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‘People not following
distancing norms’
CHENNAI 

Members of the public 
have not been realising the
virulence of the COVID-19
pandemic and have not 
been following physical
distancing norms, Chief
Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami said at a
meeting with 12 coordination
teams here on Tuesday. 
TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2 
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NEARBY

Bodies not to be handed
over till lab results come
CHENNAI

Government and private
hospitals will not hand over
bodies of persons who die of
Severe Acute Respiratory
Illness (SARI), COVID-19 or
suspected COVID-19, till the
outcome of laboratory tests.
A standard safety protocol
for burial/cremation of such
bodies would be followed,
sources in the Health
Department said on Tuesday. 
TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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Koyambedu market
retail outlets to stay shut
CHENNAI

The wholesale vegetable
market alone will function in
the Koyambedu market
complex from Wednesday.
The decision was taken at a
meeting between o!cials
and representatives of
traders on Tuesday. 
CHENNAI " PAGE 3
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India has reported 1,594 new
cases and 51 new deaths re-
lated to COVID-19 in the last
24 hours, taking the total
number of cases to 29,974.
This includes 22,010 active
cases, 7027 discharged and
migration and 937 deaths.

The country currently is
registering a recovery rate of
23.3%, the Health Ministry
said on Tuesday. 

Rising doubling rate
“For the last 14 days, our
doubling rate is 8.7, while for
the last 7 days, it is 10.2 days.
In the last three days, it is
10.9 days roughly,” Union
Health Minister Harsh Vard-
han said at an interaction
with directors/ heads of De-
partment of Bio-Technology,

through video-conferencing.
He added that no fresh case
had been reported in 80 dis-
tricts in last 7 days and 17 dis-
tricts had no case in 28 days.
“In 47 districts, no case has
been reported in the last 14
days, while 39 districts have
not reported a case since the
last 21 days,” he said.

Data from the State Health
Departments put the nation-
wide death toll at 973 and the
total number of cases at
30,415, with 22,088 active
ones. Maharahstra conti-
nued to report the maximum

number with over 8,500 ac-
tive cases. 

Gujarat reported 226 new
positive cases, with Ahmeda-
bad alone accounting for 164
in the last 24 hours, taking
the total number of the af-
fected people in the State to
3,774, a Health Department
o!cial said. 

Ahmedabad reported its
highest single-day fatalities
with 19 deaths, taking the ov-
erall death toll in the State to
181. 

The Health Minister has
said that India will be able to

produce RT-PCR and antibo-
dy test kits by May-end.

Production soon
“All processes are in an ad-
vanced stage and production
will start after getting appro-
val from ICMR. It will help us
in meeting our target of 1
lakh tests per day by May 31.
We have issued directions to
expedite the development of
anti-body detection kits,
real-time PCR-based detec-
tion kits and vaccines for CO-
VID-19 under ‘Make in In-
dia’,” Mr. Vardhan said.

Stating that India is tack-
ling COVID-19 through a
graded, pro-active and pre-
emptive response strategy,
he noted that the Ministry
had issued guidelines on
home isolation for very mild/
pre-symptomatic patients.
“Patients who have a requi-
site facility at their residence
for self-isolation will have the
option of home isolation.
These guidelines are in addi-
tion to guidelines on appro-
priate management of sus-
pect/con"rmed case of
COVID-19 issued by the Mi-

nistry earlier,” he added.
It has also written to the

States about reports of priv-
ate hospitals hesitating to
provide critical care to regu-
lar patients needing dialysis,
blood transfusion, chemoth-
erapy and institutional deliv-
eries on account of the fear
of contracting COVID; many
are also keeping their pre-
mises closed. 

51 more deaths as cases near 30,000
Patient count rises by 1,594 in 24 hours; Health Minister promises India-made RT-PCR testing kits

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI
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Plasma therapy is not an ap-
proved treatment for CO-
VID-19 and is only one of the
several therapies being ex-
plored currently, the Union
Health Ministry said on
Tuesday. The therapy is still
at an experimental stage
and the Indian Council for
Medical Research (ICMR) is
currently studying its e!ca-
cy, it added.

“ICMR has not given any
clearance for its use as a pre-
scribed treatment and the
misuse can have fatal out-
come for the patients,” the
Ministry said.

The Health Ministry state-
ment comes days after the
Drug Controller General of
India gave its go-ahead to a
proposal by the ICMR for
the clinical trial of convales-
cent plasma therapy in CO-
VID-19 patients as per the
protocol developed by the
Council.

Evidence not enough 
At the daily press brie"ng,
Health Ministry Joint Secre-
tary Lav Agarwal said cur-
rently there are no ap-
proved therapies for
COVID-19 and there is not
enough evidence to claim
that plasma therapy can be
used for treatment of the
disease. The ICMR has
launched a national-level
study to look into the e!ca-

cy of plasma therapy in
treatment of COVID-19.

“Till the ICMR concludes
its study and a robust scien-
ti"c proof is available, plas-
ma therapy should be used
only for research or trial
purpose. If plasma therapy
is not used in proper man-
ner under proper guide-
lines, then it can also cause
life threatening complica-
tions,” he cautioned.

Last week, Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan had
asked the Indian Red Cross
Society (IRCS) to contact re-
covered COVID-19 patients
to come forward for blood
donation, from which con-
valescent plasma could be
collected and used.

“As mentioned by ICMR,
the convalescent plasma
will be really helpful in
treating severe and serious
COVID-19 patients,” Mr.
Vardhan had said.

Treatment not proven: Health o!cial 
Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

The ICMR has not given
clearance, says the Centre.

* GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Ministry does U-turn 
on plasma therapy 
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Taking precautions: A man wearing a mask grazing goats near Deverapalli in Visakhapatnam district of Andhra Pradesh on
Tuesday. People in remote villages too have started taking precautions in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. * K.R. DEEPAK 
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Geared up

The Government of India
has taken a $1.5 billion loan
from the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) to fund
its immediate response to
COVID-19, both in terms of
the health and socio-eco-
nomic impacts. The bank is
also in talks with the go-
vernment to fund further
stimulus measures, includ-
ing support for Micro,
Small & Medium Enterpris-
es and for extending health
services through public-
private partnerships.

The money, translating
to more than #11,000
crore, will be spent to im-
plement the containment
plan and rapidly ramp up
the test-track-treatment ca-
pacity. 

$1.5 billion ADB
loan to fund
COVID response 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

Two priests were found
dead in a temple in a Bu-
landshahr village in the ear-
ly hours of Tuesday, the pol-
ice said. The murders sent
shockwaves in the region as
it reminded locals of the
Palghar incident in Maha-
rashtra, where two priests
were allegedly killed by a
mob. Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
asked the police for a report
by the evening. 

Within two hours, the
police arrested a person in a
neighbouring village and
charged him with the mur-
der. Santosh Kumar Singh,
Senior Superintendent of
Police, Bulandshahr, said
the chowkidar of village Pa-
gona found the bodies of
Sher Singh, 35, and Jagdish-
das, 55, on the Shiv temple
premises around 5 a.m.

“The villagers said Murari, a
drug addict who belongs to
a Scheduled Caste, had sto-
len the priests’ chimta
[tongs] on Sunday and the
priests had berated him. He
was nabbed in an inebriated
state in his underwear. An
FIR has been "led against
him under Section 302 of
the IPC,” he said. 

2 priests found dead on
U.P. temple premises 
Police nab a suspect within two hours

Special Correspondent

GHAZIABAD

The suspect allegedly
involved in the murders 
in Bulandshahr. * PTI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

The Supreme Court has gi-
ven the Centre two weeks to
explain a Ministry of Home
A$airs (MHA) order, issued
on March 29, directing em-
ployers to pay full wages to
their workers during the
lockdown.

A three-judge Bench, led
by Justice N.V. Ramana, on
Monday, allowed Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the government,
to "le his response to a
batch of petitions "led by
several companies challeng-
ing the constitutional validi-
ty of the March 29 order,
which mandates that indus-
try, shops and commercial
establishments, without ex-
ception, pay their workers
without any deduction in
the name of COVID-19. The
petitions said a blanket di-
rection to private establish-

ments to pay full salaries
against no work was arbi-
trary and violative of Article
14 (right to equality) of the
Constitution.

‘No obligation’
“It is implicit in the funda-
mental right of an employer
to trade or business that
there is an obligation to pay
when work is actually done
and there is no obligation if
no work is done. An em-
ployer and employee have
reciprocal promises where-
by the right of an employee
to demand salary is recipro-
cal to performance of work
by such employee. The em-
ployer has a right to not pay
if no work is done,” the peti-
tion "led by private "rms
such as Nagreeka Exports
Limited and Ficus Pax Priv-
ate Ltd. said.

Explain MHA order on
full wages, SC tells govt. 
Bench asks Centre to reply in 2 weeks
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

Crowds, or even the pros-
pect of one, may be anathe-
ma everywhere, but the go-
vernment has begun
planning for the Maha
Kumbh Mela in Haridwar,
Uttarakhand, in January
2021. The gathering has a
long history and draws large
crowds from the world over,
who come to take a ritualis-
tic dip in the Ganga.

An April 16 meeting, or-
ganised by the National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga
(NMCG), the Water Ministry
body overseeing the clean
up of the river, discussed
funds needed by the Uttarak-
hand government for provid-
ing community toilets and
urinals for the attendees.

The Maha Kumbh Mela is
organised once in 12 years,
and the last time the event
was held in 2010, about 10
million reportedly congre-
gated in the city. 

For organising the event,
the State sought #85 crore
from the NMCG for creating
16,075 community toilets
(made of "bre and portable)
and 20,000 community uri-
nals. However the Executive
Committee of the NMCG de-
ferred a decision on the
grounds that several other
components of the proposal
— making provisions for
dustbins and solid waste
management — were not yet

included and a decision on
the project would be taken at
the next meeting, according
to a record of the minutes of
the meeting. Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra, Director-General,
NMCG, did not respond to a
request for comment.

Routine meeting
The meeting was convened
via video-conference and
had o!cials from the NMCG,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Ut-

tarakhand and is held every
month to decide on funding
for projects to clean the Gan-
ga as well as its tributaries.

A participant at the meet-
ing told The Hindu that there
was no discussion with Utta-
rakhand on whether it
would be safe to organise the
Kumbh Mela, given that the
world is yet to recover from
the COVID-19 pandemic and
the global case count conti-
nues to increase. 

“There was no discussion
on whether the organisation
of the Kumbh would be im-
pacted by COVID-19. But
there’s a lot of time left and
the situation could change. If
there’s still as much of a risk
as there is now, I’m sure
measures will be taken,” the
person said. 

However, preparing logis-
tics in advance was par for
the course, given the size of
the event. 

A similar Kumbh was or-
ganised in Prayagraj in 2019.

Govt. starts planning for Haridwar Kumbh Mela 
Mission for Clean Ganga discusses funds needed for community toilets, urinals 

Mega gathering: Maha Kumbh Mela is organised once in 12
years, and 10 million had congregated in Haridwar in 2010. 

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

Chennai witnessed another
surge in COVID-19 cases on
Tuesday, accounting for 85%
of the 121 persons who tested
postive across the State. 

Among the new patients
are two infants — a "ve-day-
old baby in Chengalpattu
and a seven-month-old child
in Chennai.

With 103 fresh cases,
Chennai’s tally of COVID-19
cases soared to 673. In fact,
the State’s overall tally
crossed the 2,000-mark on
Tuesday. Tamil Nadu report-
ed its "rst COVID-19 case on
March 7. The total number of
cases crossed the 1,000-
mark on April 12. The count
has doubled in 16 days,
reaching 2,058*. There are
902 active cases — persons
undergoing treatment in
hospitals.

A 68-year-old man from

Chennai, who was admitted
to a private hospital, died
due to COVID-19, taking the
death toll due to the infec-
tion to 25, according to the
bulletin issued by the Direc-
torate of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine.

Only "ve districts report-
ed fresh cases. Apart from
Chennai, Chengalpattu ac-
counted for 12 persons.

There were three cases in
Kallakurichi, two in Namak-
kal and one in
Kancheepuram.

“There are plans to de-
ploy more teams in the con-
tainment zones in Chennai.
The number of cases in oth-
er districts are negligible,
and the cases have started to
decline in many districts. In
fact, there are a number of
districts that have not re-
ported new cases in the last
seven days. Chennai is the
main worry as of now,” an
o!cial said.

Those who tested positive
included two one-year-old
children, a two-year-old girl,
two eight-year-old children
and a nine-year-old boy.
With this, a total of 121 chil-
dren aged below 12 have test-
ed positive for COVID-19 in
the State. 

121 new cases, 103 in Chennai
Tamil Nadu’s COVID-19 tally touches 2,058, with 25 deaths

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2

The four-day “complete
lockdown” in Chennai,
Coimbatore and Madurai,
scheduled to end late on
Wednesday evening, would
not be extended, according
to a G.O. issued on Tuesday.

No extension of
‘total lockdown’ 
Dennis S. Jesudasan

CHENNAI
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About ADB: 
 
It is a regional development bank 
established on 19 December 1966. 
headquartered — Manila, Philippines. 
official United Nations Observer. 
The bank admits the members of  the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East 
or ECAFE) and non-regional developed countries. 
 
  
 
Voting rights: 
 
It is modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system where 
votes are distributed in proportion with members’ capital subscriptions. 
 
  
 
Roles and functions: 
 
ADB defines itself  as a social development organization that is dedicated to reducing poverty 
in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth, environmentally sustainable 
growth, and regional integration. 
This is carried out through investments – in the form of  loans, grants and information 
sharing – in infrastructure, health care services, financial and public administration systems, 
helping nations prepare for the impact of  climate change or better manage their natural 
resources, as well as other areas. 
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TAMIL NADU

DMK president M.K. Stalin
on Wednesday urged Chief
Minister Edappadi K. Pala-
niswami to withdraw the go-
vernment orders freezing
the dearness allowance and
suspending the encashment
of earned leave, saying such
measures will severely a!ect
the "nancial position of go-
vernment employees.

“The government’s deci-
sion is condemnable. In-
stead of targeting its em-
ployees, the government
should bring pressure to
bear on the Centre to secure
Tamil Nadu’s share of GST,
the funds allocated to it by
the Finance Commission
and relief for "ghting the CO-
VID-19 pandemic,” he said in
a statement.

He pointed out that go-
vernment employees had
contributed a day’s salary to
the Chief Minister’s Public
Relief Fund and were in-
volved in the battle against
the pandemic. “Police,

health workers, medical
professionals and em-
ployees of the departments
of Revenue, Municipal Ad-
ministration and Food and
cooperative societies have
dedicated themselves to re-
lief e!orts. The government
has not realised that its deci-
sion will demoralise them,”
he said. Mr. Stalin said the
AIADMK government was
following the BJP-led Centre
in “taking away” the bene"ts
of government employees.
“Mr. Palaniswami had boast-
ed that his government was
adept at "nancial manage-

ment. But the measures it
has taken have proved that
the State’s "nances are in a
mess,” he said. 

Mr. Stalin also urged the
State government to take
steps to facilitate the return
of Tamils residing in other
countries. The DMK leader,
who had an interaction with
Tamils residing in the Gulf
countries via video-confe-
rence, said they were keen
to return, but were being
held back by the lack of
#ight and visa services.

Kamal criticises move 
MNM founder Kamal Haasan
tweeted, “Prime Minister
Modi said that private com-
panies should not take any
decision that a!ects their
employees. But, the Central
and State government have
cut the DA and earned
leave.” AMMK leader T.T.V.
Dhinakaran wondered how
it would be proper to ‘target’
government employees in-
stead of controlling "unne-
cessary expenditure". 

Stalin demands withdrawal 
of decision to freeze DA 
‘State govt. should pressure the Centre to clear dues to T.N.’

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

M.K. Stalin

Unlike in the case of
humans, the COVID-19
lockdown seems to have had
a positive impact on animals
and birds. Limited human
interference and reduced
pollution levels in the
district have helped them
reclaim their space in the
ecosystem to a certain
extent, say
environmentalists.

Many bird species which
migrate from other parts of
the country – known as
partial migratory birds –
have now extended their
stay at the Therthangal and
Melaselvanoor-
Keelaselvanoor bird
sanctuaries, says
Ramanathapuram Forest
Range O$cer S. Sathish. 

“Usually, species like
open bill stork, spot-billed
pelican, painted stork, grey

heron, spoonbill and ibis
depart from here by March.
However, this year, they
have extended their stay,
thanks to the lockdown,” he
says.

“A good northeast
monsoon and comfortable
storage in waterbodies
across the district had led to
an increase in the nesting of
birds in these two
sanctuaries during the last
season,” he says. “Forest

department o$cials
released "ngerlings into
waterbodies last year. The
tanks and feeder channels
were desilted to ensure that
there was good water
storage,” he adds.

“Reduced human
movement has resulted in
less disturbance to the birds,
prompting them to stay here
longer,” says N. Raveendran,
a Madurai-based
birdwatcher. “Also, human-

induced pollution has come
down during this
[lockdown] period,” he
adds.

In the absence of grand
marriages and other
functions, noise pollution is
minimal. This has also
bene"ted the birds, says M.
Manivannan, a birdwatcher
from Karaikudi.

A.S. Marimuthu, Wildlife
Warden, Ramanathapuram,
says the lockdown period

has helped in reducing
injuries to marine animals.
“Usually, animals like
dugongs, dolphins and sea
turtles sustain injuries after
getting hit by the propellers
of boats. The lockdown has
helped in avoiding such
accidents,” he adds.

According to Mr. Sathish,
spotted deer and peacocks
were seen in good numbers
in Thondi and Thiruvadanai
recently.
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Pandemic-induced lockdown gives migratory birds and animals a reason to cheer

P.A. Narayani 

RAMANATHAPURAM

With reduced human interference and pollution, birds are staying in sanctuaries a bit longer; injuries to marine animals have come down

Good times: A !ock of birds at the Therthangal sanctuary in
Ramanathapuram district. * L. BALACHANDAR 

The sudden near doubling
of the number of cases in
Tamil Nadu was unsettling
for residents, who seemed
to be resigned to a #attish
path the epidemic seemed
to be taking. Of the 121 cas-
es, 103 were from Chennai,
so far the city with the high-
est number of cases in the
State, but also with the
highest number of tests.

While some promoted
the idea of the epidemic en-
tering the “doubling” (liter-
ally what it means — double
the number) phase in Tamil
Nadu, the patchy results are
a negation of that theory,
health o$cials counter. The
number of districts that
have thrown up positive
cases has come down. The
dense, congested pockets of
the city, are the ones consis-
tently showing positive cas-
es, the o$cial added.

The simple reason must
be the high number of tests
being done in Chennai, epi-
demiologists feel. Tamil Na-
du has edged up to the se-
cond slot in terms of tests
conducted in the country,

o$cials claim. 
“I would insist that the

good part is that we are test-
ing extensively in Chennai,
a hotspot area. The num-
bers will go up, but let that
not bother us too much,”
says P. Kuganantham, form-
er Corporation Health
O$cer.

Recovery rate 
The State’s recovery per-
centage, at nearly 55%, is
among the best in the coun-
try, and well above the na-
tional average, and fatality
is at about 1%. The health of-
"cial claims, “On an average
at any given point of time,
we have 8 people who are
symptomatic and maybe
two people who need oxy-
gen.” The bulk of the people
are still asymptomatic or
have very mild symptoms,
o$cials add.

While the focus on test-
ing won’t lose steam, the
State will examine options,
such as home quarantine
for mild symptoms as ad-
vised by the ICMR, and also
look after vulnerable popu-
lations, in terms of preven-
tion, testing, and treatment.

What’s behind the 
high numbers?
Ramya Kannan

Chennai

Government and private
hospitals will not hand over
the bodies of persons who
died due to Severe Acute
Respiratory Illness (SARI),
including COVID-19 and sus-
pected COVID-19 cases, till
the results of laboratory
tests are known. A standard
safety protocol for burial/
cremation of such bodies
will be followed, irrespec-
tive of the test results, sourc-
es in the Health Department
said on Tuesday. 

The decision follows the
recommendations made by
the State Level Technical
Committee for conducting
an audit of COVID-19 deaths.
It was decided that all
deaths linked to SARI/CO-
VID-19/suspected COVID-19
cases should be reported to
the Director of Public
Health & Preventive Medi-
cine, the Director of Medical
& Rural Health Services and
the Director of Medical Edu-

cation within an hour.
A case-sheet exclusively

for COVID-19 cases, formu-
lated by an expert commit-
tee, will be used by doctors
to ‘legibly’ enter all details
that may be useful for the
death audit by institutional
and State-level committees.
The hospital superinten-
dent and senior doctors,
drawn from various speciali-
ties, will be part of the hos-
pital committee that will au-
dit the death — analyse the
treatment protocol and as-
sess the cause of death —
and send its report to the
State-level committee on the
same day, sources said. 

“The "ndings of the
death audit report should
be recorded and acted
upon. A copy of the pa-
tient’s case-sheet after hos-
pital audit should be sent to
the State- and district-level
audit committees and also
to the State Death Control
Desk at the Directorate of
Public Health for future re-
ference,” a senior health of-
"cial said, adding that the
recommendations of the
committee had been accept-
ed for implementation.

No handover of bodies 
till lab results are out 
Standard safety
protocol for
burial/cremation
S. Vijay Kumar 

CHENNAI

The number of COVID-19
tests done per million popu-
lation (tpm) varied widely
among districts, with Chen-
nai leading the pack with
3,096 tpm, and Tiruvallur
coming in last with just 142
tpm.

According to data re-
leased by the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation, the State
capital was conducting a
signi"cantly higher number
of tests than all other dis-
tricts, with Theni coming in
a distant second with 1,176
tpm.

Only 9 districts were test-
ing at a rate higher than the
State average of 694, while
28 districts were testing at a
lower rate, indicating a sig-
ni"cant variation in testing
"gures among districts. Of
the 37 districts in all, only
six were testing at a rate of
over 1,000 tpm. Fifteen of
the remaining 31 districts
were performing less than
500 tpm.

A comparison of the rate
of testing with the number
of cases showed a skewed
correlation between the
two in several districts.

While certain districts with
a fairly high number of cas-
es were testing at a lower
rate, the converse was also
observed in a small number
of districts, which had few-
er cases and were testing at
a relatively higher rate. Ti-
ruvallur had the poorest
testing rate, despite having
reported 52 cases as of Fri-
day. Other districts that
were in the bottom 15 in
terms of testing rate were
Tenkasi, Ranipet, Chengal-
pattu, Nagapattinam and
Erode, despite all of them
"nding a place among the
top 20 in terms of the num-
ber of cases. On the other
end of the spectrum was Pe-
rambalur, which had just
"ve positive cases as of Fri-
day, but was performing
1,101 tpm — the "fth-highest
in the State. Similar trends
were witnessed in Tirupat-
tur and Dharmapuri. 

An o$cial in the Health
and Family Welfare depart-
ment said Tamil Nadu’s test-
ing rate was de"nitely bet-
ter when compared to
many other States. “For ev-
ery person testing positive,
we trace and test 35 con-
tacts on an average,” he
said. 

Chennai is all set to ex-
pand testing in contain-
ment zones. 

“We are going to screen
everyone with fever, cough

and symptoms of in#uenza-
like illness and severe acute
respiratory infection,” the

o$cial said.
(All the !gures were as of

April 24, 2020)

Test data sheds light on wide
disparities among districts
Chennai tops with
3,096 tests per
million population

Pon Vasanth B.A 
Serena Josephine. M

Chennai

FROM PAGE ONE

There were 18 primary
persons - unlinked source
of infection - among the
fresh cases, for which in-
vestigations were on.
Twenty-seven patients
were discharged, taking
the total number to 1,128.
The highest number of dis-
charges were in Chennai
(195), followed by Coimba-
tore (120) and Tiruppur
(83).

The number of samples
tested so far has crossed
the 1 lakh-mark in the
State. A total of 1,01,874
samples, including 7,093
on Tuesday, and 93,189 in-
dividuals, including 6,850
individuals on Tuesday,
were tested. A total of
1,908 samples were under
process. Those under
home quarantine num-
bered 30,692 persons
while 47 were in govern-
ment quarantine facilities.

(*This is inclusive of two
deaths cross-noti"ed to
other States and one pa-
tient who died after testing
negative for the infection) 

103 fresh cases
in Chennai 

The public are yet to real-
ise the virulence of CO-
VID-19, and have been
playful, disregarding
physical distancing and
other norms, Chief Minis-
ter Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami said during a meet-
ing with 12 coordination
teams at the Secretariat on
Tuesday. “They don't
seem to learn from news
reports from the U.S., Italy
and Spain, where the
death tolls have been
high,” he said.

“Despite our advice,
members of the public are
refusing to abide by the
rules and are being playful
about it. They do not real-
ise the virulence of this
disease..,” Mr. Palaniswa-
mi said in his opening re-
marks during a meeting
with IAS and IPS o$cers.
The challenge in ensuring
physical distancing was
primarily seen in vegeta-
ble markets in Municipal
Corporations like Chen-
nai, Coimbatore, Madurai
and Tiruchi, he said.

Noting that people were
watching on TV and read-
ing newspaper reports of
people dying in the U.S.,
Italy and Spain due to CO-
VID-19, the CM said, "In-
itially, people there [in the
worst-a!ected countries]
did not realise the severity
of the disease. But after
they started following the
guidelines laid down by
the government, the num-
ber of deaths declined." 

A senior o$cer present
at the meeting said the CM
had indicated that the ur-
ban centres were proving
to be a challenge, unlike
rural areas, where the
lockdown rules were be-
ing fully complied with.

“The spread has de-
clined in Italy and Spain
and, according to media
reports, the lockdown has
been relaxed in those
countries,” he pointed
out. "But our people are

not following [the rules].
We are in the initial stage
[of the pandemic]. If the
public extend their coop-
eration to the steps being
taken by the government,
the spread of the disease
could be contained easily.
Otherwise, even if all oth-
er countries contain the
spread, we will not be able
to do it. So, people should
realise the virulence of the
disease and follow the
rules. Police and Local Ad-
ministration departments
have been carrying out
street campaigns to create
awareness," the CM said.
He also instructed the
authorities to assign less
tedious tasks to police per-
sonnel who were over 55
years of age.

Question time
Multiple o$cers who were
present at the meeting
pointed out that it was un-
usual, with the CM speci"-
cally putting across ques-
tions to the department
secretaries. "Usually, the
secretaries make presen-
tations, and then there
would be some time for
questions. But on Tues-
day, the CM asked the of-
"cers speci"c questions,
and only after getting

answers did he allow them
to make presentations. He
bombarded nearly every
o$cer with questions,” a
senior o$cer said.

The CM asked questions
on a wide range of topics
including the methods be-
ing adopted by various de-
partments to ensure phys-
ical distancing, whether
the cash assistance of
%1,000 and dry rations for
unorganised sector work-
ers were reaching the be-
ne"ciaries, and speci"c
ways for exiting the
lockdown.

"Looks like the CM got
speci"c questions pre-
pared by a team of o$-
cials, who might have
framed questions based
on media, police, intelli-
gence and politicians. The
questions and answers
and presentations went
on for about three hours,"
another o$cer said.

‘Mood for opening’
A senior o$cer said there
was a "mood for opening"
among the top o$cials,
wherever possible, of
course only in areas that
were not in containment
zones and red spots.
"There has been no talk so
far on extending the com-
plete lockdown in "ve Cor-
porations and areas
around Chennai after
April 29. As for what hap-
pens after May 3, the exp-
ert panel will decide," the
o$cial said.

The CM is scheduled to
chair video-conference
meetings with all District
Collectors and medical
and public health experts
at the Secretariat on Wed-
nesday. 

Deputy CM O. Panneer-
selvam, Health Minister C.
Vijayabaskar, Revenue Mi-
nister R.B. Udhayakumar
and Chief Secretary K.
Shanmugam, Director
General of Police J.K. Tri-
pathy and other senior of-
"cials were present at the
meeting on Tuesday. 

He will chair meetings with Collectors, medical experts today

Dennis S. Jesudasan 

CHENNAI

People haven’t realised how
virulent COVID-19 is, says CM

Edappadi K. Palaniswami

<> They don't seem to
learn from news
reports from the
U.S., Italy and
Spain, where the
death tolls have
been high

Meanwhile, the three-day
'complete lockdown' in
Salem and Tiruppur
drew to a close on
Tuesday.

Consequently, grocery
stores and neighbour-
hood vegetable and fruit
shops, closed since Sun-
day, would be permitted
to resume functioning
from 6 a.m. to 1 pm in the
"ve cities.

According to the G.O.,
after the 'complete lock-
down', the respective Dis-
trict Collectors and the
Commissioner of the
Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration would implement
the COVID-19 lockdown
till May 3, as ordered ear-
lier with certain
conditions.

A senior o$cial told
The Hindu: “There would
be no extension of the
complete lockdown after
April 29 for Chennai,
Coimbatore and Madurai.
However, the lockdown
conditions that prevailed
earlier (before the com-
plete lockdown) would
continue till May 3.”

The G.O., however, di-
rected all Collectors “to
intensify their e!orts in
containment zone man-
agement to prevent the
spread of disease”.

Cash assistance
In another development,
the State government
sanctioned cash assis-
tance of %1,000 each to
more registered mem-
bers of denoti"ed com-
munities, ulemas and
other labour welfare
boards. A total of 30,591
more registered mem-
bers from denoti"ed
communities and 10,851
registered ulemas would
bene"t from the SDRF
funds. A G.O. in this re-
gard was issued on Mon-
day. The Revenue and
Disaster Management De-
partment has also sanc-
tioned additional funds
to the tune of %20 crore
from the State Disaster
Response Fund to 528
town panchayats to conti-
nue disinfection activities
for containing COVID-19.

No extension
of ‘total
lockdown’ 




























About Namami Gange Programme: 
 
It is an umbrella programme which integrates previous and currently ongoing initiatives by enhancing 
efficiency, extracting synergies and supplementing them with more comprehensive & better coordinated 
interventions. 
 
Implemented by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), and its state counterparts—State Programme 
Management Groups. 
 
National Ganga Council (NGC): 
 
Created in October 2016 under the River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities 
Order, 2016, dissolving the National Ganga River Basin Authority. 
 
Headed by the Prime Minister. 
 
It replaced the National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA). 
 
NGC would have on board the chief  ministers of  five Ganga basin states—Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh (UP), 
Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal—besides several Union ministers and it was supposed to meet once every 
year. 
 
Main Pillars of  the Namami Gange Programme are: 
 
Sewerage Treatment Infrastructure 
River-Surface Cleaning 
Afforestation 
Industrial Effluent Monitoring 
River-Front Development 
Bio-Diversity 
Public Awareness 
Ganga Gram 
 
River Ganga has significant economic, environmental and cultural value in India. 
Rising in the Himalayas and flowing to the Bay of  Bengal, the river traverses a course of  more than 2,500 km 
through the plains of  north and eastern India. 
The Ganga basin – which also extends into parts of  Nepal, China and Bangladesh – accounts for 26 per cent of  
India’s landmass. 
The Ganga also serves as one of  India’s holiest rivers whose cultural and spiritual significance transcends the 
boundaries of  the basin. 
If  we are able to clean it, it will be a huge help for the 40 per cent population of  the country. 
 
What are the pollution threats to Ganga? 
 
Rapidly increasing population, rising standards of  living and exponential growth of  industrialization and 
urbanization have exposed water resources to various forms of  degradation. 
The deterioration in the water quality of  Ganga impacts the people immediately. 
Ganga has become unfit even for bathing during lean seasons. 
The impacts of  infrastructural projects in the upper reaches of  the river Ganga raise issues. 
Challenges ahead: 
 
Sewage treatment. 
Restoring the flow. 
Sludge control. 
Cost overruns. 
Governance glitches.
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Timings

CHENNAI

WEDNESDAY, APR. 29

RISE 05:50 SET 18:24

RISE 10:39 SET 23:54

THURSDAY, APR. 30

RISE 05:49 SET 18:24

RISE 11:37 SET 00:00

FRIDAY, MAY. 01

RISE 05:49 SET 18:24

RISE 12:35 SET 00:46

The wholesale vegetable
market alone will function at
the Koyambedu market com-
plex from Wednesday.

This was the decision ta-
ken during a second round
of meetings between govern-

ment o!cials and represen-
tatives of various traders as-
sociations on Tuesday. D.
Karthikeyan, member secre-
tary, Chennai Metropolitan
Development Authority, was
among the o!cials who
participated.

According to wholesale
traders, it was decided to
stick with wholesale vegeta-
ble trade as the number of
retailers is larger. 

In light of the decision, all
retail shops will remain shut.
About 400-500 wholesale
shops will carry on trade till
10 a.m. This is expected to
bring down the crowd by
50%. It was also suggested
that space would be provid-
ed in other areas such as
Aminjikarai for retail vegeta-
ble trade.

Meanwhile, the Chennai
Corporation began collect-
ing samples from traders in
the Koyambedu wholesale
market to test for COVID-19.
The civic body sent a mobile
unit on Tuesday to the mar-
ket following reports of CO-
VID-19 cases in the market.

Contact tracing has begun
in the market, o!cials said.
According to them, at least 12
persons associated with the
market have tested positive.

On Tuesday, the vegetable

market wore a deserted look
as many shops were shut.

Fruit merchants have de-
cided to stop sourcing pro-
duce to the market from
Wednesday. S. Srinivasan,

president, Chennai Fruits
Commission Agents Associa-
tion, said: “We are planning
to stop sourcing fruits from
Wednesday till May 1. It will
be di!cult to shift trade to

other areas like Madhava-
ram. We will sell the stock
that arrived on Tuesday.”

On an average, the fruit
market gets 1,300 tonnes of
fruits.

It was reduced to 200
tonnes on Tuesday. “We
have more fruit retailers in
the market and many have
already shut shop. Fruit
wholesalers depend on re-
tailers for sales,” he said. 

In a bid to prevent scarcity
of essential commodities in
the city, the Corporation is
planning to set up markets in
bus stands and playgrounds.
“We have compiled a list of
playgrounds and bus stands
in the city. If the government
decides to shift the Koyam-
bedu wholesale market, we
will provide space for mar-
kets in playgrounds and bus
stands. A "nal decision will
be taken at a meeting to be
held by the Chief Secretary
later in the evening today,”
said a Corporation o!cial. 

It’s wholesale only at Koyambedu market 
Retail outlets to remain shut 
to bring down crowding 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

At a safe distance: A Chennai Corporation health sta! taking
samples of a worker in a mobile unit at Koyambedu market on
Tuesday. * K. PICHUMANI

The Nungambakkam pol-
ice station, located in the
heart of city, was cor-
doned o# on Tuesday af-
ter two police personnel
tested positive for CO-
VID-19. 

Both the personnel
have been admitted to the
COVID-19 ward of the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital. 

According to the pol-
ice, one was a writer who
lives with his family in
Triplicane. His family
members were being sub-
jected to tests now. 

A Grade I constable,
who is a close friend of
the writer, also tested

positive. Sources said he
was attached to the SB
CID unit and was follow-
ing the case relating to
burial of neurosurgeon
Dr. Simon Hercules in Kil-
pauk. 

Dr. Simon died of CO-

VID-19 and the burial of
his body was objected by
local residents. 

The constable fre-
quently visited his writer
friend in Nungambakkam
station. 

The Nungambakkam
police station building,
which houses the o!ce of
Assistant Commissioner
of Police, was cordoned
o# and health authorities
sprayed disinfectants.
Police personnel working
there were subjected to
tests. Last week, four pol-
icemen of Esplanade sta-
tion, North Beach station,
Government Railway Pol-
ice in Egmore and Central
Railway Station tested
positive. 

Nungambakkam police station cordoned o! 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Nungambakkam
police station.

* M. KARUNAKARAN

Two policemen test positive 

A 58-year- old patient who
tested positive for COVID-19
went missing from the spe-
cial ward at Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hospi-
tal (RGGGH). 

The police personnel of
the Flower Bazaar station
traced him to his house at
Pulianthope and brought
him back. 

The resident of Sivarajap-
uram near Pulianthope was
admitted to the special ward
on the "fth $oor of RGGGH
after he tested positive on
April 23. 

‘He walked home’

On Monday evening, he
stepped out of the hospital

and reached his house by
foot. At 9 p.m, hospital sta#
found that he was missing
from the ward and reported
the matter to the police. 

The police personnel
traced him in his house and
brought back to the hospital
at 9.30 p.m. 

Hospital sources said the
patient had psychiatric ill-
ness.

Runaway COVID-19
patient brought back 
He was picked up from Pulianthope 

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI 

With a few policemen contracting CO-
VID–19 in the State, the Tiruvallur pol-
ice have set up kiosks to collect peti-
tions/complaints. This was to ensure
there was no physical contact, said P.
Aravindan, Superintendent of Police. 

Tiruvallur police
install kiosks 
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

For the "rst time
since 2004, a tropical
cyclone over the
north Indian ocean
would have a Tamil
name, Murasu,
meaning an ancient
musical instrument,
a type of drum. It is
one of the names list-
ed for tropical cy-
clones over the north
Indian ocean pre-
pared by the World
Meteorological Or-
ganisation (WMO)
panel.

With the "rst list of
names suggested for
tropical cyclones be-
ing used, except for
Amphan suggested
by Thailand, a fresh
list of names has
been prepared by the
WMO panel for iden-
tifying cyclones deve-
loping over the north
Indian ocean, includ-

ing in Arabian Sea. 
The new list has

names suggested by
"ve new member
countries — Iran, Sau-
di Arabia, Qatar, Ye-
men and the U.A.E.
The list has 169
names, including 13
names each suggest-
ed by 13 member
countries. In India,
the regional meteoro-
logical centres sug-
gest names and those
provided by the pu-
blic were included. 

S. Balachandran,
Deputy Director Gen-
eral of the Meteorolo-
gy, Chennai, said “We
suggested names re-
lated to ocean, "sh
and coastal areas and
those pertaining to
information. Murasu
was suggested as it
denoted the percus-
sion instrument used
for disseminating in-
formation.” 

Tropical cyclone
gets Tamil name 
K. Lakshmi 

CHENNAI

The Chennai Corporation
has created 202 contain-
ment zones where some re-
sidents have tested positive
for COVID-19 in the city. 

The number of contain-
ment zones has registered
an increase of 45% during
the last week, pointing to a
rise in the number of people
testing positive for COVID-19
in the city. 

The areas which are “con-
tinuous building areas” with
a dense population have re-
ported the largest number of
containment zones in the ci-
ty. 

Royapuram zone, which
is densely populated, has
one-fourth of the number of
containment zones. Zones
such as Teynampet, Ton-
diarpet, Anna Nagar and Ko-
dambakkam have reported a
number of positive cases. 

O!cials said that contact
tracing had been intensi"ed
in congested neighbour-
hoods. 

Zones such as Ambattur,
Sholinganallur and Manali,
which have lower popula-
tion density than others
have fewer containment
zones. 

Chennai Corporation has
used 10.17 lakh litres of disin-
fectant solutions along
25,000 streets in various
parts of the city. 

All the 202 containment
zones are being disinfected
regularly. The streets are be-
ing disinfected twice a day
using 1,160 equipment and
vehicles. 

Fiat to banks

The Corporation has decid-
ed to lock and seal banks
and ATM kiosks that are not
being sanitised regularly. 

“We have advised banks
to disinfect the branches
and ATM kiosks to prevent

the spread of COVID-19. Most
ATM kiosks and bank
branches have not been san-
itised in the past few days. 

The banks should nomi-
nate an employee to take
responsibility for disinfect-
ing the premises and ATM
kiosks. 

The Corporation health
department o!cials will in-
spect the ATM kiosks and
bank branches and seal the
branches that are not disin-
fected,” said an o!cial of the
Corporation. 

Amma canteens

The number of visitors to
Amma canteens has in-
creased signi"cantly in the
past few days. Crowding had
been reported in most of the
407 locations. 

Police personnel have
been posted to enforce so-
cial distancing in these can-
teens. 

The Corporation has per-
mitted serving of chapatis at
night as demanded by con-
sumers. 

However, most Amma
canteens were reportedly
unable to receive the supply
of raw material for chapati
owing to inadequate num-
ber of vehicles to distribute
the materials to each can-
teen. 

For details on contain-
ment streets, visit https://
bit.ly/ChennaiCOVID2804

202 streets have been cordoned o! by the corporation 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Containment zones up by 45%





































































A “Cyclone” is an intense vortex or a whirl in the atmosphere with very strong winds circulating around it in 
anti-clockwise direction in the Northern Hemisphere and in clockwise direction in the Southern Hemisphere. 
 
 Characteristics: 
 
Cyclones are intense low pressure areas – from the centre of  which pressure increases outwards 
The amount of  the pressure drop in the centre and the rate at which it increases outwards gives the intensity 
of  the cyclones and the strength of  winds. 
Cyclones are of  two types: Temperate cyclone and Tropical cyclone. Tropical Cyclones are among the most 
destructive phenomena. 
Tropical Cyclones: 
 
It is a system of  low pressure occurring in tropical latitudes 
The differential heating over land and sea probably causes a small area of  low atmospheric pressure to 
develop. 
Tropical cyclone activity is at its maximum in late summer and early autumn 
Tropical cyclones follow a parabolic path; their axis being parallel to the isobars. 
Necessary Conditions for development of  a tropical cyclone and Formation: 
 
1. Continuous supply of  abundant warm and moist air 
 
2. Sea temperature in lower latitudes should be around 27°C 
 
3. A distance from the Equator is necessary, so that it allows the Coriolis effect to deflect winds blowing toward 
the low pressure centre. They develop in inter-tropical convergence zone 
 
4. Pre-existence of  weak tropical disturbances 
 
5. Presence of  anticyclonic circulation at the height of  9 to 15km above the surface 
 
6. Low vertical wind shear between the surface and the upper troposphere. Vertical wind shear is the 
magnitude of  wind change with height.
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1,250 tonnes of Nilgiris
tea sent to Kerala 
UDHAGAMANDALAM

A total of 1,250 tonnes of tea
from the estates of small tea
growers in the Nilgiris will be
supplied to lakhs of homes in
Kerala during the COVID-19
pandemic. The tea, processed
at the 16 INDCOSERVE
(Tamilnadu Small Tea
Growers Industrial
Cooperative Tea Factories
Federation Ltd) factories,
were packed in 50 lakh units
and supplied to the Kerala. 

IN BRIEF

Corporation to distribute
herbal medicine 
CHENNAI

Chennai Corporation has
started distributing siddha
and ayurveda medicines to
improve immunity against
COVID-19. At least 20,000
workers of the Corporation
will get siddha medicines
such as kabasura kudineer and
nilavembu kudineer.

GST for sanitisers, masks
challenged in HC
CHENNAI 

The Madras High Court on
Tuesday ordered notices,
returnable by May 18, to the
Centre as well the State
government to a plea for
suspending collection of
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
for hand sanitisers and masks
used to fight COVID-19. 

Bail granted to news
portal founder
COIMBATORE

The first judicial magistrate
court in Coimbatore on
Tuesday granted bail to
Andrew Sam Raja Pandian,
founder of news portal
SimpliCity, who was arrested
on April 23 for carrying a news
item against the government. 

The State government is
planning to develop a portal
for Tamil Nadu natives who
are employed abroad and in-
tend to return in the wake of
the COVID-19 outbreak.

“The portal should be up
in the next few days,” a se-
nior government o!cial
said. Once the COVID-19
lockdown was lifted and
transportation including air
tra!c opened, the data from
this portal could be used in
allowing them to return as
well as quarantine them, he
said.

Kerala government has al-
ready set up a portal allow-
ing its natives working
abroad to register. “We are
expecting about a lakh work-
ers to return,” he added.

Another o!cial said a lot
depended on when and how
the Centre would open up
air tra!c into the country.

“The subject of air tra!c
was discussed during the re-

cent video conference the
Prime Minister had with the
Chief Ministers. So, natural-
ly, we need to plan on how to
manage the in"ow of NRI
workers,” he said.

Professor S. Irudaya Rajan
of the Centre for Develop-
ment Studies (CDS) in Thiru-
vananthapuram, a noted
expert researching on mi-
grants, feels an estimated 2.5
lakh Tamil workers could re-
turn from abroad. “Over 25
lakh workers from Tamil Na-
du are employed in various
countries and of them, I ex-
pect at least 10% of them to

return this year,” he said.
Planning ahead was ne-

cessary as to who should be
allowed preference since
most of them would be in a
rush to return. “Priority
would be given naturally to
pregnant women, children
and elderly persons.”

According to Mr. Rajan
some 12 lakh workers are
employed in the Gulf coun-
tries. “Almost all the coun-
tries are a#ected by CO-
VID-19 and because of the
repercussions, most of them
would want to or be forced
to come back home, if they

could not continue to work
there anymore,” he said and
pointed out there may not be
any job for them here too at
once. Tamil Nadu and Kerala
had 25 lakh and 22 lakh of
their people working abroad
respectively, which consti-
tuted almost one-fourth of
200 lakh Indians workers
employed abroad, he said.

Based on a survey of a ran-
dom sample of 25,000 hou-
seholds across Tamil Nadu in
2015, his team of researchers
have put the $gure as 25
lakh.

Mr. Rajan emphasised
that in many households,
the family was dependent on
the remittances made by
their family member em-
ployed abroad and once he/
she lost his/her job, the fami-
ly would have to $nd anoth-
er source of income. The
State government could
think about conducting
medical checks for them,
$nding jobs for them, among
others.

T.N. plans portal for workers
abroad intending to return 
An estimated 2.5 lakh workers from State are expected to return, says an expert 

Dennis S. Jesudasan 

CHENNAI

Once the air tra!c for passengers opens, data from the portal
could be used in allowing them to return, says an o!cial.

What are the important
timelines and symptoms
characteristic of COVID-19
infection we need to
understand before testing?

After exposure to SARS-
CoV-2, the incubation period
is typically 5 to 6 days. It can
range from 2 to 14 days. In
the $rst week, only viral
RNA and antigen particles
will be present. 

During the second to
third weeks, the initial anti-
body response in the form of
IgM will be seen which may
be present for another 2
weeks. IgG antibody res-
ponse will appear after 2
weeks in the blood and pro-
vides long term immunity.
Currently we do not know
how long the long term im-
munity lasts as this is a novel
virus.

From the available litera-
ture, the COVID-19 infection
will be asymptomatic/mild
in 81%, severe in 14% and
critical in 5% of cases as
shown. But the infection can
be transmitted from persons
through droplets, even from
those with mild symptoms
or asymptomatic carriers.

What are the two major
types of tests?

The antigen test is the diag-
nostic test for COVID-19 in
which the viral RNA is di-
rectly identi$ed by real time
reverse transcriptase polym-
erase chain reaction (rRT-
PCR). 

This is an extremely sensi-
tive test to identify whether
someone is currently infect-
ed and active.

The antibody test is to
identify the immune res-
ponse to earlier infection. By
identifying the type of anti-
body positivity (IgM or IgG
or both or none) we can de-
termine whether the indivi-

dual had exposure to infec-
tion or not, still has active
infection or has developed
long-term immunity.

What is the best diagnostic
test to identify if a person is
currently having active
COVID-19 infection?

The rRT-PCR antigen test is
the best diagnostic test to
identify if someone is cur-
rently infected and active
with SARS-CoV-2. In this, a
nasopharyngeal (nasal) or
oropharyngeal (mouth)
swab is taken and sent in a
cold storage box to the cen-
tral laboratory, where the vi-
ral RNA is converted to com-
plimentary DNA (cDNA)
using reverse transcriptase,
and ampli$ed following the
addition of a primer and "u-
orescent dye and DNA build-
ing enzymes. 

A positive test will be indi-
cated by the raise in
"uorescence.

Depending on the equip-
ment and method used, the
time taken may vary bet-
ween a few hours to a day to
get the reports. This test is
very sensitive and speci$c
and can detect even if a sin-
gle viral RNA particle is pre-
sent in the swab. 

Some of the reasons why
we get a false negative (nega-
tive test when the patient is

actually COVID-19 positive)
may be improper swab sam-
pling, prolonged time to get
sample to lab causing degra-
dation of RNA.

What is the best test to
identify if a person had
exposure (with or without
symptoms) to COVID-19 and
their immunity response?

The test for antibodies will
give information on whether
a person had exposure to
SARS-CoV-2 at any point in
time and whether immunity
has developed. When ex-
posed to SARS-CoV-2 our im-
mune system will form pro-
teins called antibodies to
neutralize the virus, initially
antibody response will be
IgM and long-term durable
response will be IgG. Pre-
sence of IgG antibody alone
will indicate development
immunity.

Why are the currently
available point of care (POC)
rapid testing kit (COVID-19
antibody test) results
variable?

The currently available POC
rapid testing kits have been
brought into the market
without quality assurance by
the regulatory authorities of
the countries in which they
were manufactured and
they lack the validation pro-
cess. 

Several of the testing kits
have been fast-tracked due
to increasing demand,
hence lacking in quality,
with variable sensitivity
from 30% to 80%. The main
concerns raised by several
European countries and In-
dia are that these kits are
showing a higher percentage
of false negative reports (i.e.
results of the test is negative
while the patient is
COVID-19-positive).

COVID-19: The tests reveal all

City residents walking on
their terraces have been
treated to gorgeous sunsets
over the past few days. Multi-
ple hues and streaks of light
can be spotted in the twilight
sky. Many have taken to so-
cial media to share photo-
graphs of orange and red
streaks adorning the evening
sky over the weekend.

Meteorologists said such
hues are typical of a pre-
monsoon sky. O!cials of the
Meteorological Department
said that at times crepuscu-
lar rays, commonly referred
to as Buddha Rays, are visi-
ble in the early evening sky
over Chennai. These rays
form when the sun goes be-
low the horizon during the
twilight hours.

K. Srikanth, who blogs
with Chennaiyil Oru Mazhai-
kalam, said the phenome-
non was due to the moisture
left in the air after the thun-
derstorms in interior parts.
“There is a refraction of the
sun's rays over the sky. This
is like the e#ect when light is

passed through a prism in a
science experiment. Here,
moisture or water particles
acts as prisms. Just like beau-
tiful sunsets during the pre-
monsoon season, sunrises
can be brilliant during the
northeast monsoon as thun-
derstorms occur over the
sea,” he added.

Rain likely
The Meteorological Depart-
ment has forecast isolated
rainfall, particularly over
coastal and interior areas, till
April 30. Chennai could ex-
perience thundershowers on
Wednesday.

In the 24 hours ending
8.30 a.m. on Tuesday, many
places recorded light to
moderate rainfall. Sholingur
in Vellore district and Cinco-
na in Coimbatore district
were among the places that
received 4 cm of rainfall.

N. Puviarasan, director,
Area Cyclone Warning
Centre, Chennai, said dry
weather might return after
April 30 as a low pressure
area was likely to form over
South Andaman sea. 

Come sunset, the sky
is a riot of colour
‘It is a pre-monsoon phenomenon’

The glowing sky over Chennai. * R. RAVINDRAN

K. LAKSHMI

CHENNAI

Caught in the lockdown, two
elderly sisters walked 67 km
from one district to another
before they were rescued by
the authorities on the road. 

The sisters, 68-year-old
Lakshmi and 70-year-old
Madhammal, were stuck in
Mettur where they had gone
to visit a temple all by them-
selves before the lockdown,
over a month ago. 

They were caught un-
awares by the lockdown and
ended up walking from Met-
tur in Salem district to So-
gathur in Dharmapuri. 

Walking a distance of 67
km, with their hand-held
sticks as crutches, the sisters
were spotted by some locals
in Sogathur in a feeble state
before the authorities were
alerted.

According to Dharmapuri
tahsildar J. Sukumar, the

two sisters were rescued on
Sunday and admitted to a
short stay home, where they
were provided food and
glucose.

The old women were stay-
ing with one of their sons
and from there, they left for
a visit a temple in Mettur. 

Sent home
“Their families were sum-
moned. Lakshmi and Mad-
hammal were consulted and

they both insisted they
wanted to go back home. 

Lakshmi was sent to her
grandson’s house in Harur
and Madhammal was sent to
her son’s house on Tues-
day.” 

Asked how the families
had not looked for them all
these days, Mr. Sukumar
said the families told him
that they were looking for
them but could not travel far
because of the lockdown. 

Elderly siblings walk 67 km before they were rescued
P.V. Srividya 
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Formation of  a Tropical Cyclone: 
 
To form a cyclone, warm, moist air over the ocean rises upward from 
near the surface. As this air moves up and away from the ocean 
surface, it leaves is less air near the surface. So basically as the 
warm air rises, it causes an area of  lower air pressure below. 
Air from surrounding areas with higher air pressure pushes in to the 
low pressure area. Then this new “cool” air becomes warm and 
moist and rises, too. And the cycle continues 
As the warmed, moist air rises and cools the water in the air forms 
clouds. The whole system of  clouds and wind spins and grows, fed by 
the ocean’s heat and water evaporating from the ocean surface. 
As the storm system rotates faster and faster, an eye forms in the 
centre. It is very calm and clear in the eye, with very low air 
pressure. Higher pressure air from above flows down into the eye 
Tropical cyclones usually weaken when after they hit land (landfall), 
because they are no longer being fed by the energy from the warm 
ocean waters. 
Cyclones in India: 
 
Cyclones mainly occur during post monsoon and less in pre-
monsoon and monsoon season. Cyclones affect both the Bay of  
Bengal and the Arabian Sea; however, the Bay of  Bengal witness 
more cyclones than the Arabian Sea. This is because: 
 
Bay of  Bengal has higher ocean surface temperature than the 
Arabian Sea. This helps in formation and intensification of  cyclonic 
storms 
High rainfall and inflow of  fresh water: 
The Bay receives higher rainfall and constant inflow of  fresh water. 
Therefore, the its surface water keeps getting refreshed, making it 
impossible for the warm water to mix with the cooler water below, 
making it ideal for a depression. 
On the other hand, enhanced vertical mixing in the Arabian 
Sea,limits cyclone intensification 
Role of  remnants: 
Cyclones that form over the Bay of  Bengal are either those develop 
insitu over southeast Bay of  Bengal and adjoining Andaman Sea or 
remnants of  typhoons over Northwest Pacific and move across south 
China sea to Indian Seas. As the frequency of  typhoons over 
Northwest Pacific is quite high, the Bay of  Bengal also gets higher 
number of  cyclones. 
On the other hand, the cyclones over the Arabian Sea either originate 
insitu over southeast Arabian Sea or remnants of  cyclones from the 
Bay of  Bengal that move across south peninsula. As the majority of  
Cyclones over the Bay of  Bengal weaken over land after landfall, the 
frequency of  migration into Arabian Sea is low.
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning, hail and gusty winds very likely at isolated places over
Maharashtra; with lightning and gusty winds at isolated places
over Rajasthan, Meghalaya, Goa, Tamil Nadu and Kerala and with
lightning at isolated places over east Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal, Odisha, Telangana, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....34.0....22.7 Kozhikode....................—....35.6....27.2
Ahmedabad...........—....40.7....26.0 Kurnool .......................—....39.9....28.4
Aizawl...................—....23.9....15.2 Lucknow......................—....34.0....22.3
Allahabad..............—....32.0....23.0 Madurai .......................—....38.2....27.6
Bengaluru .............—....32.4....23.0 Mangaluru ...................—....36.1....26.2
Bhopal ..................—....36.8....23.4 Mumbai .......................—....36.6....26.1
Bhubaneswar.........—....34.4....25.0 Mysuru ........................—....34.9....23.0
Chandigarh ........ 0.2....26.4....18.7 New Delhi ...................—....32.8....21.6
Chennai ................—....34.6... 28.8 Patna ....................... 0.4....33.6....21.8
Coimbatore ..... 13.3.. 37.4... 25.4 Port Blair.....................—....33.6....27.4
Dehradun ........ 46.5........ —....14.7 Puducherry ..................—....33.4....28.3
Gangtok............. 1.2....15.2....12.6 Pune............................—....38.2....23.0
Goa.......................—....34.5....25.5 Raipur .........................—....33.0....22.0
Guwahati ..............—....28.5....21.8 Ranchi .................... 56.4....29.5....17.8
Hubballi ................—....38.0....22.0 Shillong.................. 11.8....19.2........ —
Hyderabad ............—....40.7....25.6 Shimla...................... 4.9....23.8....12.1
Imphal ............... 0.5....26.2....16.0 Srinagar.......................—....21.7......8.9
Jaipur ...................—....37.0....24.0 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.9....28.1
Kochi ................. 2.6....33.4....25.0 Tiruchi.........................—....38.9....28.6
Kohima ............ 14.6....20.8....11.7 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata ............ 10.0....30.2....25.1 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.2....25.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
193 indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 14.

Ahmedabad..... 37 .30 17 ....66 ...94 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 10 .17 50 ..... — ...74 ....*
Chennai .......... 03 .17 47 ....15 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. ..— .32 47 ..159 ...65 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 14 .39 19 ....48 ...68 ....*
Kolkata........... 08 .13 32 ....16 ...32 ....*
Lucknow ......... 05 .13 53 ....83 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 81 ..— 54 ....64 ...55 ....*
Pune............... 32 .11 53 ....40 ...38 ....*
Visakhapatnam ..— ..— .— ..... — .....— .......

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Four persons tested positive
for COVID 19 in Kerala on
Tuesday. Three of the cases
were picked up from the
community in the Health de-
partment’s augmented sam-
pling drive on Sunday with
3,101 swabs.

For the third day, Andhra
Pradesh reported more than
80 fresh cases taking the tally
to 1,259. Eleven new positive

cases were reported in Kar-
nataka on Tuesday, taking
the State total to 523. Telan-
gana continued to show a dip
with only six cases. and 42
people were discharged.

Two of Kerala’s positive
cases on Tuesday had a tra-
vel history abroad while the
other two were “contacts”.
Three were in Kannur and
one at Kasaragod.

Though the Idukki district

administration said it had
three fresh cases, who had
been shifted to the hospital,
Chief Minister, Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, said that these cases
needed recon!rmation.

The patients in question
had been moved to hospital
and were under treatment,

he added. Of 485 COVID-19
cases reported in the State so
far, 123 were under hospital
care and 359 on the recovery
list.

Mr. Vijayan said that the
Health department was do-
ing a sentinel survey for
health workers, guest work-

ers and those who had in-
creased social interaction
with the public. Of 875 sam-
ples tested, 801 were nega-
tive. Of the 3,101 samples
tested as part of the aug-
mented sample survey, 2,682
were negative. The results of
391 samples were awaited,

and 25 samples had to be re-
tested. The State had tested
23,980 samples, of which
23,277 were negative.

62 frontline sta! 
In Andhra Pradesh, 62 fron-
tline sta" were infected till
date. They included 31 health
care providers, 12 doctors, 12
nursing sta"ers, !ve sanita-
tion workers and two phar-
macists who were dealing
with COVID-19 patients, said
Special Chief Secretary
(Health, Medical and Family
Welfare) K.S. Jawahar Reddy.
Many personnel of revenue
and police departments were
also infected.

Addressing the media on
Tuesday Dr. Reddy said that
the Governor Biswa Bhusan
Harichandan and all other
sta" at Raj Bhavan tested ne-
gative. He said they were test-
ed after four sta"ers of the
Raj Bhavan were infected.

During the 24 hour-pe-
riod, 82 samples tested posi-
tive of a total 5,783 tests, the
bulletin of the Health Depart-

ment said. So far, 80,334
tests were conducted and the
State stood !rst with 1504
tests per million population. 

Kurnool reported 40 fresh
cases, crossing the 300-mark
while Guntur reported 17
fresh cases. Krishna district
reported 13 cases, Kadapa se-
ven, Nellore three and Chit-
toor and Anantapur one case
each.

In Karnataka, six cases
were from Kalaburagi. On
Tuesday, 14 patients were
discharged.

Primary and Secondary
Education Minister S. Suresh
Kumar said 39.5% of the total
523 patients had been dis-
charged. Seven of the 295 pa-
tients isolated in di"erent
hospitals were in intensive
care units. Also, three new
cases were from Bagalkot dis-
trict and one each from Ben-
galuru Urban and Gadag.

In Telangana with 1,009
cases - 610 active - the six
new cases were from Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration limits.

Kerala community sampling !nds new cases
Three of four fresh cases in State found through special drive; In A.P., burden of new cases continues to rise

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram/
Vijayawada/Hyderabad/
Bengaluru 

Seeking a bailout: Lockdown-hit toddy tappers staging a protest seeking relief measures at Rajupalem in Andhra Pradesh’s
Prakasam district on Tuesday. * KOMMURI SRINIVAS
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Left high and dry

The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday stayed for two
months the operationalisa-
tion of the State government
order to defer the payment
of the salary of government
employees and the sta" of
State government-owned
undertakings.

Justice Bechu Kurian Tho-
mas passed the interim or-
der on a slew of petitions
!led by various unions chal-
lenging the order to defer
payment of six days’ salary
every month from April to
August. The order is not ap-
plicable to employees who
draw a gross salary below
#20,000.

The court observed that
prima facie the law autho-
rising the government to is-
sue such an order was found
wanting. There was ambi-
guity in the order on the
manner in which the
amount deducted was pro-
posed to be set apart or was
to be utilised. The order on-
ly referred to the !nancial
di$culties faced by the go-
vernment due to the CO-
VID-19 situation. 

Financial di"culty
Financial di$culty was not
a ground for the govern-
ment to defer payment of
salary of its employees. Pri-
ma facie, deferment of pay-
ment of salary, for whatever
purposes, amounted to de-
nial of the right to property,
the court added. 

Counsel for the unions
contended that Article
300A of the Constitution
(right to property) would in-
clude within its ambit ‘sal-
ary’ as well. 

The article mandates that
no person shall be deprived
of his/her property save by
the authority of the law.
They further argued that no

law empowered the govern-
ment to defer the salary pay-
ment of the employees. Be-
sides, the payment could
not be deferred without
their consent. 

Rejecting a contention of
the government, the court
pointed out that the Disaster
Management Act or the Epi-
demic Diseases Act did not
speci!cally confer any pow-
er on the government to def-
er salary payments during
the times of any disaster.

‘Financial di!culty not a valid reason’

K.C. Gopakumar 

KOCHI

Deferment of payment of
salary amounts to denial of
right to property, the HC said.

Kerala HC stays
State govt. order on
salary deferment

The Department of Non-Re-
sident Keralites A"airs (Nor-
ka) will commence online
registration of those strand-
ed in various States wanting
to return home. 

They can log on to the
website
registernorkaroots.com
from April 29 evening and
provide details. As the same
website is used for registra-
tion of non-resident Kera-
lites wishing to return from
foreign nations, a separate
section will be available for
those stranded in various
States.

The government has
prioritised the categories of
those stranded for their re-
turn journey. A meeting

chaired by the Chief Minis-
ter on Tuesday took stock of
the arrangements. 

Unlike those arriving at
the international airports,
the government is looking
into a proposal of the Tran-
sport Department to restrict
the movement through six
interstate checkposts — Ku-
mily, Arayankavu, Amaravi-
la, Walayar, Muthanga and
Manjeswaram. 

2.76 lakh NoRKs register
Meanwhile, 2,76,700 NoRKs
from 150 nations have regis-
tered on the website till
Tuesday evening for return-
ing to Kerala. The registra-
tion had commenced on
Sunday but the Centre is yet
to take a call on the %ights
and the dates for the same.

Kerala to register those
stranded in other States
Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

Bodies of seven Indians who
died of diseases other than
COVID-19 in the United Arab
Emirates landed at the inter-
national airport here on
Tuesday.

The bodies — of Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Goa natives
— were repatriated via Flydu-
bai cargo %ight FZ 8189 from
Dubai at 12.40 p.m., airport
director K. Srinivasa Rao
said. 

He said the freighter air-
craft departed for Dubai
with over 18,000 kg of fruits,
vegetables and medicines
later.

Given to relatives
A senior police o$cer said
the bodies were of Koshy
Mathai and Sijo Joy of Patha-
namthitta; Punnakkal David

Shamy of Kannur; Johannan
John of Kollam; Velayudhan
Sathyan of Thrissur; Sreeni-
vas Muthukarappan of Siva-
ganga in Tamil Nadu and
Henrique D'Souza of Goa.
The bodies were handed ov-
er to their relatives.

The bodies were repa-
triated after the Ministry of
Home A"airs issued an or-
der permitting their tran-
sport subject to guidelines
issued by various Ministries
and government depart-

ments related to the man-
agement of COVID-19 and
the submission of No Objec-
tion Certi!cates from the Mi-
nistry of Health and Family
Welfare.

Clearance needed
Indian Embassies and High
Commissions abroad can
give clearance for repatria-
tion of mortal remains of In-
dian citizens who died due
to reasons other than the
COVID-19 infection.

They died of
diseases other
than COVID-19
Special Correspondent

Kozhikode

Back home: Bodies of Indians who died abroad being shifted
from the cargo hold at Kozhikode airport. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Bodies of Tamil Nadu, Kerala &
Goa natives brought from UAE

What is the policy of the go-
vernment on giving passes
to vehicles during the lock-
down and how many passes
were given to allow people
to attend the wedding of K.
Nikhil, son of former Kar-
natka Chief Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy, the High
Court of Karnataka asked
the government on
Tuesday.

A Division Bench, com-
prising Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice
B.V. Nagarathna, posed
these questions orally after
noticing that the govern-
ment had not responded to
the court’s April 21 direction
on whether there was
breach of social distancing
during the ceremony.

The Bench pointed out
that the High Court had re-
ceived several pleas through
e-mails from various per-
sons from within and out-

side Karnataka on the
breach of social distancing
norms and the grant of veh-
icle passes for the wedding. 

Is it the policy of the go-
vernment to grant passes
for a wedding during the
lockdown? If yes, then eve-
ryone will apply for passes,
the Bench observed orally
asking the Additional Advo-
cate-General to submit the
government’s response by
the next hearing.

How many vehicles used
for Nikhil’s wedding: HC
Have received several pleas, says court

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Akkamma, in her !fties, is
staying along with her fami-
ly of !ve in a small hut. Dur-
ing afternoons, when the
sun is at its peak, she joins
other women to sit under a
tree and chat with them.

The reason — sitting out
of their houses is more com-
fortable than inside as the
tarpaulin roofs generate un-
bearable heat, and they feel
su"ocated staying inside
even for a few minutes. “It is
impossible to stay in our
shacks. To get some respite
from the heat, we are taking
rest under this tree. We will

spend time till evening
here,” Ms. Akkamma said.

There are 65 families who
migrated from Nanded in

Maharashtra and are staying
at Isnapur in Sangareddy
district of Telangana for the
past eight years or so. A

large number of children are
also part of the group, most
of them famished. 

Family members made a
living by doing various jobs
like breaking stones, driving
tractors or working as daily
wage labourers. The nation-
al shutdown rendered them
jobless because of which
many of them have a meal in
the afternoon and skip
dinner.

Though the location of
their makeshift dwellings is
close to the National High-
way, the administration has
not reached out to them so
far, they complained.

“Some philanthropists

came and extended assis-
tance twice. But we have not
received any help from the
government so far. We are
using our limited rations so
that we can have something
for tomorrow,” Sunil, anoth-
er migrant, said. 

What do they do the en-
tire day? “Eating, chitchat-
ting and sleeping. Nothing
else,” said another young
man from the group. 

There are more than 60
children, aged between six
months and 14 years, and
there are also six lactating
mothers. All of them are
waiting for help from the ad-
ministration.

Jobs lost, migrant families battle heat and hunger
Except for some philanthropists, no o!cials have reached out to the distressed lot in Telangana

Di!cult phase: The migrant workers from Nanded are facing
a tough time in Telangana due to the lockdown. * MOHDARIF

R. Avadhani

ISNAPUR

Kerala Chief Justice 
in home quarantine 
KOCHI

Kerala Chief Justice 
S. Manikumar has gone into
home quarantine in Kochi on
Tuesday after a road trip from
Chennai to Kochi. The Chief
Justice is likely to confine
himself to his official
residence for 14 days as
mandated by the quarantine
protocol. The travel was
facilitated after discussions
between the Home
Secretaries of the two States. 

IN BRIEF

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Tuesday refused to reveal
whether the State would
!le an appeal against the
High Court’s stay on
deducting the salary of
government employees.
Mr. Vijayan said the
government was yet to
review the order in its
entirety. The State was
constitutionally bound to
obey the decision of the
court. 

Pinarayi silent
about !ling
appeal 
Special Correspondent 

Thiruvananthapuram

Return of bodies of
Anantapur students 
ANANTAPUR

The bodies of two students
from Anantapur district, who
died in an accident in the
Philippines on April 5, are
likely to arrive in an air
ambulance from Manila on
April 30. Vamsi Kondigalla
Peddinti hailing from the city,
and Revanth Kumar Katikela
from Kadiri, both aged 21,
were studying medicine in
Cebu City. The bodies have
reached the Manila airport
and are expected to reach
Anantapur by Wednesday
midnight or early on
Thursday.

Money kept for event to
be spent on relief work
BENGALURU

After plans of performing his
son K. Nikhil’s wedding with
all the voters of
Ramanagaram in attendance
getting dashed due to the
COVID-19 epidemic, former
Karnataka Chief Minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy has
decided to distribute 1.2 lakh
dry ration kits from the 
money earmarked for the
wedding expenses.

‘Vidya Deevena’ to
benefit 14 lakh students 
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Tuesday launched
‘Jagananna Vidya Deevena’, a
fee reimbursement scheme
that to benefit 14 lakh
college students in the State.
From 2020–21 academic year,
the fee reimbursement would
be credited directly into the
accounts of the mothers of
the students in four
instalments. The government
has released over !4,000
crore for the scheme and
!1,880 crore more towards
pending dues.
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EDITORIAL

Humane and inclusive
The daily “bombardment”
of news about the extent
and the impact of the novel
coronavirus pandemic
shows the extensive
damage it has caused to
countless lives, societies
and economies, gripping
every nation with fear and
anxiety. It is not just the
poor and the marginalised
but also the a!uent and the
corporates who are gripped
with uncertainty. Leaders
of nations with a very high
count of cases must rollout
strategies to cope with the
crisis. At the same time,
even during this testing
time, the leaders of some
powerful nations, especially
the United States, have not
shown the needed
tenderness and compassion
to other nationals working

in their countries. Many of
them now are not assured
of jobs and are looking at
an exit. Human resources
are a great asset to any
countries, and contribute
immensely to the respective
economies. Hence, it is
time national leaders make
wise decisions that are
humane and inclusive.
Rita Dhanabalan,

Chennai

! News of hapless, hungry
and quarantined people in
Agra being treated like
animals is a re"ection of the
apathetic and insensitive
functioning of government
machinery (Editorial,
“Casting out stigma:, April
28). The ghastly incident
makes me think of a thought-
provoking scene in the #lm,
Pratidwandi, directed by the

legend, Satyajit Ray, where
the protagonist raises his
voice vociferously against
administrators on seeing the
plight of job-seekers who are
compelled to wait endlessly
and painfully for their turn to
face the interview in a
cramped hall without seats,
water, food and fans in
summer. It is unfortunate
that even 50 years since its
release, there has not been
much progress in this regard
in establishing political and
administrative accountability
and attitudinal changes in
the delivery of e$cient
governance. 
N. Raveendra Babu,

Hyderabad

Real development
Most of us should stop
daydreaming — that in a
post-COVID-19 world, many

will "ock to India for
economic purposes. India’s
standing in the new order
will be determined by how
Indians restructure
themselves within. Sadly,
when we hear the word
“infrastructure”, we tend to
think of roads, bridges,
railway lines and commercial
complexes. We forget the
social infrastructure — of
health care and education
which are more important to
nation building and which
also reduce inequality.
Human development,
democracy and the
institutions enshrined in the
Constitution are the
prerequisites for a strong
India. Pluralism and
inclusiveness have to be
preserved. Social security in
terms of basic public health
care and free education to all

cannot function with a new
type of hearing — virtual
hearings or video-
conferencing or ‘Courti-nars’
(corrupting the word
seminars). I wish to add that
the new technology could be
used to speed up desk work
in court o$ces. The
functioning of our Courts
leaves much to be desired.
And last but not least, court
proceedings cannot at all but
be an oral hearing face-to-
face with the judges; to cross
swords with them, if
necessary, and arguing cases
forcefully before our
honourable judges in the
larger interests of the Bench,
the Bar and the litigant
public. 
B.M. Baliga,

Bengaluru

must be the priority
(Editorial page, “India in the
post-pandemic world”, April
28).
Nagarajamani M.V.,

Hyderabad

Virtual courts? It’s a no
The Bar Council of India is
right in calling upon the
Supreme Court to open its
doors and function normally.
And, let the top court, High
Courts and all other courts
restrict the entry of the
litigants to reduce crowds
and the pressure on courts —
which should be a part of the
COVID-19 parameters to
observe su$cient
precautions. However, as an
advocate with 45 years of
experience in the Bar, I state
with respect that courts of
law, including the Supreme
Court and High Courts,
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R. Prasad 

W
ith the number of novel
coronavirus cases re-
ported so far continuing

to rise in most States even during
the national lockdown that came
into force since March 25, India
faces the great challenge of con-
taining its spread just days before
the May 3 deadline for lifting the
lockout. With the number of cases
increasing from 519 on March 24 to
nearly 28,000 on April 27, the
lockdown has indeed prevented
an explosion of cases.

As the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) had pointed out on
March 25, the unprecedented
measures of the shutdown can on-
ly buy time and reduce the pres-
sure on the health-care system.
But by itself, it cannot “extinguish
epidemics”. 

Contrary to WHO’s advice of us-
ing the opportunity to carry out
more precise and targeted mea-
sures to chase and contain the vi-
rus, there have been no concerted
e%orts to aggressively test and iso-
late positive cases even in hotspot
and containment areas.

In light of this, will extending
the lockdown become a default
option as was done after the #rst
phase of restriction ended on
April 14 even as the government
believes there is no community
transmission yet in India? Or, as

many experts have been advocat-
ing, will India bite the bullet and
opt for lifting the restrictions in a
phased manner?

Weighing in
Dr. Giridhar R. Babu, an epide-
miologist at the Public Health
Foundation of India, Bengaluru
and a member of the COVID-19
task force of Karnataka and Dr.
Jayaprakash Muliyil formerly with
the Christian Medical College, Vel-
lore, say that without doubt there
will be an increase in the number
of cases once the lockdown is lift-
ed; particularly so as no e%ort was
made to hunt the virus during the
lockdown period. But a careful,
graded approach to lift the restric-
tions can still help prevent a huge
spike in cases and create a con-
comitant strain on the health-care
system. 

Any strategy adopted for lifting
restrictions should bear in mind
that the actual number of people
who have been infected is many
times more than the laboratory-
con#rmed cases. Dr. Babu esti-
mates the total number of infec-
tions to be around 2,50,000 while
Prof. Muliyil says that for every re-
corded case, there are 60 people
who have not been counted.

While extending the lockdown
in hotspot areas appears not only
prudent but also essential, there
should be more focus during the
remaining days of the lockdown
on silent areas that have not re-
ported any case or just a few cases.
Increased surveillance of those ex-
hibiting severe acute respiratory
infection (SARI), in"uenza-like ill-
ness (ILI) and any COVID-19 sus-

pect cases in the silent areas will
help determine if restrictions
should be eased or continued after
May 3. Sikkim, which has walled it-
self up has not reported a single
case; some northeast States have
reported only a few cases. These
States would not need a continued
lockdown, once the true infection
prevalence is ascertained. Most
importantly, the decision on
whether to continue the restric-
tions or not should be taken at the
local level; a centralised approach
to decision making will be hugely
counterproductive.

As Dr. Babu strongly advocates,
it is important to segregate essen-
tial and non-essential activities
and encourage more people to
work from home till such time as
an e%ective vaccine or anti-viral
becomes available. Universal mask
wearing, physical distancing and
observing hand hygiene will help
in curtailing the spread; but these
will not be practical in slums and
other crowded neighbourhoods.

On herd immunity
This brings to the fore a more nat-
ural way to slow down and bring
the epidemic to an end through
herd immunity that happens natu-
rally during an epidemic. Herd im-
munity arises when a sizeable
population gets naturally infected

over a period of time so that the vi-
rus does not easily #nd a suscepti-
ble host to infect, thus bringing the
epidemic to a halt — this is what
Dr. Muliyil and virologist Dr. T. Ja-
cob John advocate.

The herd immunity that these
scientists are referring to is not ve-
ry dissimilar from the one prac-
tised by British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson who intended using it
as a strategy to end the epidemic.
But the di%erence is that while Mr.
Johnson put even the elderly and
those with comorbidities at risk of
infection through his approach,
both these scientists have kept the
interests of the elderly and those
with comorbidities as top priori-
ties. While these two categories of
people who may experience se-
rious symptoms and even death
can protect themselves by self-iso-
lation — also called as reverse qua-
rantine — the young, who mostly
exhibit only mild symptoms, can
go out by following containment
measures together with universal
mask wearing, physical distancing
and hand hygiene.

Strictly following containment
measures, wearing a mask and
maintaining physical distancing
not only slow down the rate of in-
fection but also the rate at which
herd immunity is achieved natu-
rally. But that is a small price to
pay in order to avoid overwhelm-
ing the health-care system, if ma-
ny require hospitalisation.

In the case of H1N1, in 2009, the
swine "u pandemic died out in
two years when 40% of the popu-
lation where the virus was spread-
ing had been naturally infected.
But it comes back each year as the

susceptible population through
new birth grows beyond the
threshold. The same was true for
all the previous in"uenza pandem-
ics — the 1918 Spanish "u, 1957
Asian "u, and 1968 Hong Kong in-
"uenza. Even during the pre-vacci-
nation days, measles used to strike
once in three years and German
measles every seven years. Dr. Ja-
cob John expects at least one year
for herd immunity to develop nat-
urally for the novel coronavirus,
provided shutdowns are eased. 

Though other strains of corona-
virus, which cause the common
cold, infect people almost every
winter, the same strain does not
infect people twice. But the muta-
tions that these viruses undergo
make most people susceptible to
infection. Fortunately, the novel
coronavirus appears more stable
(experiences fewer mutations)
than other in"uenza viruses and
so an infected person may proba-
bly be protected against future dis-
ease, Dr. Muliyil hopes.

WHO cautions that “there is
currently no evidence that people
who have recovered from CO-
VID-19 and have antibodies are
protected from a second infec-
tion”. Infected people may have
some level of protection against
the virus, but the level and dura-
tion of protection is still unknown.
In South Korea, at least 222 people
who have recovered from the dis-
ease have again tested positive. It
is still not clear if it is a case of rein-
fection or reactivation (where in-
fected people have not been able
to completely clear the virus).

prasad.ravindranath@thehindu.co.in

The outline of another pandemic combat strategy 
A way out is to lift restrictions in a graded way, with reverse quarantine for the elderly and those with comorbidities
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T
he current pandemic has
forced us to think about the
plight of workers in our

country. While the virus has de-
monstrated the enormous value of
health workers, it has also en-
hanced public awareness of the pi-
votal role of migrant workers in
our economy. We have been com-
pelled to realise that between 100
million to 125 million people leave
their villages, families and homes
to #nd work far away wherever
they can #nd it; their invisible
hands harvest the crops and feed
us, clean streets, run factories,
build roads, and construct our
houses. 

The trek back home
Living away from home is never
easy. A home is not made of brick
and mortar, certainly not tin or
planks of wood. It is where one
#nds comfort, nurtures relation-
ships, and raises a family. It gives
sanctuary from daily struggles. An
extension of one’s identity, it pro-
vides us a sense of belonging. A
place of tranquillity and serenity,
it is where one longs to be when
not there. This can only be where
one’s family, friends and commun-
ity reside, not an inhospitable,
overcrowded room with strangers.
Not surprisingly, hungry migrant
workers were determined to
trudge hundreds of kilometres to
reach “home” in their village. I be-
lieve many would have preferred
to do so even if they were fed by
their employers or the State,
which clearly they were not. Sure-

ly, they were entirely justi#ed in
asking why Indians stranded
abroad were "own back in special
planes or middle-class students
brought back to their hometowns
from coaching centres in Kota, Ra-
jasthan, but no such arrangements
were made for them? Why this dif-
ferential treatment? Are they not
citizens of the same country? Are
they any less Indian? 

Condition in ‘normal’ times
The current plight of migrant
workers during the lockdown
should become an occasion to re-
"ect on their abysmal condition in
“normal” times. Many “contrac-
tual labourers” rarely see a written
contract. A minimum, regular
wage per month is legally required
but seldom paid. Many do not re-
ceive wages for months, and at the
end of the season when they are #-
nally paid it is often less than what
was agreed. There is a lack of tran-
sparency in accounting — exces-
sive, arbitrary and unexpected de-
ductions from #nal payments are
common. 

Lack of regular wages means
that workers either borrow from
employers or from local money-
lenders. This renders them even
more #nancially vulnerable be-
cause of indebtedness. Quite often
they work long hours, between 10
and 13 hours a day, live in tents or
makeshift shanties without access
to potable water, toilets, and elec-
tricity. I doubt if they are ever fully
protected from the elements. Ma-
ny of them do not have a kitchen
and are forced to eat from local
street vendors who live in similar
conditions. Under such dire work-
ing and living circumstances, is it a
surprise that under an unexpected
lockdown they all wish to return to
their original homes? 

The Prime Minister recently
spoke of the need for empathy and

compassion during pandemics.
These are admirable moral vir-
tues, always necessary, not just in
emergencies. But ultimately, indi-
vidual virtues are insu$cient to
deal with social malaise. For it is
not feelings of individuals but en-
during collective sentiment crys-
tallised around a stable course of
action by public agencies that real-
ly matter. E%ective public policies
are indispensable. Gurudwaras
and non-governmental organisa-
tions may complement its e%orts
to feed the hungry, but it remains
the prime duty of the state to do
so. 

Work, home and dignity
In short, a regime of social policy,
pivotal for a minimal welfare state
must be installed to address the
basic needs of all Indian citizens,
not only during pandemics but for
all times, to meet any contingency.
Socioeconomic rights, including
the right to work, have long been
part of our Directive Principles of
State Policy. By enacting the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act law in
2005, the Indian Parliament had
set in motion a process that makes
a speci#c and signi#cant welfare
provision constitutive of the very
idea of citizenship. To be a citizen
of a polity is to be entitled to an op-
portunity to work. Now, manual
work in extremely hot conditions
on parched terrain is an energy-

draining, back-breaking chore, not
quite a source of self-realisation
central to the emancipatory vision
of Gandhi, Hegel or Marx. And yet,
even such paid manual labour is a
far cry from receiving charity. Un-
der democratic norms of equality,
living on charity is demeaning and
lowers self-esteem. There is a
sense in which any voluntary
work, no matter how arduous,
quietly uplifts and enhances digni-
ty and basic self-respect — a point
gracefully underscored by a group
of painters (migrant labour) in Pal-
sana, Sikar in Rajasthan, when
they chose to give a fresh coat of
paint to an entire school building
in return for the shelter provided
to them during lockdown. 

Work is one among many sourc-
es of satisfaction and self-respect.
Our Directive Principles focus on
others — proper housing, for in-
stance. It is time the state took
these seriously. While no state can
build a home — which needs per-
sonal care and must be our own
handiwork — the right to housing
can certainly be guaranteed for it
is implicit in the article enjoining
the state to provide a decent stan-
dard of living. 

Multiple deprivations
However, such social policies will
not be forthcoming unless we,
who make these policies, stopped
viewing the poor as sub-human.
This is a controversial statement
and requires some explanation. I
believe the best of us carry the im-
age of the poor as labouring crea-
tures with basic material needs
who beget children. They su%er
when deprived of these material
needs. Our humanity lies in em-
pathetically acknowledging this
su%ering. This, however, is not an
image that we have of ourselves.
We have more complex social, cul-
tural, political and even spiritual

needs. We need quality time with
our children, and leisure for our-
selves; companionship and friend-
ship, a "ourishing social life; mus-
ic, literature, art, poetry; time to
ful#l our obligations in the public
domain. And of course, we need
our privacy, hours of solitude,
space for self-re"ection. Our suf-
fering too is di%erent: we have an-
xieties and phobias, inner turmoil,
loss of a sense of self. 

Assuming these profound di%e-
rences between them and us, it
does not cross our minds that the
poor have multiple deprivations —
not only material but social, cultu-
ral, familial, spiritual. When did a
policymaker ever worry about the
quality of family or spiritual life
among the poor? Or whether they
have time for their children or for
leisure? Or how impoverished
they might be because of their in-
ability to adequately self-re"ect. 

I do not wish to make the ab-
surd demand that our state poli-
cies be designed to care for all
these non-material needs. My
point is that unless policymakers
have the same conception of the
poor as they have of themselves —
persons with rich, varied and com-
plex needs — they will not realise
the grave consequences of the ma-
terial deprivations endured by the
poor or show the urgency to re-
move them. In short, policymak-
ers need to realise that they deal
with complete human beings. Un-
less they are able to vividly ima-
gine the poor as fully human they
will never design proper policies
to address even their material
needs. Alas, this will not happen
unless policymakers feel their
pain — literature and cinema can
help here — and there is real, conti-
nuing contact between the two. 

Rajeev Bhargava is Professor, Centre for

the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi

Vividly imagining the life of migrant workers 
A regime of social policy must be installed to meet the basic needs of all citizens at all times – not only during pandemics

Rajeev Bhargava
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f it took 94 days to reach one million novel coronavi-
rus cases on April 3 after China reported the #rst
cluster of 41 cases to WHO on December 31, the num-

ber of days needed to double to two million sharply re-
duced to 12. It again took just 12 more days to cross
three million cases globally on April 27 night. The virus
has now spread to 188 countries/regions. The true num-
ber of infections will be several-fold higher as most
countries have not been testing people who have mild
or no symptoms. For instance, in the U.S., the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention has said that those
with mild symptoms of COVID-19 who do not meet the
criteria for priority testing will not be tested. While new
cases have declined in Europe, there is an uptick in Afri-
ca and South America. The virus is still spreading quick-
ly in the U.S. — with 0.99 million cases, it has the most
number of cases globally, a little more than four times
that of Spain, which has the second most number of
cases. There have been over 2.1 lakh deaths worldwide,
with the U.S. again accounting for the most — over
56,600, which is double that of Italy — over 27,000.
New York City alone has 17,515 deaths, which is multiple
times higher than that of many countries. The mortality
#gures too may be an underestimation.

India has reported over 30,300 cases and 973
deaths, based on data collated from States. The number
of cases has multiplied several-fold from over 600 since
the national lockdown from March 25. At nearly 8,600
cases, Maharashtra has the maximum in the country;
Dharavi alone has 330 cases and 18 deaths. With a pop-
ulation close to 1,00,000 that lives cheek by jowl, phys-
ical distancing is an impossible luxury. A central team
has indicated that nearly 3,000 people might need in-
stitutional quarantine in the absence of e%ective con-
tainment in Dharavi. In this context, India could look at
the experience of Singapore. Much appreciated for its
e%orts in almost containing the spread of the virus early
on, the city-state has seen numbers rising since late
March. Fresh cases have been reported from dormito-
ries that house over 0.2 million migrant workers from
other countries. The crowding in the dormitories,
which is akin to what is seen in Dharavi and other slums
in India, has provided an ideal setting for easy infection
spread. Despite shutting down educational institutions
and workplaces on April 3, when the number of cases
was 1,114, and moving many workers to alternative ac-
commodation and quarantining others, it has not been
able to contain the spread; nearly 15,000 cases have
been reported as on April 28. As India nears the end of
its extended lockdown, it needs to learn from the suc-
cesses and failures of other countries.

No end in sight
India must learn from other countries in

devising strategies to contain the epidemic 

T
he Reserve Bank of India’s decision to open a spe-
cial facility to ensure the availability of adequate
liquidity for the mutual fund industry is a timely

move in signalling to investors that the central bank is
alert to the need to preserve #nancial stability in these
challenging times. In assigning &50,000 crore exclu-
sively for commercial banks to lend to mutual funds,
the RBI made clear on Monday that it wants to tamp
down on any build-up of liquidity strains at mutual
fund houses in the wake of heightened volatility in the
capital markets and increased redemption pressures as
a fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic. The proximate trig-
ger for the central bank’s move was last week’s announ-
cement by Franklin Templeton Mutual Fund that it was
winding up six debt funds — funds that collectively had
assets under management (AUM) amounting to about
&26,000 crore. The RBI has rightly recognised the ur-
gent need to ward o% any incipient contagion impact
from the closure of these six funds. With the overall in-
dustry-wide AUM for debt funds at about &15-lakh crore,
it was crucial for the banking regulator to reassure in-
vestors that liquidity need not be a concern while de-
ciding on whether to retain or redeem their invest-
ments in these mutual funds. The Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI) had, separately, last week,
sought to assure investors that a majority of debt fund
schemes had “invested in superior credit quality secur-
ities” and had appropriate liquidity to back their nor-
mal operations.

While the facility is a straightforward 90-day repo-
based lending window from which banks can avail cre-
dit to provide loans to mutual funds, there are concerns
about the banking industry’s willingness to expose it-
self to the credit risk involved in making these fresh
loans. That the RBI was cognisant of this is evident in
the way that the norms have been tailor-made to incen-
tivise the banks to lend. From allowing banks to breach
their 25% ceiling on held-to-maturity investments as a
consequence of lending to mutual funds, to exempting
the support extended from banks’ overall capital mar-
ket exposure limits, the central bank has sought to ease
the "ow of credit to the fund houses. Still, if the recent
experience of getting lenders to support the non-bank-
ing #nancial companies through a targeted long-term
repo operation backed by &50,000 crore is any pointer,
clearly the banking industry — beset by bad loans — ap-
pears to have little appetite for adding any credit that it
deems risky. Moreover, with the economy still in lock-
down and the credit ratings of even relatively well-esta-
blished companies facing a real and not-too-distant
threat of downgrades, how willing banks would be to
use this facility to lend to debt mutual funds remains to
be seen. The Centre may need to be ready to step in
with direct intervention if the RBI’s gambit fails to ease
the pressure on mutual funds.

Signalling support
RBI’s liquidity facility for mutual funds still

hinges on banks’ willingness to lend
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OPED

Mr. M.K. Gandhi has joined the All India
Home Rule League and accepted the o!ce
of the President of the League. Mr. Gandhi
writing to the press in that condition says
that he would engage the league, if he can
carry the members with him, in activities
such as the promotion of Swadeshi, Hindu-
Moslem unity, with special reference to Khi-
lafat, acceptance of Hindustani as the na-
tional “lingua franca” and linguistic redistri-
bution of provinces. He proposes to treat the
Home Rule League as a non-party organisa-
tion and considers the Congress of which
the League is an auxiliary as a national or-
ganisation providing a platform for all par-
ties. While he will not expect the League to
follow him in civil disobedience methods, he
expects the principles of uncompromising
truth and honesty in political life accepted
and acted upon by the All-India Home Rule
League. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 29, 1920. 

All-Indian Home Rule League.

In his now-legendary dissenting judg-
ment, delivered at the height of Indi-
ra Gandhi’s Emergency, Justice H.R.
Khanna, invoking Justice Brandeis of
the U.S. Supreme Court, wrote that
“[the] greatest danger to liberty lies
in insidious encroachment by men of
zeal, well-meaning but lacking in due
deference for the rule of law.” Justice
Khanna was not speaking about the
crushing of freedom at the point of a
bayonet. He was concerned, rather,
about situations where the govern-
ment used the excuse of a catas-
trophe to ignore the rule of law. Qu-
oting Brandeis, he said, “experience
should teach us, “to be most on our
guard to protect liberty when the Go-
vernment’s purposes are
bene"cent.”

Today we live in the midst of a
grave public health crisis. There is lit-
tle doubt that the government is best
placed to tackle the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Doing so requires it to take ex-
traordinary actions. This is why the
e#orts of the Central and State go-
vernments to maintain a nationwide
lockdown, to enforce norms of phys-
ical distancing and to restrict move-
ment, have been met with support.

It can be tempting in these circum-
stances to argue that the executive’s
powers are limitless; that, if the go-
vernment so chooses, fundamental
rights can be suspended at will. The
pandemic, the argument goes, is an
existential threat and the paramount
need to save lives takes precedence
over all other interests. Appealing
though it is, this argument is not only
wrong but also dangerous, for pre-
cisely the reasons that Justice Khan-
na outlined: when faced with crises,
governments — acting for all the right
reasons — are invariably prone to
overreach. Any temporary measures
they impose have a disturbing habit
of entrenching themselves into the
landscape and creating a ‘new nor-
mal’ well after the crisis has passed.
Paying close attention to civil rights,
therefore, becomes critical, not to
impede the government’s e#orts, but
to ensure that rights — fragile at the
best of times, and particularly vul-
nerable in a crisis — are not perma-
nently e#aced.

Data and public health
The state’s most signi"cant respons-
es to the pandemic have been predi-

cated on an invasive use of technolo-
gy, that seeks to utilise people’s
personal health data. While the mea-
sures deployed intuitively sound rea-
sonable, the mediums used in imple-
menting the programme overlook
important concerns relating to the
rights to human dignity and privacy.

Broadly, technology has been in-
voked at three levels. First, in creat-
ing a list of persons suspected to be
infected with COVID-19; second, in
deploying geo-fencing and drone im-
agery to monitor compliance by qua-
rantined individuals; and third,
through the use of contact-tracing
smartphone applications, such as
AarogyaSetu.

Each of these measures has in-
duced a miasma of despair. In creat-
ing a list of infected persons, State
governments have channelled the
Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897. But
this law scarcely accords the state
power to publicise this information.
What’s more, these lists have also
generated substantial second-order
harms. As the director of the All In-
dia Institute of Medical Science, Dr.
Randeep Guleria, pointed out, the
stigma attached to the disease has
led to an increase in morbidity and
mortality rates, since many with CO-
VID-19 or $u-like symptoms have re-
fused to go to hospitals.

The use of geo-fencing and drone
technologies is similarly unsanc-
tioned. While cell-phone based sur-
veillance might be plausible under
the Telegraph Act of 1885, until now
the orders authorising surveillance
have not been published. Moreover,
the modi"ed surveillance drones

used are equipped with the ability to
conduct thermal imaging, night-time
reconnaissance, and also — as some
private vendors have claimed — the
ability to integrate facial recognition
into existing databases such as Aad-
haar. Contrary to regulations made
under the Aircraft Act of 1934, the
drones deployed also do not appear
to possess any visible registration or
licensing. Indeed, many of the mo-
dels are simply not permitted for use
in India.

Most concerning amongst the
measures invoked is the use of con-
tact-tracing applications that pro-
mise to provide users a deep insight
into the movements of a COVID-19
carrier. The purported aim here is to
ensure that a person who comes into
contact with a carrier can quarantine
herself. Although the e!cacy of ap-
plications such as these have been
questioned by early adopters, such
as Singapore, the Union government
has made AarogyaSetu, its contact-
tracing application, its signal res-
ponse to the pandemic.

Thus far, details of the applica-
tion’s technical architecture and its
source code have not been made pu-
blic. The programme also shares
worrying parallels with the Aadhaar
project in that its institution is not
backed by legislation. Like Aadhaar it
increasingly seems that the applica-
tion will be used as an object of coer-
cion. There have already been re-
ports of employees of both private
and public institutions being com-
pelled to download the application.
Also, much like Aadhaar, AarogyaSe-
tu is framed as a necessary techno-

logical invasion into personal priva-
cy, in a bid to achieve a larger social
purpose. But without a statutory fra-
mework, and in the absence of a data
protection law, the application’s
reach is boundless. One shudders to
think how the huge tranches of per-
sonal data that it will collect will be
deployed.

The importance of civil rights
The Supreme Court’s judgment in
K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India
(2017) is renowned for its incanta-
tion, that each of us is guaranteed a
fundamental right to privacy. But the
Court also recognised that the Con-
stitution is not the sole repository of
this right, or indeed of the right to
personal liberty. For these are free-
doms that inhere in all of us. The
Court additionally thought it impor-
tant, as Justice S.K. Kaul wrote, that
the majority opinions of Justice
Khanna’s brethren be buried “ten
fathom deep, with no chance of
resurrection.”

To be sure, the right to privacy is
not absolute. There exist circum-
stances in which the right can be leg-
itimately curtailed. However, any
such restriction, as the Court held in
Puttaswamy, must be tested against
the requirements of legality, necessi-
ty and the doctrine of proportionali-
ty. This will require government to
show us, "rst, that the restriction is
sanctioned by legislation; second,
that the restriction made is in pur-
suance of a legitimate state aim;
third, that there exists a rational rela-
tionship between the purpose and
the restriction made; and fourth,
that the State has chosen the “least
restrictive” measure available to
achieve its objective.

In this case, not only are the go-
vernment’s technological solutions
unfounded in legislation, there is al-
so little to suggest that they represent
the least restrictive measures availa-
ble. A pandemic cannot be a pretext
to abnegate the Constitution. Inter
arma silent leges, said Cicero: “For
among [times of ] arms, the laws fall
mute”. But our "ght against CO-
VID-19 is no war. Even if it were, our
Constitution is intended for all times
— for times of peace and for times of
crises.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate
practising at the Madras High Court;
Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer; and
Apar Gupta is a lawyer and executive
director of the Internet Freedom Foundation

The government’s technology solutions to !ght COVID-19 do not meet minimum legal requirements 

Privacy concerns during a pandemic 

Suhrith Parthasarathy, 
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South Asia, one of the world’s most popu-
lous regions, is also a#ected by the COVID-19
pandemic. Both Karachi and Mumbai,
among the world’s most densely populated
cities, where we live and work, are being
overwhelmed by cases. While the death rate
in these places may not be as alarming as in
Europe and the U.S., the collateral damage of
the lockdown is taking its own toll. 

While there are many di#erences amongst
the countries of the region, there are also
common features which impact the health of
its people, some of them a result of our
shared cultural and geopolitical history. The
collective experience of dealing with CO-
VID-19 may provide important lessons,
which transcend national boundaries. 

Poor healthcare system
South Asian countries have invested very lit-
tle in health. This is re$ected in our abysmal-
ly low health parameters. It is interesting
that Britain, which formulated our health
policies before independence, went on to
form one of the world’s strongest public
health systems, the National Health Service,
whereas its South Asian colonies chose to
stray from that path. This resulted in a dys-
functional public healthcare system.

Governments have also relinquished what
ought to have been their primary duty, of
health care provision, to the private sector.
Having become an industry, the focus of
healthcare in the private sector is on pro"t
rather than on people’s needs. Whilst priva-
tisation has brought in advanced technology
and expertise, the high costs of treatment in
the private sector have resulted in impover-
ishment as most of the population has no in-
surance or third-party coverage, and pays
out of pocket. The sector has also been poor-
ly regulated. The result is that it is responsi-
ble for several excesses in its quest for pro"t. 

Hunger, malnutrition, poor sanitation and
large-scale migration are features of this re-
gion. Existing infectious diseases like TB,
HIV and malaria have been worsened by
emerging ones like dengue, chikungunya,
healthcare-associated infections and antimi-
crobial resistance. The region is also an epi-
centre of an epidemic of lifestyle diseases. 

Constant internal and external con$icts in
South Asia not only consume a large portion
of national budgets, but also divert the atten-
tion of the public and policymakers from

healthcare needs. Defence budgets take the
largest share of national budgets, and ob-
viously adversely impact social sector spend-
ing. Underfunded public health is going to
hinder our capacity to "ght COVID-19.

Religion continues to occupy a central
space in the society and politics of the re-
gion. Though it o#ers succour to many, reli-
gious dogma can impact health policy and
health-seeking behaviour. The refusal of de-
votees across Pakistan to avoid religious con-
gregations during Ramadan despite the go-
vernment’s orders has signi"cantly fed the
community spread of the virus. On the other
hand, the Tablighi Jamaat congregation in
Delhi was used to whip up sentiments
against the entire Muslim population in In-
dia. This will only put a further strain on the
social fabric. The medical community must
emphasise that religious practices cannot be
exceptions to epidemic-control practices.

A silver lining
If there is a silver lining, COVID-19 has forced
us to seriously re$ect on our healthcare sys-
tem. This is welcome if it results in policy
change. Healthcare professionals and bodies
must seize this opportunity to push our res-
pective governments to address it seriously
and not just as a pre-election strategy. A
long-term commitment to universal health
care, with not only a national but also a re-
gional and global focus, is needed. 

The SAARC heads of state have already of-
fered help to one another. A regional strate-
gy has a better chance of controlling the pan-
demic than isolated national-level e#orts.
Pooling of resources and sharing data may
not only help $atten the curve but perhaps
even develop into longer-term e#orts to-
wards e#ective treatment. It is being specu-
lated that our populations are behaving di#e-
rently; that the BCG vaccine may be a
protective in$uence. Joint research into such
areas can be a unifying point for SAARC. 

The region’s healthcare community has
many tasks. We have the responsibility of
upholding science as the guiding principle of
policy, of guarding against fake cures, uneth-
ical experimentation and quackery. We also
have the onerous task of convincing our peo-
ple that regional con$icts fuelled by geopolit-
ical interests are not in our mutual interest.
This could even mean standing up to popu-
list narratives on nationalism and reminding
our citizens that the real threat to the secur-
ity of our nations is our misplaced priorities.
It is in our collective interest to look at health
security and not just national security. By
the accident of their birth, South Asians have
endured a lot. They merit better.

Aamir Jafarey is a surgeon based in Karachi and

Sanjay Nagral is a surgeon based in Mumbai

A task for South Asia 
The virus reminds us that it is in our collective interest to
look at health security and not just national security

Aamir Jafarey & Sanjay Nagral 
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The pandemic has compelled the go-
vernment to suspend work, move-
ment, businesses, services, liberty
and more. The Constitution itself, ho-
wever, cannot be suspended. Any
measures enforced under statutory
frameworks must conform to the
Constitution. Nevertheless, practical-
ly, with the near-complete shutdown
of India’s justice system, such opera-
tion of the Constitution lies in limbo.

Several situations today warrant
the intervention of the judiciary. For
instance, the enforcement of the con-
stitutional rights of life, health and
food requires urgent resolution. Any
constitutional challenge, however,
requires unfettered access to lawyers
and courts. The non-inclusion of
both in the state’s list of permitted ac-
tivities e#ectively denies such access.

Peculiarly, the judiciary too has re-
treated into the background. While
the higher courts are hearing ‘urgent’
matters, the lower courts are enter-
taining only ‘remand’ cases. In doing
so, they have ceded important consti-
tutional and legal space to the execu-
tive. Video-based online proceedings
have been proposed as an alterna-
tive. But their success rests on the as-
sumption that everyone has equal ac-
cess to properly functioning
equipment as well as fast Internet.
The idea also assumes that all courts
are Internet-enabled and all func-
tionaries are tech-savvy.

No legal protection 
Meanwhile, the state is still active in
its traditional policing functions. In
Guwahati, on April 7, two activists
were arrested in connection with a
2018 case, a day after complaining
that o!cials were siphoning o# rice
meant for public distribution. Last
week, the Delhi police booked two
students under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act, in a case related
to communal violence in Delhi over
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act of
2019. Article 22 of the Constitution
guarantees every individual the right
to consult and to be defended by a le-
gal practitioner of their choice upon
being arrested or detained in custody
by the state. While arrests by the pol-
ice are rampant, legal protection has

almost vanished on account of non-
functioning lawyers and courts.
Without legal practitioners being
classi"ed as essential, one wonders if
fundamental rights can substantively
be enforced.

Moreover, in the enforcement of
lockdown, reports of summary pun-
ishments by the police without any
sanction of the law are pouring in
from across the country. Videos of
police forcing persons to perform
push-ups and squats; vandalising ve-
getable carts; and harassing migrant
labourers and the homeless are evi-
dence of arbitrariness. The ease with
which we have given up on the prin-
ciples of rule of law is deplorable.

With justice being inaccessible,
the populace has become powerless
in both the public and private
spheres. The National Commission
for Women has reported an increase
in incidents of domestic violence.
Despite abusers and victims being
locked down for over 40 days, the in-
stitutional response has been to take
away the civil remedy of obtaining
‘protection orders’ against the abus-
er under the Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act, 2005.

The lacunae must be remedied
In contrast to India’s response, the
U.K. "rst noti"ed legal practitioners
as key workers and then noti"ed how
di#erent categories of courts shall
function. In the U.S., the Department
of Homeland Security categorises
‘workers supporting the operations
of the judicial system’ as essential. 

In India, the judiciary and the ex-
ecutive should have instituted means
to serve the cause of justice. A com-
prehensive response should have
outlined the minimum judicial infras-
tructural requirements; the nature,
type and manner of priority cases;
enforcement of physical distancing
guidelines; and list of key personnel
permitted to ply to and from courts,
prisons, police stations, residences,
etc. These lacunae must be reme-
died. Justice must not become a ca-
sualty to the pandemic.

G. S. Bajpai is a Professor and Chairperson of

the Centre for Criminology and Victimology at

National Law University Delhi; Ankit Kaushik is

a Research Associate there. Views are personal

Unlocking justice in the lockdown 
Without legal practitioners being classi!ed as
essential, fundamental rights cannot be realised 

G. S. Bajpai & Ankit Kaushik

The Pakistan President, Gen. Yahya Khan’s
plans for framing a new constitution have
been severely criticised in East Pakistan and
last Sunday, a political demonstration was
organised to protest against the terms of his
Legal Framework Order. The Working Com-
mittee of the East Pakistan Awami League,
the biggest political party in the east and led
by Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, has raised ob-
jections to Sections 25 and 27 of the Presi-
dential Order. The "rst says that, if the Presi-
dent refuses to authenticate the Constitution
Bill, the National Assembly will stand dis-
solved and fresh elections will be held. Sec-
tion 27 provides that any doubt as to the in-
terpretation of the Order must be resolved
by the President, not by the Assembly. The
Awami League argues that these provisions
render illusory the sovereign character of
the constituent assembly and that the two
o#ending sections should be removed.
Another leading party of East Pakistan, the
National Awami Party, takes objection to the
doctrine that Islamic ideology should per-
meate the constitution. It says that the e#ect
of this provision will be to perpetuate com-
munal division within the people and de-
prive the religious minorities of their funda-
mental rights. The N.A.P. also holds that the
Order will not permit the concession of full
regional autonomy for East Pakistan or for
the provinces of West Pakistan.

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 29, 1970

Yahya Khan faces criticism
(From an editorial)
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prehension among health-
care workers, sometimes
leading to impaired func-
tionality of such hospitals,’’
it said.

The Ministry has said gui-
delines have been issued
that all health care facilities
(HCF) have a sta!ng plan in
place including a contingen-
cy plan for infection in sta"
and patients to maintain
continuity of operations.

“Sta" HCF can be divided
into groups to work on rota-
tion basis every 14 days and
a group of back up sta"
which is pooled in case
some high risk exposure
with suspected COVID-19 in-
fection is detected,” it has
suggested.

“It is also noticed that in ma-
ny places they are insisting
on COVID-19 tests before
providing services. The Mi-
nistry wants to insist that all
health centres should re-
main open and cater to pa-
tients,” the Health Ministry
said.

The Ministry said that
across India there have been
some instances of hospitals
having closed down as few
health care workers work-
ing there turned out to be
positive for COVID -19. 

“Also some non-COVID
health facilities have report-
ed con#rmation of CO-
VID-19, in patients admitted
for unrelated/non-respirato-
ry illness, causing undue ap-

51 more deaths as 
cases near 30,000 

nister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday directing o!cials
to encourage use of plasma
therapy for the treatment of
infected people and to in-
crease testing capacity. 

Delhi, Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra, among other States,
have started clinical trials
for the plasma-based
treatment.

“The IRCS may like to take
up this at the earliest so that
the blood collected from the
recovered patients could be
used for transfusion for the
bene#t of corona patients,”
the Ministry said.

Several States across In-
dia too have been using and
advocating for the therapy
with Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi-

Ministry does U-turn 
on plasma therapy 

build resilience to future
shocks”, an o!cial state-
ment said. 

During an April 9 tele-
phone meeting, ADB Presi-
dent Masatsugu Asakawa
told Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman that apart
from emergency needs, the
bank was also willing to sup-
port “short- to medium-
term measures to restore
the dynamic economic
growth of the country by ex-
ploring all available #nanc-
ing options”, it added. This
would include support for
the MSMEs by facilitating ac-
cess to #nance through cre-
dit guarantee schemes, inte-
gration into global and
national value chains
through enterprise develop-
ment centers, and a credit
enhancement facility for in-
frastructure projects. 

It will also be used to pro-
vide social protection for 80
crore poor people over the
next three months, accord-
ing to Finance Ministry ad-
ditional secretary Sameer
Kumar Khare, who signed
the loan agreement.

The loan, approved by
the ADB under its COVID-19
Active Response and Expen-
diture Support (CARES) Pro-
gramme, is the bank’s lar-
gest ever to India. The
Centre will also take the
ADB's technical support to
strengthen its implementa-
tion framework and capaci-
ties to deliver the Rs. 1.7 lakh
crore welfare package an-
nounced last month.

The bank was also in talks
to provide “further possible
support for stimulating the
economy, support strong
growth recovery, and to

$1.5 billion ADB loan to
fund COVID response 

and said the priests repri-
manded him and berated
him.” However, he added,
there was no caste angle as
the priests also belonged to
the same caste group as the
accused. Both priests hailed
from Aligarh district and
turned priests only a decade
ago. “Sher Singh su"ered
from an ailment that limited
his movement,” said Mr.
Kumar.

Congress general secrea-
tary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
tweeted that the killings
should not be politicised
and the crime should be in-
vestigated. Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav
said the incident should not
be politicised; instead, the
reasons for such a violent
and criminal mindset
should be investigated and
action should be taken. 

In the FIR, chowkidar Amin-
chand stated that he saw
Murari running away with a
sword and he made noise,
prompting villagers to pur-
sue him. Later, Harendra
Kumar, Superintendent of
Police (Rural), told The Hin-

du that the murder weapon
was a lathi [stick]. “The na-
ture of injuries also suggest-
ed the same. We have reco-
vered the murder weapon.
The chowkidar made the in-
itial statement on the basis
of what the villagers had
told him,” he said.

Mr. Kumar said locals
con#rmed that Murari was a
drug addict and had a vio-
lent streak. “Till afternoon,
he was not in his senses to
record a statement as he
was under the in$uence of
‘bhang’ [cannabis]. Later,
he admitted to the crime

Two priests found dead 
at U.P. temple premises 

A day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi consulted
Chief Ministers on the lock-
down, the Congress on Tues-
day said the “nation is wait-
ing” for him to spell out a
clear exit strategy for the
containment that ends on
May 3.

“We once again appeal to
the Prime Minister to come
out with a clear exit strategy
for the lockdown, to state
the road map for economic
revival and to deal with the
health pandemic post May 3
as also restrict the lockdown
only to hotspot zones,” Con-

gress communication chief
Randeep Surjewala told re-
porters through
videoconference.

The Prime minister was
expected to lead the nation
in crises like these. “No one
has still heard from the
Prime Minister about the ex-
it strategy or the road map

and that is an area of serious
concern,” he said.

Financial plan
Mr. Surjewala claimed that
the Chief Ministers request-
ed the Prime Minister to tell
the nation what is the exit
strategy. “What is the road
map for the future post 3rd

of May? How is the Prime Mi-
nister going to come out with
#nancial action plan part-II
as Shrimati Sonia Gandhi has
repeatedly demanded, and
so have many other experts,
to mitigate starvation, kick-
start the economy, return of
the migrant labour or start-
ing small, medium and mi-
cro businesses,” he asked.

On Monday, Puducherry
Chief Minister V. Narayana-
samy, after the videoconfe-
rence with the Prime Minis-
ter, told reporters that most
of the Chief Ministers had
urged Mr. Modi to adopt a
cautious approach to lifting
the lockdown.

What is PM’s exit strategy: Cong.
Party seeks road map for economic revival and to deal with pandemic post May 3
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The Congress on Tuesday
asked Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to “explain” why
his government had “writ-
ten o"” bank loans worth
%68,607 crore taken by the
top 50 defaulters, including
Nirav Modi, Mehul Choksi
and Vijay Mallya, at a time
when the country is #ghting
the coronavirus [COVID-19]
pandemic.

The party cited a reply of
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to an Right to Informa-
tion (RTI) query and
claimed that until March
2020, the government had
written o" loans worth
%6.66 lakh crore since 2014.

‘Truth held back’
Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi, in a tweet,
said though the government
had refused to answer him
in Parliament, the RBI has
now put out the list, which
includes names of BJP’s
“friends”.

“I asked a straight ques-
tion in Parliament — state
the names of the 50 top
bank loan defaulters in the
country. The Finance Minis-
ter refused to answer the
question. Now the RBI has
given the names of Nirav
Modi, Mehul Choksi and ma-
ny of BJP’s ‘friends’ in the

list of bank frauds. That is
why this truth was held back
from Parliament,” Mr. Gand-
hi tweeted in Hindi.

Addressing an online
press conference, Congress
chief spokesperson Ran-
deep Surjewala said, “This
is a classic case of promot-
ing the ‘dupe, deceive and
depart’ policy of the Modi
government, which can no
longer be accepted and the
Prime Minister has to
answer.”

Mr. Surjewala said while
the entire country is #ghting
the coronavirus, the Centre
doesn’t have money to pay
to States but still decided
write o" %68,307 crore of
defaulters.

“This re$ects the miscon-
ceived priorities and dis-
honest intentions of the Mo-
di government,” he said.

Cong. questions govt.’s
!68,607 cr.-loan ‘write-o" ’
Defaulters include ‘BJP’s friends’: Rahul 
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Rahul Gandhi

Worried over father’s
health: Tejashwi 
PATNA

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
expressed concern over the
health of his imprisoned
father Lalu Prasad who is
undergoing treatment at the
Rajendra Institute of Medical
Sciences in Ranchi, after a
patient there tested positive
for COVID-19. “It’s worrisome
to know that the doctors
treating my father may have
been infected with COVID-19.
I join 12 crore Biharis in
expressing concern.” 

IN BRIEF

Release Teltumbde and
Navlakha: PUDR
NEW DELHI

Activists Anand Teltumbde
and Gautam Navlakha, who
surrendered before the
National Investigation Agency
in Mumbai and Delhi
respectively on April 14 in
connection with the Bhima
Koregaon case, should be
given interim bail in view of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
People’s Union for
Democratic Rights (PUDR)
demanded on Tuesday. In a
statement, it said other
vulnerable prisoners of
advanced age and ailments
should also be released.

Most posts flaged by U.P.
police inflammatory 
LUCKNOW

Since March 16, most of the
offensive and inflammatory
social media posts around
COVID-19 flagged by the
Uttar Pradesh police were
related to communal issues.
Of the 578 FIRs lodged by
them against objectionable
posts online, the majority,
310, are those that could
“impact communal harmony,”
the UP DGP headquarters said
in a state-ment. While 151
posts related to spreading
misinformation or rumours,
117 were linked to other
reasons like indecent
remarks, said the police.

Eighty two persons have
been arrested in Bihar for
spreading communal dishar-
mony on social media after
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

The police have lodged
153 cases in the past one
month. O!cials said most of
the arrested were those post-
ing in$ammatory and com-
munal messages on social
media.

“Eighty two people have

been arrested and 153 cases
#led since March 22 after the
#rst COVID-19 case was de-
tected in the State,” Addi-
tional Director General of
Police (Headquarters) Jiten-
dra Kumar told mediaper-
sons. The number of cases
had gone up from 104 to 153
in the past 10 days, he
added.

BDO’s complaint
On April 20, the Biharsharief
Block Development O!cer

(BDO) in Nalanda district,
Rajiv Ranjan, lodged an FIR
at the Laheri police station
against two Bajrang Dal
members, Kundan Kumar
Mahto and Dhiraj Kumar,
and #ve unidenti#ed per-
sons, for fanning communal
tension at the Bharavpur
chowk by putting sa"ron
$ags at shops owned by Hin-
dus. They were also urging
locals to buy only from
shops owned by Hindus,
said the BDO. “This could

lead to a communal tension
in the area,” he added. Ho-
wever, even after a week
none has been arrested in
the case.

Similar cases have been
lodged in Muza"arpur, Sha-
habad, Katihar and Saran
districts too. In Katihar, the
police arrested an individual
who was running a portal for
propagating a fake video
about a COVID-19 patient
moving around unattended
in a government facility. 

82 arrested in Bihar for communal posts
Police have lodged 153 cases in the past one month of lockdown 

special correspondent

PATNA

A report compiled by the NI-
TI Aayog has questioned the
methodology adopted by an
Australian-based institute to
rank India as the seventh
worst terrorism a"ected
country ahead of con$ict-
ridden countries such as the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, South Sudan, Sudan,
Burkina Faso, Palestine and
Lebanon.

The report also questions
the opaque funding of the
Institute for Economics and
Peace (IEP). Emailed quer-
ies by the government think
tank, seeking list of its do-
nors, remained unan-
swered. India has moved to
the seventh position from
the previous year’s eighth in
the annual Global Terrorism
Index (GTI) 2019. The coun-
tries ahead of it are Afghan-
istan, Iraq, Nigeria, Syria,
Pakistan and Somalia.

In March, the Cabinet Se-
cretariat asked NITI Aayog
to track 32 such global indic-
es to see how they could

help drive reforms and
growth.

An o!cial said the posi-
tioning in the global indices
impacted investments and
other opportunities. 

“The purpose was to see
which of the indices can be
used to drive reforms or
which of these would re-
quire some amount of en-
gagement with the publish-
ing agency to make the
indices more relevant,” a NI-
TI Aayog o!cial said.

“Emailed queries sent to
the IEP requesting a list of
its donors have also re-
mained unanswered. The
IEP’s 2019 annual report
shows that the organisation
has only 12 full-time sta", 12
full-time equivalent sta"
and 6 volunteers,” the re-
port said.

Report questions opaque funding
Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

NITI Aayog slams
India’s terror ranking

<> Positioning in the
global indices
impacted
investments and
other
opportunities

CRPF officer dies of
COVID-19 in Delhi
NEW DELHI

A 55-year-old Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) Sub-
Inspector died of COVID-19 at
the Safdarjung Hospital here
on Tuesday. This is the first
such death reported in the
Central Armed Police Force,
comprising the CRPF, the
Border Security Force, the
Central Industrial Security
Force, the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police, the Sashastra
Seema Bal and the Assam
Rifles. A resident of Barpeta
in Assam, the deceased was
posted at the CRPF unit at
Mayur Vihar in East Delhi. A
senior CRPF official said the
victim was a diabetic.

Bihar BJP chief Dr. Sanjay
Jayaswal said the failure of
employer States, especially
in western India, to keep
migrant labour in good
conditions may lead to a
“fourth lockdown” till at
least the festival of
“Chhatth” (celebrated in
Bihar and eastern Uttar
Pradesh in
October-November.)

He said there was need
for an uniform country-
wide policy for the return
of migrant labour and stu-
dents to their States.

“However poor a person
is, at least in rural India,
they don’t starve. Cereals
and grains are available
even to landless labourers.
Employers and State go-
vernments depending on
migrant labour should take
this into account, and
should have taken better
care. Now we want our pe-
ople back at least after May
3,” he said. “We are looking
at the prospect of a fourth
lockdown till ‘Chhatth’ in
western India, solely on ac-
count of labour that pow-
ers their economies having
returned home.”

‘Country stares
at a fourth
lockdown too’
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi

The U.S. Commission on In-
ternational Religious Free-
dom (USCIRF) has down-
graded India to the lowest
ranking, “countries of partic-
ular concern” (CPC) in its
2020 report. The report, re-
leased in Washington by the
federal government commis-
sion that functions as an ad-
visory body, placed India
alongside countries, includ-
ing China, North Korea, Sau-
di Arabia and Pakistan. India
was categorised as a “Tier 2
country” in last year’s list-
ing. This is the #rst time
since 2004 that India has
been placed in this category.

“India took a sharp down-
ward turn in 2019,” the com-
mission noted in its report,
which included speci#c con-
cerns about the Citizenship
Amendment Act, the pro-
posed National Register for
Citizens, anti-conversion
laws and the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir. “The
national government used its
strengthened parliamentary
majority to institute nation-
al-level policies violating reli-
gious freedom across India,
especially for Muslims.” The
panel said that the CPC de-

signation was also recom-
mended because “national
and various State govern-
ments also allowed nation-
wide campaigns of harass-
ment and violence against
religious minorities to conti-
nue with impunity, and en-
gaged in and tolerated hate
speech and incitement to
violence against them”.

The Centre reacted sharp-
ly to the USCIRF report on
Tuesday, terming it “biased
and tendentious” and reject-
ed its observations. 

“We reject the observa-
tions on India in the USCIRF
Annual Report,” o!cial spo-
kesperson Anurag Srivastava
said. “Its biased and tenden-
tious comments against In-
dia are not new. But on this
occasion, its misrepresenta-
tion has reached new levels.
It has not been able to carry
its own Commissioners in its
endeavour. We regard it as
an organisation of particular
concern and will treat it ac-
cordingly,” Mr. Srivastava
added.

Three of the 10 USCIRF
commissioners, including
Gary Bauer, Johnnie Lee,
and Tenzin Dorjee, dissent-
ed with the panel’s recom-
mendation on India as being

‘too harsh’ and that ended
up placing the country
alongside what they termed
as “rogue nations” like China
and North Korea.

“I am con#dent that India
will reject any authoritarian
temptation and stand with
the United States and other
free nations in defence of li-
berty, including religious li-
berty,” wrote Commissioner
Bauer in his dissenting note.

The commission also re-
commended that the U.S. go-
vernment take stringent ac-
tion against India under the
“International Religious
Freedom Act” (IRFA). It
called on the administration

to “impose targeted sanc-
tions on Indian government
agencies and o!cials res-
ponsible for severe viola-
tions of religious freedom by
freezing those individuals’
assets and/or barring their
entry into the United States
under human rights-related
#nancial and visa authori-
ties, citing speci#c religious
freedom violations”. In
2005, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi who was at the
time the Chief Minister of
Gujarat was censured by the
USCIRF. The commission
had recommended sanc-
tions against Mr. Modi for the
2002 riots and the U.S. go-
vernment had subsequently
cancelled his visa.

The USCIRF 2020 report
makes a speci#c mention of
Home Minister Amit Shah,
for not taking what it
deemed as su!cient action
to stop cases of mob lynch-
ing in the country, and for
referring to migrants as “ter-
mites”. In December 2019,
the USCIRF had also asked
the U.S. government to con-
sider sanctions against Mr.
Shah and “other principal
leadership” over the deci-
sion to pass the Citizenship
Amendment Act.

USCIRF downgrades India in 2020 list 
Religious freedom panel lists nation among ‘countries of particular concern’
Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

A !le photo of an anti-CAA
protest in New Delhi.

In a signi#cant ruling, the
Supreme Court has held
that bribery and corruption
in a deemed university can
be tried under the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act.

Individuals, authorities
or o!cials connected to a
deemed university, whatev-
er be their role or designa-
tion, come under the de#ni-
tion of a ‘public servant’.
They can be tried and pun-
ished under the anti-corrup-
tion law, the court said.

Deemed universities
come within the ambit of
the term ‘university’ in Sec-
tion 2(c)(xi) of the Preven-
tion of Corruption (PC) Act,
1988. 

A deemed institution un-
der the University Grants
Commission Act of 1956 has
the same common public
duty like a university to con-
fer academic degrees,
which are recognised in the
society.

O!cials of a deemed var-
sity, though not seen as pu-

blic servants in the conven-
tional sense, perform duties
in the discharge of which
the State, the public and the
community at large has an
interest, a three-judge
Bench led by Justice N.V. Ra-
mana reasoned in a judg-
ment pronounced on April
27.

“The object of the PC Act
was not only to prevent the
social evil of bribery and
corruption, but also to make
the same applicable to indi-
viduals who might conven-
tionally not be considered
public servants. The pur-
pose under the PC Act was
to shift focus from those
who are traditionally called
public o!cials, to those in-
dividuals who perform pu-
blic duties. Keeping the
same in mind, it cannot be
stated that a deemed univer-
sity and the o!cials therein,
perform any less or any dif-
ferent a public duty,” Justice
Ramana, who authored the
main judgment shared with
Justice Mohan M. Shantana-
goudar, observed.

O#cials are ‘public servants’, says SC

Legal CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

‘Anti-graft law covers
deemed universities’

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on
Tuesday called his Uttar
Pradesh counterpart Yogi
Adityanath over reports of
the alleged murder of two
priests in Bulandshahar
and requested him to take
strict action against the
culprits. 

“I spoke to U.P. CM Yogi
Adityanath regarding the
incident and expressed
deepest concern about the
same,” said Mr. Thackeray. 

The Maharashtra CM ad-
ded that he informed Mr.
Adityanath about the ar-
rests made in an identical
incident earlier this month
in Palghar. “I am sure that
you will do the same.
While we support each
other in such times, I am
sure that no attempt will be
made to communalise the
incident,” he added.

Mr. Thackeray’s corres-
pondence is seen as a ‘re-
turn favour’ as the U.P. CM
had called him after the
Palghar incidentto express
his concern.

Uddhav calls
Yogi on killing
of priests 
Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Nagreeka said it was en-
gaged in manufacture and
export of cotton yarns, fa-
bric and textiles. It said stop-
page of operations since the
lockdown had led to losses
to the tune of %1.50 crore.

Separate petitions have
also been #led by entities
from the micro, small and
medium sector against the
government’s order to pay
full wages to their workers.
MSME industries have said
they are compelled to slide

into insolvency by the go-
vernment, which has or-
dered them to continue to
pay full salaries to their
workers. These petitions
have asked the court to or-
der the government to sup-
port them by taking respon-
sibility for 70% of their
sta"ers’ pay by drawing
funds from the PM Cares
Fund or the Employees
State Insurance Corpora-
tion. The court is yet to list
these pleas. 

Explain MHA order on
full wages, SC tells govt. 


























































































































Convalescent Plasma Therapy 
 
Convalescent plasma (CP) therapy is not a new therapy and banks on the age-old 
concept of  passive immunity. 
Basis of  the Therapy: 
The convalescent plasma therapy seeks to make use of  the antibodies developed in 
the recovered patient against the coronavirus. 
The whole blood or plasma from such people is taken, and the plasma is then 
injected in critically ill patients so that the antibodies are transferred and boost 
their fight against the virus. 
Time Period for Infusion: 
A study in The Lancet Infectious Diseases stated that a Covid patient usually 
develops primary immunity against the virus in 10-14 days. 
Therefore, if  the plasma is injected at an early stage, it can possibly help fight the 
virus and prevent severe illness. 
Infusion into Covid-19 Patients: 
The plasma can be infused into two kinds of  Covid-19 patients, those with a severe 
illness or individuals at a higher risk of  getting the virus. 
However, while plasma transfers immunity from one person to another, it is not 
known if  it can save lives in Covid-19 infection. 
The treatment could be effective for patients in the age group 40-60, but may be less 
effective for people aged beyond 60 years. 
Previous Application: 
The United States used plasma of  recovered patients to treat patients of  Spanish flu 
(1918-1920). 
Hong Kong used it to treat SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) patients in 
2005. 
In 2009, the Swine flu (H1N1) patients were treated with plasma. 
It has also been used to treat critically ill patients during Ebola as well. 
The report of  a study, Proceedings of  National Academies of  Sciences (U.S.), 
highlighted that CP therapy shows a potential therapeutic effect and low risk in the 
treatment of  severe Covid-19 patients. 
According to the study, one dose (200 ml) of  convalescent plasma with a high 
concentration of  neutralising antibodies is well-tolerated by patients and it can 
rapidly reduce the viral load in patients and improve clinical symptoms 
significantly
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COVID-19

The West Bengal govern-
ment is set to issue an advi-
sory to private hospitals
making clear that they can-
not turn back patients and
directing private clinics
and doctors’ private cham-
bers to remain open during
the ongoing lockdown. 

“Private hospital will
have to be more energetic,”
Chief Secretary Rajiva Sin-
ha said. “We have to ensure
that they do not refuse pa-
tients... We are issuing an
advisory,” he added. 

“Clinics are shut and
doctors are saying that
they cannot treat patients
as they have their cham-
bers in the private clinic’s
building,” said a patient’s
relative. “Many private
hospitals are shut too,” the
relative added. 

Over 28 new cases were
reported in the last 24
hours in the State. 

‘Private clinics,
hospitals can’t
refuse patients’
Special Correspondent

Kolkata

A NITI Aayog employee in
Delhi has tested positive for
COVID-19, and the building
has been sealed for 48
hours.

“An employee working at
NITI Bhavan has been de-
tected positive with CO-
VID-19. It was informed to
the authorities at 9 a.m. this
morning. NITI Aayog is fol-
lowing all the due protocols
necessary as per the Minis-
try of Health guidelines. The
building has been sealed,”
the government think tank

said in a tweet.
Disinfection and sanitisa-

tion of building was on and
the patient’s contacts had
been asked to go into self-
quarantine, the think tank
stated.

Working from home
NITI Aayog added that all of-
!cials were functional, avail-
able and currently working
from home. 

“As per the protocol of
the Ministry of Health, NITI
Bhavan will resume normal
operations after 48 hours,”
the think tank tweeted.

NITI Aayog employee
tests positive in Delhi 
Building sealed for 48 hours 
special correspondent 

NEW DELHI

Taking serious note of rising infections
from asymptomatic patients, the Supreme
Court has ordered the government to exa-
mine and make necessary arrangements to
provide protective medical gear to medical
sta"ers working in “non-COVID treatment
areas”.

“We direct the Union of India to examine
this issue and make necessary suggestions
in the ‘Rational Use of Personal Protective
Equipment’ guidelines so that PPEs are
provided to all health o#cials, as stated
above, who are working in non-COVID
treatment areas,” said a three-judge Bench
led by Justice N.V. Ramana. 

The case was heard on Monday but the
order was published on April 28.

‘Should be protected’
The court found substance in a plea made
by Jerryl Banait, a doctor, that health work-
ers, including doctors, nurses, ward boys
and paramedical sta", in non-COVID zones
should also be protected.

The petition said the issue was of utmost
urgency as infections from asymptomatic
patients were on the rise in the country.

‘Give PPEs to teams in
non-pandemic areas’

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

A father-son duo arrested for
allegedly attacking a police
constable on lockdown en-
forcement duty have infect-
ed at least 21 persons, in-
cluding 18 other inmates of
the Indore Central Jail, with
COVID-19. Two jail guards
and an IPS o#cer have also
contracted the illness from
them. 

Nasir Khan was arrested
on April 7 for the assault
along with his son Javed
Khan and four others. Nasir
Khan was initially kept in the
same barracks as the other
inmates at the Central Jail,
said Akash Tripathi, Indore
Divisional Commissioner.
The government had in-
voked the National Security
Act (NSA) against Javed and
three others, and he was
sent to the Jabalpur jail with
another accused. 

Only on April 10, when his
son tested positive in Jabal-
pur, was Nasir tested in In-
dore. When his result came
back positive, the 125 in-
mates in the barracks were
moved into a hostel-turned-
quarantine centre, said an
o#cial of the Jail
Department.

Although the six arrested
for the attack on the consta-
ble come from a COVID-19
hotspot, they were huddled
up in the jail without being
tested for the illness, said an
o#cial of Indore’s COVID-19
combat team, requesting
anonymity. 

Four of the infected in-
mates were admitted to the
MRTB hospital, while the
others were lodged at the
quarantine centre, guarded
by the police, in the Asrawad
Khurd area. “Three of them
are asymptomatic,” said Mr.
Tripathi. Two guards who

had handled the father also
tested positive. 

A few days ago, Javed
pulled o" a dramatic escape
from a government-run hos-
pital in Jabalpur while un-
dergoing treatment for the
illness. He took a lift on a
truck to Narsinghpur district
and tried to ride back on a
motorcycle to Indore. 

A police team arrested
him at a checkpost. Person-
nel who had come into con-
tact with him, including a
2017-batch IPS o#cer, went
into quarantine. The o#cer
tested positive later. 

“Invoking the NSA against
them was perhaps right, but
immediately putting them in
jail, just to show an exem-
plary action, was negligent,”
said the o#cial. He claimed
the decision imported the vi-
rus into the jail, virtually an
isolation centre, which has
hundreds of inmates. 

An IPS o!cer is among those who contracted the illness

Staff Reporter

Bhopal

Jailed father, son in M.P. turn
super spreaders; 21 infected

Madhya Pradesh reported 57
new COVID-19 cases on
Tuesday, taking the tally to
2,387. On the day, seven
deaths were reported across
the State.

However, a cause of con-
cern is the fatality rate in Uj-
jain, a neighbouring district
of Indore, which shot to
14.28% on Monday, arguably
the worst in the country. 

The rate is even higher
than that of Ahmedabad,
Mumbai and New Delhi,
which have recorded more
than 20 times the cases
found in Ujjain. 

Faced with spiralling mor-
talities, Ujjain o#cials are
scrambling to shore up a
crumbling health infrastruc-
ture in the city, where all is
dependent on just one priv-
ate medical college. Even pa-
tients from neighbouring
Agar Malwa and Ratlam dis-
tricts are treated there. The
hospital’s senior manage-

ment has gone into quaran-
tine; several sta" members
refuse to attend to duties
and patients complain of bad
quality of food and lack of
proper treatment. 

Just four of the 17 deaths
until April 27 occurred on
the hospital’s beds, while the
rest could not even reach in
time. “Around eight could
not wait to see their test re-
sults,” said Additional Col-
lector Sujan Singh Rawat. 

The case fatality rate for
Indore, where it had
touched 10% around mid-

April, dropped to 4.6% on
Monday. On the same day, it
was 1.7% in New Delhi, 3.3%
in Surat, 3.8% in Mumbai, 5%
in Ahmedabad and 7.6% in
Pune. The rate is a measure
of disease severity which re-
cords the proportion of
those who die from a disease
among all those diagnosed. 

The administration re-
ceived complaints of im-
proper treatment at the Uj-
jain hospital, said H.P.
Sonaniya, district COVID-19
nodal o#cer. The govern-
ment has set up CCTV came-

ras in wards to keep an eye
on the treatment. “The main
issue was food, which we
have resolved now,” he said. 

Skipping duty
Majority of class-4 em-
ployees, including sweepers,
had stopped coming for duty
fearing infection. The hospi-
tal’s director and its medical
superintendent, who was ill,
and the attached college’s
dean, all went into quaran-
tine. “We have given the hos-
pital additional sta" of 11
workers. Those who were
not returning to duty have
been asked to come back.
Nine have returned,” added
Mr. Rawat. 

The State suspects that
the outbreak in Ujjain had
occurred owing to carriers
who returned from Indore. 

On Tuesday, Madhya Pra-
desh reported seven deaths.
Ujjain reported three deaths,
while Bhopal, Dewas, Raisen
and Ashoknagar districts re-
ported one death each. 

Fatality rate in Ujjain at 14.28%
O!cials in the city scramble to shore up crumbling health infrastructure 

Sidharth Yadav

Bhopal

Helping hands: People receiving food packets from
volunteers in Bhopal on Tuesday. * PTI

Dharavi reported its high-
est single-day tally on Tues-
day, reporting 42 new cas-
es of COVID-19. The area
also reported four deaths.
Its tally now stands at 330
cases, including 18 deaths.

The new cases are from
areas like Matunga labour
camp, Kunchikurve Nagar,
90-feet road. Besides, cas-
es were reported from
newer parts of Dharavi, in-
cluding Markandeya Socie-
ty, Dhobi Ghat, Mochi gul-
ly, Agas Wadi and Uday
Society. Dharavi reported
four deaths on Tuesday,
two from cases reported
earlier. These two, a 60
year-old man and a 60
year-old woman, died at
Sion Hospital.

Besides, a 48 year-old
man from Kasarwadi and a
55 year-old man from So-
cial Nagar passed away at
KEM Hospital. 

Dharavi
records 42
new cases
Staff Reporter

Mumbai

Gujarat on Tuesday saw 226
new infections and 19
deaths due to COVID-19,
with 164 of the cases and all
the fatalities reported from
Ahmedabad. So far, the
State’s cumulative !gures
are 3,774 cases and 181
deaths, while 434 people
have recovered and been
discharged, including 40 on
Tuesday. 

The situation in the
State’s commercial capital
continues to be grim with
the number of infections
and fatalities increasing. Ah-
medabad’s cumulative !-
gures are: 2,543 cases, 129
deaths and 242 recovered.
In the past !ve days, Ahme-
dabad has recorded 59
deaths and 890 cases. 

“Ahmedabad continues
to be grim and there is no let
up,” a State government o#-

cial said, adding that the city
has emerged as the second
in terms of cases and deaths
after Mumbai.

Meanwhile, Ahmeda-
bad’s Municipal Commis-
sioner told mediapersons
on Tuesday that the civic bo-
dy had turned its focus on
super spreaders (vegetable
and fruit vendors, shop
keepers etc.), slums and se-
nior citizens. 

Ahmedabad sees 164 of the new cases 

Special correspondent

AHMEDABAD

Keeping vigil: Policemen
inspecting an area in
Ahmedabad. * PTI

Gujarat reports 226
fresh cases, 19 deaths

Mumbai recorded the high-
est number of 25 deaths on
Tuesday pushing the death
toll to 244. With 393 new cas-
es, the tally of COVID-19 cas-
es in the city have gone up to
5,982. The case fatality rate
of the city now stands at 4%.
The deceased included 13
men and 12 women. 

An expert committee, set
up to stem the rising fatali-
ties in the city, has submit-
ted its preliminary report to
the State government, a
health o#cial said. The re-
port highlighted the ordeal
of victims who were forced
to go from one hospital to

another after being turned
away from treatment. The
committee has proposed the
setting up of a call centre
where people who develop
symptoms can call for gui-

dance and can be helped in
reaching the right hospital.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
is preparing to return 75,000
rapid testing kits received
from the Indian Council of

Medical Research (ICMR).
Dr. Anup Kumar Yadav, com-
missioner (health services),
said, “Now with the debate
over the wide range of varia-
tions in the results, we have
been asked to send them
back.”

As a part of the plasma
therapy trial, the BMC has
received plasma from six pa-
tients who have recovered
from COVID-19. One critical
patient at the Lilavati Hospi-
tal has received a plasma
transfusion. Doctors are
closely monitoring his condi-
tion. Dr Jalil Parkar from Lila-
vati Hospital said the patient
has been on a ventilator
since April 21. 

Mumbai hits spike of 25 deaths 
Six donate plasma; critical patient in Lilawati Hospital gets transfusion

Long journey: Migrant workers from Hyderabad on their way
to Chhattisgarh climbing onto a passing truck. * J. RAJAGOPAL 

Jyoti Shelar

Mumbai

Around mid-April, a 63-
year-old man was brought
to M.Y. Hospital in Indore.
After he was denied an am-
bulance, his son took him
to the hospital in a scooter.
But as soon as they
reached the hospital, the
man died. 

That day his brother, 60,
rode beside them on
another scooter. And a
week later, he too died.
The brothers showed CO-
VID-19 symptoms, but only
the younger was tested. 

“If my uncle’s body had
been tested, we could have
probably saved my father,”
said Rahul Chandne, 34.
The government-run CO-
VID-19 facility refused to
take in his uncle’s body. As
the body was not tested, no
contact-tracing was done.
Two days after the younger
brother’s death at the hos-
pital on April 22, his report
con!rmed him positive.

Brother of
victim also
dies in M.P.
Staff reporter

Bhopal
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Stating that economic restoration post the lockdown will re-
quire much higher government allocation, CPI(M) General Se-
cretary Sitaram Yechury calls for greater freedom and !-
nancial aid for the State governments at the frontlines of the
battle against COVID-19, and warns that democracy will be a
casualty if there is a totalitarian clampdown.

Is the lockdown and its
extension justi!ed
considering the extent of
adverse impact on the
economy? 

! A lockdown may have been
inevitable sometime or the
other. The point is, it should
have been imposed with a
proper preparation. The
lockdown should be used ef-
fectively and scienti!cally to
isolate the areas where the
disease is spreading and start
reopening the remaining
areas, like many other coun-
tries are doing or have done.
But with a four-hour notice,
the Prime Minister gave no
time either for the State go-
vernments to prepare or pe-
ople to be prepared. This led
to unnecessary chaos.

Secondly, during the lock-
down, there has to be wides-
pread testing to isolate the
areas where community
transmission is taking place.

And slowly start easing the
other areas, with normal res-
trictions, of what I have al-
ways maintained, physical
distance with social solidari-
ty and not social distancing.
We weren’t prepared with
the testing facilities or perso-
nal protection equipment.
We were unprepared for
both e"ectively tackling the
pandemic and providing re-
lief to the people. 

How do you look at the
recent consultations
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Chief Ministers via video-
conferencing? 

! There was a direction gi-
ven by the PMO for yester-
day’s [Monday’s] meeting
listing out the nine CMs who
will speak. So why would the
others go, if the speakers are
already pre-decided? Of
these nine, one was Odisha

and the other was Puducher-
ry, the others were either
BJP-led or supported govern-
ments. What is this sort of
consultation?

At every meeting the PMO
decides which CM will speak.
Now if you are going to have
a CM’s video conference,
then allow everyone to air
their opinion. This kind of
pick-and-choose and then
putting out disinformation
saying that four out of these
nine wanted extension, that
really impacts credibility of
such meetings. 

The Union Home Ministry
shot o" a letter to the Kerala
government when it eased
restrictions brie#y; the
Centre sent out teams to
Opposition-ruled States
such as West Bengal and
Rajasthan. How do you see
these events?

! If you really want the
States, which are on the bat-
tlefront, to be on board, you
have to arm the State govern-
ments properly. For that, !-
nancial resources are abso-
lutely essential. You are not
returning them even GST
dues. You have collected
crores of rupees under this

new fund, PM CARES; what
is this money for? You transf-
er this money to the State go-
vernments. The Centre is be-
having like a big brother,
centralising the authority,
wanting the States to do the
job but the Centre will tell
them how to do it. The
Centre will not give them re-
sources or allow them to
have their own assessment
on how to continue with
lockdown or ease it.

Not only !scal federalism
but political federalism is al-
so being adversely a"ected.
Why are Central teams only
to the Opposition-ruled
states? BJP-ruled states of
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh

are reporting one of the high-
est number of COVID-19 pos-
itive cases. From January 30,
when the !rst case was re-
ported in Kerala, till March
22, the Union government
did nothing. This is the pe-
riod when we should have
armed ourselves. On the con-
trary, they organised Na-
maste Trump, and now the
situation in Gujarat is of ma-
jor concern with the pan-
demic on rampage.

And then you had toppling
of Kamal Nath government
and the public swearing-in
with huge crowds. Then you
had the Tabilighi Jamaat,
which was a very irresponsi-
ble act by the organisers to
have held congregation at
that time. But who permitted
it? How come the Maharash-
tra government refused per-
mission for a similar congre-
gation when they were asked
but the Delhi police, that
comes directly under Home
Minister Amit Shah, allowed
it? 

How does democracy
survive this pandemic? 

! Unless you bring back
some degree of normalcy,
which is possible only when

you have a scienti!c ap-
proach, of identifying-isolat-
ing on the basis of wides-
pread testing in the areas
where it is spreading. Start
your normal activities slowly
with the necessary precau-
tions. That is how even de-
mocracy will survive. 

If you want a totalitarian
clampdown, then democra-
cy will be the casualty. Every
time such an epidemic or
health emergency arose, dra-
conian laws were brought in.
In the 1890s during the
plague, British herded the
patients into congested
camps virtually condemning
them to death. In protest to
that the national movement
rose and the famous case of
Chapekar brothers shooting
down the Pune Plague Com-
missioner Walter Charles
Rand happened. Then came
the Epidemic Diseases Act of
1897 with its draconian mea-
sures. 

The same thing with some
cosmetic amendments in
2005 is what we have now.
Then came the sedition act —
[Bal] Gangadhar Tilak was ar-
rested for writing an editorial
condemning the British ap-
proach in mishandling the
pandemic.

So always the ruling class-
es have used epidemic condi-
tions for greater authoritar-
ian control. But that cannot
be the reason to say that we
should not !ght this epidem-
ic properly; this has to be
fought, people’s lives have to
be protected. 

How will this pandemic
impact the Indian economy?
And what would be your
prescription to pull it back
from the brink. 

! This has to be tackled in
three stages; in my opinion,
there are short-, medium-
and long-term measures re-
quired. All of these have to
start now. 

In the short term, imme-
diately the government must
do a cash transfer of #7,500
for three months. Imme-
diately, distribute the food-
grains in the FCI [Food Cor-
poration of India] godowns.
Hunger and lack of nutrition
makes people vulnerable to
the virus.

Arrange for the migrant
workers to return to their
homes. Providing relief to
the people is actually you are
maintaining your workforce.

In the medium term, go-

vernment should now an-
nounce a much larger relief
package than what was an-
nounced of #1.7 lakh crore,
which is less than 1% of our
GDP. 

Many countries in the
world have given 20% of
their GDP. Why are we being
so measly, we don’t know. If
you are able to write o" loans
that the rich took and not
paid back to the tune of #7.78
lakh crore in the past !ve
years, surely there is no
dearth of resources in the
country. You restore the
wealth tax of 4% on the super
rich.

This will give us enough
funds to work out a package
worth 10% of our GDP if not
more.

In the long term, which al-
so has to begin now, the
main emphasis should be in
public investments on
health, education and much-
needed infrastructure. This
will give employment to
lakhs and crores of people.
The budgetary allocation un-
der the MGNREGA should
signi!cantly increase. In-
stead of the promised 100-
day of guaranteed work, it
should be increased to 200
days. 

INTERVIEW | SITARAM YECHURY

‘Centre is behaving like a big brother by centralising authority’
CPI(M) general secretary says the Union government is neither giving the States resources nor allowing them to assess whether to continue the lockdown or not
Sobhana K. Nair

<> If you want a
totalitarian
clampdown, then
democracy will be
the casualty 

It is irresponsible to term
Chinese products “faulty”, a
spokesperson of the Chinese
Embassy here said after the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) asked the
States to stop using the rapid
antibody test kits and return
them to manufacturers in
China. 

“We are deeply con-
cerned with the evaluation
results and the decision
made by Indian Council of
Medical Research. China at-
taches great importance to
the quality of exported med-
ical products. The Chinese
Embassy maintained a close
contact with ICMR and the
two Chinese companies to
!nd out the real situation,”

said Ji Rong, Counsellor and
spokesperson of the embas-
sy. 

The o$cial said China was
committed to assisting India
in the !ght against the pan-
demic, and reminded the
test kits were sent to India af-
ter the ICMR and the Nation-
al Institute of Virology ap-
proved them. 

“It is unfair and irrespon-

sible of certain individuals to
label Chinese products “faul-
ty” and look at issues with
pre-emptive prejudice,” the
spokesperson said. 

The Hindu reported on
April 28 that despite the de-
cision of ICMR to return the
test kits, India remains on
track to import more medi-
cal goods in the coming
days.

Unfair to call test kits faulty, says China
Committed to assisting India in !ght against pandemic, embassy says 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

O$cials of the Union Hous-
ing and Urban A"airs Minis-
try were on Tuesday asked
to start preparing the post-
lockdown protocols for the
various urban missions and
services, including opera-
tion of Metro trains.

Minister of State for Hous-
ing and Urban A"airs Har-
deep Singh Puri reviewed
the progress of the various
urban missions, including
the Smart Cities Mission, the
Swachh Bharat and the Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana (Ur-
ban), being implemented by
the Ministry.

Status check
O$cers presented the status
of the missions and were
asked to prepare protocols,
an o$cial said. For instance,
the o$cers were asked to
have the protocols for res-
tarting Metro services ready,
the o$cial said. 

After the meeting, Mr. Pu-
ri said in a tweet that he had
reviewed the progress of the
%agship missions with the
Secretary and senior
o$cers.

“Happy to note that the
missions are also contribut-
ing extensively towards CO-
VID-19 related work along
with their normal work and
implementation of projects.” 

Among the urban infras-
tructure pressed into service
are the integrated command

and control centres built as
part of the Smart Cities Mis-
sion that are being used to
monitor the spread of the
pandemic and the response
to it.

“Integrated Command &
Control Centre in Agra
Smart City has transformed
into District Control Room
for !ght against COVID-19. It
o"ers doorstep delivery of
items of daily need, security
services, detection of loiter-
ing, medical assistance &

other services to citizens,”
Mr. Puri said in a tweet.

While construction activi-
ties have been allowed with
certain conditions, availabili-
ty of workers has been hit as
the lockdown led migrant
workers to return to their
hometowns or are stuck in
camps on the way. 

However, Housing and Ur-
ban A"airs Ministry Secre-
tary Durga Shankar Mishra
said works under the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT) had started. 

“229 projects worth more
than #27,000 crore have
started/restarted under AM-
RUT with available local
manpower in 10 States. All
prescribed precautions for
!ghting COVID-19 are being
observed. This will provide
livelihood opportunities to
those who have lost their
jobs temporarily,” he said in
a tweet after the meeting
concluded. 

Centre starts preparing for
post-lockdown urban services 
Urban A"airs Ministry to ready protocols for metro trains and missions

Damini Nath

NEW DELHI 

Empty corridors: The Rajiv Chowk Metro station in New Delhi
remains closed during the lockdown. * PTI

The Union government is
drawing up a major evacua-
tion plan involving the Navy,
the Indian Air Force (IAF)
and Air India to bring back
Indians stranded in West
Asia following the nation-
wide lockdown and travel
restrictions due to CO-
VID-19, multiple defence
sources said.

“A major evacuation plan
is under discussion with the
Ministry of External A"airs
being the lead ministry.
When, where and how ma-
ny and factors like who is to
be evacuated and so on are
under deliberation,” a de-
fence source told The Hin-
du. The tentative window
for evacuation has not been
decided yet but it is expect-
ed to be after the lockdown
ends on May 3.

Defence sources con-
!rmed that Navy and IAF
had been asked to work out
the modalities from their
end and accordingly prepa-
rations were on. “An exer-
cise of aircraft availability
was done to have a picture
about capability, turn
around time, sortie genera-
tion possibility and so on,” a
second source said, adding
there was no tasking yet.

The IAF has a %eet of US

origin C-130 Hercules medi-
um transporters and C-17
Globemaster heavy tran-
sport aircraft, in addition to
older Russian IL-76 aircraft,
which have been playing a
major role in recent Human-
itarian and Disaster Relief
(HADR) e"orts.

Naval ships need enough
time to sail from their home
ports with requisite prepa-
rations to handle civilians.
“The nation lockdown ends
on May 3. So there is reac-
tion time and there is also
lot of administrative and lo-
gistical issues to be worked
out,” another defence
source said on this.

There are more than
eight million Indians who
live and work in the Gulf re-
gion and with plummeting
oil prices there have been
concerns of massive job
losses. 

Naval ships and IAF, AI planes readied 
Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI 

The IAF will deploy its
transport aircraft.

Massive evacuation
planned from Gulf

The Centre plans to extend
the mid-day meal scheme in
government schools over
the summer holidays due to
the COVID-19 lockdown.

An additional #958 crore
will be provided for this pur-
pose, Human Resource De-
velopment Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank told State
Education Ministers on
Tuesday. An extra #790
crore would be provided to
buy pulses, vegetable, oil,
spices and fuel by hiking the
annual allocation for cook-
ing costs. The Centre will al-
so provide 3 lakh tonnes of
foodgrains, worth approxi-
mately #990 crore, o$cials
said.

However, reports from
States suggest that the cur-
rent implementation of the
mid-day meal scheme has
been patchy and variable
across di"erent regions.
While Kerala is providing ac-
tual cooked meals delivered
to the homes of poor stu-
dents, a large number of
other States, including Kar-
nataka and West Bengal, are
providing dry rations to stu-
dents’ families in lieu of
cooked meals during the
lockdown. Delhi schools do
not seem to be o"ering eith-
er option, with o$cials

simply pointing to the
cooked meals being o"ered
at general relief centres
across the city.

Nationwide, 11.5 crore
children studying in Class 1
to 8 in 11.34 lakh schools de-
pend on the scheme for a
nutritious lunch.

Board exam papers
Mr. Nishank also urged
States to begin the process
of evaluating answer sheets
of completed State Board
exams during the lockdown
itself, and facilitate the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) in its cor-
rection of answer sheets as
well, according to an o$cial
statement.

Noting that an alternative
academic calendar has al-
ready been released by the
National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (NCERT), the Union Mi-
nister said States could
adopt it according to their
local situation. He also
urged them to prepare safe-
ty guidelines in preparation
for opening of schools post
the lockdown.

The Education Ministers
of 22 States and secretaries
from another 14 States and
Union Territories participat-
ed in the videoconference
with the Union Minister.

Mid-day meals on
during vacation
Centre to provide #958 crore 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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The human mind gives in to discriminating tendencies that
arise spontaneously and it needs great e!ort to overcome
them and remain unbiased in any situation. In a discourse,
Swami Paramasukananda drew attention to how Sri Ramak-
rishna would explain this issue by quoting the case of the
Trimurtis who subject themselves to human emotions and
gunas during the time of avatar, merely to enable human be-
ings to learn the art of overcoming them. An interesting in-
cident from the life of Adi Sankara illustrates this point. 

Believed to be an avatar of Siva, there is no limitation to
his jnana. Yet as a human being, he is subject to a situation
when he reacts with a sense of discrimination. It is perhaps
the Lord’s way of enabling the acharya gain the subtle Advai-
ta jnana and thereby also teaching humanity how to deal
with such feelings that frequently show up in the life of ev-
ery being. It is held that once, when Adi Sankara was pro-
ceeding towards the Ganga for his ablutions through the
narrow lanes in Kasi, he sees a chandala and asks him to
move aside. The chandala merely asks, ‘Are you referring to
my physical frame or my inner atma?’ Immediately realisa-
tion dawns in the acharya and he sees the very Lord in front
of him who out of His grace has granted him jnana. This in-
cident is the cause for the birth of Manisha Panchakam, a
Stotra full of divine wisdom and jnana that can help people
realise the true value of human life. 

It is also held that once Swami Vivekananda was entreat-
ed by a dancer to grace her dance performance. But when
he declined, she sang a soulful song of Surdas, wherein the
saint pleads with God to accept him with all his faults. It en-
abled him to shed his prejudices and re"ne his own feelings
about life and people.

FAITH

Overcome bias + 12922
(set by Gridman)

! ACROSS

1 We need to do nothing to be so (8)

5 Almost declare about section of ancient city (6)

10 Vanishing point? (4,3)

11 Goalie running around United leader gets accolades (7)

12 A kind of condom may be made fun of (6)

13 No uniform for this person (8)

15 That man’s a journalist. Take care! (4)

16 Sarah’s turned to men in street in constant intimidation (10)

18 Press media employee worsened it by poor handling (4,6)

20 Chop up hardwood? (4)

23 Adoption by Poles settled around the States (8)

24 Go with complaint relating to digestion (6)

26 Brother to have central lien on old camera (7)

27 Trooped off to get a missile (7)

28 There’s the struggling woman (6)

29 Kind of permit for an architectural technique (4-4)

! DOWN

1 Easy to swap out. Nitre may be got (15)

2 French friend clever and good-humoured (7)

3 Laughed at model and toned down (6)

4 Change central savant’s line (4)

6 It’s ample, extravagant and most prosperous (8)

7 Music — Indian music form not completely given by US magazine

(7)

8 Under time pressure, somehow tack a close thing (7,3,5)

9 I think tyrant leaves Chhattisgarh’s capital after me (9)

14 Sanctioned half of suitcase I saw (9)

17 In France, what is in exotic scene? Particular order (8)

19 Nuke without the paper dropping exercise (4,3)

21 A right code set out for a building design style (3,4)

22 Proceed as new oar is handed out (4,2)

25 Don’t move broken pots (4)

SCAN TO PLAY
There is no lockdown for your brain! 

Try solving a puzzle today! 
@ https://crossword.thehindu.com

With the southwest mon-
soon around the corner, the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) is preparing to
face the twin challenges of
COVID-19 and #oods in di!e-
rent parts of the country.
The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has forecast
a normal monsoon, which is
expected to hit Kerala on
June 1.

“In the rainy season, ma-
naging the situation in areas
that have been reporting CO-
VID-19 cases, particularly in
the hotspot and contain-
ment zones, will be an uphill
task. Given the forecast, it
will require more prepara-
tion,” said a senior NDRF of-
"cial. 

There is a chance of above
normal rain in August and
September, according to the
IMD.

Over the past week, the
NDRF has been working on
an action plan to meet all

possible exigencies. The top
brass has been brie"ng the
"eld formations on mea-
sures to be taken. The organ-
isation has been in constant
touch with the IMD and the
local administration in the
respective States.

Assam, which witnesses

heavy rains and #ash #oods
during the monsoon, leading
to several deaths and dis-
placement of lakhs of people
in the a!ected areas, had
asked for monsoon pre-de-
ployment of NDRF teams. 

“Response teams in other
States are awaiting further

instructions. It is an unpre-
cedented situation wherein
more than 90% resources
will have to be mobilised.
Last year, when the country
recorded the best monsoon
over the past 25 years, 200 of
the 216 teams had to be de-
ployed in close to 20 States

for rescue and relief opera-
tions. Before that, we also
responded well to Cyclone
Fani which had hit eastern
India in the "rst week of May
2019,” the o$cial said.

The NDRF has taken note
of the latest IMD warning of
the likely formation of a low
pressure area over the south
Andaman Sea and the neigh-
bourhood around April 30,
which is likely to intensify in-
to a depression during the
subsequent 48 hours, trig-
gering moderate and heavy
to extreme rainfall in isolat-
ed areas.

Following the COVID-19
outbreak, NDRF teams in
several States joined the lo-
cal administration in imple-
menting preventive mea-
sures and distributing
essentials, including medical
supplies. They also stepped
in to alleviate the problems
faced by thousands of
stranded migrant labourers,
particularly in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.

Gearing up for !oods during pandemic
The National Disaster Response Force is preparing to face the twin challenges in many States

Staying alert: In this August 2018 photo, members of the National Disaster Response Force
patrolling along the Periyar during the !oods in Kerala. * H. VIBHU

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

While the India Meteorologi-
cal Department has predict-
ed a normal monsoon, spa-
tial forecast models show
wide variations in rainfall
across the country which
can have dire implications
for farmers, especially on
the northeastern coast and
the dryland areas of the
Deccan.

For instance, there are
likely to be long dry spells
and low rainfall in June and
July, similar to what hap-
pened last year, followed by
excess rainfall in the later
part of the monsoon in Au-
gust and September, accord-
ing to Agriculture Ministry
o$cials working on an ana-
lysis of the seasonal forecast
before holding State-level
meetings on the likely
implications.

There could be a possibil-

ity of dwindling rainfall in
June and July in the rainfed
regions of Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Telangana, Ma-
rathwada and Vidharbha re-
gions of Maharashtra, which
could impact rainfed crops,
o$cial sources said.

The forecasts also show
that below normal rainfall
with 40% probability is ex-
pected in the coastal region
of Odisha, southern part of

West Bengal and the north
coastal districts of Andhra
Pradesh. Advisories may
need to be issued for
uplands and midlands in
these areas, o$cial sources
said.

On the other hand, above
normal rainfall is expected
in some western States such
as Gujarat, Rajasthan, west-
ern Madhya Pradesh and
north western Maharashtra,
which is an opportunity for
enhancing production of
kharif season crops in these
areas, especially those that
depend on rainfed
agriculture.

The spatial forecast is pro-
vided by the South Asia Sea-
sonal Climate Outlook Fo-
rum, which includes a
number of national agencies
led by the World Meteoro-
logical Organisation, Agri-
culture Ministry sources
said.

Deccan farmers may see dry
spells in June & July: Ministry 
Agriculture dept. o!cials studying spatial forecast models

Priscilla Jebaraj

NEW DELHI 

A normal monsoon is
important for a good 
harvest of rain-fed crops.

The lockdown may have dra-
matically reduced air pollu-
tion across the country but it
hasn’t signi"cantly reduced
pollution in the Ganga, ac-
cording to a report by the
Central Pollution Control
Board. 

The dissolved oxygen (DO)
concentration, a measure of
the amount of free oxygen
available in river systems,
“rose marginally” from
March 22-April 15. A high DO
value is considered a good

indicator of river health. Ho-
wever, two other measures,
BOD (Biological Oxygen De-
mand) and COD (Chemical
Oxygen Demand) — both in-
dicators of the amount of ox-
ygen necessary to break
down organic and inorganic

pollution — showed “insignif-
icant reductions”, the CPCB
report notes. The lower
these numbers are the better
they indicate river health.

“Reduction in BOD con-
centration has been less sig-
ni"cant owing to continual

discharge of untreated or in-
adequately treated sewage.
Marginal reduction can be
seen only in the 4th week of
the lockdown. Further, there
is gradual increase in BOD le-
vels towards downstream
stretches of the river, with
the maximum values in West
Bengal,” according to the
CPCB report. “Reduction in
COD concentration has also
been less signi"cant. Few lo-
cations show increase in the
COD values, while in remain-
ing stations reduction in
COD levels was not signi"-
cant. This marginal reduc-
tion can be attributed due to
stoppage of industrial
activities.”

Domestic wastewater
from 97 towns situated near

%23,000 crore have been
commissioned (across 11
Ganga basin States), a notice-
able increase in the cleanli-
ness of the river isn’t yet
apparent.

The CPCB, however, said
that there was notable im-
provement in water quality
in the Yamuna. “Analysis re-
sults indicate there is consid-
erable improvement in the
water quality of river Yamu-
na with respect to DO, BOD
and COD when compared
with pre-lockdown and lock-
down period,” the CPCB
notes. However, this was
done basis an assessment at
only three locations in Delhi
and the gains were signi"-
cantly due to reduced indus-
trial activity.

river Ganga, and industrial
e&uents, are the main sourc-
es of water pollution in the
river, with an estimated
quantity of 3,500 MLD (mil-
lion litres per day) of sewage,
out of which 1,100 MLD is
treated and the remaining
2,400 MLD gets discharged
untreated. Industrial e&uent
is estimated to be about 300
MLD. 

The CPCB assessed pollu-
tion a week before lockdown
and weeks after at 36 loca-
tions in Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal. The pollution
in the river is highest in Uttar
Pradesh. The bulk of the sew-
age treatment plants com-
missioned under Ganga are
in Uttar Pradesh towns and
though projects worth

No improvement in Ganga water quality during lockdown
But pause in
industrial activity
has aided Yamuna

Few gains: All boat jetties along the Ganga remain deserted,
but pollution continues due to sewage discharge into the
river. * RANJEET KUMAR

Jacob Koshy

New Delhi 

With food, water and diesel
likely to run out in two days,
19 sailors on board an oil
tanker o! Mumbai are an an-
xious lot. Their ship has been
under “arrest” for the past
three months after the own-
er failed to clear its debt
owed to the erstwhile UTI
Capital Private Ltd. and an
auction scheduled last
month could not conclude
due to the lockdown.

“The Bombay High Court
has asked the agency which
has arrested the ship to pro-
vide us essentials through
our company, Mercator Ltd.
But we can’t be certain until
the supplies arrive on
board,” says Captain Iftikhar
Modak, Master of MT Prem

Mala. Last week, he sent an

SOS to various stakeholders
including the Sheri! of Mum-
bai, the Directorate General
of Shipping, the shipping
company and Axis Trustee
Services Ltd. (ATSL), re-
questing for supplies yet
there is no clarity on who
will provide them.

Un!nished business

On January 31, the Bombay
High Court granted a plea by
the ATSL, a bene"ciary of
Axis Bank, for issuing an ar-
rest warrant against MT

Prem Mala. 
The owner of the ship

owed UTI through the ATSL
%196 crore. On March 3, the
Bombay High Court directed
the Sheri! of Mumbai to con-
duct an auction. The bids
were to be submitted on
March 24 and an auction pur-

chaser declared by the court
two days later. But these
were left incomplete after
the lockdown was
announced.

“In April, UTI paid for the
essential supply on humani-
tarian grounds though it is
not obliged to do so. On Mon-
day, we approached the
court to ask that it must eith-
er direct somebody to pay
for the essentials or allow for

the sale of the ship or gua-
rantee that whoever pays for
these supplies will get paid
on priority after the sale. The
court, however, thought that
there was no urgency in this
matter and e!ectively passed
no order,” Ashwin Shanker,
lawyer for ATSL told The

Hindu. The water, food and
diesel supply for a month
cost %35 lakh.

“We are obeying govern-

ment regulations which re-
quire a minimum of 17 crew
members to be mandatorily
on ship. But if these supplies
don’t reach us on time, we
will be forced to abandon the
ship. The morale onboard is
very low as we have not been
paid our salaries since Janu-
ary and our insurance has al-
so expired. We have no idea
when we will be able to re-
turn home or send money to
our families. We have no
contact with our owners,
who have simply abandoned
us. I was assigned duty for
two months and my four-
month long contract expired
last week, but the shipowner
says he can’t even send a
boat to allow us to leave the
ship because there are dues
owed to them too,” says
Chief O$cer Ankit Maurya. 

19 sailors on oil tanker !oat in misery o" Mumbai 
Lockdown delays auction of ship that has been placed under ‘arrest’ for non-payment of debt

In troubled waters: The Prem Mala. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI 

A "shing boat carrying 33
migrant workers from Chen-
nai reached Odisha’s Gan-
jam district on Tuesday. This
is the third motorboat to
bring migrants from Chen-
nai to Ganjam since April 25.
To dodge the lockdown to
contain the spread of CO-
VID-19, these workers opted
for a dangerous journey
without any navigation
equipment.

The motorboat set out
from Chennai on April 24
and reached the Arjyapalli
"shing jetty near the Gopal-
pur port at 1 a.m. Twenty-
nine passengers were from
Ganjam and one from Puri,
and the other three were
from Srikakulam district of

Andhra Pradesh. They were
kept in quarantine at Arjya-
palli High School. 

Swabs of persons showing
symptoms will be sent for
testing, an o$cial said.

One of the two engines of
their boat developed a snag

near the Andhra Pradesh-
Odisha border. As the boat
ran on a single engine, they
arrived late. The migrants,
who worked at the Kasime-
du "shing jetty in Tamil Na-
du, contributed %2 lakh to
buy the boat. 

Boat with 33 migrants reaches
Odisha coast from Chennai
Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

Risky ride: The boat carrying migrant workers at Arjyapalli
"shing jetty near Gopalpur port. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Member countries of the
BRICS group should assist
private entrepreneurs to
help them deal with the eco-
nomic fallout of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, External
A!airs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar said on Monday. He also
spoke of the need for reform
in the multilateral global
platforms during the video-
conference of Foreign Minis-
ters of the BRICS group
which was convened by Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov.

“He [Mr. Jaishankar] em-

phasised that we need to
provide support to business-
es, especially MSMEs, to
tide over the crisis and en-
sure livelihoods are not lost.
The Minister emphasised
that the pandemic is not on-
ly posing a great risk to the
health and well being of hu-
manity but is also severely
impacting global economy,”
said a government release. 

China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, South African Mi-
nister of International Rela-
tions Grace Naledi Pandor
and Brazilian Foreign Minis-
ter Ernesto Araujo
participated.

BRICS should help
entrepreneurs: India 
Jaishankar calls for global reforms
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI


























































































































The Disaster Management Act has made 
the statutory provisions for constitution 
of  National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) for the purpose of  specialized 
response to natural and man-made 
disasters. 
 
Why was it needed? 
 
Two national calamities in quick 
succession in the form of  Orissa Super 
Cyclone (1999) and Gujarat Earthquake 
(2001) brought about the realization of  
the need of  having a specialist response 
mechanism at National Level to 
effectively respond to disasters. This 
realization led to the enactment of  the 
DM Act on 26 Dec 2005. 
 
ROLE AND MANDATE OF NDRF: 
 
Specialized response during disasters. 
Proactive deployment during impending 
disaster situations. 
Acquire and continually upgrade its own 
training and skills. 
Liaison, Reconnaissance, Rehearsals 
and Mock Drills. 
Impart basic and operational level 
training to State Response Forces (Police, 
Civil Defence and Home Guards). 
Community Capacity Building 
Programme. 
Organize Public Awareness Campaigns. 
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WORLD

U.S. President Donald
Trump suggested he may
seek damages from China ov-
er the COVID-19 pandemic,
which began in the Chinese
city of Wuhan and spread
around the world, prompt-
ing a furious response from
Beijing on Tuesday.

Beijing and Washington
have clashed repeatedly over
the outbreak as tensions
have soared between the
world’s two biggest econom-
ic powers.

“We are not happy with
China,” Mr. Trump said at a
White House brie!ng on
Monday. “We are not happy
with that whole situation be-
cause we believe it could
have been stopped at the
source.

“It could have been
stopped quickly and it
wouldn’t have spread all ov-
er the world,” he said, saying
there were many options to
“hold them accountable”.

Mr. Trump was asked
about a recent German new-
spaper editorial, which
called on China to pay Ger-
many $165 billion in repara-
tions because of economic
damage due to the virus.

Asked if the U.S. would

consider doing the same, Mr.
Trump said “we can do so-
mething much easier than
that.”

Tensions and doubt 
“Germany is looking at
things, we are looking at
things,” he said. “We haven’t
determined the !nal amount
yet,” Mr. Trump said.

In Beijing, a Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesman on Tues-
day accused U.S. politicians
of “telling barefaced lies”,
without naming Trump spec-
i!cally, and of ignoring their

“own serious problems”.
“American politicians

have repeatedly ignored the
truth and have been telling
barefaced lies,” Geng Shuang
told reporters at a regular
press brie!ng.

“They have only one ob-
jective: shirk their responsi-
bility for their own poor epi-
demic prevention and
control measures, and divert
public attention.”

Mr. Geng said U.S. politi-
cians should “re"ect on their
own problems and !nd ways
to contain the outbreak as

quickly as possible.”
There have been nearly a

million infections with more
than 56,000 coronavirus-re-
lated deaths in the U.S. and
the pandemic has shut down
huge swathes of the
economy.

In China, the outbreak
seems to be under control
with no new deaths report-
ed for 13 straight days and
the toll standing at 4,633 —
although several countries
have cast doubt over wheth-
er the numbers are
accurate.

U.S. may seek damages from China
President says many options on the table to hold Beijing accountable, draws an angry response

Agence France-Presse

Washington

China connection: Police marching in front of the portrait of Nationalist Party founder 
Sun Yat-sen at Tiananmen Square in Beijing on Tuesday. * GETTY IMAGES

President Donald Trump’s
public statements about us-
ing disinfectants to potential-
ly treat the coronavirus have
put him in the company of
pseudoscientists and pur-
veyors of phony elixirs who
promote and sell industrial
bleach as a “miracle cure”
for autism, malaria and a
long list of medical condi-
tions. 

The President’s com-
ments, at a White House
brie!ng last week, have al-
ready prompted widespread
incredulity, warnings from
health experts and a spike in
calls to poison control
centres around the country.
The makers of Clorox and Ly-
sol urged Americans not to
inject or ingest their
products.

But some scientists fear
Mr. Trump’s remarks could
breathe life into a fringe
movement that embraces
the medicinal powers of a
powerful industrial bleach
known as chlorine dioxide.
Among its adherents are
Alan Keyes, the conservative
activist and former presiden-
tial candidate who has pro-

moted a chlorine dioxide-
based product called Miracle
Mineral Solution on his on-
line television show.

The impact of Mr. Trump’s
words “is going to be huge,
especially among people
who are desperate,” said
Myles Power, a British che-
mist who works to debunk
quack medical remedies.
“My fear is [that] it will cause
widespread harm to people
who think that drinking
bleach can prevent or cure
COVID-19.”

Letters to President 
Mark Grenon, the self-de-
scribed archbishop of a Flo-
rida church that sells Miracle
Mineral Solution as “a won-
derful detox that can kill 99%
of the pathogens in the bo-
dy,” took credit for Mr.
Trump’s comments in a Fa-
cebook post on Friday. In an
online radio show earlier this
month, he said he and his
supporters had sent letters
to the President about the
product he peddles.

The White House did not
respond to an email seeking
comment after Mr. Grenon’s
letter was reported by The
Guardian last week. A per-

son familiar with senior ad-
ministration o#cials said
they were not familiar with
him or his letter.

It is unclear what inspired
Mr. Trump to suggest disin-
fectants as a cure for CO-
VID-19 — and he did not men-
tion chlorine dioxide or
bleach speci!cally in his
comments during the White
House brie!ng. But promo-
ters of such solutions have
seized on his remarks with
vigour.

“Do you realise how freak-
ing cheap and easy it would
be to mass produce chlorine

dioxide for 100,000’s of peo-
ple?” Jordan Sather, a follow-
er of the pro-Trump QAnon
conspiracy theory, wrote on
Twitter. “We could wipe out
COVID quick!”

Unproven products 
In a statement earlier this
month, the Food and Drug
Administration reiterated its
warnings about ingesting
chlorine dioxide, which it
described as “dangerous and
unapproved”. Chlorine diox-
ide is widely used in paper
processing, by water treat-
ment plants and as a disin-

ide as a curative, conspiracy
theorists like Alex Jones, and
the strident protesters who
have clamoured for loosen-
ing social distancing mea-
sures across the country.

“It’s like a Venn diagram,”
she said. “What they all have
in common is the idea that
the government is hiding so-
mething from you. These pe-
ople not interested in what
scientists, doctors or the me-
dia has to say.”

Dr. Alan Levinovitz, a pro-
fessor at James Madison Un-
iversity who studies the rela-
tionship between science
and religion, said Mr.
Trump’s comments about
disinfectants were in keeping
with his previous support for
conspiracy theorists, agita-
tors against the deep state
and his promotion of two an-
timalarial drugs to !ght the
coronavirus, despite warn-
ings from medical experts
about their possible danger-
ous side e$ects.

“For a lot of people,
Trump represents an alter-
native to pointy-headed ex-
perts in white lab coats who
speak a language we can’t
understand,” Dr. Levinovitz
said. NY TIMES

fectant in hospitals. “We will
not stand for this, and the
FDA remains fully commit-
ted to taking strong enforce-
ment action against any sell-
ers who place unsuspecting
American consumers at risk
by o$ering their unproven
products to treat serious dis-
eases,” the administration’s
commissioner, Stephen M.
Hahn, said in the statement.

Mr. Grenon and his son,
Jonathan did not respond to
interview requests.

Chlorine dioxide has also
been embraced by vaccine
opponents who say the toxic
substance treats autism. Em-
ma Dalmayne, a mother of
!ve autistic children who
maintains a website about
the dangers of so-called
bleach cures, said the treat-
ments have left some chil-
dren with skin burns, sei-
zures, damaged digestive
tracts and other injuries.
“The harm done to these
kids has been unconsciona-
ble,” she said.

Melissa Eaton, a mother of
a child with autism in North
Carolina who campaigns
against phony cures, said she
sees overlaps between those
who embrace chlorine diox-

Trump’s bleach statements echo claims by pseudo-scientists 
‘Miracle cure’ quacks have long promoted industrial bleach to treat autism, malaria and many other medical conditions

Dangerous proposition: President Donald Trump looks at a
decontamination device at the White House. * NYT

Andrew Jacobs

South Asia could face a
further public health crisis
as children miss routine vac-
cinations, the UN warned on
Tuesday, spurring fears that
the fallout from the pandem-
ic might reverse hard-
earned gains in the region. 

The United Nations chil-
dren’s agency UNICEF said
hundreds of thousands were
at risk as lockdowns across
South Asia halted immunisa-
tion drives and parents re-
frained from taking their
children to doctors to be in-
oculated. 

“While the COVID-19 virus
does not appear to make ma-
ny children seriously ill, the
health of hundreds of thou-
sands of children could be
impacted by this disruption
of regular immunisation ser-
vices,” said Jean Gough, di-
rector of UNICEF’s South
Asia o#ce.

“This is a very serious
threat. Early action is key.”

Bangladesh and Nepal
have halted their measles
and rubella campaigns while
Pakistan and Afghanistan
have suspended their polio
drives since the COVID-19
pandemic. 

UNICEF noted that “spo-
radic” outbreaks of preven-

table diseases that can be
cured with vaccines, includ-
ing the measles and diphthe-
ria, have emerged in Bangla-
desh, Pakistan and Nepal.

Stocks running low
Vaccine stocks were also
running low in some coun-
tries in the region thanks to
lockdowns and travel bans
which have disrupted sup-
ply chains.

“UNICEF strongly recom-
mends that, where immuni-
sation campaigns are sus-
pended, governments begin
rigorous planning now to in-
tensify immunisation activi-
ties once the COVID -19 pan-
demic is under control,” the
agency said in a statement.

It added that as long as

health workers take hygiene
precautions, there was no
reason for vaccinations not
to continue.

The agency estimated
that 4.5 million of South
Asia’s children had already
missed out on routine im-
munisations, even before
the pandemic struck.

Afghanistan and neigh-
bouring Pakistan were strug-
gling to vaccinate children as
local populations viewed in-
oculation teams with
suspicion.

Opposition grew after the
CIA organised a fake vacci-
nation drive to help track
down al-Qaeda’s former
leader Osama bin Laden in
the Pakistani city of Abbotta-
bad.

Lockdowns halt immunisation, may reverse hard-won gains 

Agence France-Presse

Islamabad

Losing out: A boy receiving polio vaccine in Peshawar,
Pakistan, in this !le photo. * REUTERS

South Asia faces health crisis
as children miss vaccination

U.S. President Donald
Trump was repeatedly
warned about the dangers
of the novel coronavirus in
intelligence brie!ngs in
January and February, The
Washington Post reported
on Monday. The warnings
— more than a dozen
included in classi!ed
brie!ngs known as the
President’s Daily Brief —
came during a time the
President was mostly
downplaying the threat.

‘Trump knew 
of virus threat’

Agence France-Presse

Washington

Governor of Pakistan’s
southern Sindh province
Imran Ismail, a very close
aide of Prime Minister
Imran Khan, has tested
positive for COVID-19, his
party said. A stalwart of
Pakistan’s ruling party
Tehreek-e-Insaaf, Mr.
Ismail said he was ready to
!ght it out. He has gone
into self-isolation.

Sindh Governor
tests positive 

Press Trust of India

Karachi 

Violent protests erupted in
Lebanon’s Tripoli again on
Tuesday, with more banks
set ablaze after a night of
rioting that left one protes-
ter dead, according to secur-
ity and medical sources, in
demonstrations renewed by
growing economic despair.

A collapse in the Leba-
nese pound and soaring in-
"ation and unemployment
are compounding hardship
in Lebanon, which has been
in deep !nancial crisis since
October. 

A shutdown to curb the
spread of the new coronavi-
rus has exacerbated eco-
nomic woes.

Overnight, protesters in
the northern city of Tripoli
set several banks and an Ar-
my vehicle on !re. Soldiers
!red into the air and used
tear gas and rubber bullets,
a security source said.

The man who died was in
his 20s and it was not imme-
diately clear who was res-
ponsible for his death, the
source said.

Protesters returned on

Tuesday, lighting two com-
mercial banks on !re and
smashing their facades,
prompting the Army to re-
deploy. Dozens of soldiers
positioned themselves in a
main commercial street
lined with several banks,
and some !red rubber bul-
lets and tear gas to repel
protesters.

The Army said that over-
night a !re-bomb was
thrown at one of its vehicles
and a hand grenade was
hurled at a patrol and
blamed the trouble on “a
number of in!ltrators,” call-
ing on peaceful protesters to
quickly leave the streets.

One killed as violent
protests rock Tripoli 
Banks set ablaze after a night of rioting 
Reuters

BEIRUT

Anti-government protesters
smashing the facade of a
bank in Tripoli. * AFP

Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Imran Khan has !red his
special aide on Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
(I&B), replacing her with a
powerful former military
spokesman as he re-
vamped his media team for
the second time since com-
ing to power.

Former Army spokes-
man Lt. Gen. (retired) Asim
Saleem Bajwa, who is also
the chairman of the newly-
created China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
Authority, has replaced Dr.
Firdous Ashiq Awan as the
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM) for
information and
broadcasting.

Lt. Gen. Bajwa was cre-
dited for making former
PM Nawaz Sharif a larger-
than-life !gure.

Mr. Khan also appointed
Senator Shibli Faraz as the
new Information Minister.
The steps seek to allay the
perception that the media
handling of the govern-
ment was not good and its
works were not being pro-
perly highlighted.

Imran cracks
the whip on
media team
Press Trust of India

Islamabad

Venezuelan President Nico-
las Maduro on Monday
named a top o#cial targeted
by U.S. sanctions as Oil Mi-
nister as the market for the
country’s vital export is in
tumult.

Mr. Maduro tasked Tareck
El Aissami — a Vice-Presi-
dent for the economy who
has been indicted in the U.S.
on drugs tra#cking charges
— with “restructuring and
reorganization” of the OPEC
member’s crippled oil
industry.

Mr. Maduro also named
Asdrubal Chavez, cousin of
the late President Hugo Cha-
vez, as interim President of
the state oil !rm PDVSA.

The U.S. in 2017 designat-
ed El Aissami as having
played “a signi!cant role in
international narcotics traf-
!cking” and placed him on a
most-wanted fugitives list in
August last year.

“In his previous positions,
he oversaw or partially
owned narcotics shipments
of more than 1,000 kg from

Venezuela on multiple occa-
sions, including those with
the !nal destinations of Mex-
ico and the United States,”
the Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement agency
(ICE) said on its website.

Mr. El Aissami declared
his innocence and said the
move was “a dirty trick.”

The U.S. has been seeking
for more than a year to oust
Mr. Maduro. More than 60
countries recognises opposi-
tion leader Juan Guaido as
interim President.

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo renewed support

for Mr. Guaido in a tele-
phone call on Monday. The
two discussed a new U.S.-
proposed “framework” that
calls for both Mr. Guaido and
Mr. Maduro to step aside
temporarily for a transition-
al government that would
hold fresh elections.

The U.S. has tried either
to persuade nations, includ-
ing Russia and India, from
buying Venezuelan oil. Alth-
ough the South American
country has the world’s lar-
gest oil reserves, the oil sec-
tor su$ers from corruption
and lack of investment.

El Aissami is on the fugitives list on drug tra!cking charges

Agence France-Presse

Caracas

Key appointment: A !le photo of Tareck El Aissami, left, and
Nicolas Maduro in Caracas, Venezuela. * AP

Venezuela names o!cial
indicted by U.S. as Oil Minister

Brazil’s Supreme Court on
Monday night authorised an
investigation into whether
President Jair Bolsonaro
committed crimes by alleg-
edly attempting to interfere
with the country’s federal
police. 

Justice Celso de Mello said
in his decision, a copy of
which was published by lo-
cal newspaper Estado de
S.Paulo, that the federal pol-
ice have 60 days to question
S%rgio Moro, Mr. Bolsonaro’s
former Justice Minister
whose resignation last week
pitched the administration
into turmoil. The Justice’s
authorisation was also re-
ported by several other local
media. 

During Mr. Moro’s an-
nouncement of his resigna-
tion on April 24, he said Mr.
Bolsonaro had told him on
multiple occasions that he
wanted to replace the head
of the federal police with so-
meone who could facilitate
access to investigations and
intelligence reports. 

Brazil’s Prosecutor-Gener-
al, Augusto Aras, last week
asked the Supreme Court to
open an investigation into
the allegations made by Mr.
Moro, who made a name for
himself as the top judge in
the sprawling Car Wash cor-
ruption investigation. 

He was by far Mr. Bolsona-
ro’s most popular Minister
and, throughout a series of
crises in the Bolsonaro ad-
ministration, his place in Ca-
binet helped secure the ad-
ministration’s base of
support and appearance of
respect for the rule of law. 

The Prosecutor-General

in his request said Mr. Mo-
ro’s speech implied Mr. Bol-
sonaro had committed sev-
eral possible crimes,
including obstruction of jus-
tice, and asked for the form-
er Minister to be questioned
and provide evidence to sub-
stantiate his claims.

Justice Minister’s exit
Mr. Moro quit after Bolsona-
ro removed the Federal Pol-
ice’s director general. Mr.
Bolsonaro claimed the form-
er o#cial had resigned of his
own accord, which Moro
said was untrue and also
that he hadn’t signed o$ on
any resignation. 

Mr. Bolsonaro, in his ad-
dress the same day as Mr.
Moro’s exit, denied wanting
to know about investigations
underway, but did not ad-
dress the accusation he
wanted a successor who
would share information. 

The Supreme Court’s
press o#ce didn’t reply to
requests for information late
Monday night. And there
was no immediate reaction
from Mr. Bolsonaro. 

Brazil’s top court authorises
investigation into Bolsonaro 
President accused of trying to ‘interfere’ in police a"airs

Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO 

Jair Bolsonaro

Vietnam jails man for FB
posts against regime 
HANOI

Vietnam sentenced a 24-
year-old man to five years in
prison on Tuesday for
Facebook posts that were
considered anti-state, as the
hardline communist regime
ramps up pressure against
dissent on the social media
platform. Phan Cong Hai
posted in support of activists
jailed in protests against the
government’s handling of a
toxic dump in 2016, as well
as other controversial
issues.AFP

ELSEWHERE

Norwegian tycoon held
for wife’s disappearance
OSLO

Norwegian police said on
Tuesday they had arrested a
wealthy businessman over
the disappearance of his wife
18 months ago. Tom Hagen,
70, was arrested on suspicion
of “murder or accessory to
murder,” Commissioner Ida
Melbo Oystese told a press
conference. Mr. Hagen’s wife
Anne-Elisabeth Hagen
disappeared without a trace
from their home in Lorenskog
on October 31, 2018. AFP
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BRICS: Origins and now: 
 
On November 30, 2001, Jim O’Neill, a British economist who was then chairman of  Goldman Sachs Asset 
Management, coined the term ‘BRIC’ to describe the four emerging economies of  Brazil, Russia, India, and 
China. 
It started as a investment banker 
BRIC on the basis of  econometric analyses projecting that the four economies would individually and 
collectively occupy far greater economic space and become among the world’s largest economies in the next 50 
years or so. 
It was agreed to expand BRIC to BRICS with the inclusion of  South Africa at the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ 
meeting in New York in September 2010. 
South Africa attended the third BRICS Summit in Sanya on April 14, 2011. Last year, leaders of  the grouping 
commemorated the 10th anniversary of  BRICS in Johannesburg. 
During the sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza, Brazil (2014), the leaders signed the Agreement for establishing 
the New Development Bank (NDB). 
India and BRICS: 
 
From the Indian perspective, BRICS has emerged the voice of  developing countries, or the global south. 
With raising challenges on issues from WTO to climate change, New Delhi believes BRICS has to protect the 
rights of  the developing countries. 
India has to maintain the balancing act between Russia-China on the one side and the US on the other. 
India should move closer to Latin America. 
BRICS has put counter-terrorism on top of  the agenda, this has been a success for India. 
India is making efforts to address glaring gaps in areas such as counter-terrorism, the fight against climate 
change and UNSC reform 
India was the main BRICS country behind the establishment of  the NDB and proposed the idea at the fourth 
BRICS summit in New Delhi. 
2021 BRICS Summit is scheduled in India. 
  
 
India’s stand in the BRICS Summit 2019 
 
India put forward the concern of  increasing terrorism in the world. 
As per PM Modi’s speech in the summit, the menacing threat of  terrorism has caused the world economy of  
huge value of  $1 trillion. 
He proposed various steps that are needed to be taken in to account in order to overcome this loss. 
India invited the leaders of  the participating countries to invest in India’s infrastructure development which 
will eventually help in increasing the trade participation of  India. 
India also proposed to hold the first meeting of  BRICS Water Ministersin India. 
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PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 272.95. . . . . . . . . 1.80

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1824.40. . . . . . -26.95

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 455.45. . . . . . . 28.15

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2463.70. . . . . . -42.05

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4861.80. . . . . 244.30

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2228.10. . . . . 184.05

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 485.65. . . . . . . . -8.40

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359.10. . . . . . . . . 3.70

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3193.95. . . . . . -48.10

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 598.60. . . . . . -10.10

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135.40. . . . . . . . -2.70

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3949.75. . . . . . -30.55

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 14326.85. . . . . 327.35

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84.55. . . . . . . . . 2.85

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 497.45. . . . . . . . -0.80

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 471.10. . . . . . -12.00

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1715.80. . . . . 124.35

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 931.40. . . . . . . . . 1.70

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1943.10. . . . . . . . . 7.90

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108.75. . . . . . . . . 0.55

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2289.95. . . . . . -30.50

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359.85. . . . . . . 11.95

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 468.05. . . . . . . 60.65

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 159.40. . . . . . . . . 2.00

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660.70. . . . . . . . -3.90

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 79.65. . . . . . . . -1.85

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179.45. . . . . . . . -0.40

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.40. . . . . . . . . 2.10

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1326.65. . . . . . . 23.05

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 857.15. . . . . . . . . 1.90

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 335.95. . . . . . . . . 5.65

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 5052.70. . . . . . . . -3.65

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 17569.65. . . -381.15

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90.35. . . . . . . . -2.00

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69.20. . . . . . . . . 0.75

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 157.20. . . . . . . . -2.40

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1428.15. . . . . . . . -1.60

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184.30. . . . . . . . . 3.40

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 18865.90. . . -155.95

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 473.95. . . . . . -15.95

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76.95. . . . . . . . . 1.70

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 273.55. . . . . . . . . 1.90

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1859.05. . . . . . . 22.45

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 520.40. . . . . . . . . 8.70

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 932.85. . . . . . . . . 5.10

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3394.00. . . . . . . 33.35

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360.50. . . . . . . 11.15

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76.85. . . . . . . . -1.60

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179.70. . . . . . . . -2.35

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 152.45. . . . . . . . . 2.70

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 28

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.99. . . . . . . 76.31

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.57. . . . . . . 82.94

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 94.79. . . . . . . 95.19

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 71.25. . . . . . . 71.55

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.74. . . . . . . 10.79

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 78.11. . . . . . . 78.48

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 53.64. . . . . . . 53.87

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 54.48. . . . . . . 54.71

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.40. . . . . . . 17.50

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 49.36. . . . . . . 49.58

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

28-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddd32114 ddddddddddddddd1.17 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 76.18 ddddddddddddddd0.09

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 20.28 ddddddddddddddd3.57

Telecom equipment maker
Nokia has secured a nearly $1
billion deal from Bharti Air-
tel to enhance the capacity
of its networks, 4G in partic-
ular, for nine circles.

In a statement on Tues-
day, Bharti Airtel announced
a multi-year agreement to
deploy Nokia’s SRAN solu-
tion across nine circles in In-
dia. While the !nancial de-
tails of the deal were not
disclosed, an industry
source pegged it at close to $1
billion.

“The roll-out, which will
also lay the foundation for
providing 5G connectivity in
the future, will see approxi-
mately 3,00,000 radio units
deployed across several
spectrum bands, including
900 Mhz, 1800 Mhz, 2100
Mhz and 2300 Mhz, and is
expected to be completed by

2022,” the statement added.
These Nokia-supplied net-

works will give Airtel the best
possible platform when 5G
networks launch across the
country, with their low laten-
cy and faster speeds.

Gopal Vittal, MD & CEO

(India and South Asia) at
Bharti Airtel, said: “We are
committed to continuously
investing in emerging net-
work technologies to pro-
vide a best-in-class expe-
rience to our customers. 

This initiative with Nokia

is a major step in this direc-
tion. We have been working
with Nokia for more than a
decade now and are delight-
ed to use Nokia’s SRAN pro-
ducts in further improving
the capacity and coverage of
our network as we prepare
for the 5G era.” 

Rajeev Suri, president and
chief executive o"cer at No-
kia, said, “This is an impor-
tant agreement for the future
of connectivity in one of the
world’s largest telecom mar-
kets and solidi!es our posi-
tion in India. 

This project will enhance
their current networks and
deliver best-in-class connec-
tivity to Airtel customers but
also lay the foundation for
5G services in the future.” 

India is the second largest
telecom market in the world
and is expected to reach 920
million unique mobile cus-
tomers by 2025, which will

also include 88 million 5G
connections, according to
the GSMA. 

SRAN solution

The statement added that
Nokia’s SRAN solution helps
operators to manage their
2G, 3G and 4G networks
from one platform reducing
network complexity, in-
creasing cost e"ciencies,
and future-proo!ng invest-
ment. “The deal will also in-
clude Nokia’s RAN equip-
ment, including its AirScale
Radio Access, AirScale Base-
Band and NetAct OSS solu-
tion, which will help Airtel to
monitor and manage its net-
work e#ectively. Nokia Glo-
bal Services will also play a
crucial role in the installa-
tion, planning and deploy-
ment of the project, which
will be executed via the
cloud-based Nokia Delivery
Platform,” it said. 

Bharti, Nokia ‘connect’ for strong network 
$1-bn deal will lay foundation for 5G connectivity in future; to deploy Nokia’s solution across 9 circles

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

The roll-out will see approximately 3 lakh radio units
deployed across several spectrum bands. * REUTERS

Private sector Axis Bank has
reported a $1,388 crore loss
in the Jan-March quarter
due to higher provisions as
compared to the $1,505
crore pro!t a year earlier.

For the quarter, the bank
has made provisions of
$7,730 crore, including the
$3,000 crore related to CO-
VID-19 pandemic. This has
taken the overall additional
provisions held by the bank
to $5,983 crore. Provisions
during the same period of
the previous year was $2,711
crore. 

“The overall additional
provisions held by the bank
towards various contingen-
cies, together with the stan-
dard asset provisions, tran-
slate to a standard asset
coverage of 1.3% as at March
31, 2020,” the bank said.

As on March 31, the
bank’s provision coverage,
as a proportion of gross
NPAs stood at 69%. Speci!c
bad loan provisions for Q4
FY20 were $4,204 crore,
compared to $1,714 crore in
Q4 last year, and $2,962
crore in Q3 FY20. 

The bank recognised slip-
pages of $3,920 crore during
Q4 FY20, compared to
$6,214 crore in Q3 FY20 and
$3,012 crore in Q4 FY19. 

Slippages from the loan
book were at $3,418 crore
and those from investment
exposures stood at $502
crore. Corporate slippages
were at $1,839 crore. 

As on March 31, 2020, the
bank’s gross NPA and net
NPA levels were 4.86% and
1.56% respectively, as
against 5% and 2.09% res-
pectively as on December
31, 2019. Amitabh Chaud-
hry, MD & CEO, Axis Bank,
said the business and oper-

ating performance of the
bank suggested Q4 was not
materially impacted by the
COVID-19 induced lock-
down, though some impact
was felt on the fee income.
He, however, indicated
some pain would be inevita-
ble going ahead.

“Given the size and the
reach of the bank, our cross
border ties in sectors and
geographies, it will re%ect in
numbers too. Among other
things, we expect our fee in-
come growth to slow down,
and provisions to increase
materially. The COVID-19 in-
duced slowdown will delay
the normalisation of our
corporate stress book and
we expect there will be
further downgrade in the
BB pool in FY21,” Mr. Chaud-
hry said. He said the lock-
down and its impact on the
economic slowdown will be
widespread and will take
time to normalise. 

The net interest income —
interest earned less interest
expended — grew 19% year-
on-year to $6,808 crore in
Q4. Net interest margin for
Q4 FY20 was 3.55%. Non-in-
terest income, comprising
fee income, trading pro!t
and miscellaneous income,
grew 13% to $3,985 crore in
Q4. Fee income grew 6% on
quarter to $2,931 crore.
Loans grew 15% year-on-
year to $5,71,424 crore,
while retail loans rose 24%
to $3,05,400 crore, account-
ing for 53% of net advances.
Overall deposit growth was
17% year-on-year.

Virus to impact fee income, provisions
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Axis Bank sees !1,388 cr.
loss on higher provisions;
CEO sights ‘pain’ ahead

<> The slowdown will
delay the
normalisation of
our corporate
stress book

Amitabh Chaudhry

MD & CEO, Axis Bank

The recent events at Franklin
Templeton Mutual Fund
may have increased the risk
of redemptions in debt
funds, but a gradual reduc-
tion in exposure towards ris-
kier issuers in the last year
and a half could limit any
further downside risks.

According to Morgan
Stanley, mutual funds have
gradually moved towards
better assets after the IL&FS
crisis came to the fore in Sep-
tember 2018 and hence
should be able to tide over
the current crisis. 

“Recent events at credit

risk funds have increased
risk of redemptions at debt
mutual funds. However, we
think a big shift in the AUM
mix over the past 18 months
towards stronger borrowers
should mitigate this risk,”
stated a note by the global !-
nancial major.

Morgan Stanley further
highlighted the fact that non
banking !nance companies
(NBFCs) and housing !nance
companies (HFCs) that, till
last year, constituted a big
part of the assets under man-
agement (AUM) of debt
schemes now account for a
much lesser share.

“... driven by decline in

AUM as well as risk aversion
and regulation, mutual
funds have been cutting debt
exposure to NBFCs/HFCs
(down approximately 45%
from the peak in July-Aug
2018) with even sharper cuts
(down around 90%) to enti-
ties in real estate !nancing,
promoter !nancing etc,
which are down to around
1.5% of mutual fund debt
AUM,” said the report re-
leased on Monday.

Last week, Franklin Tem-
pleton Mutual Fund decided
to wind up six debt funds
with combined AUM of near-
ly $26,000 crore on account
of illiquid, low-rated instru-

ments in the portfolio. 
Meanwhile, Morgan Stan-

ley’s analysis showed that
about 80% of the NBFC or
HFC paper held by mutual
funds maturing over the next
12 months have strong pa-
rentage while those facing
funding constraints consti-
tute only 5% of the overall
mutual fund exposure to-
wards the sector. 

The !nancial major, ho-
wever, noted that while the
dependence of the NBFC/
HFC segment on mutual
funds has decreased, such
potential out%ows would
coincide with banks’ turning
risk-averse towards NBFCs .

‘MFs have moved to better assets in past 18 months, can tide over current crisis’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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Debt funds less exposed to risky issuers
after IL&FS !asco: Morgan Stanley

The board of Reliance In-
dustries (RIL) will meet on
Thursday to consider
rights issue, recommend
dividend and approve the
company’s results. 

The rights issue, for the
!rst time in the last three
decades, is aimed at mak-
ing RIL a debt-free compa-
ny by the end of this !scal.
“RIL’s announcement that
it’s considering a rights is-
sue was a surprise. While a
rights issue, if successful,
could be slightly earnings
accretive under various
scenarios, it would also re-
duce investor focus on as-
set divestments,” Morgan
Stanley said in a note. 

RIL plans
rights issue to
be debt-free 
Special Correspondent

MUMBAI 

Private sector lender Axis
Bank has signed a de!nitive
agreement with Max Finan-
cial Services Limited (MFS)
to buy 29% stake in Max Life
Insurance Company in an
all-cash deal, the bank said
in a statement. Axis Bank,
which already holds 1%
stake in the insurer, will hold
30% after the deal is closed. 

The two parties had be-
gun discussions on the deal
in February.

Max Financial Services
currently owns a 72.5% stake
in Max Life and Mitsui Sumi-
tomo Insurance (MSI) holds
25.5%. The transaction with
Axis Bank will follow swap-
ping by MSI of 20.6% stake
that it holds in Max Life,
with a 21.9% stake in MFS.
Max Financial also plans to
purchase MSI’s balance

stake in Max Life. Post com-
pletion of the series of tran-
sactions, Max Life will be-
come a 70:30 joint-venture
between Max Financial and
Axis Bank. 

According to the agree-
ment, Max Financial will
have the right to nominate
four directors to the board
of Max Life and Axis Bank
shall be eligible to name
three directors.

“One nominee director of
the promoter group on the

board of MFSL shall be a per-
son identi!ed by Axis,” the
bank said. The transaction is
expected to be completed in
6 to 9 months. According to
the agreement, Axis Bank
will sell 30% stake in Max
Life at $294 per share if ‘va-
lue is not created’ in 63
months from the time of
closing the deal.

This is the second attempt
by Analjit Singh, founder
and chairman, Max Group,
to sell take in the insurance
!rm. In 2017, Max Life had
been in talks with HDFC Life
to sell stake but the deal fell
through after the insurance
regulator rejected the pro-
posed structure of the deal
and an alternative structure
could not be worked out. 

Incidentally, Mr. Chaud-
hry was the MD and CEO of
HDFC Life when the deal
with Max was contemplated.

Axis Bank to buy 29% stake
in Max Life Insurance
Mitsui to swap insurance arm stake for that in Max Financial
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Analjit Singh

Goldman Sachs says it will
honour its commitments
made prior to the country-
wide lockdown to all sum-
mer interns and full-time
hires in India this year.

The !rm will be on-board-
ing 1,460 campus hires,
comprising 740 summer in-
terns and 720 full-time em-
ployees, during calendar
2020. It said it had already
on-boarded several candi-
dates remotely during the
lockdown period.

Gunjan Samtani, head of
Goldman Sachs Services in
India told The Hindu: “Spec-
i!c joining dates are being
communicated individually
based on the academic ca-
lendar. The !rst batch of 98
students will start their in-
ternship programme with us
in India on May 4, 2020.”

“We are proceeding with a
virtual internship in India
for a shortened duration of
four to six weeks, compared
with the usual duration of
eight to ten weeks,” he ad-
ded. “However, Goldman
Sachs will honour the full !-
nancial compensation of the
original programme dura-
tion for all the interns,” he
said. 

This is applicable to all
those who are joining the
!rm from about 100 busi-

ness schools, engineering
colleges and undergraduate
schools across the country. 

According to Goldman
Sachs, the virtual internship
will encapsulate all the fa-
cets of a physical internship
at the !rm, ‘facilitated by a
strong work-from-home in-
frastructure’. 

Some 98% of the !rm’s
employees in India currently
work from their homes. The
!rm said this was possible
due to continued invest-
ments over the years in tech-
nology and risk manage-
ment framework. 

Mr. Samtani added, “In-
terns joining us this year are
aligned to a multitude of
functions across several divi-
sions — investment banking,
global markets and engi-
neering. They join us in their
pre-!nal year of the academ-
ic programme.”

Firm to on-board 1,460 campus hires in calendar 2020 

Mini Tejaswi

Bengaluru

Goldman Sachs to honour 
all pre-lockdown o"ers

Deadline for Air India
bids extended again
The government on Tuesday
extended the deadline for
submission of bids for Air
India by two months until
June 30. The deadline was
being extended after
“request received from
(interested bidders) in view
of the prevailing situation
arising out of COVID-19,” the
Department of Investment
and Public Management said. 

IN BRIEF

TVS Motor to raise !500
crore via securities
CHENNAI 

TVS Motor Company Ltd.
announced that it would
raise up to !500 crore
through issue of securities on
a private placement basis.
The company’s board, which
met on Tuesday, approved
the issuance of non-
convertible debentures
aggregating up to !500
crore on a private placement
basis, the company said in a
regulatory "ling. The "rm did
not disclose the reasons for
raising the capital. Recently,
the company had acquired
U.K.-based sporting
motorcycle "rm Norton in a
£16 million all cash deal . 

The Centre is working on a
Aarogya Setu application-
like solution that can be
used by feature phones us-
ers, IT Minister Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad said on Tues-
day. In a videoconference
with IT ministers of all
States on Tuesday, the Un-
ion Minister said that the
solution would be
launched soon.

He also called upon
States to promote electron-
ics manufacturing through
pro-investment initiatives
to tap the ‘great opportuni-
ty’ likely to emerge follow-
ing COVID-19. “Every state
highly appreciated the
#AarogyaSetu app and
shared their thoughts on it.
I have assured them that a
similar solution for feature
phones is being developed
and will be launched very
soon,” he tweeted.

‘Aarogya Setu
for feature
phones soon’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Circulate Capital, the Sin-
gapore-based investment
management company has
invested in homegrown,
Mumbai-based manufac-
turing !rm Lucro Plastecy-
cle Private Limited (Lucro)
through the $106 million
Circulate Capital Ocean
Fund (CCOF), the world’s
!rst investment fund dedi-
cated to the ocean plastic
crisis in South and South-
east Asia. 

“CCOF has made its in-
augural investments in two
plastic recycling compa-
nies located in India and
Indonesia for a total invest-
ment of $6 million,” the
company said. 

CCOF is backed by sever-
al leading companies, in-
cluding PepsiCo and Proc-
ter & Gamble. 

Circulate
Capital invests 
in Lucro 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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The capacity to produce
coveralls in the country has
been ramped up to more
than one lakh units a day,
according to an o"cial press
release. 

Bengaluru has emerged
as the hub for manufacture
of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE), account-
ing for nearly 50% of the
production. Other places
that have a large number of
approved production units
are Tiruppur, Chennai,
Coimbatore, Ahmedabad,
Vadodara, Ludhiana and
Bhiwandi. Large-scale gar-
ment units in Bengaluru had
taken to PPE coverall pro-
duction in a big way. Some
of these companies, that
have scale of manufactur-
ing, have invested in addi-

tional machinery as well.
A large number of non-

woven textile manufactur-
ers in Coimbatore-Erode
belt in Tamil Nadu supply fa-
bric to the coverall produc-
ers. 

The release added that
four laboratories in India
have the synthetic blood pe-
netration resistance test fa-
cilities and necessary appro-
vals to conduct tests and
certify body coveralls re-
quired for COVID-19.

These are, the South In-
dia Textile Research Asso-
ciation in Coimbatore, De-
fence Research and
Development Establish-
ment in Gwalior, and two
laboratories under the Ord-
nance Factory Board — Hea-
vy Vehicles Factory at Avadi
and Small Arms Factory at
Kanpur. 

Manufacturing of PPE
coveralls ramped up
Over 1 lakh units made per day
Special Correspondent 

Coimbatore










































Challenges: 
 
Where BRICS has failed its founders is in the vision of  interdependence between the five countries 
Economic slowdown in all countries eg India is growing at 4.5%, Russia at 1% and South Africa & Brazil less 
than 1%. 
Despite their combined population accounting for 40% of  humanity, intra-BRICS trade still makes up just 
17% of  world trade. 
The New Development Bank’s (NDB) vision to ‘supplement the existing efforts of  multilateral and regional 
financial institutions for global growth and development’ remains far away from realisation. 
So far the only members of  NDB are its founders and its own limitations. 
Lack of  transparency and good governance among member States with the bank. 
Politically, these countries are not all on the same page at the same time. 
China has been shielding Pakistan and has been uneasy discussing the issue of  terrorism on this platform. 
Lack of  a binding ideology, bilateral differences, diversity in terms of  socio-cultural and political systems 
China’s overwhelming presence, which reduces the space for other countries in the grouping. 
  
 
Conclusion: 
 
BRICS should promote comprehensive development of  all states both big and small and enhanced mutually 
beneficial cooperation among them on the basis of  shared interests. 
A civil society dialogue is much needed. 
BRICS nations should strive for peaceful and politico-diplomatic settlement of  crisis and conflict in various 
regions of  the world. 
BRICS, being one of  the pillars of  the emerging fairer polycentric world order, plays an important stabilising 
role in global affairs. 
Democratization of  international issuese agreements on global agendas should be reached with the widest 
and equal participation of  all stakeholders and be based on universally recognised legal norms. 
The principle of  respect for cultural and civilizational diversity of  the world should be a top priority. 
In the storming ocean of  world politics, BRICS can contribute significantly in maintaining international 
stability and ensuring global economic growth and becoming a united centre of  the multipolar world.
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SPORT/LIFE

It might well be the Lockdown
Blues. Or the Isolation Syn-

drome. 

Maybe administrators around
the world are merely taking a leaf
out of US President Donald
Trump’s book and being “sarcas-
tic.” But desperate times have gi-
ven rise to desperate ideas, some
of which we might have to live with
if cricket as we know it is to live on.

The Big Three — India, England
and Australia — need one another
to survive. Cricket Australia has
calculated that if India’s tour slated
for October is called o!, they stand
to lose A$300 million. In anticipa-
tion, the Chief Executive has alrea-

dy asked his sta! to take pay cuts
up to 80%.

Various options
Ideas being discussed involve play-
ing the India series (if the Austra-
lian government allows) at a single
venue, a “quarantine hub”, and
play matches to an empty stadi-
um. 

Should that fall through, and
with television needing live action,
there is a proposal to play a series
of matches between the national
team and the ‘A’ team. 

The hope is that it will be "erce-
ly competitive, with those outside
the main team using the opportun-
ity to prove themselves. It will be
“gripping”, says former player Si-
mon Katich.

It is an idea England’s cricket
board is toying with too. England’s
focus for the moment is the new
tournament, the Hundred, which
the board hopes will bring in
much-needed money. Currently
the Hundred is to England what

the IPL is to India — a cash cow that
is in danger of being put out to pas-
ture. It is why neither tournament
has been o#cially called o! yet;
there are few folks more optimistic
than those in danger of losing
millions.

England believes they could
lose “in excess of £300 million” if
no cricket is played this year. They
are looking at playing in “bio-se-
cure” environments — no au-
dience, players staying at hotels at-
tached to the stadium, and
quarantine being the key — but
nothing is slated to happen before
July 1. 

The idea is to use the “mini-
mum number of grounds for our
desired international schedule,”
according to the chief executive.

“After international cricket,”
former England captain Michael
Vaughan has said, “the Hundred is
the most important aspect of the
game.” Cricket o#cials around the
world have the con"dence of
knowing that whatever decision

they make — good, bad, indi!erent
— there will always be some promi-
nent player to support it.

Relatively safe
As reported in this newspaper, In-
dia are relatively safe, with the
board not needing to make cuts
even if no cricket is played the rest
of the year. But even here, the rip-
ple e!ects of lack of international
cricket and home series will be felt
by the average domestic cricketer. 

“Even in the worst-case scena-
rio, the BCCI will try and protect
the sta! and cricketing fraternity,
and do its best to minimise the im-
pact on our cricketers and admi-
nistrative sta!,” the BCCI treasurer
has said, and that must come as a
relief.

Cricket boards in Sri Lanka, Pa-
kistan, West Indies, South Africa
and Bangladesh are on the brink of
bankruptcy; at the moment the In-
ternational Cricket Council has no
plan for them, or for the non-Test
playing countries. 

Hence the importance of the
World T20 (to be held in Australia
later this year, but likely to be post-
poned to February next) and other
ICC tournaments which bring in
money.

Accept what is given
All of which is why we might have
to bite our tongues and accept
what comes our way by way of
domestic and international cricket
once the governments give per-
mission. 

Playing to an empty stadium
might be anathema to the sports
fan, maybe sport itself, but we
might have to reconcile ourselves
to that. Playing four Tests at a sin-
gle venue might not be a great
idea, but it is both acknowledge-
ment that television is what sport
is for, and that the sports ecosys-
tem goes beyond the players and
coaches.

Hundreds of thousand make
their living o! cricket — o#cials,
employees of various associations,

players at the lower end of the
scale, umpires, groundsmen, jour-
nalists, caterers and other impor-
tant professionals at the venues of
matches, radio and online com-
mentators, airlines operators, taxi
drivers at the cities where matches
are played, hotel owners, hotel
employees and others all gain by
the multiplier e!ect. 

Business reason
In times like these, sport has to be
seen as a business that feeds fami-
lies, that puts money in the pock-
ets of those who depend on it. 

I wish we didn’t have to play in
empty stadiums, I wish we didn’t
have four successive Test matches
in a series at the same venue, I
wish “bio-security” weren’t an is-
sue. 

But we need to look seriously at
all the desperate ideas, which even
a year ago we would have laughed
o!. It is better to have some cricket
rather than none at all, and if com-
promises have to be made, so be it.

Desperate ideas we must take seriously in desperate times 
It is better to have some cricket rather than none at all, and if compromises have to be made, so be it

BETWEEN WICKETS
suresh menon

One of the positive sides of
the ongoing global lock-
down has been the wealth of
"lms, in all formats, that
have been coming home to
us through the streaming
world, some with compli-
mentary treats attached. 

So this Friday, May 1, you
don’t just get the opportuni-
ty to watch Mark Achbar and
Peter Wintonik’s Manufac-
turing Consent, but can also
put forward your questions
to Mr. Achbar and to the to-
wering intellectual, linguist,
philosopher and political
commentator Noam Chom-
sky, on whose seminal book
of the same name the "lm is
based.

The "lm will kick o! a
new online initiative of Vi-
kalp@Prithvi. 

Starting this Friday noon,
it will provide a 48-hour You-
Tube or Vimeo link, valid till
Sunday noon (or longer, de-
pending on the discretion of
the "lmmaker), to a docu-

mentary "lm of acclaim on
its Facebook page.

Viewers’ queries
‘Vikalp: Films for Freedom’
has been bringing a monthly
series of documentaries and
short "lms, followed by a
discussion, at Prithvi House,
at 7 pm on the last Friday of
every month. 

“We can’t do that any-
more during the lockdown…
we are going online with our
interactive documentary

"lm screenings on a weekly
basis till the lockdown
ends,” said "lmmaker
Anand Patwardhan, the
driving force behind the
initiative.

Viewers can send in any
questions they have for the
"lmmaker by leaving a com-
ment on the Facebook post
about the "lm by Saturday 5
pm. 

The "lmmaker will reply
to any or all of the questions
and the answers will be post-
ed on the same comments
thread by Sunday night or
latest by Monday.

Vikalp: Films for Freedom
was born as a parallel "lm
festival in Mumbai in 2004
in the face of the censorship
imposed on documentary
"lmmakers during the Mum-
bai International Film Festiv-
al (MIFF). 

A collective of a large
number of "lmmakers was
formed and the “rejected”
"lms were screened right
across from the MIFF venue.
Several "lmmakers with-

drew their "lms from MIFF
and screened them at Vi-
kalp, drawing packed hous-
es everyday. Since then it
has transformed itself from a
parallel festival into a
movement.

Relevant to the times

Curation is the all-important
factor and Vikalp@Prithvi’s
idea is to showcase "lms, old
or new, that are passionate
and relevant to the times we
live in and address the socio-
political and economic is-
sues of the day. 

In that sense, Chomsky’s
analysis of mass media and
his critique of the political
forces at work behind the
daily news couldn’t have
come at a better time.

Vikalp@Prithvi is also in-
viting suggestions for "lms
and is asking "lmmakers
who already have their work
on YouTube or Vimeo to
submit their preview links to
vikalpscreenings@gmail.com if
they’d like it to show the "lm
online.

Vikalp@Prithvi goes online with a 48-hour link
Starting this Friday, it will screen a documentary !lm on its Facebook page

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI 

For cinephiles: The lockdown
has brought many !lms to
online platforms.
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India is on the radar of a con-
sortium of veterinary scien-
tists formed to train a new
generation of ‘animal dis-
ease detectives’ in the Asia-
Paci"c region amid the coro-
navirus crisis.

The $4.3 million pro-
gramme currently involves 11
countries in the region —
Cambodia, Fiji, Indonesia,
Laos, Myanmar, Papua New
Guinea, Philippines, Solo-
mon Islands, Timor-Leste,
Vanuatu and Vietnam.

The three-year pro-
gramme is funded by the In-
do-Paci"c Centre for Health
Security at the Australian De-
partment of Foreign A!airs
and Trade.

“A year after African
swine fever wiped out more
than a quarter of the global
pig population and with
more than 200,000 people
dead from COVID-19, equip-
ping veterinarians with the
tools for disease outbreak in-
vestigation and surveillance
has never been more impor-

tant,” said programme lead-
er Navneet Dhand, an Asso-
ciate Professor in Veterinary
Biostatistics and Epidemiol-
ogy at the University of
Sydney.

“The coronavirus out-
break has underlined how
urgent this work is. The ma-
jority of emerging infectious
diseases, such as coronavi-
ruses, are zoonotic: they
spread from animals to hu-
mans,” added Mr. Dhand,
who heads the consortium
of more than 40 experts
from veterinary schools
across Australia, New Zea-

land and the Asia-Paci"c.
Researchers, however,

said that while this coronavi-
rus has its origins in animal
transfer, there is no evidence
the virus can be contracted
from pets or other animals.

“We are looking to expand
to India and are already col-
laborating with epidemiolo-
gists in India. We are prepar-
ing a project proposal for
submission to the Australia
India Council to develop a
strategic plan for establish-
ing a similar training pro-
gramme in India,” Mr. Dhand
told The Hindu via email.

Although the Australia In-
dia Council call for proposals
has been postponed due to
COVID-19, the consortium
has developed collabora-
tions with the National Insti-
tute of Veterinary Epidemiol-
ogy in Bengaluru and the
National Institute of Epide-
miology in Chennai.

“To protect humans from
these diseases, we must look
for pathogens and disease
‘upstream’ in domestic ani-
mals and wildlife before they
spread to the human popula-
tion,” Mr. Dhand said.

“These diseases can
spread rapidly across bor-
ders and have huge econom-
ic and health impacts. We
are "nding this out right now
with coronavirus,” Mr.
Dhand said.

The ‘detective’ model will
see the consortium engaging
with government animal
health authorities and edu-
cators in the Asia-Paci"c re-
gion for strengthening the
capacity to detect, respond,
control and prevent animal
disease outbreaks.

‘Animal disease detectives’ look towards India 
Equipping vets with tools for investigation crucial after recent outbreaks: experts
RAHUL KARMAKAR

GUWAHATI

In focus: Pets being vaccinated against zoonotic diseases.
* R. RAGU

The postponed Tokyo 2020
Olympics will have to be can-
celled if a vaccine isn’t found
and the coronavirus pan-
demic brought under con-
trol by next year, the organis-
ing committee's president
warned, ruling out further
delays.

The comments, in an in-
terview with Japanese sports
daily Nikkan Sports pu-
blished on Tuesday, come as
medical experts doubted
whether the pandemic can
be su#ciently contained by
next year to hold an event
drawing participants and
spectators from around the
world.

The pandemic has already
forced a year-long delay of
the Games, which are now
scheduled to open on July
23, 2021. 

But, Tokyo 2020 presi-

dent Yoshiro Mori was cate-
gorical when asked whether
the Games could be delayed
until 2022 if the pandemic
remains a threat next year,
replying: “No. In that case,

it's cancelled,” Mori said.
Mori noted the Games had

been cancelled previously
only during wartime, and
compared the battle against
coronavirus to “"ghting an

invisible enemy”. 
If the virus is successfully

contained, “we'll hold the
Olympics in peace next sum-
mer”, he added. 

“Mankind is betting on it.”

‘Olympics cancellation likely
if vaccine not found in time’ 
Further delays impossible, says Tokyo Games organising panel chief Mori

Agence France-Presse

Tokyo

Bleak prospects: The very magnitude of the Olympics makes its conduct possible only after a
complete end to the pandemic. * AFP

GENERAL
Tendulkar lends a
shoulder to Shaw
NEW DELHI

Sachin Tendulkar has started
helping Prithvi Shaw deal
with life on and off the 22
yards after he endured a
rough patch following a
bright start to his India
career. “I have had a number
of interactions over the years
with Prithvi. He is a very
talented player and I am
happy to help him. I spoke to
him about cricket and also
about life beyond the cricket
field,” said Tendulkar during
an interaction. PTI

IN BRIEF

Arunkumar to coach
USA men’s team
BENGALURU

Former Karnataka captain and
coach J. Arunkumar has been
appointed the head coach of
the United States of America
men’s cricket team, it was
announced. A statement from
USA Cricket explained that J.
Arunkumar’s role will see him
be “permanently based in the
United States, as and when
his working visa is obtained.”
This will be the first
international coaching
assignment for Arunkumar. 

UEFA sets May 25
deadline for leagues
MANCHESTER

European football leagues
have been given a May 25
deadline to inform governing
body UEFA of their plans to
restart their domestic
competitions. Soccer has
ground to a halt in Europe. In
a letter to the 55 federations
in UEFA, president
Aleksander Ceferin wrote that
any league cancelling its
season would need to
produce a list of teams that
have qualified for European
club competitions, also by
May 25.

Ding and Nakamura 
join Carlsen in lead
NEW DELHI

Ding Liren and Hikaru
Nakamura joined Magnus
Carlsen in the lead with 11
points after five rounds of the
$250,000 Magnus Carlsen
Invitational online chess
tournament on Monday. Ding
defeated Ian Nepomniachtchi
2.5-1.5 and Nakamura took
one point off Fabiano
Caruana, who went on to post
a 3-2 victory. 
The results (fifth round):
Fabiano Caruana (USA) bt
Hikaru Nakamura (USA) 3-2;
Ding Liren (Chn) bt Ian
Nepomniachtchi (Rus) 2.5-1.5.
Standings: 1-3. Ding Liren
(Chn, 11 points), Hikaru
Nakamura (USA, 11), Magnus
Carlsen (Nor, 11); 4. Fabiano
Caruana (USA, 10), 5-6.
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave (Fra,
5), Ian Nepomniachtchi (Rus,
5); 7. Anish Giri (Ned, 4); 8.
Alireza Firouzja (FIDE, 3).

Indian Cricketers' Associa-
tion (ICA) chairman Ashok
Malhotra has appealed to le-
gends of the game and star
players to contribute for the
welfare of the less-privi-
leged former Ranji Trophy
players who are facing "-
nancial crisis due to the
lockdown.

The ICA has requested all
of its 1750 members to con-
tribute at least $ 1,000 in or-
der to support around 30
former Ranji Trophy players
who are not eligible to get
pension from the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI).

“These players have "n-
ished their careers but are
not getting pension from
anywhere. They were either
working in an academy or
running an academy. Since
they have no other source of
income, we aim to provide
them $ 25,000 per month
till the time the lockdown is
in force. Some of them need
medical assistance as well,”
said Malhotra.

“We have asked the eligi-
ble cricketers to apply for

the assistance by May 15.”
In order to identify the

bene"ciaries from "ve
zones, the ICA has formed
an eight-member commit-
tee. It comprises "ve ICA
members (including Malho-
tra) and BCCI Apex Council
members Aunshuman Gaek-
wad and Shantha Rangaswa-
my and Indian Premier
League Governing Council
member Surender Khanna.

“The committee will
make the "nal list of bene"-
ciaries who are in dire need
of money.”

According to Malhotra,
several former cricketers
have promptly responded to
ICA’s request. “Aman Kumar
and Ashwini Kumar from
Haryana were the "rst ones
to respond. Three USA-
based cricketers — R.S. Ghai,
Ashöok Patel and Balkar
Singh — have also contribut-
ed. I appeal to the legends
and star cricketers to contri-
bute to the cause.”

Malhotra said even
though this e!ort would not
be for a lifetime, the ICA
would continue to work for
the well-being of the cricket-
ing fraternity. 

ICA seeks help from
former cricketers
Y.B. Sarangi 

KOLKATA 

India lost the hosting rights
of the 2021 men’s boxing
World Championship to
Serbia after the Internation-
al Boxing association (AIBA)
alleged non-payment of
host fee by the National
federation.

Boxing Federation of In-
dia (BFI) blamed it on “pro-
cedural complications”
arising out of AIBA’s failure
to resolve “issues” with re-
gards to the account to
which the money was to be
transferred. The payment
was due on Dec. 1 last year. 

BFI loses
hosting rights
of 2021 Worlds 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

It was sheer entertainment
as Vijay Amritraj and son
Prakash had a lively chat
with Purav Raja on his Insta-
gram show, Chai with Raja.

Recalling the 1987 Davis
Cup summit clash in Gothen-
burg, Vijay said, "The Swed-
ish public and organisation
was fantastic. Wish we could
have spent a few hours more
on court. We managed to win

one set in "ve matches in
that Davis Cup "nal. It was
very special, as it was the se-
cond time in my career to be
in the Davis Cup "nal after
1974. We learnt a lot from
that match.”

The 66-year-old, a regular
at Wimbledon for the last 50
years, applauded Raja for his
choice of questions.

Vijay, who reached a ca-
reer-best rank of 18 in 1980,
tried his best to groom Pra-
kash from the junior days,
but injuries meant that the

latter could not crack the top
150.

Prakash said that if anyth-
ing could be changed, he
would have loved to listen to
his gut, make his own deci-
sions and have peace of mind
about his tennis career. It
was hard to live up to the fa-
mous surname and handle
all the media attention.

“Winning the "fth match
against Uzbekistan [in
2008],” said Prakash, about
his most memorable Davis
Cup tie.

When queried about tak-
ing up Davis Cup captaincy, a
candid Vijay said it was “im-
portant for others to do it”.

He picked Ramesh Krish-
nan, who reached a career-
high rank of 23 in 1985,
ahead of his father Rama-
nathan Krishnan, and called
Ramesh ‘the Therapist’.

Between Leander Paes
and Mahesh Bhupathi, Vijay
opted for the latter as his
doubles partner, saying that
it was because he himself
played the deuce court.

Vijay would have preferred Bhupathi as partner 
Prakash Amritraj says it was hard to live up to the famous surname

TENNIS 

Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI

Purav Raja chatting with Vijay
and Prakash Amritraj.

* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Former India captain Mo-
hammad Azharuddin says it
is time the ICC confers with
all cricket boards and revi-
sits the Future Tours Pro-
gramme to "nalise the inter-
national calendar for the
next three years in the wake
of the prevailing COVID-19
crisis.

“Since there is a global
problem now because of
COVID-19, this is mandatory
in the interest of the game,”
Azhar, currently the Hyde-
rabad Cricket Association

president, said in a chat
with The Hindu on Tuesday.

“It is pretty obvious that
even the domestic season,
for instance HCA’s leagues,
will be o! to a delayed start
and consequently the whole
calendar of BCCI will be af-
fected. 

“There will de"nitely be
far fewer tournaments on
the domestic front,” he said.

“These are tough times
and hence I feel the ICC
should come out with a con-
crete plan to o!set whatever
losses the boards su!er "-
nancially,” he said.

ICC should step in: Azhar
V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM

HYDERABAD

Catch Olympian and
India’s highest-

ranked table tennis
player, A. Sharath
Kamal, in a live chat on
Sportstar's Instagram
handle (@sportstarweb)
on April 29
(Wednesday) at 4 p.m.
IST.

Sharath live! 


