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Sonia accuses BJP of
spreading communal
hatred amid pandemic 
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Don’t forget that I 
am an elected CM,
Mamata tells Governor 
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WHO should have
‘weapons inspector’
powers: Scott Morrison

page 12 

FRIDAY REVIEW " 4 PAGES

Grocery kits even for
those without cards
CHENNAI 

The Registrar of Cooperative
Societies on Thursday
informed the Madras 
High Court that a !500
grocery kit being sold by 
the State government 
during the lockdown can 
be purchased even by 
those who have no ration
cards, and the kits will be
available in other outlets too,
apart from all ration shops. 

TAMIL NADU " PAGE 4 
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NEARBY

Exemption for MGNREGS,
construction works 
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
on Thursday decided to allow
construction activities in rural
areas and MGNREGS work,
and activities in the supply
chain of essentials, whether
manufacturing or wholesale
or retail of such goods. 

TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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Industrialists seek 
easing of curbs
CHENNAI 

Leading industrialists in 
Tamil Nadu on Thursday
urged Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami 
to relax restrictions to
facilitate exports and allied
activities during the
lockdown. Mr. Palaniswami
assured them that he would
consider their requests. 
TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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India has managed to main-
tain a linear growth of CO-
VID-19 cases over the one
month period during its
lockdown, the Union Health
Ministry said on Thursday
even as the country reported
over 1,409 new COVID-19
cases, taking the total num-
ber of cases to 21,700 with
16,689 active ones.

There have been over
4,324 recoveries, which
takes the recovery rate to
19.89 %, the Health Ministry
said. A total of 686 deaths
have been reported, with 34
in the past 24 hours.

It added that as on Thurs-
day, there are 12 districts that
did not have a fresh case in
the last 28 days. Since April
21, eight new districts have
been added including — Chi-
tradurga (Karnataka), Bilas-
pur (Chhattisgarh), Imphal
West (Manipur), Aizawl West
(Mizoram), Bhadradri Kotha-
gudem (Telangana), Pilibhit
(Uttar Pradesh), SBS Nagar
(Punjab) and South Goa
(Goa). 

Also, 78 districts from 23
States/Union Territories
have not reported any fresh
cases during the last 14 days. 

State Health Departments
have put the nationwide
death toll at 718 with 23,034
cases of which 17, 428 are ac-
tive ones. 

Maharashtra has 5,304 ac-
tive cases, with Mumbai re-
porting 478 new cases and
eight deaths on Thursday
taking the death toll to 168
and 4,232 cases.

‘Strategies succesful’
“Despite a 24-fold increase
in testing, the percentage of
positive cases is not rising
phenomenally when com-

pared to the percentage of
positive cases at the begin-
ning of the lockdown,” said
chairman of the empowered
group-2 C.K. Mishra. 

“The growth of cases has
been more or less linear, not
exponential; this indicates
that the strategies we have
adopted have succeeded in
containing the infection to a
particular level,” he added. 

Lockdown ensured growth of
cases remained linear, says govt. 
12 districts free of new cases for 28 days; total number of cases is now 21,700

special correspondent

NEW DELHI 
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The government withdrew
on Thursday the clause al-
lowing !ling of an FIR
against a company and its
management if an employee
tests positive for COVID-19,
following concerns raised by
India Inc.

“There is no mention of
sole responsibility !xed of
owner/director on detection
of COVID-19 positive case/s,”
stated the reworked guide-
lines sent to business own-
ers. “The policy has been re-
vised and the FIR clause
removed. All the confusions
on this matter should end.” 

Information and Broad-
casting Minister Prakash Ja-
vadekar, meanwhile, main-
tained that there was no
government directive “for
an FIR against a factory”.

‘No harassment’
On Thursday, Home Secre-
tary Ajay Bhalla wrote to the
Chief Secretaries of all States
requesting that the guide-
lines “should not be misused
to harass management of
any manufacturing/com-
mercial establishment”. 

He said some apprehen-
sion had been raised in the
media based on a wrong in-
terpretation of the guide-
lines. It was believed that the
States may take legal action,
including imprisonment of
the CEO, if a COVID-19 posi-

tive employee is found in the
factory, and that in such a
scenario the factory would
be sealed for three months. 

“I would like to clarify
that there is no such clause
in the consolidated revised
guidelines...,” Mr. Bhalla

said. Subject to compliance
with standard operating pro-
cedure, no fresh licence or
statutory approval is needed
for resumption of permitted
activities, he said.

Clause allowing FIR against
!rms for COVID-19 cases goes
Industries can start production fearlessly, says Javadekar 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

The Finance Ministry on
Thursday issued an order
freezing the Dearness Allo-
wance (DA) to the Central
employees and Dearness
Relief (DR) to pensioners at
current rates till July 2021.

“In view of the crisis
arising out of COVID-19, it
has been decided that the
additional instalment of
Dearness Allowance... and
Dearness Relief..., due
from January 1, 2020, shall
not be paid,” said the or-
der. 

“The additional instal-
ments of Dearness Allo-
wance and Dearness Relief
due from July 1, 2020, and
January 1, 2021, shall also
not be paid. However,
Dearness Allowance and
Dearness Relief at current
rates will continue to be
paid,” it said.

DA for Central
sta" frozen 
till July 2021 
spcial correspondent

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

With just about 10 days to go
for the lockdown to end on
May 3, Maharashtra urged
the Union government to
plan and resume railway ser-
vices for several lakh mi-
grant labourers who want to
return home.

In a letter to Minister for
Railways Piyush Goyal on
Thursday, Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Ajit Pawar warned of a
possible repeat of the violent
incidents at the Bandra rail-
way station on April 14,
when thousands of migrant
labourers who had gathered
hoping to return home had
to be turned back.

He appealed for advance
planning for resuming train
services to facilitate the re-

turn of nearly 6.5 lakh la-
bourers. The special trains
could originate from Mum-
bai and Pune to all major
destinations in the country,
he said, “to accommodate
all such restless labourers”. 

Warning of potential law

and order problems, Mr. Pa-
war said Maharashtra has
the highest number of mi-
grant workers from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and other
northern States.

Plan ahead for train services for
migrant workers: Maharashtra
Desperation might spark Bandra-like clashes: Ajit Pawar 

Special correspondent 

Mumbai

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

Desperate measure: Migrant workers gathered in Bandra
earlier this month, defying the lockdown. * ZOYA THOMAS

A mathematical model
projects no respite from the
growth in COVID-19 cases
and deaths for at least three
weeks. Based on the
relationship between deaths
and cases from several
countries, the model says
India's healthcare system
must prepare to tend to
7,928 ICU patients on May 6,
or three days after the
lockdown ends. " PAGE 10

‘More cases likely
for three weeks’ 

In a report on the Industrial
Relations Code, 2019, the
Parliamentary Committee
on Labour recommended
that “in case of natural
calamities, payment of
wages until the re-establish-
ment of the industry may be
unjusti!able”. Panel
Chairman Bhartruhari
Mahtab said the lockdown
could be counted as such a
calamity. " page 8

‘Industries can’t
be forced to pay’ 

India’s trajectory in
COVID-19 cases is following
the U.S. and is likely to
reach a plateau rather than
peak soon, one of China’s
top infectious disease
experts has said. Since there
were signs of community
transmission in India, it was
more likely to follow the
U.S. trend rather than limit
cases to a low number, Zang
Wenhong said. " PAGE 10 

India follows U.S.
trajectory: expert 

Much needed: Workers preparing personal protective
equipment in Patna on Thursday. * RANJEET KUMAR

Bhupesh Baghel seeks
payment of MGNREGS
wages in foodgrains 

page 8 

Safeguarding livelihoods: Away from the lockdown, women undertaking desilting as part of the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme at Nidigattu village in Visakhapatnam district on Thursday. With over 93 lakh 
registered workers, Andhra Pradesh is one of the leading States in the implementation of the MGNREGA. * K.R. DEEPAK 
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Field work

A group of government
doctors and medical sta" in
Rae Bareli, Uttar Pradesh,
have released videos
highlighting the poor and
unpleasant living facilities
provided to them at a
government-run school,
where they were lodged
under “active quarantine”.

After the “expose”, the
chief medical o#cer of the
district shifted the 25
doctors and paramedical
sta" to a guest house,
providing them en suite
single rooms. 

Till Wednesday evening,
Rae Bareli had reported 43
COVID-19 cases, all of them
active.

In a series of short videos,
the doctors and paramedical

sta" of the L1 facility
(community health centre),
showed the poor conditions
they were made to live in.

In a video, a man,
identifying himself as a
medical o#cer, described

the team’s sleeping space,
with four beds in a room
thus: “It is 3 a.m. The
electricity is gone. Fans are
not working. This is
awesome !ve-star class
facility.” He then walks

towards the shared toilet
area, which has a dirty and
stained $oor, and shows the
toilets, some of which are
blocked and dirty.

‘Food not packed’
In another video, a voice
describes the food available.
Oily puris and sabzi are
sealed together in a cloth
bag without proper packing.
“This is the food for active
quarantine for doctors and
all sta" who are treating
coronavirus patients,” it
said. In the third video, a
person in full PPE kit
explained how the members
lived in conditions that went
against active quarantine
norms. Not only did they
have to share bathrooms
and toilets, they were
boarded in big classrooms

with four beds in each.
“Totally wrong for active
quarantine,” he said. 

There was no light on the
premises a day earlier; even
the food came late. They
were also made to share a
single water can of 20 litres,
he added.

A mobile toilet was
installed outside when they
complained but they had no
bathrooms.

S.K Sharma, Chief
Medical O#cer, said, “We
have shifted everyone to a
guest house nearby. We are
also arranging for a live
kitchen there, so the doctors
can get hot cooked food.
The facilities [at the L1
centre] were arranged by
the local administration. I
was myself not satis!ed with
it,” he said.
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In Rae Bareli, doctors have untold stories of quarantine

Omar Rashid

LUCKNOW

Medical team releases videos of cramped space, dirty toilets, cold food, is then moved to guest house

Pushed to a corner: A video grab shows a medical team
member in a cramped quarantine facility. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
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Tamil Nadu reported two
deaths due to COVID-19 on
Thursday even as 54 persons
tested positive for the dis-
ease in the State, with Chen-
nai accounting for half the
cases. The State’s COVID-19
tally now stands at 1,683 (in-
cluding two who were
counted in other States and
one person who tested nega-
tive after death.) 

A 70-year-old man died of
COVID-19 at the Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hospi-
tal. Hospital authorities said
he had diabetes, hyperten-
sion and chronic kidney dis-
ease. He was on dialysis. He
tested positive for COVID-19
three days ago. The other
death was of a 56-year-old
woman, admitted to Apollo
Hospitals. She had tested
positive on April 4. With

this, the State has reported a
total of 20 deaths due to CO-
VID-19. 

At present, there are 908
active cases in the State. Of
the 90 persons discharged
during the day, 29 were from
IRT Perundurai Medical Col-
lege Hospital, 27 from Coim-
batore ESI Medical College
Hospital and 20 from the Ti-

runelveli Medical College
Hospital. With this, the total
number of persons dis-
charged so far is 752. 

Chennai continued to wit-
ness a spike in COVID-19 cas-
es, with its count increasing
to 400. Of the 27 new cases,
four were children aged be-
low 10 years. Dharmapuri
district, which had no CO-
VID-19 cases so far, recorded
its !rst. There were !ve new
cases in Salem, four in Na-
makkal, three each in Dindi-
gul and Virudhunagar, two
in Madurai, and one each in
Chengalpattu, Ramanathap-
uram, Tenkasi, Thanjavur,
Tirunelveli, Tirupattur, Ti-
ruppur, Tiruvarur and
Villupuram.

From 10 districts on Wed-
nesday, fresh cases were re-
ported in 16 districts. 

Two deaths, 54 new cases of
COVID-19 in Tamil Nadu 
Chennai accounts for half the fresh cases, tally touches 400

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Relatives at the funeral of a
COVID-19 victim in Chennai.

* B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2
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TAMIL NADU

Three days after it an-
nounced that there would be
no relaxation from the CO-
VID-19 lockdown for any in-
dustry, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment on Thursday
decided to exempt certain
activities in non-contain-
ment areas of the State and
allow some services.

While construction activi-
ty in rural areas and
MGNREGS work will be al-
lowed, activities in the sup-
ply chain of essentials — ma-
nufacturing, wholesale and
retail of such goods — have
been exempted.

A senior o!cial told The
Hindu that more relaxations
were likely to follow the two
G.O.s issued on Thursday. 

Asked why the govern-
ment took the decision three
days after it chose to retain
the restrictions, the o!cial
said that the prevailing situa-
tion then was such that it was
felt that there was no neces-
sity to o"er any relaxation.

“But the 21-member exp-
ert panel has been continu-
ously monitoring the situa-
tion, and as and when it is
required to allow relaxa-
tions, the panel is giving re-
commendations,” he said.

When asked whether
more relaxations would fol-

low, he replied in the a!r-
mative but refused to divulge
details.

In a G.O., Chief Secretary
K. Shanmugam said: “All fa-
cilities in the supply chain of
essential goods, whether ma-
nufacturing, wholesale or re-
tail of such goods through lo-
cal stores, large brick and
mortar stores or e-com-
merce companies, including
food processing units such as
bread factories, milk pro-
cessing plants, #our mills,
dal mills, etc., located in ur-
ban areas” were exempted
from lockdown restrictions. 

Facilities for export/im-

port, such as packhouses, in-
spection and treatment facil-
ities for seeds and
horticulture produce and re-
search establishments deal-
ing with agriculture and hor-
ticulture activities were also
exempted from the lock-
down restrictions, through a
G.O. dated March 25.

Subject to conditions
Construction projects in ru-
ral areas, including irriga-
tion, desilting of tanks and
channels, ongoing works
with regard to dam safety,
buildings (including con-
struction and maintenance

of medical colleges and hos-
pitals), roads and bridges,
water supply and sanitation,
brick kilns, hardware mate-
rial supply on-call basis,
electricity-related works
(generation, transmission
and distribution) could be al-
lowed, subject to certain
conditions.

MNREGA works, especial-
ly those related to irrigation
and water conservation in
rural areas, excluding con-
tainment zones and red
blocks listed (see table,
which would be updated by
from time-to-time by the
Health and Family Welfare

Department) could be al-
lowed, but after ensuring sa-
fety norms.

However, not more than
one-third of the required
number of labourers should
be mobilised and strict phys-
ical distancing guidelines
should be followed. 

Besides, State/Central go-
vernment o!ces for the
maintenance of essential ser-
vices could function with at-
tendance not exceeding 33%
of the total sta".

The decision of the State
government was based on
recommendations of the
Commissioner of Revenue
Administration.

Before allowing these se-
lect additional activities, the
district administration shall
ensure that all preparatory
arrangements with regard to
the standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) for physical
distancing in o!ces, work-
places, factories and esta-
blishments, as also other sec-
toral requirements, are in
place.

The government also al-
lowed the operation of
homes for children/ dis-
abled/ mentally-challenged/
senior citizens/destitutes/
women/widows, bedside at-
tendants and care-givers of
senior citizens residing in
their homes.

Curbs eased on supply chain of essentials, building work in villages
More relaxations on the cards, based on recommendations of the expert panel on lockdown exit

Dennis S. Jesudasan

CHENNAI

Playing it safe: A man cycles home with his pet, after paying a visit to the Government
Veterinary Hospital in Vepery, on Thursday. * R. RAGU

Leading industrialists in Ta-
mil Nadu on Thursday urged
Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami to relax restric-
tions to facilitate exports
and allied activities during
the COVID-19 lockdown.

Mr. Palaniswami, who
held a meeting via video-
conference with captains of
industry to examine the
feasibility of allowing va-
rious sectors to function
during the lockdown, gave
an assurance that he would
consider their requests.

“Since some of them
[companies] were in the
middle of [transacting] ex-
port orders, they sought cer-
tain relaxations [of restric-
tions] so that business could
be maintained with interna-
tional clients,” an o!cial
told The Hindu.

Hari Thiagarajan, chair-
man, CII, T.N. State Council,
said that he had sought
priority for export-oriented
units and industries in rural
areas, without compromis-
ing on safety. 

Raising the issues faced
by the cement industry, N.
Srinivasan, vice-chairman,
India Cements, told the CM

that trucks were stuck mid-
way and the drivers had left.

The government heard
their views and gave an assu-
rance that it will examine
their suggestions, but did
not give any timeframe for
implementing them, the
sources added.

Aqeel Ahmed Panaruna,
chairman, Council for Leath-
er Exports, said, “We are ex-
tremely satis$ed with our
meeting.” 

TVS Group chairman Ve-
nu Srinivasan and Tube In-
vestments managing direc-
tor S. Vellayan were among
the participants of Thurs-
day’s meeting, which was al-
so attended by Industries
Minister M.C. Sampath,

Chief Secretary K. Shanmu-
gam, Finance Secretary S.
Krishnan, Industries Secre-
tary N. Muruganandam and
other senior o!cials.

On Friday, representa-
tives of the Apparel Export
Promotion Council, the
Coimbatore District Small
Scale Industries’ Associa-
tion, the Federation of In-
dian Export Organisations
and a few export associa-
tions from Tiruppur will par-
ticipate in a similar
discussion.

The 21-member expert
committee constituted by
the government is sche-
duled to meet on Friday.

(With inputs from Sanjay
Vijayakumar)

Dennis S. Jesudasan
Sangeetha Kandavel

CHENNAI

Industrialists list lockdown woes

COVID-19 is an “evolving epi-
demic” and it has started
posing a few challenges to
public health o!cials, bring-
ing in the need for detailed
investigation. If persons test-
ing positive for COVID-19 af-
ter the incubation period is
one challenge, understand-
ing the transmission dynam-
ics is another, they said.

According to the World
Health Organisation, most
estimates of the incubation
period — the time between
catching the virus and one
begins to have symptoms of
the disease — range from one
to 14 days. When a few States
had a quarantine period of
14 days, Tamil Nadu doubled
the number of days, $xing it
at 28. In one way, this has
proved right, as a few per-
sons have tested positive
even after 20 days, said o!-
cials. 

There were a few cases in
Tamil Nadu in which per-
sons tested positive after the
estimated incubation period
of 14 days, said o!cials. “We
have had a few such cases.
For instance, patients have
tested positive on the 16th

and 20th day. This is why Ta-
mil Nadu had decided to
have a double quarantine
period of 28 days, right from
the start. We are now taking
up detailed investigations of
such cases,” an o!cial said. 

O!cial sources said that
persons testing positive at a
later point were posing a
puzzle. There were similar
occurrences in Kerala too.
“It is challenging, but CO-
VID-19 is an evolving epi-
demic,” another o!cial said.

Transmission dynamics
Transmission dynamics is
another challenge. Health
o!cials said that some per-
sons who had attended the
conference in Delhi tested

negative for COVID-19, while
their family members tested
positive for the virus. In such
instances, those testing ne-
gative too were put under
isolation. “We need to un-
derstand transmission dy-
namics during the asympto-
matic period. Who is testing
negative is important, and
whether the person is capa-
ble of transmitting the virus
should be looked at,” he ad-
ded. 

Age is also a factor, said
o!cials. “The individual’s
immunity response too
plays a role,” an o!cial said. 

O!cials cited these as the
reason why they continue
insisting on strict adherence
to home quarantine norms.

Persons testing positive after incubation period a puzzle

Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

Patients waiting to be tested for COVID-19 at the Government
Kilpauk Medical College Hospital. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ 

‘Evolving epidemic’ throws up
challenges for health o!cials

Following their discharge
from hospitals, a number of
persons who have recovered
from COVID-19 have volun-
teered to donate plasma to
help other patients in need. 

Among these volunteers
is 37-year-old M.A. Mo-
hammed Usman Ali, a resi-
dent of Theni. He is current-
ly under home quarantine,
nearly a month after return-
ing from New Delhi, where
he had attended a confe-
rence conducted by Tablighi
Jamaat. He was discharged
from the Government Theni
Medical College Hospital on
April 15, after being hospital-
ised for 16 days for treat-
ment of the disease.

“I heard about plasma
therapy from a few doctors.
They said that those who re-
cover from COVID-19 will de-
velop antibodies. We [pa-
tients who have recovered]
are discharged after testing
negative for COVID-19 twice.
I am ready to donate plasma
if asked to do so. We are rea-
dy to support the govern-
ment in this [endeavour]. It
is important to help people,”
he said. 

A volunteer said that
some patients had, during
telephonic counselling ses-
sions to allay fears about CO-
VID-19, expressed their wil-
lingness to donate plasma.
The State is taking up trials
of convalescent plasma the-
rapy for critically-ill pa-
tients, which involves the
collection and transfusion of
plasma from persons who
have recovered from the
disease.

M. Mohammed Abbas, 38,
who had returned from the
Delhi conference on March
25, said he was hospitalised
at the Coimbatore ESI Medi-
cal College Hospital and dis-
charged on April 20. “The
hospital dean and the Sub-

Collector spoke to us about
the trials for plasma therapy.
I am de$nitely ready to do-
nate blood if it will bene$t
another patient. Many who
were discharged along with
me have also expressed their
willingness to do the same,”
he said. 

Authorities of a govern-
ment hospital in Chennai
said that they had informed
discharged patients about
the plasma therapy. “We in-
formed them that we would
contact them later. They can
donate plasma for other pa-
tients if they are willing to do
so,” a senior doctor said. 

As of April 22, 662 per-
sons were discharged from
hospitals across the State.

Ready to pitch in with plasma,
say discharged patients
T.N. is taking up trials of convalescent plasma therapy 
Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

Many of those discharged from hospitals have expressed
willingness to donate plasma if asked to do so. 

As on date, Coimbatore has a
total of 134 COVID-19 cases,
followed by Tiruppur with
110 cases. Nine other dis-
tricts — Chengalpattu, Dindi-
gul, Erode, Madurai, Namak-
kal, Thanjavur, Tirunelveli,
Tiruvallur and Tiruchi — had
50 and above cases. Ariya-
lur, Dharmapuri, Kallakuri-
chi, the Nilgiris, Perambalur
and Pudukottai have less
than 10 cases. Krishnagiri
has reported no COVID-19
case so far.

Rajendra Ratnoo, Central
nodal o!cer coordinating
on COVID-19 between the
Central and State govern-
ments, said, "Tamil Nadu has
really geared up and is work-
ing systematically. The
State’s surveillance, testing
and clinical management
has picked up, and the mor-
tality rate is still quite low." 

On the high number of
cases in Chennai, he said
population density was a key
factor. "Thick urban popula-

tion is a factor. A large num-
ber of persons have been
roped into surveillance in
the city," he added.

A total of 6,954 samples
and 6,880 individuals were
tested today. With this, the
total number of samples and
individuals tested in the
State till now stands at
65,977 and 59,952, respec-
tively. 

The State has got another
testing facility in the private
sector — Medall Healthcare,

Chennai. With this, there are
a total of 34 testing facilities
— 23 in the government sec-
tor and 11 in the private sec-
tor. 

A total of 1,787 persons
were in isolation facilities,
23,303 persons were under
active home quarantine and
108 in government quaran-
tine facilities. 

Till date, 87,159 persons
have completed their 28-day
home quarantine in the
State.

2 deaths, 54 new cases of COVID-19 in T.N.
FROM PAGE ONE

A. Ayyadurai, 50, a conser-
vancy worker deployed in
the COVID-19 containment
zone of V. Kalathur pan-
chayat in Perambalur dis-
trict, returned to work an
hour after burying his moth-
er — service to his people
amid a global pandemic was
more important to him. His
mother was ill for a long
time and died of blood sugar
complications.

Mr. Ayyadurai has been
working in the panchayat in
Veppanthattai block of Pe-
rambalur for over 20 years.
“He is well known among
people for being a dedicated
and humble man, but we did
not expect him to put their
needs before his own,” said
G. Prabhu, president of the
panchayat.

As part of e"orts to check
the spread of COVID-19, Mr.
Ayyadurai’s work involves
spraying disinfectant across
the village, including the
premises of the V. Kalathur
police station, which was
sealed after the head-consta-

ble there contracted the vi-
rus. Mr. Ayyadurai wears
personal protective equip-
ment and sets o" on his spe-
cial duties.

On Tuesday, at around
12.30 p.m., after he had $n-
ished the morning’s work,
Mr. Ayyadurai was informed
that his ailing 80-year-old
mother had died. He imme-
diately rushed home and bu-
ried her by 5 p.m., in the
presence of some 20 rela-
tives, said Mr. Prabhu.

After the burial, he was

back to work for his 6 p.m.
shift. “We expected him to
stay home and grieve and
had even arranged for a re-
placement, but he came
back and went about his reg-
ular work,” he added. 

Mr. Ayyadurai also sche-
duled rituals for the next day
around his lunch time, so
that he would not miss duty.
“The police had advised us
not to keep her remains for
long, and to ensure that peo-
ple do not gather,” he said.

“The people of V. Kalath-
ur need me now,” he said.
“My mother is no more. I
can sit at home and grieve
for days, but that is not going
to help anyone. If I go out to
work and keep the village
clean and spray disinfectant
properly, my people can re-
main indoors and sleep in
peace. The people of my vil-
lage have been afraid since a
policeman tested positive
and it is my job to reassure
them,” he said.

One’s personal problems
should never come in the
way of work, especially dur-
ing a crisis like this, he adds. 

For grieving conservancy
worker, village comes !rst
He turns up for duty soon after his mother’s funeral

Kathelene Antony 

PERAMBALUR

A. Ayyadurai spraying
disinfectant in the village. 

The State government has
issued a G.O. identifying 10
industries as continuous
process industries. These
include re$neries, large
steel plants including TMT
bar manufacturers, large
cement plants, continuous
process chemical
industries, including paints,

sugar mills, fertilisers, #oat
glass plants, large foundries
with continuous process,
tyre manufacturing plants
and large paper mills.

These industries will be
permitted to engage
“skeletal sta" for essential
maintenance of all closed
industrial units to ensure
safety of machinery/
installation,” the G.O. said. 

Some leeway granted
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The term ‘corona’, which is
now commonplace, thanks
to the global pandemic, has
been in vogue in Kanniya-
kumari for ages.

In fact, its use to denote
a type of skin disease was
so widespread that it found
its way into the Nanjil Naa-
tu Sollakarathi (Dictionary
of Nanjil Nadu), compiled
by folklorist A.K. Perumal.

“In the spoken language,
it is pronounced as ‘coro-
na’, but we write the word
as ‘corna’. It is a skin dis-
ease normally a"ecting the
$ngers and palm,” said Mr.
Perumal.

Achiammal, an 80-year-
old woman who is familiar
with the word, said it was
used to curse those who
tampered with weighing
measurements to cheat the
customers. 

“We would say, kaiyile
corona theenam pidikkat-
tum (Get corona disease in
your hands),” she recalled.
Theenam denotes disease.

Agriculturist Shenbaga-
sekaran said the word was
common among traders,
particularly among those
buying and selling milk and
paddy. 

“If women notice the
milkman trying to tamper
with the weighing vessels,
they would say, ‘Let your
hand get corona’,” he said.

At a time when paddy
was given as remuneration
instead of money, the word
was used to curse the em-
ployer if he tried to reduce
the amount of paddy.

“In the process it also be-
came more of an imagery. It
means that you should be
fair when it comes to pay-
ing remuneration to work-
ers,” Mr. Shenbagasekaran
said.

‘Corona’ an age-old
term, !nds mention in 
Nanjil Nadu dictionary
It denotes a disease a"ecting the palm

B. Kolappan

CHENNAI <> In the spoken
language, it is
pronounced as
‘corona’, but we
write the word as
‘corna’

A.K. Perumal

Folklorist
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Over one lakh families re-
siding in COVID-19 contain-
ment zones will be provid-
ed kabasura kudineer, a
herbal concoction believed
to boost immunity, the
State government said on
Thursday.

The initiative is part of
the ‘Arogyam’ campaign,
launched by Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
at the Secretariat on Thurs-
day. The Chief Minister dis-
tributed the concoction to
police personnel at the
launch of the initiative.
“The concoction is not a
medicine for treating CO-
VID-19, and is meant to
boost immunity,” an re-
lease said. 

Concoction to
be distributed
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Chennai Corporation
has shut the Andhra Mahila
Sabha Hospital in R.A. Pu-
ram after three persons —
two doctors and a nurse —
tested positive for CO-
VID-19 on Thursday, ac-
cording to sources.

Hospital shut 
CHENNAI
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Timings
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FRIDAY, APR. 24

RISE 05:52 SET 18:23

RISE 06:41 SET 19:30

SATURDAY, APR. 25

RISE 05:51 SET 18:23

RISE 07:22 SET 20:19

SUNDAY, APR. 26

RISE 05:51 SET 18:23

RISE 08:06 SET 21:11

A major stretch of the arte-
rial Anna Salai in Chennai
was closed for tra!c on
Thursday. 

The decision to seal key
junctions on Anna Salai by
placing barricades was taken
after the number of vehicles
entering the road increased
in the last two days.

Additional Commissioner
of Police, Tra!c, A. Arun
told The Hindu, “We e"ect-
ed diversions on Anna Salai
as there was higher tra!c
movement. In the lockdown
period, people are not sup-
posed to venture out on
roads. Only the essential ser-
vices and people who have
movement passes can move
on the roads. We saw a lot of
unnecessary movements
and so we decided to control
those movements. We are
not completely closing the
road but giving an alternate
way to reach their destina-
tion. The new measure will
be in place daily until the
end of the lockdown pe-

riod.” Mr. Arun said, “Our
main focus so far is only An-
na Salai. We are going to as-
sess the situation in other
areas as well for e"ecting si-
milar arrangement.”

Ever since the city police
promulgated prohibitory or-
ders restricting movement
of people and prohibiting
unlawful assembly, tra!c
police personnel along with
law and order police person-
nel installed iron barricades
at several points to check

vehicles and allowed only
pass holders, who were pro-
viding essential services. 

From noon on Thursday,
the long stretch of Anna Salai
was closed, including Little
Mount Junction, Nandanam
Signal, Teynampet Signal,
Vijayaragava road junction,
Anna Flyover and Spencer’s
Plaza. No vehicle was al-
lowed to enter into the road
and police personnel re-
fused to remove the barri-
cades for entry of pass hol-

ders as well. Along many
stretches, even motorists
who had relevant passes
were not allowed and had to
take a detour. A motorist
who tried to reach Anna Sa-
lai from T.Nagar said the
road leading to Spencer’s
Plaza was blocked. “I had to
go around under the #yover
and on instruction from a
policeman posted there I
took a detour via Catheral
Road, Music Academy and
General Paterson Road in
Royappettah. At the GP
Road-Anna Salai junction, I
was denied entry by police.” 

Caught unawares
“The sudden diversion led to
confusion and we had to
take detours to reach our
destination. At many junc-
tions, motorists were strand-
ed and gathered in large
numbers requesting police
personnel to allow them
through,” another motorist
from Velachery said. Police
o!cials said only ambulanc-
es and essential service vehi-
cles were allowed. 

Key junctions on Anna Salai closed
Heightened tra!c movement on arterial road led to step, say police 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

No entry: Barricades placed on the Gemini !yover, to curtail
vehicular tra"c, on Thursday. * K. V. SRINIVASAN

Amma canteens in the city
have started serving free
food. Nearly $ve lakh resi-
dents are expected to get
food in the 407 Amma Can-
teens every day. 

Chennai Corporation has
issued orders permitting
self-help groups to accept
funding from non-govern-
mental organisations which
have o"ered to donate food
and relief material.

“We will continue to serve
free food in all Amma can-
teens until further orders,”
said an o!cial of the Corpo-
ration. The facility was likely
to be continued even after
the lockdown as a number of
poor people might need sup-
port, o!cials said. 

The women SHG mem-
bers have been asked to sub-
mit records of sale of food in
their Amma canteens to the
NGOs who will pay the mo-
ney to the Corporation. 

Actor donates !50 lakh
Actor Raghava Lawrence has
donated %50 lakh for provid-

ing food in Amma Canteens,
the o!cials said. “We are us-
ing the money for providing
food in Amma canteens,”
said an o!cial. 

As of now, three NGOs
had contributed towards
free food. Many MLAs had
been funding Amma can-
teens, the o!cials said. Mi-
nister for Fisheries D. Jaya-
kumar had sponsored food
in two Amma canteens in
Tondiarpet zone and 22 Am-
ma canteens in Royapuram
zone.

Another political func-
tionary sponsored food in 11
Amma Canteens in Thiru Vi

Ka Nagar zone. Former
Mayor Saidai Duraisamy has
funded food in $ve Amma
canteens, according to a civ-
ic o!cial. 

Many prefer chapati
“The Corporation has
stopped chapati for dinner.
They have asked us to pro-
vide rice varieties. But most
visitors demand chapati for
dinner. Many senior citi-
zens, who are diabetic, re-
quest chapati. So the footfall
has dropped in the evening
in Amma Canteens,” said a
worker in one of the can-
teens.

NGOs allowed to contribute; many MLAs too chip in 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Succour for the distressed: Nearly 5 lakh people are likely to
bene#t from free food at canteens. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Free food at Amma Canteens

The Muslim Educational
Association of Southern In-
dia (MEASI), the parent bo-
dy of The New College,
Chennai, has contributed
%50 lakh to the Chief Minis-
ter's Public Relief Fund to-
wards meeting the chal-
lenge of tackling COVID-19
pandemic.

Prince of Arcot Nawab
Mohammed Abdul Ali,
who is also the president of
MEASI, spoke to Chief Mi-
nister Edapaddi K. Palanis-
wami over phone on Wed-
nesday, and requested him
to accept the o"er from a
minority educational insti-
tution, says a release. 

MEASI honorary secre-
tary T. Rafeeq Ahmed and
treasurer Elias Sait assisted
Mr. Ali in raising the fund. 

MEASI makes 
!50 lakh
donation to
CM’s fund
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Now, you can buy fresh
$sh in Chennai through
the Meengal mobile ap-
plication, launched by
the Fisheries Depart-
ment to facilitate home
delivery of both marine
and freshwater $sh. 

“The app has been
linked to four of our
stores in Anna Nagar,
Virugambakkam, Tey-
nampet and Santhome
and people within a 5-
km radius of these out-

lets of the Tamil Nadu
Fisheries Development
Corporation (TNFDC)
can place orders. Deliv-
eries are being done
between 9.30 a.m. and
12.30 p.m. for now dur-
ing the lockdown. It
takes us a maximum of
an hour from the time
of order for delivery,"
explained an o!cial. 

The TNFDC is plac-
ing orders from Pulicat
for cultured prawns,
fresh water $sh varie-
ties from reservoirs
and marine $sh from

Ramanathapuram
area. 

For now around
1,500 kg of $sh is being
sold in the city via
TNFDC outlets and on-
line orders. Consumers
can also order $sh on
their revamped site
www.meengal.com.
Soon, they plan to in-
troduce $sh pickles
and after the $shing
ban is lifted ready-to-
eat $sh dishes and dry
$sh too would be avail-
able for sale, the o!-
cial added. 

Special
Correspondent

CHENNAI

An app for home delivery of "sh 

For students, workers and daily
wage labourers from the North-
eastern States who have been
stranded in the city due to the
ongoing lockdown, a fourth ded-
icated relief centre has been
opened in the Chennai South Re-
gion. 

O!cials from the Chennai
South region have been closely
working with the North East In-
dia Welfare Association in identi-
fying and ensuring that those
from the northeast who are
stranded in the city are safe. 

“Many persons who were em-

ployed at salons, spas and res-
taurants in the city haven’t been
working since the lockdown and
have run out of money. There
are some students too who are in
the city to study and patients

who have come to the city for
medical treatment,” said Tluan-
ga Colney, general secretary of
the association. 

Mr. Colney said that in antici-
pation of these workers and la-
bourers running out of money
and provisions, the association
had reached out to community
leaders in the city and asked
them to identify persons who
needed assistance. “The Greater
Chennai Corporation has accom-
modated over 150 persons
across three dedicated shelters
and have also been arranging
transport to help people reach
the shelters,” he said. 

Fourth dedicated shelter for workers from
Northeast opened in south Chennai 
S. Poorvaja

Chennai

A shelter in the city. * FILE PHOTO

RAJAPALAYAM HOUND puppies for sale
. Contact 9940571155 .
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Parties to protest against
Centre today
PUDUCHERRY

The CPI, CPI (M), DMK and
VCK have decided to stage a
protest in front of the Gandhi
Statue on Friday against the
discrimination shown by the
Centre to the Union Territory.
CPI local unit secretary A. M.
Saleem told reporters on
Thursday that the Centre had
failed to provide any financial
assistance to the U.T. in its
fight against COVID-19.

Police officer tests
positive in Vaniyambadi
TIRUPATTUR 

A woman police officer in
Vaniyambadi tested positive
for COVID-19 on Thursday.
She was shifted to
Government Medical College
Hospital in Adukkamparai. As
soon as the test results came
the police station was out of
bounds for the public.

The whole world has
been shaken by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Scientists working in dif-
ferent !elds such as epi-
demiology, virology and
immunology are strug-
gling to !nd the remedy
to control and prevent
this epidemic. A number
of theories are going
around about the cause
and e"ect of this virus on
human beings. The pro-
tective role of small pox
and BCG vaccination
from COVID-19 is also be-
ing analysed.

Morbidity and mortali-
ty due to COVID-19 is high
in those with co-morbid
conditions including Dia-
betes. 

Type 2 diabetes is asso-
ciated with low grade
chronic in#ammation in-
duced by the excessive
visceral adipose tissue
(belly fat). Persistent hy-
perglycemia ( high blood
sugar ) and in#ammation
can cause ine"ective im-
mune response resulting
in decreased defense me-
chanism against any in-
fection. 

As a consequence, un-
controlled diabetes along
with advanced age is a
major factor of poor out-
come during an infection
with COVID-19.

Recently a ray of hope
has appeared in the use-
fulness of the class of
drug, DPP-4 inhibitors.
DPP-4 inhibitors are used
to control blood sugar le-
vels and widely used in
the treatment of Type 2
Diabetes.

We need to know the
function of DPP-4 to un-
derstand the role of

DPP-4 inhibitor. DPP-4 is
a type 2 transmembrane
glycoprotein expressed in
many tissues including
immune cells. Although
its functions are not fully
understood, it plays a role
in post meal glucose regu-
lation. 

DPP-4 expression is
high in visceral adipose
tissues and increases in-
#ammation and insulin
resistance. 

In a simple way we can
now understand a drug
that inhibits DPP-4 will re-
duce blood sugar, reduce
insulin resistance and re-
duce in#ammation.

Coming to COVID-19,
excessive in#ammatory
response after an infec-
tion has been shown to be

the major cause of an ad-
verse outcome including
acute respiratory distress
syndrome and acute kid-
ney injury. So harnessing
the protective role of
DPP-4 inhibitor in de-
creasing the profound in-
#ammation seems
logical.

Few studies published
on the anti–in#ammatory
protective role of DPP-4
inhibitors in diabetic
mice with MERS –CoV in-
fection support this con-
cept. A meta analysis in
human beings also
showed that upper respi-
ratory tract infection
does not increase signi!-
cantly with DPP-4 inhibi-
tors treatment. 

It concluded that
DPP-4 inhibitors have
been associated with anti
in#ammatory and anti
adipogenic e"ect. 

We need more data on
the anti-in#ammatory ef-
fect of DPP-4 inhibitors in
minimising the risk and
the progression of acute
respiratory complications
in COVID-19 patients with
Type 2 Diabetes. 

COVID-19 and diabetes: can DPP-4
inhibitors play a role? 

The Registrar of Cooperative
Societies on Thursday informed
the Madras High Court that a
$500 grocery kit being sold by
the State government, during
the ongoing lockdown, can be
purchased even by those who
do not have ration cards and
that the kits will be available in
other outlets too apart from all
ration shops. 

In a counter a%davit !led be-
fore Justices M. Sathyanaraya-
nan and M. Nirmal Kumar, Re-
gistrar G. Govindaraj said the
kit, containing 19 items of con-
sumables, was basically intend-
ed to help the poor and the mid-
dle class people who were
a"ected by the increased prices
of essential commodities dur-
ing the lockdown.

The Cooperative department
had come up with the idea of
selling the kits to mitigate the
grievances of a particular sec-
tion of people and hence it was
decided to sell those kits
through ration shops. 

“Now, the grocery kits will al-
so be made available for sale at

self-service units, retail outlets,
Amma mini cooperative super-
markets and mobile farm fresh
outlets,” he added.

The counter was !led in res-
ponse to a public interest litiga-
tion petition !led by advocate
A.P. Suryaprakasam seeking a
direction to the government to

ensure door delivery of the
grocery kits to avoid crowd in
the outlets. 

Door delivery
However, the Registrar did not
commit whether it would be
possible to ensure door delivery
of the kits. 

He said, “The sales person-
nel in ration shops are engaged
in issuing COVID-19 relief pack-
age of $1,000 and essential
commodities to all cardholders.
They are continuing to work in
this extraordinary situation.
They have been stepping out of
their homes and serving the pe-
ople to avoid hunger and to en-
sure availability of food items
during the lockdown period.”

With this submission, the Re-
gistrar urged the court to dis-
miss the PIL petition.

Those without ration cards can also
purchase grocery kits, govt. tells HC
The pack will be available in other outlets too, apart from all ration shops

Mohamed Imranullah s.

CHENNAI

The kit, containing 19 items of consumables, was basically intended
to help the poor and the middle class. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

The results of surveillance tests
undertaken across the city have
shown that there is no commun-
ity spread of COVID-19, health
o%cials said on Thursday.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, Prashant Kumar Panda,
Health Secretary, said tests con-
ducted on randomly drawn sam-
ples from various city locations
showed no signs of the virus.
“This instils con!dence that Pu-
ducherry, which currently has
only three active COVID-19 pa-
tients recovering at the Indira
Gandhi Medical College & Re-
search Institute (IGMCRI) hospi-
tal, remains in Stage-1 of trans-
mission,” he said. “Our RT-PCR
testing has been very good. Till
date, we have tested 1,473 pa-
tients out of which 1,354 have re-
turned negative results for the
coronavirus,” he said. 

Surveillance tests done across city throw up negative results

Special Correspondent

PUDUCHERRY

A health worker collecting a sample from Chief Minister V.
Narayanasamy in Puducherry on Thursday. * S.S. KUMAR

No community spread of COVID-19
in Puducherry, say o!cials 

Chief Minister V. Narayanasamy,
Speaker V.P. Sivakolundhu and
several MLAs underwent an
RT-PCR test for COVID-19 as a
precautionary exercise on
Thursday.

The Health Department had

arranged the testing between 9
a.m. and 11 a.m. as a safeguard
measure for the leaders as they
had been visiting public places
and high-risk containment
zones to evaluate prevention
measures .

The results are expected on
Friday.

CM, Speaker undergo test 
Special Correspondent

Puducherry 

The Madras High Court on
Thursday dismissed as with-
drawn a public interest litiga-
tion petition !led by a lawyer
seeking a direction to the Union
Finance Ministry and Reserve
Bank of India to instruct banks
and other !nancial institutions
to extend the moratorium for
repayment of all kinds of loans
till July 31 and not to levy inter-

est on delayed payments.
Justices M. Sathyanarayanan

and M. Nirmal Kumar refused to
entertain the petition after Che-
vanan Mohan, counsel for RBI,
told the court that it was for the
Centre and the apex bank to
take a call on issues having !-
nancial implications and not for
courts to issue directions. 

Multiple prayers
He also said the litigant had

sought multiple prayers which
were beyond judicial scrutiny.

In his petition, the litigant B.
Ramkumar Adityan had also in-
sisted upon suspending Elec-
tronic Clearance Services (ECS),
for collecting Equated Monthly
Instalments (EMIs), till July 31.
He further wanted repayment
of the cheque dishonour charg-
es or ECS non-clearance charg-
es and other charges, if any, le-
vied by the banks for default

after March 1.
The Division Bench also dis-

missed on merits yet another
petition !led by the same la-
wyer with a plea to open tem-
porary markets in schools, col-
leges and community halls to
decongest regular markets and
to issue coloured passes, de-
pending upon age group, to the
people for stepping out of their
houses on di"erent days of the
week for purchasing essentials.

HC refuses to direct banks to suspend EMIs
RBI counsel says Centre and apex bank will take a call on the issue 

Legal correspondent

Chennai 

Actor and Makkal Needhi Maiam foun-
der Kamal Haasan is trying to spread
hope through music. His latest creation
Arivum Anbum, a song that sees big
names of the !lm industry teaming up, is
an attempt to spread positivity in these
troubled times. 

“I hope this song is a therapy, a calm-
ing factor in these times,” said Kamal
Haasan, after launching it on a Zoom call
with over 50 mediapersons. “The way
the artistes came together showed me
what a grand family I belong to. It’s not
that me directing this song will ward o"
COVID-19. All grown-up people were
once children who heard lullabies. So,
we did this for that man on the street
without food...maybe this will keep his
hope up for tomorrow.”

The launch was perhaps the !rst time
a track has been unveiled virtually in
front of mediapersons from across the
world, with all of them safe in their
homes. Joining the video call was music
composer Ghibran.

Kamal unveils song
on COVID-19 
Srinivasa Ramanujam

CHENNAI

The State government has paid $1,000
each to 7,489 members of various as-
sociations under the Cine Workers’
Welfare Board to help them tide over
the crisis created by the COVID-19 out-
break, said the Minister for Informa-
tion and Publicity, Kadambur Raju.
The board has 21,679 members. 

Aid for cine workers
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI 

The Tamil Nadu Dr. Am-
bedkar Law College has
introduced online les-
sons for !ve-year and
two-year law degree
students. O%cials said
the administration tran-
sited to virtual instruc-
tion for both P.G. and
U.G. students as the

lockdown came in the
middle of the semester.
The university has
around 1,500 students
and a month’s classes
have not been held due
to the lockdown. They
said a fortnight ago they
announced the launch
of online classes. “Stu-
dents were provided
the lectures provided

via applications like
Google classroom and
other virtual learning
platforms. Around 400
students have regis-
tered under each pro-
fessor,” an o%cial in-
formed. “It has received
good reception. Our
professors have been
uploading study mate-
rials ,” she said.

Law College starts online classes
Professors upload study materials of all subjects

R. Sujatha

CHENNAI

Schools asked not to
demand fees 
PUDUCHERRY

The Directorate of School
Education on Thursday
directed government-aided
and unaided private schools
not to compel students to
pay any type of fees for
2020-21 academic year. The
school authorities should also
desist from collecting
pending dues or penalty for
the last academic year during
the lockdown period,
Director of School Education,
P. T Rudra Goud said in a
release.

IN BRIEF

Marumalarchi Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam gen-
eral secretary Vaiko has
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urging the
Centre to implement cer-
tain measures under the
Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan
Yojana (ABVKY) to provide
some !nancial relief to
nearly 9 million workers
who had lost their jobs be-
cause of the lockdown.

Vaiko’s plea
Special Correspondent
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Friday: Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning,
hail and squall very likely at isolated places over Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura; with light-
ning, hail and squall at isolated places over sub-Himalayan West
Bengal, Sikkim, Jharkhand, Odisha, Assam, Meghalaya, Naga-
land, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala............. 7.8....33.5....22.7 Kozhikode....................—....36.4....27.8
Ahmedabad...........—....41.3....27.5 Kurnool .......................—....42.7....29.2
Aizawl...................—....26.8....15.1 Lucknow......................—....33.2....21.8
Allahabad..............—....38.0....22.6 Madurai .......................—....39.0....27.2
Bengaluru .............—....35.4....23.4 Mangaluru ...................—....37.1....27.1
Bhopal ..................—....38.0....24.6 Mumbai .......................—....36.3....26.5
Bhubaneswar.........—....34.2....25.0 Mysuru ........................—....35.9....24.2
Chandigarh ...........—....33.0....20.1 New Delhi ...................—....36.4....23.6
Chennai ................—....34.9....28.6 Patna ..........................—....34.8....24.2
Coimbatore ...........—....37.3....25.0 Port Blair.....................—....32.9....26.4
Dehradun ..............—....31.7....17.0 Puducherry ..................—....35.4....27.4
Gangtok........... 12.0....15.2......9.6 Pune............................—....39.6....24.0
Goa.......................—....34.6....26.5 Raipur .........................—....37.0....35.8
Guwahati ........... 6.0....28.2....18.8 Ranchi .........................—....34.0....20.0
Hubballi ................—....37.0....22.0 Shillong.................. 21.2....20.0........ —
Hyderabad ............—....39.1....26.5 Shimla.........................—....25.0....14.4
Imphal ............. 15.6....28.0....15.2 Srinagar.......................—......5.6........ —
Jaipur ................ 1.0....35.1....21.3 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.8....26.6
Kochi ............... 66.0....33.6....24.0 Tiruchi.........................—....40.5....27.0
Kohima .................—........ —....19.8 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata .................—....31.7....25.6 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.8....28.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
6.00 p.m., Panipat, Haryana
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
203 indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Panchkula,
Haryana recorded a healthy
AQI score of 25.

Ahmedabad..... 38 .22 .19 ....55 ...79 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 05 .08 .63 ..119 .....— ....*
Chennai .......... 08 .02 .39 ....14 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. 25 .28 110 ..283 .142 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 04 .55 .28 ....57 .....— ....*
Kolkata........... 09 .11 .20 ....18 ...31 ....*
Lucknow ......... 06 .40 .59 ..178 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 09 .12 .07 ....40 ...78 ....*
Pune............... 31 .11 .51 ....39 ...37 ....*
Visakhapatnam 08 .32 .06 ....13 ...35 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Andhra Pradesh once again
saw a spike in COVID-19 pos-
itive cases detected in a sin-
gle day. On Thursday, the
State reported 80 new cases
and three deaths, taking the
tally to 893 and the toll to 27. 

One more person with the
virus died in Telangana. Two
‘green’ districts in Kerala
with few or no cases turned
restricted zones with new
ones reported. 

Kurnool district in Andhra
Pradesh had 31 of the 80
fresh cases, taking the total
to 234. It also reported two
more deaths and Krishna dis-
trict reported one more. 

Guntur district followed
Kurnool with 18 new cases
and 195 in all. Chittoor, an
emerging hotspot, reported

14 new cases while Ananta-
pur and East Godavari re-
ported six new cases each,
and Krishna and Prakasam
two new cases each. Visak-
hapatnam had one new case.

Meanwhile, 21 patients —

nine in Krishna, seven in
Chittoor and !ve in Kadapa
districts — recovered and
were discharged. 

Kurnool and Guntur ac-
count for 48% of the State tal-
ly. They are followed by

Krishna (88), Chittoor (73),
Nellore (67), Kadapa (51),
Prakasam (50), Anantapur
(42), West Godavari (39),
East Godavari (32) and Visak-
hapatnam (22).

So far, 48,034 samples

have been tested. 

Kerala con!dent: CM
The Kerala government has
concluded that there is no
third stage, or community
transmission, of COVID-19 in
the State.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, brie!ng the media,
said that there was no com-
munity transmission, even
though the threat of this hap-
pening was very real.

There were 10 new CO-
VID-19 cases reported in Ker-
ala on Thursday. New cases
in two districts, Kottayam
and Idukki, earlier designat-
ed as green zones because
there were few or no cases,
have got the alarm bells ring-
ing. Idukki accounted for
four cases and Kottayam,
two, bringing the districts
back on the restricted zone
list. Kozhikode also reported
two cases, while Thiruva-
nanthapuram and Kollam
had one case each. Of 10 new

cases, four were from neigh-
bouring States, two from
abroad and four were con-
tacts of imported cases.

In Karnataka, 18 new cases
were reported on Thursday,
nine from a labour unit in
Hongasandra, Bengaluru. All
were primary contacts of a
54-year-old migrant labourer
who tested positive on Wed-
nesday. Bengaluru Mahanag-
ara Palike sealed the area. 

970 in Telangana 
Besides the fatality, cases in
Telangana touched 970 as 27
new ones were detected on
Thursday. Also, 58 people
were discharged.

Of 27 new cases, 13 were
from Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation, 10
from Jogulamba-Gadwal dis-
trict, said Telangana Health
Minister Eatala Rajender.
One case each was reported
in Kumaram Bheem, Med-
chal, Jangaon and Rangared-
dy districts.

Three die in Andhra Pradesh, one in Telangana 
Kurnool and Guntur, worst-hit districts in A.P., experience spike; Karnataka records 18 new cases while Kerala has 10 more

Special Correspondent

Vijayawada/
Thiruvananthapuram/
Bengaluru/Hyderabad

Police role: Police personnel on Thursday dressing up a mannequin to be placed at Sirsi Circle in Bengaluru in an e!ort to curb
tra"c violations in case lockdown restrictions are eased. * SUDHAKARA JAIN
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Dressed to save

Andhra Pradesh stood !rst
in the country in the CO-
VID-19 tests per million ratio
by conducting 961 tests on
Thursday, o"cials told Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy at a review meeting. 

Of the 48,034 tests con-
ducted so far, 14,423 were
rapid tests. Of them, 11,543
were conducted in the red
zones. On Wednesday,
6,520 RT-PCR tests were
conducted. Of the total ra-
pid tests, 30 turned out to
be positive. For further con-
!rmation, PCR tests would
be done, the o"cials said.

ICMR approval
Stating that the kits pro-
cured from South Korea had
the ICMR’s approval and
were working satisfactorily,
the o"cials said the tests
were being conducted as
per protocol. 

Mr. Reddy, while patting

the o"cials for the achieve-
ment, asked them not to be
complacent. 

“Take necessary steps
and conduct another round
of door-to-door survey in Ju-
ly. Focus attention on thalas-
semia, cancer and dialysis
patients. See that these pa-
tients do not face any hard-
ship. Respond immediately
to all the calls received on
the helpline number 104.
Ensure that emergency and
delivery cases are not hit,”
the Chief Minister said.

Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA

Jagan Mohan Reddy

A.P. now top State in
ratio of tests: o!cials

The terms and conditions of
the master service and non-
disclosure agreements
signed by the U.S.-based
Sprinklr with the State go-
vernment ensure that the
data of COVID-19 patients
and those under surveil-
lance are secure and their
right to privacy is protected,
according to a statement
!led by the State govern-
ment in the High Court on
Thursday.

The statement said the
privacy policy of the compa-
ny and international data
protection norms, including
the General Data Protection
Regulations, ensured a high
level of con!dence. The plat-
form made available by the
company could handle large
volumes of multichannel da-

ta and these would facilitate
e#ective monitoring of those
in home quarantine. None of
the government institutions
in the State was capable of
doing big data analysis in the
shortest possible time.

The statement said the
choice of jurisdiction of New
York courts was a standard
form of contract of the com-

pany. The data resided in In-
dia and there would there-
fore be no issues of
jurisdiction. Even if any
breach occurred outside In-
dia, prosecution could be in-
itiated within India under
Section 75 of the IT Act, pro-
vided such breach impacted
a computer or computer re-
source within the country.

Privacy protected in Sprinklr
deal, Kerala tells High Court 
Special Correspondent

KOCHI

A Division Bench of the
High Court comprising Jus-
tices C. Praveen Kumar and
D. Ramesh directed the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment to provide shelter,
food and medicine to mi-
grant workers within 24
hours of identifying them.

The court gave the direc-
tion to the State govern-
ment while hearing a peti-
tion !led by the
Communist Party of India’s
State secretary K. Ramak-
rishna seeking orders to
the Central and the State
governments to allow mi-
grant workers staying back
in Vijayawada, Guntur and
other places to return to
their hometowns and vil-
lages within the State and
other parts of the country. 

Provide relief
to migrant
workers: HC 
Staff Reporter

Vijayawada

The State government on
Thursday said the illegal
movement of people across
interstate borders might
have triggered the emer-
gence of new COVID-19 posi-
tive cases in Green zone dis-
tricts such as Idukki.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan $agged the smuggling
of people across borders in
cargo vehicles and lock-
down-defying illegal travel
across districts as the fore-
most threat to the State’s
epidemic containment stra-
tegy, which he said had en-
tered its third phase.

Mr. Vijayan asked law en-
forcers to commit their re-
sources, including drones,
to halt the to and fro move-

ment of people between Ker-
ala and Karnataka and also
Tamil Nadu through forest
trails, illegal crossing points,
and rural roads.

The tightening of lock-
down curbs had spawned a
ma!a that transported peo-
ple to other States and dis-
tricts in return for cash. The
curfew-breakers contracted
a network of ambulance and
container lorry drivers to
conceal passengers in the
holds of their vehicles. Some
persons living on properties
abutting inter-State borders
aided the racket.

Probe ordered
Mr. Vijayan ordered an in-
vestigation into how a
schoolteacher from Thiruva-
nanthapuram could enlist

the help of the police, and la-
ter the Excise Department to
travel to Thamarassery in
Kozhikode from where she
crossed over to Karnataka in
an excise vehicle for onward
passage to New Delhi.

The Wayanad police said
the woman had journeyed to
Muthanga unchallenged on
the strength of a vehicle pass
issued by the DySP, Narcotic
Cell, Thiruvananthapuram
Rural. She then crossed over
to Karnataka allegedly with
the help of an inspector at-
tached to the Excise Circle
O"ce, Kalpetta.

District Police Chief,
Wayanad, R. Ilanko, said the
police booked the woman
and the excise o"cial for
violating lockdown and jeo-
pardising pandemic control.

Kerala blames illegal travellers
for new cases in green zones
Chief Minister "ags smuggling of people in cargo vehicles

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram 

The Communist Part of
India (Marxist) on Thursday
said the party-led LDF
government in Kerala has
not violated the party’s
stance by engaging a U.S.
company to analyse
COVID-19 data. “The CPI(M)

does not think that the
government has gone
overboard... Adequate
safeguards have been made
to prevent data leak or
trading. Moreover, it could
be examined once the crisis
blows over,” State Secretary
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan told
reporters. 

CPI(M) supports State govt. 
Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Endowed with a unique
taste and $avour, and a
Geographical Indication (GI)
tag, the Devanahalli Pomelo,
the citrus fruit popularly
known as chakota, is getting
a fresh cultivation push. 

The Karnataka
Horticulture Department is
set to provide the plant to
interested farmers in
Devanahalli and
Doddaballapur regions. As
urbanisation grows and the
landscape changes, the
number of farmers growing
the fruit has dropped over
the years. The fruit is
localised to around 13
villages in Devanahalli taluk,
eight villages of Sidlaghatta

taluk and seven villages of
Doddaballapura taluk.

A Joint Director in the
Horticulture Department,
Krishnamurthy, said,
“Farmers in these areas
grow chakota on the borders
of their !elds or near their
houses. After the fruit
received the GI tag, they are
coming forward to grow the
plant more widely. The
department is using its
farms in Chikkaballapur and
Bengaluru Rural district to
provide plants and promote
it.” 

Massive nursery
At Soppahalli farm in
Chikkaballapur, the
department is growing
5,000 plants, to provide

them to interested farmers. 
Guru Kumar, a farmer

said, “Devanahalli is known
for chakota. During the
summer season, farmers sell
it on the Devanahalli main
road, on the National
Highway and other areas.

Each fruit is sold at around %
80. But there are no buyers
during the lockdown.”

Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL),
which operates the
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) too is

cultivating the fruit. BIAL
said in a statement that
under its CSR programme
‘Namma Ooru’, it will have
500 chakota plants. 

With departmental
support, 50 plants have
been planted in the campus
that once was a hub for
pomelos before the airport
came up. 

BIAL aims to promote
cultivation of the fruit and
form a viable market in
collaboration with the
Indian Council of
Agricultural Research and
other institutions. 

It would work with
farmers in and around
Devanahalli to promote
cultivation through self-help
groups.
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Karnataka gives Devanahalli chakota new wings 

Special Correspondent 

Bengaluru 

Bengaluru airport is helping to grow the citrus variety, which enjoys a Geographical Indication tag

Fruit punch: A #le photo of chakota on sale in Devanahalli.

KCR happy with work on
Kaleshwaram project 
HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao has
expressed satisfaction over
the arrangements being
made by the Energy
department to lift
Kaleshwaram project water
from Ranganayaksagar to
Kondapochamma reservoir.
Telangana Transco Managing
Director Prabhakar Rao said
all the lifts would be readied
in four to five days to
transfer Kaleshwaram project
water to Kondapochamma
reservoir.

IN BRIEF

TTD uploads 781
publications on website
TIRUPATI

The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) has
uploaded a whopping 
781 publications in seven
languages, including the
Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, in the e-
publications section on its
website www.tirumala.org.
The 781 publications include
492 in Telugu, 75 in Sanskrit,
122 in English, 74 in Hindi, 14
in Tamil and two each in
Kannada and Banjara
languages. 

Six held on poaching
charge in Wayanad
KALPETTA

Six persons were arrested on
Thursday on the charge of
poaching in the Wayanad
Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala.
Wildlife warden P.K. Asif said
the accused had hunted
Malabar giant squirrel, 
flying squirrel, porcupine
and mouse deer from the
Masalakunnu forest on the
Kerala-Karnataka border of
the sanctuary on April 21. 
They also vandalised a
surveillance camera 
installed in the Nagarhole
tiger reserve in Karnataka
adjacent to the sanctuary.

The average percentage of
occupancy in prisons across
Karnataka has been brought
down to 95% from 110% by
releasing 1,198 prisoners on
temporary bail and parole,
and shifting 575 prisoners
from overcrowded prisons
to less crowded ones for
preventing spread of CO-
VID-19, the State govern-
ment told the High Court of
Karnataka.

As many as 790 under-
trial prisoners were re-
leased on temporary bail
based on veracity of the
charges against them on re-
commendation of a High Po-
wered Committee (HPC),
constituted as per the apex
court’s guidelines to decon-
gest prisons as a precaution.
And 408 convict prisoners

were released on parole, the
government said in its
statement.

It also said that 575 had
been transferred from 12 of
the overcrowded prisons to
the six prisons having lesser
number of prisoners, and
an additional temporary liv-
ing space to house 1,471 pri-
soners has been created
since March 23.

Meanwhile, a special Divi-
sion Bench comprising
Chief Justice Abhay Shreeni-
was Oka and Justice B.V.
Nagarathna, taking note of
measures taken to prevent
COVID-19 in prisons, point-
ed out that the undertrial
prisoners can still !le pleas
to exercise their right to
seek bail from the jurisdic-
tional court even if the HPC
had not considered them for
release on temporary bail. 

‘Occupancy in Karnataka
prisons down to 95%’
State takes steps to prevent virus spread

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru
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EDITORIAL

Open in phases 
We should be cautious
about opening up several
sectors at one go in the !rst
week of May (“Most sectors
will be open by May 3, says
Sanjeev Sanyal”, April 23).
Every day we have about
1,000 new positive
COVID-19 cases in the
country. Mumbai, the
beehive of economic
activity, is a big hotspot, as
are some other cities. We
should be guarded in
opening up the remaining
sectors of the economy and
do this over phases. Every
industry, big or small,
should be allowed to
function only at a third of
its capacity, probably in
shifts. Wearing masks and
practising physical
distancing should be made

mandatory. 
Kosaraju Chandramouli,

Hyderabad

Important, albeit late
The Prime Minister’s call
for unity is important, but
it has come rather late
(“Script of unity”, April 23).
A particular community has
received a lot of hatred
online for “spreading” the
virus. Some TV channels
continue to portray
members of that
community as more
dangerous than the virus
itself. The ruling party’s IT
wing and cadres are
relentless in their attacks
on them. This hatred
towards members of one
community will a"ect
Indians working abroad,
especially in countries like

the UAE. As the editorial
points out, the call for unity
should translate into action. 
G.B. Sivanadam,

Coimbatore 

The new normal
It looks like the situation
won’t be safe for a long
time (“There may be no
going back”, April 23). It is
important to understand
that we were not asked to
practise physical distancing
or stay at home to cure
society of COVID-19; these
measures were taken to
only slow the spread of the
virus so that our healthcare
system wouldn’t be
overwhelmed. For the most
part, India has done that.
But when we emerge slowly
from the lockdown, the
virus could spread faster.

We need to make our
healthcare system more
robust to handle the load,
not mislead ourselves over
the outcome of this
lockdown period. 
Nagarajamani M.V.,

Hyderabad 

While we have to accept
that things will take a long
time to return to some
semblance of normalcy,
there is a silver lining. The
air quality in many places
has improved. With fewer
people going to work over
the next few weeks or
months, tra#c will greatly
reduce. Other infectious
diseases might also reduce
due to greater awareness
about personal hygiene.
This pandemic will teach us
to be kinder, more resilient

they handled at any point.
However, I do not subscribe
to the view that judges must
get as pension their last
drawn salary. Judges need
not be pampered post-
retirement and can save for
the future. Being legal
professionals, they can
earn additional money, if
needed. I also think that
other constitutional
functionaries like
Governors, Speakers,
Election Commissioners
and CAGs should also not
accept political and
government posts after
retirement. 
B.C. Unnikrishnan Nair,

Kuthiathode 

and patient. We should take
this opportunity to think
about how we can redesign
our lifestyle to have a more
peaceful co-existence with
nature.
P. Venkat, 

Chennai

O!ers post-retirement 
Not only must justice be
done; it must also be seen
to be done (“Pre-retirement
judgments and post-
retirement jobs”, April 23).
Hence, irrespective of the
judgments made, it should
be made a practice for the
serving judges not to accept
any government
assignments post-
retirement. Also, judges
should not accept any
assignments with any
political party whose case

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

E
ven as several countries strug-
gle to cope with the challenges

posed by COVID-19, Beijing’s mili-
tary moves in the contested South
China Sea continue to take place
unabated. In recent days, China
has conducted military drills and
deployed large-scale military as-
sets to the maritime area, while of-
!cially celebrating strides made in
exploiting disputed energy re-
sources in the sea. 

Strategy for expansion
The Vietnamese Ministry of Fo-
reign A"airs reported early this
month that a Chinese Coast Guard
vessel “rammed and sunk” a Viet-
namese !shing boat carrying eight
Vietnamese !shermen in the Para-
cel Islands in the South China Sea.
It maintained that this violates
“Vietnam’s sovereignty over the
Paracel Islands, causes property
losses and endangers the lives, sa-
fety and legitimate interests of the
Vietnamese !shermen”. It under-
lined that Chinese actions “also
run counter to agreements
reached by Hanoi and Beijing’s
leaders and the proposed Code of

Conduct that would govern all in-
terested parties in the South China
Sea dispute.” The Vietnamese go-
vernment lodged a diplomatic
protest with China’s embassy in
Hanoi, requesting the Chinese side
to investigate the incident, strictly
discipline the o#cers aboard the
Chinese vessel aforementioned,
prevent the recurrence of similar
actions, and make adequate com-
pensation for the losses of the Viet-
namese !shermen.

There have been incidents in-
volving Chinese !shing vessels and
the Chinese Coast Guard with In-
donesian !shing vessels in waters
around the Natuna Sea as well. In
February, Chinese !shing boats
$anked by Chinese Coast Guard
vessels dropped their trawl nets
yet again. China’s illegal !shing
near the Natuna Sea carries global
consequences, reminding regional
governments of Beijing’s expand-
ing claims to the South China Sea
through which one-third of the
world’s maritime trade $ows. 

Besides these incidents, there
were satellite images showing a
Chinese military plane landing on
Kagitingan Reef in the West Philip-
pine Sea in late March. There are
also reports that China recently
opened a research station on Kag-
itingan and Zamora Reef, also in
the West Philippine Sea, to gather
data on the ecology, geology, and
environment in the Spratlys.

It seems as though the COVID-19
outbreak in China did little to di-

minish the country’s strategy of re-
gional expansion. Routine opera-
tions of transport aircraft in the
South China Sea indicate that the
Chinese military is hardly a"ected
by the country’s health crisis.

Other claimant countries such
as the Philippines have con-
demned the sinking of the Vietna-
mese !shing vessel. The Foreign
Ministry of the Philippines issued
a statement that said, “Such inci-
dents undermine relations bet-
ween Southeast Asian nations and
Beijing.” Meanwhile, the U.S. State
Department also published a state-
ment, “We call on the PRC to re-
main focused on supporting inter-
national e"orts to combat the
global pandemic, and to stop ex-
ploiting the distraction or vulnera-
bility of other states to expand its
unlawful claims in the South China
Sea.” These encroachments and
advances by China in the South
China Sea not only dampen Chi-
na’s image globally, and a"ect its
relations with its Southeast Asian
neighbours, but also raise ques-
tions on why it continues its asser-
tiveness in the disputed waters

when most of the claimant states
are having to contend with the
challenges posed by COVID-19. 

Window of opportunity
While a military policy of expan-
sion in the neighbourhood can be
one way of shoring up the credibil-
ity of the Chinese Communist Par-
ty, which has been bruised by its
handling of the COVID-19 out-
break, it is also a response to what
many in the party would view as a
rare window of opportunity as the
U.S. is grappling with the pandem-
ic. American ties with Vietnam
have been on an upward trajecto-
ry in recent times. Vietnam has
been an ardent supporter of the
U.S.’s freedom of navigation opera-
tions (FONOPS) carried out in the
South China Sea. China has always
taken a strong stand against these
FONOPS of the U.S. It has $exed its
muscles to match up to these oper-
ations. In that direction, China al-
so recently conducted anti-subma-
rine drills in the disputed areas
soon after the Pentagon deployed
the U.S.-guided missile destroyer
USS McCampbell in a FONOP in
the South China Sea before the
pandemic hit the U.S. mainland
with full force.

At present, Vietnam is the chair
of the ASEAN and will be presiding
over the discussions on the Code
of Conduct which has been a work
in progress for long. Vietnam has
always been in favour of non-clai-
mant countries or external players

having an active voice and calling
out China for its growing assertive-
ness in these contested waters.
Among all the claimant countries,
Vietnam has always taken a strong
stand against Chinese actions in
the South China Sea. Unlike the
Philippines, which has changed its
stance quite often with respect to
Chinese activities in the South Chi-
na Sea, and Indonesia, which re-
cognised the Chinese threat in the
Natuna Sea rather late, Vietnam
has held a !rm stand against the
China. Even with regard to its CO-
VID-19 response, Vietnam was the
!rst country in the ASEAN to sus-
pend all $ights to and from China
as early as February. Hence, China
has always kept a watch on Vietna-
mese manoeuvres in the South
China Sea dispute.

As China seeks to restore its glo-
bal credibility, creating tensions in
the South China Sea should be the
least of its priorities. A more gene-
rous China during a global pan-
demic might go a long way in en-
suring its global ascent. But that’s
a hope that has been belied many
a times in the past and it’s unlikely
that the Chinese Communist Party
would let go of its regional security
agenda of expansion.
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As China seeks to restore its credibility, creating tensions in the South China Sea should be the least of its priorities
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T
he oldest and largest democ-
racies in the world are often
compared. This time is di"e-

rent. The !rst person tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 on January 21 in
the United States and on January
30 in India. Roughly three months
later, on April 20, the total number
of infections was 7,23,605 in the
U.S. and 17,265 in India, account-
ing for 31.2% and 0.75% of the
world total, while the number of
COVID-19 deaths was 34,203 in the
U.S. and 543 in India, making up
21.7% and 0.33% of the world total.
The share of the two countries in
world population, by contrast, is
about 4% and 18%, respectively.

A puzzling situation
It is even more surprising that a
comparison with South Asia —
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Mal-
dives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lan-
ka — yields similar results. In Nepal
too, it was in late January that the
!rst person tested positive for CO-
VID-19, though it was end-Febru-
ary or early-March in the other
countries. On April 20, South Asia,
with a share of 23.4% in world pop-
ulation, accounted for 1.25% of in-
fections and 0.5% of COVID-19
deaths in the world.

Before the pandemic, it would
have been impossible to predict,
let alone imagine, such a reality.
Income per capita in South Asia is
just 16% that of the world, and a
mere 4% of that in industrialised
countries. One-third of the world’s
poor live in South Asia, so absolute
poverty is high and nutrition levels
are low. Population density in the

subcontinent is among the highest
in the world. The poor, who live
cheek by jowl in urban slums and
in cramped spaces in rural areas,
are most susceptible to a virus that
is contagious. Public health sys-
tems and facilities are perhaps the
worst in the world.

The outcome, then, is puzzling,
if not paradoxical. Compared with
North America, Western Europe
and East Asia, or their own popu-
lation size, the number of infec-
tions and deaths in South Asia is
far lower. Of course, it is plausible
to argue that, unlike those parts of
the world, South Asian countries
are in the early stages where com-
munity transmission has not gath-
ered momentum. An explosive
growth in infection numbers could
yet surface later, or in a second
round. But it is simply not possible
to assess probabilities or make
predictions. However, evidence
available so far does suggest some
$attening of the curve in India, Pa-
kistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka.
Infection numbers in Maldives and
Nepal are in double-digits and
Bhutan’s infection numbers are in
single digits.

Two possible explanations
How can we explain this situation
in which, so far, South Asia has
fared better than many other parts
of the world? Past experience of
the Spanish in$uenza in 1918,
when India accounted for 18-20
million of the estimated 50 million
deaths in the world, or conven-
tional thinking even now, would
have led to the opposite conclu-
sion. There are two possible
explanations.

First, the reality might be much
worse than the statistics suggest
because the total number of infec-
tions is almost certainly underesti-
mated, as testing has been nowh-
ere near enough, given the
scarcity of testing kits and the mas-

sive size of populations. Improved
statistics might change the num-
bers but cannot transform the
asymmetry emerging from the
above comparisons.

Second, the lockdowns im-
posed by governments in India,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Nepal, which started in the
last week of March and continue
until April 27 or longer, have clear-
ly made a di"erence. The lock-
down in India, straddling its vast
geography, is perhaps among the
most stringent in the world. The
common purpose was to break the
chain of transmission through
physical distancing, which has
two dimensions. For one, it con-
!ned people to their homes. But
this created physical distancing
only for the privileged living in
homes that have spaces and doors.
It was impossible for people in ur-
ban slums in mega-cities, where
migrant workers lived in cramped
spaces, often as many as 10 to a
room. For another, it meant that
people could not move within ci-
ties or across States. Migrant work-
ers could not return to their villag-
es, and citizens or foreigners who
might carry the virus could not
come from abroad. It did strangle
potential chains of community
transmission, reducing the geo-
graphical spread of the virus
through contagion, and $attening
the curve compared with what it
would have been without a
lockdown.

This obvious explanation is ne-
cessary but not su#cient because

other countries which have im-
posed lockdowns, say in Western
Europe, with public health sys-
tems that are far superior, have
not managed to slow down the
phenomenal spread in the num-
ber of infections as much. The im-
pact of diseases can and does di"-
er across countries, possibly
attributable to di"erences in cul-
tures, immunities, or even cli-
mates. I am not an epidemiologist
or a virologist. But as a social
scientist, it is possible to observe
an association of attributes.

A possible hypothesis
It has been suggested that coun-
tries which have mandatory BCG
vaccinations against tuberculosis
are less susceptible to COVID-19
morbidity and mortality. Com-
pare, for example, the Iberian Pe-
ninsula countries, Spain and Por-
tugal. On April 20, the former had
around 1,96,000 infections and
20,500 deaths, whereas the latter
20,200 infections and 700 deaths.
Is it only a coincidence that BCG
vaccinations are mandatory in
Portugal but not in Spain, or that
the U.S. and Italy, both ravaged by
COVID-19, never had universal
BCG vaccination programmes?
Obviously, it is only scienti!c in-
vestigation that can establish
cause and e"ect.

But the BCG vaccine seems to
have a stimulating e"ect on the im-
mune system that goes well
beyond tuberculosis. For that rea-
son, perhaps, some countries are
running trials of BCG against CO-
VID-19, or thinking of it as a means
of protecting health workers. Simi-
larly, countries are buying hydrox-
ychloroquine in large quantities
from India, as a prophylactic for
health workers and for treatment
of COVID-19 patients. In South
Asian countries, universal BCG
vaccination is mandatory, while
immune systems of people have a

lifelong exposure to malaria.
These could provide possible ex-
planations for the relatively limit-
ed spread of COVID-19 in South
Asia so far.

Lives and livelihoods
Obviously, lockdowns have also
mitigated the spread. In doing so,
they have saved lives, but at the
same time, they have also taken
away livelihoods. In South Asian
countries, almost 90% of the work-
force is made up of the self-em-
ployed, casual labour on daily
wages, and informal workers with-
out any social protection. The
lockdowns have meant that hun-
dreds of millions of people who
have lost their jobs, hence in-
comes, have been deprived of
their livelihoods, imposing a dis-
proportionate burden on the poor
and those who survive just above
the poverty line. For them, the
trade-o" between getting sick and
going hungry is no choice. Liveli-
hoods are an imperative for pre-
serving lives.

The problem will not vanish af-
ter lockdowns are lifted. Econo-
mies that have been shut down for
six weeks or longer will be close to
collapse. In the short-run, it will be
a matter of survival for households
and !rms and stabilisation for the
economy. Economic growth will
be zero or negative this year. In the
medium-term, it will be about re-
covery. That will take time. Rapid
economic growth in the past 25
years had enabled South Asian
countries to bring about a signi!-
cant reduction in absolute pover-
ty, even though it was associated
with rising inequality. Alas, abso-
lute poverty will increase once
again, while economic inequality
will rise further.

Deepak Nayyar is Emeritus Professor of

Economics at JNU and former Vice

Chancellor of the University of Delhi

The COVID-19 paradox in South Asia 
It is surprising that the region has far fewer infections and deaths compared with North America and Western Europe 
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S
ince the !rst case of novel coronavirus infection in
India was reported in end-January, many health-
care workers have been subjected to abuse and

violence in the line of duty. Most of the attacks have
been on healthcare personnel sent to localities to col-
lect samples from people who are suspected to have
been infected or have come in contact with those who
have tested positive for the virus. Some doctors return-
ing home from duty have been prevented from entering
their homes and, in some cases, even asked to vacate
their premises. While such acts have been widely con-
demned, nothing much changed on the ground. The
dastardly act of a few people in Chennai who not only
attacked healthcare workers but also prevented a de-
cent burial of a neurosurgeon who died of COVID-19
complications on April 19 shook the nation’s con-
science. Though belated, the Union Cabinet’s decision
to promulgate an ordinance to amend the Epidemic
Diseases Act, 1897 to make acts of violence against med-
ical personnel a cognisable and non-bailable o"ence
and also provide compensation in case of injury or
damage or loss to property is thus commendable.

Very often, the abuse and violence against health-
care workers after the outbreak of COVID-19 in the
country has been due to fear and ignorance. The com-
munal colour given to the COVID-19 epidemic after the
large religious congregation was held in mid-March by
the Tablighi Jamaat in Nizamuddin, Delhi initially led
many in the community to avoid coming forward to get
tested. In many cases, the fear of stigma and isolation
resulted in attacks on healthcare workers who had gone
to collect samples from those who were part of this con-
gregation. In other instances, the wrong messaging that
getting infected by the virus meant certain death, in or-
der to achieve maximum compliance with the shut-
down, unwittingly led to a fear psychosis. Negative mes-
saging, especially of the kind that induces fear and
stigma, has always been counterproductive, as seen in
the early days of the HIV/AIDS awareness campaign in
the country. Awareness-building exercises became ea-
sier and more e"ective when negative messaging and
stereotyping about HIV/AIDS was shunned. Doctors,
nurses and other healthcare workers who are forced to
work long hours treating patients infected with the
highly infectious virus, and even when protective gear
in the form of gloves, face mask and personal protective
equipment are scarce, need more empathy, compas-
sion, unmitigated support and cooperation from the so-
ciety. Symbolic gestures such as clapping hands and
lighting candles in recognition of their sel$ess service
during these trying times do not bolster their morale as
much as understanding and support does.

Protection for protectors 
Healthcare workers should be allowed to work
in an environment free of violence and abuse 

R
apid testing kits that State governments have
been using to detect antibodies to the novel coro-
navirus have proved unreliable, making the shift

to normal life after the lockdown ends on May 3 more
di#cult. Governments around the world have been
looking for an accurate blood test that can tell people if
they have immunity through past COVID-19 infection,
and can therefore return to their duties to kickstart the
economy. While the diagnostic RT-PCR test to con!rm
the presence of the virus using a nasal swab in a labora-
tory setting is considered reliable, attempts to design a
rapid test that uses a blood sample to !nd antibodies af-
ter past infection have thrown up errors in as much as a
third of cases: a study in the U.K. showed that they were
high on speci!city — accurate in cases that they found
to be antibody positive. But they still missed about 30%
of positive cases, showing low sensitivity. This is the
phenomenon worrying India, which has imported sev-
eral hundred thousand rapid testing kits, and its expe-
rience is shared by the U.S., U.K., Spain and other coun-
tries. Rajasthan had laboratory-con!rmed COVID-19
positive cases not being detected by rapid testing kits.
Several States have independently ordered thousands
of kits, mainly from China, and are in a quandary.

The ICMR has advised States, to whom it distributed
kits, that they could be used for surveillance testing,
rather than to make medically important decisions.
Narrowing down the test to reliable methods is the chal-
lenge, and the WHO along with its collaborating centres
is working to identify them. The results will be crucial
and all countries, including the U.S. White House Coro-
navirus Task Force, are looking at serosurveillance, the
process that will determine the status of the population
on COVID-19. An exit from lockdown and other public
health measures depend on such testing. India should
remain focused on identifying tests that work well. This
requires close integration with e"orts launched by diag-
nostics regulators in the U.S., Europe and China who
have used emergency provisions to allow early use of
kits; the kits themselves are under evaluation. There
are reports indicating that some vendors of rapid test-
ing devices in China have run afoul of regulators in that
country since they have no prior expertise in the !eld.
Making purchase decisions, therefore, calls for rigorous
review. In the immediate context, the message should
go out to States that rapid tests cannot substitute for RT-
PCR to diagnose infection. It is by no means clear that
antibodies developed in response to COVID-19 provide
long-term protection against reinfection. Yet, a good
test to certify a large section of the population as having
developed immunity seems to be a promising tool to re-
open the economy with some con!dence.

Rapid failures
Signi!cant error rates for COVID-19 antibody
testing kits underscore the need for caution
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OPED

(From an editorial)

A good deal has been made in the Anglo-In-
dian press of the necessity for awaiting the
publication of the Hunter Report before
forming a !nal judgment on the Punjab epi-
sode. There will certainly be no tendency on
the part of any section of public opinion to
ignore that Report, just as no reasonable
man will consent to accept it as the last word
on the subject. The conclusions the public
has already been able to form, for example,
on the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, the craw-
ling order, the "oggings and all that inge-
nious variety of “frightfulness” which would
have done honour to a Torquemada, are not
likely to be modi!ed by the view taken of
them by a cautious Scotch lawyer, a sea-
soned Anglo-Indian Judge or a capitalist or
by a colleague of General Dyer. What the pu-
blic awaits is not the Hunger Committee’s
opinion on the nature of the measures taken
under Martial Law, for these have so far tran-
scended the code of humanity and civilisa-
tion that no two opinions can be possible,
but any fresh light that may be thrown on
the theory of “rebellion,” or in other words
the necessity for Martial Law.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 24, 1920

The Agony of The Punjab: Rebellion.

us to a small gate behind
the bus terminal and
through a maze of small al-
leys into the heart of Jal Vi-
har. With hundreds of fami-
lies crowded into tiny
homes and narrow streets,
social distancing was
impossible.

Kavitha*, who works at
my home, lives here in Jal
Vihar with her family. She
is a migrant herself, having
come from a village south
of Chennai to marry a Ta-
mil man who grew up here
in Jal Vihar, who in turn is
son of migrants brought to
the capital in the 1980s to
build infrastructure for the
Asian Games. In fact, most
of the cleaners and cooks
working in my upper-mid-
dle class neighbourhood
live here in Jal Vihar. So do
the young men who clean
my neighbours' cars every
morning, or tend the civic
gardens scattered through
the area. 

Mohammed Hakim and
about 180 other men from
Bihar’s Katihar district ply

The de!ning images of the
migrant worker exodus
that followed the lockdown
may comprise of the long
lines of men, women and
children trudging down the
highways under the scorch-
ing sun, leaving Delhi with
their belongings on their
backs.

But I didn't have to head
out of the city to report on
the plight of migrant work-
ers; I just had to step out of
my front door. The unor-
ganised colony of Jal Vihar
lies barely !ve minutes
from my home, crammed
between Lajpat Nagar and
the railway line that divides
it from Jangpura. About a
week after the lockdown
began, a colleague and I
headed to the Jal Vihar bus
terminal to meet a migrant
worker. The streets of Laj-
pat Nagar, usually bustling
with shoppers and tra#c
jams, were empty.

We were met by Mo-
hammed Hakim, who led

the autos and cycle-rick-
shaws. The migrants at Jal
Vihar had been entwined
into the daily rhythms of
life in Lajpat Nagar, until
the lockdown brought that
to a crashing halt. 

Hungry and stranded
Mr. Hakim introduced us to
about 40 other men from
his village. They had not ea-
ten for more than a day,
having been deprived of
their ability to work and
earn a living due to the
lockdown. Their ration
cards were with their fami-
lies in Bihar. They still had
to pay rent for the window-
less shanties they shared,
and many had to pay leases
or mortgages on their vehi-
cles as well.

Most of the men did not
think of themselves as
poor. They felt that in nor-
mal times, they earned
enough for a decent life
here in Delhi and send back
money to their families as
well. But now, reduced to
begging from philanthro-

pists for food, their self-es-
teem had taken a hit. For
them, hunger was a bigger
spectre than the virus. 

The streets of Lajpat Na-
gar that they ruled as auto
rickshaw drivers, were now
forbidden and dangerous
spaces, with police lathi-
charging them if they dared
to step out of the colony.

A few weeks later, after
the Prime Minister an-
nounced an extension to
the lockdown, I called Mr.
Hakim again. He and his
friends had already left Del-
hi, joining the exodus on
the highways. At home in
Katihar, fellow villagers
were scared that he had
brought the virus with him,
and forced him into a qua-
rantine outside the village.
Still, he has food and a roof
over his head, and for now,
that’s enough. But once the
lockdown ends, he knows
that the city and its wages
will lure him back. “I will
take you in my autorick-
shaw again,” he vowed.
(*name changed)
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Locked out of cities, homes and livelihoods
Hakim, an auto driver who had to leave Delhi, is hopeful of returning soon

Priscilla Jebaraj

Ignaz Philipp Semmelweis, a Hungar-
ian-born doctor came to Vienna in
1846 to work at the city’s General
Hospital. Semmelweis noticed that
women delivered by doctors had
three times higher mortality rate
than women delivered by midwives.
He spotted a link between the lack of
hygiene of the doctors and the mor-
tality rate of the mothers. After he in-
itiated a mandatory hand-washing
policy, the mortality rate for women
delivered by doctors fell from 18% to
about 1%. 

Despite such a brilliant outcome,
the idea of hand washing was reject-
ed by the medical community. Doc-
tors were o$ended by the suggestion
that they could be causing infections.
Semmelweis’s practice earned wides-
pread acceptance only two decades
after his death, when Louis Pasteur,
of pasteurisation fame, raised aware-
ness of pathogens.

From the 1850s to 2020, hand
washing has been advocated as a sim-
ple way of reducing the risk of infec-
tion. But, studies !nd that doctors
still do not wash their hands often. A
systematic review of studies on com-
pliance with hand hygiene in hospi-
tals, done by researchers Vicki Eras-
mus et al, found that only 32% of
doctors and 48% of nurses wash their
hands between seeing patients.
Another study by researcher Didier
Pittet, an infection control expert
with the University of Geneva Hospi-
tals, Switzerland found that com-
pliance rates for hand washing
amongst doctors and nurses was only
57%, and years of awareness pro-
grammes had little e$ect. A study
amongst Indian doctors by research-
ers S. K. Ansari et al, found that only
49% of doctors and 56% of nurses
washed their hands with soap bet-
ween patients.

Modifying behaviour
If India needs to contain the spread
of COVID-19, everybody ought to be
washing our hands, especially doc-
tors and nurses. But how can we
change their hand-washing
behaviour?

The traditional approach of chang-
ing behaviour is to educate doctors

and nurses on the importance of
hand washing. It seems like the ra-
tional and logical thing to do, but
even though doctors and nurses
know that they should be washing
their hands, they forget to do so.
That’s why we need to apply beha-
vioural design. Behavioural design is
about creating subconscious nudges
right at the moment where the de-
sired action is to be performed.

A simple intervention
Behavioural scientists piloted a low-
cost experiment in rural schools in
Bangladesh where nudges were used
to guide hand washing with soap af-
ter toilet use. Hand-washing stations
were built in visible and easy to reach
locations, brightly coloured paths
were painted from toilets to the
hand-washing station, and footprints
and handprints were painted on the
path and at the hand-washing sta-
tion. 

Hand washing with soap after us-
ing the toilet went up from 4% before
these behavioural design nudges
were created, to 74% six weeks after
they were introduced. No other hy-
giene education was communicated.

Similarly, in hospitals where wash
basins and hand sanitisers are
placed, stickers of brightly coloured
footsteps should be placed so that
doctors and nurses get attracted by
them, which subconsciously directs
them to the wash basin or the hand
sanitiser. Such behavioural design
nudges in"uence doctors and nurses
to wash their hands with soap or san-
itiser without making a conscious de-
cision to do so. 

Hand washing is often done as a
relatively subconscious habitual ac-
tion, and can be easily triggered by
contextual cues, so hand washing
lends itself well to such behavioural
design nudging. An experiment done
at the Gentofte Hospital in Denmark
has found that sanitiser usage in-
creased from 3% to 67% when the
hand sanitiser was placed at a promi-
nent location with bright signage that
caught people’s attention. Not bad
for such a simple and low-cost
intervention.

Anand Damani is behavioural scientist

Making doctors wash hands
Placing the sanitiser at prominent locations in
hospitals and installing bright signage will help 

Anand Damani (From an editorial)

A study team on automation headed by Mr.
N. M. Tidke, Labour Minister of Maharash-
tra, has reiterated, in its report submitted re-
cently to the State Assembly that, without
selective introduction of automated tech-
niques of production, the ground will not
have been prepared for creating job oppor-
tunities in the dimension warranted by the
country’s long-term needs of employment.
The team is aware that a suggestion of this
sort will not be welcomed by those who are
crying hoarse for a deliberate bias towards
labour-intensive techniques. It has, there-
fore, emphasised the point that “it is, on ad-
vanced technology that we depend for the
realization of the fruits of civilisation and it is
for us to convert the same into an instru-
ment of economic growth and social pro-
gress.” Much of the opposition to compu-
ters, for instance, has arisen from a
misconception of their role. The bene!t
from these instruments does not consist in
large-scale displacement of clerical and oth-
er labour, force but in their superior compu-
tational ability in terms of both quality and
quantity, which helps to expand investment
and therefore employment opportunities.

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 24, 1970

Why Computerise?

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

FROM THE ARCHIVES

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

After a 39-day lockdown, what will
be the shape of things to come? How
should one strike a balance between
ensuring livelihoods, minimising
strife, and maintaining social dis-
tancing? In a discussion moderated
by G. Ananthakrishnan, Reetika
Khera, and Giridhar R. Babu exa-
mine the options. Edited excerpts:

With less than a fortnight left
for the lockdown to be lifted,
there are seemingly con!icting
requirements of having to
prevent group activity, and
restarting economic activity...

Reetika Khera (RK): We need to
keep our socioeconomic conditions
!rmly in focus while deciding on a
health strategy to deal with the epi-
demic. Only 17% of the employed
have salaried jobs; one-third are ca-
sual labourers. According to the
World Bank, 76% are in ‘vulnerable
employment’ in India. There is no
provision for unemployment doles.
Overall, what we should try to mini-
mise is hardship and deaths from
the pandemic. In the past few
weeks, we have seen reports of hun-
ger, homelessness, vagrancy — even
deaths — from the lockdown, cou-
pled with government apathy to
these issues. We, therefore, need to
ensure that the poor are not forgot-
ten or abandoned as we protect our-
selves, roughly the top 30%, from
the viral infection. For the poor, an
extended lockdown poses a health
risk because they live in cramped
spaces and may not have running
water to wash their hands; it is also
economically disastrous, because
they do not have savings or an as-
sured monthly income to keep
themselves going. Greater sensitivi-
ty and better planning are urgently
required.

Giridhar R. Babu (GB): I do not
see any con"ict in continuing physi-
cal distancing and measures to pre-
vent large congregations in the near
future. In most circumstances, such
as in the IT sector, work from home
options should be made mandatory
for the next few months. Similarly,
annual fair, marathon events, and
all such events which require large
gatherings for non-essential purpos-

es should be postponed until we
have a drug or a vaccine. When it
comes to essential activities such as
public transport, ensuring physical
distancing, face mask use, and en-
forcing respiratory hygiene such as
cough etiquette is essential.

There is a view that the
lockdown cannot be lifted
completely. What happens to
the self-employed and migrant
labourers?

RK: The lockdown will probably be
partially lifted allowing some activi-
ties and [then] gradually phased
out, red zones remaining locked.
But it must be accompanied by a
massive increase in the relief bud-
get, currently at about 0.5% of GDP,
for the most vulnerable. Existing
programmes of social support, such
as the Public Distribution System
(PDS), the National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act (NREGA), and
pensions need more !nancial allo-
cations. 

The PDS today only covers about
60% of the population, even though
the legally mandated coverage un-
der the National Food Security Act
(NFSA) is two-thirds of the popula-
tion. This is because the govern-
ment is using population !gures
from the 2011 census to determine
coverage. Due to the lockdown, a
signi!cant portion of those who
would not have been covered any-
way — the one-third outside the
NFSA — now need support; workers
in the gig economy, taxi drivers, de-
livery boys, etc., for instance. This
under-coverage is especially crimi-
nal today because at the moment,
the government is hoarding grains
on an unprecedented scale: three-
and-a-half times the bu$er stock
norms, before wheat procurement
has even started. The !rst step
should be to universalise the PDS,
for up to a year, by allowing anyone
from the 40% without ration card
the opportunity to apply for a tem-
porary card. The Centre needs to
make grain available to the States
and they can do the rest.

As far as the NREGA is con-
cerned, there are two issues. One,
whether such works can be opened
without increasing the risk of com-

munity transmission at worksites.
Two, how to make payments in a
convenient manner? Density of
bank branches is very low in rural
areas and, even in normal circum-
stances, they are very crowded and
far from people. Banking corres-
pondents, who could have eased
these pressures, are unsafe at the
moment because they use biomet-
ric authentication at the time of dis-
bursal of wages. For this reason, the
government needs to allow greater
"exibility to States in deciding how
to disburse cash. Several States have
successfully disbursed cash in hand
in the past, and have done so with-
out much corruption. Odisha pays
pensions through panchayat secre-
taries; Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu
used to pay NREGA wages at the
worksite before 2009.

For migrants, the government
must provide transport, assisting
them to return home, just as it "ew
back Indians stuck abroad and
helped the students stuck in Kota.
Those who are willing to stay, must
be provided digni!ed shelter in
schools, community halls, along
with cooked food.

GB: While their healthcare needs
are to be addressed by the public
health system, the government has
to ensure their subsistence by pro-
viding necessary ration and medi-
cines. The situation has exacerbat-
ed distress in the informal sector,
which constitutes around 303 mil-
lion people. The nutritional issues
around food quality are signi!cant.
If these are addressed, a scienti!c
decision tree can be developed by
the Indian Council of Medical Re-
search and Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare to guide the deploy-

ment and lifting of lockdowns in the
future. 

Taking the NREGA as a
workfare programme rather
than welfare, can it be used to
scale up health infrastructure,
such as by building primary
health centres?

RK: I believe that as far as health is
concerned, the really big crunch is
the availability of medical person-
nel. As far as physical infrastructure
is concerned, we need hospital
beds, personal protective equip-
ment (PPE), ventilators, etc. But
more than physical infrastructure,
we need to ensure more frontline
workers in the health system —
ASHA workers, anganwadi workers,
auxiliary nurses and midwives —
and to employ them on fair terms.
For instance, ASHA workers get
honorarium and ‘incentives’, rather
than a salary. They earn less than
%2,000 per month generally. Simi-
larly, anganwadi workers are still
underpaid in many States.

GB: More often than not, most
health system-strengthening e$orts
are used for activities such as con-
structing buildings. As a result,
there are buildings which are vacant
and equipment kept unused. For
any meaningful change, signi!cant
investments will have to be made in
strengthening human resources. In-

vestments should primarily address
the public health challenges such as
[those linked to] nutrition, ensuring
behavioural modi!cations to pre-
vent non-communicable diseases,
screening, early diagnosis, and
timely treatment. 

The feeder pipe of illness is !lled
with people of several risk factors
for infectious as well as non-com-
municable diseases. Instead of ad-
dressing this, most money is spent
on curing only part of the resulting
conditions. Inaccessible healthcare,
in combination with an unhealthy
lifestyle, is a deadly cocktail; no
amount of healthcare through reim-
bursing costs can alleviate the dis-
ease burden. Nearly 80% of all
healthcare expenditure should be
on preventive services.

Like Aadhaar, there is emphasis
on getting people to accept the
Aarogya Setu app. There are
fears of lost privacy, stigma and
discrimination...

RK: Many people have already
warned about over-reliance on tech-
nology. One, the app needs smart-
phones. Less than one-!fth of In-
dians own smartphones. Two, the
reliability of the technology [using
bluetooth to detect contacts] has
been questioned by computer
scientists in India. Three, it entails
an unnecessary and unjusti!ed pri-
vacy invasion, which nevertheless is
projected as necessary. Authoritar-
ian governments across the world
are using the pandemic as an oppor-
tunity to normalise unprecedented
levels of mass surveillance. Finally,
Kerala shows us that contact tracing
can be done, and possibly better, by
utilising human resources. We must
guard against techno-solutionism as
well as privacy invasions.

GB: Any e$ort to track the cases or
their contacts should involve streng-
thening the human resources, in-
cluding [through] capacity building.
Technology should complement
health system strengthening and
not [be used] as a shortcut. 

How can we prepare for a
future pandemic?

RK: I feel that we must understand
that we have been cheated for more
than 70 years by the political class,
that used every possible excuse to

underspend on health. Today, pu-
blic spending on health in India is
barely 1% of GDP, compared with
more than 10% in countries like
France and Germany. There needs
to be a serious discussion on reset-
ting our priorities — not focusing on
overall GDP growth only, but also on
where GDP growth is coming from.
Expenditure on health (nurses, doc-
tors, hospital beds etc.) adds to GDP
as much as roads and !ghter jets do.

There also needs to be a serious
rethink about the health system. At
the very least, we should be regulat-
ing the (for-pro!t) private health
sector, in a similar manner as Ger-
many and Japan. These countries
do not have socialised healthcare
like the National Health Service of
the U.K. But Germany has not-for-
pro!t social insurance funds; in Ja-
pan, the government regulates what
private practitioners can charge pa-
tients. In India, the private health
providers seem to dictate terms to
the government, as happened re-
cently with respect to pricing for the
COVID-19 test. This must change
right now.

GB: It is time that we start investing
in strengthening the public health
system. There is disproportionate
spending on curative services and
heavy reliance on insurance. Pan-
demic preparedness is a small com-
ponent of health system strengthen-
ing. Public health is the art and
science of preventing diseases and
promoting health through the or-
ganised social e$orts. Any aspira-
tions for an increase in GDP alloca-
tion should, therefore, be
prioritised for the public health sys-
tem, towards preventing diseases
and promoting health. Preventing
the disease includes addressing be-
havioural changes, adequate nutri-
tion, improved living conditions,
screening, early diagnosis, and
treatment. A signi!cant portion of
this should be towards prevention,
including strengthening disease sur-
veillance. Public health should be
managed by a specialist cadre —_epi-
demiologists, social scientists, eco-
nomists, bio-statisticians, behaviou-
ral scientists. Our response has
been mostly reactive — in terms of
measures such as scaling up pur-
chase of equipment during a crisis.

The full version can be accessed on
www.thehindu.com

How will India emerge out of the lockdown?
An opening up has to be accompanied by an
increase in relief budget for the most vulnerable 

Giridhar 
R. Babu 
is the head of
Lifecourse
Epidemiology at the
Public Health
Foundation of India

Reetika Khera 
is an associate
professor at the
Indian Institute of
Management-
Ahmedabad

<> Public health is the art and
science of preventing
diseases and promoting
health through the
organised social e!orts

Giridhar R. Babu,
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severe and critical cases,
24,644 ICU beds in 3773 fa-
cilities and 1,66,960 isola-
tion beds in care centre with
12,371 ventilators, according
to the Health Ministry.

Urged to report
Encouraging people to re-
port any early symptoms of
COVID-19 All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
director Dr. Randeep Gule-
ria said, “Due to the stigma
we have attached to CO-
VID-19, patients are not
coming forward or they are
coming very late when they
have severe breathlessness
issues, thereby increasing
morbidity and mortality.”

He added that as per the
patient pro!le, the critical
thing is oxygen and hospital
preparation is focused on
ensuring oxygen support to
those who need it.

“One crucial weapon we
employed during the 30-day
lockdown period is RT-PCR
testing which has been
scaled up. While on March
23 we had did 14,915 tests by
April 23 we have now done
more than 5 lakh tests,” said
Mr. Mishra, who is coordi-
nating availability of hospi-
tals, isolation/quarantine fa-
cilities, disease
surveillance/testing.

Mr. Mishra added that
during the 30 days of lock-
down, India has been able
to cut transmission, mini-
mise spread and increase
the doubling time of CO-
VID-19. 

“We have been consis-
tently ramping up our test-
ing and utilising our time to
prepare for the future,” he
said.

India currently has
19,4026 isolation beds for

India ensured linear
growth of cases: govt. 

draconian note going out.” 
Another industry body

CII had reached out to the
government stating that it
would not be correct to hold
employers culpable, as the
infection could spread even
through asymptomatic car-
riers. It, however, suggested
randomised inspections.

Meanwhile, the Home Mi-
nistry took to Twitter to
clarify the guidelines issued
by it. A Ministry spokesper-
son said that penalties un-
der Disaster Management
Act, 2005, would be applic-
able if the o"ence occurred
with the consent and cogni-
sance or due to the negli-
gence of the employer. 

However, Mr. Javadekar
tweeted: “Govt. has not is-
sued any directive that if any
Coronavirus case is detect-
ed in the factory, there will
be FIR against the factory.
This is a rumor and abso-
lutely false.” 

Replying to a query, Princi-
pal Economic Adviser San-
jeev Sanyal told members of
the PHD Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry via a vi-
deo-conference call on Wed-
nesday that this was a
classic example of a junior
o#cer somewhere in the
system issuing something
without thinking and it be-
comes law. “This is a very
good example of where an
industry association comes
back [and says] this is a pro-
blem and this makes no
sense...” he had said, ad-
ding, this was what hap-
pened when the system was
overloaded. “...All these
things will happen, but we
in the government are open
to feedback. We will resolve
it. It obviously makes no
sense… you are business-
men and not doctors...you
can’t track every single
worker… it makes no sense
at all for having this kind of

Clause allowing FIR for
COVID-19 cases goes 

As and when the decision to
release the future instal-
ment of DA and DR due
from July 1, 2021, is taken by
the government, the rates of
DA and DR, as e"ective from
January 1, 2020, July 1, 2020
and January 1, 2021, will be
restored prospectively.

They will be subsumed in
the cumulative revised rate
e"ective from July 1, 2021.
However, no arrears for the
period from January 1,
2020, till June 30, 2021, will
be paid, according to the
Department of Expendi-
ture’s order.

The combined savings on
account of freezing of three
instalments of DA and DR

would be $37,530 crore in
2020-21 and 2021-22, an o#-
cial said.

Rising expenditure
The decision had been ta-
ken considering that there
was a major increase in the
expenditure on health as
well as on welfare measures
for various a"ected sections
of society, including the
poor and vulnerable.

The State usually follow
the Central orders on DA
and DR. The Centre esti-
mates that the saving on
freezing of three instal-
ments of State government
employees and pensioners
will be $82,566 crore. 

DA for Central sta!
frozen till July 2021 

home. With the extension of
the lockdown and absence
of trains, the police had to
resort to a lathi charge to
disperse the desperate peo-
ple, resulting in several in-
jures and arrests. It was al-
leged the crowd had
gathered following rumours
long-distance trains had
started functioning even as
politicians in the State criti-
cised Centre’s lack of
planning.

Several Cabinet ministers
from the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government had
blamed the Centre for the
incident.

“The current situation at
Bandra Station, now dis-
persed or even the rioting in
Surat is a result of the Union
Government not being able
to take a call on arranging a
way back home for migrant
labour. They do not want
food or shelter; they want to
go back home,” Maharash-
tra Tourism Minister Aadi-
tya Thackeray had tweeted. 

While the State was provid-
ing them food and health
services, the labourers were
without jobs and eagerly
waiting to go home.

“All these informal la-
bourers are now jobless and
eagerly waiting to go to their
respective States. The inci-
dents at Bandra Railway sta-
tion gathering happened in
Mumbai and is an example
of restlessness of such la-
bourers. In near future or
maybe on May 3, 2020, or
any other later date as de-
cided by the Government of
India, the lockdown would
be withdrawn and public
transport including railway
would be starting and there
will be a huge rush of all
these migrated labourers at
all railway stations,” Mr Pa-
war warned. 

Thousands of migrant la-
bourers had gathered out-
side the Bandra station on
April 14 — which marked the
end of the !rst phase of lock-
down — hoping to return

‘Plan ahead for train
services for migrants’

The Parliamentary Commit-
tee on Labour, in its report
on the Industrial Relations
Code, 2019, submitted on
Thursday, has recommend-
ed that “in case of natural ca-
lamities, payment of wages
to the workers until the re-
establishment of the indus-
try may be unjusti!able”. 

Committee Chairman and
senior BJD leader Bhartruha-
ri Mahtab said that the ongo-
ing lockdown to check the
spread of COVID-19 can be
counted as one such
calamity.

The Industrial Code
makes it incumbent upon
the employer to pay 50%
wages to the workers/em-
ployees who are laid o" due

to a shortage of power, coal,
raw material and such in-
stances for 45 days. 

The committee has, ho-
wever, expressed reserva-
tion on payment of the pre-
scribed percentage of wages
to the workers in the event of
closure of an establishment
due to “natural calamity” .

“In case of natural calami-

ties like earthquake, %ood,
super cyclone etc. which of-
ten result in closure of esta-
blishments for a considera-
bly longer period without
the employer’s fault, pay-
ment of wages to the workers
until the re-establishment of
the industry may be unjusti-
!able,” the report says. 

The committee has sug-

gested that “clarity” be
brought in so that employers
“not responsible for closure
or lay o", are not disadvan-
taged in case of such natural
calamity of high intent”. 

Asked if COVID-19 and the
ongoing 40-day lockdown
under which almost all in-
dustries have been shut,
would also count as a natural
calamity, Mr. Mahtab told
The Hindu, that “it should”.

‘A helping hand’ 
“The basic idea about our re-
commendations is that the
industry should also not be
forced when the situation is
beyond their control. The
law has to be reasonable. It is
for the government to step in
and extend a helping hand
for the industries,” he ad-

ded. These recommenda-
tions were strongly opposed
by three members — CPI(M)
Rajya Sabha member Elama-
ram Kaim, CPI Lok Sabha
member K. Subbarayan and
DMK’s M. Shanmugam. 

Dissent note
In his dissent note against
the report, Mr. Karim said
the recommendations are
unfortunate especially in the
present context. 

“Given the present situa-
tion where the entire nation
is !ghting against monstrous
attack of novel coronavirus
and when every ordinary ci-
tizen has been shouldering
the risk beyond his/her ca-
pacity, I am not able to un-
derstand the rationale be-
hind these

recommendations,” Mr. Ka-
rim wrote. 

The Industrial Relations
Code, 2019 is an amalgama-
tion of three laws — the In-
dustrial Disputes Act, 1947,
the Trade Unions Act, 1926,
and the Industrial Employ-
ment (Standing Orders) Act,
1946. 

The law was introduced in
the Lok Sabha in November
last year and referred to the
Standing Committee on La-
bour in December. 

With the ongoing lock-
down, the draft report was
circulated to the members
on April 15 via e-mail and
they were given eight days to
respond. And the !nal
adopted report was accepted
by the Speaker Om Birla on
Thursday. 

Industries cannot be forced to pay wages: panel
MPs’ committee sees COVID-19 lockdown as natural calamity, says units not responsible for lay-o! must not be a!ected

Sobhana K. Nair 

New Delhi

Former Minister gets 7
years in laundering case
NEW DELHI

Anosh Ekka, a former
Jharkhand Minister, was on
Thursday sentenced to seven
years of rigorous
imprisonment by a special
court in Ranchi in a money
laundering case. The court of
Special Judge Anil Kumar
Mishra, which pronounced
the sentencing via video
conferencing, also imposed a
fine of !2 crore on him. 
In March, the court had
convicted him for his role in
the laundering of about
!20.32 crore.

IN BRIEF

Akhil Gogoi sent to
judicial custody again
GUWAHATI

Assam peasant leader Akhil
Gogoi was sent to judicial
custody after being produced
at the National Investigation
Agency’s special court in
Guwahati on Thursday. Mr.
Gogoi, who has been shifted
from one jail to another in a
series of cases including
sedition, was brought from
the jail in eastern Assam’s
Dibrugarh on Wednesday. He
was produced at the NIA
court in a case registered at
the Chabua police station in
Dibrugarh district during the
violent protest against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
in December 2019. 

Tribals in Odisha left out
of govt. schemes: CPI(M)
BERHAMPUR

An investigation by members
of the Odisha unit of the
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) has
suggested that hundreds of
tribal families in the remote
Swabhiman Anchal of
Odisha’s Malkangiri district
have been left out of food
security and other pro-poor
government schemes. Party
members living in Swabhiman
Anchal said they adhered to
social distancing protocol to
survey eight villages in the
Gajalmamudi, Badapada and
Deoguda panchayats.

Ensure only one-third
staff, offices told 
NEW DELHI

All Central government
departments were on
Thursday asked to ensure that
not more than one-third of
employees, below the level of
deputy secretary, were called
to offices to avoid crowding
and ensuring social
distancing, according to a
Personnel Ministry
communiqué. The move
comes after it was noticed
that more than one-third of
staff below deputy secretary
level were being called to
offices in some Ministries. PTI

New CJs for Bombay,
Orissa, Meghalaya HCs
NEW DELHI

The Law Ministry has
appointed the next Chief
Justices of the Bombay,
Orissa and Meghalaya High
Courts (HC). As Chief Justice
B.P. Dharmadhikari of the
Bombay HC is to retire on
April 28, Justice Dipankar
Datta will succeed him.
Meghalaya HC Chief Justice
Mohammed Rafiq is the next
Chief Justice of the Orissa HC.
Justice Biswanath Somadder,
who is a judge in the
Allahabad HC, is the new CJ
of the Meghalaya HC.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Thursday ac-
cused the BJP of spreading
‘the virus of communal pre-
judice and hatred’ even in
the midst of the COVID- 19
pandemic. Ms. Gandhi made
the charge at a Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
meeting held through video
conferencing.

The CWC asked the go-
vernment to utilise the re-
maining lockdown period to
prepare a ‘detailed exit stra-
tegy and a future road map’
that would substantially in-
crease the health infrastruc-
ture capacity, revive the eco-
nomy and protect current
levels of employment and
wages/income.

While former Prime Mi-
nister Manmohan Singh said
Centre-State cooperation
was key to successfully !ght-
ing the pandemic, former
party chief Rahul Gandhi
urged the Centre to resume
economic activities in green
zone, seal the hotspots and
and address the issue of re-

turn of migrants workers on
priority.

Chief Ministers of the Con-
gress-ruled States - Ashok
Gehlot of Rajasthan, Amarin-
der Singh of Punjab, Bhu-
pesh Baghel of Chhattisgarh
and V. Narayansamy of Pu-
ducherry complained of lack
of !nancial assistance from
the Centre. They also com-
plained about the shortage
as well as poor quality of the
China-made rapid testing
kits.

“The !ght against CO-
VID-19 is being fought at the
State, district, city and vil-
lage levels. States, therefore,

must be empowered to de-
vise solutions tailored to
their unique situations and
challenges,” party leaders
K.C. Venugopal and Randeep
Surjewala said while reading
out parts of a CWC
resolution.

In her opening remarks,
Ms Gandhi told the CWC,
“Let me also share with you
something that should worry
each and every one us In-
dians. When we should be
tackling the coronavirus un-
itedly, the BJP continues to
spread the virus of commu-
nal prejudice and hatred.
Grave damage is being done

to our social harmony. Our
party, we will have to work
hard to repair that damage.”

Lynching incident
Ms. Gandhi’s remarks come
just days after the BJP target-
ed the Maharashtra govern-
ment, in which the Congress
is a part, for the lynching in
Palghar on April 16.

She pointed out that the
speed and the spread of the
pandemic had increased dis-
turbingly in the past three
weeks. “We have repeatedly
urged the Prime Minister
that there is no alternative to
testing, tracing and quaran-
tine programme. Unfortu-
nately, testing still remains
low and testing kits are still
in short supply and of poor
quality. The PPE [personal
protection equipment] kits
are being provided to our
doctors and healthcare
workers but the number and
quality are poor,” she said. 

Ms. Gandhi noted that the
lockdown had meant acute
distress to those who are
earn their livelihood from
the informal sector. 

‘BJP spreading communal virus’ 
Cong. asks govt. to use remaining lockdown period to make a ‘detailed exit plan’ 

Chief Minister V . Narayanasamy watches Sonia Gandhi's
address on a screen in Puducherry on Thursday. * PTI

Special correspondent 

New Delhi

A petition was !led in the
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day challenging the go-
vernment’s March 2020
circular, allaying fears
about the consumption of
non-vegetarian food amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The petition, !led by Vish-
wa Jain Sangathan, said the
circular “promoting the
eating of meat” was issued
by the Animal Husbandry
Ministry under pressure
from the “butchers’ lob-
by”. It said the Ministry did
not wait to hear from re-
searchers on whether CO-
VID-19 was transmitted
from animals to humans. 

“The circular advising
people to eat meat in the
midst of the spread of this
deadly virus is premature.
It was issued when biolo-
gists all over world were
still searching for the
source and its interface
with animals,” the petition
said. It said the eating ha-
bits of “some people” had
jeopardised humanity.

Plea against
govt. circular
on meat eating
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in a letter to
Union Rural Development
Minister Narendra Singh To-
mar has asked the Centre to
allow payment of MGNREGS
wages in the form of food-
grains. 

Mr. Baghel said the State
was employing !ve lakh
workers every day under the
scheme. 

He said the livelihood of
over 62.5 lakh persons was
dependent on the scheme
which made it essential that
the work continued in this
hour of crisis. 

The Chief Minister pro-
posed that handing the
workers foodgrains directly
was better due to the lock-
down and the continuing
scare of the COVID-19. “Once
we credit the MGNREGS
wages, the worker will have

to go to the banks to with-
draw the money. This would
not only be a bother but also
could jeopardise social dis-
tancing norms.” 

He said Chhattisgarh did
not have many bank branch-
es and faced the problem of
Internet connectivity in Nax-
al-a"ected areas. 

“Due to this, there are of-
ten problems like link failure
and workers have to contact
the branch many times to

withdraw the amount,” he
wrote in his letter. 

Social Activist Nikhil Dey
from the Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sanghatan said pay-
ment should continue as re-
quired by the law. “If accessi-
bility to banks is a problem,
then the government must
make timely cash payments
in a public place,” Mr. Dey
said. 

Workers were paid in cash
for the !rst !ve years after
the scheme was launched in
2006. It was only in 2011 that
the government had started
bank transfers. 

Mr. Dey said a “food-for-
work” programme should
run parallel to the
MGNREGS in this time of cri-
sis. “Food-for-work is well
worth thinking about, with
additional days of work pro-
vided, through possibly a
disaster employment gua-
rantee scheme,” he said. 

Allow MGNREGS payments
in foodgrains, says Baghel 
Chhattisgarh CM writes to Rural Development Minister

Sobhana K. Nair 

New Delhi

Bhupesh Baghel

The Maharashtra Congress
on Thursday alleged that
two of the accused in Palgh-
ar lynching — in which two
sadhus and their driver
were killed — are BJP o#ce-
bearers and the party wants
to turn it into a communal
issue using the media hous-
es which serve its interests.

“The list of booth o#ce-
bearers in Gadchinchale vil-
lage was announced on the
o#cial Facebook pro!le of
BJP Dahanu Mandal. The
!rst two o#ce-bearers, Ish-
war Nikole and Bhau Sathe,
are the 61st and 65th ac-
cused in the list of criminals
accused of leading and par-
ticipating in Palghar mob
lynching,” said Maharashtra
Congress Committee spo-
kesperson Sachin Sawant at
a press conference.

He alleged that apart
from that, the names of ma-
ny other BJP members are in
the list of those accused for

killing the sadhus. “The go-
vernment will take stern ac-
tion against all these o#ce-
bearers for the heinous mur-
der of sadhus, but wonder
why the BJP has not taken
action against them yet,”
Mr. Sawant said.

“After the Palghar inci-
dent, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah called Chief Mi-
nister Uddhav Thackeray
but the BJP has not done
anything to pass a law
against mob lynching in the
last two years despite a
number of incidents in di"e-
rent States. In one of the
lynching cases, the accused
in some of the cases were la-
ter felicitated by the BJP mi-
nisters,” said Mr. Sawant.

“In July 2018, the Su-
preme Court condemned
mob lynching and directed
the Central government to
enact legislation against this
heinous act. In addition, 11
guidelines were issued but
the Centre did not take any
action on them,” he said.

Two Palghar accused are
from BJP: Congress
‘No e!orts to bring law against lynching’
special correspondent

Mumbai

Two persons were arrested
by the N.M. Joshi Marg police
in Mumbai on Thursday after
Republic TV co-founder and
anchor Arnab Goswami
complained that he was at-
tacked by them while he was
on his home in the early
hours of the day.

The police said they were
informed about the incident
at 1 a.m, by the police per-
sonnel deployed for the pro-
tection of Mr. Goswami. A
team was sent to the Raheja
Atlantis building in Worli,

where Mr. Goswami stays
with his wife, Samyabrata.
The team took the two men
into custody.

Shortly thereafter, Mr.
Goswami reached the police
station with an application
signed by him, his wife and
his police guards.

Based on the complaint,
an FIR was registered. 

A police o#cer said the
accused in their 30s had
been identi!ed as Pratik Mis-
hra and Raju Borade, resi-
dents of Pratiskha Nagar in
Vikhroli. They were pro-
duced in court in the after-

noon and remanded in pol-
ice custody till April 25.

Mr. Goswami said the duo
confessed to being from the
Congress. He moved the Su-
preme Court against regis-
tration of FIRs against him in
various States for his com-
ments against Sonia Gandhi,
seeking an immediate stay
on prosecution. A Bench of
Justices DY Chandrachud
and M.R. Shah is scheduled
to hear the plea on Friday.

The party denied that its
workers were involved in the
alleged attack. “We are very
sure Congressmen have

nothing to do with this. This
is not our tradition, not our
culture. We will not get phys-
ical against anybody even
those who criticise the Con-
gress,” party general secre-
tary K.C. Venugopal said in
an online press conference.

The Maharashtra unit of
the BJP called the alleged at-
tack a cowardly act. Senior
leaders of the party on
Thursday urged the State go-
vernment to take strict ac-
tion. “The Congress goons
have attacked a respectable
journalist,” Kirit Somaiya
said.

Two held for ‘attack’ on television anchor
Arnab Goswami alleges that accused are from Congress, but party denies hand 
Special Correspondent

MUMBAI/New Delhi

The Press Council has said
it is distressed by the ‘at-
tack’ on Republic TV an-
chor Arnab Goswami, and
stressed that violence was
not the answer to even bad
journalism. The Council, in
a brief statement, said ev-
ery citizen including a jour-
nalist had the right to ex-
press their opinion which
may not be palatable to
many but this does not give
anybody the authority to
strangulate such voice.

Violence not
the answer:
Press Council
Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

China Sea is an arm of  western Pacific Ocean in Southeast Asia. 
It is south of  China, east & south of  Vietnam, west of  the Philippines and north of  the island of  Borneo. 
Bordering states & territories (clockwise from north): the People’s Republic of  China, the Republic of  China 
(Taiwan), the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore and Vietnam. 
It is connected by Taiwan Strait with the East China Sea and by Luzon Strait with the Philippine Sea. 
It contains numerous shoals, reefs, atolls and islands. The Paracel Islands, the Spratly Islands and the 
Scarborough Shoal are the most important. 
What makes it so important? 
 
This sea holds tremendous strategic importance for its location as it is the connecting link between the Indian 
Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. (Strait of  Malacca) 
According to the United Nations Conference on Trade And Development (UNCTAD) one-third of  the global 
shipping passes through it, carrying trillions of  trade which makes it a significant geopolitical water body. 
 

According to the Department of  Environment and Natural Resources, Philippines, this sea has one-third of  the 
entire world’s marine biodiversity and contains lucrative fisheries providing food security to the Southeast 
Asian nations. South China Sea is believed to have huge oil and gas reserves beneath its seabed. 
Timeline 
 
1994 – The Convention on the Law of  the Sea went into effect. The United States called this treaty the “Law of  
the Sea Convention.” 
1997 – Beijing shared the first rendering of  its “Nine-dash Line” extending roughly 1,118 miles from Hainan 
Island to waters off  equatorial Borneo under China’s historical claim of  having it in the past. 
2002 – ASEAN and China signed the Declaration on the Conduct of  Parties in the South China Sea. 
2009 – China issued two diplomatic notes that appear to claim a majority of  the South China Sea. 
2013 – The Philippines challenged China’s claims of  historic rights and other actions in an arbitration case 
under the Law of  the Sea Convention. 
2016 – The Arbitration Tribunal ruled in favor of  the Philippines and rejected China’s maritime claims that go 
beyond the entitlements set out in the Convention. 
 
Nine Dash Line 
 
Stretches hundreds of  kilometers south and east of  China’s southerly Hainan Island, covering the strategic 
Paracel and Spratly island chains. 
China claims it by citing 2,000 years of  history when the two island chains were regarded as its integral parts.
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COVID-19

Three days after landing in
West Bengal on instructions
from the Union Home Minis-
try, two groups of the Inter-
Ministerial Central Team
(IMCT) on Thursday checked
COVID-19 hotspots, hospitals
and quarantine centres. 

A group visited a quaran-
tine centre in the Rajarhat
New town area of Kolkata.
This was followed by a visit
to M.R. Bangur Hospital,
which is serving as a primary
COVID-19 hospital in the
State. 

The group, led by Apurva
Chandra, Additional Secre-
tary, Defence Ministry, spoke
to the hospital authorities
about the treatment provid-
ed and its preparedness to
accommodate more
patients.

Detailed presentation
On Wednesday, Mr. Chandra
wrote to Chief Secretary Raji-
va Sinha seeking a detailed
presentation from the Health
Department on the COVID-19
situation. He also said the
IMCT would like to visit
some hospitals, quarantine
centres, hotspots and mar-
ket places.

Another group of the

ICMT visited an apartment
complex near the North Ben-
gal Medical College and Hos-
pital, where several resi-
dents had tested positive.

The team, led by Vineet
Joshi, Additional Secretary,
Human Resource and Deve-
lopment Ministry, visited a
quarantine centre at Siliguri. 

“We are getting the coop-
eration of the State govern-
ment from today. We have

asked a detailed report from
it and learning about the sit-
uation on ground,” Mr. Joshi
told presspersons.

In Kolkata and north Ben-
gal, State o!cials accompa-
nied the ICMT groups.

‘Providing support’ 
Mr. Sinha told presspersons
that cooperation was being
provided to the IMCT
groups. The State was not

telling the two Central teams
that they could not visit di"e-
rent areas in the State. 

“Today, they have in-
formed us that they want to
visit certain areas. We are
looking into where they
want to go,” he said. 

The IMCT that landed on
April 20 initially got little
cooperation from the State.
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee had written to Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, de-
scribing the Central team’s
visit as “unilateral”.

Meanwhile, after Union
Home Secretary Ajay Bhal-
la’s letter on April 21 claimed
that the State was not coop-
erating with the IMCT, the
Chief Secretary sent a letter
to the Ministry promising all
cooperation and saying that
they had shared up-to-date
reports with the Centre 

Central teams check hotspots in Bengal 
IMCT inspects COVID-19 hospitals, quarantine centres; says State is extending cooperation now

Special Correspondent

Kolkata 

Keeping a check: BSF personnel escorting members of the Central team at the M.R. Bangur Hospital on Thursday. * PTI

At a time when West Bengal
is battling the spread of CO-
VID-19, relations between
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee and Governor Jag-
deep Dhankhar reached a
new nadir on Thursday,
with Ms. Banerjee writing to
him stating that the “Gover-
nor seems to have forgotten
that he is a nominated re-
presentative and she an
elected Chief Minister”. 

“You appear to have for-
gotten that I am an elected
Chief Minister of a proud In-
dian State. You also seem to
have forgotten that you are a
nominated Governor,” Ms.
Banerjee wrote in the #ve-
page letter. Minutes after re-
ceiving the letter, Mr.
Dhankhar took to Twitter to
call it “outrageous, factually
wrong and constitutionally
in#rm”.

The public spat comes af-
ter di"erences between the
two increased over issues
pertaining to the pandemic.
The Chief Minister quoted
B.R. Ambedkar’s remarks in
the Constituent Assembly
and the recommendations
of the Sarkaria Commission.
In view of these comments,

she said, “Your repeated
and consistent interference
in the administration...
makes it clear who has fra-
grantly transgressed consti-
tutional dharma.” She also
blamed him for holding
press conferences against
the State.

The Chief Minister, while
making the letter public,
said: “The people of this
State and of this nation
judge themselves who has
done what and who is in
breach of elementary
norms of constitutional be-
haviour.” On Thursday, the
Governor urged the Chief
Minister to “ensure a seam-
less way forward for the
Central teams”.

Mamata, Dhankar lock
horns over virus !ght
‘Governor is violating the Constitution’

Special correspondent

Kolkata

Mamata Banerjee

A six-month-old girl from
Kapurthala, who was ad-
mitted to the Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Educa-
tion and Research (PGIM-
ER) for corrective heart
surgery and tested positive
for COVID-19, died on
Thursday taking the toll to
17 in Punjab, according to
an o!cial statement.

The State also reported
26 fresh cases — 18 from Pa-
tiala, six from Jalandhar
and two from Amritsar —
taking the count to 283.
The Health Department
said 66 patients had so far
recovered.

Chief Minister Amarin-
der Singh told Congress
party president Sonia
Gandhi during a videocon-
ference that he had or-
dered a detailed audit of
every virus-related death
by experts to understand
and check the high mortal-
ity rate in the State. He in-
formed the party leader-
ship that the State was
being guided by a group of
experts. “The mortality
numbers are high largely
due to co-morbidity and
lack of health-seeking be-
haviour,” he said.

Six-month-old
dies of virus 
in Punjab 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

The rate of growth in the
number of COVID-19 cases in
Bhopal was seven times that
of Indore in three days, as
the count of cases in Madhya
Pradesh climbed to 1,687 on
Thursday. 

The reason for the conti-
nuing upsurge in cases in
Bhopal, say district o!cials,
is the backlog of samples,
whose test reports are com-
ing in now. 

From April 20 to 22, if In-
dore, the State’s worst-hit ci-
ty, recorded an average 16
cases a day, Bhopal saw 30.
The rate of growth in the
count for Indore was 1.75%,
while for Bhopal it was
12.3%. 

The upward trend would
continue for #ve or six days,
and the city’s tally will hit a
peak in around three days,
District Collector, Bhopal,
Tarun Kumar Pithode said. 

“We had collected 10,000
samples, of which results of
half the samples are still

pending,” Mr. Pithode said. 

Samples collected
Samples were extensively
collected during a recent
survey for in$uenza-like ill-
nesses and severe acute res-
piratory illness. Besides,
health workers had collected
samples of high-risk per-
sons, who either reside in
hotspots or are primary con-
tacts of patients. 

The virus was not trans-
mitted to newer areas, with
most recent cases being de-
tected in Jahangirabad and

T.T. Nagar, the city’s hot-
spots, where containment
areas had been drawn up.
Cases in the city touched 323
on Thursday. 

Around 10 days ago, when
Indore’s case fatality rate
was close to 10%, the highest
in the country, the situation
there was worse as 20%
more cases were reported
every day, whereas in Bho-
pal the rate was 12.9%. 

Akash Tripathi, Indore Di-
visional Commissioner, said
in the coming days the surge
was expected to plateau in

Indore, which has the third-
most number of cases after
New Delhi and Mumbai, as
newer cases were mostly
from primary contacts of pa-
tients already in quarantine. 

Unrelenting uptick
Yet, the unrelenting uptick
in the number of deaths in
the neighbouring districts of
Indore, Dewas, Khargone
and Ujjain, which in a com-
bined form make up 85% of
the 85 deaths in the State, is
confounding health experts.
Indore authorities are send-

ing swab samples to the Na-
tional Institute of Virology,
to ascertain if a more viru-
lent form of the virus strain
was proving more fatal. 

As of April 23, as many as
28 districts of Madhya Pra-
desh were prey to the virus,
with Indore, having 945 cas-
es, bearing the maximum
load. 

So far, 203 patients have
recovered from the illness.
In order to stop the virus’
spread further, the State go-
vernment has identi#ed 461
containment areas. 

Bhopal surpasses Indore in case growth rate
Surge attributed
to results from
pending samples

Signs of hope: Patients being garlanded after their discharge
from the Chirayu Medical College and Hospital in Bhopal. * PTI

Staff Reporter

Bhopal

With 217 new infections and
nine deaths recorded on
Thursday, Gujarat’s CO-
VID-19 curve continues to
rise in number of cases and
fatalities. So far, 112 people
had died and 2,624 cases de-
tected in the State. 

Amid the rising number
of cases and casualties,
Thursday also saw the lar-
gest number of patients, 79,
getting discharged, increas-
ing the number of recoveries
to 258. 

Now, 28 infected patients
are critically ill and support-
ed by ventilator while 2,226
are stable under treatment.
The State has so far tested
42,384 samples. 

Ahmedabad continues to
account for the bulk of cases
and casualties. On Thursday,
out of 217 cases, 151 came
from the city alone. Seven of
the nine deaths occurred in
Ahmedabad. As on Thurs-
day, Ahmedabad’s tally of to-
tal cases has jumped to 1,652

and 69 deaths, while 113 pe-
ople have been discharged
after they recovered. 

Of the 79 discharged on
Thursday, 45 came from Va-
dodara, which has seen 53
recover out of a total of 218
cases including 11 deaths. 

With rise in recovery and
slow transmission of new in-
fections, the city has man-
aged to $atten its curve. 

“A total of 45 persons who
were COVID -19 positive and
under isolation in Ebrahim
Bavani ITI, Ajwa Road, have

recovered. They have tested
negative twice in last two
days, and have been dis-
charged,” said Vinod Rao,
senior IAS o!cer, who has
been deputed by the State
government to manage the
pandemic in the city. 

He said the administra-
tion along with the help of
Baroda Muslim Doctors As-
sociation had counselled all
45 persons to be plasma do-
nors whenever the need ar-
ises in the coming days, and
all of them have agreed. 

Ahmedabad continues to account for the bulk of cases

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD

Tracking infections: A medical team conducting a door-to-
door survey in Ahmedabad on Thursday. * PTI

Gujarat records 217 new
cases and nine deaths 

Odisha on Thursday report-
ed six new COVID-19 cases,
four in Jajpur district and
two in Balasore, taking the
total to 89.

The four persons from
Jajpur who had tested posi-
tive were family members of
those who had returned
from West Bengal and tested
positive earlier, while the
two cases reported from Ba-
lasore were contacts of a
COVID-19 case detected ear-
lier, the State government
said.

While contact tracing of
the six patients was initiated
immediately, the State go-
vernment deputed three of
its senior o!cials to oversee
the containment measures
in Balasore, Bhadrak and Jaj-
pur. These three districts
have reported as many as 33
cases till Thursday and a
majority of them include
those who had recently re-
turned from the neighbour-
ing State, their family mem-
bers and close contacts.

Legal action
The State government or-
dered a 60-hour-long com-
plete lockdown in the three
districts, starting from 10
p.m. on Thursday, to con-
tain the spread of the virus.

Legal action would be taken
against those violating the
shutdown, the government
said. 

The capital city of Bhuba-
neswar, which comes under
Khordha district, has re-
corded the highest number
of cases in the State so far
(46). As on Thursday, 10 of
the State’s 30 districts had
recorded COVID-19 cases.

Of the total 89 cases, as
many as 33 had been dis-
charged from hospitals after
treatment by Thursday.
While one patient had died
earlier, 55 persons are un-
der treatment at di"erent
exclusive COVID-19
hospitals.

More testing
Meanwhile, the State go-
vernment’s high level inter-
ministerial committee on
the pandemic decided to in-
crease testing to 3,000 sam-
ples per day by the end of
this month. 

A total of 15,984 samples
had been tested in the State
till midnight on Wednesday.
The meeting, held via video-
conferencing, also dis-
cussed the implementation
of a special plan that had
been drawn up to deal with
the emerging situation in
the districts of Balasore,
Bhadrak and Jajpur.

Odisha reports 6 new
cases, tally rises to 89 
Complete lockdown in three districts

special correspondent

BHUBANESWAR

So far, 34 police personnel,
including some o!cers,
have tested positive for
COVID-19 in Bhopal, a top
o!cial said on Thursday.

The o!cial claimed that
as per the #ndings, the
initial infections in the city’s
police force were caused
when the personnel went
out in search of those who
had returned to the State
capital after attending the

Tablighi Jamaat
congregation at Delhi’s
Nizamuddin held last
month. “With a policeman
in our cybercell testing
positive on Thursday, 34 of
our personnel, including
o!cers, have been infected
so far,” Bhopal Additional
Director General of Police
(ADGP), Upendra Jain, said.

Around 30 of their family
members had also
contracted the infection, he
added. 

Press Trust of India

BHOPAL

In a record single-day surge,
Maharashtra reported a stag-
gering 778 fresh COVID-19
cases on Thursday as the
State’s cumulative tally ex-
ceeded the 6,000-case mark
to 6,427, while 14 new deaths
took the death toll to 283.

According to State Health
o!cials, six of these deaths
were from Mumbai city,
while #ve more were report-
ed from Pune, and one each
from Navi Mumbai, Nandur-
bar and Dhule, with the lat-
ter two districts reporting
their #rst deaths.

Mumbai’s death toll now
stands at 167, while that of
Pune district has risen to 62
with as many as 59 deaths
being reported from Pune
city.

“More than 55% of the
deaths reported had high-
risk co-morbidities such as
diabetes, hypertension,
asthma and heart disease,”
said State Surveillance O!c-
er Dr. Pradeep Awate.

Mumbai and Pune
Alarming spikes in the num-
ber of cases were reported
from both Mumbai and Pune
cities, with the Maximum Ci-
ty reporting an all-time high
jump of 522 fresh cases to
surge past the 4,000 mark to
touch 4,205 cases.

Pune city reported 100
cases in less than 24 hours,
to take its tally of cases to
853, while Pimpri-Chinch-
wad reported six new cases
to take its total to 57.

The cumulative district to-
tal for Pune now stands at
910, with nearly 170 cases
being reported over just two
days.

“In the past few days, the

cases in Pune district, espe-
cially in Pune city, have
soared. However, this is pri-
marily due to the fact that we
have intensi#ed testing as
well as our screening e"orts.
An average 700-800 tests are
being carried out daily in the
highly infected areas in the
city. We have expanded our
testing capacity to as many
as 1,035 samples,” said Pune
District Collector Naval Kish-
ore Ram.

He further said that it was
especially worrying that
there were more women pa-
tients and female fatalities in
the city’s Bhavani Peth area
— a highly infected cluster
accounting for more than
200 of the 800-odd cases in
Pune city.

‘Suppressing details’
“People have been suppress-
ing details of their ailments. I
appeal to them — if they have
fever or are showing virus-
like symptoms, they must
have themselves checked at
any of the 75-odd $u clinics
across the city,” Mr. Ram
said. He said stringent lock-
down measures would be
implemented in Pune and
Pimpri-Chinchwad.

Alongside the surge in cas-
es, a total of 51 persons were
discharged today, taking the
#gure of persons recovered
till date in the State to 840.

Maharashtra records single-day high 
A total of 778 fresh cases reported; State’s tally crosses 6,000 mark

Eye of the storm: Boats anchored o! the Worli jetty after the
area was sealed due to a surge in cases. * AADESH CHOUDHARI

Special correspondent

Pune

COVID-19 positive cases in
Mumbai’s Dharavi crossed
the 200 mark after it
reported 25 new cases on
Thursday, bringing the total
to 214. It also reported its 13th

death, a 69 year-old man
from Shastri Nagar.

Of the 25 new cases, most
are from areas already part
of containment zones,
including Mukund Nagar,

Kalyanwadi, labour camp
and Rajiv Gandhi Nagar. 

Besides, cases were
reported from newer parts
of Dharavi, including Sant
Kakaiya Marg, Chamda
Bazar and Netaji Society. 

On Wednesday, a Central
team had advised the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation to increase the
number of quarantine beds
at least up to 5,000
considering a peak in cases. 

Dharavi cases cross 200 
staff reporter

Mumbai

Three Army personnel test-
ed positive for the novel co-
ronavirus in Gujarat’s Va-
dodara, Army sources said
on Thursday. 

As per the initial investi-
gation, an ATM looks to be
the source of the infection

as they all had withdrawn
money from it on the same
day, the sources said. The
necessary medical proto-
cols were initiated and close
contacts have been quaran-
tined, the sources added.

So far, there have been
nine positive COVID-19 cas-
es in the Army.

Three Army personnel
test positive in Gujarat 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 
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34 policemen test positive

Issues Involved 
 
China claims most of  the contested sea, reaching almost to the philippines shores and has built artificial 
islands with heavy military developments on them which worries the neighbouring nations and it rejects the 
UN backed international tribunal ruling as well. 
The nine dash line asserted by China violates the principle of  Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ). 
The stalled negotiations between China and ASEAN made headway on Code of  Conduct as four of  the ASEAN 
nations also made territorial claims on the disputed waters which adds to the problem with already non-
negotiable behaviour of  China. 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) 
 
It is a formula based on compromise and was recognized by the UN Conference on the Law of  the Sea in 1976. 
It covers an area beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea: it can extend to a maximum of  200 nautical miles 
from the baselines. 
Activities allowed in EEZ are - 
creation and use of  artificial islands, installations and structures. 
marine scientific research. 
the protection and preservation of  the marine environment. 
Challenges 
 
China’s behavior of  negligence, denial and the sense of  superiority while overlooking international laws and 
regulations like the UN Convention on the Law of  the Sea. 
Along with China’s bullying tactics, North Korea’s provocative behaviour has attracted US aircrafts in the 
already troubled waters. The growth of  military vessels and planes in the area makes it more challenging to 
handle. 
Undefined geographic scope of  the South China Sea; disagreement over dispute settlement mechanisms; 
different approaches to conflict management (self-restraint, mutual trust, and confidence building); and the 
undefined legal status of  the Code of  Conduct (COC) add to it. 
The different histories of  distant, largely uninhabited archipelagos of  the sea make the matter more 
complicated and multifaceted. 
Achievements 
 
The members of  the Association of  Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and China engaged in discussions on a 
potential COC to manage the South China Sea maritime and territorial disputes for a very long time and finally 
settled for a non-binding Declaration on the Conduct of  Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) in 2002. In 2005, 
the first draft of  guidelines to implement the DOC was drawn up, but not adopted until 2011. However, 
problems still linger so a plan for more robust policies is needed. 
After the consultations of  2016, in 2017 ASEAN and China adopted a bare-bone framework for the COC. 
Declaration on the Conduct of  Parties in the South China Sea (DOC), 2002 
 
ASEAN and China agreed to promote a peaceful, friendly and harmonious environment in the South China Sea 
for the enhancement of  peace, stability, economic growth and prosperity in the region. 
It reaffirms respect for and commitment to the freedom of  navigation and overflight above the South China Sea 
as provided for by the universally recognized principles of  international law, including the UN Convention on 
the Law of  the Sea. 
 Suggestions 
 
New arbitration processes to bring necessary mediation, facilitation and binding resolution mechanism which 
can move the military dispute to border management and to joint development finally. 
Adopting the concept of  joint development zones, which resolves the territorial disputes and allows to pursuit 
of  joint commercial activities, environmental protection, disaster relief  and humanitarian perspective and 
counter-piracy control. 
International disputes should be settled by peaceful means in line with international laws on the principle of  
safeguarding maritime security, navigation and overflight rights and freedoms. 
India’s Stand on South China Sea Issue 
 
In a Joint Strategic Vision for the Asia-Pacific and the Indian Ocean Region, India and the USA talked about 
ensuring freedom of  navigation and resolving disputes according to UNCLOS referring to the South China Sea 
but after Philippines won the arbitration award in its favour in 2016, India has clearly separated itself  from the 
dispute. 
New Delhi has not conducted any defence cooperation, navigational patrols and naval exercises with the 
claimant states in the South China Sea (only recently it conducted a naval exercise with Vietnam). 
After the recent development of  affairs with Japan and Russia, it might appear that India wants to raise its 
strategic presence in the South China Sea but it is not so. Firstly, because India is not a party to the maritime 
territorial disputes in the region and does not want to interfere. Secondly, India wants to preserve its “Wuhan 
Consensus” with China, in which both nations respect each others’ spheres of  influence in their adjacent water 
bodies. 
 
 
 
 
 



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CHENNAI THE HINDU 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 202010
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

COVID-19

There is likely to be no res-
pite from increases in the
number of COVID-19 cases
and deaths in the country for
at least three weeks, predicts
a mathematical model that
projects the future burden
on India’s healthcare sys-
tem. 

Based on the relationship
between COVID-19 deaths
and cases from several coun-
tries, the model posits that
the country’s healthcare sys-
tem must prepare to tend to
7,928 ICU patients on May 6.
Authorities have currently
extended the nationwide
lockdown up to May 3. As of
today, India has 24,644 ICU
beds, and bed-demands and
deaths, according to the mo-
del’s authors, assume a
“worst-case” scenario. 

The projections are availa-
ble on a freely accessible
website, covid19medinven-
tory.in, and the model has
been developed by scientists
from multiple institutions
who were brought together
by the o!ce of the govern-
ment’s Principal Scienti"c
Adviser K. VijayRaghavan.

Global experience
The “academic initiative” as
it describes itself bases its
numbers on the number of
COVID-19 deaths reported by
hospitals. Though there are
no projections on the num-
ber of cases, it derives num-
bers based on the global ex-
perience and relationships
between testing and the true
number of infections and,
correlations such as: that 5%
of total cases are critical, and
50% of those admitted to an
ICU survive. 

The website shows an In-
dia map with the expected
number of positive cases in

every district. The model it-
self, however, is yet to be
peer-reviewed but is availa-
ble as a preprint for perusal.

“Our model assumes a
constant ratio between total
infected (detected or not)
and the number of deaths,”
Aloke Kumar of the Indian
Institute of Science, Benga-
luru, wrote in an e-mail reply
to The Hindu. “So, any in-
crease in deaths is re#ected
proportionately in con-
"rmed cases. Since the en-
tire model focuses on the
healthcare system, we decid-
ed against giving out our pro-
jections for true infected in
the dashboard,” he added.
“Having said that, the death
rate is approximately 1% of
the estimate of true infection
(considering South Korea as
a benchmark where testing
was quite methodical and ex-

tensive) and around 2-3% of
reported infection.” 

From April 23 to 29, the
model projects 1,164 deaths,
and from April 29 to May 6
predicts the number of fatal-
ities to rise to 3,964 — again
the authors emphasise —
based on a worst case scena-
rio. As of Thursday, India
had reported 21,700 cases
and 686 deaths. “It is cer-
tainly a large jump, as shown
by the model,” P. Sunthar, of
the Chemical Engineering
Department at the Indian In-
stitute of Technology, Mum-
bai, wrote in an e-mail. “But
we do hope the health admi-
nistrations will take mea-
sures to contain the out-
break in badly a$ected areas
(in which case we won’t see
such large numbers in a
week). But going by the glo-
bal trend, this is what the

model shows,” he added. 
While these numbers take

into account the impact of
the lockdown, the authors
say the model’s projections
for the third week and
beyond aren’t yet reliable.
Because it bases itself on
deaths, the model would fal-
ter if the number of CO-
VID-19 deaths aren’t truth-
fully recorded and could be a
problem in rural areas or re-
gions with limited hospitali-
sation facilities. However,
being an adaptive model, the
numbers as well as health-
care demand can change
daily. Scientists who partici-
pated in developing the mo-
del include those from the Ja-
waharlal Nehru Centre for
Advanced Scienti"c Re-
search, Bengaluru, and per-
sonnel of the Armed Forces
Medical Services.

Model shows deaths, cases
rising over next three weeks
‘Healthcare system must prepare to tend to 7,928 ICU patients on May 6’

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

Hundreds of foreign nation-
als stranded in India during
the COVID-19 lockdown #ew
home in chartered #ights or-
ganised by their home coun-
tries in coordination with
airlines and the Government
of India in recent weeks. Ho-
wever, the evacuation trips
did not come for free and
they were not a$ordable
either. 

While the U.S. nationals
had to pay anywhere bet-
ween $2,000 and $2,500 per
person from New Delhi to
San Francisco or Mumbai to
Atlanta, British nationals
had to spend between £500
and £600 despite the U.K.
government allocating £75
million for chartered #ights
from countries where com-
mercial #ight operations
were not available. 

Loan option
However, the U.S. gave a
loan option to its nationals
and even took a promissory
note allowing them to #y and
pay later. The U.K. govern-
ment o$ered conditional
loans that many could not
avail while #ying out of In-
dia. U.S. nationals were in-
formed that if they failed to
repay the loan, they would
not be eligible for issue of
new passport. Only U.S. citi-
zens with con"rmation with

U.S. Mission to India were al-
lowed to board the #ights. 

“Please understand this
#ight is not free. All passen-
gers will need to reimburse
the U.S. government for the
cost of the #ight. Previous
#ights have cost between
$2,000 and 2,500 per per-
son. A legal document,
called a promissory note, for
the full cost of the #ight must
be signed by each adult pas-
senger. However, payment is
not required at the time of
the #ight,” the U.S. Embassy
in India said in a travel advi-
sory to its nationals.

Responding to an announ-
cement put out on Twitter
by the Foreign and Com-
monwealth O!ce that U.K.
travellers should return
home and £75 million had
been allocated to support
special chartered #ights

where commercial options
were no longer available, an
aspiring #yer replied won-
dering why people were be-
ing charged £600 from India
if so much money was ear-
marked. Another traveller
said the tickets were “quite
expensive” for one way and
sought to know how he
could take the loan. Howev-
er, he was informed that he
should attempt to use his
own "nancial means to ar-
range return to the U.K..

No relief
“I had to pay £1,088 for tra-
vel from Delhi to London for
myself and my three-year-
old daughter. This is more
than double the normal
fare... we usually pay £862
for return ticket on the same
sector. We are British nation-
als and the U.K. government
should have considered
some subsidy if not free re-
patriation,” said Neha Chau-
han, a banking professional
in London who took a British
Airways #ight from Delhi on
April 21, 2020.

Early this month, the U.K.
government said that over
3,000 British travellers, in-
cluding tourists, short-term
travellers and their direct de-
pendents, currently strand-
ed in India could get home
on an additional 12 chartered
#ights for which bookings
opened on April 10, 2020.

Travellers who could not af-
ford the cost and had ex-
hausted all other options for
getting funds were told to
contact a commercial partn-
er for seeking loan. “You
may be eligible to apply for
an emergency loan to cover
the cost of the ticket. This is
a last resort option and you
would need to repay the loan
when you are back in the
U.K.,” the advisory said.

Srikanth, an IT director in
a reputed "rm in Washing-
ton DC and a native of Visak-
hapatnam, said the fare was
almost thrice compared to
the normal one-way trip
from Delhi to San Francisco
or Mumbai to Atlanta, the
sectors in which the rescue
#ights were operated. “Tra-
vellers were told to report to
the nearest U.S. Consulate
for a health check-up. This
fare is much more than what
is sold during peak holiday
season. Many stayed back
hoping that #ights will res-
ume soon after the lock-
down in India,” he said.

Many other countries in-
cluding Australia, Japan and
others operated special
#ights to move their nation-
als stranded in India. Their
pricing details were not
available for comparison
though airport sources said
that most of the rescue
planes charged double since
they would #y back empty.

Foreigners paid dearly to !y out
U.S. nationals had to cough up nearly three times the normal one-way fare

Foreign nationals at the
Kolkata airport to board a
special !ight recently. * AFP

S. Vijay Kumar 
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A group of 101 former civil
servants has written to Chief
Ministers and Lieutenant-
Governors of all States and
Union Territories, express-
ing anguish over reports of
harassment of Muslims in
some parts of the country,
particularly after the Ta-
blighi Jamaat meeting in Del-
hi’s Nizamuddin in March.

Through the letter, copied
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, they have sought di-

rections to all public func-
tionaries to remain vigilant
in preventing social boycott
of any community and to en-
sure that all entitlements, in-
cluding medical and hospital
care, rations and "nancial
assistance, are available
equally to all those in need.

Among the signatories are
former National Security Ad-
visor Shivshankar Menon,
former Chief Election Com-
missioner S.Y. Quraishi,
former Chief Economic Ad-
viser Nitin Desai, former

High Commissioner to the
U.K. Nareshwar Dayal, form-
er Foreign Secretary and Na-
tional Security Advisory
Board Chairman Shyam Sa-
ran, former OSD on Kashmir
in the PMO A.S. Dulat and
former Health Secretaries K.
Sujatha Rao and Keshav
Desiraju.

Former Director-General
of Police Julio Ribeiro, form-
er Chief Information Com-
missioner Wajahat Habibul-
lah and former Chief
Secretary ( J&K) Hindal Tyab-

ji also endorsed the letter.
“The Jamaat was criti-

cised for ignoring the princi-
ples of social distancing
when cases of COVID-19 had
started emerging in the
country. Although this was
hardly the only incident of
such gatherings, both politi-
cal and religious, sections of
the media hastened to give a
communal colour to CO-
VID-19, including attributing
motives to the Jamaat in
spreading the virus to di$e-
rent parts,” the group said.

Ex-bureaucrats !ag minority harassment 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

India’s trajectory in CO-
VID-19 cases is following the
United States and likely to si-
milarly reach a plateau rath-
er than peak soon, one of
China’s top infectious dis-
ease experts has said.

Since there were already
signs of some community
transmission in India, it was
more likely to follow the
trend of the U.S. and Europe
rather than limit cases to a
low number, said Zhang
Wenhong, a leading "gure in
China’s COVID-19 strategy,
who is also director of
Huashan Hospital’s Depart-
ment of Infectious Disease in
Shanghai.

“I think the overall situa-
tion in India may be similar
to that of the U.S,” he said.
“The measures of each state
in the U.S. are di$erent.
Some states are strict and
some have resumed work.
India has to consider how
the economy functions and
how the epidemic can be
controlled, so it does not pay
a high price for epidemic
prevention.”

Long-term strategy
He said in this view, India’s
approach to adopt a long-
term strategy made sense,
including its approach to
testing. While India’s ap-
proach in tackling COVID-19
has been di$erent from Chi-
na’s sweeping lockdowns
and mass quarantines, In-
dia’s strategy was understan-
dable for its national condi-
tions. “Every country should
"nd a way that suits them ac-
cording to their situation,”
he said.

He suggested China’s
“100%” lockdown, or Aus-
tralia’s approach of locking
down until very low num-
bers of new cases were

reached, was unlikely to be
replicated in other coun-
tries, and added that he did
not necessarily advocate a
one-size-"ts-all approach.

“I personally feel that In-
dia does not need to adopt
such a strategy,” he said. “I
think their government
would probably follow the
U.S. strategy.”

India may not be able to
keep cases to as low a level
as did many places in China
— which managed to limit
the spread outside of the Hu-
bei province epicentre with
mass lockdowns, quaran-
tines and testing — but at the
same time, the rise in cases
did not mean the spread was
uncontrollable. 

Work goes on
“Do not look only at the
number of cases,” he said.
“There have been hundreds
of thousands of cases in the
U.S. and Europe, more than
in India. The lives of Euro-
peans still has not stopped,
and they are preparing to
resume work, school and
business.” 

Dr. Zhang made the com-
ments on Wednesday while
interacting with Chinese na-

tionals in India in an online
exchange arranged by the
Chinese Embassy, and "eld-
ing questions on India’s stra-
tegy, testing and the future
trajectory of cases.

Globally under control
He believed the global pan-
demic was broadly under
control, and as the number
of diagnosed cases in-
creased, the mortality rate
would further reduce. 

This outbreak, he said,
was very di$erent from
SARS in 2003, which had a
far higher mortality among
both young and old. This al-
so explained why some
countries were choosing to
reopen their economies and
schools.

On the question of wheth-
er Indians had a higher im-
munity than the rest of the
world — a matter that has
been widely debated in Chi-
na — Dr. Zhang said the inci-
dence rate in India suggest-
ed this was not the case. 

He said he was, however,
moved to see how “calm”
people were in handling the
pandemic, which suggested
what they did have was a
high “spiritual immunity”.

Zhang Wenhong points to signs of community transmission
Ananth Krishnan

CHENNAI 

Fight is on: Sta" guiding people outside the COVID-19 ward
at the LNJP Hospital in New Delhi on Thursday. * R.V. MOORTHY

India following U.S. trajectory,
says Chinese disease expert

India and Australia would
face common challenges in
the Indo-Paci"c as CO-
VID-19 was stretching
much of the world’s go-
vernmental capacity, Barry
O’Farrell, Australian High
Commissioner-designate,
said in an address to the
National Defence College
(NDC) through videoconfe-
rence. He called for greater
cooperation, especially
among India, Australia and
Indonesia.

Cooperation between
India and Australia in
southeast Asia was a natu-
ral "t. “As a starting point,
we should build on last
year’s successful trilateral
maritime security work-
shop with Indonesia to
identify new ways that our
three countries can collab-
orate to be the best possi-
ble custodians of the In-
dian Ocean,” he said.

In a separate develop-
ment, the Australian High
Commission, in coordina-
tion with the MEA, gave a
ride to India’s Ambassador
to Indonesia Pradeep Ra-
wat and his family in one of
the repatriation #ights to
Australia that had a stopov-
er at Denpasar in Indone-
sia, o!cial sources said.

Diplomatic sources said:
“Australia was very happy
and keen to help two of our
strongest Indo-Paci"c
partners, India and Indo-
nesia, in this matter. The
trilateral cooperation had
been growing and would
continue to be important
as we considered the impli-
cations of COVID-19 for In-
do-Paci"c regional order.”

Mr. O’Farrell said CO-
VID-19 would not necessa-
rily change the nature of
threats but would hasten
the pace at which they
were developing.

Australia
pitches for
trilateral ties
Dinakar Peri
Suhasini Haider

NEW DELHI










































































Way Forward 
 
Forming an overarching authority like NATO or European Union (EU) with China as a member, in Asia to settle 
grievances and specifically find solutions to Asian problems, might help resolve disputes like this. 
The sense of  power of  China needs to be checked so that it abides by the intergovernmental and international 
agreements and conventions. 
Peaceful bilateral or multilateral talks and negotiations can be used because aggression or war is not a solution 
to this or any problem at all. 
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COVID-19

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12917 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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When Rama is exiled to the forest, Kausalya is inconsolable.
She tries to dissuade Rama from leaving, but her pleas and
tears are of no avail. Rama is determined to obey His father.
But having left for the forest, Rama is anxious about His
mother’s welfare, and says even the parrot she has reared is
better than her son Rama. “The parrot gives warning cries,
and is ready to bite anyone who it sees as an enemy. Of what
use is this son of hers, who cannot comfort her or wipe away
her tears?” laments Rama. Rama, therefore, had this feeling
that He had not been a consolation to His mother. 

In order to compensate for this, when He took the Krish-
na avatara, He was an obedient son to Devaki, said V.S. Karu-
nakarachariar in a discourse. When He was born to Devaki,
Krishna reminded her that He had been her son in her two
previous births. This was in accordance with a boon He had
granted her. She had asked the Lord that she should have a
son like Him. There cannot be another like Him. He is alone,
unique. Ekameva adviteeyam, says the Upanishad, indicat-
ing that there is none His equal or superior. Since the prayer
was for a son like the Lord, there was no option for Him but
to be born as the desired child. So, in two births, He had al-
ready ful!lled His promise. 

Now in the third birth, He had appeared as Krishna. Deva-
ki, however, dreaded Kamsa. When she saw Krishna with
four hands, she begged Him to conceal two of them. From
then, until the slaying of Kamsa, the Lord showed only two
of his hands. Only after the killing of Kamsa did He show His
other two hands also. Thus, while Rama could not obey His
mother Kausalya, Krishna did what His mother wanted,
right from His birth. Thus, the regret He had as Rama was
wiped o" when He came as Krishna. 

FAITH

An obedient son + 12918
(set by Karaoke)

! ACROSS

5 Promotes pads around Ohio (6)

6 Old and new duck perhaps (6)

9 An involuntary agitation, more unusual in Turkey (6)

10 Invite trouble with no credit in risk factor perhaps (3,3,2)

11 German woman is a charlatan mostly (4)

12 Outline of house title redrawn (10)

13 Sex prevented by setter’s big siren (5,6)

18 He drives an old vehicle with joy controlling a disorder (10)

21 Curls created by balanced dyes to some extent (4)

22 Chopped tree in the trunk for vegetable (8)

23 Plant family growing endlessly in Siberia (6)

24 Impassive airmen returned yielding power to department (6)

25 Cricket batting order (6)

! DOWN

1 Small accommodation by river-rat (8)

2 Human development centre? (6)

3 What one does with the crossword here? (5,3)

4 Terribly annoyed without nitrogen in the very beginning (3,3)

5 Short comedy line — It’s a disappointing disparity! (3,3)

7 Delightful time spent around home town (6)

8 Flathead owl? Perhaps a fairground attraction (4,2,5)

14 Motion sickness controls Y-chromosome in adult during muscular

contraction (8)

15 Retainers have right to acquire treasure trove at last (8)

16 Animals moved quickly with no time in the vessel (6)

17 Commercial break at sea (6)

19 Traitor gets decapitated lion’s share (6)

20 Serving clandestinely but not against rules (6)

SCAN TO PLAY
Feeling down in lockdown? 

Get across to our Crossword site.
@ https://crossword.thehindu.com

India on Thursday thanked
Saudi Arabia for looking af-
ter the expat Indian com-
munity as the world conti-
nued to struggle with the
COVID-19 pandemic. Exter-
nal A"airs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar spoke with his Saudi
Arabia and Oman counter-
parts as the Gulf region be-
gan observing the holy
month of Ramadan.

“Appreciated the very
warm conversation with His
Highness Prince Faisal, Fo-
reign Minister of Saudi Ara-
bia. Thanked him for taking
care of the Indian commun-
ity there. Discussed our
shared interests in ensuring
health and food security. In-
dia will remain a reliable
partner,” he said in a social
media message after the
conversation. It is under-
stood that Delhi has also as-
sured Riyadh that the pan-
demic will not a"ect India’s
supply of high quality Bas-
mati rice to the monarchy.

The conversation shows
that o#cials continued to
stay in touch even as peo-
ple-to-people ties were
strained after notable Arab
commentators took to social
media over the past few
days to highlight incidents
of Islamophobia in India. In
this context, a source point-
ed to a tweet sent from a
fake Omani account and de-
scribed it as an “attempt to
distort the special relation
that India shares with the re-
gional countries”. 

Dr. Jaishankar also
thanked Foreign Minister
Yusuf Alawi of Oman for
“taking care” of the Indian
community. 

Saudi Arabia has wit-
nessed a surge in the CO-
VID-19 cases in recent weeks
with reports suggesting that

a bulk of the a"ected pa-
tients could be Indian blue
collar workers. According to
available information, the
majority of Indians abroad
a"ected by the virus are lo-
cated in the Gulf region with
Saudi Arabia accounting for
186 and Oman for 238.

Seeking repatriation
Additionally, a large number
of Indians in Saudi Arabia
have been urging New Delhi
to evacuate them. 

On Thursday, around 100
of them wrote a joint letter
to Dr. Jaishankar seeking
evacuation. The Hindu was
told that the Indian missions
are in contact with expat In-
dians in the region. 

One source indicated that
they are aware of cases
where Indians employed
with local Gulf companies
are eager to return as the
employers have shut down
because of the economic
downturn. 

The expats have been in
contact with the authorities
through the COVID-19 cell of
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs which has been the
coordinating body of the in-
ternational operations.
Sources said the cell has re-
ceived 3,000 phone calls
and 25,000 emails till
Thursday from expat In-
dians and their relatives.

‘India will remain a reliable partner’

Kallol Bhattacherjee 
Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI 

Jaishankar thanks
Saudi, Omani Ministers 

<> Discussed our
shared interests in
ensuring health and
food security

S. Jaishankar

External A!airs Minister

If you have booked an air
ticket during the lockdown
through a travel portal, you
are unlikely to get a refund
immediately despite a go-
vernment order. Most air-
lines have not reimbursed
money to online travel
agents (OTAs) due to a severe
cash crunch. 

Low-cost carriers IndiGo,
SpiceJet, GoAir, AirAsia and
TrueJet say booking portals
deposit money in advance in
the bank accounts of the air-
lines to be able to buy air
tickets. In return for this
cash deposit, airlines create
a wallet online against which
a portal can purchase tick-
ets. These wallets merely
give entities an indication of

the balance amount they can
utilise, unlike other digital
wallets that allow one to car-
ry out monetary
transactions.

Since the government di-
rective, airlines have not
reimbursed cash to portals

such as MakeMyTrip, Yatra-
.com, EasyMyTrip and ixigo,
but merely restored the ba-
lance in the online wallet.

“When airlines reimburse
an amount to this online wal-
let, without actually refund-
ing cash into our bank ac-
counts, we don’t have
money with us to give re-
funds. Only when fresh
bookings start will we be
able to utilise that wallet to
book tickets for our custom-
ers, and with new cash $ow-
ing in, we will be able to re-
fund our previous clients
who have sought refunds,”
says Nishant Pitti, CEO & Co-
Founder, EaseMyTrip.com. 

Mr. Pitti says their website
is the only one to refund
cash to their clients by dig-
ging into its earnings. He

says the website has made
refunds for tickets worth %50
crore. Citing industry esti-
mates, Mr. Pitti says that tick-
ets worth %180 crore were
bought by various travel por-
tals from di"erent Indian air-
lines during the lockdown
period.

Full-service carriers such
as Vistara and Air India have
asked OTAs to share air tick-
ets and a refund application
from passengers, which is
then veri!ed and processed. 

As far as direct bookings
with airlines during the lock-
down are concerned, the
likes of IndiGo and SpiceJet
have conveyed to their pas-
sengers that the money has
been reimbursed and it will
take three weeks for the
amount to re$ect in their

bank accounts. In response
to a query, Dhruv Shringi,
co-founder and CEO Yatra-
.com said: “We are closely
working with our airline
partners to work out more
benign policies for the cus-
tomers and trying our best to
streamline the cancellation
and refund process. We are
processing refunds as per
the policies de!ned by the
airlines.” MakeMyTrip says
on its website, “If you have a
credit shell issued by IndiGo
or SpiceJet for an impacted
booking, you can use it to
book your ticket for a future
travel date.” Ixigo’s website
says, “We are working with
our airline partners to get
their updated advisories. In
the meantime, the current
policies remain valid.”

Air ticket refunds from travel sites delayed
Most airlines do not reimburse cash to booking portals but have set up a digital wallet for future use

Airlines are facing a severe
cash crunch.

JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI

A total of 145 crew members
disembarked from U.S.
cruise ship Marella Discov-
ery on Thursday, making
them the !rst batch of Indian
seafarers to be allowed by
the government to return. 

The seafarers spent over
40 days in Indian waters as
the government put together
a standard operating proce-
dure (SOP) for them in the
wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

After Marella Discovery
called in at the Mumbai Port
Trust (MbPT) around 10.30
a.m., the Indian crew were
put through a four-stage dis-
embarkation process before
being sent to a government-
authorised quarantine facili-
ty. It was an emotional mo-
ment as the remaining crew
of Marella Discovery, led by
its captain Chris Dodds, bid
their Indian colleagues good-
bye, with promises that they
would all sail through the

pandemic and regroup for
another voyage in the near
future.

MbPT o#cials said that
the SOP for sign-on and sign-
o" for seafarers to embark
and disembark was prepared
by the Director-General of
Shipping.

While a check by the Port

Health O#cer and immigra-
tion clearance are regular ac-
tivities, the SOP included a
COVID-19 test and quaran-
tine till the results are nega-
tive. An electronic pass will
be created for all those who
test negative. 

They will then have to ap-
ply to the Brihanmumbai

Municipal Corporation
(BMC) for a transit pass so
that they can travel to their
respective homes in various
States by road. Each transit
pass will be valid for one sea-
farer and a driver only. While
the crew are from all over In-
dia, 99 hail from Goa, and
the State government is mak-

ing arrangements for them to
return home. 

The disembarkation of the
Marella Discovery crew was
carried out by shipping agent
J.M. Baxi. “All the 145 crew
disembarked on Thursday.
After the clari!cations on
SOP came in late at night,
there was limited time in
hand. The transition was
smooth,” said a senior o#-
cial of J.M. Baxi and
Company.

The Ministry of Shipping
brought out an order on
Tuesday night that paved the
way for Indian seafarers to
return home. The process
devised by the Ministry is go-
ing to be a three-phased one. 

Three phases
In the !rst phase, the govern-
ment will allow seamen on
ships docked at Indian ports
to disembark and sign o". In
the second phase, those on
ships in deep sea will be al-
lowed to return. And in the
!nal stage, all those who

have disembarked from
ships and signed o" in a fo-
reign country will be allowed
to return. 

Seafarers in foreign coun-
tries would be allowed to re-
turn to India only when the
government lifts its ban on
$ights and allows other In-
dians stranded abroad to
return.

“It’s very heartening to
see the extraordinary e"ort
made by the ship owners for
crew disembarkation. Pa-
tience paid o". The send o"
was given to the Indian crew
by remaining sta", a tradi-
tion at sea was followed to
the core by Captain of the
ship,” Sanjay Parashar, mem-
ber of the National Shipping
Board and Chairman, Inter-
national Maritime Federa-
tion, said.

Mr. Parashar said that the
return of the seafarers had
made their families smile,
and given other stranded
seafarers the hope that they
too would be back soon. 

First batch of seafarers disembark in Mumbai
145 crew members of Marella Discovery sent to quarantine after undergoing four-stage clearance at the port

Safe passage: The crew returned to land after a 40-day wait at sea. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Special Correspondent

Mumbai 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday inaugu-
rated through videoconfe-
rence a mobile virology re-
search and diagnostics
laboratory (MVRDL). It has
been developed by the De-
fence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO),
together with ESIC Hospital,
Hyderabad, and the private
industry. 

“The mobile lab will be
helpful in carrying out diag-
nosis of COVID-19 and in vi-
rus-culturing for drug
screening, convalescent
plasma-derived therapy,

comprehensive immune
pro!ling of patients towards
vaccine development and
early clinical trials speci!c to

Indian population,” the De-
fence Ministry said in a
statement.

The MVRDL is the combi-

nation of a bio-safety level
(BSL)-3 lab and a BSL-2 lab
and was set up in a record
time of 15 days. It can pro-
cess 1,000-2,000 samples a
day, the statement said.

The laboratories comply
with the biosafety standards
of the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) and the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) so as to meet interna-
tional guidelines.

The !rst such MVRDL was
developed by the Research
Centre Imarat (RCI), Hydera-
bad, in consultation with ES-
IC Hospital. It can be posi-
tioned anywhere in the
country, the statement said.

DRDO develops mobile virology lab 
It will carry out COVID-19 diagnosis and virus-culturing for various therapies

On the go: The mobile lab developed by the DRDO and ESIC
Hospital, Hyderabad. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

With the lockdown, the an-
nual festival at the Kamak-
hya temple here has been
cancelled for the !rst time
in its recorded history. 

Legends say the temple
atop the Nilachal Hills,
whose northern face slopes
down to the Brahmaputra
river, was built by the de-
mon king Narakasura. Re-
cords are available only
from 1565 when Koch King
Naranarayana had the tem-
ple rebuilt.

Kamakhya is one of the 51
shaktipeeths, or holy sites,

for the followers of the Shak-
ti cult, each representing a
body part of Sati, Lord Shi-
va’s companion. The tem-
ple’s sanctum sanctorum
houses the yoni — female
genitals — symbolised by a
rock. The festival marks the
menstruation of the
goddess

“Tough times call for
tough decisions. With a hea-
vy heart, we have decided
not to organise the annual
Ambubachi Mela in view of
the possibility of the spread
of COVID-19 infection,” Ka-
bindra Sarma, a senior tem-
ple priest said on Thursday.

Kamakhya temple
festival called o!
First time in recorded history
Special Correspondent

GUWAHATI

In the wake of several advi-
sories advocating against the
use of sanitisation tunnels as
part of e"orts to contain the
spread of the novel corona-
virus, the Pune-based CSIR-
National Chemical Laborato-
ry (CSIR-NCL) and the Mum-
bai-based Institute of
Chemical Technology (ICT)
issued a joint statement on
Thursday asserting that the
advisories “did not have any
scienti!c basis”.

“E#cacy of sodium hypo-
chlorite, also known as hypo
or bleach, ranging from
0.02% to 0.05% weight con-
centration was studied on

personnel walking through
mist tunnel unit besides an-
tibacterial activity against
standard microorganisms
before and after exposure in
the walk-through,” the CSIR-
NCL and ICT said in a re-
lease. 

“Results indicated that
[sodium hypochlorite used
in this weight concentration
range] did not show any ad-
verse e"ects on the skin.
Thus, we recommend using
0.02% to 0.05 wt. % sodium
hypochlorite solution (200
to 500 ppm) for external bo-
dy surface sanitisation of
personnel walking through
the mist tunnel by following
standard safety precau-

tions,” the two scienti!c es-
tablishments added.

The Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) had in a recent ad-
visory cautioned against the
spraying of disinfectant on
people as part of measures
to mitigate the COVID-19
pandemic and had explicitly
said that “disinfectants are
recommended for the clean-
ing and disinfection only of
frequently touched areas or
surfaces by those suspected
or con!rmed to have been
infected” by the virus.

The statement said that
the scienti!c reports would
be submitted to
government.

CSIR lab defends sanitisation
tunnel after Ministry’s advisory 
‘Correct use of sodium hypochlorite does not harm skin’
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WORLD

While clerics and govern-
ments across the Muslim
world will greet Ramzan this
week under lockdown, work-
ing together to shut mosques
and urging worshippers to
pray at home, in Pakistan,
some of the most prominent
imams have rallied their de-
votees to ignore the anti-pan-
demic measures.

Ramzan, which begins in
Pakistan later this week, is
the holy month in which
Muslims crowd into mosques
and fast all day, holding
feasts after sundown with fa-
mily and friends. Those are
ripe conditions for the coro-
navirus to spread, and
imams around the world are
asking people to stay home.

But in Pakistan, pandemic
or no pandemic, hard-line
clerics are calling the shots,
overriding the government’s
nationwide virus lockdown,
which began late last month.

Most clerics complied

with the shutdown when it
was announced. But some of
the most in!uential ones
called on worshippers to at-
tend Friday prayers in even
greater numbers. Devotees
attacked police o"cers who
tried to get in their way.

As Ramzan drew closer,
dozens of well-known clerics
and leaders of religious par-
ties — including some who
had initially obeyed the lock-
down orders — signed a letter
demanding that the govern-
ment exempt mosques from
the shutdown during the ho-
ly month or invite the anger
of God and the faithful.

20 rules to be followed
On Saturday, the govern-
ment gave in, signing an
agreement that let mosques
stay open for Ramzan as long
as they followed 20 rules, in-
cluding forcing congregants
to maintain a 6-foot distance,
bring their own prayer mats
and do their ablutions at
home.

By the time Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan met with the
clerics on Monday, deferen-
tially promising to abide by
the deal, critics were de-
manding to know who was in
charge during this national
crisis: the government or the
mosques.

“The state has become to-
tally subservient to these
clerics,” said Husnul Amin,
an Islamabad-based profes-
sor and scholar on Islam and

politics. “It is very di"cult
for the state to implement
what’s best for the public
good. The larger public inter-
est is always up against the
clerics. It’s completely unde-
mocratic.” 

Pakistan’s imams were
empowered by the military
during the 1980s when mos-
ques across the country
churned out jihadists to #ght
the Soviet military in Afghan-
istan with the support of the

a monster they can no longer
control,” Mr. Amin said.
“They are the creation of the
military, and only they could
handle them. That may no
longer be the case.”

By the time Ramzan ap-
proached, police o"cers
were no longer willing to
erect cordons around mos-
ques to stop congregants.

While clerics acknow-
ledge that their mosques are
perfect vectors for the coro-
navirus’s spread — worship-
pers gather to perform ablu-
tions together before
cramming into the mosques,
shoulder to shoulder in sup-
plication — they say they
have to protect their bottom
line: money and in!uence. 

“We know the pandemic
is a global health issue, but
religious duties cannot be
abandoned,” said Maulana
Ataullah Hazravi, a Karachi-
based cleric, adding that,
“mosques depend largely on
the donations collected dur-
ing Ramzan.” NY TIMES

U.S. While other countries
tried to curb hard-line cler-
ics’ in!uence after the Af-
ghan war, in Pakistan, the
powerful military continued
to use them as tools of fo-
reign and domestic policy.

But their de#ance of the
lockdown is exposing the li-
mits of the military’s control.

Beyond Army’s control
The military wanted the
shutdown, pressuring Mr.
Khan to back the measure at
a time when he was reluctant
and worried about the eco-
nomic toll. But when the se-
curity forces tried to prevent
worshippers from gathering
at mosques for prayers, they
found themselves under
attack.

In Karachi, the largest city,
scenes emerged of worship-
pers chasing the police
through narrow alleyways,
pelting them with rocks and
sending several o"cers to
the hospital.

“The military has created

Imams overrule Pakistan’s lockdown as Ramzan approaches
Nod to mosques to remain open raises questions as to who is in charge during the national crisis: the govt. or the clerics

Deep devotion: Believers entering the Memon Mosque for
afternoon prayers in Karachi, Pakistan, in this !le photo. * NYT

Maria Abi-Habib

Zia Ur-Rehman

U.S. President Donald
Trump signed an executive
order on Wednesday barring
certain categories of immi-
grants from admission to the
U.S. for 60 days, ostensibly
to protect Americans’ jobs at
risk from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The order has several
exemptions, including for
those who are already in the
U.S. seeking to switch their
visa status to permanent
residency.

Mr. Trump had tweeted
earlier this week that he
would “temporarily suspend
immigration”.

“In order to protect our
great American workers, I've
just signed an executive or-
der temporarily suspending
immigration into the United
States. This will ensure that
unemployed Americans of
all backgrounds will be #rst
in line for jobs as our econo-
my reopens,” he told a press
conference in Washington
on Wednesday. He also sug-
gested it could be amended
or extended at the appro-
priate time.

The President’s proclama-
tion went into e$ect shortly
before the country’s weekly
job report was released,
showing that another 4.4
million Americans had de-
clared themselves unem-
ployed in the week ending
April 18, taking the total
number to some $26 million
since the pandemic began.

The immigration of the
following categories of non-
U.S. citizens is restricted for
60 days starting Thursday:
those outside the U.S., those
who do not already have a
valid immigrant visa, those
that do not have an o"cial
travel document other than
a visa that is valid on the ef-
fective date of the proclama-

tion “or issued on any date
thereafter that permits him
or her to travel to the United
States and seek entry or
admission”.

Chain migration
The new order, while in ef-
fect, will prevent individuals
from bringing their parents,
adult children, or siblings in-
to the U.S. (Mr. Trump has
called this “chain
migration”).

Entry into the U.S. for in-
dividuals who are already le-
gal permanent residents is
not suspended. The order al-
so does not apply to spouses
of U.S. citizens or those seek-
ing entry on the EB-5 inves-
tor visa.

Some immigrant visa hol-
ders such as doctors, nurses,
healthcare workers and CO-
VID-19 researchers and their
spouses and minor depen-
dents are exempt from the
suspension order

“Without intervention,
the United States faces a po-
tentially protracted econom-
ic recovery with persistently
high unemployment,” the
presidential order reads.

“ …Introducing additional
permanent residents when
our healthcare resources are
limited puts strain on the #-
nite limits of our healthcare

system at a time when we
need to prioritize Americans
and the existing immigrant
population,” it said.

Last year, just over 1 mil-
lion people got green cards
as per Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) data.
Some 56% switched visa sta-
tus from within the U.S. and
44% entered the U.S. on im-
migrant visas. The propor-
tions for the 53,707 Indians
who got green cards in
FY2019 (year ending Octob-
er 2019) were similar —with
slightly less than half getting
immigrant visas from
outside.

Mr Trump’s policies have
progressively tried to res-
trict both legal and illegal
migration to the U.S.

Critics have said his latest
policy is to distract from crit-
icisms of his handling of the
pandemic.

“President Trump now
seeks to distract us from his
fumbled COVID-19 response
by trying to put the blame on
immigrants. The truth is that
many immigrants are on our
front lines, protecting us as
doctors, nurses, health aids,
farmworkers, and restau-
rant workers,” Jerrold Na-
dler, a high ranking Demo-
crat in the House of
Representatives said.

The move is to protect American workers, says President 

Sriram Lakshman

Chennai 

Tough decision: President Donald Trump addressing
mediapersons in the White House. * AP

Trump signs executive order
restricting immigration 

Bitterly divided EU leaders
will try Thursday to hammer
out a huge coronavirus res-
cue package, as the WHO
warned the pandemic is far
from over.

While there are signs the
COVID-19 outbreak is slow-
ing and some countries have
started to ease restrictions
a$ecting billions of people,
the world is grappling with
how to repair economic
damage on a scale not seen
for nearly a century.

Other nations are still in
the early stages of the #ght
against a disease that has
killed more than 1,80,000
people and infected 2.6 mil-
lion worldwide, even as it ap-
pears to be peaking in Eu-
rope and the U.S.

Oil prices and stocks ral-
lied on Thursday after a vi-
rus-induced pounding ear-
lier this week but
uncertainty remained, with
governments fearing a se-
cond wave of coronavirus in-
fections if lockdowns are lift-
ed too fast.

In Europe, still the worst-
hit continent with 1,10,000
deaths, leaders are set to
haggle via videoconference
on a giant economic recov-
ery package, but a deep
north-south divide threatens
to scupper any progress.

‘Spirit of solidarity’ 
The #ght has reopened the
wounds of the 2009 eco-
nomic crisis with debt-laden
southern states like Spain
and Italy, both badly hit by
the disease, demanding help
to get back on their feet.

“With the pandemic, no-
body calls,” says Pedro Oran,
a 53-year-old Spaniard who
usually works by helping a
plumber. 

But richer northern coun-
tries like Germany and the
Netherlands, while saying
they are ready to help for
now, insist they will not take
the long-term step of pooling
debt with Mediterranean go-
vernments they accuse of
pro!igacy.

“In the spirit of solidarity,
we should be prepared to

make completely di$erent,
that is to say signi#cantly
higher contributions to the
European budget over a set
period,” German Chancellor
Angela Merkel said.

No joint statement
In a sign of how far apart the
bloc’s 27 countries are, lead-
ers will not even issue their

usual joint statement after
the videoconference, a di-
plomat said.

The divisions could not
come at a worse time, with
the eurozone economy suf-
fering an unprecedented col-
lapse in April due to the pan-
demic, according to a
leading business survey by
analysis #rm IHS Markit.

The pressure on govern-
ments everywhere to ease
the economic pain is grow-
ing by the day, with tens of
millions unemployed and
several countries at risk of
famine.

Some EU countries have
slightly eased restrictions
but bans on large gatherings
have been extended.

EU divided over virus recovery plan
Rich members against long-term pooling of debt with Mediterranean nations they accuse of pro!igacy

Agence France-Presse

Brussels

Staying !t: Healthcare workers doing stretches and breathing exercises at a hospital in
Barcelona, Spain, on Thursday. * REUTERS

Italy began conducting
antibody tests in the
northern region of
Lombardy on Thursday,
seeking information about
coronavirus immunity to
help guide authorities as
they reopen the locked-
down country. Lombardy,
which was the worst-hit by
the crisis, is betting that
the science about “herd
immunity” derived from
the blood tests will help
the region return to work
faster and safer. 

Italy launches
antibody tests
Agence France-Presse

Rome

China said on Thursday it
would donate another $30
million to the World
Health Organization
(WHO), which is seeking
more than $1 billion to
fund its battle against the
pandemic. The pledge
comes after U.S. President
Donald Trump suspended
funding to the WHO and
accused the organisation
of promoting Chinese
“disinformation” about the
virus, which emerged in
Wuhan last year.

$30 mn more
for WHO: China

Reuters

BEIJING

More than 4.4 million
laid-o$ workers applied
for U.S. unemployment
bene#ts last week as job
cuts escalated across an
economy that remains all
but shut down, the
government has said.
Roughly 26 million people
have now #led for jobless
since the pandemic began
forcing employers to shut
their doors. About one in
six American workers have
lost their jobs in the past
#ve weeks.

4.4. mn seek
U.S. jobless aid 
Associated Press

Washington
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Iran will destroy U.S. war-
ships if its security is threa-
tened in the Gulf, the head of
Iran’s elite Revolutionary
Guards told state TV on
Thursday, a day after U.S.
President Donald Trump
warned Tehran over ”harass-
ment” of U.S. vessels.

“I have ordered our naval
forces to destroy any Ameri-
can terrorist force in the Per-
sian Gulf that threatens se-
curity of Iran’s military or
non-military ships,” Major
General Hossein Salami said.
“Security of the Persian Gulf
is part of Iran’s strategic
priorities.”

Trump said on Wednes-
day he had instructed the
U.S. Navy to #re on any Ira-
nian ships that harass it at

sea, but said later he was not
changing the militarys rules
of engagement.

Earlier this month, the
U.S. military said 11 Revolu-
tionary Guards naval vessels
from the Guards Navy came
close to U.S. Navy and coast
guard ships in the Gulf, call-

ing the moves dangerous
and provocative.

On Thursday, Iran’s Fo-
reign Ministry summoned
the Swiss Ambassador in
Tehran, who represents U.S.
interests in the country, over
the recent tensions between
Tehran and Washington. “I

am telling the Americans
that we are absolutely deter-
mined and serious in de-
fending our national securi-
ty, our water borders, our
shipping safety, and our se-
curity forces, and we will
respond decisively to any sa-
botage,” Salami said.

“Americans have expe-
rienced our power in the
past and must learn from it.”

Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif sug-
gested that Mr. Trump
should focus on saving U.S.
service members from the
pandemic. “The U.S. mili-
tary is hit by over 5,000 #co-
vid19 infections... Also, U.S.
forces have no business
7,000 miles away from
home, provoking our sailors
o$ our OWN Persian Gulf
shores,” Mr.Zarif tweeted.

Iran vows to hit back if threatened 
Guards chief says U.S. warships will be destroyed if security of Gulf is imperilled

In troubled waters: Iranian Navy vessels maneuvering close to
USS Paul Hamilton in the north Gulf on April 15. * AFP/U.S. NAVY

Reuters

DUBAI

Bangladesh will not accept
two boats carrying hun-
dreds of reportedly starving
Rohingya refugees, the
country’s Foreign Minister
said on Thursday as calls
grew to rescue the Muslim
outcasts.

The new controversy over
stranded Rohingya blew up
just a week after dozens
starved to death on a boat
that was left at sea for two
months before it could land.

Activists are fearful that
large numbers of Rohingya,
a persecuted Muslim minori-
ty from mostly Buddhist
Myanmar, may be trapped
on boats and unable to reach

other countries.
Rights group Amnesty In-

ternational has said two #sh-
ing trawlers carrying some
500 Rohingya women, men
and children are in the Bay
of Bengal after being pushed
away by Malaysia.

Bangladesh has ordered
increased patrols in the Bay

of Bengal to stop the boats
entering, Foreign Minister
A.K. Abdul Momen said.

“Two boats carrying Roh-
ingya are trying to get into
our waters,” he said, adding
that the vessels could have
come from Myanmar’s Rak-
hine State following #ghting
between the military and re-
bel groups, or “somewhere
else”.

“Our Navy and coast-
guard are on alert ,” Mr. Mo-
men said. “No more Rohin-
gya will be allowed in.” 

About one million Rohin-
gya are in camps on the Ban-
gladesh-Myanmar border
having !ed decades of perse-
cution in their home region
in Rakhine. 

Bangladesh to turn back
Rohingya boats, says Minister
Last week, dozens reportedly starved to death on a boat 

Agence France-Presse

Dhaka

The Navy and Coast Guard
are on alert, said Minister
A.K. Abdul Momen. * AFP

Two alleged former Syrian
intelligence o"cers went
on trial in Germany on
Thursday accused of
crimes against humanity in
the #rst court case world-
wide over state-sponsored
torture by Bashar al-As-
sad's regime.

Prime suspect Anwar
Raslan, 57, an alleged form-
er Colonel, stands accused
of carrying out crimes
against humanity while in
charge of the Al-Khatib de-
tention centre in Damas-
cus. 

Fellow defendant Eyad
al-Gharib, 43, is accused of
being an accomplice to
crimes against humanity,
having helped to arrest
protesters. 

Syrian torture
trial opens 
in Germany 
Agence France-Presse

Koblenz

Google to verify
advertisers, their location 
WASHINGTON

Google said on Thursday it
would expand its programme
of verification of advertisers
on its platform as part of an
effort to weed out fraud and
“bad actors.” The internet
giant said it would start by
verifying advertisers in
phases in the United States
and expand the programme
globally. AFP

ELSEWHERE

‘Army killed 14 civilians
in Mozambique’s north’
MAPUTO

Mozambique’s main
opposition Renamo party on
Thursday accused security
forces of killing 14 civilians in
the northern Cabo Delgado
province, which has been
repeatedly attacked by
jihadists. The former rebel
movement-turned-political
party named all the 14
alleged victims it said died in
three recent incidents. AFP

Australia’s Prime Minister
called on Thursday for the
World Health Organization
to be given powers similar
to U.N.-backed weapons
inspectors, allowing their
experts to enter virus-
stricken countries to help
prevent future pandemics.

WHO member countries
should be required to allow
independent health
inspectors to investigate
new virus outbreaks within
their borders as a condition

of membership, Scott
Morrison said.

Enabling these o"cials to
mobilise quickly and carry
out assessments like
“weapons inspectors”
could help save lives, he
added. “If you’re going to
be a member of a club like
the World Health
Organization, there should
be obligations and
responsibilities attached to
that,” he said.

Mr. Morrison reportedly
raised the issue with several
world leaders this week.

Give WHO powers to send
in inspectors: Australia PM
Agence France-Presse

Sydney

The U.S. will keep seeking
North Korea’s denucleari-
sation no matter who is in
charge in Pyongyang, Se-
cretary of State Mike Pom-
peo said Wednesday, amid
speculation about leader
Kim Jong-un’s health.

U.S. o"cials, including
President Donald Trump,
have declined to discuss
Mr. Kim’s condition after a
report, downplayed by
South Korea, that the reclu-
sive authoritarian was
ailing.

But asked in an inter-
view, Mr. Pompeo said he
had met Mr. Kim’s power-
ful sister, Kim Yo-jong,
whose recent elevation in
the hierarchy raised pun-
dits’ view that she could be
a successor. “I did have a
chance to meet her a cou-
ple of times, but the chal-
lenge remains the same
whoever is leading North
Korea,” Mr. Pompeo said.

‘U.S. goals will
not change on
North Korea’
Agence France-Presse

Washington

Introduction: 
 
The Reserve Bank of  India will conduct a simultaneous sale and purchase of  bonds, in a move seen by market 
participants as an attempt to bring longer-term yields lower. It is the first time the RBI has conducted a special 
open market operation (OMO) of  this kind, similar to the ‘Operation Twist’ carried out in the United States 
near the start of  the decade. Bond yields have been rising since the RBI unexpectedly left its key repo rate 
unchanged, even as it slashed its forecast for economic growth to its lowest in over a decade. The RBI said it 
will buy 100 billion rupees’ worth of  the current benchmark 10-year bond while selling four bonds maturing in 
2020 for an equivalent amount. The central bank said it had decided to conduct the special OMO after 
reviewing the liquidity & market situation and assessing financial conditions. 
 
Operation Twist: 
 
It is the new buzz word in the money market ever since the Reserve Bank of  India (RBI) made an 
announcement for the simultaneous purchase and sale of  government securities on 19 December of  a similar 
amount of  Rs 10,000 crore. The same has been replicated on 26 December and 2 January with the auctions to 
take place 
This an unusual step by the RBI to flatten the yields curves. 
An open market operation (OMO) is where the RBI buys and sells securities to infuse or absorb liquidity in the 
system. 
But when the RBI does the same on both sides, it is different when the amounts are the same which means that 
overall liquidity does not get influenced at all. 
But what is done is that the RBI is buying the benchmark 6.45 percent 2029 paper which is the 10 year one. On 
the other hand, it sells various papers in the 2020 bracket which is less than one year. 
Now what happens is that when the RBI buys 10 years paper, the demand for the same goes up leading to an 
increase in price or decline in yields. The same happens when it sells short-term paper which banks buy that, 
in turn, increases the yield as supply increases reducing thus the prices. 
This attempt to sell short term and buy long term is essentially aimed at helping out the government to meet 
its borrowing requirement at a slight lower cost. 
Operation Twist normally leads to lower longer-term yields, which will help boost the economy by making 
loans less expensive for those looking to buy homes, cars and finance projects, while saving becomes less 
desirable because it doesn’t pay as much interest 
 
Why Operation Twist is conducted? 
 
If  there is a shortfall in long term investment in the country and the investors are reluctant to do long term 
investment in the economy, then the government tries to reduce the interest rate for the long term investment 
ventures. 
These long term investment venture includes; purchase of  land/house,  investment in infrastructure and 
securities, etc. 
The long-term investment will create jobs in the country which would lead to an increase in the demand for 
other products. So due to a positive atmosphere in the country, the holistic development of  the entire country 
would take place 
Why is this being done now? 
 
The idea is to lower the long-term yields to something more tuned to the RBI. 
At the time of  the first simultaneous OMO announced, the 10-year yield was 6.75 percent and after the two 
rounds of  Operation Twist has come down to 6.51 percent. 
Clearly the RBI is not satisfied and is going in for the third round too. It is also possible that this operation can 
continue until such time the yields come down to the level with which the RBI is satisfied. While the 2020 paper 
yields have not quite increased to the same extent, the overall differential has come down. The latest auction 
announced also involves 4 and 6 years paper purchase along with the 10 years paper. 
At the theoretical level, such operations are influencing the yield curve which should reflect the differential in 
the tenures as well as move all rates down as the repo rate has been reduced by the RBI by 135 bps last year. 
As the transmission to the market did not take place in the last policy when the repo rate was reduced in 
October, Operation Twist has been used to guide rates. 
 
Benefits of  Operation Twist 
 
The interest rate for the long term investment will come down so the investor will take more loans for long 
term investments. 
Address the worries of  lack of  transmission of  repo rate cuts. 
The flow of  money will increase in the country, and aggregate demand in all sectors of  the economy will boost. 
The overall increase in productive activities will further create jobs in the economy. 
How does it affect investors? 
 
Fixed income investors with higher exposure to long term debt will benefit from easing yield of  long-term 
bonds. 
Consumers/borrowers will also profit from ‘Operation Twist’ as the retail loans will now get cheaper. 
Previously banks were forced to price their retail loans at higher rates owing to high yields on long-term 
government borrowings. 
Cheaper retail loans mean a boost in consumption and spending in the economy which in turn will revive 
growth.
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BUSINESS

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277.60. . . . . . . . . 5.70

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1821.65. . . . . . . . . 8.65

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 430.05. . . . . . . . -1.10

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2430.65. . . . . . . 50.95

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4729.60. . . . . . -46.15

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2172.45. . . . . . . 24.20

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 496.00. . . . . . . . -5.40

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 355.15. . . . . . . . -1.55

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2947.40. . . . . . . . -5.25

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 586.70. . . . . . . . -0.50

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140.90. . . . . . . . . 0.20

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 4027.10. . . . . . -29.70

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 14068.35. . . . . 365.05

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83.25. . . . . . . . -0.95

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500.45. . . . . . . . -9.95

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477.70. . . . . . . 15.30

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1663.45. . . . . . . . -0.70

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 954.95. . . . . . . 26.35

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1865.00. . . . . . -22.65

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111.25. . . . . . . . . 2.95

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2317.50. . . . . . -68.65

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 352.95. . . . . . . 17.00

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 409.95. . . . . . . . -5.95

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 166.10. . . . . . . . -1.45

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 679.30. . . . . . . 37.45

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 83.10. . . . . . . . . 0.10

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180.55. . . . . . . . -1.70

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.95. . . . . . . . -1.25

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1249.65. . . . . . . 97.50

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 840.60. . . . . . -12.00

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 347.50. . . . . . . . . 7.30

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 5156.35. . . . . . -24.50

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 17436.05. . . -206.00

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.20. . . . . . . . -2.40

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.35. . . . . . . . . 2.00

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 158.00. . . . . . . . -4.20

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1370.90. . . . . . . . . 7.30

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186.70. . . . . . . . -2.00

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 18707.75. . . -509.40

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477.45. . . . . . . . . 3.10

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.65. . . . . . . . -0.25

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270.30. . . . . . . . . 1.95

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1878.25. . . . . 108.75

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 523.70. . . . . . . . . 5.40

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 912.60. . . . . . -38.80

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3442.20. . . . . . . . . 1.05

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348.90. . . . . . . . -4.75

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77.60. . . . . . . . . 1.50

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180.90. . . . . . . . . 2.35

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 157.55. . . . . . . . . 5.70

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 23

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.87. . . . . . . 76.19

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.74. . . . . . . 82.09

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 93.64. . . . . . . 94.06

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 70.60. . . . . . . 70.90

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.72. . . . . . . 10.76

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 77.77. . . . . . . 78.10

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 53.28. . . . . . . 53.52

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 53.64. . . . . . . 53.87

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.39. . . . . . . 17.47

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 48.24. . . . . . . 48.48

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

23-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,863 ddddddddddddddd1.54 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 76.06 ddddddddddddddd0.81

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 22.67 ddddddddddddddd9.62

The !rst auction of the se-
cond tranche of Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) target-
ed long term repo opera-
tions (TLTRO 2.0), which
were meant for liquidity sup-
port to non-banking !nan-
cial companies, (NBFCs), re-
ceived poor response as total
value of bids received from
banks was almost 50% less
than the noti!ed amount.

The RBI received 14 bids
worth "12,850 crore in the
auction that was conducted
on Thursday, against a noti-
!ed amount of "25,000
crore, of three-year tenor. 

“The total bids that were
received amounted to
"12,850 crore, implying a bid
to cover ratio (i.e., the
amount of bids received rela-
tive to the noti!ed amount)
of 0.5,” the RBI said.

“Will review the auction
results and take a view in the

matter,” the RBI added.
While announcing the

auction, the RBI had said
that the funds availed from
Thursday’s auction should
be deployed in investment
grade bonds, commercial
paper (CPs) and non-conver-
tible debentures (NCDs) of
NBFCs. At least 50% of the
total funds availed of by the
banks was mandated to be

deployed in small and mid-
sized NBFCs.

“Limited participation by
banks in the TLTRO 2.0
clearly highlights the banks’
reluctance to lend to mid-
size and small NBFCs and
MFIs in the current situa-
tion,” said Vydianathan Ra-
maswamy, director and
head, !nancial sector ra-
tings,Brickwork Ratings. 

“Given the lack of risk ap-
petite in banks, a structure
with partial credit guarantee
by the GoI, similar to the
PCG [partial credit guaran-
tee] scheme launched last
year for securitisation, may
be the only viable option to
ease liquidity challenges of
NBFCs,” he said.

NBFCs, including housing
!nance companies and
MFIs, are facing stretched li-
quidity conditions as banks
turned risk-averse and
choked lending. Adding to
the woes, banks have not ex-
tended the three-month re-
payment moratorium to the
NBFCs. NBFCs, however, ex-
tended such a moratorium
to their customers. As a re-
sult, fund in#ow for NBFCs
has been severely hit.

A Crisil report estimated
that NBFCs rated by it will
see debt obligation worth
"1.75 lakh crore maturing by
the end of June.

Repo auction gets poor response
May indicate a reluctance on the part of banks to lend to NBFCs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Out of steam: At least 50% of funds raised was mandated to
be deployed by banks in NBFCs. * REUTERS

As part of measures to ease
fund-raising for companies
amid the ongoing volatility
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI)
has allowed listed compa-
nies to raise funds after six
months of making a buyback
o$er. 

Under normal circum-
stances, SEBI norms stipu-
late a minimum gap of 12
months between a buyback
o$er and any fund raising
activity by a listed company.

“To enable relatively
quicker access to capital, it
has been decided to tempo-
rarily relax the period of res-
triction provided in Regula-
tion 24(i)(f ) of the buy-back
Regulations. Accordingly,
the words ‘one year’ shall be

read as ‘six months’ in the
said regulation,” the regula-
tor said in a circular on
Thursday. 

E!ective till Dec. 31
While the relaxation will
come into force with imme-
diate e$ect, it will be applic-
able until December 31.

The latest move comes
following a relaxation in

norms for preferential allot-
ment by companies with
stressed assets. 

The watchdog has also re-
laxed certain compliance
norms for entities that are
planning to come with an in-
itial public o$er (IPO), while
enlarging the de!nition of
entities eligible for making
fast track rights issue.

In another circular re-
garding valuation of money
market or debt securities
held by mutual funds, the
regulator has said that if an
issuer defaults on payment
obligations due to the lock-
down or the moratorium al-
lowed by RBI, then valuation
agencies should not term it a
default.

The amended norms will
be in place till the period of
the moratorium of the cen-
tral bank, it added. 

SEBI move to reduce time gap for quicker access to capital

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Listed !rms can raise funds
6 months post buyback o"er

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has announced simul-
taneous purchase and sale
of government bonds in a
bid to soften long-term
yields. The central bank will
buy "10,000 crore of bonds
maturing between 2026 and
2030 and sell the same
amount of T-bills.

“On a review of current
and evolving liquidity and
market conditions, the Re-
serve Bank has decided to
conduct simultaneous pur-
chase and sale of govern-
ment securities under open
market operations (OMO)
for "10,000 crore each on

April 27, 2020,” the RBI said
on Thursday. 

Such open market opera-
tions are known as ‘Opera-
tion Twist,’ which was used
by the RBI in December last
year for the !rst time. 

Following the announce-
ment, the yields on the 10-
year bonds dropped by 20
basis points (bps).

The move will also aid
monetary transmission by
prompting banks to pass on
interest rate cut bene!ts to
their customers. The RBI
had reduced key policy rate
or the repo rate by 75 bps to
4.4% in the monetary policy
review, announced in the
last week of March.

RBI to restart Operation
Twist to manage yields
To sell, buy #10,000-cr. bonds each
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

At a time when Indian inves-
tors are shying away from as-
sets like equities and real es-
tate, gold is emerging as a
preferred choice of invest-
ment. A large number of re-
tail investors, who have nev-
er bought gold in the past,
are now looking at the yel-
low metal as an investment
avenue. 

A recent retail survey
from the World Gold Council
(WGC) revealed that 29% of
retail investors surveyed had
never bought gold in the
past, but are open to the idea
of buying gold in the future. 

Further, 52% of investors
already owned some form of
gold, with 48% having invest-

ed in the 12 months preced-
ing the survey. 

Gold jewellery and gold
coins remained two of the
top !ve investments held by
Indian investors across the
board — a position that has
been a permanent !xture for
some years, stated a release

by the gold body. The survey
revealed that there was a
clear urban and rural divide
with the former having a
deeper penetration in terms
of gold investment.

In urban areas, 76% of the
investors surveyed had in-
vested in gold in the past
while 21% were open to buy-
ing gold in the future even
though they had never pre-
viously invested in gold.

On the other hand, 37% of
rural investors said they
would consider buying gold
in future despite never hav-
ing done so before.

Lack of trust, a key issue
Importantly, lack of trust
was found to be the key de-
terrent for potential inves-

tors looking at gold. 
“Our global consumer sur-

vey revealed that lack of
trust was a key challenge for
gold across six key markets:
48% of global considerers
were deterred from buying
gold due to a lack of trust.
The data for India shows it to
be a far bigger issue here
than elsewhere: 61% of In-
dian considerers identi!ed
issues around trust as a bar-
rier to buying gold,” the re-
lease stated. 

The WGC is working with
industry to address the trust
issue; it recently launched
Retail Gold Investment Prin-
ciples and is collaborating
with the industry to opera-
tionalise these to build trust
in potential investors.

Gold attracting !rst-time buyers, of late
Nearly 30% of respondents who had never bought gold open to investing: survey

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

LIC Housing Finance has
reduced the interest rate
on home loans by 60 basis
points (bps) to 7.5% for new
customers with a credit
score of 800 from CIBIL. 

The rate is applicable for
any loan amount. “An addi-
tional reduction of 10 bps
i.e. 7.4% will be o$ered if
the customer assigns new/
existing single premium
term assurance policy with
the sum assured equal to
the loan amount to LIC
HFL,” it said. For custom-
ers with a below-800
score, the rate will start at
7.9% without the policy
and 7.8% with the policy.

LIC Housing
cuts interest
rate to 7.5%
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The Confederation of Indian
Industry on Thursday said it
expected India’s economy
to slow down considerably,
with its estimate ranging
from a contraction of 0.9%
to a growth of 1.5%, in the
current !nancial year due to
the COVID-19 outbreak and
the subsequent lockdown. 

“Given the extent of dam-
age to the economy from
disruption to business, GDP
growth in FY21 will likely be
the lowest in many de-
cades,” said Chandrajit Ba-
nerjee, director general, CII. 

Noting that by the time
the second phase of lock-
down ends on May 3, it
would have extended for 40
days, the industry body said
the economic costs of the
lockdown are rising with
each passing day, with the
impact being felt across sec-

tors. “The situation requires
immediate, across-the-
board intervention from the
government,” it added.

“Any signi!cant revival in
investment activity is un-
likely as capacity utilisation
levels may remain sub-opti-
mal. Consumption demand
is likely to remain lacklustre
as people’s incomes have
been impacted,” it said.

Best-case scenario
In a new paper titled ‘A plan
for economic recovery,’ the
CII said, in an optimistic sce-
nario, wherein a faster pick-
up post the lockdown pe-
riod is envisaged, the GDP
forecast is for growth of 1.5%
‘in the best case.’ In the ‘ba-
seline scenario,’ the GDP is
expected to grow at 0.6%. In
the case of a more pro-
longed outbreak, the GDP is
likely to contract by 0.9%,
the CII added.

CII says India growth
may slip to 1.5% in FY21
Contraction of 0.9% likely if virus stays

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI Bharti Infratel on Thursday
posted a 7% increase in net
pro!t to "650 crore for the
quarter ended March 31,
2020.

The tower infrastructure
provider had clocked a net
pro!t of "608 crore in the
January-March 2019 quar-
ter, the company said. Con-
solidated revenue stood at
"3,624 crore. A year ear-
lier, it was "3,600 crore.

The company, however,
said that due to the adop-
tion of the new accounting
system — IND AS 116 — from
April 1, 2019 onwards, the
amounts for the quarter
and full year ended March
31, 2020 are not
comparable.

The board of directors
declared a third interim di-
vidend of "4.10 per equity
share of "10 each for !nan-
cial year 2019-20.

Bharti Infratel
pro!t rises 7%
to "650 crore 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Jio Platforms Ltd.’s decision
to sell 9.99% stake to Face-
book Inc. in a $5.7 billion
deal is seen as a step towards
deleveraging the balance
sheet of its parent !rm Re-
liance Industries Limited
(RIL). 

RIL, with an outstanding
debt of "3,06,851 crore ($43
billion) is banking on a few
more multi-billion-dollar
deals in energy, telecom and
retail sectors to become a ze-
ro-net-debt company by the
end of this !scal. 

The proceeds from the
Jio-Facebook deal will re-
duce the net consolidated
borrowings of RIL and rein-
force the company’s com-
mitment to reduce its net
borrowings to zero by March
31, 2021, which is seen as

credit positive by analysts. 
Moody’s Investor Services

expects the Jio-Facebook
transaction to reduce RIL’s
consolidated net debt/EBIT-
DA by 0.4x to well below
3.0x — the tolerance level for
its Baa2 rating. “The invest-
ment by Facebook establish-
es a valuation for RIL’s digi-
tal services business and can
be used as a base for further
divestment by the company.

This also increases RIL’s !-
nancial #exibility,” Moody’s
said. In July 2019, RIL an-
nounced the sale of its tele-
com tower business to
Brook!eld Asset Manage-
ment Inc. for "25,200 crore.

The company also signed
a non-binding letter of intent
to sell 20% stake in its oil-to-
chemical business to Saudi
Aramco for an enterprise va-
lue of $15 billion. The com-
pany has also entered into a
deal with BP Plc to sell 49%
stake in its fuel marketing
business in India for $1 bil-
lion. Together, the proceeds
from these transactions will
result in a $16 billion reduc-
tion in RIL’s net debt and the
company’s leverage.

As on December 31, 2019,
the company had cash and
cash equivalents were at
"153,719 crore ($21.5 billion). 

Jio-Facebook deal to help
deleverage RIL’s balance sheet 
Indian major eyes zero net-debt with stake sale in other arms

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI 

The two major ports in
Chennai have successfully
evacuated most of the im-
ported containers from
their terminals via road
and rakes post the CO-
VID-19 lockdown.

“Currently, Chennai
Port Trust (ChPT) has
11,000 containers for trans-
shipment and they are be-
ing evacuated on a regular
basis,” said P. Raveendran,
chairman, ChPT. “As in-
ventories are at managea-
ble levels, we don’t foresee
tra%c or container conges-
tion in our port,” he said.

Meanwhile, Kamarajar
Port Ltd. (KPL) has close to
8,000 containers for evac-
uation. “The containers
will be moved by road and
some by rakes,” said Sunil
Paliwal, CMD, KPL.

19,000
containers to
be ‘evacuated’
N. Anand

Chennai

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s order banning im-
migration under various ca-
tegories to the U.S. for 60
days need not be seen as a
negative sign for the Indian
IT sector, said Nasscom.

The sector’s apex body al-
so said it would make strong
recommendations to the
U.S. administration to con-
sider critical technology
workers from India under
the essential category, com-
plying with the guidelines
released by the Cybersecuri-
ty & Infrastructure Security
Agency (CISA), an arm of
the U.S. Department of Ho-
meland Security.

It’s too early to see any
impact on the Indian tech
sector, but what came out is
the !rst executive order
speaking about permanent
immigrants, green card hol-

ders and also about people
who are outside of the coun-
try, Shivendra Singh, vice-
president and head, immi-
gration, Nasscom, told The
Hindu.

However, the order will
not apply to the more than
six lakh Indian H-1B visa hol-
ders and their spouses who
are currently in the U.S, he
said, adding “there’s no im-
mediate e$ect, still we will
have to see how these num-
bers pan out in the future.” 

Trump’s order no threat
to IT sector: Nasscom 
Will lobby for critical tech sta", it says
Mini Tejaswi

Bengaluru

COVID-19 is projected to
bring most commodity pric-
es down substantially in
2020, the World Bank said in
its ‘April Commodity Mar-
kets Outlook’, released on
Thursday. 

Prices of energy and me-
tals have been worst hit.
While there has been only a
moderate impact on the
agricultural commodities
outlook, supply chain dis-
ruptions and export restric-
tions and stockpiling by go-
vernments have raised food
security concerns, it said. 

The outlooks are “excep-
tionally uncertain” and de-
pend on the severity and du-
ration of the pandemic and
when mitigation measures
are unwound. Energy pric-

es, which fell 18.4% quarter-
on-quarter in 2020 Q1, are
expected to average at 40%
lower in 2020 than in 2019. 

With crude benchmarks
trading at below zero earlier
this week, the bank projects
oil prices to average at $35
per barrel in 2020. 

This re#ects a historically
large expected drop in oil

demand of 10%. Non-energy
prices are expected to fall
5% in 2020 and stabilise next
year. Metal prices are ex-
pected to fall 13% and re-
bound modestly next year.

Agricultural prices are
likely to stay broadly stable
in 2020 because of relatively
stable demand and all-time
high levels of staple produc-
tion and stock. 

However, supply chain
disruptions and trade policy
announcements and stock-
piling could create food
shortages, the report said.

“Policymakers must resist
the urge to impose trade res-
trictions and actions that put
food security at risk, as the
poor would be hit the har-
dest,” World Bank econo-
mist, Ceyla Pazarbasioglu,
said. 

Most commodity prices will drop
substantially in 2020: World Bank
Energy prices may average at 40% lower than in 2019

Sriram Lakshman 

Washington A sharp decline in March
notwithstanding, life insu-
rance companies posted a
20.60% increase in the !rst
year premium for 2019-20.

The key indicator of their
performance, the !rst year
premium mobilised by life
insurers during the !scal to-
talled "2,58,896.48 crore
against "2,14,672.86 crore in
2018-19, as per the data re-
leased by the Insurance Reg-
ulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI).

Life Insurance Corpora-
tion of India (LIC), the lone
public sector entity among
the 24 life insurers in the
country, clocked a 25.17%
growth with !rst year pre-
mium at "1,77,977.08 crore
("1,42,191.69 crore).

Together, the private sec-

tor life insurers did
"80,919.40 crore or an in-
crease of 11.64% from the
previous !scal. 

But March came in the
way of a better perfor-
mance. The new business
premium of all the life insur-
ers in the month totalled
"25,409.30 crore or 32.17%
lower compared with the
year-ago period. For LIC,
the decline in March was
31.12% at "17,066.57 crore
while for the private sector
it was a 34.22% drop to
"8,342.73 crore. 

Max Life Insurance depu-
ty managing director V. Vis-
wanand said “due to the CO-
VID-19 triggered lockdown
and social distancing, the in-
dustry witnessed a signi!-
cant impact as client meet-
ings were severely
hampered.”

Life insurers’ !rst-year
premium grows 20.6%
However, March plays spoilsport
N.Ravi Kumar

HYDERABAD

In a major relief for corpo-
rate borrowers hit hard by
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
government has decided to
amend the insolvency law to
suspend up to one year pro-
visions that trigger insolven-
cy proceedings against de-
faulters, according to
sources.

Further, the sources said
amendments to the IBC (In-
solvency and Bankruptcy
Code) would pave the way
for banks to restructure
loans. The sources said an
ordinance would be pro-
mulgated to suspend three
sections of the IBC for up to
one year and a decision in
this regard was taken by the
Union Cabinet on
Wednesday.

Sections 7, 9 and 10 of the

IBC would be suspended for
six months and the suspen-
sion time can be extended
by up to one year. An ena-
bling provision with respect
to extending the time would
be part of the ordinance,
they added.

Suspension of these pro-
visions could be extended
up to one year based on the
economic situation going
forward. The e$ective date
of the amendments coming
into force would be the date
of promulgation of the ordi-
nance, the sources said.

Section 7 and 9 pertain to
initiation of corporate insol-
vency proceedings by a !-
nancial creditor and an op-
erational creditor,
respectively. Section 10 re-
lates to !ling of an applica-
tion for insolvency resolu-
tion by a corporate.

Govt. to suspend IBC
rules for up to one year
Move to help banks to rejig loans
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI
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World snooker
rescheduled
LONDON

The snooker World
championship has been
rescheduled to run from July
31 to August 16. The annual
tournament was originally
scheduled from April 18 to
May 4 at the Crucible Theatre
in Sheffield. The World
Snooker Tour expects that
the event can be staged with
a full crowd as the Crucible
Theatre seats an audience of
just under 1,000 spectators.
IANS

IN BRIEF

UEFA postpones
women’s Euro to 2022 
NYON (SWITZERLAND)

The Women’s European
Championship in 2021 was
postponed by one year on
Thursday, moving out of a
direct clash with the
rescheduled Tokyo Olympics.
UEFA’s executive committee
agreed that the 16-nation
tournament in England will
now be played from July 6 to
31, 2022. UEFA also
confirmed that the next
men’s European
Championship will continue
to be called Euro 2020
despite being postponed to
2021. AP

COVID-19: Bale donates
over !1 million 
MADRID

Welsh footballer Gareth Bale
has donated upwards of !1
million for the fight against
the coronavirus. Bale donated
!570,863 to help NHS
officials in Wales. The Real
Madrid forward will donate a
further !500,000 to
hospitals in Spain, where he is
living with his family
currently. IANS

Saudi Arabia and Qatar
bid for 2030 Asiad 
KOCHI

Saudi Arabia and Qatar have
submitted official bids to host
the 21st Asian Games in 2030,
the Olympic Council of Asia
announced on Thursday.
Riyadh, capital of Saudi
Arabia, and Qatar's capital
Doha submitted their bids
before the OCA’s April 22
deadline. The bid document
from the National Olympic
Committee of each country
was accompanied by letters
of support from the city and
respective governments.

Premier League may
return on free-to-air TV
LONDON

The Premier League is
considering screening some
behind-closed-doors matches
on free-to-air television in
Britain when the season
restarts, Culture Secretary
Oliver Dowden has said. AFP

Shakib auctions bat,
raises almost $24,000
DHAKA

Former Bangladesh captain
Shakib Al Hasan raised almost
$24,000 for the country’s
Coronavirus campaign by
auctioning the bat he used to
score 606 runs at last year’s
World Cup. The winning
bidder at the online auction
on Wednesday was a New
York-based Bangladeshi. AFP

It continues to rain goodies
for binge watchers during
the lockdown. With the
launch of the “home
theatre” on Friday, April 24,
one of India’s front-ranking
!lm festivals, Jio Mami Mum-
bai Film Festival with Star, is
making one of its arms — the
popular year-round !lm pro-
gramme — go digital while
tiding over COVID-19.

An extension — and not a
replacement — of the year-
round programme, the on-
line avtaar will be open to
viewers from across India. 

While registration will be
free, a nominal fee per !lm
will have to be paid directly
to the !lmmaker, after which
the web link will be made
available to the member for
a limited period of time. 

“The idea is to have !lm-
makers become theatre

owners and bring their !lms
to premiere in your homes,”
said Smriti Kiran, Artistic Di-
rector, Mumbai Film Festiv-
al, adding, “It empowers
!lmmakers and we help
them !nd an audience not
just in the city but across the
country.” The festival’s role,
as a not-for-pro!t entity, is of
championing the !lms and
the !lmmakers and help in
outreach and promotion.

Wide reach
The idea is to make it a func-
tional, easy and e"ective
viewing experience online.
Unlike the limited seats in
the theatre, there won’t be
any capacity issues here, en-
suring a wide reach. “Thou-
sands can watch it. It also
empowers the audience,”
said Ms. Smriti.

The titles will include
those not available on
streaming platforms. “There

are a considerable number
of incredible !lms sitting
with producers and !lmmak-
ers that are not available on
any platform,” said Ms. Smri-
ti. In fact, the idea to begin
MAMI home theatre came to
her while making a list of tit-
les from the festival’s past
editions for someone who
had asked for it. 

A goldmine
She realised that they were
sitting on a literal goldmine
that hadn’t found a way to
reach the people.

The online programme
kicks o" with Tanuja Chan-
dra’s delightful documen-
tary Aunty Sudha, Aunty
Radha, about her two aunts,
aged 86 and 93, spending the
sunset years of their lives to-
gether in Lahra village, near
Hathras in Uttar Pradesh.
The charge per viewing will
be #55 and the producer, in

this case, has decided to put
the proceeds towards CO-
VID-19 charity.

What next? For now it’s
one step at a time. “We have
already started working on a
portal. We are also in conver-
sation with a few platforms
for a potential tie-up with
this initiative. But till we can
hone the pipeline, we re-
quest everyone for their pa-
tience and support with re-
gard to the tech involved. We
will get to a place that is sys-
temically smooth soon,” said
Ms. Smriti.

While stressing that
“home theatre” will not be a
replacement for the year-
round programme, she also
underlined that going for-
ward, it would be “an arm
that would need to be built
stronger”. They may be try-
ing something new for now
but are committed to it for
the long term.

MAMI’s year-round programme comes home
A nominal fee per !lm has to be paid directly to the !lmmaker to access web link 

Namrata Joshi

MUMBAI

The Directorate of Human
Space Programme of the In-
dian Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO) has invited
proposals to develop indige-
nous technologies for its fu-
ture human space $ight
missions.

The concepts can range
from food and medicine ea-
ten by astronauts during
low-earth space trips; to an-
ti-radiation and thermal pro-
tection technologies for the
spacecraft, life support sys-
tems for astronauts, and in-
$atable habitats to robotic
interfaces during more com-
plex missions.

The announcement of op-
portunity (AO) issued this
week suggests 17 potential
areas of work for national re-
search and academic
agencies.

The directorate of HSP

has sought the proposals by
July 15. A selection commit-
tee will be formed to scruti-
nise the proposals. The AO
said there was a need to de-
velop a"ordable local tech-
nologies that could support
human survival in low-earth
orbits initially, and in bigger
explorations later.

“This opportunity will en-

able national research/aca-
demic institutions to har-
ness their expertise and
capabilities towards deve-
lopment of technologies for
space exploration,” the an-
nouncement said.

In the long term, the
country’s emerging human
space programme will need
to establish research facili-
ties and develop human
resources.

In August 2018, ISRO an-
nounced its !rst human
space trip slated for around
2022, the #10,000-crore Ga-
ganyaan. It plans to send
three astronauts to a dis-
tance of 400 km in space in a
special spacecraft. They will
circle earth over three to se-
ven days.

Four pilots of the Indian
Air Force are currently train-
ing in Moscow to be the !rst
set of potential candidates
for Gaganyaan.

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

In August 2018, ISRO
announced its "rst human
space trip slated for around
2022. * FILE PHOTO

ISRO invites technology proposals
for human space !ight missions

With the world in a sombre
mood due to the COVID-19
outbreak, Sachin Tendulkar
is in no mood to celebrate
his 47th birthday on Friday.
The Bharat Ratna opened up
to The Hindu about the big-
gest challenge for the sport-
ing fraternity in the post-
pandemic world. Excerpts:

Is this going to be the most
unusual birthday for you?

I won’t be celebrating my
birthday this year. Given the
circumstances, I don’t think
it’s a right time to celebrate
anything.

How do you see sport in
general, cricket in particular,
in the post-pandemic
scenario?

Whenever it opens up, it’s
going to be a fresh start. It’s
not physical but mental ad-
justment for all the sport-
spersons. The players are
training at home and trying
to keep themselves in good
shape. As and when we over-
come this challenge, sport
will be back to being com-
petitive. I believe once a
sportsman, always a sport-

sman, so you would want to
go out and compete hard.
For that, you’ll require phys-
ical as well as mental prepa-
ration, which will happen.

The question I am hearing
a lot about is whether the
matches would be the same
with empty stands. And
empty stands will surely lack
energy in the stadium be-
cause players are used to
crowd’s response. When it’s

a packed stadium and a bat-
sman hits a cracking shot or
a bowler picks up a wicket,
you are kicked with the roar
of the crowd celebrating that
boundary or a six or the cru-
cial wicket. That element of
energy will be missing with-
out any doubt.

How challenging will it be,
especially for an Indian
cricketer, to make the mental
adjustment of going back to

the days of domestic cricket
while playing without
spectators?

It’s easier said than done be-
cause you are used to play-
ing cricket in a certain style,
with certain response. That
response is also important.
Imagine if India is playing
some nation and we have
done well and you want to
celebrate that victory, that
occasion. For that, you need

a full house. If there are no
people to celebrate, that mo-
ment’s importance won’t be
as much. Can you imagine a
match between Federer and
Nadal on an empty Centre
Court at Wimbledon? It’s go-
ing to be a very very di"e-
rent experience which no
one is used to.

With no live sport on TV, fans
have been forced to watch
replays of some of your epic
innings. Do you watch re-
runs of those games?

I sometimes watch. Those
are some great memories
and I enjoy it. Right since my
starting days, me and my
brother (Ajit) would sit down
and watch those video tapes
to analyse. Be it a hundred
or an early dismissal, we al-
ways wanted to !nd some
areas to improve on. Nowa-
days, since the brother is not
here, sometimes I just sit
back and cherish those
memories.

Which is your most favourite
innings to revisit?

I would say the 2003 World
Cup match versus Pakistan.
It was a high-voltage game,
with the kind of build-up it
had had. It’s a wonderful
match to revisit and I enjoy
playing it back sometimes.

No spectators, no energy: Tendulkar
‘Given the circumstances, I don’t think it’s a right time to celebrate anything’

Amol Karhadkar

MUMBAI

Fan is king! Sachin Tendulkar says that the impact of crucial moments will be lost if there are no
spectators to enjoy the action. * FILE PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

MAESTROSPEAK 

The Chief Executives’ Com-
mittee (CEC) of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC),
on Thursday, discussed pos-
sibilities of rescheduling the
Future Tours Programme
(FTP) till 2023.

According to a statement
released by the ICC, the
CEC was briefed about “the
continuing contingency
planning for all ICC global
events, including the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2020
and the ICC Women’s Crick-
et World Cup 2021.” 

The CEC also discussed
possible deferment of the
World Test Championship
(WTC) and the ODI Super
League, both a"ected by
the pandemic. 

Collective review
“There was agreement that
the disrupted FTP pro-
gramme would need to be
collectively reviewed
through to 2023 with a view
to rescheduling as much of
the cricket that has been
postponed due to the CO-
VID-19 as possible,” the
statement read.

“Discussions and deci-
sions on this and the future

of both the World Test
Championship and the ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup
Super League will be held at
a later date when there is a
greater understanding of
the impact of the cricket
that has been lost on the
competitions.”

In a month’s time

The Hindu understands
that, with the dynamic na-
ture of the pandemic and al-
most six months remaining
for the start of the T20
World Cup, the CEC decid-
ed to discuss the situation in
around a month. 

The CEC will then for-
ward its recommendations
to the ICC which is sche-
duled to meet in June.

While Manu Sawhney,
the ICC CEO, stated “the
health and safety of eve-
ryone involved (in ICC
events) will be carefully
considered before any deci-
sions are arrived at in the
best interests of the game,”
Cricket Australia chief exec-
utive Kevin Roberts said the
members are “ jointly ex-
ploring all other options in
relation to staging the
event.” 

ICC panel explores
rescheduling of FTP
Possible deferment of WTC discussed
Amol Karhadkar 

MUMBAI

With three Indian
Premier League titles
with Chennai Super
Kings, M.S. Dhoni was
named IPL’s Greatest of
All Time (GOAT) captain
by a Star Sports jury on
the 13th anniversary of
the league. ‘Captain
Cool’, who has a
staggering win
percentage of 60.11,
pipped Rohit Sharma,
who has led Mumbai
Indians to a record four
titles.

Dhoni has led CSK to
eight !nals, the most by
any captain in the IPL. 

Besides Rohit, Dhoni
also faced sti"
competition from
Gautam Gambhir who
helped KKR bag two
titles. Shane Warne,
Adam Gilchrist and
David Warner were also
a part of the elite
nominee list. 

Dhoni named
IPL’s GOAT
captain

Sports Reporter

Chennai 

M.S. Dhoni...
astute skipper.

* FILE PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

Carlsen nails Caruana
NEW DELHI

Magnus Carlsen stamped his
superiority over strong title-
contender Fabiano Caruana
3-1 to retain his position at
the top of the table in the
$250,000 Magnus Carlsen
Invitational online chess
tournament on Wednesday.
The results (third round):
Magnus Carlsen (Nor) bt
Fabiano Caruana (USA) 3-1;
Hikaru Nakamura (USA) bt
Alireza Firouzja (FIDE) 3.5-
0.5.

R. Ashwin has got the ability
to thrive in crunch situa-
tions. But, this probably is
the !rst time he has seen the
entire world being rattled.
The pandemic has made life
miserable for many, but the
star o"-spinner says the hu-
man race has got the resi-
lience to !ght back.

“We are known for that
and it’s in the history,” he
told The Hindu in an exclu-
sive chat on Thursday.

Stay indoors!
“Whatever is happening at
the moment is quite
strange. It’s not a desirable
situation for sports. There
are not going to be many
sporting events for some
time. So, it’s good to stay in-
doors,” he added.

Ashwin, who always loves
to experiment with his bow-
ling, has been among the
most vocal of the cricketers
during the pandemic. He is
also !nding new ways to
tackle each day and the
rough road ahead of him.

“There’s a lot that you
can do indoors. I do a lot of
playing inside the house. I
bat and bowl and it’s basical-
ly to keep myself !t. It may
not give you a great outdoor
feeling but it’s still good
enough,” he said.

His advice when working
in isolation: “Break your
game, whatever it could be,
into smaller aspects. Along
with that, train your sub-
conscious mind on how it
can work on these aspects.”

Vital tips
It has worked well for the
Chennai-based spin ace,
who is engaging directly
with young cricketers and is
sharing online some vital
tips on the art of bowling.
“Stay connected with the
game,” he said.

When asked about sports
behind closed doors, Ash-
win revealed the stage is ve-
ry important. “Without the
spectators, for the elite
sportsmen, it might be an
empty feeling.” He quickly
added even that is a long
way to go.

Happy Birthday, Sachin!
Ashwin also had a birthday
message for Sachin Tendul-
kar, who turns 47 on Friday.
“Happy Birthday Sachin, Sa-
chin!!! Like the chorus in the
crowd, from being one
amongst the chorus to have
played and cherished histor-
ic cricket moments !lls me
with pride. God bless you
paaji.” 

‘Human race is resilient’
Ashwin says ‘sports behind closed
doors’ might give an empty feeling

Rayan Rozario

Coimbatore

R. Ashwin.
* FILE PHOTO : K.R. DEEPAK

India’s star paddler G. Sathi-
yan was at ease explaining
his game during a one-hour
session on footwork and
technique organised by the
Sports Authority of India
and Table Tennis Federa-
tion of India. 

Speaking in a video con-
ference call on Thursday,
Sathiyan said footwork was
not taken seriously during a
player’s formative years in
India.

“We neglect it, don’t
work on footwork tech-
nique. But table tennis is
played more with the legs,
much like boxing. The
hands come into play in the
execution, but the whole
process starts with the legs.
So we should start early,
that will only help us com-
pete with the best,” said
Sathiyan, who is coached by
former Olympian S. Raman. 

The current World No. 32
put his point in context cit-

ing some of his big wins over
higher-ranked players in the
last few years.

Explaining how he used
the pivot movement to get
on top of Harimoto Tomaka-
zu — who was World No. 5
then — at the Asian Cham-
pionships last year, Sathiyan
said: “By using the pivot
movement from the back-
hand corner, I could play
my forehands and get him
o" his game. I knew I
couldn't beat him playing
backhand-to-backhand. The
pivot movement is impor-
tant to play with the fore-
hand because often you
can't !nish the point/stroke
with a backhand.”

He also illustrated his win
over Youth Olympic cham-
pion and then World No. 17
Wang Chuqin of China in the
ITTF Austrian Open in 2018
where he varied the pace a
bit.

“Pace variation tests the
forward and backward
movement of the player and
that is what I did. I was ag-
gressive by going in and try-
ing to !nish the point early,”
he said.

During the one-hour ses-
sion, Sathiyan explained the
various movements with a
short video tutorial and sug-
gested various drills.

“I had issues with lateral
movement where the hand
goes !rst and you are then
o"-balance. So one of the
best ways to practice foot-
work is to do it without a bat
in hand and just follow the
ball to be in the right posi-
tion,” he advised.

Sathiyan stresses the
importance of footwork
SAI holds video conference session 
S. Dipak Ragav

Chennai

G. Sathiyan.
* FILE PHOTO: BISWARANJAN ROUT

The forlorn horses on the
Marina have something to
neigh about, thanks to the
philanthropic gesture from
the Madras Race Club
(MRC). 

MRC chairman M.A.M.R.
Muthiah and his team of
Management Committee
members unanimously de-
cided to donate horse-feed
(wheat bran) worth rupees
!ve lakh to the horses and
ponies on the beach follow-
ing a request from the Peo-
ple For Animals (Chennai)

organisation.
As a start, one truck load

of horse-feed was handed
over to the PFA o%cials on
Thursday. 

Through a note, PFA
thanked MRC for its ‘prompt
and generous donation of
500 bags containing wheat
bran $akes to the 117 starv-
ing beach horses on the Ma-
rina’. 

On behalf of PFA, Dr. Shi-
ranee Pereira expressed her
gratitude to the MRC for the
noble gesture that touched
‘the lives of these voiceless
animals’.

MRC steps up for 
the beach horses
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAI

Generous and timely: T. Raman, CEO, Madras Race Club,
hands over the horse feed to Dr. Shiranee Pereira of People
for Animals. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

The Central government introduced the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code(IBC) in 2016 to resolve claims 
involving insolvent companies. This was intended to tackle the bad loan problems that were affecting the 
banking system. Two years on the IBC has succeeded in a large measure in preventing corporates from 
defaulting on their loans. The IBC process has changed the debtor-creditor relationship. A number of  major 
cases have been resolved in two years, while some others are in advanced stages of  resolution. 
 
What is IBC? 
 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 is considered as one of  the biggest insolvency reforms in the economic 
history of  India. 
This was enacted for reorganization and insolvency resolution of  corporate persons, partnership firms and 
individuals in a time bound manner for maximization of  the value of  assets of  such persons. 
Background 
 
The era before IBC had various scattered laws relating to insolvency and bankruptcy which caused inadequate 
and ineffective results with undue delays. For example, 
Securitization and Reconstruction of  Financial Assets and Enforcement of  Security Interest Act SARFAESI –for 
security enforcement. 
The Recovery of  Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 1993 (RDDBFI) for debt recovery by banks 
and financial institutions. 
Companies Act for liquidation and winding up of  the company. 
Ineffective implementation, conflict in one of  these laws and the time-consuming procedure in the 
aforementioned laws, made the Bankruptcy Law Reform Committee draft and introduce Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Law bill. 
 
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code ecosystem 
 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) – The adjudicating authority (AA), has jurisdiction over companies, 
other limited liability entities. 
Debt Recovery Tribunal (DRT) has jurisdiction over individuals and partnership firms other than Limited 
Liability Partnerships. 
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of  India (IBBI) – apex body for promoting transparency & governance in 
the administration of  the IBC; will be involved in setting up the infrastructure and accrediting IPs (Insolvency 
Professionals (IPs) & IUs (Information Utilities). 
It has 10 members from Ministry of  Finance, Law, and RBI. 
Information Utilities (IUs) - a centralized repository of  financial and credit information of  borrowers; would 
accept, store, authenticate and provide access to financial data provided by creditors. 
IPs- persons enrolled with IPA (Insolvency professional agency (IPA) and regulated by Board and IPA will 
conduct resolution process; it will act as Liquidator/ bankruptcy trustee; they are appointed by creditors and 
override the powers of  the board of  directors. 
IPs have the power to furnish performance bonds equal to assets of  the company under insolvency resolutions 
Adjudicating authority (AA) - would be the NCLT for corporate insolvency; to entertain or dispose of  any 
insolvency application, approve/ reject resolution plans, decide in respect of  claims or matters of  law/ facts 
thereof. 
 
Key aspects of  the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
 
IBC proposes a paradigm shift from the existing 'Debtor in possession' to a 'Creditor in control' regime. 
IBC aims at consolidating all existing insolvency related laws as well as amending multiple legislation 
including the Companies Act. 
The code aims to resolve insolvencies in a strict time-bound manner - the evaluation and viability 
determination must be completed within 180 days. 
Moratorium period of  180 days (extendable up to 270 days) for the Company. For startups and small 
companies the resolution time period is 90 days which can be extended by 45 days. 
Introduce a qualified insolvency professional (IP) as intermediaries to oversee the Process 
Establishment of  Insolvency and Bankruptcy board as an independent body for the administration and 
governance of  Insolvency & bankruptcy Law; and Information Utilities as a depository of  financial 
information.


