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P. Chidambaram
suggests !1 lakh crore
package for MSMEs 
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We will have to be on
guard for at least a year,
says Srinath Reddy
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By any calculus, India
quali"es for UNSC seat,
says Syed Akbaruddin 
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After virus scare, British
PM Boris Johnson
becomes father 
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State to ramp up testing
in red zones, says CM
CHENNAI

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Wednesday
said the government would
increase the rate of testing of
samples for COVID-19 in red
zones and also speed up
testing in Chennai, which
accounts for around 35% of
the cases in the State so far.

TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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NEARBY

Submit report on easing
curbs, Collectors told
CHENNAI

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Wednesday
directed all District
Collectors to submit a report
at the earliest, suggesting
speci!c industries that 
could be allowed to function,
depending on the COVID-19
situation in their areas. 
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Grocery shops to stay
open till 5 p.m. today
CHENNAI 

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami said grocery
stores would work from 6
a.m. to 5 p.m. in Chennai,
Coimbatore and Madurai on
April 30. From May 1, the
timing will continue to be
from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m.

TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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More than a month after the
countrywide lockdown ow-
ing to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) issued guidelines
to allow inter-State move-
ment of stranded migrant
workers, tourists, pilgrims,
students and others. 

Public transport, includ-
ing trains and buses, conti-
nue to remain suspended
and the State governments
have been asked to appoint
nodal authorities to register
such stranded persons and
facilitate their movement. 

The MHA spokesperson
tweeted on Wednesday that
new guidelines to !ght CO-
VID-19 will come into e"ect
from May 4 “which shall give
considerable relaxations to
many districts.” “Details re-
garding this shall be com-
municated in the days to
come,” the tweet said.

Quarantine mandatory
The MHA said such persons
should be kept in home qua-
rantine for 14 days unless an
assessment by a medical
team recommended institu-
tional quarantine. 

For individuals who want-
ed to travel in their private
cars, permission should be
taken from the State authori-

ties, an o#cial said. “If so-
meone has to cross multiple
States to reach their destina-
tion, then the State authority
where the travel will origi-
nate, will coordinate with
the respective State authori-
ties and issue a pass accord-
ingly,” a senior Home Minis-
try o#cial stated. 

The BJP-ruled Uttar Pra-
desh was one of the !rst
States to arrange for the re-
turn of stranded migrant
workers to return to their
homes. 

The guidelines issued by
the MHA on April 19 asserted
that there would be no inter-
State movement of labour-
ers. 

Following Uttar Pradesh,
States like Punjab, Odisha,

West Bengal and Maharash-
tra were coordinating inter-
State movement of migrant
workers. 

Right step: Bihar CM
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar had requested the
Centre to change its guide-
lines and allow students and
workers living outside to re-
turn home.

Mr. Kumar welcomed the
move. In a statement issued
on Wednesday, he said the
relaxation provided by the
MHA was an appropriate
step and a large number of
people stuck outside the
State would be able to
return.

Home Ministry clears inter-State
movement of stranded people
Nodal authorities will register such persons and facilitate their travel 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

Seeking their due: Labourers protesting in Telangana on
Wednesday for back wages and better facilities. * MOHD ARIF 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

India reported 70 COVID-19
deaths — the highest in a sin-
gle day — in the past 24
hours. The total death toll as
of Wednesday evening had
reached 1,008 and propped
India among 17 countries
that had over 1,000 deaths.
The total con!rmed active
cases were 22,982 and 7,796
had recovered, the Health
Ministry website said in its
evening update.

At a conference, Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan said
that in the last three days, In-
dia’s doubling rate was 11.3
days. Although global mor-
tality rate was around 7%,
India’s was around 3%, and
around 86% of those who
died had a co-morbidity, he
said.

Data from the State
Health Departments put the
nationwide death toll at
1,067 and the total number
of positive cases at 32,741,
with 23,334 active ones.

Preeti Sudan, Secretary,
Ministry of Health and Fami-
ly Welfare, said non-COVID
essential medical care ought
not be neglected. Patients
needing care such as dialy-
sis, cancer treatment, dia-

betics, pregnant women and
those su"ering from cardiac
ailments must be given
adequate care. She also
urged States to promote the
Arogya Setu App which was
a self-assessment tool useful
in the prevention e"orts of
the government, said a press

statement. The customary
daily brie!ng for journalists,
conducted by the Health Mi-
nistry, was not held on
Wednesday.

Death toll mounts to 1,008 even as 22,982 cases are active

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

India reports 70 deaths,
highest in a single day
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One of Indian cinema’s lead-
ing actors and its most recog-
nised face internationally,
Irrfan Khan passed away in
Mumbai’s Kokilaben Dhirub-
hai Ambani Hospital on Wed-
nesday. He was admitted on
Tuesday night for a colon in-
fection and died at 11.11 a.m.
the next day because of re-
sultant complications. 

Mr. Khan is survived by
his wife, screenwriter Sutapa
Sikdar and two sons, Babil
and Ayan.

His last rites took place on
Wednesday at the Versova
Kabrastan in Mumbai in the
presence of his family, close
relatives and friends, includ-
ing !lmmakers Vishal Bhard-
waj, Tigmanshu Dhulia and
Abhinay Deo. “We pray for

his peace and we hope he’s
in a better place today. He
was strong in his !ght, and
we all have to be strong too
in this loss,” a statement re-
leased by the family said.

Mr. Khan, 53, was de-
tected with neuroendo-
crine tumour in March
2018 and he battled it
for several
months in
London. He
returned
early last
year to
shoot for
Homi Adja-
nia’s Angre-
zi Medium —
his last !lm —
but had to get
back to London
again in Sep-
tember for

further treatment.
Mr. Khan’s nonagenarian

mother Saeeda Begum
passed away on Saturday

morning in Jaipur, and
according to agency
reports, he paid his
last respects to her
through video

conferencing.
Born in Jaipur,
Mr. Khan started
his illustrious in-
nings in acting
with a stint at
New Delhi’s Na-
tional School
of Drama. 

While Mira
Nair’s Salaam
Bombay (1988)
is credited as
his debut, he
had to strug-
gle long and

hard to make space for him-
self in the world of !lms. 

He acted in a lot of televi-
sion shows through the
1980s and the 1990s, includ-
ing the popular Banegi Apni
Baat.

Notable projects
The !lms to truly get him
noticed were Tigmanshu
Dhulia’s Haasil (2003) and
Vishal Bhardwaj’s Maqbool
(2004). But even before
them, the buzz around him
had started growing strong
abroad with Asif Kapadia’s
The Warrior (2001), in which
he played a brutal warrior on
the road to redemption. 

Ms. Nair’s The Namesake
(2007), based on the Jhumpa
Lahiri book by the same
name, made him gain more
ground internationally. Wes

Anderson’s The Darjeeling
Limited (2007), Michael
Winterbottom’s A Mighty
Heart (2007), Danny Boyle’s
Slumdog Millionaire (2008),
Ang Lee’s Life of Pi (2012)
and Marc Webb’s The Amaz-
ing Spider-Man (2012) were
his other notable projects.
Paan Singh Tomar (2012), in
which he played an athlete-
turned-dacoit, got him the
National Award for Best Ac-
tor. He was honoured with
the Padma Shri in 2011.

He was “a rare talent and a
brilliant actor,” tweeted Pre-
sident Ram Nath Kovind.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi described Irrfan
Khan’s death as “a loss to the
world of cinema and
theatre”. 

India’s crossover star Irrfan Khan passes away 
A loss to the world of cinema and theatre, says PM Modi; President Kovind calls him a rare talent
Special Correspondent

Mumbai

MORE REPORTS " PAGE 14

Although the Centre gave
explicit instructions to reo-
pen its $agship rural jobs
scheme from April 20, only
30 lakh people were provid-
ed work under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) in April, about
17% of the usual, govern-
ment data show. 

In mid-April, only 1% of
the usual number of work-
ers had found employment.

The !gures for this April
are the lowest in !ve years,
and show an 82% drop from
the previous year’s !gure of
1.7 crore workers. Some
States had zero workers as
on April 29, showing they
had not restarted their work
sites at all. Only 1,005 peo-
ple got work in Haryana,
along with 2,014 in Kerala
and 6,376 in Gujarat, show-
ing very low rates of em-
ployment. Andhra Pradesh,

on the other hand, has pro-
vided 10 lakh jobs, though it
is still lower than the 25 lakh
jobs provided last April.

In the light of govern-
ment failure to provide su#-
cient work at a time when
the loss of livelihoods due to
the lockdown and returning
migrant workers have in-
creased the need for work in
Indian villages, there is a ris-
ing demand for compensa-
tion wages to be paid to
workers instead.

This is 82% lower than in previous year 

Priscilla Jebaraj

NEW DELHI 

Labourers at an MGNREGA
work site in Amethi. * PTI

Only 30 lakh found
NREGA work in April

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

With eateries closed and beach goers keeping away, birds !nd it di"cult to get food. A #ock of
pigeons on the Marina beach in Chennai on Wednesday. * R. RAGU 
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Lockdown blues

The National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) is
mandatory for admission to
medical colleges run by reli-
gious and linguistic minority
communities, the Supreme
Court held on Wednesday.

A three-judge Bench led
by Justice Arun Mishra held
that admissions solely
through NEET for graduate
and postgraduate medical/
dental courses does not vio-
late any fundamental and re-
ligious rights of minorities.
NEET would apply for both
aided and unaided medical
colleges run by minorities.

The court dismissed argu-
ments by the managements
of several minority-run med-
ical institutions, including
the Christian Medical Col-
lege Vellore Association, that
bringing them uniformly un-
der the ambit of NEET
would be a violation of their
fundamental right to “occu-

pation, trade and busi-
ness”. 

The colleges had argued
that imposing NEET would
violate their fundamental
rights of religious freedom,
to manage their religious af-
fairs, to administer their in-
stitutions. They said the
State was reneging on its
obligation to act in the best
interest of minorities.

But Justice Mishra, who
wrote the 108-page judg-
ment, said it was time the
!eld of education returned
to the “realm of charity”, a
character it had lost over
the years. NEET was
brought in to weed out mal-
practices in the !eld. 

The court held that the
rights of trade, business
and occupation or religious
rights “do not come in the
way of securing transparen-
cy and recognition of merits
in admissions”.

‘It doesn’t violate fundamental rights’ 

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

NEET applies to
minority colleges: SC 

IN PUBLIC INTEREST " PAGE 8 

Punjab on Wednesday be-
came the !rst State in the
country to announce that it
would extend the lock-
down till May 17, while per-
mitting the opening of
shops in a staggered way
on rotation for four hours
every morning from April
30.

Chief Minister Amarin-
der Singh, in a video ad-
dress, also unveiled steps
for limited lifting of lock-
down restrictions from
April 30 in the non-con-
tainment and non-red
zones. The situation will be
reviewed after two weeks
and further relaxations will
be announced if the pan-
demic is in control, he said.

The limited relaxations
from Thursday include
permission for opening all
registered shops, except
those in multi-brand and
single-brand malls, with
50% sta" strength from 7
a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Punjab extends
lockdown by
two weeks 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

India continues to be on
the ‘Priority Watch List’ of
the United States Trade Re-
presentative (USTR) for
lack of adequate intellec-
tual property (IP) rights
protection and enforce-
ment, the USTR said in its
Annual Special 301 Report,
released on Wednesday. 

India remained one of
the most challenging eco-
nomies for IP enforcement
and protection, the report
said, using language it has
used previously. Algeria,
Argentina, Chile, China, In-
donesia, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, Ukraine and Venezuela
are also on the Priority
Watch List. While India
made “meaningful pro-
gress” to enhance IP pro-
tection and enforcement in
some areas over the past
year, it did not resolve re-
cent and long-standing
challenges, and created
new ones, the report said. 

India remains
on U.S. Priority
Watch List 
Sriram Lakshman 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

The State capital saw anoth-
er spike in the number of
COVID-19 cases on Wednes-
day with 94 of the 104 new
patients in Tamil Nadu com-
ing from Chennai.

In fact, it was the second
consecutive day when the
number of fresh patients
crossed 100.

Two persons, including a
27-year-old pregnant wo-
man, died of COVID-19 in the
city. In Karur, however, a 95-
year-old woman hailing
from Dindigul was dis-
charged from hospital after
making a full recovery.

Eight more children test-
ed positive for COVID-19, tak-
ing the count in the 0-12 age
group to 129 — 71 boys and 58
girls. This included a two-
year-old, a three-year-old

and a four-year-old child.
Eleven others, aged 13 to 20
years, have also tested
positive.

The State’s tally of CO-
VID-19 cases stood at 2,162*,
while the death toll in-
creased to 27. A 65-year-old
man, who was su"ering
from cancer, died of CO-
VID-19 at Rajiv Gandhi Go-

vernment General Hospital.
He was a resident of Chen-
nai. The pregnant woman
died at the Government Kas-
turba Gandhi Hospital for
Women and Children on
April 27. Her samples re-
turned positive for COVID-19
on Wednesday. O#cials said
she was married a year ago
and was to give birth in
mid-May.

A total of 82 persons were
discharged after treatment
across the State. This took
the number of persons dis-
charged to 1,210. So far, 210
persons have been dis-
charged in Chennai followed
by 121 in Coimbatore, 91 in
Tiruppur, 69 in Erode and
66 in Dindigul. A total of 922
persons continue to be un-
der treatment. 

Chennai sees spike with 94 new cases
Two deaths in city; 10 fresh cases in rest of Tamil Nadu

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

A police o"cer hands out
vitamin pills to colleagues in
Chennai on Wednesday. * PTI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2
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Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Wednesday
said the State government
would increase the rate of
testing samples for COVID-19
in red zones and speed up
testing in Chennai, which ac-
counts for around 35% of the
cases reported in the State so
far.

Besides, the government
has constituted 15 !eld sup-
port teams (FSTs) to assist
the district administration in
containment zones in the
Chennai, Coimbatore, Madu-
rai, Salem and Tiruppur
Municipal Corporations.

Mr. Palaniswami said that
the testing of samples would
be ramped up, and that “all
those living on the streets
where COVID-19 cases were
reported” would be tested in
the !rst phase. In the next
phase, residents of the res-
pective wards will be ran-
domly tested. In Chennai,
the number of mobile testing
units will be increased from

the existing three to 10, to
reach houses of those sus-
pected to have COVID-19.

“With Chennai reporting
more cases, the Chief Minis-
ter is focusing more on con-
taining the spread here. Dur-
ing the Collectors’ meeting,
it emerged that the e"orts
being made in districts and
rural areas have been paying
o". The challenge is primari-
ly in Chennai and some oth-
er places,” a senior o#cial
told The Hindu.

Six zones of the Greater

Chennai Corporation that
have at least 40 patients —
Tondiarpet (zone 4), Royap-
uram (zone 5), Thiru-Vi-Ka
Nagar (zone 6), Anna Nagar
(zone 8), Teynampet (zone
9) and Kodambakkam (zone
10) — have been assigned an
FST each. Three other FSTs
have been assigned to three
zones each, and one team
has been assigned to the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion’s headquarters. Like-
wise, Tiruppur, Coimbatore,
Madurai and Salem Munici-
pal Corporations have been
assigned an FST each.

These teams will “assist
the district administration/

the Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration to ensure manage-
ment of containment zones,
provision of essential servic-
es in the containment area,
contract tracing and testing,
etc.” Each FST comprises
IAS and IPS o#cers and se-
nior o#cials from local bo-
dies and the Health Depart-
ment. The District Collectors
will coordinate with FSTs.

Containment zones
Mr. Palaniswami said that
hand sanitisers, masks and
disinfectants would be distri-
buted to residents of all
houses in the containment
zones. A new committee
would be constituted to as-
certain if there were CO-
VID-19 cases without a pro-
ven contact history, and
then trace their contacts. He
also gave a series of other in-
structions to raise awareness
on the importance of physi-
cal distancing, wearing
masks and ensuring hygiene.

Arrangements will be
made to quarantine the poor
in government quarantine
facilities if they are unable to
do so on their own due to
space constraints. Mobile
toilets will be arranged in
containment zones, if need-
ed, he said.

More testing, !eld support teams to arrest virus spread 
CM says Chennai
to be in focus as it
accounts for 35%
of all cases in T.N. 

Dennis S. Jesudasan

CHENNAI

Boats at the Rameswaram !shing jetty were damaged after
gusty winds battered the area on Wednesday. * L. BALACHANDAR 

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Wednes-
day announced that provi-
sion stores and grocery
shops would be allowed to
function from 6 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Chennai, Coimba-
tore and Madurai Munici-
pal Corporation limits on
April 30.

However, from May 1,
timings for shops selling
provisions and vegetables
will continue to be from 6
a.m. to 1 p.m., Mr. Palanis-
wami said in a statement.

Once the complete lock-
down in Chennai, Coimba-
tore and Madurai Corpora-
tions is lifted, the
restrictions that prevailed
before April 26 will conti-
nue to apply, the Chief Mi-
nister said.

Mr. Palaniswami also
urged people to follow
physical distancing norms
and not rush, but remain
patient while shopping. 

The Chief Minister also
urged them to wear masks
while stepping outside
houses to shop.

Grocery shops
to stay open
till 5 p.m.
today: CM
Dennis S. Jesudasan

Chennai

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Wednesday
directed all District Collec-
tors to submit a report to the
State government at the ear-
liest, suggesting speci!c in-
dustries that could be al-
lowed to function,
depending on the COVID-19
situation in their respective
districts.

Indicating the possibility
of a relaxation of the lock-
down in districts designated
as green zones, the Chief Mi-
nister directed Collectors to
implement relevant guide-
lines as and when the State
government issues them. 

According to the Centre’s
classi!cation, green zones
are districts where there are
no cases of COVID-19, whe-
reas orange zones have a re-
latively small number of pa-
tients and red zones have a
high case count.

During a video-confe-
rence, Mr. Palaniswami told
Collectors that they could

take steps to allow industries
to function in green zones,
as and when the govern-
ment issues appropriate in-
structions. He urged o#cials
to take steps to ensure
orange zones turn green
zones and red zones turn
orange zones at the earliest.

Collectors were directed
to watch out for the move-
ment of people and vehicles
through inter-State borders
and subject such travellers
to medical checks. 

He also directed the Com-
missioner of the Greater

Chennai Corporation and all
District Collectors to submit
a report on the total number
of migrant workers (State-
wise) residing in urban and
rural areas. He instructed
them to ensure that dry ra-
tions and other forms of aid
reached the bene!ciaries.

Largely under control
The spread of the disease
was largely under control in
the State, barring Chennai,
the Chief Minister said.
“Chennai is a large city with
a relatively higher popula-
tion density. Since many live
on narrow streets, it is easy
for the disease to spread.
That is also why there has
been an increase in deaths
in Chennai,” he said. 

Deputy Chief Minister O.
Panneerselvam, Health Mi-
nister C. Vijayabaskar, Reve-
nue Minister R.B. Udhayaku-
mar, Chief Secretary K.
Shanmugam, Director-Gen-
eral of Police J.K. Tripathy
and senior o#cials took part
in Wednesday’s meeting.

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Artists giving !nal touches
to a painting on Anna Salai
to raise awareness about
the pandemic. * R. RAVINDRAN

Collectors told to identify units
that can be allowed to operate

The State government has
decided to double the rice
entitlement of all rice-draw-
ing ration cardholders in Ta-
mil Nadu for the next three
months, to alleviate hardship
caused by the COVID-19 lock-
down. This is in tune with
the government’s policy of
universal public distribution
system (UPDS).

As done for the ordinary
allocation of rice, every card-
holder will get the additional
allocation of free rice, at 5 kg
per person a month.

There are about 2.01 crore
rice-drawing cards, of which
priority household (PHH)
cards are 1.15 crore and non-
priority household (NPHH)
cards, around 86 lakh. The
broad objective of the State

government is to ensure that
no card receives a lower
amount of rice than what it
would normally receive un-
der the UPDS, as per an or-
der issued by the Coopera-
tion, Food and Civil Supplies
Department on Monday.

With this, a ration card,
having four persons as mem-
bers of a household, will be

entitled to receive 40 kg of
free rice a month, up to the
end of June. Ordinarily, the
monthly entitlement is 20 kg
for a card of four persons.
The order states that PDS be-
ne!ciaries can draw the ad-
ditional entitlement for the
month of April in May and
June, while obtaining their
revised quota of rice. In oth-

er words, during the period
of April-June, a ration card in
the State will cumulatively
get 120 kg of rice free.

The State government’s
move is an improvement ov-
er the Central government’s
scheme — the Prime Minister
Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana
(PMGKAY) — wherein only
two types of ration cardhol-

ders, the Priority Household
(PHH) and Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY), are entitled to
receive the additional alloca-
tion of 5 kg per person a
month for the three months
(April-June), over and above
the norms as stipulated by
the National Food Security
Act (NFSA).

Another decision taken by
the government is to in-
crease the minimum entitle-
ment during the three
months, for single-member
ration cards, to 7 kg per card
a month from 5 kg per card a
month, which is the norm
under NFSA. By providing an
additional quantity of 5 kg
per person in such cards in
light of the lockdown, the to-
tal entitlement will go up to
12 kg, which is even other-
wise being given in Tamil Na-
du for single-member ration
cards. The State govern-
ment’s move to cover NPHH
cards involves an additional
requirement of 66,271

tonnes of rice a month, at the
rate of $146 crore a month. In
total, it will cost $438 crore
additionally to the exche-
quer for the three months. 

But the government will
spend only $84 crore more
than the originally-budgeted
amount. This is because it
will be able to save $354
crore from the transaction of
pulses procurement, as the
State has been allocated
11,108 tonnes of tur dal by the
Centre, free under the
PMGKAY, for PHH and AAY
cards. A few days before the
Centre came out with
PMGKAY in March, the State
government announced that
rice, one kg each of sugar
and tur dal, and one kg of ed-
ible oil would be given free to
all entitled ration cardhol-
ders in April, apart from
$1,000 in cash each to rice-
drawing cards. It had also de-
cided to extend this conces-
sion, except the cash sup-
port, for the month of May.

Ration cardholders to get double their free rice quota for 3 months
Move to alleviate
hardship caused
by lockdown
T. Ramakrishnan

CHENNAI

The Madras High Court has
taken serious note of the
fact that doctors, paramedi-
cal sta" and sanitation work-
ers of the Rajiv Gandhi Go-
vernment General Hospital
(RGGGH) have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. It has
called for a report from the
State government on the
provision of personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE) to
front line workers, in the
!ght against the disease.

Justices M. Sathyanaraya-
nan and M. Nirmal Kumar
granted time till May 13 for
Additional Advocate Gener-
al S.R. Rajagopal to !le a
comprehensive status re-
port, with supporting docu-
ments, on the number of
PPEs distributed to front
line sta". The interim order
was passed on a public in-
terest litigation (PIL) peti-
tion !led by advocate S. Jim-
raj Milton.

The petitioner had insist-
ed upon issuing PPE kits not
just to doctors, nurses and
other hospital sta" but also
to police personnel, elec-
tricity and telecommunica-
tion sta" and others in-
volved in delivering
essential services. He point-
ed out that these workers
were risking their lives to
protect others and some of
them had, in the process,
contracted the disease.

During the course of the
hearing through video-con-
ferencing, the judges took
note of a newspaper report

published on Monday re-
garding the Madras Medical
College hostel having been
shut after two postgraduate
students reportedly tested
positive for COVID-19 and
the source having been
traced to a sanitation work-
er at the hostel.

The judges recorded in
their interim order that
some doctors in RGGGH had
complained to the newspap-
er of not having been pro-
vided a su#cient number of
PPE kits. “This court is con-
cerned about doctors, nurs-
es, sanitation workers and
policemen who are the fore-
front warriors,” they said.

Further, appreciating the
services rendered by those
in the Revenue Administra-
tion Department as well as
local bodies, the judges said
their interests should also
be taken care of by the State.
The Bench added that gui-
delines had been issued by
the National Centre for Dis-
ease Control to make PPE
kits mandatory in the check-
list for isolation rooms.

Court takes note of sta! testing positive
Mohamed Imranullah S.

CHENNAI

The court expressed concern
over the safety of front line
workers. * PTI

HC seeks report on
provision of PPE to
healthcare workers 

The fresh cases were report-
ed in !ve districts. Apart
from Chennai, there were
four cases in Chengalpattu,
three in Kancheepuram, two
in Villupuram and one in Ti-
ruvallur. With this, Chen-
nai’s count has gone up to
768 cases, according to the
bulletin issued by the Direc-
torate of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine.

While Krishnagiri conti-
nued to be in the green zone
with no positive cases, four
districts — Kanniyakumari,
Ramanathapuram, Ranipet
and Perambalur — moved
from the red zone to orange
(districts that have less than
15 cases or no new cases in
the last 14 days). 

With this, the number of
districts in the orange zone
increased to 11, while 25 dis-
tricts continue to be in the
red zone (more than 15 cases
or doubling time less than
four days).

The number of persons
with an unlinked source of

infection (primary) in-
creased to 37 on Wednesday.
O#cials of the Health de-
partment said they were in-
tensifying existing activities
in Chennai Corporation
areas. “The more cosmopoli-
tan an area is, the higher the
problem. Testing in Chennai
is de!nitely on the higher
side. More than 3,000 sam-

ples were sent for testing,
and it is all set to double.
That the city has more num-
ber of positive cases should
not be a reason for fear
among the public. It means
we are searching for and
!nding more cases,” an o#-
cial said. 

The number of samples
tested stood at 8,087, the

highest so far. With this,
1,09,961 samples have been
tested so far. 

In addition to the 41 test-
ing facilities in the State,
three more laboratories in
the government sector have
been approved for testing
COVID-19 — the Government
Medical College Hospital,
Omandurar Estate, Sivagan-

ga Medical College Hospital
and Virudhunagar Medical
College Hospital. With this,
there are 33 government
testing facilities and 11 in the
private sector.

(*This is inclusive of two
deaths cross-noti!ed to other
States and one patient who
died after testing negative
for the infection)

Chennai sees spike with 94 new cases

Very few patients who tested
positive for COVID-19 in Ta-
mil Nadu have required ven-
tilator support till now. A few
others, who did require oxy-
gen, were put on high-%ow
oxygen therapy and reco-
vered well, said senior doc-
tors involved in the treat-
ment of COVID-19 patients. 

As on date, the State has a

total of 2,162 COVID-19 cases.
Of this, 1,210 persons have
been discharged from hospi-
tals, leaving 902 patients in
hospitals, undergoing treat-
ment. The State has so far re-
corded 27 deaths due to
COVID-19.

A senior doctor said that
of all those who tested posi-
tive in the State so far, 2-3%
may have required ventilator
support. About 5-10% re-

quired intensive care.
“Right now, none of the

patients in hospitals in the
State are on ventilator sup-
port. One of the main rea-
sons is that we are picking up
cases early. Some were put
on high-%ow oxygen therapy
and it has helped them. They
came out well and were dis-
charged,” he said. 

Another reason is the
close monitoring of asymp-

tomatic patients in the high-
risk category. “The State has
been advising that asympto-
matic patients, falling under
the high-risk category, such
as the elderly and those hav-
ing co-morbid conditions,
should be closely monitored.
While this has helped us stay
on the safer side, it has de!-
nitely helped us detect hy-
poxia early,” he said. 

Another senior govern-

ment doctor said that there
were several studies and the-
ories on ventilator support,
high-%ow oxygen therapy,
and keeping patients in a
prone position to improve
oxygenation. “We are in a sit-
uation where it is early to tell
which one gives better suc-
cess rates. Nevertheless, as
of now, the number of criti-
cal patients is less in the
State,” the doctor said. 

In any infectious disease,
there are three determining
factors — agent (virus or bac-
teria), environment, and
host, a doctor, said, adding:
“All three factors should be
favourable for the infection
to be established.”

“In COVID-19, the infectiv-
ity is high, that is, person to
person transmission is high.
But the disease is developing
less in people,” he said.

Very few patients in T.N. have needed ventilator support, say doctors
Identifying cases early and monitoring asymptomatic patients in the high-risk category are cited as reasons

Serena Josephine M. 

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu has raised
$2,000 crore through the
issue of bonds known as
State Development Loans
(SDLs) with a tenure of 30
years, at an interest rate of
7.15%, according to data
from RBI. With this, the
State has so far raised
$8,560 crore ($8,000 crore
this month alone) by sell-
ing bonds to meet the in-
creased expenditure due
to the COVID-19 outbreak.

Earlier this month, the
Centre allowed States to
raise $3.2 lakh crore in net
market borrowings during
the !rst nine months of the
current !nancial year, as a
result of which Tamil Nadu
will be able to borrow
$28,880 crore. “While sev-
eral States have issued
shorter tenor SDLs of 1-3
years, Tamil Nadu has reis-
sued a 30-year SDL,” said
Jayanta Roy, senior vice-
president at ICRA.

T.N. raises
"2,000 cr. by
issue of bonds
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Cabinet will meet on
May 2 to decide on whether
to lift the COVID-19 lock-
down from May 4. It will al-
so look at ways to lift restric-
tions imposed since March
24.

Con!rming this, a senior
o#cial told The Hindu that
the government had to con-

sult multiple stakeholders,
besides receiving ground in-
puts from District Collectors
before taking any decision.

“But, even otherwise, of-
!cials have indicated a stag-
gered exit and not to open
all gates on day 1 (May 4),”
he said. He said the recom-
mendations of the 21-mem-
ber expert committee
would shape the decision.

Cabinet to meet on May 2,
decide on lockdown 

Dennis S. Jesudasan

CHENNAI

Thermal scanning being conducted among people at a
temporary market in Erode. * M. GOVARTHAN

FROM PAGE ONE

The Office of  the United States Trade Representative (USTR) has published a notice, amending lists of  
developing and least-developed countries that are eligible for preferential treatment with respect to 
countervailing duties (CVDs) investigations. 
 
The new lists consist of  36 developing countries and 44 least developed countries. 
Why this is a cause for concern for India? 
 
India was, until February 10, on the developing country list and therefore eligible for these more relaxed 
standards. It has now been taken off  of  that list. 
 
Countries not given special consideration have lower levels of  protection against a CVD investigation. 
This will now make it easier for it to impose countervailing duties (CVDs) on goods from India. 
The move has cast a shadow on India being able to restore preferential benefits under the Generalised System 
of  Preference (GSP) as part of  its trade talks with the US, as only developing countries are eligible for it. 
What is the basis for classification? 
 
To harmonise U.S. law with the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Subsidies and Countervailing Measures 
(SCM) Agreement, the USTR had, in 1998, come up with lists of  countries classified as per their level of  
development. 
 
These lists were used to determine whether they were potentially subject to U.S. countervailing duties. 
The de minimis (too small to warrant concern) thresholds and import volume allowance are more relaxed for 
developing and least-developed countries. 
The de minimis standard is usually a subsidy of  1% or less ad valorem and 2 percent for special cases. 
The 1998 rule is now “obsolete” as per the USTR notice. 
 
What was considered as negligible import volumes? 
 
If  a country’s goods constitute less than 3% of  all imports of  that good into the U.S., it meets the ‘negligible 
import volumes’ standard. For special cases it is 4%. 
Imports do not meet the standard, if  , individual volumes are less than 3% (special cases: 4%) but the 
aggregate volume of  imports into the U.S. is 7% of  all such goods. 
Criteria: 
 
The USTR used the following criteria to determine whether a country was eligible for the 2% de minimis 
standard: (1) Per capita Gross National Income or GNI (2) share of  world trade (3) other factors such as 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) membership or application for 
membership, EU membership, and Group of  Twenty (G20) membership. 
 
Why India was removed from this list? 
 
India, along with Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam were taken off  the list since they each 
have at least a 0.5% share of  the global trade, despite having less than $12, 375 GNI (the World Bank threshold 
separating high income countries from others). 
 
India was taken off  the list also because — like Argentina, Brazil, Indonesia and South Africa — it is part of  the 
G20. Given the global economic significance of  the G20, and the collective economic weight of  its membership 
(which accounts for large shares of  global economic output and trade), G20 membership indicates that a 
country is developed.



CM
YK

M CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU CHENNAI

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2020 3
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CHENNAI

Published by N. Ravi at Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860, Anna Salai, Chennai-600002 on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., and Printed by D. Rajkumar at Plot B-6 & B-7, CMDA Industrial Complex, Maraimalai Nagar, Chengleput Taluk, Kancheepuram Dist., Pin: 603209. Editor: Suresh Nambath (Responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act).

Regd. TN/ARD/17/2012-2014 ! RNI No. 1001/1957 ! ISSN 0971 - 751X ! Vol. 143 ! No. 103

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Timings

CHENNAI

THURSDAY, APR. 30

RISE 05:49 SET 18:24

RISE 11:37 SET 00:00

FRIDAY, MAY. 01

RISE 05:49 SET 18:24

RISE 12:35 SET 00:46

SATURDAY, MAY. 02

RISE 05:48 SET 18:24

RISE 13:34 SET 01:37

Over 65% of the COVID-19
case load in the city has been
reported in three zones of
north Chennai. 

The 426 sq. km of the city
is divided into 15 zones with
a total population of around
70 lakh.

Chennai Corporation
Commissioner G. Prakash on
Wednesday said the city’s
northern zones — Tondiar-
pet, Royapuram and Thiru
Vi Ka Nagar — have regis-
tered more positive cases.
“The number of positive cas-
es in north Chennai is more
because of the population
density. The city has a popu-
lation density of 27,000 per
sq. km while north Chennai
has 55,000 per sq. km. Six
wards in north Chennai re-
ported more positive cases,”
he said.

“The testing rate in Chen-

nai is also one of the highest
in the country. We have col-
lected 22,000 samples for
focused testing, out of which
673 persons have tested pos-
itive for COVID-19. But 44
positive cases have unlinked
history. We have formed spe-
cial teams to trace the links.
There is no community
spread,” Mr. Prakash insist-
ed. He said 200 samples
from traders in Koyambedu

had been collected and ad-
ded, “Over 1,600 retail trad-
ers will be shifted to 245
playgrounds in the city.”

Stressing on the need for
social distancing in commer-
cial establishments, Mr. Pra-
kash said shops violating
norms of social distancing
will be sealed for three
months.

“Over 1.75 lakh people in
containment zones will soon

get assistance from volun-
teers who will facilitate sup-
ply of essential commodi-
ties,” Mr. Prakash said.

Over 95% of positive cases
are asymptomatic in the city.
For example, most of the 59
media persons who have
tested positive are asympto-
matic. The Corporation has
created 22,000 quarantine
spaces in various parts of the
city. An additional 22,000
will be created in private
schools, private lodges and
colleges.

Case in Ripon Buildings
An employee at the Chennai
Corporation headquarters
Ripon Buildings has tested
positive for COVID-19 and
has been admitted to a hos-
pital. “His condition is sta-
ble. Samples have been col-
lected from more employees
from Ripon Buildings,” an of-
!cial said.

With over 65% of COVID-19
cases, all eyes on north Chennai
The region has a high population density — 55,000 people per sq. km

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

In the clear: Contacts of COVID-19 patients returning home
after testing negative at a hospital in Tondiarpet.

* B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

The Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration has been instructed to
ensure that the number of
samples tested daily for CO-
VID-19 in the city is stepped
up from 1,300 to the 1,500-
1,800 range, according to
Chief Secretary K. Shanmu-
gam. 

Responding to a question
on the perception that there
was “delay” in taking sam-
ples, testing and declaring
the results, the Chief Secre-
tary, told The Hindu on Wed-
nesday, that this was the
case about a week ago. 

Now, “both data entry
and updating the results are
done online. The time taken
is only 24 hours. There are
no issues, now,” he said, ad-
ding that he was personally
monitoring the situation dai-
ly. 

In terms of samples tested
per million population, it

was highest in Chennai. As
for contact tracing, Mr.
Shanmugam said this had
“improved a lot.” The time
taken for completing the cy-
cle was 48 hours. Multiple
agencies such as the police,
Health Department and the
local bodies were all in-
volved. “As for Chennai, the
status is being reviewed dai-
ly by Director-General of Pol-
ice [ J.K. Tripathy] and I,” he
said. 

Attributing the rising
graph of positive cases in
Chennai to increased test-
ing, Mr. Shanmugam em-
phasised that “Chennai is
our focus.” Field teams were
posted in areas with a heavy
concentration of the CO-
VID-19 cases to keep a close
watch on following proce-
dures such as contact trac-
ing and containment area
management, Mr. Shanmu-
gam said.

Field teams posted for contact tracing and containment 

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

Media personnel in PPE kits reporting from the gates of the
High Court on Wednesday. * PTI

Daily testing of samples to be
stepped up in city, says CS 

A delivery partner with on-
line food ordering and deliv-
ery app Swiggy was among
those who tested positive
for COVID-19 in the city. 

The Greater Chennai Cor-
poration con!rmed this and
said that contact tracing was
under way. “We are tracing
64 contacts and taking ne-
cessary action. Swiggy has
also been cooperating with
us for the same,” said a se-
nior o"cial.

Six members of his family
have tested negative and
have currently been quaran-
tined. In an o"cial state-
ment, Swiggy said that in ac-
cordance with prede!ned
protocols, the delivery
partner was quarantined as
soon as the incident was dis-
covered and he was current-
ly in the care of health
authorities.

“We are committed to
supporting the delivery
partner through this period.
We have been working with
local health authorities to

support them in any way
needed,” the statement
said. As part of the mea-
sures taken, Swiggy said
that they have strongly en-
couraged contactless deliv-
ery and have been checking
for mask usage through
technology as well as using
their network of restaurants
to test delivery partners for
symptoms. “Another mea-
sure we will be taking is that
all deliveries will soon man-
datorily be no-contact deliv-
eries,” the company added.

Delivery partner tests
positive for COVID-19
Contact tracing on, family quarantined

Staff Reporter

CHENNAI

Swiggy said the delivery
partner was quarantined as
soon as the incident was
discovered. * M. VEDHAN

As COVID -19 positive cases have
been reported in most parts of the
city, various residents’ associa-
tions have started blocking streets
using banners and signboards ask-
ing outsiders not to enter.

The city has recorded around
673 cases and Royapuram zone
alone has 164 cases, followed by
Thiru Vi Ka Nagar with 128 cases.
Zones such as Manali and Sholinga-
nallur have recorded very few pos-
itive cases so far.

Meanwhile, residents in many
parts of the city have now started
taking precautions and are not al-
lowing outsiders. 

“The MGR Nagar locality in Thi-
rumullaivoyal houses more than
400 families and there are many
migrant workers too. The friends
of workers visit the locality often
and the stretch is used by people to
reach Thirumullaivoyal Main
Road. Hence, we decided to put a
board asking outsiders not to en-
ter,” said Mullai Dayalan, a
resident.

Meanwhile, M. Selvi, a resident
of Rettakuzha lane near Mundaka-
kanni Amman MRTS station in My-
lapore, said residents in the lane
decided not to allow anyone to en-
ter the area. “The decision was ta-
ken after a few residents, living
near Dr. Ambedkar Bridge o# R.K.
Salai, tested positive for COVID-19.
The youngsters from that locality
often hang out in our area,” she
said.

TNSCB tenements too
In Perumbakkam, the Tamil Nadu
Slum Clearance Board (TNSCB)
tenements has also restricted out-
sider entry. “There are four entries
into a block. Three of them have
been blocked. The lift operator
does not allow visitors into the
block. The residents have to come
down and meet them,” a resident
said.

Similarly, residents of some
apartment complexes in Padikup-
pam also put up signboards at the
entrance asking visitors not to
come inside till the lockdown is ov-
er.

Signboards, banners used to block streets

Vivek Narayanan 

CHENNAI

Desperate measures: A makeshift barricade erected on a street in
Kundrathur bars entry to visitors. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ 

Residents bar visitors
from their localities

Flower merchants in Koyam-
bedu market have decided
to close shops till May 3 and
not source produce till then
as a precautionary measure
against COVID-19.

While alternate space was
being prepared in Madhava-
ram for $ower and fruits
traders at Koyambedu, $ow-
er merchants have decided
not to shift citing various
reasons. 

S. Mookiah, president,
Koyambedu Wholesale
Flowers Market Merchants’
Association said there are
about 470 $ower shops in
Koyambedu. it would be dif-
!cult for 3,000 traders and
labourers to shift overnight
to the alternate site. There
may be hardships in bring-
ing produce to Madhavaram
late at night. 

“We have already stopped
sourcing $owers to the
Koyambedu market since
Sunday. One of the $ower

merchants tested positive
for COVID-19 in his residen-
tial area. Instead of shifting
to Madhavaram, we decided
to shut shops and support
the government’s directive
not to function in Koyambe-
du,” he said. Similarly, fruits
merchants plan to close
shop after Thursday. Li-
censed traders were provid-
ed application forms to allot
shops at Madhavaram. 

S. Srinivasan, wholesale
fruit merchant at Koyambe-
du, said, “We plan to !nish
selling stock on Thursday
and then shut shops. It will

be tough to shift to Madhava-
ram for most fruit traders.”

Meanwhile, wholesale ve-
getable traders who were al-
lowed to function at Koyam-
bedu reported less sales.
Some of them dumped the
unsold stock in the market.
About 250-300 shops oper-
ated on Wednesday. The
market received only 200
truckloads of vegetables,
which was half the daily load
on Wednesday. Some retail-
ers continue to seek space in
the Koyambedu mofussil
bus terminus, traders ad-
ded.

Many decide to shut shop until the end of lockdown

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Workers preparing temporary stalls for fruit and !ower
sellers at the Madhavaram bus terminal. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

Koyambedu fruit, !ower sellers
against moving to Madhavaram

The Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration said all establish-
ments which have been per-
mitted to function should be
sanitized and disinfected
twice a day. 

Corporation Commis-
sioner G. Prakash, in a state-
ment, said establishments
which were open and func-
tioning should be disinfect-
ed twice a day and all em-
ployees should
compulsorily wear masks.
These establishments have
been directed to ensure that
physical distancing is main-
tained and employees wash
their hands regularly. After
every use, ATMs should be
sanitized, the GCC has di-
rected. 

Functioning establish-
ments have been asked to
have a team of people in
charge of disinfecting the
space. 

Details regarding the
number of employees work-
ing as well as measures ta-
ken to disinfect and sanitize
the premises has to be pro-
vided to the Corporation be-

fore May 1, the Commission-
er said. O"cials from the
Health Department are ex-
pected to carry out inspec-
tions of these premises as
well. 

The Corporation warned
violators will be penalised.

Disinfect establishments
twice a day: Corporation 
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI

The City Police
Commissioner A.K.
Viswanathan asked
residents not to
indulge in panic
buying on Thursday
and opt for
neighbourhood shops.

In a video message,
he said to help people
purchase goods after
the intensi!ed
lockdown, shops will
be open from 6 a.m. to
5 p.m. on Thursday.

‘Refrain
from panic
buying’
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

In an e#ort to track people
leaving their homes for no
reason during the lock-
down, the city police have
started using an app called
Eye Tracker from
Wednesday.

“The police personnel
will scan the driving li-
cence or Aadhaar card us-
ing the app. If the motorist
does not have either, his
mobile number will be en-
tered along with the pur-
pose of travel,” said Shek-
har Deshmukh, deputy
commissioner of police,
Mylapore.

All these details will be
stored in a server. “This
will have the travel history
of the motorists. With this
app, the policemen will be
able to identify them easi-
ly,” said another senior of-
!cer. If the motorists are
found caught roaming
around frequently without
any reason, their vehicles
would be seized.

An app to help
police track
violators
Vivek Narayanan 

CHENNAI
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TAMIL NADU

Donation of plasma
laudable, says Prince
CHENNAI

The Prince of Arcot, Nawab
Mohammed Abdul Ali, on
Wednesday appreciated the
decision of some Tablighi
Jamaat members, who have
recovered from COVID-19 and
come forward to donate their
blood plasma for the relief of
other patients. In a
statement, he acknowledged
that the Jamaat had acted in
haste and conducted its Delhi
conference in March though
the pandemic was spreading
globally. However, there was
no truth in the allegation that
they had intended to infect
others. He said that their
gesture in donating blood
plasma showed their
generosity and large
heartedness and willingness
to help all, irrespective of
caste, creed or religion.

IN BRIEF

11 arrive from Surat,
quarantined at Ambur
TIRUPATTUR

Revenue and health officials
have sent 12 persons, who
were stranded in Ambur, to
Surat by specially-arranged
cabs. Similarly, 11 persons
who returned from Gujarat
have been quarantined in
Ambur. 

NLCIL begins operations
at Odisha blocks
CUDDALORE

NLC India Ltd (NLCIL)
commenced coal production
at its Talabira II and III coal
blocks in Odisha. The coal
mines allotted to NLCIL in
2016 has a capacity of 20
million tonnes per annum.
Rakesh Kumar, CMD, NLCIL,
said the PSU had achieved
success on Talabira project
during a difficult time due to
the lockdown.

The Union government’s de-
cision to bring the Cauvery
Water Management Authori-
ty (CWMA) under the Minis-
try of Jal Shakti has evoked
sti! opposition from farm-
ers’ organisations in the
Cauvery delta region. 

While the move was
viewed as an “administrative
procedure” in o"cial circles
in Chennai, a section of
farmers’ leaders has ex-
pressed apprehensions that
it could erode the autonomy
and dilute the powers of the
Authority. The Cauvery Del-
ta Farmers Welfare Associa-
tion, the original petitioner
in the Cauvery dispute, ho-
wever, hoped that the
Centre’s latest noti#cation
would not have any adverse
impact for the State.

The CWMA was constitut-
ed in June 2018 under the di-
rection of Supreme Court to
give e!ect to the #nal award
of the Cauvery Water Dis-
putes Tribunal as modi#ed
by the court in its order dat-
ed February 16, 2018.

S. Ranganathan, general
secretary, Cauvery Delta
Farmers Welfare Associa-
tion, hoped that the charac-

ter of the CWMA as enunciat-
ed in the orders of the
Tribunal and Supreme Court
would not be changed by the
Centre’s latest noti#cation.
“We don’t know why it has
been done now but hope the
CWMA will continue to have
the same powers and
strength of force,” Mr.Ranga-
nathan observed.

But other farmers’ organi-
sations viewed it as an at-
tempt to render the CWMA
ine!ective. Reacting strong-
ly, P.R.Pandian, general se-

cretary, Tamizhaga Cauvery
Vivasayigal Sangam, alleged
that the decision was noth-
ing but an attempt to cripple
the CWMA. “The Centre’s
actions appear to be suppor-
tive of Karnataka, which had
opposed the formation of
the CWMA. It has not even
appointed a full-time chair-
man to the authority. The lat-
est noti#cation has come as a
shock to us,” Mr. Pandian
said and demanded the revo-
cation of the noti#cation.

The noti#cation went

against the #nal award of the
Tribunal which clearly speci-
#ed that the mechanism to
enforce its order should be
“independent in character
and empowered,” observed
Arupathy S. Kalyanam, gen-
eral secretary, Federation of
Farmers' Associations of Del-
ta Districts. “The Supreme
Court should take suo moto

cognisance and strike down
the noti#cation,” he
demanded.

“We can not expect the
CWMA to act independently
when it is under a Ministry of
the Centre; we need an auto-
nomous and empowered
authority to get our monthly
quota of water in Cauvery
river,” said ‘Cauvery’ S. Dha-
napalan, general secretary,
Cauvery Farmers Protection
Association. Questioning the
timing of the noti#cation, he
termed it as “cunning” act by
the Centre as farmers can
not take to streets against it
as prohibitory orders were
in force now. “Nevertheless,
we have decided to hoists
black $ags in our houses to-
morrow and we will not hes-
itate to launch a protest if the
Centre did not revoke the
noti#cation,” Mr.Dhanapa-
lan said.

Farmers oppose Centre’s move on
Cauvery management authority 
Farmers’ leaders say it could erode autonomy and dilute powers of the Authority

S. Ganesan

Tiruchi

Everyone has a family
member who has some
medical issues — some-

one waiting to check his
blood sugar levels, some
waiting for their pregnancy
ultrasound scan and others
waiting for a surgery — the
list is never ending. 

The big question is, “Is it
safe to go to a hospital for
consultation/procedure dur-
ing these times?”

Thankfully, our country
has taken stringent social
distancing measures like a 6-
week lockdown to $atten the
curve. The peaking of cases
which we see in smaller Eu-
ropean countries and some
States of US is in stark con-
trast to what we have suf-
fered as a large nation. Kera-
la has already $attened its
curve and is showing great
progress with preventive
and containment measures.

The private healthcare
sector has also evolved its
strategies in the past few
weeks. 

A pandemic this large is a
new learning experience for
everyone alive at this mo-
ment in the world. It’s im-
portant for the private sec-
tor in India, being a major
healthcare deliverer, to
learn, evolve and adapt new-
er strategies to cope up with
the unprecedented disaster.

The learning process and
adaptation of knowledge in
implementation has kept In-
dia signi#cantly proactive.
The patient safety measures
and personal protective
equipments (PPEs) against
the virus have been a result
of the knowledge shared
across the continents after
analysing the rapidly evolv-
ing scienti#c data. 

When the world is strug-
gling with the availability of
proper PPEs for the health-
care workforce, thanks to
our innovative and indige-
nous textile infrastructure in
the cities of Coimbatore and
Tiruppur, we could get su"-
cient international standard
PPEs, including Hazmat
Suits, N95 protective masks

etc., in a short time. The syn-
ergy between the govern-
ment and the private health-
care sector has also been
evident — from diagnostics
to treatment areas. These
form the foundation behind
the crusade against CO-
VID-19. 

As more doctors are fall-
ing ill across the world and
even in our country, the
question of patient safety
takes no back foot in any
standard along with the safe-
ty of the healthcare work-
force. As a patient, the fear is
understandable and inevita-
ble, even in emergency sit-
uations, leave alone the
planned visits.

However, with the in-
creasing availability of the
rapid screening for CO-
VID-19, and laboratories per-
forming the PCR testing
(some with in-house collec-
tion facilities), the hospitals
can literally function as indi-
vidual units with Safe Zones,
free from COVID-19, and de-
signated COVID-19 isolation
zones. 

The entire structure of
hospital operations has to be
segregated, minimising con-
tact among patients, with
the highest safety standards
with adequate PPEs for pa-
tient and healthcare teams
alike. 

The safety measures im-
plemented across our own

chain of hospitals is a stand-
ing proof of this evolution of
our understanding and im-
plementation of patient safe-
ty measures.

Based on the data collated
and analysed by more than
100 doctors, we have formu-
lated ‘GEM Patient Safety In-
itiatives — GPSI’, which are
implemented across our fa-
cilities in Tamil Nadu and
Kerala. Identi#cation, isola-
tion, providing information,
educating the patients are
the key functions of GPSI.
Making all facilities adopt a
unidirectional $ow, segre-
gating the visitors with phys-
ical distancing, sanitising
the facilities, equipments
and personnel to maintain
utmost safety for both the
public and healthcare work-
ers is the idea behind this in-
itiative. We are happy to
share our practices with oth-
ers so that the public are be-
ne#ted more.

With the unavailability of
a vaccine or proven antiviral
therapeutic option at pre-
sent, the #ght is still preven-
tive but the other medical is-
sues plaguing the human
race can’t wait or we may
equally lose lives over can-
cers, heart issues, strokes
and other critical issues.
These preventive safety
measures will guide and
help us, the medical profes-
sionals to continue the ser-
vices in these tough times
safely. 

Most medical conditions
fall in the bracket of semi-
emergences (Eg: ulcer dis-
eases, hernias, gallstone dis-
ease, obesity etc.,) which
may not require immediate
attention, however with the
su!ering prolonged and
without medical attention
may be left undetected of so-
mething bigger going within.
The $attening the curve may
take its time, but its time to
move on, slowly, steadily
and more importantly safely
and de#nitely. Most tertiary
care centres have evolved
strategies to ensure the
same.

Private sector and patient safety 

DMK president M.K.
Stalin on Wednesday
alleged that by bringing
the Cauvery Water
Management Authority
under the Jal Shakti
Ministry, the BJP
government at the
Centre had defeated the
purpose of the
constitution of the body.

In a statement, he
urged Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami

to hold a cabinet
meeting to adopt a
resolution against the
Centre’s move. “If the
Centre does not
withdraw the
noti#cation, we will
organise protests.” 

Alagiri slams Centre
TNCC president K. S.
Alagiri condemned the
decision and charged
that the “unilateral
move” is aimed at
bene#ting Karnataka.

Stalin threatens protest 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

avu (food for the poor). We
will feed 20 lakh people in 25
towns. On a daily basis, we
will give food to one lakh pe-
ople,” Mr. Stalin said in a vi-
deo message.

He said over six lakh peo-
ple had sought help after he
launched Ondrinaivom Vaa,
an online initiative, and the
party was distributing them
food, medicines and other

DMK president M.K. Stalin
on Wednesday said his party
would establish community
kitchens in 25 important
towns to feed the people
who had been denied a liveli-
hood by the COVID-19
pandemic.

“We will do it under the
name, Ezhai Eliorukku Un-

essential commodities.
Mr. Stalin said he had de-

cided to set up kitchens
since many people wanted
cooked food instead of food
items. 

“I was heartbroken when
they said that they do not
have place to cook food.
They are migrant workers,
daily wagers and homeless,”
he said.

DMK to set up community kitchens in 25 towns 

We will feed 20 lakh people, says Stalin
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

M.K. Stalin 

Health Minister Malladi
Krishna Rao on Wednesday
staged a sit-in protest inside
the Assembly over the refu-
sal of Yanam administration
to allow entry to 14 people
who returned from other
States.

Mr. Rao, who represents
Yanam constituency, came
to the Assembly in a black
dress squatted on the porti-
co of the Assembly demand-
ing permission for the work-
ers to enter Yanam.

Chief Minister V. Naraya-
nasamy and Speaker V. P Si-
vakolundhu met Mr. Rao
and enquired with him
about the reason for staging
the protest. He submitted a
memorandum to Mr Sivako-
lundhu accusing Lieutenant
Governor Kiran Bedi of
working against the interest
of people in Yanam.

Speaking to reporters,

the Minister said the work-
ers reached the Andhra Pra-
desh side of the border by
foot from Odisha, Hydera-
bad and Puttaparthi four
days ago. They have ex-
pressed their willingness to
get quarantined once they
are allowed permission to
enter the region, he said.

Mr. Rao said the Regional
Administrator was adamant
on not allowing the workers
to cross the border. 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PUDUCHERRY

Malladi Krishna Rao sitting
in protest. * S.S. KUMAR 

Puducherry Minister
stages protest in House

A doctor attached to the
Villupuram Government
Hospital has tested positive
for COVID-19. With this, the
total number of patients
who have tested positive
for COVID-19 in the district
has reached 49.

A Health Department of-
#cial said the doctor had
been admitted to the isola-
tion ward in the Villupu-
ram Government Medical
College and Hospital
(VGMCH).

The doctor, who was re-
cently married, had visited
his wife, also a doctor in
the Krishnagiri GH. He had
visited Krishnagiri last
Thursday after the end of
his quarantine period and
returned on Monday. 

A COVID-19 test was
done on Tuesday and he
tested positive. 

Doctor in
Villupuram
tests positive 
S. PRASAD

VILLUPURAM

Like adults, a majority of
children who tested positive
for COVID-19 in Tamil Nadu
are asymptomatic. The pae-
diatric age group accounts
for nearly six % of the total
2,162 COVID-19 positive cas-
es in the State. As of April 29,
129 children - 71 boys and 58
girls in the age group of 0 to
12 years have tested positive
in the State. One of the youn-
gest, a #ve-day-old baby,
whose mother had tested
positive for COVID-19, has
been admitted to a govern-
ment hospital in the city.

S. Srinivasan, State nodal
o"cer, Child Health, said for
a majority of the children,
their parents had tested pos-
itive for COVID-19. “Almost
all children are asymptomat-

ic. There was one child who
had pneumonia, but reco-
vered with treatment. Once
they test positive, they are
admitted to hospitals and
discharged after 14 days,
once their results return ne-
gative for the infection. We
have no sick children as of
now,” he said.

The lungs of the children
are not a!ected as in adults,
said doctors.

At the Institute of Child
Health (ICH) and Hospital
for Children, Egmore, chil-
dren who had no travel/con-
tact history, but presented
with unexplained fever,
asthma, sudden breathless-
ness, X-ray #ndings and
pneumonia were tested for
COVID-19 in the last three
weeks. “We screened 60
children and all of them test-
ed negative for COVID-19,”
said Rema Chandramohan,
director of ICH. She said that
this was the situation
throughout the world. “Chil-
dren are asymptomatic and

are doing well. They have
not reported any problems
warranting respiratory sup-
port,” she added.

Dr. Srinivasan added that
during the SARS (Severe
Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome) outbreak in 2002
and MERS (Middle East Res-
piratory Syndrome) out-
break in 2012, the paediatric
population across the world
accounted for 6.9% and less
than 3%, respectively.

Hospitals are able to man-
age children admitted to iso-
lation wards as one of their
parents are with them.
“They are coping well. A few
of them have mild symp-
toms of cough or lower res-
piratory tract infection. Just
like they stay home during
the lockdown, they stay in-
side a room at the hospital.
Some of them do try to come
out of the room, but being a
hospital set-up, they do fear
doctors and stay inside the
isolation rooms,” a senior
doctor said.

They account 
for nearly 6% of
total cases in State

Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

Majority of children asymptomatic, say doctors
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Rain adds to 
woes of farmers 
VELLORE

Farmers in Tiruvannamalai,
Vellore and Ranipet districts,
who are under stress during
the lockdown, suffered yet
another blow in the form of
summer rains on Monday and
Tuesday. Rain lashed Polur,
Vellore, Katpadi, Sholingur
and Ambur, crashing their
hopes of saving the crops.
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Thursday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning, hail and gusty winds very likely at isolated places over
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Telangana and Maharashtra;
with lightning and gusty winds at isolated places over Punjab,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Mizoram, Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala........... 44.6....33.5....21.6 Kozhikode....................—....36.0....25.6
Ahmedabad...........—....41.8....27.4 Kurnool .......................—....38.9....25.8
Aizawl...................—....24.9....16.8 Lucknow......................—....33.8....22.1
Allahabad..............—....36.4....22.6 Madurai .......................—....38.2....27.5
Bengaluru .......... 1.0....25.8....19.6 Mangaluru ...................—....36.2....26.1
Bhopal ..................—....40.0....23.6 Mumbai .......................—....36.4....25.8
Bhubaneswar.........—....34.4....22.1 Mysuru ........................—....35.0....22.6
Chandigarh ...........—....33.5....21.2 New Delhi ...................—....37.6....23.1
Chennai ................—....35.2....27.7 Patna ..........................—....32.4....21.4
Coimbatore ...... 38.0....33.7....21.8 Port Blair.................. 3.8....32.8....25.2
Dehradun ..............—....30.4....17.9 Puducherry ..................—....36.0....26.2
Gangtok............. 2.3....19.4....11.8 Pune............................—....39.9....25.3
Goa.......................—....34.8....27.2 Raipur .........................—....36.6....22.0
Guwahati ........... 3.9....31.6....21.4 Ranchi ...................... 4.2....29.2....17.2
Hubballi ................—....36.0....23.0 Shillong.......................—....19.8........ —
Hyderabad ............—....38.3....24.6 Shimla.........................—....24.8....13.7
Imphal ............... 2.5....25.7....17.7 Srinagar.......................—....26.6....11.1
Jaipur ...................—........ —....24.0 Thiruvananthapuram.... 75.5....35.1....23.3
Kochi ................. 5.4....33.4....25.4 Tiruchi...................... 1.1....36.7....27.2
Kohima .............. 2.8....20.3....10.6 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata .............. 1.0....32.5....22.7 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.4....27.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Panipat, Haryana
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
239 indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Kozhikode, Kerala
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 33.

Ahmedabad..... 46 .28 17 ....44 ...76 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 10 .17 50 ..... — ...90 ....*
Chennai .......... 03 .17 40 ....23 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. 19 .26 36 ..140 .129 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 04 .60 22 ..... — ...47 ....*
Kolkata........... 05 .08 13 ....25 ...37 ....*
Lucknow ......... 13 .18 .— ....99 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 81 ..— 53 ..... — ...55 ....*
Pune............... 35 .13 51 ....46 ...42 ....*
Visakhapatnam ..— ..— .— ..... — .....— .......

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Karnataka’s Tumakuru dis-
trict recorded the death of a
COVID-19 patient on Wed-
nesday and the State report-
ed 12 new cases. 

The virus continued to in-
fect more people in Andhra
Pradesh, which reported 73
new cases in 11 districts, and
Kurnool and Guntur re-
mained hotspots. Kerala had
10 fresh cases Wednesday, of
whom eight had contracted
the disease through ‘contact
with known or unknown
sources’. 

Kerala Chief Minister, Pin-
arayi Vijayan reiterated that
there was no community
transmission in the State.
“There seems to be a wides-
pread campaign that Kerala
is up against the community
spread of COVID-19. There
have been no developments
that are uncontrollable. Ho-
wever, the threat of com-
munity transmission is very
real,” he told the media. 

Kollam accounted for six

of the 10 new cases while
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kasaragod had two cases
each. 

In !ve out of six cases in
Kollam, contact with known

or unknown sources was the
cause. These included three
healthcare workers. One per-
son had come from Andhra
Pradesh.

Of the two cases in Kasara-
god, involving local trans-
mission, one was a media
person from a news channel.
In Thiruvananthapuram,
one person had come from
Tamil Nadu, while the source
of infection of the other was
under study. Of the 495 cases
reported so far, 123 were un-
dergoing treatment.

Mr. Vijayan said that the
results of 391 samples out of
the 3,101 samples randomly
collected from select groups
on a single day, as part of an
“augmented testing” drive,
were awaited from the lab.

Only three samples of the
3,101 tested positive. Results
of another 25 would be re-
leased after re-con!rmation.

With the detection of 73
new cases, the tally in And-
hra Pradesh rose to 1,332.
The State had conducted
7,727 tests, the highest num-
ber tested in a day, taking the

total samples tested to
88,061. Among fresh cases,
29 were from Guntur, the se-
cond most a"ected district
after Kurnool, which report-
ed 11 cases. Krishna district
reported 13 cases while Ka-
dapa, Prakasam and Ananta-
pur districts had four cases
each. Chittoor had three cas-

es, West Godavari two and
East Godavari, Srikakulam
and Visakhapatnam one case
each. 

In Telangana seven more
cases were reported on Wed-
nesday, all from Greater Hyd-
erabad limits, taking the total
to 1,016. The medical bulletin
said 11 districts including Sid-

dipet and Mulugu were
COVID-free.

With the death in Tuma-
kuru district the toll in Kar-
nataka stood at 21. The 12
new cases reported raised
the tally to 535. 

A 73-year-old man admit-
ted on April 25 to a hospital
in Tumakuru with Severe
Acute Respiratory Illness
(SARI) died on Wednesday. 

The 12 new cases include
eight from Kalaburagi and
one each from Davangere,
Hukkeri in Belagavi and Nan-
jangud, Mysuru. While Ben-
galuru Urban had no case,
Davangere (earlier a non-CO-
VID district after a recovery)
recorded its second case.
The new cases include a six-
year-old girl from Kalaburagi
and four teenagers. 

The State plans to bring
back Indians stranded
abroad. As many as 10,823
persons from Karnataka
were stranded including
4,408 tourists and visitors,
3,074 students, 2,784 mi-
grants and professionals and
557 ship crew. 

One dies in Karnataka, A.P., grapples with spread
Stranded people abroad to be !own back to Bengaluru, Kerala says community sample survey shows no spread 

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram/
Vijayawada/Bengaluru/
Hyderabad/Chennai 

The Kerala Cabinet has
cleared a draft Ordinance
empowering the govern-
ment for deferring six days’
salary of employees and
teachers for !ve months to
face the extraordinary !scal
crisis triggered by the CO-
VID-19 outbreak.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan told reporters here
on Wednesday that there
was a steep fall in income
and the crisis was unbeara-
ble. The decision on defer-
ment was made to over-
come the crisis. Since the
High Court had pointed out
that the decision was legally
untenable, the Cabinet de-
cided to recommend the
Governor to promulgate an
Ordinance, he said.

The Ordinance will also
empower the government
to impose a 30% cut in the
salary, allowances and hon-
orarium of Ministers and
MLAs for a year. The draft
explains that in the event of
any disaster or public health
emergency, it shall be com-
petent and lawful for the go-
vernment to defer up to
one-fourth of the total sal-
ary of an employee in any
institution owned or con-
trolled by the government,

including aided and grant-
in-aid bodies.

The High Court had said
there was no sanction of law
for the order to defer the sal-
ary and it amounts to de-
privation of property of the
employees and teachers
who were a"ected by it.
Hence, the government had
to issue the Ordinance un-
der extraordinary circum-
stances, it said. 

Finance Minister T.M.
Thomas Isaac clari!ed that
the government had the
powers to deduct up to one-
fourth of the total monthly
salary of an employee for
the management of the cri-
sis that stemmed out of the
public health emergency,
but would strictly go by the
earlier decision to defer the
salary.

High Court had stayed the govt. order 

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Pinarayi Vijayan

Ordinance route to
defer pay in Kerala

The Kerala High Court Re-
gistrar General has request-
ed the State government to
exempt salaries of High
Court judges from the go-
vernment’s salary defer-
ment order.

In a letter to the State go-
vernment, the High Court
Registrar General said salar-
ies and allowances of the
Chief Justice and the judges

cannot be varied or de-
ferred by the State govern-
ment thorough an executive
order. As per Article 221 of
the Constitution, High Court
judges are paid salaries as
determined by Parliament
and they shall not be varied
to their disadvantage after
appointment. 

The letter was sent on
April 27, a day before a sin-
gle judge stayed the salary
deferment order. 

Exempt judges’ salaries
from order: Kerala HC
Special Correspondent 

Kochi

Taking precautions: A plantation worker plucking tea leaves at Nelliyampathy in Kerala; and, right, a person loading bananas on a truck in Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu, on Wednesday. As agricultural
operations are permitted during the lockdown to prevent the spread of COVID-19, workers are increasingly taking precautions against the virus. * K.K. MUSTAFAH & M. SRINATH
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Safe harvest

With the Union Health Mi-
nistry announcing new gui-
delines for home isolation of
people who either have very
mild COVID-19 symptoms or
are in the pre-symptomatic
phase, it will now be a mam-
moth task for the authorities
to monitor their health sta-
tus and also ensure they do
not violate home quarantine
norms. 

This is where a wearable
device developed by the fa-
culty of the Indian Institute
of Science (IISc.) and city-
based doctors, in collabora-
tion with MIISKY Technova-
tion Pvt. Ltd., could come in
handy.

The device, a smart-
watch, can measure various
vital parameters of indivi-
duals under isolation on a
real-time basis. Linked to a
smartphone via Bluetooth,
the smartwatchwill record
the patient’s blood oxygen
saturation and body tem-
perature, said Hardik J. Pan-
dya, Assistant Professor, at

the Department of Electron-
ic Systems Engineering at
IISc.

The team that has deve-
loped this device compris-
es, besides Dr. Pandya, stu-
dents at BEES Laboratory
and doctors from Aster CMI
and Sri Shankara Cancer
Hospital and Research
Centre and researchers
from MIISKY Technovation
Pvt. Ltd. 

Sonal Asthana, Senior
Consultant Transplant sur-
geon in Aster Integrated Liv-
er Care team, said the dev-
ice will also help get the
location details of the wear-
er. “The location details will
help ensure that the indivi-
dual is adhering to quaran-
tine norms. A warning can
be sent to authorities if the
user crosses over from one
zone to another. Also, if the
temperature rises or the ox-
ygen saturation level falls
below 93%, the wearable
device alerts the local track-
ing centre about the im-
pending need for hospitali-
sation,” he explained.

A smart way to watch 
over COVID-19 patients
Afshan Yasmeen

Bengaluru

Finding a solution to
COVID-19 may take time, but
learning to tackle its spread
is now child’s play. 

The Indian Institute of
Technology Tirupati (IIT-T)
has developed a web and
mobile game to make the
process interesting.

‘SurviveCovid-19,’ the
Mario-style lightweight
survivor game was
developed on a 2D platform
by the Research in
Intelligent Software &
Human Analytics (RISHA)
lab of IIT-T’s Department of

Computer Science and
Engineering. The game,
played around 800 times so
far, is all about a person,
who must step out of his
house to buy groceries and
return safely when the
dangerous virus is around. It
is one of the most common
scenarios and is universally
applicable.

The gameplay requires
the individual to protect
himself from the virus that
chases him in the
endeavour. He must choose
to wear a mask, use
sanitisers, eat immunity-
boosting fruits and staying

away from others (physical
distancing) on the street.
The man moves around the

screen based on the player’s
cursor key movement. 

‘E!ective tool’

The game was developed by
academician Sridhar
Chimalakonda, mentoring
his students Dheeraj
Vagavolu and Akhila Sri
Manasa Venigalla. “The
game is useful not only to
beat boredom during the
lockdown, but also in
encouraging people to stay
indoors and practice health
measures,” says Dr.
Chimalakonda. He adds that
awareness through games
would be more successful

with the younger
generation, rather than in
the form of campaigns or
media advertisements. 

The game designed for
Android-based mobiles has
been evaluated through a
remote qualitative user
survey, using 20 volunteers.

“The results are
promising with all the
questions in the survey
having a mean value greater
than 3.6,” says one of the
researchers. A full-#edged
research paper on the e"ort,
the !rst such COVID-19
game, is to be produced, the
team says.
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A mobile game to beat boredom, keep the virus at bay

AD RANGARAJAN

TIRUPATI

IIT-Tirupati researchers gamify the COVID-19 safety protocol, reinforcing masks, hand washing and more

Beat it: A student playing the
‘SurviveCovid-19’ game.

Buses to ferry labourers
stranded in Guntur
KURNOOL 

The Andhra Pradesh
government, with the help of
State Road Transport
Corporation, has begun
transporting 4,641 stranded
migrant labourers from
Guntur district to various
places in Kurnool. The first
batch of 159 buses arrived
here on Wednesday. This is
said to be the biggest
passenger transport
operations during the
lockdown period. All the
migrant labourers were
seated in compliance with
the social distancing norms.

IN BRIEF

Fishermen stranded in
Gujarat to reach A.P. 
GUNTUR

More than 4,500 fishermen
from the Andhra Pradesh,
who were stranded at Veraval
port in Gujarat owing to the
lockdown, are being brought
home in 65 buses and they
are expected to reach their
native districts by Thursday
afternoon, Minister for
Marketing, Fisheries and
Animal Husbandry Mopidevi
Venkata Ramana Rao has said.
Initially, the government had
thought of bringing the
stranded fishermen through
the sea route, but the plan
was shelved due to logistical
issues. Of the 65 buses, 57
have started their journey.

Aero India 2021 is on, at
same time and place 
BENGALURU

The 13th edition of Aero India
will be held from February 3
to 7, 2021. The venue remains
unchanged again — Air Force
Station, Yelahanka, according
to the event site of the
Ministry of Defence. The
dates of the two-yearly
international military and civil
air show are normally
announced in October. There
was no immediate
information why the
announcement was made
more than five months ahead. 

Tension prevailed for some
time near the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Hydera-
bad (IIT-H) on Wednesday
when hundreds of workers
came out, demanding that
they be sent back to their na-
tive places. At one point,
they pelted stones at a patrol
vehicle, injuring three o$-
cials, including an assistant
sub-inspector. 

Police were deployed in
large numbers on the pre-
mises where about 2,400
workers are staying.

The situation was brought
under under control after
MLA T. Jayaprakash Reddy,
Collector M. Hanumantha
Rao and Superintendent of
Police S. Chandrasekhar
Reddy held talks with the
workers and paci!ed them.

According to the police, a
large number of workers,
mostly migrants from di"e-

rent parts of the country, are
involved in construction ac-
tivity on the IIT-H premises.
Alleging that they had not
been paid for the past three
months, the workers raised
slogans against the contrac-
tor. They also alleged that
the food supplied to them
was of poor quality and
showed the heaps of food
thrown into the dustbin.
Even the toilets were in a ve-

ry bad condition, they said.
The police brought the sit-

uation under control by us-
ing force. 

“Pending wages for two
months would be paid by
Thursday evening. Repre-
sentatives of the construc-
tion companies have accept-
ed that. The work would
commence from Friday,” the
MLA, the Collector and the
SP told reporters.

Three o"cials injured after they throw stones 

Special Correspondent 

SANGAREDDY

Tipping point: Workers staging a dharna in Sangareddy
district on Wednesday. * MOHD ARIF

Construction workers turn
restive near Hyderabad 
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EDITORIAL

Plight of workers
It is astonishing how a 100
million-plus strong
workforce, the backbone of
the informal economy, has
largely remained hidden
from the attention of
society and policymakers
(Editorial page, “Vividly
imagining the life of
migrant workers”, April
29). 
It remains to be seen
whether the public
sympathy generated by
their lockdown-related
travails would translate into
the making of rights-based
social security policies. The
Centre, the home States,
and the host States would
have to share the burden of
creating a social safety net

for the workers so that we
do not expose them to the
cumulative deprivations of
joblessness, homelessness,
and hunger in the future.
It is surprising that
narratives about migrant
workers skip an important
plot in the script — the
chronic socio-economic
backwardness of Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, and West
Bengal to which most of the
migrant labourers belong.
The political rulers and
elites of these States should
be held accountable for the
distress migration.
V.N. Mukundarajan,

Thiruvananthapuram

Another !ip-!op
It is unfortunate that the

Union Health Ministry has
done a U-turn on plasma
therapy (Page 1, “Ministry
does U-turn on plasma
therapy”, April 29).
Initially, we were told that
there is no health
emergency. But we seem to
have come to that point.
Then, we were told to wait
for the rapid test kits. They
too appear to be faulty.
Finally, there was a ray of
hope with the theory of
plasma therapy. That too
has been dashed. The pace
of events suggest that there
is a lot of false hope being
given to buy time. It is time
the Centre and States come
out with a clear strategy. 
K. Ganesh,

Coimbatore

Nostalgic rewind
The 1970s were a golden
period as far as
entertainment was
concerned (‘Open Page’,
“The period drama on the
idiot box”, April 26). I had a
transistor radio then and
TV sets such as Dyanora
and Solidaire were famous.
My son and daughter used
to visit houses in the
neighbourhood to watch
cricket matches,
Wimbledon and the French
Open which were relayed
by Doordarshan. Those
days, Doordarshan
screened Tamil !lms on
Saturdays and Hindi !lms
on Sundays. During this
period, my brother-in-law
bought a Dyanora TV set

Saliva use
If the repulsive sight of
using saliva to polish cricket
balls makes a retreat in
post-COVID-19 scenario, it
would be a desirable side-
e"ect of the pandemic. Like
yesterday’s follies become
today’s customs and
tomorrow’s edicts, the
invented attributes and
bene!ts were thrust upon
this unhygienic mannerism
of some prominent
cricketer of yore. The ICC’s
move to explore other
options over “saliva-
polishing” is a case of
better late than never.
Ayyasseri Raveendranath,

Aranmula, Kerala

which was viewed as a
boon by my children. I had
avoided buying a TV set as I
felt their studies would be
a"ected. But the pressure
grew and I bought a
Solidaire set in 1978. The TV
would be on the whole day
at times — for sporting
events, ‘Ramayana’ or
‘Mahabharat’ and serials,
and even Oliyum Ozhiyum.
It took a while for me to
restore order in the house.
When there was no TV, we
would be running to some
house to view programmes
and when it was there we
would be switching it o"
every now and then. How
ironical. 
D. Sethuraman,

Chennai
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Dipankar Gupta

C
OVID-19 has brokered ideal
ring conditions for a straight
!ght between scientists and

postmodernists. So far, the two
have been shadow boxing under
hypothetical conditions. While
there were, indeed, many practis-
ing scientists, there was no record-
ed case of a practising postmoder-
nist, that is till Donald Trump
arrived on the scene. Now the !ght
can get real.

Yes, indeed, postmodernism
has many known thinkers in its
ranks and some of them, in fact,
are hugely celebrated. However,
outside of theory, neither Jacques
Derrida or Jean-François Lyotard,
or Jean Baudrillard, or any known
postmodernist, ever presented a
live case of someone who empiri-
cally led a postmodernist life.
They had the recipe, but where
was the curry? Mr. Trump
changed that. As far as one can
tell, so far, he is the only celebrat-
ed case of an actually functioning,
full time, postmodernist person.
This is why he should be examined
critically, not dismissively, as ma-
ny tend to do.

Divergent views 
Scientists and postmodernist
come to the ring from di"erent
training schools and their reac-
tions to COVID-19 illustrate this di-
vergence perfectly. Scientists to-

day are looking for a uniform text
to explain COVID-19. They are
searching for a fundamental core
that would not just help in !nding
a cure for the disease, but would
also add to our knowledge of the
virus’s etymology. In-depth com-
parative analysis is meant to facili-
tate an overall agreement and, if
things go according to plans, ma-
jor authors, from China to the Un-
ited States, will come to a consen-
sus. This may, or may not, happen,
but that is the goal.

Diametrically opposed to this
perspective are the postmoder-
nists. Be prepared, they have no
patience for science. For them the
real is substituted, as in Baudril-
lard, by the “hyper real” which is
related, at best, to the tactile world
through the medium of signs. Der-
rida, the lead singer of postmoder-
nism, declared that a text is a du-
bious phenomenon as “it hides its
composition and the rules of its
game….” This concealment allows
for meta narratives to pretentious-
ly claim “truth”. Lyotard limpidly
articulates the consequence of this
view when he states: “Simplifying
to the extreme, I de!ne postmod-
ern as incredulity towards meta
narratives ....” Now what exactly
does this big word “meta narra-
tive” mean? Answer: Anything
that is connected to the enlighten-
ment ideal of science and technol-
ogy, and that also includes con-
temporary advances in arti!cial
intelligence.

Instead of the grand, or meta,
narrative of science, postmoder-
nists prefer what Derrida would
call “free play”. This is a shifting,
#irtatious condition, uncon-
strained by any methodological

principle that science is obliged to
work under. There is now no “ori-
gin” and no “zero degree”, or, as
Baudrillard would argue, we only
experience the “hyper real”. If one
were to accept Hélène Cixous, it is
important that we “#y”, under
such conditions, on independent
propulsion. A more radical read-
ing might even conclude that
scienti!c theories are patriarchal
and gender laden. Finally, as the
bestselling author, Helene Hege-
mann, said, “There is no such
thing as originality, only authentic-
ity.” If the author is authentic to
the self, every text is as good as
any other.

Where does all of this leave
science? Under a rock!

Trump and ‘authenticity’ 
Now watch how Mr. Trump is ac-
tually a living, breathing, in fact, a
breathtaking postmodernist. He is
not faithful to any one position,
but can move freely between them
without constraint because he be-
lieves, and so do his followers, that
he is truly authentic. Mr. Trump
initially commended the Chinese
when COVID-19 !rst entered the
U.S. and said he had “very good
conversations” with Xi Jinping and
had “much respect for him”. He
soon changed tack and accused
China of being “knowingly respon-
sible” for spreading the disease

which he said was, after all, a “Chi-
nese virus”.

Mr. Trump has also sounded
messianic on many occasions. At
one time he con!dently pro-
claimed that, “One day, it’s like a
miracle — it [COVID-19] will disap-
pear.” As recently, as two weeks
back he prophesied: “I said it is go-
ing away — and it is.” He wished
hard that COVID-19 would up and
leave so that on “Easter Sunday,
and you’ll have packed churches
all over our country.” Evidence for
any of this? None. Yet, on another
register we must admit that Mr.
Trump was being authentic be-
cause everything he said was
straight from the heart.

Likewise he pumped up the de-
mand for hydroxychloroquine,
calling it a “game changer” and a
“gift from heaven”. When he was
confronted by contrary evidence
from the other corner of the ring,
by Dr. Anthony Fauci (the scientist
heading the White House’s CO-
VID-19 Task Force), Mr. Trump re-
torted, “I am not a doctor. But I
have common sense.” He was, in
other words, in close contact with
the “hyper real”. There were spec-
ulations, at one time, that perhaps
it was not all hyper real. He was
probably rooting for hydroxychlo-
roquine because he has !nancial
interest in Sano!, a pharma com-
pany that produces the drug. But
that would be too realistic an ex-
planation. 

This is why, true to his post-
modern condition, he has now
dumped his once near complete
conviction in hydroxychloroquine
and is seriously dating cleaning
agents instead. He seems to be
quite sure these liquids can knock

out COVID-19 virus “in a minute-
…by injection inside”. This fright-
ened disinfectant companies, in-
cluding the producers of Lysol, to
issue a public notice warning peo-
ple not to put cleaning liquids into
their blood stream. Such “scientif-
ic” reactions leave Mr. Trump un-
deterred as he is not faithful to any
text. He sways, bobs and weaves
by instincts that come straight
from the heart.

There have been some facile
comparisons between Mr. Trump
and other world leaders who have
shown dictatorial tendencies. The
big di"erence between them lies
in the fact that Mr. Trump believes
in nothing for more than a short
duration. On the other hand,
those like Jair Bolsonaro (Brazil),
or Rodrigo Duterte (the Philip-
pines), have long-term commit-
ments to a single point of view.

Mr. Bolsonaro, for example, has
remained steadfast in his dismissal
of COVID-19 as a threat. He has
been consistently contemptuous,
from start to !nish, of any at-
tempts to curb the virus. It was as
if SARS-CoV-2 was just a little grit
in one’s mouth. Mr. Trump, as we
have seen, is di"erent. He has
playfully toyed with di"erent texts
and recommended a variety of
cures, always reading out of hyper-
real situations that spring authen-
tically from inside him.

Would Derrida or Lyotard, or
any postmodernists, ever have
known that one day, sitting in their
corner, pugilistic as ever, would be
Donald Trump, the President of
the United States?

Dipankar Gupta is Retired Professor,

Jawaharlal Nehru University

A critical study of Trump, the postmodernist 
In his COVID-19 response, the U.S. President shows that he follows his wavering instincts more than scienti!c advice
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arlier this month, the United
Nations Secretariat held a
meeting of what it calls the

“6+2+1” group on regional e"orts
to support peace in Afghanistan, a
group that includes six neighbour-
ing countries: China, Iran, Pakis-
tan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan; global players the Un-
ited States and Russia, and Afghan-
istan itself. India was conspicuous
by its absence from the meeting on
April 16, given its historical and
strategic ties with Afghanistan, but
not for the !rst time. 

Left out, but some recovery
In December 2001, for example,
the Indian team led by special en-
voy Satinder Lambah arrived in
Germany’s Petersberg hotel near
Bonn, where the famous Bonn
agreement was negotiated, to !nd
no reservations had been made for
them at the o$cial venue. In Janu-
ary 2010, India was invited to at-
tend the “London Conference” on
Afghanistan, but left out of the
room during a crucial meeting
that decided on opening talks with
the Taliban. 

In 2020, the reason given for
keeping India out of regional dis-
cussions on Afghanistan was os-
tensibly that it holds no “boun-
dary” with Afghanistan; but in fact
it is because New Delhi has never
announced its support for the U.S.-
Taliban peace process. In both
2001 and 2010, however, India
fought back its exclusion success-
fully. At the Bonn agreement, Am-
bassador Lambah was widely cre-
dited for ensuring that Northern
Alliance leaders came to a consen-
sus to accept Hamid Karzai as the

Chairman of the interim arrange-
ment that replaced the Taliban re-
gime. After the 2010 conference,
New Delhi redoubled its e"orts
with Kabul, and in 2011, Prime Mi-
nister Manmohan Singh and Af-
ghanistan President Karzai signed
the historic Strategic Partnership
Agreement, which was Afghanis-
tan’s !rst such agreement with any
country. 

New Delhi’s stand
As planners in South Block now
consider their next steps in Af-
ghanistan, they must !ght back
against the idea that any lasting so-
lution in Afghanistan can be dis-
cussed without India in the room,
while also studying the reasons for
such exclusions. To begin with, In-
dia’s resistance to publicly talking
to the Taliban has made it an awk-
ward interlocutor at any table. Its
position that only an Afghan-led,
Afghan-owned, and Afghan-con-
trolled process can be allowed is a
principled one, but has no takers.
Kabul, or the Ashraf Ghani govern-
ment does not lead, own or con-
trol the reconciliation process to-
day, comprising the U.S.-Taliban
negotiation for an American
troops withdrawal, and intra-Af-
ghan talks on power sharing. The
U.S.-Taliban peace deal means that
the Taliban, which has not let up
on violent attacks on the Afghan
Army, will become more potent as
the U.S. withdraws soldiers from
the country, and will hold more
sway in the inter-Afghan process
as well, as the U.S. withdraws
funding for the government in
Kabul.

New Delhi’s decision to put all
its eggs in the Ghani basket has
had a two-fold e"ect: its voice in
the reconciliation process has
been limited, and it has weakened
India’s position with other leaders
of the deeply divided democratic
setup in Kabul such as the former
chief executive Abdullah Abdul-

lah. Meanwhile, India’s presence
inside Afghanistan, which has
been painstakingly built up since
2001, is being threatened anew by
terror groups such as the Islamic
State Khorasan Province (ISKP),
believed to be backed by Pakis-
tan’s establishment. Intercepts
showed that the brutal attack, in
March, that killed 25 at a gurudwa-
ra in Kabul was meant for the em-
bassy in Kabul, and intelligence
agencies had warned of suicide
car bomb threats to the consulates
in Jalalabad and Herat last Decem-
ber. 

While the government has said
that the novel coronavirus pan-
demic prompted its decision to
clear out both consulates this
month, the truth is that a full se-
curity reassessment is under way
for them. Either way, India’s diplo-
matic strength in Afghanistan
should not appear to be in retreat
just when it is needed the most.

What dents India’s goodwill
The government must also consid-
er the damage done to the vast re-
servoir of goodwill India enjoys in
Afghanistan because of recent
events in the country, especially
the controversy over the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act. The build-
ing blocks of that goodwill are In-
dia’s assistance in infrastructure
projects, health care, education,
trade and food security, and also
in the liberal access to Afghans to
study, train and work in India.

Above all, it is India’s example as a
pluralistic, inclusive democracy
that inspires many. Afghanistan’s
majority-Muslim citizens, many of
whom have treated India as a se-
cond home, have felt cut out of the
move to o"er fast track citizenship
to only Afghan minorities, as
much as they have by reports of
anti-Muslim rhetoric and incidents
of violence in India.

While many of these are pro-
blems of perception, New Delhi
must move swiftly to regain the
upper hand in the narrative in Af-
ghanistan. India’s assistance of
more than $3 billion in projects,
trade of about $1 billion, a $20 bil-
lion projected development ex-
penditure of an alternate route
through Chabahar, as well as its
support to the Afghan National Ar-
my, bureaucrats, doctors and oth-
er professionals for training in In-
dia should assure it a leading
position in Afghanistan’s regional
formulation. 

Three major projects: the Af-
ghan Parliament, the Zaranj-Dela-
ram Highway, and the Afghanis-
tan-India Friendship Dam (Salma
dam), along with hundreds of
small development projects (of
schools, hospitals and water pro-
jects) have cemented that position
in Afghan hearts nationwide, re-
gardless of Pakistan’s attempts to
undermine that position, particu-
larly in the South. As a result, it
would be a mistake, at this point,
to tie all India’s support in only to
Kabul or the Ghani government;
the government must strive to en-
dure that its aid and assistance is
broad-based, particularly during
the novel coronavirus pandemic to
centres outside the capital, even if
some lie in areas held by the Tali-
ban. 

Making a leap
India must also pursue opportuni-
ties to ful!l its role in the peace ef-
forts in Afghanistan, starting with

e"orts to bridge the Ghani-Abdul-
lah divide, and bringing together
other major leaders with whom In-
dia has built ties for decades. It
would be an utter tragedy if the Ta-
liban were to enter the govern-
ment in Kabul as the U.S. deal en-
visages, to !nd the opposing front
collapse as it did in 1996. 

The conversation India’s Exter-
nal A"airs Minister S. Jaishankar
had with the U.S.’s Special Envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad last week, where
they discussed India’s “engage-
ment” in the peace process, ap-
pears to open a window in that di-
rection. 

An understanding between Iran
and the U.S. on Afghanistan is ne-
cessary for lasting peace as well,
and India could play a mediatory
part, as it did in order for the Cha-
bahar project. 

Finally, New Delhi should use
the United Nations’s call for a
pause in con#icts during the novel
coronavirus pandemic, to ensure a
hold on hostilities with Pakistan.
This will be even more di$cult
than it sounds, given the abyss that
bilateral relations have fallen into
in the past year over Kashmir and
the rise in !repower exchanged at
the Line of Control. 

However, if there is one lesson
that the the U.S.-Taliban talks have
imparted, it is that both have
found it necessary to come to the
table for talks on Afghanistan’s fu-
ture. For India, given its abiding in-
terest in Afghanistan’s success and
traditional warmth for its people,
making that leap should be a bit
easier. 

Above all, the government must
consider the appointment of a spe-
cial envoy, as it has been done in
the past, to deal with its e"orts in
Afghanistan, which need both di-
plomatic agility and a !rmness of
purpose at a watershed moment
in that country’s history.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

Afghan peace and India’s elbow room 
Though sidelined from regional discussions on Afghanistan, India must still pursue the ample chances in seeking peace 

Suhasini Haidar 
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B
razilian President Jair Bolsonaro’s decision to
sack the country’s federal police chief has come
back to haunt him. First, Sèrgio Moro, one-time

Bolsonaro ally and Justice Minister, announced his re-
signation in a press conference, accusing the leader of
trying to interfere in the federal police. Then the Attor-
ney-General moved the Supreme Court seeking author-
isation for a probe into Mr. Moro’s allegations. On Tues-
day, the top court approved a 60-day probe into the
President’s actions. The police were reportedly investi-
gating two of the President’s sons, both public o$cials,
over alleged fake news dissemination, corruption and
ma!a group ties. While the President and his sons have
dismissed the allegations, the move to quickly replace
the police chief with a “friend” of one of the President’s
sons, has strengthened Mr. Moro’s claim that the Presi-
dent wants someone in the police “from whom he can
collect intelligence”. The probe comes at a time when
the President’s handling of Latin America’s largest coro-
navirus outbreak is already under !re. Mr. Bolsonaro,
who wants the economy to be reopened sooner, sacked
his Health Minister Luiz Henrique Mandetta earlier this
month over disagreements.

Mr. Bolsonaro is not new to controversies. From his
incessant attacks on political rivals, activists, environ-
mentalists and sexual minorities to the controversial
handling of the Amazon !res, he has triggered sharp
criticism. But this time, he is perhaps facing his biggest
crisis as President. Mr. Moro and Dr. Mandetta were re-
latively popular !gures in his Cabinet. The alliance with
Mr. Moro, a former judge, had been particularly strong.
Last year, a media report showed that Mr. Moro had col-
luded with the prosecutors who led a corruption inves-
tigation against former President Lula da Silva. Lula was
convicted in 2018 when he was leading in the presiden-
tial election. His exit enabled an easy win for Mr. Bolso-
naro. With Mr. Moro’s resignation, Mr. Bolsonaro has
lost a powerful ally, and is now surrounded by his un-
popular far-right Cabinet colleagues and family. Hun-
dreds are dying from COVID-19 and the government ap-
pears to be clueless about its containment. Brazil’s
economy is expected to contract 5.3% this year, a sharp
fall from the government’s rosy projections made ear-
lier. Mr. Bolsonaro’s approval ratings are also steadily
falling. Left-wing Senators have already launched a
campaign to impeach him. According to a recent poll,
while 45% Brazilians support his impeachment, 46%
want him to resign. All these point to an isolated, un-
popular President who is losing allies and followers and
facing a police probe at a time when the country is go-
ing through grave political, economic and health crises.

President under probe 
Bolsonaro faces a political setback as Brazil
struggles with economic and health crises 

O
n March 28, only 130 districts of India’s 736 had
reported COVID-19 cases. The Health Ministry’s
strategy then, after the national lockdown, was

to ensure State supervision of those who manifested
symptoms — as well as their high-risk contacts — and
who had a travel history. Suspected high-risk contacts
or those likely to have been exposed to the infection
were subjected to varying degrees of State quarantine.
Those not showing signs of the disease or ‘mild’ manif-
estations, were put in care centres and those noticeably
sicker, in hospitals. The idea always was that if the sick
and their contacts were segregated from the commun-
ity long enough, the transmission chain would be bro-
ken and the disease extinguished. As April ends, the
number of a"ected districts stands at 401 and con-
!rmed cases have risen by a 1,000 a day; the daily death
count hovers between 50 and 60. In a containment
strategy tweak, those with a mild form of the disease, or
are presymptomatic, would have the option of home
quarantining. But their homes ought to have self-isola-
tion facilities, a full-time caregiver, and daily health-sta-
tus reports given to the district surveillance o$cer.

The Health Ministry has not explained what prompt-
ed this relative relaxation. However, anecdotal evi-
dence suggests doctors and health-care workers have
been disproportionately vulnerable to the infection and
a single case leads to entire hospitals being shut down.
Unlike in the U.S. and western Europe, India’s hospitals
are not yet clogged with seriously ill patients. It could
be due to India’s relatively low case-count and also pe-
ople not turning up fearing infection. Allowing home
quarantine could be seen as health authorities inferring
that quarantining in public facilities posed more risks.
The presymptomatics (mild illness) and asymptomatics
(no signs) did not bene!t from treatment and were po-
tent virus spreaders, and therefore endangered the sta"
and health workers. They also stretched State resources
in maintenance. The Ministry also found that among
those who tested positive, there were two presympto-
matics or asymptomatics for every symptomatic. The
disease spread, it appears, is now beyond the ability of
the state to contain, by quarantine, and it was far more
prudent to fortify health workers and hospitals with the
best facilities available to handle patients. O$cially,
there is no community transmission in India but at this
magnitude of cases, it does not practically matter. Guj-
arat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Delhi are po-
wering the spread of cases and only consistent declines
here can broach discussion on the end of the pandem-
ic. From a month ago, India, on paper, is equipped with
better supply channels of personal protective equip-
ment, infusion pumps (for oxygen), hospital beds, lab-
oratories for testing and PCR kits. If the lockdown is lift-
ed on May 3, the rationale behind the government’s
containment strategy will be put to a stringent test.

Strategic shift
India is now forced to reserve its health-care

facilities for those who need it the most 
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There is a large volume of public opinion in
Coorg in favour of its amalgamation with the
Madras Presidency. This small province is
under the administration of the Government
of India through the Mysore Resident who is
also the Chief Commissioner of Coorg. In
him are combined all the functions of a Lo-
cal Government and a High Court. The Se-
cretariat is at Bangalore where the Assistant
Resident is styled Secretary to the Chief
Commissioner of Coorg. During the regime
of Lord William Bentinck Coorg was trans-
ferred to the Government of the East India
Company in accordance with the general
wish of the inhabitants. “No people of In-
dia,” says Mr. W.W. Hunter, “have given more
decisive proof of their loyalty to the British
Crown.” The “Garden of Eden” as His Excel-
lency Lord Willingdon called it is a much-co-
veted place for the European planters who
have made monumental pro!ts in co"ee
plantations. The native subjects appear to
resent the undue domination of the Euro-
pean settlers over them and demand amal-
gamation with the Southern Presidency as
the result of which they hope to enjoy the
“blessings of Reform” and escape the evils of
one-man-rule. A rare opportunity has pre-
sented itself to the Government of India to
apply the principle of self-determination to
the inhabitants of Coorg and grant their
prayer by sanctioning the amalgamation as
prayed for. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 30, 1920.

Bringing Coorg to Madras
(From third editorial)

“And once the storm is over, you
won’t remember how you made it
through, how you managed to sur-
vive. You won’t even be sure, whether
the storm is really over. But one thing
is certain. When you come out of the
storm, you won’t be the same person
who walked in. That’s what this
storm is all about” - Haruki Muraka-
mi, in ‘Kafka on the Shore’

As we tackle COVID-19, several is-
sues continue to ba#e us. One, does
a negative PCR swab test rule out the
infection? Even though the PCR test
is currently considered the gold stan-
dard, it has only 60-70% sensitivity in
picking up the infection. Two, can
patients become re-infected? Up to
10% of patients in China and South
Korea who were discharged from
hospitals after recovering from the
infection subsequently tested posi-
tive by nasal swab PCR. The implica-
tions are unclear. Three, do masks
for the public help? With increasing
evidence of transmission from
asymptomatic persons with CO-
VID-19 and the possibility that masks
may partially help prevent viral
transmission, cloth masks for all pu-
blic is likely to be recommended.
Four, will an early vaccine release
help the pandemic? Vaccines, if ef-
fective, will be a de!nitive answer to
the pandemic. However, vaccines
need to undergo safety and e$cacy
studies in an animal model followed
by human volunteers, which will
take up to 12-18 months. Five, is plas-
ma therapy an answer? It is too pre-
mature to expect that it will cure the
infection. It appears less promising
than it appeared initially.

Understanding viral dynamics 
We need to understand that the lock-
down has helped only to slow down
the progression of the infection and
has done precious little to eradicate
it. Flattening the curve only gives the
healthcare system a breather, to pre-
pare for the onslaught of the virus.
The real problems will start when the
lockdown ends.

At present, infections are doubling
every eleventh day in India. Once the
lockdown is lifted and life resumes,
there is bound to be a surge in the
number of cases, with no indication
that the exponential growth of the vi-
rus will stop. This will cease only if a
signi!cant number of the population
is infected or immune. In fact, the
pandemic will end only when over
60% of the population is infected,
leading to herd immunity, or if a vac-
cine is available, both distant options
at this time. We will be in a position
to lift the lockdown only if we have
had no new cases for at least two
weeks. This would wreak havoc on
the economy of any country and be
detrimental to the health of infected
persons, and also deleterious in the
management of non-COVID health
issues.

What are the options? Will a par-
tial and periodic lockdown for weeks
help? Can we lock down the entire
world till we stop the pandemic?
Both of these will lead to massive un-
employment and recession and ruin
the economy. It appears prudent to
try to save lives now rather than stave
o" a potential future catastrophe.
Even when the ban is lifted, several
industries may not show revival for
up to a year. So the current lock-
down, however harsh it may seem, is
our best option. 

Discipline of the community at
large, in times like this, is an enor-
mous challenge. Unfortunately, this
is a war, albeit without bombs, bul-
lets and tanks, during which we can-
not ask for freedom to do whatever
we want. Only resilience and persev-
erance can help.

Realistic optimism is key
Jim Collins, a business strategist, in
his iconic book Good to Great, talks
about the ‘Stockdale Paradox’,
named after Admiral Stockdale of the
U.S. Navy, who was imprisoned and
tortured for seven years during the
Vietnam War. The psychological
duality of ‘balancing realism with
steadfast optimism’ de!ned his en-
durance and survival. 

All of us are weathering the same
storm, but we are not in the same
boat. The implications of this crisis
vary from !nancial catastrophe to
emotional black holes. We are on dif-
ferent ships looking to survive, and
survive we will. One has to be realis-
tic, yet solid in the belief that ‘this too
shall pass’.

We need to face this period of tur-
bulence with calm e$ciency. “Ma-
turity of mind is de!ned as the ca-
pacity to endure uncertainty” said
John Finley, an English historian and
mathematician. During a crisis like
this, India needs to invest in com-

munity education and community
participation. Trust in the govern-
ment is an important component in
any emergency health response. An
increased expenditure in a robust
public health system is important to
building trust and con!dence. We al-
so need to bolster infectious diseases
surveillance. 

The media and the public health
system should ensure that the cor-
rect messages reach the common
man. Whether the concern is with
risk of infections from dead bodies,
or the safety of groceries or new-
spapers, scienti!c and evidence-
based information needs to be dis-
seminated. One should realise that
the cure should not do more harm
than the disease. Hence, we need to
temper enthusiasm about treating
COVID-19 with wishful therapies and
gather evidence by scienti!c and ran-
domised trials. 

Opportunities for innovation 
While the clear priority right now is
to cope with the number of cases and
the economic havoc that the pan-
demic is wreaking, it is also time for
the community and the government
to take steps to minimise the pain of
another pandemic. Humans cope
with trauma by repressing its memo-
ry. The temptation to forget CO-
VID-19 and move on will be over-
whelming. But India must let not let
that happen. These crises create op-
portunities for innovation. We need
a vision of a post-COVID-19 economy
that is not ‘simply a return to nor-
mal’. A new normal can build upon
what we have discovered under lock-
down, about making a living and liv-
ing well. Let us work on an economy
that conserves earth resources,
avoids future pandemics, and en-
hances physical and mental
well-being.

Finally, as Thomas Sowell, sociolo-
gist and economist at Stanford Un-
iversity, said, it is time to realise that
“there are no solutions to managing
a crisis of this nature, only trade-
o"s”. Our destiny is in our hands, so
let us keep them sanitised, let us
maintain physical distancing, and let
us pray for wisdom to make wise
choices in this war against the virus. 

Dr. Ramasubramanian is Consultant,

Infectious Diseases, Apollo Hospital, and

Director, Capstone Clinic; Dr. Aruna Mohan

is Consultant Paediatric Dentist, and

Director, Capstone Dental Care

While we stay resilient and optimistic, we must take this opportunity to prepare for a post-COVID-19 economy

“Once the lockdown is lifted and life resumes, there is bound to be a surge in
the number of cases, with no indication that the exponential growth of the
virus will stop.” Health workers conducts door-to-door thermal screening in a
containment zone in Chandigarh on April 29. * AKHILESH KUMAR

Coping with today, planning for tomorrow

Ramasubramanian 

& Aruna Mohan India has been under lockdown in a desper-
ate attempt to contain the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Even when the lockdown gets lifted
eventually, the government may not allow
large congregations in restricted physical
spaces, including campuses. 

Universities and colleges were in the mid-
dle of the second semester of their academic
year when the lockdown was enforced.
There was anxiety, particularly about the
graduating batches of students, lest the on-
going session should be declared a ‘zero
semester’. This prompted a number of local
initiatives. There were attempts from indivi-
dual teachers to keep their students en-
gaged. A few universities made arrange-
ments for teachers to hold their classes
virtually through video conferencing servic-
es such as Zoom. The transition to virtual
modes was relatively less di$cult for those
institutions that had, even prior to the lock-
down, adopted learning management sys-
tem platforms. All the above were well-
meaning attempts to keep the core educa-
tional processes going through this period. 

Strategy to enhance enrolment? 
An April 13 report quoted the UGC Chairman
as saying that to maintain social distancing,
e-education was the only way out. This was
clearly meant to prepare the higher educa-
tion community for the exigencies of a pro-
tracted period of closure of campuses. 

However, close on the heels of this, he was
also quoted as saying that online education
was likely to be adopted as a strategy to en-
hance the gross enrolment ratio in higher
education. This prompts many questions
about the appropriateness of what may be
an e"ective contingency measure to tide ov-
er the pandemic crisis to be deployed as a
long-term strategy for enhancing enrolment
in higher education. One, how far will online
education help support greater access to and
success in higher education among those
who are on the margins? Two, how equipped
are digital forms of education to support the
depth and diversity of learning in higher
education? Three, is there an unstated polit-
ical motivation for this shift in strategy? 

Higher education has an in%ux of students
who are !rst-generation aspirants. They
have no cultural capital to bank on while
struggling their way through college. Access
is not merely enrolment. It also includes ef-
fective participation in curricular processes,
which includes negotiating through lan-
guage and social barriers. These students are

also from the other side of the digital divide
which makes them vulnerable to a double
disadvantage if digital modes become the
mainstay of education. Unless they receive
consistent hand-holding and backstopping,
they tend to remain on the margins and
eventually drop out or fail. It is therefore ne-
cessary to think deeply and gather research-
based evidence on the extent to which on-
line education can be deployed to help en-
hance the access and success rates.

What learning involves
Acquisition of given knowledge that can be
transmitted didactically by a teacher or a
text constitutes only one minor segment of
curricular content. It is this segment that is
largely amenable to online and digital forms
of transaction. But learning in higher educa-
tion means much more than this. It involves
development of analytical and other intellec-
tual skills, the ability to critically deconstruct
and evaluate given knowledge, and the crea-
tivity to make new connections and synthes-
es. It also means to acquire practical skills,
inquire, seek solutions to complex pro-
blems, and learn to work in teams. All these
assume direct human engagement – not just
teacher-student interaction, but also peer in-
teractions. Deconstructing given knowledge
in relative isolation is never the same as do-
ing it in a group. Arguably, some of this can,
to some extent, be built on to a digital plat-
form. But curricular knowledge has a ten-
dency to adjust its own contours according
to the mode of transaction and the focus of
evaluation. It gets collapsed into largely in-
formation-based content when transacted
through standard structures of teaching-
learning and examination. While digital
forms of learning have the potential to ena-
ble students to pursue independent learn-
ing, conventional and digital forms of educa-
tion should not be considered mutually
exclusive. Online learning needs to be under-
stood as one strand in a complex tapestry of
curricular communication that may still as-
sign an important central role to direct hu-
man engagement and social learning. 

Institutions of open and distance learning
(ODL), established during the mid-1960s to
1980s, were a consequence of explorations
for less expensive models for provisioning
access to higher education. ODL may also
have been considered by governments at
that time “as a safe strategy (in the light of in-
stances of campus turbulence) for managing
mass aspirations for higher education with-
out necessarily e"ecting large congregations
on campuses” (Menon, 2016). One wonders
whether there is a similar motivation behind
the enthusiasm for online education. 

Shyam Menon is a Professor at the Central Institute of

Education, University of Delhi and former Vice

Chancellor, Ambedkar University Delhi

Limitations of online learning
Direct human engagement is a crucial component of education

SHyam Menon
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Early signs are that SARS-CoV-2 poses
a greater direct health risk to men,
and particularly older men. But the
pandemic is exposing and exploiting
inequalities of all kinds, including
gender inequality. In the long term,
its impact on women’s health, rights
and freedoms could harm us all. 

Women are already su"ering the
deadly impact of lockdowns. These
restrictions are essential, but they in-
crease the risk of violence towards
women trapped with abusive partn-
ers. Recent weeks have seen a global
surge in domestic violence. At the
same time, support services for wo-
men at risk face cuts and closures. 

This was the background to my re-
cent appeal for peace in homes
around the world. Since then, over
143 governments have committed to
supporting women and girls at risk of
violence during the pandemic. Every
country can take action by moving
services online, expanding domestic
violence shelters and designating
them as essential, and increasing
support to frontline organisations.
The United Nations’ partnership with
the European Union, the Spotlight
Initiative, is working with govern-
ments in more than 25 countries on
these and similar measures.

But the threat to women’s rights
and freedoms posed by COVID-19
goes far beyond physical violence.
The deep economic downturn ac-
companying the pandemic is likely to
have a distinctly female face.

Unfair, unequal treatment
The unfair and unequal treatment of
working women is one reason why I
went into politics. In the late 1960s,
as a student volunteer doing social
work in poor areas of Lisbon, I saw
women in very di$cult situations,
doing menial jobs and carrying the
weight of their extended families. I
knew this had to change – and I have
seen important change in my life-
time. But decades later, COVID-19
threatens to bring back these condi-
tions for many women.

Women are disproportionately re-
presented in poorly paid jobs with-
out bene!ts, as domestic workers,
casual labourers, street vendors, and

in small-scale services like hairdress-
ing. The International Labour Organ-
ization estimates that nearly 200 mil-
lion jobs will be lost in the next three
months alone – many of them in
these sectors. And just as they are
losing their paid employment, many
women face a huge increase in care
work due to school closures, over-
whelmed health systems, and the in-
creased needs of older people. And
let’s not forget the girls who have had
their education cut short. 

Even at the best of times, women
do three times as much domestic
work as men. That means they are
more likely to be called on to look af-
ter children if businesses open while
schools remain closed, delaying their
return to the paid labour force. 

Entrenched inequality also means
that while women make up 70% of
healthcare workers, they are vastly
outnumbered by men in healthcare
management, and comprise just one
in every 10 political leaders world-
wide. We need women at the table
when decisions are taken on this pan-
demic, to prevent worst-case scena-
rios like a second spike in infections,
labour shortages, and social unrest. 

Women in insecure jobs urgently
need basic social protections, from
health insurance to paid sick leave,
childcare, and unemployment bene-
!ts. Looking ahead, measures to
stimulate the economy, like cash
transfers, credits, loans and bailouts,
must be targeted at women. 

The pandemic has made it clear
that women’s unpaid domestic la-
bour is subsidising both public ser-
vices and private pro!ts. This work
must be included in economic me-
trics and decision-making. We will all
gain from working arrangements that
recognise people’s caring responsi-
bilities, and from inclusive economic
models that value work at home.

This pandemic is not only chal-
lenging global health systems, but
our commitment to equality and hu-
man dignity. With women’s interests
and rights front and centre, we can
get through this pandemic faster, and
build more equal and resilient socie-
ties that bene!t everyone. 

António Guterres is the Secretary-General of

the United Nations

A greater impact on women
COVID-19 poses a threat to women’s livelihoods 
as well as increases their burden at home

António Guterres

The launching of a Chinese satellite foresha-
dowing the development of a long range nu-
clear missile within the next few years has
led to apprehension that the Chinese threat
to India’s security has increased and to the
feeling that steps should be taken to develop
similar weapons in the country. The Defence
Minister said in the Lok Sabha that, since the
decision not to make nuclear bombs in India
was unchanged, no investigation had been
made of our capacity to make the bomb and
its delivery system. This caused an uproar
among the Opposition parties which wish to
make political capital out of this issue. It is
unfortunate that there has been no rational
debate in Parliament as to whether China
really poses the kind of nuclear threat to In-
dia which would justify enormous expendi-
ture on the development of an Indian
counter-weapon.

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 30, 1970

India and the Chinese Missile
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screened and those found
asymptomatic would be al-
lowed to proceed. “Buses
shall be used for transport
of groups of persons which
will be sanitised and shall
follow safe social distancing
norms in seating.” The
States falling on the transit
route would allow the move-
ment of such persons. “On
arrival at their destination,
they would be assessed by
health authorities, and kept
in home quarantine unless
the assessment requires
keeping a person in institu-
tional quarantine.” 

“All States and Union Terri-
tories have been asked to
designate nodal authorities
and develop standard proto-
cols for receiving and send-
ing the stranded persons.
The authorities shall also re-
gister the stranded persons
within their States and UTs.
In case, a group of stranded
persons wish to move bet-
ween one State to another
State, the sending and re-
ceiving authorities may con-
sult each other and mutual-
ly agree to the movement by
road,” the guidelines said. 

The person would be

MHA clears movement
of stranded people

In urban areas, all stand-
alone shops, neighbour-
hood shops and shops in re-
sidential complexes are al-
lowed to open during this
period, as per the new di-
rectives, which make it
clear, however, that esta-
blishments such as salons,
and barber shopswould
continue to remain closed.
Further, e-commerce com-
panies will continue to be
permitted to deal in only es-
sential goods during this
period.

The containment and red
zones will, however, conti-
nue to remain under total
and strict lockdown, said an
o!cial statement. 

Deputy Commissioners
have been directed to work
out the rotational schedule
for the shops that are al-
lowed to be opened in line
with the Chief Minister’s di-
rectives, which have come
four days after the new Mi-
nistry of Home A"airs
(MHA) guidelines came into
e"ect, said the statement.

Punjab extends
lockdown by two weeks 

ployment allowance be paid
to all who were at work on
March 24, when the lock-
down was announced. Al-
most 1.6 crore workers
found employment under
the scheme in March.

The scheme stipulates
that if workers register for
work, but are not provided
employment, they are eligi-
ble to an unemployment al-
lowance amounting to a
quarter of their wages in the
#rst month, half in the se-
cond, and full wages the-
reafter. 

“An unemployment allo-
wance is the very least that
should be paid to these
workers,” said Nikhil Dey,
one of the activists who #led
the petition.

“MGNREGA families should
be given at least 10 days’
wages as free cash for the
loss in the month of April,”
said economist Reetika Khe-
ra, who teaches at the In-
dian Institute of Manage-
ment-Ahmedabad. “The
government asked the priv-
ate sector to pay workers.
Shouldn’t they lead by
example?”

On April 4, activists of the
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti San-
gathan had #led a petition in
the Supreme Court, asking
for full wages to be paid
through the lockdown to the
scheme’s 7.6 crore active job
card-holders. On April 20,
an intervention application
was #led asking that as an
interim measure, unem-

Only 30 lakh found
MGNREGA work in April 

The same assessment was
made in the 2019 report.
These long-standing con-
cerns were about innovators
being able to receive, main-
tain and enforce patents
particularly in the pharma-
ceutical sector; concerns ov-
er copyright laws not incen-
tivising the creation and
commercialisation of con-
tent; and an outdated trade
secrets framework.

“India also further res-
tricted the transparency of
information provided on
state-issued pharmaceutical
manufacturing licenses,
continues to apply restric-
tive patentability criteria to
reject pharmaceutical pa-
tents, and still has not esta-
blished an e"ective system
for protecting against the
unfair commercial use, as
well as the unauthorized
disclosure, of undisclosed

test or other data generated
to obtain marketing appro-
val for pharmaceuticals and
certain agricultural chemi-
cal products,” the report
said.

The report also men-
tioned high customs duties
on medical devices and In-
formation and Communica-
tions Technology. These
goods categories were per-
sistent challenges in trade
talks between the two coun-
tries last year — the language
used in the 2020 report in
this context is the same as in
the 2019 report.

Online IP enforcement in
India has improved, the re-
port said, but progress is un-
dercut by factors including
weak enforcement by courts
and the police, lack of fami-
liarity with investigative
techniques and no central-
ised IP enforcement agency.

India remains on U.S.
Priority Watch List 

Vice-President and Rajya
Sabha Chairman Venkaiah
Naidu on Wednesday said
the next session of Parlia-
ment would be convened
depending on the ground
reality. He was interacting
with Rajya Sabha members
and party leaders. 

The Budget session of
Parliament ended abruptly
on March 23 and the mon-
soon session is scheduled
for July. 

Mr. Naidu said that with
the intensive e"orts being
made across the country to
contain the spread of the
novel coronavirus and the
results from the ground,
one might hope for a nor-
mal schedule.

According to a statement
issued by Mr. Naidu’s o!ce,
the Vice-President spoke to
241 of the 245 Rajya Sabha
members. He also spoke to

the Governors, the Chief Mi-
nisters and the political
leaders and enquired with
them about their safety. He
also spoke to former Presi-
dents Pranab Mukherji and
Pratibha Patil and former
Prime Ministers Manmohan
Singh and H.D. Deve
Gowda.

Some members $agged
the plight of migrant work-
ers and the e"orts being
made to reach them relief.

Venkaiah hopes to
hold monsoon session
‘But it depends on the ground reality’
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Venkaiah Naidu

The Congress on Wednesday
sparred with Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
over allegations that the
Centre had written o" bank
loans worth %68,607 crore
taken by top 50 defaulters,
including fugitives like Nirav
Modi, Mehul Choksi and Vi-
jay Mallya.

Former Union Finance Mi-
nister P. Chidambaram, in an
online press conference,
said he was aware of the
technical rule that a non-per-
forming loan could be writ-
ten o" but why was this rule
applied to fugitives.

“Yes, we understand the
technical rules of RBI. Point
is not that...Why does this
rule apply to Nirav Modis, Vi-
jaya Mallyas and Mehul
Choksis? They have been de-
clared fugitives. That’s why,
we questioned the bona
#des of this government.
The Finance Minister was si-

lent for the last 37 days. Sud-
denly sprung to life and
sprung to the defence of
these fugitives. Is it not a lit-
tle surprising and ironical?”
he said.

Mr. Chidambaram’s re-
marks came after Ms. Sitha-
raman said wilful defaulters
were bene#ciaries of “phone
banking” under the United
Progressive Alliance regime
and the Modi government
was chasing them to recover
the dues.

The Minister’s reaction
came after the Congress, at a

press conference on Tues-
day, alleged that loans worth
%68,607 crore were written
o", and cited a response by
the RBI to an RTI query to
back their charge. 

The party also alleged that
from 2014 to the end of the
2019-20 #nancial year, the
government had written o"
loans worth nearly %6.66
lakh crores.

‘Legacy of UPA era’
Countering these allega-
tions, in a series of tweets,
Ms. Sitharaman asserted that

while the government was
engaged in recovering loans,
most of of the bad loans
were a legacy of the UPA era.

Mr. Chidambaram said,
“Is the government seriously
suggesting that no loans
were given after 2014 or that
all the loans given after 2014
are performing loans? I
mean, what do they take the
people of India for? We may
be stupid, but, we are not so
stupid.” 

‘Twisting facts’
Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala said
the Minister was twisting
facts instead of giving answ-
ers. “Nirmala Sitharamanji,
cleaning the banks of peo-
ple’s money by writing o"
loans of absconders and
fraudsters is not called
cleaning the system. It’s
called weakening the entire
bank architecture #scally
and imprudently, if not mali-
ciously,” he said.

Cong. counters Nirmala’s attack
Party slams Finance Minister’s tweets on writing o! loans worth "68,607 crore
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Wed-
nesday spoke to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi re-
garding his nomination as
MLC which is pending with
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari. 

Mr. Thackeray has to be
nominated to the Upper
House before May 28.

The Prime Minister’s Of-
#ce con#rmed with The Hin-
du that Mr. Thackeray did
call the PM. After hearing
out Mr. Thackeray, the PM
said he would collect the de-
tails. 

According to sources, Mr.
Thackeray had dialled the
PMO on Tuesday evening too
from the Sahyadri guest
house but Mr. Modi could
not come on line. 

The call comes a day after
the meeting of a delegation
of senior Ministers from the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
with Mr. Koshyari where
they handed him the resolu-
tion passed by the Cabinet
recommending Mr. Thacke-
ray’s name for one of the two
vacant posts in the Council,
to be nominated from the
Governor’s quota.

Mr. Koshyari reportedly
had hinted that the #nal de-
cision stands with Mr. Modi

and the CM should directly
talk to him.

Mr. Thackeray was sworn
in on November 28 and as
per the Constitution, a Mi-
nister has to become a mem-

ber of either House within
six months. 

Constituents of the MVA,
namely the Shiv Sena, the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) and the Congress,

have been questioning the
delay on the part of the Go-
vernor. “The State is #ghting
a pandemic. Mumbai is one
of the worst-hit cities in the
country. The State cannot af-
ford political instability at
such a time,” NCP State pre-
sident and Irrigation Minis-
ter Jayant Patil had said on
Tuesday.

The Cabinet meeting on
April 9, chaired by Deputy
CM Ajit Pawar, had passed
the resolution recommend-
ing Mr. Thackeray’s name to
the Council. With no move-
ment from Mr. Koshyari, the
Cabinet, again chaired by
Mr. Pawar, reminded the Go-
vernor about the resolution.

Uddhav speaks to Modi on MLC nomination
PM says he will collect details; Maharashtra Cabinet resolution is pending with Governor Koshyari

Uddhav Thackeray

Alok Deshpande 
Nistula Hebbar 

Mumbai/New Delhi

Bhagat Singh Koshyari
The government has ap-
pointed T.S. Tirumurti as
the next Permanent Repre-
sentative of India to the Un-
ited Nations. He will take
over from Syed Akbarud-
din, one of the country’s
most prominent diplomat,
who is retiring. His ap-
pointment to the UN will
come at an important time
when India will be in the
UN Security Council for a
two-year term in 2021-22.

The announcement
came amid a slew of other
appointments announced
for envoys to Austria, Qatar
and Bahrain, while more
Ambassadorial positions to
the United Kingdom, Fin-
land, Switzerland, Italy,
Singapore, EU/Belgium
and The Philippines are ex-
pected shortly. 

Govt. appoints
Tirumurti as
envoy to UN 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The leeway given by the Mi-
nistry of Home A"airs to
the State governments to
bring back students, pil-
grims and migrant workers
stuck in other States has gi-
ven fresh ammunition to
NDA ally Lok Jan Shakti
Party to hit out at JD(U)
president and Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.

“At least now, he should
act. He has repeatedly
been citing the excuse of
lockdown to refrain from
bringing our migrant work-
ers, pilgrims and students.
If other States like Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pra-
desh can bring back their
people, how come these
rules applied only to Bi-
har?” LJP president Chirag
Paswan asked. 

He said he had to knock
at Home Minister Amit
Shah’s doors when the
State government didn’t
respond to his pleas. 

“I had a word with
Home Minister Amit Shah
last evening after not get-
ting any response from the
State government. He was
very positive and con-
cerned about it. I had writ-
ten a letter to Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar two days
back requesting him to ar-
range transport to bring
back our students stuck in
Kota and other places, but
I didn’t get a response.” Mr.
Paswan thanked Mr. Shah
for bringing in the order. 

‘Nitish should
bring back
workers now’
Sobhana K. Nair 

New Delhi

The government’s actions
on behalf of farmers during
the lockdown are su!cient
to cope with the impact of
COVID-19, according to Agri-
culture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar.

Flagship schemes for crop
insurance and income sup-
port already provide enough
support, Mr. Tomar told me-
diapersons on Wednesday,
when asked about the need
for a relief package for farm-
ers. In fact, he insisted that
the Centre’s agenda of dou-
bling farmers’ income by
2022 still held true.

Farm growth
Think tank NITI Aayog also
provided a rosy picture of
the agriculture sector, with
member Ramesh Chand say-
ing it is likely to see a near-
normal growth rate of at
least 3% in 2020-21, despite
the COVID-19 crisis. The
farm sector grew at a rate of
3.7% in the last #scal year.

Despite the shutdown of
large parts of the industrial

and services sectors, agricul-
tural growth will ensure that
the Indian economy does
not shrink this year, Dr.
Chand said. 

He predicted that at least
0.5% GDP growth would
come from agriculture
alone, refuting international
predictions of a negative
GDP growth rate.

Dr. Chand cited the fore-
cast of a normal monsoon
and reports of reservoirs

having water at levels 40-
60% higher than usual
among the reasons for his
optimism. Fertilizer and
seed sales have been 5% and
20% higher than usual in the
#rst four months of this year,
he claimed, adding that re-
ports suggested that farmers
are getting higher mandi
prices for major commodi-
ties, including wheat, gram,
rapeseed, mustard and sta-
ple vegetables.

Existing schemes providing
support to farmers: Tomar
‘Govt.’s actions su#cient to cope with COVID-19 impact’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Back on the !eld: A farmer at work during the lockdown on
the outskirts of Rupnagar, Punjab. * PTI

Regulating academics and
imposing reasonable res-
trictions to ensure educa-
tional standards are in na-
tional and public interest, a
three-judge Bench of the Su-
preme Court ruled, holding
that the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
is mandatory for admission
to medical colleges run by
religious and linguistic mi-
nority communities.

The right to freedom of
trade or business is not ab-
solute. It is subject to “rea-
sonable restriction in the in-
terest of the students’
community to promote me-
rit, recognition of excel-
lence, and to curb the mal-
practices. A uniform
entrance test quali#es the
test of proportionality and is
reasonable”, Justice Arun
Mishra wrote for the Bench
comprising Justices Vineet
Saran and M.R. Shah.

“NEET is intended to
check several maladies
which crept into medical
education, to prevent capi-
tation fee by admitting stu-
dents which are lower in
merit and to prevent exploi-
tation, pro#teering, and
commercialisation of educa-

tion. The institution has to
be a capable vehicle of edu-
cation,” Justice Mishra
observed.

The court said minority
institutions were equally
bound to comply with the
conditions imposed under
the law. The regulations, in-
cluding admission through
NEET, were neither divisive
or dis-integrative. They
were necessary.

The judgment was based
on a challenge by the colleg-
es to several noti#cations is-
sued by the Medical Council
of India (MCI) and the Den-
tal Council of India (DCI) un-
der Sections 10D of the In-
dian Medical Council Act,
1956, and the Dentists Act,
1948, for uniform entrance
examinations.

“Professional educational
institutions constitute a
class by themselves. Speci#c
measures to make the admi-
nistration of such institu-
tions transparent can be im-
posed. The rights available
under Article 30 [right of
minorities to administer
their institutions] are not
violated by provisions
carved out in Section 10D of
the MCI Act and the Dentists
Act and Regulations framed
by MCI/DCI,” the court held.

Regulating academics is in
national, public interest: SC 
Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI 

Former Union Finance Mi-
nister P. Chidambaram on
Wednesday noted that “ex-
traordinary times require ex-
traordinary solutions” and
suggested that the Centre an-
nounce a %1 lakh crore-pack-
age for micro, small and me-
dium enterpises (MSMEs) to
be able to pay wages to 11
crore workers and a “pay
cheque protection pro-
gramme” for lower income
groups in other private sec-
tor businesses.

In an online press confe-

rence, Mr. Chidambaram al-
so cautioned the Centre
against entertaining any no-
tion of imposing a #nancial
emergency [under Article
360 of the Constitution] that
would further limit the #-
nancial powers of the States.

Financial emergency
The Union government
should prepare an exit stra-
tegy for the lockdown, ad-
dress the problems of mi-
grant workers and provide
#nancial assistance to the
States, he stated.

“I think even to utter

those words at this point of
time would be inappro-
priate. I don’t want to use
the phrase #nancial Emer-
gency and I hope we are not

pushed into that. If the go-
vernment acts promptly,
wisely and boldly by taking
into account the advice of
wise economists, we can
avoid a #nancial emergen-
cy,” he replied to a query.
“We should do everything to
avoid a #nancial emergency
because it would mean that
whatever little powers are
there with the State govern-
ments are taken away.”

Making a strong case for
the government supporting
the 6.3 crore MSMEs, he
said: “We urge the Prime Mi-
nister to look at the Congress

proposal and immediately
announce the implementa-
tion of two speci#c recom-
mendations: %1 lakh crore
wage protection assistance
to help the MSMEs pay wag-
es and salaries for April and
%1 lakh crore credit guaran-
tee fund for the MSMEs that
will help them to go to the
banks and borrow money.”

He added, “For the non-
MSMEs, we urge the govern-
ment to announce a pay
cheque protection pro-
gramme, similar to the one
announced in the United
States.” 

Protect MSME workers: Chidambaram
He demands "1 lakh crore-package so that wages and salaries can be paid to 11 crore workers

P. Chidambaram
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Dr. Vardhan said only 0.33%
patients were on ventilators,
1.5% patients on oxygen sup-
port and 2.34% patients in
ICU, which was a “re$ection
of the quality of care being
provided across the
country.”

He said 288 government
laboratories were working
along with 97 private lab
chains with around 16,000
sample collection centres
and testing around 60,000
per day. 

The World Health Organi-

sation organised a meeting
of vaccine manufacturers
and regulators from South-
East Asia. 

“The manufacturing ca-
pacity that exists in our re-
gion [South-East Asia] is of
the quality and scale re-
quired to produce and roll
out a COVID-19 vaccine glo-
bally and will play a key role
in overcoming the pandem-
ic,” Poonam Khetrapal
Singh, Regional Director,
WHO South-East Asia, said
in a statement.

India reports 70 deaths,
highest in a single day 

Afghan – a ‘Graveyard of  empires’ 
Afghan is considered as ‘Graveyard of  empires’. The fall of  Alexander (in Bactria), disintegration of  USSR, 
and the decline of  US hegemony were started in this region. There is an ever-growing perception that it is 
difficult to come out of  Afghan quagmire. The present US situation rings testimony to this quagmire. 
 
History of  India-Afghan relations 
Relations between the people of  Afghanistan and India can be traced back to the Indus Valley Civilisation. 
Following Alexander the Great’s brief  occupation, the successor state of  the Seleucid Empire controlled the 
region known today as Afghanistan. In 305 BCE, they ceded much of  it to the Indian Maurya Empire as part 
of  an alliance treaty. The Mauryans brought Buddhism from India and controlled the area south of  the 
Hindu Kush. 
 
From the 10th century to the mid 18th century, northern India has been invaded by a number of  invaders 
based in what today is Afghanistan. Some of  them were Ghaznavids, Khaljis, Mughals, Durranis etc. During 
these eras, many Afghans began immigrating to India due to political unrest in their regions. 
 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan of  Afghan was a prominent leader of  the Indian independence movement and 
active supporter of  the Indian National Congress. 
 
India-Afghanistan Relations – Strategic, Economic, and Security Interests 
 
India-Afghanistan: Strategic interests 
If  we go by Mandal Sidhanth, Afghan is India’s natural ally. 
India is interested in retaining Afghanistan as a friendly state from which it has the capacity to monitor 
Pakistan and cultivate assets to influence activities in Pakistan. 
While India is keenly interested in cultivating a significant partnership with Afghanistan, Pakistan is trying 
to deny India these very opportunities. 
India’s interest in Afghan is more than mere Pakistan-centrist and reflects its aspiration to be and to be seen 
as a regional power. 
Islamic fundamentalism in Pakistan and Afghan has deleterious effects in the domestic social fabric of  
India, as Hindu fundamentalism in India is triggered by these external developments. 
Afghan is also a center of  ‘great games’. 
In Medieval times it was between Persian and Mughal Empire. 
During colonial times it was between Russia and Britain. 
India-Afghanistan: Economic interests 
Afghanistan has a mineral wealth of  about $1-3 trillion of  Iron ore, Lithium, Chromium, Natural Gas, 
Petroleum etc. 
Safeguarding Indian investments and personnel in Afghan is utmost important to India as Indian investment 
in Afghan amounts to about $3bn. 
India-Afghanistan: Security interests 
India faced many security challenges from the Taliban in Afghan during the 1990s. 
Pakistan has raised and supported several militant groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba, Harkat-ul-Mujahideen/
Harkat-ul-Ansar, and Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami among others, which operate in India. 
All of  these groups have trained in Afghanistan, with varying proximity to the Taliban and by extension al-
Qaeda. 
Thus India is absolutely adamant that Afghanistan should not again become a terrorist safe haven. 
Radical ideologies and terrorism spreading in this region are a security threat for India. 
With Pakistan increasing its strategic depth in Afghan, it can reverse the gain of  India in Afghan brought 
through much cost. Pakistan can incubate and move around various anti-India groups in Afghan especially in 
Loya Paktia. 
The golden crescent comprising of  Iran, Afghan, and Pakistan is a worry for India, especially with respect to 
the issue of  drug abuse in Punjab. 
Islamic State is using Afghan as an outpost in Asia as it comes under stress in Iraq and Syria.
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COVID-19

As COVID-19 cases increased
in Odisha in the past 10 days,
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik on Wednesday sought
people’s support to quaran-
tine those returning from
West Bengal and other
States.

Meanwhile, the number
of cases in the State in-
creased to 125, with the de-
tection of seven new cases —
three cases in Balasore dis-
trict, one case each in Jhar-
suguda, Deogarh and Ken-
dujhar districts, and one in
Bhubaneswar. 

The cases reported from
Balasore, Jharsuguda, Deo-
garh and Kendujhar were all
those who returned from
West Bengal. The Bhubanes-
war case was a family mem-
ber of a COVID-19 patient.

Of the total cases, 39 pa-

tients had recovered and
one had died earlier. The re-
maining 85 are under treat-
ment at di!erent hospitals,
according to the Health
Department.

In a video message, Mr.
Patnaik said the latest chal-
lenge was to take care of
those returning from West
Bengal. More than 50 of the
125 cases detected in the
State had returned from
West Bengal, he said.

“When I spoke to you 10

days ago, the number of pos-
itive cases was 61. It has dou-
bled now. But there is no
need to panic. We can avoid
the danger if we stay alert,”
he said. The State "rst faced
the challenge when people
who returned from other
countries and those who re-
turned from Nizamuddin
tested positive, he said. 

Mr. Patnaik said the com-
ing weeks would be more
challenging when Odia peo-
ple from Maharashtra, Guja-
rat, Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Rajasthan and West
Bengal would return home.
He asked the people not to
be worried if the number of
cases went up when Odias
returned from States that
had witnessed larger infec-
tions than Odisha. 

Mr. Patnaik appealed to
the people to stay vigilant
and calm. 

Number of COVID-19 cases in State increases to 125 
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Naveen Patnaik

Coming weeks will be a
challenge, says Odisha CM

The West Bengal govern-
ment will continue the lock-
down till the end of May, but
will allow small shops and
selective sectors to resume
business from Monday in the
green zone. The government
will shut down any of those
establishments in case of a
spike in COVID-19 cases,
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee said on Wednesday. 

While 33 positive cases
are reported in the past 24
hours, the testing numbers
have gone up. A total of 1,397
persons have been tested in
last 24 hours, while 119 pa-
tients are discharged, the
State administration noted.

Without specifying any
date, Ms. Banerjee said lock-
down would continue in
Bengal for another month,
with limited relief to certain
sectors. She listed the sec-
tors in a press conference.

“Small neighbourhood
shops for both essential and

non-essential items, stand-
alone electronic goods sell-
ers but not big markets, sta-
tionery stores, paint shops,
mobile and battery charging
points, hardware, laundry
and shops selling cigarettes
or betel leaf… tea shops will
sell tea [leaves] but no casual
chatting sitting in tea shops
is allowed,” the Chief Minis-
ter said.

Industries such as con-
struction will be allowed in
the green zone “provided
they follow lockdown proto-
col.” 

The activity of Public
Health Engineering (PHE)
will be encouraged, while
self-help groups (SHGs) will
be engaged to make masks.
This was one of the many
suggestions made by the

doctors’ associations to the
Chief Minister at Tuesday’s
meeting.

“Since unemployment
will be on the rise, with a
growing demand of masks,
we requested the Chief Mi-
nister if SHGs can be en-
gaged to make masks,” said
Rejaul Karim, a doctor who
attended the meeting. 

The doctors asked for

“more and sterilised PPEs,”
separate treatment facility
for health workers, ensuring
opening of private facilities
in the green zone.

“Globally, epidemic iden-
ti"cation and forecast re-
search institutes work
throughout the year to study
viruses. The Indian Council
of Medical Research [ICMR]
has been doing it, perhaps
we need one for the State
and the Chief Minister was
informed. She agreed to the
idea on the face of it,” said Dr
Karim.

Back to work
On Wednesday, Ms. Banerjee
said that nearly half of 45
jute mills were allowed to op-
erate and 25% of tea garden
workers were back to work. 

“In addition, 51 private
hospitals are being asked to
treat patients without fee.
The State will bear the cost,”
she said. However, the list of
such hospitals is yet to be
made public. 

Bengal to be in lockdown till end of May
State to allow small shops, selective sectors to resume business from Monday in green zones

Special correspondent

Kolkata

No stone unturned: Municipal workers wearing protective gear while conducting a 
door-to-door health survey in Kolkata on Wednesday. * AFP

Two pharmacists from Mum-
bai — one from Shatabdi Hos-
pital in Kandivali and anoth-
er from a civic dispensary in
Deonar — have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. Many
pharmacists in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region are in
quarantine after being ex-
posed to positive patients.
Most pharmacists, equipped
with just masks and gloves,
have been on the frontlines
o!ering their services since
the outbreak in the State. 

“Pharmacists are the
backbone of the health sys-
tem and they have been of-
fering continuous services in
these di#cult times. Their
e!orts have to be recog-
nised,” said Manjiri Gharat,
vice-president of Indian
Pharmaceutical Association
(IPA), a national body of
pharmacists. 

The IPA on Monday wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra

Modi urging him to include
pharmacists in the special
medical insurance package
announced on March 26,
which gives coverage to
healthcare workers with risk
of getting infected with
SARS-CoV-2. 

“After going through the
scheme, it is not clear if re-
tail pharmacists are included
in it. But it appears that

pharmacists are not covered
under it. Therefore, we re-
quest you to kindly take
steps to include pharmacists
working in retail and hospi-
tal sectors in this scheme,”
the IPA letter stated. It also
requested Mr. Modi to men-
tion pharmacists in his next
address to the nation along
with doctors, nurses and pa-
ramedics as healthcare war-

riors "ghting COVID-19.
A pharmacist attached to

the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC), who
is in quarantine after coming
in contact with positive pa-
tients, said they are con-
stantly exposed to patients
who may not know they
have COVID-19. “People with
fever are now "rst directed
to the BMC’s fever clinics
and we are exposed to pa-
tients who may later test pos-
itive,” he said. Two pharma-
cists have been quarantined
in Kalyan and another one in
Navi Mumbai.

While the supply of drugs
has been an issue during the
lockdown, pharmacies
across the city have re-
mained open. 

“We try to maintain a dis-
tance. Customers often re-
quest us to speak to their
doctors and relatives over
the phone about their drugs,
leading to contact with
them,” said a pharmacist.

Two pharmacists test positive in Mumbai 
Frontline workers demand inclusion in special medical insurance package 

Checks increased: Health workers screening residents at
Dharavi in Mumbai on Wednesday. * VIJAY BATE

Jyoti Shelar

Mumbai

The COVID-19 pandemic
continued its relentless up-
ward surge in Maharashtra
as the State reported a spike
of 597 new cases on Wed-
nesday to take the cumula-
tive tally to 9,915, while 32
new deaths saw the total
death toll rising to 432.

According to "gures given
by the State Health Depart-
ment, 26 of these deaths
were reported from Mum-
bai city, three from Pune ci-
ty, and one each from Pan-
vel and the urban pockets of
Solapur and Aurangabad.

A measure of hopeful
news was found in the 205
cases who were discharged
today, taking the total num-
ber of those recovered in
the State till date to 1,593, as
per State Surveillance O#c-
er Dr. Pradeep Awate.

With the new deaths,
Mumbai’s death toll now
stands at 270 – accounting
for more than 60% of the
State’s death tally, while that
of Pune district has risen to
85 of which 79 have been re-
ported from Pune city, three
from the rural areas in the
district while the rest from
Pimpri-Chinchwad.

Solapur district, which
comes under the Pune divi-
sion, has now reported six
deaths while Aurangabad
has recorded seven deaths
till now.

“56% of the deaths re-
ported had high-risk co-
morbidities such as dia-

betes, hypertension, asth-
ma and heart disease,”
informed Dr. Awate.

Of the 600-odd cases,
Mumbai reported the over-
whelming majority — as ma-
ny as 475 — as they city’s
cumulative tally shot to
6,644. Pune district authori-
ties reported a surge of at
least 60 fresh cases in Pune
city as the district’s cumula-
tive active cases rose to
1,238. 

“A central team under Dr.
A. K. Gadpayle is on a visit in
Pune Division to review CO-
VID-19 prevention and con-
trol activities and visited So-
lapur district today where
they reviewed the imple-
mentation of containment
activities. In the 20 contain-
ment zones in Solapur, a to-
tal 174 surveillance squads
are screening 97,000 people
daily,” Dr. Awate said.

Maharashtra reports 597
cases, nears 10,000 mark
Toll rises to 432, with 32 new deaths
Special correspondent

PUNE 

The number of COVID-19
cases in Gujarat rose by 308
to 4,082 on Wednesday and
the death toll increased by
16, including nine fatalities
in the worst-hit Ahmeda-
bad, to 197, a Health Depart-
ment o#cial said.

Moreover, 93 patients
were discharged on recov-
ery after two tests came in
negative. The total number
of patients who recovered
stands at 527. 

However, the State conti-
nues to see an increase in
the number of cases by ad-
ding over 200 cases on an
average every day. The
death toll also remains in
the double digit for the past
several days. 

Ahmedabad accounts for
more than 65% of the cases
and deaths. On Wednesday,

the city recorded 234 cases
and 9 deaths. Now, Ahme-
dabad’s cumulative "gures
are 2,777 cases and 137
deaths. Till Wednesday
evening, 263 patients have
recovered. 

Surat and Vadodara form
the other large clusters. Su-
rat has recorded 601 cases,
22 deaths and 40 cases of re-
covery and Vadodara has re-
corded 270 cases, 16 deaths
and 87 cases of recovery. 

The authorities have de-
cided that asymptomatic pa-
tients remain quarantined
at home. 

In Ahmedabad and Surat,
the civic bodies have intro-
duced this step to concen-
trate the e!orts of health
workers on serious and
symptomatic cases and to
decrease the pressure on go-
vernment quarantine
centres. 

In Gujarat, cases 
cross 4,000-mark 
The number of deaths mounts to 197 

special correspondent

AHMEDABAD

The Airports Authority of India
(AAI) is looking at commencing
limited domestic/international
$ight operations with 30% ca-
pacity post COVID-19 lockdown.
Airport o#cials have been told to
ensure that the passengers fol-
lowed the safety protocol, partic-
ularly physical distancing. Facili-
ties for hand sanitising/washing
would be created in as many
places as possible.

In a Standard Operating Pro-
cedure (SOP) circulated to all air-
ports on Wednesday, the AAI
said once the lockdown period is
over, airports shall be facilitating
limited domestic/international
scheduled $ights in a phased
manner. “To start with, may be
at 30% capacity to facilitate so-
cial distancing. The operations
to its original level is likely to be
scaled up in gradual manner.”

Where there were more termi-
nals, only one terminal would be

opened for use to minimise the
cleaning area considering the li-
mited availability of material re-
sources. “Initially it is presumed
that airline operations will be li-
mited to Tier-I cities [Metros]
and some other State capitals
and major Tier-II cities… limited
food and beverages and retail
outlets to be made available to
the passengers till operations of
Airlines gradually increase. In-
itially they should serve tea/cof-
fee etc. with take away snacks in
boxes. As part of this limited res-
taurant facilities to be permitted
inside security hold area,” the
guidelines said.

Airport authorities were told
to coordinate with the State go-
vernments/local administration
to ensure availability of public
transport/private taxies for con-
nectivity to the airport for pas-
sengers and sta!. 

Spa centres/massage chair fa-
cilities would remain suspended
as a safety measure. While air-

lines would advise passengers to
reach the airport well in ad-
vance, the o#cials would take ef-
fective steps to ensure safe dis-
tance among passengers and
sta! at entry points, frisking
booths, boarding gates etc.

Health screening
AAI said adequate number of
doctors and paramedics should
be available at airports to con-
duct screening of passengers
both arriving and departing. 

Among other instructions
were to ensure cleanliness and
sanitation of the entire terminal
building and public areas, in-
cluding washrooms, chairs,
counters, trolleys, security trays,
x-ray machines, hand-rails,
doors etc on a regular basis. Em-
ployees showing symptoms such
as high fever, di#culty in breath-
ing and cough should not be ta-
ken on duty. Such cases should
be reported to appropriate
health authorities.

AAI mulls limited !ights with
30% capacity post lockdown 
Airport o!cials told to ensure that passengers follow safety protocol 

S. Vijay Kumar 

CHENNAI

Eight persons died of CO-
VID-19 in Madhya Pradesh
on Wednesday, taking the
death toll to 130, the Directo-
rate of Health Services said. 

Ujjain, where the death
toll climbed to 23, reported
the most number of deaths,
at three. So far, 18% of all pa-
tients have died of the illness
in the city, arguably the
worst case fatality rate in the
country, up by two percen-
tage points over the previous
day. 

In addition, two deaths
were reported in Khandwa,
and one each in Khargone,
Raisen and Bhopal, accord-

ing to a bulletin issued by the
Directorate. The case fatality
rate in the State stands at 5%,
higher than the national av-

erage. Meanwhile, 79 new
COVID-19 cases were report-
ed on the day, taking the
count to 2,560. Bhopal alone
recorded 31 of these. Forty-
one patients were dis-
charged from hospitals on
recovery. So far, 461 persons
have been discharged. The
day’s tally does not take into
account the "gures for In-
dore, which are released late
at night. 

“Teams of o#cials from
di!erent wings of the State
administration are visiting
the worst-a!ected districts

to assist o#cials there,”
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said. He added that
the test positivity rate was
going down, even in Bhopal
and Indore, and the case fa-
tality rate was falling too.
“The number of those reco-
vering is going up.”

From April 16 to 28, the
case fatality rate oscillated
between 4% and 5%, indicat-
ing the mortalities were ris-
ing in proportion to the case
tally. As for the recovery
rate, it climbed from 6% to
16% in the period. 

Eight die in M.P., death toll rises to 130 in State
79 new cases reported, 12 of 14 casualities in Bhopal were survivors of the 1984 gas tragedy

Hope abounds: Patients who recovered from COVID-19 posing
for a picture after discharge from a hospital in Indore. * PTI

Staff reporter

Bhopal

14 new cases in Dharavi,
tally now stands at 344
MUMBAI

Dharavi reported 14 new cases
on Wednesday, bringing its
tally to 344, including 18
deaths. On Tuesday, the area
reported 42 new cases, its
highest 24-hour tally so far,
and also reported four deaths.
The number dropped to 14 on
Wednesday, and no deaths
were reported. The cases are
from Matunga labour camp,
Kunchikurve Nagar, 90-feet
road, Mukund Nagar. Also,
cases were reported from new
parts including 60-feet road,
Dharavi Koliwada.

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

The extremist National So-
cialist Council of Nagalim,
or the Isak-Muivah faction
of the NSCN, has accused
the armed forces of expos-
ing the villagers of Manipur
to the COVID-19 in the
name of pushing out its
cadre from a designated
camp. 

A stand-o! between the
inhabitants of Kashung vil-
lage and the Assam Ri$es
troops began on April 21. 

‘Armed forces
may give virus
to villagers’
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI 

India has sought to establish its presence in Afghanistan from the early days of  its independence in 1947. 
In 1950, Afghanistan and India signed a “Friendship Treaty.” 
India had robust ties with Afghan King Zahir Shah’s regime. 
Prior to the Soviet invasion in 1979, New Delhi had formalized agreements and protocols with various pro-
Soviet regimes in Kabul. 
While India’s role in Afghanistan was constrained during the anti-Soviet jihad, between 1979 and 1989, India 
expanded its development activities in Afghanistan, focusing upon industrial, irrigation, and hydroelectric 
projects. 
After the Taliban consolidated their hold on Afghanistan in the mid-1990s, India struggled to maintain its 
presence and to support anti-Taliban forces. 
However, Indian objectives in Afghanistan remained modest given the constrained environment. India aimed 
to undermine the ability of  the Taliban to consolidate its power over Afghanistan, principally by supporting 
the Northern Alliance in tandem with other regional actors. 
Working with Iran, Russia, and Tajikistan, India provided important resources to the Northern Alliance, the 
only meaningful challenge to the Taliban in Afghanistan. 
Since 2001, India has relied upon development projects and other forms of  humanitarian assistance. 
Debate on India’s role in Afghan 
There is a debate among major players in Afghan on the optimal role for India in Afghanistan’s reconstruction 
in light of  the enduring security competition between India and Pakistan. 
 
Expanding India’s presence in Afghanistan through increased Indian training of  Afghan civilian and military 
personnel, development projects, and expanded economic ties. 
Caution against India’s involvement. 
Indian and Pakistani competition in Afghanistan is seen as a new “Great Game” and argues that Afghanistan 
can be pacified only through a regional solution that resolves once and for all the intractable Indo-Pakistan 
dispute over Kashmir. 
 
Afghan History 
Phase I – until the end of  the cold war 
Monarchy under King Zahir Shah lasted till 1973 and was overthrown by a coup led by Mohammed Daoud 
Khan.  He declared Afghanistan as a republic. Against his repressive rule, protest became widespread leading 
to Communist Revolution or Saur Revolution in 1978 and the Democratic Republic of  Afghanistan came into 
being. The event proved to be the catalyst for decades of  unrest and bloodshed in Afghan. There were protests 
against the Democratic Republic of  Afghanistan and to stabilize the communist regime, USSR intervened in 
1979. 
 
The Democratic Republic of  Afghanistan, renamed in 1987 to the Republic of  Afghanistan, commonly known 
as Afghanistan, existed from 1978 to 1992, during which time the socialist People’s Democratic Party of  
Afghanistan (PDPA) ruled Afghanistan. 
 
India had an upper hand as the diplomatic and cultural ties were strong with the Afghan regime during these 
periods. 
India was the only South Asian nation to recognize the Soviet-backed Democratic Republic of  Afghanistan and 
the Soviet Union’s military presence in Afghan territories. 
Meanwhile, US-Pakistan interest coincided in Afghan. After the Iranian revolution, Iran came out of  US 
influence in the Middle Eastern region. So the US was apprehensive of  growing Soviet influence in Afghan. 
Thus CIA-ISI worked together to destabilize the communist government in Afghan, which led to USSR 
intervention in 1979. The intervention lasted from 1979 to 1989. 
 
Mujahadeen succeeded in toppling communist regime in Afghan in 1989. Mujahadeen was Pakistani 
supported alliance by seven Afghan Mujahideen parties fighting against the Soviet-backed the Democratic 
Republic of  Afghan forces in Soviet-Afghan war. 
 
India, however, recognized the Mujahadeen government. Following the withdrawal of  the Soviet armed forces 
from Afghanistan in 1989, India continued to support Najibullah’s government (Mujahadeen government) with 
humanitarian aid. 
 



CM
YK

M CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CHENNAI THE HINDU 

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 202010
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

COVID-19

With the possibility of a graded exit from the the 40-day lock-
down approaching, Srinath Reddy, president of the Public
Health Foundation of India and member of the ICMR’s CO-
VID-19 task force, takes stock of what has been achieved dur-
ing this period in respect of the public health systems. With
systemic weaknesses still remaining, he cautioned that we will
have to be on guard against the virus for at least one year.
Excerpts:

A key objective of the
lockdown was to give us
time to scale up our public
health systems in case there
is a surge of cases going
forward. Has this been
adequately achieved?

! Our public health system
has been quite weak for sev-
eral decades, because of
poor investments, not only
in infrastructure, but also in
the health workforce. And in
a number of other areas like
the non-availability of public
health carriers, the non-
availability of adequate regu-
latory structures, and of
course very low levels of

health !nancing, which were
barriers to access and a"or-
dability of healthcare.

Obviously, we cannot say
that we have actually accom-
plished a transformation in
each of these areas, whether
it is from the point of view of
a steady state functioning of
the health system or the
surge response that is re-
quired to meet a pandemic
challenge like this. However,
I believe that lockdown has
given us an opportunity to
try and ramp up our resourc-
es in each of these areas, par-
ticularly in terms of building
up more hospital bed capac-
ity for isolation in intensive

care. Also, for ensuring that
our testing capacity has im-
proved with acquisition of
more testing kits, pressing
into service of a large num-
ber of healthcare workers for
contact tracing and isolation,
as well as bringing in more
doctors and nurses, includ-
ing from the retirees, for pro-
viding healthcare services if
required. We have also seen
that the manufacturing ca-
pacity of medical equipment
as well as personal protec-
tion equipment has gone up
quite substantially.

What’s your advice on how
to restart and what are the
activities that can be
avoided?

! I believe that it is time for
us to now start moving out of
the lockdown for most of the
country where we do not
have clearly identi!ed hot
zones with high caseload. It
is in those zones that we
probably will have to conti-

nue, if not the full, rigorous
form of the lockdown, at
least the slightly loosened
form of lockdown.

I believe we ought to look
at urban and rural areas
slightly di"erently. Rural
areas are likely to be highly
protected at the moment. As
we restart our economic ac-
tivities, rural areas should
get up !rst and it’s already

happening in terms of har-
vesting and other !eldwork.
Even as urban areas resume
activities, we must try and
restrict the travel and tran-
sportation of goods between
urban and rural areas to ab-
solutely essential goods and
essential travel needs, be-
cause we should prevent the
ingress of the virus from ur-
ban areas into rural areas.

We have to avoid mass
meetings, we have to avoid
malls and cinema halls, but
smaller group meetings
should be possible, and of
course social distancing in
public would still have to be
maintained. And in educa-
tion, I would give preference
to school education over col-
lege education immediately,
because school education is
something that has to be
done through personal con-
tact. College education can
come a little later because
college education can also be
done through distance
education.

There is concern that over
the winter we may see a
second wave of the virus
even if it slows down now.
What do you think is the
kind of time period we’re
talking about in which we
are going to be seeing the
e!ects of the virus not just in
our health system, but in the
way our economic activities
are also a!ected?

! There is anticipation that
we will see a slowdown in
summer as the temperatures
rise and even when the hu-
midity rises. But there is also
an apprehension that it
could actually raise its head
again in winter. We have to
see whether it behaves like
other coronaviruses, which
do have a seasonal pattern,
or whether this is an atypical
virus, which behaves with vi-
rulence unabated through-
out the year.

If we anticipate that this
actually is going to happen,
that is the temperature ef-

fect, and we’ll go into a bit of
a slumber during the period
between summer and onset
of winter, then we still have
to be prepared for a possible
resurgence in winter and we
cannot let down our guard
till April or May next year. In
the interest of safety, we
have to plan as though this is
going to be a phenomenon
that we have to deal with for
over a year.

What are the public health
lessons that we can learn
from other Asian countries
that have been doing well?

! Actually the champion in
this region has been Viet-
nam. It is a sort of unreport-
ed, unsung hero. Of course,
Singapore is now having
some problems in terms of
resurgence among the mi-
grant workers, which has
been a bit of a lapse, but it
has been a good example,
particularly in healthcare
and fair amount in public

health. 
What we have seen in

Southeast Asian countries is
that because they have had
the experience of the H1N1,
the H5N1, the so called Swine
Flu, as well as the avian in-
#uenza, as well as the SARS,
they have actually prepared
public health as well as
healthcare systems to res-
pond very quickly to any
such threat. They’re ready to
get into high gear very quick-
ly. 

We have had other things
that have been favouring us
but from the point of view of
investments in public health,
it is absolutely important
that we build up a very
strong surveillance system, a
very strong primary health-
care system. 

We also ensure that invest-
ments in our entire health
system, including the health
workforce, as well as ad-
vanced care are there. So
that we do not have weak
chinks in our armour.

INTERVIEW | SRINATH REDDY 

‘We cannot let down our guard till April or May next year’
As urban areas resume activities, travel to rural areas must be restricted to prevent ingress of the virus to those places, says ICMR’s task force member

Jayant Sriram

<> We have to avoid
mass meetings, we
have to avoid malls
and cinema halls,
but smaller group
meetings should be
possible 

The pending examinations
for Class 10 and 12 will be
held after assessing the sit-
uation at the end of the lock-
down, the Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) said on Wednesday.
The board’s assertion fol-
lows reports that Class 10 ex-
ams may be cancelled.

Several States had sug-
gested the cancellation of
these exams and use of inter-
nal assessment performance
to allot grades instead.
These issues were raised in
Tuesday’s meeting of State
Education Ministers with the
Union Human Resource De-
velopment Minister.

However, the CBSE reiter-

ated that it will conduct the
exams after the lockdown is
lifted, giving a 10-day notice
to students.

The pending exams in-
clude 12 core subject papers
for Class 12 students. Class 10
students in most parts of the

country have no exams left.
However, in northeastern
Delhi, where exams were
postponed due to the vio-
lence in February, Class 10
students have six subjects
pending, while Class 12 stu-
dents have 11 papers left. 

Pending Class 10, 12
exams after curbs end
CBSE will assess the situation, give 10-day notice to students 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Future course: Students appearing for Class 10 exams waiting
outside the Kerala School in New Delhi, in this !le photo. * PTI

Universities and colleges can
begin classes for second and
third year students from Au-
gust 1, and for !rst year stu-
dents from September 1, ac-
cording to an advisory
issued by the University
Grants Commission on Wed-
nesday regarding the 2020-
21 academic calendar.

With regard to the current
academic year, the UGC sug-
gested that classes — current-
ly being conducted through
various modes of distance
learning — can be completed
by mid-June. Examinations

will then be held online or
o$ine based on local condi-
tions and availability of
resources.

Final semester examina-
tions can then be held in July
and may be shortened from
3 hours to 2 hour duration.
Intermediate semester stu-
dents can be graded based
on internal assessment of
the present and previous
semester, UGC suggested.

The M.Phil and Ph.D stu-
dents can be given a six-
month extension to com-
plete their degrees, with viva
voce examinations being
conducted via

video-conferencing.
All students will receive

automatic attendance during
the lockdown period. In the
next academic year, howev-
er, they may follow a six-day
week pattern.

The UGC advisory was is-
sued after taking into ac-
count the recommendations
of a panel headed by Central
University of Haryana V-C
R.C. Kuhad. However, one
major recommendation to
hold a common entrance
test for UG and PG students
seems to have been rejected
and does not !nd a place in
the !nal guidelines.

The UGC has emphasised
that the guidelines are advi-
sory, not mandatory in na-
ture, and institutions are
free to take decisions as re-
quired based on their own
facilities and local restric-
tions due to COVID-19.

Going forward, the Com-
mission encouraged colleges
and universities to equip
their faculty with online
teaching tools, develop vir-
tual classrooms and virtual
laboratory facilities. About
25% of their syllabus can be
completed through online
teaching and 75% through
face-to-face, said the UGC.

UGC issues advisory for academic year
Universities, colleges can begin classes for second and third year students from Aug. 1

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Scientists at the National
Institute of Biomedical Ge-
nomics (NIBMG), Kalyani,
West Bengal, have found
that the novel coronavirus
has undergone mutations
to form 10 di"erent types
(clades). Of the 10, one
speci!c type called A2a has
become predominant and
is fast replacing both the
original type (called “O”)
from China and other mu-
tated types in many coun-
tries. The results of the stu-
dy will soon be published
in the Indian Journal of
Medical Research.

The A2a type seems to
be predominant in New
York, Italy, Australia,
Spain, Iceland, Brazil, Con-
go and other countries. It is
also the dominant type in
India. 

In the U.S., Washington
state and New York show
contrasting predominance
of the clades. While B1 type
is predominant in Wash-
ington, A2a dominates in
New York. The di"erences
in patterns of travel con-
tact with China and Europe
could be a reason, they
write. 

One strain of
virus is most
potent: study

R. Prasad

CHENNAI

The Union Ministry of So-
cial Justice and Empower-
ment (SJ&E) has asked all
States and Union Territo-
ries to make sure that test-
ing, quarantine and treat-
ment centres for COVID-19
are accessible for persons
with disabilities (PwD).

A Ministry statement
said on Wednesday that
Department of SJ&E Secre-
tary Shakuntala Gamlin
had written to all Chief Se-
cretaries, asking them to
ensure that basic accessi-
bility features are in place
at testing and quarantine
centres as well as hospitals.

“The current crisis pos-
es even greater threats to
the Divyangjan not just due
to their less/compromised
immunity, ability to per-
ceive or comprehend infor-
mation but also due to non-
availability of accessibility
features... at such CO-
VID-19 related facilities,”
the Ministry said.

The States and Union
Territories were asked to
ensure that sanitisers,
glove cases, soaps and
wash basins are within
reach for PwD, particularly
wheelchair users. 

Ramps with railings, at
least one low height coun-
ter at receptions, testing
areas and pharmacies and
audio and captioned video
announcements should be
provided.

‘Make testing
centres 
PwD-friendly’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Taliban to power 
Even though the Mujahadeen government came into power by the backing of  US-Pakistan, the government 
comprised of  different warlords. This lead to the power struggle between them and there was a law & order 
crisis. 
Moreover, the then president, Najibullah, become pro-India. 
This lead to the promotion of  Taliban by Pakistan. 
WHO ARE THE TALIBAN? 
 
Taliban means students. 
They are refugees of  Afghan civil war and are located in NWFP in Pakistan. 
They were educated in Madrasas financed by Saudi Arabia and indoctrinated with Wahabism-Salafism. 
Wahabism is a puritan movement in Islam who wants Shariat rule. 
After fall of  Mujahadeen government, India together with the international community supported the coalition 
government that took control, but relations and contacts ended with the outbreak of  another civil war, which 
brought to power the Taliban. The Taliban regime was recognized only by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). The destruction of  the Bamiyan Buddha monuments by the Taliban led to outrage 
and angry protests by India. In 1999, the hijacked Indian Airlines Flight 814 landed and stayed in Kandahar in 
Afghanistan and the Taliban were suspected of  supporting them. India became one of  the key supporters of  the 
anti-Taliban Northern Alliance. 
 
Phase II – since the end of  the cold war 
India tried to repair the relations since the 1990s. But the emergence of  the Taliban with Pakistan’s support 
limited India’s options. India continued to support anti-Taliban forces in Afghanistan. 
The war in Afghan (2001-present) 
Meanwhile, post-cold war scenario changed the regional dynamics and US war on terror in 2001 lead to the 
defeat of  the Taliban. 
US war in Afghan was started in 2001. The war’s public aims were to dismantle al-Qaeda and to deny it a safe 
base of  operations in Afghanistan by removing the Taliban from power 
The US demanded extradition of  Osama-bin-Laden from Taliban post 9/11. Taliban didn’t comply and the US 
launched the war on Afghan under the war on terror. Northern Alliance, which was fighting the Taliban since 
the 1990s, offered assistance to the US in this endeavour. Thus all the powers, including India, Russia, the US 
fought against the Taliban. Taliban was ousted and went underground in Pakistan. 
India offered assistance for the US in this endeavour. India sensed an opportunity to re-establish itself  in 
Afghanistan in this different international and regional framework. India began assistance for reconstruction 
and nation-building in Afghan. 
Zaranj–Delaram road in 2009. 
Salma dam. 
Construction of  Afghan parliament. 
After the US invasion of  Iraq in 2003, the concentration of  US was shifted to Iraq. This lead to Taliban 
insurgency in 2005 and they regrouped from Pakistan hideouts. 
Since then the US is looking to come out of  the war in Afghan but the war is being protracted without an end in 
sight. 
Recently US-Taliban talks were held in Doha and US announced that there has been an in-principle agreement 
on key issues: US troop will leave Afghan and in return, the Taliban promised that Afghan will not be used by 
terrorists. 
Thus from 2001 to present, the Taliban has emerged as an important central player in the Afghan peace 
process. Now major players like US, Russia, China have accepted this centrality of  the Taliban. Since only 
Pakistan has influence over the Taliban, this turn of  events can be considered as a diplomatic victory of  
Pakistan whereas India is increasingly being sidelined in these proceedings. 
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NEWS

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12922 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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The Upanishads are storehouses of the wisdom pertaining
to the Eternal and In!nite Brahman. This wisdom is re-
vealed in many ways; sometimes in the form of exchanges
between a disciple and preceptor, or as stories, parables,
analogies, etc, or as the !ndings of some of the ancient sages
when they were steeped in meditation. 

For instance, the Chandogya Upanishad contains several
Vidyas such as Bhooma Vidya, Prajapati Vidya, Vaishwanara
Vidya, Sandilya Vidya, and so on that teach the art of med-
itation that leads one towards the ultimate goal Brahman. It
is important that the spiritual aspirant in search of the high-
est wisdom places absolute trust and faith in the conclu-
sions of the sages who have dedicated their lifetime to gain
access to these vidyas, pointed out Sri R. Krishnamurthy
Sastrigal in a discourse. The Sandilya Vidya is named after
the great sage Sandilya who had the revelation of the Su-
preme Being. In this vidya, he teaches how to focus the
thought on the all comprehensive Brahman. In one sense, it
teaches the essence of the entire Upanishad wisdom, for it
highlights the value of meditation as a continuous inner
mental activity to be practised by each individual until such
time when the Truth is revealed within oneself. For, only
when one thinks deeply and constantly is there a chance to
get deeper into the core of many issues. 

In this quest, the aspirant is urged to correlate the exter-
nal world of perception with one’s inner experience
through uninterrupted meditation. Without harbouring any
doubt or suspicion, if one continues to meditate with in-
tense faith in the words of the sage to whom this method of
realising Brahman has been revealed, one is sure to attain
Brahman at some point of time in future. 

FAITH

Sandilya Vidya + 12923
(set by Neyartha)

! ACROSS
1 Grave procession — an entertainment of sorts? (5,7)

8 Short-sighted to be diplomatic in obviating the fraud (7)

9 Part of the Algonquin’s tepee used to make a part of a shoe (6)

11 Cooked beets for a meat dish (5,4)

12 A shot in golf fetching an American gold coin (5)

14 Cricket team welcomed by the !rst woman includes a fashionably cute

corporate bigwig... (9)

16 ...leading youngsters eager to identify an 

undocumented Himalayan native (4)

18 Cold Democrat at the wrong place in a game of chance (4)

19 Strangles the king participating in the placement of barriers around

the rocky hill from the east (9)

21 Concentrate on leaving Connecticut with the bit player (5)

22 Monetary aspects of the new spy organisation getting suppressed in a

major test (9)

23 Bear-like !gurines damaged after the Mediterranean fruit’s removal

(6)

25 Agent in-charge enters a proposal (7)

26 Friendly Will’s seed pod breaks up (4-8)

! DOWN
2 Relief at getting approval to con!scate the Ukrainian treasure (11)

3 Break the journey to determine what The Hindu does to produce

different city editions (5,3)

4 Promotion for the alien welcomed by the monarch after Ram goes

north (9)

5 Half of Kerala’s out with a square scarf for the leader (5)

6 Suit to ask Bond’s boss to leave out the church (6)

7 Scottish supplement to the auditor’s informal expression of surprise

(3)

8 Jacob’s descendants !nd the non-performing personalities starting off

by mistake (10)

10 Doctor ruins panel depicting the nature of the southern part of India,

perhaps (10)

13 Preferred route for an air journey’s on this note inside a round label

with the company (5,6)

15 Misguided one’s involvement in a run-out interrupts guaranteed upset

(9)

17 Shuttle’s movement? (2,3,3)

20 Spreading out like some features of the Agra dialect (6)

22 Pitch from the candidates (5)

24 Piercing scream on the radio (3)

SCAN TO PLAY
There is no lockdown for your brain! 

Try solving a puzzle today! 
@ https://crossword.thehindu.com

An ambulance from Chennai
covered 3,345 km in almost
85 hours to bring the body of
a 23-year-old hotel manage-
ment graduate home in Miz-
oram’s capital Aizawl on
Tuesday.

This followed a similar
travel through six States for
72-year-old Mukul Chandra
Dhar of Tripura’s Dhalai dis-
trict who died before reach-
ing home on Monday.

“Against all odds. 3,000
plus km of hardship and
struggle won’t dampen the
spirit of resting the tragic
earthly remains of Vivian
Remsanga by his friend Ra-
phael AVL Malchhanhima
along with Jeyanthiran and
Chinnathambi, both from
Tamil Nadu. Mizoram sa-
lutes you,” Mizoram Chief
Minister Zoramthanga
tweeted on Tuesday.

“Thank you from the bot-
tom of our hearts. You have

just shown what every Mizo
heartbeat means when it
comes to the term ‘Tlawmn-
gaihna’,” the Chief Minister
said in another tweet.

Tlawmngaihna is a Mizo
code of conduct that urges
everyone to be hospitable,
kind and helpful.

Scores of people in Ai-
zawl, maintaining social dis-
tancing norms, welcomed

the two ambulance drivers –
Jeyanthiran, 41 and Chin-
nathambi, 51 – with tradi-
tional shawls, shirts and oth-
er gifts. The two, who took
turns to drive, also became
guests of Mr. Malchhanhima.

The body of Vivian, who
graduated from a Chennai-
based hotel management in-
stitute in February, was
found by the Adyar police.

P.C. Michael Lalrinkima,
general secretary of Mizo-
ram Welfare Association in
Chennai, said Vivian had
died following a heart attack
on April 23 and investiga-
tions had ruled out either
COVID-19 or any kind of as-
sault as the cause of death.

“We were able to !nd an
ambulance willing to take
the body to Mizoram amid
the lockdown. The ambu-
lance charged about "2 lakh
for the trip and Vivian’s
friend Raphael agreed to ac-
company his body,” Mr. Lal-
rinkima said. 

85-hour, 3,345-km drive
to Aizawl with a body
23-year-old who died in Chennai makes !nal trip home

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI

Raphael, left, with the two
ambulance drivers.

Syed Akbaruddin, India’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations, retires on Thursday. The diplomat discussed
a range of topics related to India at the UN, including the
country’s bid for permanent membership at the Security
Council. Edited excerpts:

India is due for election to
the temporary membership
of the UN Security Council
later this year, for the 2021-
22 period. What do you
think will be the priorities
for India to work on?

! India in many ways is a sui
generis country. It’s a coun-
try of a billion-plus, it’s a
country which is a democra-
cy, perhaps the only example
in history of a billion-plus pe-
ople working together in a
democratic framework. We
will bring to it those values
and strengths of being able
to work cohesively among
disparate entities. That’s our
USP, we try and work out
solutions.

One of the biggest issues
that will confront all multilat-
eral organisations and cer-
tainly the Security Council
will be issues which are
beyond borders. Issues of …
the global commons, wheth-
er it is in cases of public
health as we are now seeing
in the current pandemic, but
other issues, for example,
cyber [issues]. There are no
regulatory mechanisms or
no rules on that, and that’s
another.

A third one is issues of
high seas. Again, beyond
your EEZ [exclusive econom-
ic zone], there is very limited

understanding of what states
can do and what states can’t
do. Now, why should we fo-
cus on these broader themat-
ic issues? It’s because you’ll
see our experience has been:
ungoverned spaces lead to
opportunities for those who
are inimical to global gover-
nance to breed, whether it is
in states or it is beyond state
boundaries, this has been
the experience, and there-
fore, we as a country would
like to focus on these things.

Has India got closer to
permanent member status
at the Security Council in
the past four or !ve years?

! One of those aspirational
goals was, is and will remain
permanent membership to
the Security Council, be-
cause we feel by any present
day calculus, we would qual-
ify. Now, the issue of the ex-
pansion and reform of the
Security Council is not an In-
dia-centric issue. It is an is-
sue which entails a whole
host of teams, because, as I
told you, everybody acknow-
ledges that India is sui gener-
ic. A billion-plus people not
being permanently in an or-
ganisation which starts with,
‘We the peoples of the Unit-
ed Nations’. You can’t have
that dichotomy between an

organisation, which says,
“I’m ready, I work on behalf
of the peoples of the world,”
and keeps such a big country
representing more than a bil-
lion people out.

On India’s membership,
there are very few discordant
notes, but there are other is-
sues. There are people who
feel that matters relating to,
for example, the veto are im-
portant factors. There are
others who feel, ‘Should it be
that every region expands or
are there some regions that
are already represented
adequately (or not).’ There
are a multiplicity of other is-
sues which are fairly com-
plex in nature.

What is India’s position on
accepting permanent
membership in case it
doesn’t carry veto power?
And what, if anything, will
actually change China’s
position on India becoming
a permanent member?

! If you look at the voting
pattern at that stage when
the reform or the expansion
from 11 to 15 happened by in-
creasing four non-perma-
nent members, none of
those present there as per-
manent members right now
voted in favour. There were
some who opposed, there
were others who abstained.
The only representative at
that stage who voted in fa-
vour of change was the Repu-
blic of China. Now, even with
that sort of vote, in two
years, everybody accepted
the vote and rati!ed it…in di-

plomacy, there is no !nality
in these things of what peo-
ple say, people evolve, situa-
tions change, global pres-
sures will mount.

The choice will have to be,
do you want an organ which
is moribund, which is not ef-
fective, which is not legiti-
mate, which is not credible,
or do you want, in the evolv-
ing situation, a body which is
able to work — with its di#-
culties, but it’s able to work.
Therefore, we bet on opti-
mism and we bet that change
will happen and people who
may have reluctance today
will join.

On the veto…

! Of course, there are many
of us who feel that veto was
the outcome of a situation in
1945 when the world was dif-

ferent. Our view is that we do
not oppose any approach
that is non-discriminatory in
nature. You are aware that on
the issue of discrimination,
we have a very strong histor-
ical record, whether it was
going back to the NPT [Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Wea-
pons Treaty]. At that stage, it
was discriminating among
those who had nuclear wea-
pons before a certain date or
later, similarly on the issue of
veto. If there are restrictions,
these need to be applicable
to everyone. These are di#-
cult calls and those discus-
sions have not yet happened.

Would you agree that the
issue of Jammu and Kashmir
has been internationalised
after the August 5 decision
by the government, given
how many times it’s been
raised including by the
Secretary-General and the
Security Council after so
many decades [last taken up
in 1971]?

! [Mr. Akbaruddin said that
the Secretary-General issues

a list of all items that are/
were discussed formally in
the Security Council, includ-
ing those that have not been
discussed in decades but are
listed at the behest of delega-
tions. These include ‘The
Hyderabad Question’ and
‘The India-Pakistan Ques-
tion’ of 1948].

I’m not contesting that is
on the agenda because the
agenda, the way it works is
that one country can put in
anything on the agenda to
continue, even if not dis-
cussed for… in the case of Hy-
drabad now, 70 years. Being
on the agenda is not an issue
of concern to anybody. 

But it [ Jammu and Kashmir]
was discussed informally...

! Informal consultations by
de!nition are not considered
to be formal if in any nature.
Yes, any country can raise
anything on the agenda or
outside the agenda in an in-
formal setting. Like you and I
when we sit and have a cup
of tea, discuss anything un-
der the agenda. Sure. We
have not contested that this
was informally raised, but
you also are aware of those
outcomes. No country, not
even the informal outcome
was shared with anybody, so
you can see what the inclina-
tion of most members is. I
can repeat it, I’ve done it ma-
ny a time before, that there is
no interest in addressing that
issue in the Council in any
format. That’s why those
who had raised it raised it
three times, but look at the

India has achieved quite a
bit in having its position on a
global response to terrorism
acknowledged. However, we
haven’t been able to make
headway on the proposal for
a comprehensive
convention on international
terrorism, the CCIT. Which
regions and countries have
been the biggest hurdles?

! We need to look at the glo-
bal context in which we
made that submission and
what is the situation today?
We made the submission
when I was a young First Se-
cretary here in 1996. At that
stage, terrorism was not even
looked on as anything
beyond a law and order is-
sue. 

Today, we’ve come a long
way on that. There are multi-
ple elements… of what we
put in there, which are now
norms in the global dis-
course. They are now part of
many Security Council reso-
lutions, itself. The discourse
has absorbed many elements
from that. 

There still remain areas
where we need to address
them. Terrorism !nancing —
there are Security Council re-
solutions; terrorism nuclear
issues — there is a separate
convention. The norm that
nothing justi!es terrorism is
now accepted globally.
We’ve come a long way on
that, of course.

(With inputs from
Suhasini Haidar)

(For the full interview, log
on to bit.ly/Akbaruddin)

way each time they raised it,
the returns have diminished.

So is it fair to say that you
disagree that it’s been
“internationalised”?

! In a globalised world, you
can say anything is interna-
tionalised, but I don’t think
there is any fear that if so-
mething is... States are sove-
reign, they can do what they
want, but if you don’t have
resonance, it’s a loss. 

How does plurilateralism
— a concept India has
backed — work during a
pandemic? Wouldn’t
multilateralism — which
is, in many senses, under
attack right now — work
better given the
pandemic a!ects
everyone?
! I don’t see a con$ict bet-
ween the two frameworks.
There are multiple levels at
which you can address the
same issue and perhaps
that’s the way to go about it.
There is a national e%ort un-
der way. That does not de-
tract from a regional e%ort
like we’ve tried in SAARC
with our Health Ministers.
The EU is trying in some way
in the European Union coun-
tries, there are others trying
elsewhere. However, at some
stage, you will also have to
address it multilaterally,
beyond plurilaterally. A virus
knows no borders, so there
will always be a threat to us
unless we address it across
the board, and that’s the role
of multilateralism.

INTERVIEW | SYED AKBARUDDIN 

‘By any calculus, India quali!es for UNSC permanent seat’ 
It is a country of a billion-plus people working together in a democratic framework, says the outgoing Permanent Representative of India to the UN
Sriram Lakshman 

<> We will bring to the
Security Council the
strengths of being
able to work
cohesively among
disparate entities

All Central government of-
!cials, including the out-
sourced workforce, have
been directed to imme-
diately download the ‘Aar-
ogya Setu’ app on their mo-
bile phones.

The decision comes
amid concerns raised by
experts on the privacy of
the application. The o#-
cials, through an o#ce me-
mo on Wednesday, were
told by the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) to review their sta-
tus on the app before start-
ing for o#ce and commute
only when it shows their
status as ‘safe’ or ‘low risk’.

In case the app shows a
message that an o#cial has
a ‘moderate’ or ‘high risk’,
calculated on the basis of
Bluetooth proximity (re-
cent contact with an infect-
ed person), he or she
should stay away from of-
!ce and go in for self-isola-
tion for 14 days till the sta-
tus becomes ‘safe’ or ‘low
risk’, the order says.

Use Aarogya
Setu app:
Centre to sta!
special correspondent

NEW DELHI

Surveys on public attitudes
to COVID-19 conducted in
four States over the past
month have found a shift
from what were widespread
anxieties about the uncer-
tainty of the epidemic to
more pressing concerns
about livelihood issues, re-
searchers said on
Wednesday.

Two surveys were con-
ducted in Karnataka, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Punjab from March 23
to 31 and from April 1 to 13,
involving 866 and 1,237 peo-
ple, respectively.

“If the !rst survey
brought out the general an-
xieties about the uncertain-
ty brought by COVID-19,
what we found in responses
in the second survey is grow-
ing speci!c anxieties about
income, availability of funds
for daily needs and the day-
to-day impact on liveli-
hood,” said Shirley Yan, a re-

searcher at Noora Health, a
healthcare non-pro!t which
released the results. The sur-
veys were conducted by Yo-
sAid Innovation Foundation,
its non-pro!t associate
partner in India.

The idea was to study
how COVID-19 is being un-
derstood and responded to
by the community, Ms. Yan
said. One of the key !ndings
was the very high degree of
awareness about COVID-19
in all four States, with 99% of
all participants having heard
about it. 

It also found that over the
past month, risk perceptions
have also changed. Respon-
dents with low risk percep-
tions attributed it to their be-

ing vigilant and following
government recommenda-
tions and rules. On preven-
tion strategies, handwashing
was most commonly cited —
suggesting an overall in-
crease in awareness of hy-
giene, post-COVID-19 — fol-
lowed by wearing a mask
and avoiding going outside.

Some respondents men-
tioned drinking hot water,
avoiding cold food items and
avoiding meat. One com-
mon misconception, the stu-
dy said, involved meat-eat-
ing, with 55% believing they
could get infected from con-
suming chicken, eggs or
meat.

Researchers also inter-
viewed healthcare workers
in the four State who voiced
concerns about continued
availability of Personal Pro-
tective Equipment and sug-
gested hospitals should
make contractual sta%, who
are on the frontlines of the
COVID-19 !ght, permanent
employees. 

COVID-19 fears shifting to
livelihood worries, "nds study
‘Anxiety over funds for daily needs in four States’

Ananth Krishnan

CHENNAI

Awareness on using masks
was high, the study said.

A dhaba owner on a high-
way in Assam is o%ering a
vegetarian meal for "1 till
May 3 for truckers.

Debu Saha of Shankar-
nagar in Hojai district said,
“At a normal rate, a meal
comprising rice, dal and
two vegetable curries
would cost "50. Charging a
token "1 from truckers,
doctors and medical sta%,
policemen and the sta% of
the local administration is
my way of contributing to
the battle against this vi-
rus.” 

Assam’s Transport Com-
missioner Adil Khan told
The Hindu, “An entire eco-
system is linked to the
trucking business. Since
smooth transport of essen-
tial commodities through
Assam is vital for the ad-
joining States too, we were
one of the !rst in the coun-
try to identify repair shops
and 45 highway dhabas
across 33 districts where
the truckers can have food
and rest.”

A meal for #1
on Assam
highway
RAHUL KARMAKAR

GUWAHATI

Afghan is India’s natural partner, not just to balance Pakistan but also for the fulfilment of  energy-economic 
interest. 
Indian policy in Afghan can be described as the dichotomy between its aspiration for a larger role in its 
northwestern neighbourhood and the real constraints on it. 
In 2011 India became the first country Afghanistan signed a strategic partnership agreement. Until then India 
was following US demand of  India’s limited cooperation with Afghan. 
India has repeatedly stressed that its relationship with Afghan is independent of  Pakistan. 
India argues that the tripartite relationship between India, Pakistan, and Afghan are mutually independent: 
In both the 1965 and 1971 wars, Afghanistan was non-committal and did not support India. 
On the Kashmir issue, Afghanistan has not publicly supported India 
India has not entered the debate on the Durand Line. 
In 2018, in a first major offensive military platform to Kabul, India gifted a Mi 25 attack helicopter. 
The delivery marks the first time India has gifted offensive combat capability to Afghanistan, a sensitive topic 
in the past due to strong objections by Pakistan. 
Under the agreement, India will also train Afghan defence personnel on operations. 
US policy on Afghanistan 
US policy on Afghan had not been consistent. On the one hand, the US thinks that it needs the assistance of  
Pakistan to solve the issue because of  the geographic proximity of  Pakistan to Afghan. On the other hand, the 
US is also wary of  Pakistan’s double game of  supporting the US and Taliban at the same time. 
Because of  this inherent inconsistency of  US policy regarding Afghan, US has not been able to decide what 
should be the extent of  India’s role in Afghan. 
India’s reconstruction program in Afghan is inconvenient for the US for the fear of  provocation of  Pakistan. 
Under the Obama government 
Obama policy was of  regional diplomacy along with providing additional troops in Afghan. 
The aim was to draw down forces from 2011 and by 2014 Afghan will take over security. 
But Taliban increased attacks thus exposing the weakness of  Afghan capability to take over. 
Under Trump government 
Donald Trump endorsed that the Afghan war should be ended at the earliest possible time. 
But hasty withdrawal would create a vacuum as the ground situation had become more complicated with 
various terrorist outfits including ISIS and al-Qaeda gaining space in Afghan. 
Followed Obama policy of  a modest increase in troops. 
Initiated New Afghan policy. 
New Afghan strategy of  US 
Military commitment without a deadline. 
Open acknowledgement of  Pakistan’s role in providing sanctuary to Afghan-based militant groups. 
Acknowledgement of  India’s’ role in stabilizing Afghan. 
US.’s new Afghanistan-Pakistan-India policy builds India’s economic assistance into its own strategy for 
Afghanistan. 
 
Under the strategy, the US held back its aid to Pakistan until Islamabad demonstrates action against terrorist 
groups. However, China came in aid of  Pakistan by arguing that Pakistan has also been affected by terrorism.
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WORLD

Countries tried to balance
how far to ease coronavirus
lockdowns on Wednesday,
with Germany enforcing
mandatory masks in shops,
as the crushing global eco-
nomic cost of the pandemic
became clearer. Excitement
over moves towards normali-
ty is being tempered by fear
of fresh outbreaks of a dis-
ease that has already killed
2,14,000 people worldwide
and infected more than
three million.

China said its legislature
would hold its annual ses-
sion in May after being de-
layed by the coronavirus, sig-
nalling the communist
leadership’s growing con!-
dence in taming the disease
that emerged in the country
late last year.

From Wednesday in Ger-
many, masks were needed to
enter shops, which began to
open last week after the go-
vernment declared its out-
break under control. Nose
and mouth coverings are al-
ready compulsory on buses,
trains and trams.

Warning against travel
However, Germany extend-
ed a warning against travel
worldwide to mid-June,
spelling more bad news for a
global aviation industry that
has already been forced to
cut tens of thousands of jobs.

Italy, Spain and France
have been the worst a"ected
European countries, with
each reporting more than
23,000 deaths but daily tolls
appear to be on a downward
trend and they are all chart-
ing their way out of
shutdown.

Spain reported a slight in-
crease in its daily death toll
from the disease on Wednes-
day but the government is
moving towards a transition
out of lockdown by the end

of June, having already al-
lowed children out at the
weekend for the !rst time in
six weeks. The pressure to
ease lockdowns is immense
as the world economy tee-
ters on the brink of a huge
depression, with demand for
goods gutted, travel and tou-
rism hammered and big
banks reporting deep falls in
quarterly pro!ts.

With warnings mounting
of a meat shortage in the
U.S., the White House said
President Donald Trump
would sign an executive or-
der compelling meat-pack-
ing plants to stay open, des-
pite a string of coronavirus
deaths in the industry.

The United States has re-
ported its millionth corona-
virus case, and at over
58,000 the country’s CO-
VID-19 death toll is by far the
world’s highest — surpassing
the number of Americans
killed in the Vietnam war in
the 1960s and 1970s.

Chinese state media said
Wednesday that the top le-
gislature will hold its annual
meeting on May 22, after
postponing it from March.

China to hold legislative session in May
The annual event was earlier scheduled for March; COVID-19 infections in the U.S. cross one million 

Agence France-Presse

Berlin

Justice, freedom, democracy: Pro-democracy protesters observing social distancing measures
at a shopping mall during a rally in Hong Kong on Wednesday. * AFP

Nearly half of the entire
global workforce is in
immediate danger of having
their livelihoods destroyed
by the COVID-19 pandemic,
the International Labour
Organization (ILO) warned
on Wednesday.

The ILO said the risk fell
on those workers in the
informal economy, and
three-quarters of them,
some 1.6 billion people
were at risk in the second
quarter of 2020. It said an
expected further sharp
decline in working hours
meant that these workers
were in “immediate danger
of having their livelihoods
destroyed”. In its third
report on the coronavirus
crisis and the world of
work, the ILO warned of
the impact on the most
vulnerable in the labour
market, who are often in

the hardest-hit sectors. The
1.6 billion people stand in
line to su"er “massive
damage to their ability to
earn a living,” said ILO
director-general Guy Ryder.

The ILO said the global
workforce was 3.3 billion
people, of which more than
two billion worked in the
informal economy — in jobs
characterised by a lack of
basic protections, no
possibility to work from
home and no income
replacement during the
lockdown. It said that
almost 1.6 billion informal
economy workers,
accounting for 76% of
informal employment, were
signi!cantly impacted by
lockdown measures. 

The ILO said the worst-
a"ected sectors would be
accommodation and food
services, manufacturing,
wholesale and retail trade,
and real estate and business
activities.

1.6 billion at the risk of
losing jobs, warns ILO
Agence France-Presse

Geneva

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson’s !ancee,
Carrie Symonds, gave
birth to a baby boy at a
London hospital on
Wednesday, slightly earlier
than had been expected.

Ms. Symonds, 32, had
said previously that their
baby was due in the early
summer. Mr. Johnson, 55,
whose country is facing its
worst health crisis since
the 1918 in#uenza
outbreak, will take a short
period of paternity leave
later in the year.

“The Prime Minister
and Ms. Symonds are
thrilled to announce the
birth of a healthy baby
boy... earlier this
morning,” the couple’s
spokeswoman said.

“Both mother and baby
are doing very well,”
added the statement.

U.K. PM becomes
father of baby boy
Reuters

London

Iran reopened for business
despite its persistent
COVID-19 outbreak as
there was no end in sight
to the crisis, President
Hassan Rouhani said on
Wednesday, as 80 new
deaths were announced.

His remarks came as the
Health Ministry
announced that 80 new
deaths from COVID-19 had
taken the country’s overall
toll to 5,957. Ministry
spokesman Kianoush
Jahanpour said another
1,073 people tested
positive for the virus in the
past 24 hours.

No end in sight,
says Rouhani

Agence France-Presse

Tehran

A new study highlighting the
impact of China’s dams on
the Mekong river has raised
fresh questions on whether
dams being built on other
rivers that originate in Chi-
na, such as the Brahmapu-
tra, may similarly impact
countries downstream.

While China’s southwest-
ern Yunnan province had
above-average rainfall from
May to October 2019, there
was “severe lack of water in
the lower Mekong”, the stu-
dy found based on satellite
data from 1992 to 2019.

The Mekong #ows from
China to Myanmar, Laos,
Thailand, Cambodia and
Vietnam. The Mekong River
Commission, which com-
prises Cambodia, Laos,
Thailand, and Vietnam, has
said more scienti!c evidence
was needed to establish
whether dams caused a 2019
drought. 

The study released this
month said six dams built
since the commissioning of
the Nuozhadu dam in 2012
had altered natural #ow of
the river. It was published by
the Sustainable Infrastruc-
ture Partnership in Bangkok
and the Lower Mekong In-
itiative, which is a U.S. part-
nership with all the down-
stream countries besides
Myanmar. The study was
funded by the U.S.
government.

‘Groundless study’
China has maintained that
the dams it is building on the
river, known as the Lancang
there, are “run of the river”
dams that only store water
for power generation. The
Foreign Ministry said the
study was “groundless”.
Yunnan had also su"ered

from drought, while the Lan-
cang only accounted for
13.5% of the Mekong’s #ows. 

India has long expressed
concerns over dam-building
on the Brahmaptura. In
2015, China operationalised
its !rst hydropower project
at Zangmu, while three oth-
er dams at Dagu, Jiexu and
Jiacha are being developed.

Indian o$cials have said
the dams are not likely to im-
pact the quantity of the
Brahmaputra’s #ows be-
cause they are only storing
water for power generation.
Moreover, the Brahmaputra
is not entirely dependent on
upstream #ows and an esti-
mated 35% of its basin is in
India. 

India does not have a wa-
ter-sharing agreement with
China, but both sides share
hydrological data. “We have
got China to cooperate with
us for warnings on how
#oods are moving down the
Yarlung Tsangpo and into
the Brahmaputra, so that we
can warn our population liv-
ing in low-lying areas and
move them safely to higher
ground,” said Gautam Bam-
bawale, who was India’s Am-
bassador to China until De-
cember 2018.

“India will continue to
raise the issue of river waters
in the Brahmaputra with

China, as that appears to be
the only methodology to en-
sure what happened on Me-
kong does not happen on
Brahmaputra,” he said. 

Management problem 
“India, for the most part,
doesn’t have a quantity pro-
blem but a management
one,” added Ambika Vishwa-
nath, who researches water
security and is director of
the Kubernein Initiative.
“We really need to worry
more about activity in China
a"ecting quality, ecological
balance, and #ood
management.”

The Mekong study, she
added, was not conclusive
on the question of how Chi-
na’s dams had a"ected
quantity of #ows. “To state
that the basin had less water
because of activities in China
alone is misleading, mainly
because that only considers
the water #owing into the
lower basin at one station in
Thailand,” she said, adding
that the study did not con-
sider other dams and water-
use along the course of the
river. The lower basin isn’t
entirely dependent on #ows
from China, but also re-
ceives water from tributaries
in all four countries, which
the study did not account
for.

‘Structures built on Mekong river altered its natural !ow’ 
Ananth Krishnan

CHENNAI

Harnessing the !ow: The Zangmu Hydropower Station in
Gyaca county in Lhoka, Tibet. * AFP

Study on China dams brings
the Brahmaputra into focus 

A !re at a construction site
in South Korea killed at least
38 people and injured
another 10 on Wednesday,
!re authorities said.

The !re broke out when
workers were building a wa-
rehouse in the city of Iche-
on, about 80 km southeast
of Seoul, they said.

They said “rapid combus-
tion” occurred while work-
ers were working on an un-
derground level of the
warehouse, adding that they
are investigating the cause
of the blaze.

410 people mobilised
A total of 410 people includ-
ing 335 !re!ghters, were
mobilised to respond to the
accident.

South Korean President
Moon Jae-in asked related
Ministries to do their utmost

e"orts for the search and
rescue operation by mobilis-
ing all available resources,
presidential blue house spo-
kesman Kang Min-seok said.

The !re was extinguished
!ve hours after it occurred
at 1:32 pm, Yonhap News
Agency said.

Workers were building a warehouse

Reuters

Seoul

Fire!ghters at the site in
Icheon, South Korea, on
Wednesday. * REUTERS

38 killed in S. Korea
construction site "re

Satellite imagery showing re-
cent movements of luxury
boats often used by North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un
and his entourage near Won-
san provide further indica-
tions he has been at the coas-
tal resort, according to
experts who monitor the re-
clusive regime.

Speculation about Mr.
Kim’s health and location
erupted after his unprece-
dented absence from April 15
celebrations to mark the
birthday of his late grand-
father and North Korea's
founder, Kim Il-sung.

On Tuesday, North Korea-
monitoring website NK PRO
reported commercial satel-
lite imagery showed boats of-
ten used by Mr. Kim had
made movements in pat-
terns that suggested he or his
entourage may be in the
Wonsan area.

That followed a report last
week by a U.S.-based North

Korea monitoring project, 38
North, which reported satel-
lite images showed what was
believed to be Mr. Kim’s per-
sonal train was parked at a
station reserved for his use
at the villa in Wonsan.

O$cials in South Korea
and the United States say it is
plausible that Mr. Kim may
be staying there, possibly to
avoid exposure to the new
coronavirus, and have ex-
pressed scepticism of media
reports he had some kind of
serious illness. 

The last time o$cial me-
dia in North Korea reported
on Mr. Kim’s whereabouts
was when he presided over a
meeting on April 11, but
there have been near-daily
reports of him sending let-
ters and diplomatic
messages.

Seaside compound
Mr. Kim’s seaside compound
in Wonsan, on the country’s
east coast, is dotted with
guest villas and serviced by a
private beach, basketball

court, and private train sta-
tion, according to experts
and satellite imagery. An air-
strip was bulldozed last year
to build a horse riding track,
while a boathouse nearby
shelters Mr. Kim’s Princess
95 luxury yacht, valued at
around $7 million in 2013.

Wonsan is one of the larg-
er and better appointed
compounds, but it also has a
useful location that allows
Mr. Kim to easily travel to
other areas along the coast,
or return quickly to Pyon-
gyang in his private train or
along a special highway de-
signated for use only by the
Kim family or top o$cials,
U.S.-based North Korea re-
searcher Michael Madden
said. Wonsan also holds sym-
bolic power for the Kim dy-
nasty: It was there Kim Il-
sung, who helped found
North Korea at the end of Ja-
panese colonial rule in 1945,
!rst landed with Soviet
troops to take over the
country.

Movement of boats suggests that he or his entourage may be in the coastal city

Lighter moment: North Korean leader Kim Jong-un with
former NBA player Dennis Rodman in Pyongyang in 2014. * AP

Reuters

Seoul

Images show Kim’s yachts near Wonsan

ELSEWHERE

Queen calls on Ardern
over COVID-19 response
WELLINGTON

New Zealand’s Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern said on
Wednesday that she spoke to
Queen Elizabeth II after the
country emerged out a strict
lockdown that helped
contain the spread of the
coronavirus. AFP

EU opens new legal 
case against Poland
BRUSSELS

The European Union (EU)’s
executive on Wednesday
started a new legal case
against the nationalist Polish
government led by the Law
and Justice party over what it
said was the muzzling of
judges in the Europan bloc’s
largest ex-communist
country. REUTERS

A couple of baguettes tucked
under her arm, Maha Ram-
bousek !ddled with a mask
that kept sliding o" her nose.
After a local decree made
masks mandatory in public,
she quickly stitched it to-
gether but was left confused
when the policy was over-
turned two days later by the
central government.

“I don’t know who’s
wrong or who’s right,” Ms.
Rambousek said. “And I
can’t turn to anybody for
certainties.”

The measure in Sceaux, a
well-to-do suburb just south
of Paris, was one of an in-
creasing number of excep-
tional local challenges to the
government’s handling of
the coronavirus outbreak,
which has shaken con!-
dence in a cornerstone of

French society: the primal
authority of the centralised
state.

The city of Perpignan
lodged contagious patients
in a hotel after the central
government told people to
self-isolate at home. 

O$cials in the city of Mar-
seille carried out widespread
testing of both the sick and
healthy even as the govern-

ment ordered that only the
seriously ill be tested. 

France has su"ered the
world’s fourth-biggest death
toll — now at 23,660 o$cial
deaths, behind the U.S., Italy
and Spain — a consequence,
critics say, of the central go-
vernment’s failure to antici-
pate the onslaught of the
contagion. 

That failure and a critical

shortage of masks and test-
ing kits led to the virus’s ra-
pid early spread, prompting
France to impose one of the
world’s strictest nationwide
lockdowns, now in its se-
venth week.

Gradual reopening 
Prime Minister Édouard Phi-
lippe announced a tentative
plan Monday to gradually re-
open the country starting
May 11. And he promised
that masks and testing would
be made su$ciently
available.

But it was not clear that
those steps would halt what
polls show is declining con!-
dence in the government’s
handling of the pandemic.

“Trust in the state has
been eroding for some time,
since the state is no longer
able to respond to the need
for security,” said Phillipe
Laurent, the Mayor of

Sceaux and the secretary-
general of the Association of
Mayors of France.

About a dozen complaints
have been lodged by indivi-
duals and medical organisa-
tions with the French Court
of Justice, a special court
that hears accusations of go-
vernment mismanagement.
Several o$cials have been
accused of willfully failing to
take appropriate measures
to combat the virus, endan-
gering people’s lives.

The government’s failure
to stem the initial outbreak
undermined the important
social contract between the
state and the people, said
Pierre Vermeren, a histor-
ian. 

“We have some of the
highest taxes and biggest pu-
blic spending in the world,
and the French people ac-
cept that because, implicitly,
their protection was guaran-

teed by the state," said Ver-
meren, who teaches at the
University Paris 1
Panthéon-Sorbonne.

Critics blame France’s
poor showing, at least in
part, on the excessive cen-
tralisation of the French
state, embodied by a presi-
dent, Emmanuel Macron,
who has spoken of his belief
in the “top-down” exercise
of power and has employed
martial language in describ-
ing the !ght against the
virus.

Like many leaders, Ma-
cron initially derived a boost
from the crisis, but that has
begun to fade. Nearly 60% of
respondents described him
as a “bad president” in one
recent poll, while another
poll showed con!dence in
the government’s manage-
ment of the crisis declining
steadily to 39% from 55% in
the past month. NY TIMES

Epidemic shakes France’s faith in a cornerstone: strong govt. 
Local authorities are defying Paris; complaints have been lodged at the Court of Justice against regime’s handling of crisis 

Strict vigil on: Local police carrying out a check on people
without masks in Sceaux, south of Paris, on April 8. * AFP

Norimitsu Onishi 
Constant Méheut

SCEAUX, France

Myanmar’s military must
be investigated for possible
“war crimes and crimes
against humanity” as a
con#ict with rebels in the
country’s northwest ramps
up, a UN rights expert said
on Wednesday. The mili-
tary is locked in a civil war
against the Arakan Army,
an insurgent group !ghting
for more autonomy for eth-
nic Rakhine Buddhists.

Scores have been killed,
hundreds wounded and
some 1,50,000 people
have #ed their homes since
the !ghting erupted in Ja-
nuary last year. “...[T]he
Myanmar military conti-
nues to escalate its assault
in Rakhine State, targeting
the civilian population,”
the UN o$cial Yanghee Lee
said on Wednesday.

‘Myanmar
army guilty of
rights abuse’
Agence France-Presse

Yangon

China said on Wednesday
that two Canadians held for
more than 500 days in a
case that has roiled diplo-
matic relations were in
“good health”, after authori-
ties suspended consular vi-
sits over the pandemic.

Businessman Michael
Spavor and former diplomat
Michael Kovrig have been in
detention since December
2018, an apparent retalia-
tion for the arrest of Huawei
executive Meng Wanzhou in
Vancouver on a U.S. war-
rant. The United States
wants Ms. Meng extradited
to face trial on charges relat-
ed to the Chinese telecom
equipment maker’s alleged
violations of U.S. sanctions
against Iran.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau said last
Thursday — on the 500th
day of their detention — that

consular visits to the men
had been blocked due to a
lockdown of prisons.

Asked for updates on the
detained pair, Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesman
Geng Shuang said on Wed-
nesday: “I understand these
two people are in good
health and the Chinese will
always protect their legal
rights and interests.” Mr.
Geng added that both men
have received visits from the
Canadian Embassy on multi-
ple occasions, but such vi-
sits have been put on hold
due to the pandemic.

Mr. Trudeau has noted
that they “are in a facility in
a region that is not particu-
larly a"ected by COVID-19.”
He said that Canada’s Fo-
reign Minister has also prot-
ested to his Chinese coun-
terpart over the continued
detention of the pair, who
are accused of gathering
Chinese state secrets.

Detained Canadians are
in good health: China
‘Beijing will protect their legal rights’
Agence France-Presse

Beijing

After the US released this new Afghanistan strategy, Defense Minister Nirmala Sitharaman visited the US. 
India put forward its Afghan strategy: 
 
There will be no Indian boots-on-ground in Afghan. 
India will provide economic assistance and capacity building. 
India will sign MoU with Afghan to train its police force. 
India will assist Afghan in its own way and not the way desired by the US, that is boots-on-ground. 
Countered the argument of  Pakistan Prime Minister that India has zero political and zero military role in 
Afghan. 
However, President Donald Trump now appears reconciled to Pakistan’s centrality to the endgame in the 
region. He unilaterally announced his plan of  pulling US troops out of  Afghan. A “framework” deal 
between the US and Afghan Taliban signed at Doha. Washington’s hasty timetable of  18 months to 
disentangle itself  from the Afghan quagmire has narrowed the US’s options. Due to this India is trapped 
in a strategic blind-spot in Afghanistan. 
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BUSINESS

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287.65. . . . . . . 14.70

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1767.50. . . . . . -56.90

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 439.10. . . . . . -16.35

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2499.15. . . . . . . 35.45

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4998.65. . . . . 136.85

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2296.45. . . . . . . 68.35

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 496.00. . . . . . . 10.35

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360.75. . . . . . . . . 1.65

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3156.80. . . . . . -37.15

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596.25. . . . . . . . -2.35

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139.85. . . . . . . . . 4.45

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3880.70. . . . . . -69.05

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 14315.75. . . . . . -11.10

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89.10. . . . . . . . . 4.55

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 501.95. . . . . . . . . 4.50

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 491.75. . . . . . . 20.65

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1836.75. . . . . 120.95

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 977.10. . . . . . . 45.70

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1970.25. . . . . . . 27.15

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116.30. . . . . . . . . 7.55

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2231.75. . . . . . -58.20

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 370.45. . . . . . . 10.60

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 471.10. . . . . . . . . 3.05

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 163.00. . . . . . . . . 3.60

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 676.55. . . . . . . 15.85

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 80.50. . . . . . . . . 0.85

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182.15. . . . . . . . . 2.70

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164.10. . . . . . . . . 4.70

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1327.85. . . . . . . . . 1.20

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 875.35. . . . . . . 18.20

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348.00. . . . . . . 12.05

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 5068.45. . . . . . . 15.75

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 17489.70. . . . . . -79.95

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90.20. . . . . . . . -0.15

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.50. . . . . . . . . 1.30

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 158.05. . . . . . . . . 0.85

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1426.95. . . . . . . . -1.20

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190.10. . . . . . . . . 5.80

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 19171.45. . . . . 305.55

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477.65. . . . . . . . . 3.70

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78.15. . . . . . . . . 1.20

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282.65. . . . . . . . . 9.10

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1905.65. . . . . . . 46.60

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 528.70. . . . . . . . . 8.30

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 925.40. . . . . . . . -7.45

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3434.35. . . . . . . 40.35

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360.60. . . . . . . . . 0.10

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79.15. . . . . . . . . 2.30

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180.65. . . . . . . . . 0.95

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 159.40. . . . . . . . . 6.95

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 29

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.49. . . . . . . 75.81

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.91. . . . . . . 82.25

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 93.68. . . . . . . 94.08

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 70.90. . . . . . . 71.21

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.67. . . . . . . 10.72

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 77.48. . . . . . . 77.81

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 53.35. . . . . . . 53.58

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 54.10. . . . . . . 54.35

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.36. . . . . . . 17.46

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 49.15. . . . . . . 49.36

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

29-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 32,720 ddddddddddddddd1.89 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 75.66 ddddddddddddddd0.68

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 23.31 dddddddddddd14.94

Commercial banks have bor-
rowed !2,000 crore from the
liquidity window that was of-
fered by the Reserve Bank of
India for mutual funds
(MFs), so far, latest data re-
leased by the central bank
showed.

On Monday, the RBI had
announced a special window
of !50,000 crore for mutual
funds in view of the redemp-
tion pressure that the fund
houses are facing.

Exclusive for MFs
Funds availed under this fa-
cility will be used by banks
exclusively for meeting the
liquidity requirements of
MFs, RBI had said. The
scheme was made available
from April 27, 2020 till May
11, 2020 or up to utilisation

of the allocated amount,
whichever is earlier.

“There are two issues cur-
rently — liquidity and crisis
of con"dence. The move to
provide liquidity is fabulous
but one needs to address the
root cause as well,” Aashish
Somaiya, managing director

and chief executive o#cer,
Motilal Oswal Asset
Management.

“Banks are risk averse and
so will be selective on taking
the papers on their books.
There is stress that will lead
to redemptions and hence a
signal needs to be given out

[by regulators, government]
that no mutual fund or for
that matter no NBFC is going
down,” Mr. Somaiya added.

The window was opened
by RBI after Franklin Tem-
pleton Mutual Fund decided
to wind up six debt funds
that have combined assets
under management of near-
ly !26,000 crore, on account
of illiquid, low-rated instru-
ments in their portfolio, last
week. 

The fund house had said
that it decided to wind up
the schemes to preserve the
value at least at the current
levels, as it was getting erod-
ed due to a combination of
redemption pressures and
mark-to-market losses.
These stemmed from the
lack of liquidity on account
of the COVID-19 impact on
the markets.

Banks borrow !2,000 crore
from RBI for mutual funds 
Window of !50,000 cr. open till May 11; ‘crisis of con"dence a#ecting sentiment’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

A signal needs to be given out that no MF or NBFC is going
down, says Motilal Oswal’s Aashish Somaiya. * PAUL NORONHA

The rupee gained 52 paise
against the dollar to end the
day at a four-week high level
of 75.66 on the back of
strong domestic equities
and weakening dollar.

The rupee opened strong
at 75.94 compared with the
previous close of 76.18. It
touched the day’s high of
75.60, before closing at
75.66, up 52 paise from
Tuesday’s close. 

This is the third straight
session of gain for the dom-
estic currency, which has
appreciated around 1%
against the dollar this week. 

“Rupee extended gains
during late Asian trades on
Wednesday beyond 76 on
likely overseas in$ows into
local stocks amid Facebook-
Jio deal related $ows, Fed
policy due tonight and ECB
on Thursday,” said Jateen
Trivedi, senior research

analyst (commodity & cur-
rency), LKP Securities. 

“Investors are cautious
before major policy an-
nouncements. Not much is
expected from the Fed with
regard to change in policy
but the statement will be of
utmost importance.”

The dollar fell ahead of
the Federal Reserve’s policy
announcement later on
Wednesday and the Euro-
pean Central Bank’s meet-
ing on Thursday. The dollar
index was trading 0.28%
down at 99.58. 

Rupee rises on strong
equities, weak dollar
Sees third straight session of gain 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Equity benchmarks rose for
the third straight session on
Wednesday as "nancial and
technology stocks wit-
nessed huge buying inter-
est, pushing the indices up
nearly 2%.

The 30-share Sensex
gained 605.64 points, or
1.89%, to close at 32,720.16.
The index has gained nearly
1,400 points in the last three
trading sessions. 

The gains on Wednesday
were led by the HDFC twins
— HDFC and HDFC Bank —
followed by stocks like HCL
Technologies, State Bank of
India, ICICI Bank, Bajaj Fi-

nance, Infosys and TCS. The
broader Nifty ended the day
at 9,553.35, gaining 172.45
points, or 1.84%. The India
VIX index dipped a little ov-
er 4% on Wednesday. 

Falling virus cases
“Falling rates of new CO-
VID-19 cases, combined cen-
tral bank and government
actions and partial opening
up of economy across the
world has lifted the senti-
ments globally,” said Sidd-
hartha Khemka, Head - Re-
tail Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services. Overseas
investors were net buyers at
!722 crore on Wednesday,
as per provisional numbers. 

Sensex up 2% as "nancial,
technology stocks rise
HDFC, HDFC Bank lead the surge
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

The U.S. economy shrank at
a 4.8% annual rate last quar-
ter as the COVID-19 pandem-
ic shut down much of the
country and began trigger-
ing a recession that will end
the longest expansion on
record.

The Commerce Depart-
ment said the gross domes-
tic product (GDP), the total
output of goods and servic-
es, posted a quarterly drop
for the "rst time in six years. 

And, it was the sharpest
fall since the economy
shrank at an 8.4% annual

rate in the fourth quarter of
2008 in the depths of the
Great Recession.

Forecasters said the drop
in the January-March quar-
ter will be only a precursor
of a far grimmer GDP report
to come for the April-June
period, with business shut-
downs and layo%s striking
with devastating force.

The Congressional Budget
O#ce has estimated that
GDP will plunge this quarter
at a 40% annual rate.

That would be, by a
breathtaking margin, the
bleakest quarter since such
records were "rst compiled

in 1947. It would be four
times the size of the worst
quarterly contraction set in
1958. In just a few weeks, bu-
sinesses across the country
have shut down and laid o%
tens of millions of workers. 

As the economy slides in-
to what looks like a severe
recession, some economists
are holding out hope that a
recovery will arrive quickly
and robustly once the health
crisis has been solved. In-
creasingly, though, analysts
say they think the economy
will struggle to regain its mo-
mentum even after the viral
outbreak has subsided.

U.S. economy shrinks 4.8% in
Q1, fall sharpest since 2009
GDP estimated to plunge at 40% annual rate in April-June

Press Trust of India

Washington

Amazon on Wednesday an-
nounced ‘Amazon Pay La-
ter’, a new credit service in
India that will allow shop-
pers on its platform to get
instant credit to buy pro-
ducts as well as pay bills.

“Customers can also use
this credit to complete
their bill payments on
Amazon.in,” the company
said. Amazon Pay Later o%-
ers the option to repay in
the subsequent month at
no additional fees, or in
EMIs up to 12 months at no-
minal interest rates.

“Amazon Pay Later is a
unique service that will
help customers expand
their access to credit and
experience most conve-
nient option of making
payments. It empowers
them to manage their
monthly spends better,”
Mahendra Nerurkar, CEO,
Amazon Pay India.

Amazon o"ers
credit service
to shoppers
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Micro"nance industry asso-
ciation Sa-dhan has written
to the Reserve Bank as well
as to SEBI, requesting that
ratings agencies such as Cri-
sil and Care Ratings be di-
rected to push back their as-
sessment of microlenders by
three months due to the im-
pact on operations following
the COVID-19 outbreak.

Ratings agencies usually
revise ratings of microlen-
ders after 12 months. These
ratings are important as they
determine the creditworthi-
ness of MFIs, helping banks
in their decision-making
process on lending to
microlenders.

“Though the government
has allowed MFIs to function
in a limited manner, the

ground-level situation is not
conducive for regular func-
tioning. MFIs are unable to
complete the annual closing
of accounts related work
and take up the audit. This is
an unprecedented situation
for the entire economy and
also the micro"nance sec-
tor,” P. Satish, executive di-
rector of Sa-Dhan, said in the
letters to the two agencies.

He added that some rat-
ings agencies were seeking
to give fresh ratings to MFIs
based on incomplete and in-
su#cient information, and
an absence of "eld assess-

ment. He reasoned that any
fresh rating would, there-
fore, be erroneous and
incorrect.

“It is necessary that rating
agencies should wait for the
situation to normalise in the
country and normal eco-
nomic activities to resume
before giving a fresh rating
to MFIs.”

‘15-month rating period’
“The most appropriate
course of action at this junc-
ture would be to extend the
existing rating period from
12 to 15 months, so that fresh
assessment can be done and
renewed rating can be as-
signed after the normal op-
erations resume in the mi-
cro"nance sector,” the
letters to the regulators dat-
ed April 28, stated.

‘Urge ratings agencies to push
back assessment of MFIs’
‘Situation not conducive for regular functioning of lenders’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI <> Agencies must wait
for normal
economic activity to
resume before
giving a fresh rating

Hexaware Technologies, a
Mumbai-based IT and busi-
ness process management
company, reported a 26%
growth in net pro"t to !175
crore for the "rst quarter.
However, the company has
suspended the guidance
provided earlier for FY20.

The pro"t was reported
on a 22% growth in reve-
nue to !1,541.8 crore dur-
ing this period. 

“As digital transforma-
tion becomes imperative in
the current environment, I
am con"dent that our stra-
tegic focus and robust exe-
cution capabilities will
drive our growth going for-
ward,” said Atul Nishar,
chairman, Hexaware Tech-
nologies Limited. Operat-
ing margin contracted 180
basis points sequentially to
11.6% during the quarter.

Hexaware
Technologies
Q1 net up 26% 
Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

With a huge inventory of un-
sold units in cities, the real
estate sector could get the li-
quidity it needs by tying up
with governments and pu-
blic sector undertakings
(PSUs) that require housing
for their employees, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari said. 

The real estate sector
could work with the Centre,
State governments and PSUs
to completely or partially
sell their unsold units for use
by their employees, he said.

He was participating in an
online seminar of the Na-
tional Real Estate Develop-
ment Council (NAREDCO)
on Wednesday.

Pressed by NAREDCO
members for a relief package

for the sector, he said the go-
vernment was working on
an overall package.

Mr. Gadkari, who holds
the portfolios of Road Tran-
sport and Highways and Mi-
cro, Small and Medium En-
terprises, said though he
was not the Minister con-

cerned for the housing sec-
tor, he had some suggestions
to help the sector. 

Earlier, NAREDCO presi-
dent Niranjan Hiranandani
raised the concern of low de-
mand in the past one year
and a half, saying that “ma-
ny real estate companies are
facing a liquidity crisis.”

Fighting !nancial crisis
Mr. Gadkari said, “We will
win the "ght against CO-
VID-19. After that, we will
have to "ght the "nancial cri-
sis. Even before COVID-19,
the condition of the sector
[real estate] was not good.” 

He also suggested increas-
ing the tenure of housing
loans, while citing the exam-
ple of road infrastructure
projects.

Ally with PSUs, governments
to sell housing units: Gadkari
‘Developers can target sta# housing needs, gain liquidity’

staff reporter

NEW DELHI 

Nitin Gadkari

Sundaram Home Finance
has revised the interest
rates on deposits with ef-
fect from May 1.

Interest rates on fresh
deposits and renewals for
senior citizens stand re-
vised at 7% from 7.5% per
annum for deposits of 12
and 18 months’ tenures
and to 7.25% (7.75%) a year
for deposits with 24, 36, 48
and 60 month tenures.

The interest rate for in-
dividuals has been revised
to 6.75% (7%) a year for 12 /
18 months and to 7%
(7.25%) for 24, 36, 48 and
60 month tenures.

For trusts, the interest
rate stands revised at 6.75%
(7%) for 12/18 months, 7%
(7.25%) for 24 months and
7.25% (7.75%) for 36, 48 and
60 months deposits.

Sundaram
Home cuts
deposit rates 
Special Correspondent

Chennai 

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday directed the Income
Tax department to refund
!733 crore for the assess-
ment year 2014-15 to tele-
com major Vodafone Idea.

A Bench led by Justice
U.U. Lalit ordered the de-
partment to pay the amount
to Vodafone within four
weeks subject to any pro-
ceedings that the depart-
ment may deem appro-
priate to initiate in
accordance with law.

The Bench also directed
the I-T Department to con-
clude as early as possible
the proceedings relating to

the demand for refund by
the telecom "rm and the
scrutiny of income by the I-T
Department with respect to
assessment years (AYs)
2016-17 and 2017-18.

Earlier years 
Vodafone Idea, formerly
known as Vodafone Mobile
Services Ltd., had sought
!4,759.07 crore in tax re-
fund for AYs 2014-15, 2015-
16, 2016-17 and 2017-18. 

The "rm had earlier un-
successfully moved the Del-
hi High Court seeking a di-
rection to the department to
process and grant refunds
for the AYs 2014-15 to 2017-
18, along with interest.

SC orders tax refund of
!733 cr. to Vodafone Idea 
Dept. must process past demands, too
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Regional Powers 
China 
China’s role in Afghanistan is gradually evolving towards more engagement in various areas. China has evolved 
into a notable though not yet major player in Afghanistan in the areas of  investment, economic and 
humanitarian assistance. 
This increasing engagement reflects both China’s concerns about the deterioration of  security in Afghanistan 
and its interest in benefiting from a reconstructed Afghanistan. 
Afghan’s geographic location at the crossroads of  Central and South Asia, between India in the South and 
Russia in the North, is of  great strategic value to China. In addition, Afghanistan’s vast natural resources are 
also an attraction. 
China’s interest in ensuring stability in Afghan reflects its growing worries about an eruption of  insecurity that 
could endanger its security of  its border province Xinjiang, its investments in the Central Asian region and also 
its OBOR initiative. 
Beijing is concerned about possible links between its Muslim minorities in Xinjiang and the Taliban, as well as 
other Islamist groups in Afghanistan. 
Beijing remains reluctant to consider a security role in Afghanistan but has made major diplomatic efforts to 
promote the Afghan peace process. 
China is holding talks in Islamabad since early 2016 along with Afghanistan, the US, and Pakistan (the 
Quadrilateral Coordination Group). China is also holding peace talks between the Afghan government and the 
Taliban. 
China’s role as a mediator and confidence-builder may be crucial, as its pressure has kept Pakistan peacefully 
engaged. 
What Afghanistan needs is long-term and sustainable support – and China would be in a position to provide it, 
be it in the frame of  its OBOR scheme or other initiatives. 
There may also be several areas of  common interest for China to explore with other countries that are present 
in Afghanistan already. 
This could include joint infrastructure projects and training and professionalization for Afghans. 
India and China have agreed for joint projects in Afghan in the Wuhan summit in 2018. 
 
Iran 
Like India, Russia, China, and the U.S., Iran would want to see a steady hand at the helm in Afghanistan. 
Iranian Revolution 1979 can be seen as a precursor to Afghan turmoil. Iranian Revolution led to two 
developments in the region: 
Iran came out of  US influence. The US thus intervened in Afghan to counter USSR influence in the region. This 
lead to USSR intervention in Afghan in 1979. 
Iranian Revolution consolidated Shia sect in Iran. This threatened Saudi and UAE lead by Sunni sects. This, in 
turn, led them to finance Wahabism-Salafism and thus Taliban. 
Since Saudi was promoting Wahhabi Islam through the Taliban, Iran supported the overthrow of  the Taliban in 
2001. 
After deterioration of  US-Iran ties, Iran began to support the Taliban in its borders to ward off  US presence 
from their borders. 
Amidst the crippling sanctions on its economy, Iran can benefit from a stable trading partner in its 
neighbourhood. In 2017 it supplanted Pakistan as Afghanistan’s largest trading partner. 
Russia 
Russia has increased its involvement in Afghanistan. 
Russia established ties with the Taliban in 2007 to discuss the issue of  drug trafficking through the central 
Asian region. 
Moreover mutual fear of  IS has brought the Taliban and Russians closer. 
After the Syrian crisis, Russia is trying to flex its muscle in this region to boost its global power status. 
Peace conferences and processes 
There are many peace conferences and processes to solve the crisis. Bonn Agreement 2001 was the first 
international pact on Afghanistan for peace and reconciliation. Let us look at some of  the important among 
them, their consequences and India’s role or stand in them. 
 
There are two major international peace efforts that are currently underway – the American push for peace led 
by Zalmay Khalilzad (Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation, Khalilzad) and the Moscow-led 
consultations. 
 
Zalmay Khalilzad has held talks with different stakeholders – Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the Taliban 
with the intention to deliver a deal in six months. Appointment of  Khalizad indicates the US urge to get out of  
Afghan at the earliest possible time. 
 
Moscow consultations are called ‘Moscow-format consultations on Afghanistan’. Moscow consultation is one of  
the few peace processes which have managed to get the Taliban and Afghanistan at the same table of  talks 
notwithstanding its inconclusiveness. 
 
Heart of  Asia Conference, Kabul process etc. are some of  the other peace conferences. 
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SPORT/ LIFE

It was this same cruel
month of April back in

2002. Irrfan Khan, despite
more than a decade of strug-
gle, and the popular Tony
and Deeya Singh serial Bane-
gi Apni Baat behind him, had
only just begun to make an
impression on the Hindi ci-
nema audience. But London-
based director Asif Kapadia,
who had directed him in his
award-winning debut feature
The Warrior in 2001, told me
that Irrfan was “the Indian
Benicio del Toro, Sean Penn,
Gary Oldman or Vincent Gal-
lo… He can do anything he
wants...I look forward to see-
ing him !y.” He said this for a
piece I was doing back then
for Outlook magazine.

As that !ight got cruelly
grounded on Wednesday, for
one of India’s "nest actors
and truly international ta-
lent, I look back with wonder
at how prophetic Mr. Kapa-
dia had been back then. In
the more than 15 years that
followed, one has witnessed
some of the most trailblazing
performances from Irrfan.

Alternate hero
Irrfan’s appeal lay in precise-
ly what he could not be: a
textbook Hindi "lm idol. He
was an alternate hero. One
wondered if Bollywood
would be able to accommo-
date the Jaipur boy’s unusual
persona. It did. He was an ac-
tor "rst who later went on to
acquire the charm of a main-
stream star without losing
his rootedness. An actor who
could transcend nationalities
and appeal to a global au-
dience. An actor who could
do anything, become
anyone. Most importantly,
Irrfan was always there for
young "lmmakers despite
being courted by internation-
al giants like Ang Lee, Mi-
chael Winterbottom and
Danny Boyle.

It wasn’t easy to arrive at

this point in life. His debut it-
self was jinxed: a cameo in
Mira Nair’s Salaam Bombay
(1988) got chopped at the ed-
iting table. He struggled hard
but the battle didn’t leave
him weary or bitter. “The re-
cognition is making me feel
pampered. It is as if all these
years of acting were worth
it,” he told me in one of the
interviews.

He would look back at his
time in the National School
of Drama in Delhi as one that
provided him an atmosphere
to “think and be involved in
the craft of acting in a con-
centrated manner”. He ap-
preciated the TV years that
got him to practise in front of
the camera and got him
work.

National Award

The "lms that got him ac-
claim were Tigmanshu Dhu-
lia’s Haasil (2003), Vishal
Bhardwaj’s Maqbool (2004)
and Ms. Nair’s The Namesake
(2007). In Haasil, a love story
set against the backdrop of
small-town college politics,
he played a student leader
who betrays the young hero
but walks away with the au-
dience’s heart. 

In Maqbool, he was smoul-
dering as the Indian Macbeth
nursing forbidden love and
longing for his boss’s moll.
And he was just as unforget-
table as the gentle, introvert-
ed Bengali professor Ashoke,
trying to strike roots and
make a life in an alien land in
The Namesake. 

In Paan Singh Tomar
(2012), he played the epony-
mous character of a steeple-
chase champion-turned-da-
coit with forcefulness,
daring, simplicity as well as
humour. It won him the Na-
tional Award for Best Actor.
He was bestowed with a Pad-
ma Shri in 2011.

With Irrfan less was al-
ways more. He could enter
and live a character, depict-

ing the many nuances with
just a few words and expres-
sions. Irrfan let his eyes talk
all the way as the eccentric
widower Saajan in Ritesh Ba-
tra’s The Lunchbox (2013). 

He was terse and spot-on
as the cop Ashwin Kumar,
leading the double murder
probe even as his own mar-
riage is on the verge of a col-

lapse in Talvar (2015). In The
Warrior (2001), the challenge
for Irrfan was to depict the
journey of a brutal warrior to
redemption, with minimal
tools at hand.

Understated, deadpan
Understatement extended to
his comic and romantic roles
as well, as seen in his fabu-
lous chemistry with Konkona
Sen Sharma as a mismatched
couple in Anurag Basu’s Life
In A Metro (2007). 

He was perfect with his
timing, both comic and ro-
mantic as the straight-faced
cab owner Rana with whom
the father-daughter duo, Am-

itabh Bachchan and Deepika
Padukone, travel all the way
to Kolkata from Delhi in
Shoojit Sarcar’s Piku (2015). 

I haven’t seen another ac-
tor use the deadpan to such a
great e#ect.

Personal touch
Every interview with him
was marked with his perso-
nal touch. Questions were
posed even as mine were an-
swered: “Why do you post so
many food pictures on Face-
book?” “How is The Hindu
doing in Mumbai?” “What is
the state of the nation like?”
“Where is India heading?”

He and his wife Sutapa Sik-
dar — who gamely let us call
him the thinking woman’s
sex symbol after his light ro-
mantic turn in Piku — de"ned
the secular, liberal bedrock
that India has always stood
upon and will hopefully con-
tinue to do so in the future. 

I remember Irrfan writing
a piece for me once about
fringe groups trying to curb
freedom of expression. The
exchange we had on it lies
saved in my email inbox. I
pulled out one para from it
which still resonates. He
wrote: “It’s really sad to see
that after so many years of ci-
vilisation, of evolution, reli-
gion is not helping us coex-
ist. The basic philosophy of
every religion is pure but it’s
getting abducted and mis-
used by those who control
the masses. My point is, why
give so much importance to
an individual’s religion at
all?”

Last time
The last time I met the cou-
ple was for an interview to-
gether before the release of
his "lm Qarib Qarib Singlle
(2017). It had been a busy day
for him giving pre-release in-
terviews, wol"ng down a late

lunch and deciding on his
wardrobe for a promotional
trip to Delhi. There was the
usual banter but he also
looked pale. Who was to
know then that the neuroen-
docrine tumour would be de-
tected just a few months la-
ter, in March 2018, and it
would be our last meeting.

In a curious way, I have as-
sociated my own journey in
"lm journalism with that of
Irrfan’s in cinema. He has
provided me some of the
most treasured memories.
He was the one who made
me go all the way to Madh Is-
land for an interview to mark
his golden 50s.

My "rst top league inter-
national "lm festival was the
Toronto International Film
Festival in 2013 in his good
company. Irrfan was the
toast of India there with The
Lunchbox and his new "lm
Qissa, that didn’t just pre-
miere there but also went on
to bag the Netpac award. He
was the one to have gener-
ously got me my most cher-
ished interview ever — with
the rebellious Iranian actor
Golshifteh Farahani — with
whom he was shooting in Jai-
salmer for Anup Singh’s The
Song of Scorpions.

The !nal stretch
The last "lm I saw and re-
viewed before the lockdown
was his — Homi Adjania’s An-
grezi Medium. On Friday,
March 13, at PVR Juhu. He
can’t not be in my thoughts
when I walk into a multiplex
next to view a "lm. 

In the midst of the help-
less feeling engul"ng the
world at large, the unfairness
of his death will be di$cult to
reconcile with. After all, this
was just the "rst act of his
long journey into cinema.
Who will script the next two
acts now?

Irrfan Khan: an actor who could do anything, become anyone
He bridged the gap between Indian and world cinema with his grace and nuanced performances
Namrata Joshi

A character shines: A scene from The Lunchbox. 

While he managed to
get admission into

National School of Drama
(NSD), Irrfan took a while
to shed his shy, introverted
personality. His NSD
friends remember him as
someone who did not
mingle much with others.
There was a quieter but
focused side to him. It is
also possible that since he
was from a small town, he
was perhaps a bit
uncomfortable in the
presence of others who
came from big cities.

The NSD men’s hostel
was located on Vakil Lane.
‘Hostel mein bilkul bekaar
sa kamra tha uska, chhota
sa, kone mein,” his friend
Tigmanshu Dhulia says.
Tishu, as his friends and
now Hindi "lm industry
colleagues call him, was
two years junior to Irrfan
(class of 1989). Most "rst-
year NSD students
apparently had to share
rooms, with a couple of
them staying in each room.
But Irrfan had managed to
get one of the two single
rooms.

Actor Vipin Sharma,
also an NSD graduate (class
of 1983), has the same
reaction when he
remembers Irrfan’s room.
“It was in the corner, and
we had to pass by his room
to go to the bathroom.
There was a window. I
have that image of Irrfan,
sitting inside the room or
by the window, smoking
beedi.” Vipin believes that
Irrfan deliberately chose
that room. “From the
beginning he seemed
aloof, but maybe he
needed his space,” he says.
“In retrospect, I now think
that is the reason why he
chose that room. Perhaps
he wanted to stay in his
own world.”

Irrfan’s class had a total
of 18 students, most with
scholarships, and all
coming from di#erent
parts of India. Two close
friends Irrfan would go on
to make were both from
big cities — Mita Vashisht
from Chandigarh and
Sutapa Sikdar from Delhi.

The students would
spend long, intense hours
with each other — holding
addas at the teashop at
Mandi House, eating
parathas at 2 a.m., arguing,
competing, rehearsing
plays and collaborating.

Speaking about Irrfan,

Mita remembers not
noticing him in the
beginning. “He was a lanky
guy with a curly mop of
hair, really skinny, with
bags under his eyes. But he
had an incredible grin. It
was a very shy grin and
completely wicked. And he
had this voice. I am
someone who likes
textured voices. It wasn’t a
deep voice; it was a twangy
voice like a banjo.”

Mita recalls an anecdote
from when they were still
in the "rst year. One
morning, Mita and Irrfan
came to blows in class. She
cannot recall what they
fought over, but this much
she remembers: “He said
something and I said
something. Next thing I
knew, we were hitting each

other and the class had to
draw us apart.”

Another person I spoke
to about Irrfan Khan was
his NSD teacher Ram
Gopal Bajaj — a#ectionately
called Bajjo Bhai — who
was also a graduate of NSD
(class of 1965). “Irrfan
sabse sehma hua tha,” Bajjo
Bhai recalls. “I see a
connection between him
being lean, with bulging
eyes, angry and yet sehma
hua ke kuch kar nahi sakta.
My feeling is that Irrfan
didn’t have a friend in
class, except for Sutapa.
He was basically a loner
and that is why I noticed
him.” And then he adds,
“There was some kind of
inner gentleness in that
boy, which perhaps carries
on.”

However, Irrfan did
stand out in one way. He
thought hanging out,
drinking chai at addas,
having late night
conversations and
arguments with classmates
was a waste of time. Since
Sutapa was from Delhi, she
had been exposed to
theatre and the arts. She
could see the hunger in
Irrfan to learn fast, the
desperate desire to catch
up with the rest of his
peers, and soak up as
much as possible so he
could be at par with them.

Tishu agrees. “I have
seen Irrfan’s growth over
the years,” he says. “He
had come from Jaipur,
where he didn’t have a lot
of exposure to philosophy
and ideas. But by

watching, observing,
reading and discovering
world cinema, he grew
rather fast. I have many
friends, but in Irrfan, that
development is
remarkable.”

“He would always be
reading books; there was
always the latest script of a
play in his hand,” Sutapa
added. “I don’t remember
any other classmate who
would carry so many
scripts and books in their
hand.”

Tishu and Irrfan "rst
connected over their
common interest in "lms.
Tishu was seriously
interested in directing
"lms and wanted to use
the NSD training as a
stepping-stone to the Hindi
"lm industry. And Irrfan
wanted to act in "lms.
They would spend a lot of
time watching and talking
about Hollywood "lms
starring actors like Robert
De Niro and Al Pacino, and
the works of Martin
Scorsese. Together they
would discuss other
international "lmmakers,
such as Rainer Werner
Fassbinder.

One thing Irrfan’s NSD
classmates remember is
his obsession with
Naseeruddin Shah. In the
1980s, the young students
at NSD had a few role
models — actors with
independent spirits who
were pioneers in the new
wave or parallel cinema
movement, and Naseer
was de"nitely one of them,
along with Shabana Azmi,
Smita Patil and Om Puri.

“We would all tease him
about it,” Mita Vashisht
says. “It was like, ‘Arre
yaar Irrfan, Naseer ko
chhod do (‘Please, Irrfan,
forget about Naseer’).’ But
it was how he wanted to
approach a role, the way
he wanted perform. We
often saw Naseer in his
performances.” Irrfan was
honest enough to confess
to Naseeruddin Shah how
much the senior actor had
inspired him. “I am glad he
didn’t try to become
another Naseeruddin
Shah, and discovered his
own identity,” Naseer says. 

(This is an excerpt used
with permission from the
book Irrfan Khan: The
Man, The Dreamer, The
Star by Aseem Chhabra,
printed by Rupa
Publications.)

A loner with a great appetite for
learning at NSD 

BOOK EXTRACT

In !ne company: Irrfan with Omar Sy, director Ron Howard and Tom Hanks pose on the eve of
the premiere of the movie Inferno at Florence. * FILE PHOTO: AFP
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Olympics ‘di"cult’ if
virus not contained: Abe 
TOKYO

Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe said on
Wednesday it would be
“difficult” to hold the
postponed Tokyo Olympics if
the coronavirus is not
contained. Abe told
parliament: “We must hold
the Olympics as a testament
to humanity's victory over
the coronavirus. If we’re not
in such situation, it’s difficult
(to hold) the Games,” he said.
AFP

IN BRIEF

MotoGP races cancelled 
PARIS

The MotoGP races in
Germany, the Netherlands
and Finland in June and July
have been cancelled, the
International Motorcycling
Federation (FIM) and
promoter Dorna Sports
announced on Wednesday.
“The coronavirus outbreak
has obligated the cancellation
of all three events,” they said
in a joint statement. AFP

ICC bans Deepak from all
cricket for two years
DUBAI

The ICC on Wednesday
banned Deepak Agarwal, an
Indian businessman who
owned a franchise in the 2018
T10 League held in the UAE,
after he admitted to
obstructing an ongoing
anti-corruption investigation.
Six months of this two-year
ban is a suspended sentence
due to the cooperation he has
offered since admitting his
violation. Agarwal owned T10
team Sindhis for a while. PTI

Thomas, Uber Cup Finals
put off again
NEW DELHI

The Thomas and Uber Cup
Finals were, on Wednesday,
pushed back for the second
time due to the COVID-19
pandemic as the Badminton
World Federation (BWF)
decided to hold the global
team championships from
October 3 to 11 in Aarhus,
Denmark. IANS

England tour unlikely,
says Warner 
MELBOURNE

David Warner believes
Australia’ limited-over tour of
England and Scotland looks
highly unlikely in the ongoing
circumstances due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Australia
is scheduled to face Scotland
in a T20I on June 29 before
playing three T20Is and as
many ODIs against England
from July 3. “At the moment
it’s highly unlikely we’re
going to go over there given
what’s happened in England,”
the opener told
cricket.com.au. IANS

Even as the sports fraternity
is still coming to terms with
the deferment of the Tokyo
Olympics by a year owing to
the COVID-19 pandemic,
Sharath Kamal, the torch-
bearer of India’s table tennis
movement, has taken it in
his stride and planning
ahead. Sharath is now exud-
ing con"dence that he will
be able to stretch his career
till the 2022 Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham.

“After Rio 2016, I had de-
cided to take a call in two
years. After the Common-
wealth Games (in 2018), I
thought I was in good shape
to keep going till the 2020
Olympics. Now that Tokyo
has been postponed at least
till July-August 2021 and
there’s just nine months’ gap
between Tokyo and Birming-
ham, I am looking forward
to Birmingham,” said Sha-
rath during a live chat with
Sportstar on Instagram.

Fruitful two years
Less than three months shy
of turning 38, Sharath is in
no mood to hang up his
boots. In fact, he has been at
his best in the last two years,
having recorded various
"rsts. After registering his

"rst career victory over a
top-10 ranked player ( Ja-
pan’s Koki Niwa) in 2018,
Sharath reached his career-
best World ranking of 30 in
January 2019.

He then broke Kamlesh
Mehta’s long-standing re-
cord of eight National Cham-
pionship titles in Cuttack. He
followed it up with his "rst
ITTF tour title in over a de-
cade by winning the Oman
Open last month. With that,
he overtook fellow paddler
from Chennai G. Sathiyan to
retain the honour of being
India’s highest-ranked
player in the World, at No.
31.

Sharath explained the se-
cret of his longevity and

peaking with age. “With
sports science having
evolved and experts like
Ramji Srinivasan (strength
and conditioning coach) be-
ing around, I am in a much
better shape to look after my
body, he said.

Pick and play
“Besides, I have been careful
in picking and choosing my
tournaments ever since I re-
turned to India from Germa-
ny (where he was based for
almost a decade) in 2016. All
of this has helped me spend
much more time at home,
have a calmer mind and ac-
tually live up to the adage of
age being nothing but a
number.”

India's top-ranked men’s paddler is keen on a 2022 !nish, 
at the Birmingham Commonwealth Games

Amol Karhadkar

MUMBAI

Still in the game: A. Sharath Kamal, seen with his children, is
in no hurry to hang up his boots. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Ageless Sharath looks beyond Tokyo

Mangus Carlsen overcame
a horri"c start to beat Ian
Nepomniachtchi 3-2 and
became the "rst player to
qualify for the $250,000
Magnus Carlsen Invitation-
al online chess semi"nals
on Tuesday.

Carlsen took over six mi-
nutes on Move 7 in the "rst
game, committed a blun-
der, immediately lost a
knight and eventually re-
signed on the 28th move.
His victory in the third
game helped him force the
match-deciding Armaged-
don game, which he won
with white. 

Alireza Firouzja beat An-
ish Giri 2.5-1.5.
Sixth-round results: Magnus
Carlsen (Nor) bt Ian Nepom-
niachtchi (Rus) 3-2; Alireza Fi-
rouzja (FIDE) bt Anish Giri
(Ned) 2.5-1.5.

Carlsen makes
semi!nals
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Catch former India
captain and AFC

Hall of Fame winner
Bhaichung Bhutia in a
live chat on Sportstar’s
Instagram handle
(@sportstarweb) on
April 30 (Thursday) at 6
p.m. IST.

Bhutia live! 

The Union Sports Minister
Kiren Rijiju lauded sport-
spersons for their contribu-
tions to the COVID-19 relief
measures during a video-
conference with table tennis
coaches of the Sports Auth-
ority of India on
Wednesday.

“They have made huge
contributions. Not just "-
nancially, but also creating
awareness among the youth
about COVID-19 and putting
up videos on "tness. All this
shows how active sportsper-
sons are. Hopefully, we
don’t have to wait long for
sporting action [to get
back],” said Rijiju.

He said that Indian pad-
dlers will de"nitely win a
medal at the Olympics and
the World Championships,
one day. “If we can win a
medal [two bronze] in the
Asian Games (2018) there is
no reason why we cannot
win a medal in bigger
events,” he said.

Exhorting corporates to
support TT, Rijiju said, post
COVID-19, he will do his best
to ensure that the next edi-
tion of Ultimate Table Ten-
nis League has more
support.

“We’ll have a UTT that is
grand, with more support
and in fully-packed stadi-
ums,” the Sports Minister
said, while extending total
support to the sport like
providing coaches, inten-
sive training and more
facilities.

Clear target
“We have a clear target that
might be called ambitious.
We want India to be in the
top 10 in the [overall] me-
dals tally. We will do it. We
have huge potential. Our
paddlers will also contri-
bute to some medals,” he
said with reference to the
2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

Rijiju assures more
support for UTT

Kiren Rijiju. * FILE PHOTO: PTI

Says Indian paddlers will do well
at the Olympics
K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI 

India’s stand in the Peace Conferences 
In peace conferences, India’s stand is that it should be Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-
controlled and with the participation of  the government of  Afghanistan. India is also wary of  talks 
with the Taliban and the distinction of  ‘good Taliban-bad Taliban’. 
Recent events 
Much to India’s chagrin, U.S. and Russia have accepted the idea that peace in Afghanistan is not 
possible without major concessions to the Taliban. Taliban has become the centre stage in all the 
peace conferences. 
This is evident in the talks facilitated by Russia in Moscow in February 2019, with mainstream Afghan 
politicians sitting around the table with Taliban leaders and recent U.S.-Taliban talks in Qatar. 
The U.S. and Russia have, in their respective peace processes, agreed to sidestep the Ashraf  Ghani 
regime in Kabul, and accepted the Taliban’s condition that it will not negotiate with the elected Afghan 
government at this stage. 
And both the Russian and U.S. processes are dependent on cooperation from Pakistan, which retains 
its influence over the Taliban leadership. 
Current talks with the Taliban are not Afghan-led, owned or controlled, and the Taliban has not 
abjured violence, or sworn allegiance to the Afghan constitution before joining talks. 
For India, which has built on its centuries-old ties with Afghanistan with $3 billion in development 
assistance over the last 10 years, the spectre of  a Pakistan proxy in power in Kabul is now looming 
large. 
Holding no trump cards in this game, India is now engaging with China and Iran, and with a range of  
Afghan actors including former President Hamid Karzai, who is said to be playing a key role in the 
US-Taliban process. 
India aims to secure its own strategic and economic interests in Afghanistan while backing the 
position taken by the government in Kabul on the talks. 
According to foreign policy experts, India may have to think of  reaching out to the Taliban in near-
future, at least sections of  it that are independent minded. 
Trade and Connectivity between India-Afghan 
India wants to improve transport connectivity and economic collaboration with countries in Central 
and South Asia through Afghan. 
There is a land route through Waga Atari route. But Pakistan doesn’t allow India-Afghan trade through 
this route. 
India and Iran inked a transit agreement on transporting goods to landlocked Afghanistan. 
Indian investment in Chabahar port in southeastern Iran will serve as a hub for the transportation of  
transit goods. 
India builds Deleram- Zaranj highway in Afghan. 
India-Afghan established two air corridors to facilitate bilateral trade. 
India helped Afghans in the reconstruction of  Salma Dam in the Herat province. 
India has also constructed a new Parliament complex for the Afghan government. 
There is an India Afghan joint working group on trade, commerce, investment. 
India ratified UN TIR (Transports Internationaux Routiers or international road transport) 
Convention in 2017. 
TIR facilitates trade and international road transport by permitting customs sealed vehicles and 
containers to transmit nations without inspected at borders. 
Afghan Pakistan are contracting parties of  TIR 
TIR may boost trade between India-Afghan through Pakistan. 
Under Afghan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement, Afghan can use Pakistan territory for transit trade 
and vice versa. 
But Pakistan did not allow the agreement to be used by India for transit. 
Afghan is in favour of  India joining the agreement, but Pakistan rejected this proposition. 
Conclusion 
Donald Trump is the third US President who is trying to end the Afghan war. However many experts 
opine that the announcement of  drawdown before getting anything concrete from the Taliban is a 
strategic blunder for the US. It will lead to instability in Afghan that will not only affect India’s interest 
but also regional stability. 
 
The current US move has been a diplomatic victory for Pakistan. The US will require Pakistan’s 
support to implement the interim deal as only Pakistan has influence over the Taliban. 
 
Fully aware of  the deadline, the Taliban are trying to secure maximum concessions from Zalmay 
Khalilzad without offering anything meaningful in return. 
 
With the US withdrawing from Afghanistan, India must find ways to maintain its presence. Despite 
being an important stakeholder in Afghanistan, India finds itself  increasingly marginalized in 
negotiations involving the key regional players. New Delhi is concerned about the vital role that all the 
powers are giving to Pakistan. Iran and Russia, two of  India’s closest allies during the Northern 
Alliance’s battle against the Taliban regime in the 1990s, seem out of  sync with New Delhi’s 
interests.India’s developmental approach has earned it immense goodwill among the Afghan people. 
However, the “soft power” strategy has limitations. The recent mocking of  Donald Trump of  New 
Delhi’s role in war-torn Afghanistan is a manifestation of  this limitation. However, there is a domestic 
consensus in India that boots-on-ground is not an option. Thus India is in the dilemma between 
continued soft-power or to aggressively push its hard power. 
 
Trump’s recent strategy of  engaging with the Taliban without the consideration of  India has cast a 
shadow over the US’s role as a strategic ally of  India in the region.


