewership !gures
of the tournament: it was the
most watched ICC event after
the 2019 men’s ODI World
Cup. Across the digital chan-
nels, there were 5.4 billion
viewing minutes in India

alone. The Indian fans were
in for a disappointment in
the !nal, though, as the Wo-
men in Blue were compre-

hensively beaten by the host.
That match was watched by
86,174 fans. Among them was
former India seamer Snehal

Pradhan. “Both Cricket Aus-
tralia and ICC deserve credit
for making the World Cup
such a big success,” she told

The Hindu. “Though I wasn’t
surprised that it became such
a big hit on television, I didn’t
expect it would become the
ICC's second-most watched
event.”

Snehal said Cricket Austra-
lia had done a lot of work on
the ground, while the ICC
promoted the World Cup
through its digital platforms
well. “This World Cup was
further proof that women’s
cricket is fast rising in popu-
larity,” she said.

Biju could not have agreed
more. “When I joined the
support sta" of the Indian
team, many of my friends did
not even know that we had a
national team,” he said. 

“India reaching the !nal of
the 2017 World Cup, riding

on Harmanpreet Kaur’s as-
tonishing innings against
Australia in the semi!nal is,
of course, the main reason
for the change in fortune for
women’s cricket here. 

“We should also give credit
to the huge improvement in
quality across the interna-
tional teams.”

Just curious!

Snehal said there was a time
when people used to come to
a watch a match in India just
out of curiosity. 

“Years ago, I had played a
game in front of a full house
at Rajkot, but most specta-
tors were there just to see
how the girls played cricket,”
she said. “That is no longer
the case.”

Numbers reveal that women’s cricket is fast gaining in popularity 
The 2020 women’s T20 World Cup was the most watched ICC event after the 2019 men’s ODI World Cup
P.K. Ajith Kumar 

KOZHIKODE

Wave of support: Fans at the ground and viewers across the globe made the women’s 
T20 World Cup in Australia a grand success. * FILE PHOTO

The IPL can wait till mil-
lions of lives which are at
risk due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic are
saved, felt veteran India
batsman Suresh Raina.

Raina has already done
his bit in the !ght against
the deadly virus by donat-
ing %52 lakh, one of the
highest donations among
elite sportspersons.

Asked about the IPL,
which has been postponed
to April 15 but is unlikely to
take place in the near fu-
ture, Raina said “it is all
about life” at the moment. 

“Life is most important
at this point of time. IPL
can surely wait.” 

Life more
important
than IPL: Raina 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi 


