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CM assures support
to front-line sta!
CHENNAI

A day after the burial of a
doctor, who died after
testing COVID-19 positive,
was violently prevented by
local residents, Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami on
Tuesday assured all
governmental support to
front-line sta! in the "ght
against the pandemic. 

TAMIL NADU" PAGE 2
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

NEARBY

Committtees to audit
COVID-19 deaths
CHENNAI

The Health Department has
constituted State-level and
district-level committees to
audit all deaths caused due to
COVID-19.This would help to
understand the circumstan-
ces that led to the death and
lapses, if any, in prevention
and case management. 
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Schools, colleges told
not to demand fees
CHENNAI

The State government has
directed all private colleges
and schools not to compel
students or their parents to
pay fees for the 2020-21
academic year or collect dues
during the lockdown period.
It was brought to the notice
of the government that some
private colleges had been
demanding fees. 
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The Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research (ICMR) on
Tuesday directed the States
not to use the COVID-19 ra-
pid testing kits for the next
two days following reports of
wide variations in results.

The kits would be tested
and validated by ICMR teams
and an advisory issued in the
next two days. If they were
found to be not up to the
mark, replacements would
be sought from the manufac-
turers, ICMR spokesperson
Dr. R.R. Gangakhedkar said. 

The Rajasthan govern-
ment on Tuesday decided to
halt rapid antibody tests af-
ter an experts’ team ques-
tioned the use of the newly
distributed Chinese kits fol-
lowing inaccurate results. 

Chief Minister Ashok Geh-

lot said at a videoconference
with journalists in Jaipur that
since his request to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi a
fortnight ago to carry out
centralised purchasing of
medical equipment was not
heeded, the kits of inferior
quality had been supplied to
the States. “This has serious-
ly hampered our e!orts to
get fast test results for start-

ing the treatment and con-
tain the spread of the virus.” 

Rajasthan Health Minister
Raghu Sharma said, “We did
rapid tests on 168 con"rmed
cases but only 5.4% tested
positive for antibodies. The
majority of the con"rmed
cases tested negative.” 

The ICMR said of the total
COVID-19 tests conducted so
far, 69% were asymptomatic
cases and 31% symptomatic. 

India on Tuesday regis-
tered over 1,336 new cases in
the past 24 hours, taking the
total number to 18,985. The
total number of deaths stood
at 603, while 3,259 people
have recovered so far. The
country has registered a re-
covery rate of 17.48%, the
Health Ministry said.

Reports from the States
put the death toll at 647, with

15,497 active cases out of a
total of 20,060 cases.

Dr. Gangakhedkar said
80% of cases came with no
symptoms or very mild
symptoms, 15% with moder-
ate symptoms and 5% need-
ed ICU aid. 

“Four districts — Mahe
[Puducherry], Kodagu [Kar-
nataka], Pauri Garhwal [Ut-
trakhand] and Pratapgarh
[Rajasthan], have not report-
ed any fresh cases in the last
28 days. There are now 61 ad-
ditional districts from 23
States/UTs that have not re-
ported any fresh cases in the
last 14 days,” said Lav Agar-
wal, Joint Secretary, Health
Ministry.

ICMR asks States to stop using
rapid tests for the next 2 days
Rajasthan government on Tuesday said the kits were giving inaccurate results 

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI
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In focus: Health workers collecting samples using the rapid
antibody testing kits in Chennai. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ 

A "ve-member Central team
has projected that the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases in
Mumbai will touch an esti-
mated 42,604 by April 30
and spiral to 6,56,407 by
May 15.

Based on mathematical
modelling for Mumbai by
the Union Ministry of Health
on April 16, the data present-
ed by the team caught the
Maharastra government o!
guard. The State govern-
ment contested the metho-
dology and tools used for
the latest projection and gap
analysis. 

According to the data pro-
jections initially put together
by the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
Mumbai’s health infrastruc-
ture during this peak would
have a staggering shortage of
13,636 ventilators and
4,83,000 isolation beds. 

The State government on
Tuesday made a detailed
presentation of its own to
the visiting Inter-Ministerial
Central Teams (IMCTs),
highlighting the “discrepan-
cies” in the modelling. 

According to the projec-
tions presented on April 16,
the shortage of isolation
beds without oxygen sup-
port will touch 30,481 by
April 30 in Mumbai, while
beds with oxygen support

will fall short by 5,466. As
cases cross 40,000, the city
will need another 1,200 ICU
beds and 392 ventilators.
When the case count touch-
es 6,56,407 on May 15, the
shortage of isolation beds
without oxygen support will
be a staggering 4,83,385,
and shortage of ICU beds
will be 27,688 while the shor-
tage of ventilators will be
13,636, said the report, a co-

py of which is with The
Hindu.

The worst a!ected areas
will be Dharavi, Worli-Maha-
laxmi, Matunga/Sion, Parel,
Andheri West, Govandi-
Mankhurd, Nagpada and By-
culla. A total of 8,434 volun-
teers will be needed to tack-
le the outbreak in these
areas, the report said.

Huge spike in cases likely
in Mumbai: Central panel
Centre and Maharashtra spar over infection estimates 
Sharad Vyas
Jyoti Shelar 

Mumbai
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Less than six months ago, in
November 2019, around 1.45
tonnes of marigolds grown
on the outskirts of
Bengaluru and surrounding
districts were #own to the
Dubai Festival City event.
Now, in April, the #ower
farms near Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
in Anneshwara gram
panchayat lie neglected. The
roses, crossandras and
golden marigolds are
infested with pests. 

Floriculture, made
famous by the rose industry
in Bengaluru, is wilting. The
COVID-19 pandemic and the
subsequent lockdown have
wreaked havoc. In the
absence of a market, many
farmers are destroying
thousands of rose plants. 

Guru Kumar, a farmer in
Bychapura in Devanahalli
taluk, cut over 4,000 paneer
rose plants. “In the decade
that I have been in the
#oriculture business, I have
never faced anything like
this. It requires at least
$8,000 to $10,000 a week to
spray pesticides. The daily
wage of a labourer to pluck
#owers is $500. How can I
bear the expenses? I
destroyed the plants,” he
said. 

Some farmers have
discontinued the weekly
pesticides schedule and
#ower harvesting. They
simply dump piles of
#owers. Ramanna, who
grows cut roses in the
Anneshwara panchayat,
said: “This is demand
season for cut roses not only
in Bengaluru but in other

States. Every day, I used to
sell over 100 bunches, each
of eight roses. I have
stopped plucking #owers.”

The stories of loss are
spread across taluks.
Manjunath, from
Kambahalli in Hoskote, said,
“Like every year, we
expected a good market

during Ugadi. But that did
not happen. I dumped my
button roses in my "eld.” 

Across Karnataka,
#oriculture is spread over
11,685 hectares of land,
which includes 659 hectares
of poly house farming.

Arun Kumar and his
father Anjanappa who have

poly houses near KIA have
discontinued maintenance
work. “We grow gerbera and
other ornamental #owers.
Due to the lockdown, there
are no functions and no
markets. The plants are
dying,” said Mr. Anjanappa. 

G.M. Diwakar, a trader
near Sarjapur said labourers
dependent on them were
also su!ering. “The
lockdown has destroyed the
livelihood of women who
make garlands with #owers
from K.R. Market.” The State
government should relax
the rules at local level to sell
#owers, he said. 

Karnataka’s Secretary,
Agriculture, Horticulture
and Sericulture, Rajendra
Kumar Kataria said the
government was assessing
the situation and a report
would be submitted.
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Withered roses litter Karnataka !elds

Suchith Kidiyoor

Bengaluru

Lockdown takes fragrance out of !oriculture, prompting farmers to destroy their plants

Faded glory: Farmers in Devanahalli taluk on the outskirts of
Bengaluru earlier exported #owers to Dubai. * SUDHAKARA JAIN 

Testing times: Social workers handing out food and water to the homeless near the Southern Railways headquarters in Chennai on
Tuesday, despite a ban on distribution near containment zones and hospitals. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
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Hunger pangs

Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han on Tuesday expanded
his Cabinet for the "rst
time by inducting "ve Mi-
nisters, two of them Con-
gress rebels who joined the
BJP, nearly a month after
taking charge.

The new Ministers,
three of them sitting MLAs
and two former legislators,
were sworn-in by Governor
Lalji Tandon at a low-key
ceremony at the Raj Bha-
wan here.

Among the new entrants
are former Congress MLAs
Tulsi Silawat and Govind
Singh Rajput — supporters
of former Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia, who
along with 22 MLAs quit
the Congress last month to
join the BJP.

2 Cong. rebels
!nd a place in
M.P. Cabinet
Press Trust of India

Bhopal

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

Almost 30 hours after an In-
ter-Ministerial Central Team
(IMCT) landed in Kolkata,
the West Bengal government
facilitated the visit of the
members on Tuesday to take
stock of the COVID-19 situa-
tion. The team remained at
the BSF headquarters in the
city and was unable to move
out till late in the afternoon. 

The arrival of the two
teams from Delhi on Mon-
day allegedly without prior
information to the State go-
vernment, sparked o! a
tussle between the Centre
and the State. While one
team landed in the State
capital Kolkata, the other is
in Jalpaiguri district in north
Bengal.

With the team unable to
move into the "eld, the Mi-

nistry of Home A!airs
(MHA) sent a fresh letter to
the State government, ask-
ing it to “make all necessary
arrangements for the
IMCTs” even as the State go-
vernment maintained its
stand that such a team
should have been sent only
after consultations.

In the letter to West Ben-
gal Chief Secretary Rajiva
Sinha, Union Home Secre-
tary Ajay Bhalla said the two
IMCTs had not been provid-
ed with the requisite co-op-
eration by the State and local
authorities.

Ministerial team waits as
Centre-West Bengal face o"
MHA issues fresh letter asking State govt. to facilitate visit 

Shiv Sahay Singh 

Kolkata/New Delhi 

Word of advice: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
with municipal workers in Kolkata on Tuesday. * ANI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

Can a drug used to treat
sepsis be deployed for
COVID-19 patients?
Sepsivac, developed by
Cadilla Pharmaceuticals
and the Council for
Scienti"c and Industrial
Research, will be tested in
50 patients at the All-India
Institute of Medical Scien-
ces in Delhi and Bhopal,
and the Post Graduate
Institute of Medical
Education and Research,
Chandigarh. " page 10

New drug 
to be tested

Naval authorities in
Mumbai feel that the
number of COVID-19 cases
among sailors is only going
to increase as the test
results of several
personnel at INS Angre, a
shore-based logistics and
administrative support
establishment, is expected
any time. Last week, 26
personnel had tested
positive. The source of the
contagion is an ex-
serviceman. " page 9

Navy awaits
test results
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With 76 persons testing pos-
itive for COVID-19 in Tamil
Nadu on Tuesday, the num-
ber of cases has gone up to
1,596. 

One person died of the
disease in Chennai, while
178 persons were discharged
from hospitals across the
State.

A 70-year-old man, who
tested positive for COVID-19
and was admitted to the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Government Gen-
eral Hospital (RGGGH), died,
taking the total number of
casualties to 18. Doctors said
he had co-morbidities. He
was referred from a private
hospital and admitted to the
RGGGH on April 19, accord-
ing to hospital authorities.

Chennai reported the
highest number of fresh cas-
es with 55 persons (two
primary and 53 contacts)

testing positive for CO-
VID-19. 

This included 27 em-
ployees of a television net-
work in Royapuram. With
this, the city now accounts
for 358 COVID-19 cases, fol-
lowed by Coimbatore with
134 and Tiruppur with 109
cases.

Five persons in Tenkasi,
four in Villupuram, three
each in Chengalpattu and

Thanjavur, two in Kallakuri-
chi and one each in Coimba-
tore, Namakkal, Tiruvarur
and Kancheepuram are
among the new cases. Ex-
cept 10 districts, no new cas-
es were reported in the oth-
er 25 districts that have
COVID-19 cases.

The State has a total of
940 active cases. 

76 new cases, one death in T.N. 
Chennai reports the most number of cases at 358 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

A Central team inspecting the facilities at the Rajiv Gandhi
Govt. General Hospital on Tuesday. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ
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TAMIL NADU

A day after a group of resi-
dents resorted to violence
to prevent the funeral of a
doctor who had died of
COVID-19, Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
on Tuesday said the go-
vernment will extend all
possible support to the
frontline workers battling
the spread of the disease. 

“All those who are en-
gaged in life-saving e!orts
are equivalent to gods,” he
said.

In a statement, Mr. Pala-
niswami said he was
pained by recent incidents
of people preventing the
funerals of doctors, and
expressed his condolences
to the bereaved.

“The Tamil Nadu go-
vernment will take appro-
priate steps to ensure that
such incidents don’t recur.
Doctors and "eld sta!
need not worry. This go-
vernment will stand by
them,” he said.

The Chief Minister also
appealed for cooperation

from the public as a mark
of respect for the medical
sta!, “who are at the fore-
front of the "ght against
COVID-19, extending self-
less service to the cause”.
Quoting a Tirukkural cou-
plet, Mr. Palaniswami said
doctors were serving the
people sel#essly, adding
that he considered them to
be “equivalent to the
gods”. 

20 held
The T.P. Chatram police on
Tuesday arrested 20 per-
sons for staging a dharna
to oppose the funeral of
the 55-year-old doctor

who died of COVID-19 on
Sunday. The police had
earlier booked 90 persons
for various o!ences. 

When the body was
brought to the Kilpauk
cemetery on Sunday
night, over 200 people, re-
siding nearby, gathered on
the spot and staged a dhar-
na. 

A heated argument en-
sued with health o$cials.
As tension #ared, the o$-
cials shifted the body to
the Velankadu burial
ground, where they were
able to bury it only after
resorting to a lathicharge
on another group of peo-
ple who had raised objec-
tions to the burial. 

Ninety persons were
booked under the provi-
sions of the Indian Penal
Code. 

On Monday, the Anna
Nagar police had arrested
21 persons who had op-
posed the burial of the
doctor’s body in Velanka-
du and had even resorted
to stone-pelting to prevent
it from taking place. 

State govt. will stand by
frontline workers: CM
‘Pained by incidents of people preventing funerals of doctors’
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

Edappadi K. Palaniswami

FROM PAGE ONE

With the discharge of anoth-
er 178 persons, the total
number of persons who have
been discharged after two
subsequent tests return ne-
gative for COVID-19 has in-
creased to 635. On Tuesday,
48 persons were discharged
from the Karur Government
Medical College Hospital, 31
from Coimbatore ESI Medi-
cal College Hospital, 26 from
Government Stanley Medical
College Hospital and 20 each
from Government Medical
College Hospital, Omandu-
rar Estate, and Government
Vellore Medical College Hos-
pital, according to the bulle-
tin issued by the Directorate

of Public Health and Preven-
tive Medicine.

A total of 6,060 samples
were tested, taking the total
till date to 53,045. Of this,
43,582 samples have tested
negative and 1,990 samples
are under process. A total of
5,877 samples were repeat
samples. With 5,458 indivi-

duals tested on Tuesday, the
number of individuals tested
so far stands at 47,168.

A total of 1,917 persons
suspected to have symptoms
of COVID-19 were admitted

to isolation wards of hospi-
tals. Those in home quaran-
tine number 22,254, while
145 persons are in govern-
ment quarantine facilities.

Health Minister C. Vijaya-
baskar held a meeting on the
protection of healthcare pro-
viders, police and "eld sta!
on COVID-19 duty. Represen-
tatives of Tamil Nadu Go-
vernment Doctors Associa-
tion and Indian Medical
Association-Tamil Nadu
State Branch participated.
C.N. Raja, State president of
IMA, said that in the event of
the death of a doctor in the
private or government sec-
tor, the last rites should be

performed with full police
protection. The government
should also provide a Rs.50
lakh insurance cover along
with solatium in the event of
death of a doctor.

IMA demanded that those
involved in the attack during
the burial of neurosurgeon
Simon Hercules should be
booked under the Goondas
Act. Private hospitals that
had been closed after report-
ing COVID-19 cases should
be opened after disinfection
by health o$cials, it said,
and urged the government
to confer special awards on
doctors who died "ghting
COVID-19. 

76 new cases, one death in T.N. 

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has directed all priv-
ate colleges and schools in
the State not to compel
students or their parents
to pay fees for the 2020-21
academic year or collect
dues during the lockdown
period.

A government order, is-
sued by Chief Secretary K.
Shanmugam, said students
or their parents should al-
so not be forced to pay
dues for the 2019-20 aca-
demic year or be subjected
to penalties for delays in
making payments during
the lockdown period. The
government issued the di-
rection under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005.

“It was brought to the
notice of the government
that some private colleges/
schools have been de-
manding fees from parents
during this period of lock-
down,” the G.O. said. The
Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement Department had,
in a G.O. dated April 15, ex-
tended restrictions across
the State under the Disas-
ter Management Act,
2005, to contain the
spread of COVID-19, it
pointed out.

Chief Minister Edappadi
K. Palaniswami had earlier
warned of action against
the schools that were send-
ing messages to parents,
asking them to pay up. 

‘Don’t compel
students to
pay fees’

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

K. Shanmugam

The Health Department has
constituted State- and dis-
trict-level committees to au-
dit all deaths caused by the
coronavirus disease (CO-
VID-19). 

The committees were
formed following a proposal
from the Director of Public
Health and Preventive Medi-
cine, who had stated that it
was pertinent to audit all

deaths attributed to CO-
VID-19 and ascertain the
medical and non-medical
causes of the deaths. This
would help in understand-
ing the circumstances that
had led to the deaths, and
lapses, if any, in prevention
and case management. The
"ndings of the audit would
help in developing strategies
for improving prevention
and control measures, and
ensuring protocol-based

meet within two days of a
SARI death and complete
the audit. Details of the pro-
ceedings of the committee
will be sent to the Director of
Public Health on the same
day as the audit. The com-
mittee should con"rm the
cause of death and the pre-
disposing factors for the
death, and recommend ap-
propriate measures to pre-
vent such occurrences in the
future.

the COVID-19 death audit
and take necessary action. It
will analyse the overall trend
and the factors that had led
to the deaths, and suggest
measures for preventing
deaths related to severe
acute respiratory infection
(SARI)/COVID-19. 

The district-level commit-
tee will have the deputy di-
rector of health services as
its member secretary/conve-
nor. The committee would

VID-19 deaths, it noted. 
The State-level commit-

tee, which will be chaired by
the Director of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine,
will frame guidelines for the
audit of COVID-19-related
deaths and the necessary
formats for the audit, such as
verbal autopsy. It will scruti-
nise all the reports from the
deputy directors/joint direc-
tors of health services/
deans, review the quality of

management of COVID-19
cases, the top o$cial had
said.

In an order issued on
Monday, the Department
said that in some instances,
the circumstances leading to
the death and the medical
cause of the death could not
be accurately determined,
for various reasons. Some
deaths that were unrelated
to COVID-19 were also re-
ported as suspected CO-

Committees constituted at State, district levels to audit COVID-19 deaths 
They will help in understanding the circumstances, and lapses, if any, in prevention and case management

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Dy. Speaker’s security
escort quarantined
COIMBATORE

A sub-inspector of police,
who was engaged on escort
duty for Deputy Speaker
Pollachi V. Jayaraman, was
advised to remain in home
quarantine after a rapid test
result of his blood sample
showed a “near positive” for
COVID-19. Mr. Jayaraman
said the officer had been on
leave due to a viral fever for
a month, prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and
had reported for duty on
Monday.

IN BRIEF

Cancel press briefings,
says Ramadoss
CHENNAI

In the wake of news reports
of several journalists having
contracted COVID-19, PMK
founder S. Ramadoss on
Tuesday said health officials
must immediately stop
regular press briefings and
find other ways to provide
information. The PMK leader
called on the owners of
media houses to take
necessary actions, such as
ensuring physical distancing
in offices, and safeguard
journalists.

Man tries to swim 
across Cauvery, drowns 
ERODE

A 45-year-old man from
Karnataka, who attempted
to swim across the Cauvery
to reach Mettur to see his
pregnant daughter, who had
been taken to a government
hospital, drowned on
Sunday. His body was found
on Monday. According to the
police, the daughter of E.
Perumal, the deceased, was
taken to hospital after
developing labour pain. 

Tamil Nadu Assembly
Speaker P. Dhanapal on
Tuesday told his counter-
parts from other States
that in relation to CO-
VID-19, everything was
under control in T.N. 

He also expressed the
hope that the State would
become free of the pan-
demic very soon.

In his speech during a
video-conference meeting
convened by the Lok Sab-
ha Speaker, Mr. Dhanapal
said, “The government of
Tamil Nadu will ensure
the safety and security of
all citizens by arresting
and eliminating the ad-
verse e!ects of COVID-19.

The government has also
initiated proactive mea-
sures to ensure the eco-
nomic well-being of the
State.”

Listing the measures
being taken by the State
government, Mr. Dhana-
pal said it was spearhead-
ing a “massive and aggres-
sive campaign”, and had
asked everyone to support
the initiative by ensuring
social distancing, surface
cleaning, and hand and
respiratory hygiene.

“Even when the As-
sembly was in session,
cleaning and disinfection
activities were carried out
within its precincts as per
my instructions,” he ad-
ded.

Everything is under
control, says Speaker
Dhanapal addresses counterparts in
other States via videoconference

Special Correspondent 
Chennai

DMK president M.K. Stalin
on Tuesday objected to
what he called the “hand-
ing over” of Amma Unava-
gams to ruling party func-
tionaries in the districts
during the ongoing CO-
VID-19 lockdown. 

He said this was unac-
ceptable and amounted to
“nasty politics”. He urged
the State government to
distribute free meals to the
poor through Amma Un-
avagams instead.

“Amma Unavagams are
run using the grant given
by the State government. It
is unacceptable to hand
them over to the ruling
party. I do not want to go
into the issue for now. But
do not use them for politi-
cal mileage,” he said in a
statement.

Adverting to another is-
sue, he referred to a prot-
est by sanitary workers of
the Karur Government
Hospital as they had not
been paid salaries for a
month. He said the govern-
ment should "nd out

whether similar problems
prevailed in other parts of
the State.

“They are working, un-
mindful of the risk [posed
by the pandemic] to their
lives. The government
should immediately pay

their salary,” he said.
Expressing concern ov-

er the condition of journal-
ists who had been infected
by the coronavirus, he said
the government should or-
ganise testing for journal-
ists on a war-footing.
“Press brie"ngs should be
cancelled till the lockdown
is lifted and messages can
be sent through emails,”
he said.

Waiver of bills
He sought a waiver of elec-
tricity tari! for those who
had rice ration cards.

Mr. Stalin also said that
the increase in the toll at
NHAI toll plazas during the
lockdown was an inhu-
mane step. “It will result in
an increase in the prices of
essential commodities.
Withdraw the hike,” he
said. 

Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee president K.S.
Alagiri on Tuesday
slammed the ruling
AIADMK for using Amma
Unavagams to distribute
free food, and alleged that
the party was misusing the
government machinery.

In a statement, Mr. Ala-
giri said Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
had announced that the
party will distribute free
food through Amma Un-
avagams in Salem, and
Food Minister R. Kamaraj
made a similar announce-
ment in Thiruvarur. “It
now looks like the AIADMK
is going to do this in all dis-
tricts. It is not clear on
what basis this is being
done, without any an-
nouncement from the Ta-
mil Nadu government,” he
said.

DMK president, TNCC chief object to ‘handing over’ of canteens to ruling party functionaries

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

The DMK leader urged the State government to distribute
free meals to the poor through the canteens.

‘Don’t use Amma Unavagam for political gain’

The Federation of Tamil Na-
du Political and Islamic Or-
ganisations on Tuesday con-
demned the arrests of
foreign Islamic preachers
who had come to Tamil Na-
du for religious purposes. In
a statement, the federation
said that those arrested
should be released imme-
diately and be treated with
respect until they return to
their home countries.

“Tablighi Jamaat is a spir-
itual and peaceful organisa-
tion, whose members go
around the world for spiri-
tual reasons, [and for]
preaching within the com-
munity. The organisation is
not one that preaches to
those belonging to other re-
ligions. It teaches discipline,
cleanliness, honesty and a
God-fearing nature,” federa-
tion president P.A. Kajamoi-

nudeen Bakavi said.
He said that there had not

been a single controversy or
incident of social tension
created by the group’s mem-
bers. “They had taken visas
formally to come to India on
a spiritual tour. But they
have been projected by the
State government as though
they came here without vi-
sas and are terrorists. This is
condemnable,” he said.

Mr. Bakavi asked why
they were being painted as
people who were hiding,
despite their having applied
for visas by submitting prop-
er documents. “How does
staying in mosques and
speaking to Muslims be-
come religious propaganda?
Has the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment meted out the same
treatment to members of
other religious organisa-
tions visiting the State?” the
federation asked.

Arrests of foreign
preachers condemned
‘They are being projected in bad light’
Staff Reporter

Chennai

With the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
having asked the States to
put antibody-based rapid
testing on hold for two days,
Tamil Nadu, which had
launched testing with rapid
test kits on Saturday, will
halt the exercise for 48
hours.

Health Minister C. Vijaya-
baskar said the ICMR’s deci-
sion was based on test re-
sults in Rajasthan and West
Bengal. “We have been em-
phasising that the rapid test
kits are only a surveillance
tool, and it is the RT-PCR
which is the con"rmatory
test for COVID-19,” he said. 

O$cials of the Health De-
partment said that based on
an oral communication
from the ICMR, they were

suspending the use of rapid
test kits for two days. “Ho-
wever, we have had no ad-
verse results from the tests.
We have asked 42 deputy di-
rectors of health services to
collect full reports of the
testing, and will compile the
details on Wednesday,” an
o$cial said. 

Mr. Vijayabaskar said the
ICMR had granted approval
to T.N. for trials of convales-
cent plasma therapy. 

“Now, the Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hospi-
tal will take up trials for con-
valescent plasma therapy,”
he said.

The State plans to pro-
vide plasma therapy to criti-
cally-ill COVID-19 patients.
This involves the collection
of plasma from persons who
had recovered from the dis-
ease, and transfusion to se-
verely-ill patients. When a
person recovers from CO-
VID-19, their blood would
have antibodies against the
virus.

Acting on ICMR’s advice,
State halts rapid testing 
Nod for trial of
convalescent
plasma therapy

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu police have
initiated the process of noti-
fying the Borstal school in
the Puzhal prison complex
as a special camp to accom-
modate the foreign atten-
dees of an event conducted
by Tablighi Jamaat, who
were arrested for violating
their visa conditions. They
will be detained in the pro-
posed camp, pending trial/
deportation, police sources
said on Tuesday.

The prisoners, hailing
from Indonesia, Bangladesh
and other countries, had
come to India on tourist vi-
sas to take part in the Delhi
conference. Following the
event, they visited various
districts in Tamil Nadu to
preach. Acting on the in-
structions of the Ministry of
Home A!airs, the State pol-
ice arrested the foreigners.
Of the 111 foreign nationals,

11 persons from Bangladesh
were shifted to the Stanley
Government Hospital on
Sunday, after two of them
tested positive for COVID-19.

Since the Prison Depart-
ment had taken steps to en-
sure that newcomers don’t
mingle with the existing in-
mates at central prisons, as
part of its e!orts to contain
the spread of COVID-19, the
foreign nationals were
housed in the Borstal
School, which is located in
the Puzhal prison complex,
but with no access to the
other three prisons or the
prisoners lodged there.
“Once all the prisoners get

bail, the Borstal School will
be noti"ed as a special
camp, where they will be
detained, pending trial or
deportation. This is basical-
ly to restrict their move-
ment,” a senior police o$-
cial told The Hindu on
Tuesday.

Tamil Nadu used to have
a few special camps in Tiru-
chi, Melur, Cheyyar and
Chengalpattu to detain Sri
Lankan nationals who had
been arrested on various
charges and later granted
bail, or those who were
awaiting the government’s
clearance for deportation.
They were closed down,
and now, there is only one
operating in Tiruchi. 

Quarantined jails 
In a separate development,
the Director-General of Pol-
ice, Prisons, Sunil Kumar
Singh, said the number of
exclusive jails/Borstal

Schools to accommodate
newcomers to prisons had
been increased from 38 to
65. Foreign nationals with
travel histories and others
remanded in judicial custo-
dy were being accommodat-
ed in these facilities and
kept under close observa-
tion by medical teams. 

“There is no possibility of
old prisoners, including
convicts, getting a!ected by
the coronavirus because
there is absolutely no
chance of their coming into
contact with newcomers.
The Standard Operating
Procedure is that foreign na-
tionals are quarantined at
their place of arrest and
brought to prison only after
they test negative for CO-
VID-19 twice. However,
since there is a possibility
that they could develop
symptoms later, we conti-
nue to keep them in sepa-
rate blocks,” Mr. Singh said. 

Borstal school to be noti!ed as special camp 
It will accommodate Tablighi Jamaat event attendees held for visa violations

S. Vijay Kumar 

CHENNAI <> Once all the
prisoners get bail,

the Borstal School will be
noti!ed as a special
camp, where they will be
detained, pending trial
or deportation

For the first time ever, a key U.S. oil benchmark, West Texas Intermediate, went below zero on 20th April, as 
Oil traders (future contracts) approach a deadline to find buyers. The entry of  prices into negative territory 
meant that the sellers (of  oil or its contracts) will pay money to get rid of  the oil stock they have. 
 
This unprecedented shift comes as the global oil markets continue to grapple with a pandemic-driven 
collapse in demand. At the start of  2020, a barrel of  WTI cost around $60. Prices had dropped swiftly 
because of  the coronavirus, landing at around $18 a barrel. Then on 20th April, they plummeted through the 
floor. WTI for May delivery settled at a negative $37.63 — meaning traders are paying $37.63 to get someone 
to accept a delivery of  a barrel of  oil. The plunging price of  WTI was driven by a trading contract deadline to 
oil traders to sell off  the current futures contract. And they needed buyers that are capable of  receiving and 
storing that much oil. And, those buyers are in short supply. 
 
 

O

Other types of  crude, without a deadline, have not dropped nearly so sharply. In general, however, crude oil 
prices are very low and continue to fall. Brent, an international benchmark, is in the mid-$20s. 
 
Why are all the Oil Prices suffering? 
 
Oil-producing countries and companies are trying to reduce their output, but they can’t keep pace with the 
extremely rapid drop in global demand as the world economy hits the brakes. That’s creating a massive 
oversupply of  oil and raising concerns about where buyers will be able to physically store it all. 
 
Difference between Brent Crude and West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
 
The Organization of  the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) controls most of  the oil production and 
distribution, often dictating costs for not only oil suppliers but countries as well. Most nations factor oil prices 
into their budgets, so OPEC has been considered a leading geopolitical force. 
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Timings
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WEDNESDAY, APR. 22

RISE 05:53 SET 18:23

RISE 05:27 SET 17:55

THURSDAY, APR. 23

RISE 05:52 SET 18:23

RISE 06:03 SET 18:41

FRIDAY, APR. 24

RISE 05:52 SET 18:23

RISE 06:41 SET 19:30

Chennai Commissioner of
Police A.K. Viswanathan said
on Tuesday that anyone who
obstructed the burial or cre-
mation of COVID-19 victims
would be arrested and
booked under the Goondas
Act.

Mr. Viswanathan told re-
porters that 21 persons had
been arrested and remanded
for rioting and attempt to
murder while opposing the
burial of Dr. Simon Hercules,
who died of COVID-19 on
Sunday. “We are searching
for a few more persons in-
volved in this incident and
all of them will be booked
under the Goondas Act. The
Corporation and health o!-
cials are following WHO gui-
delines and experts have as-
sured us that the virus will
not spread due to burial/cre-
mation of COVID-19 victims.
If people continue opposing
this, we will take strict ac-
tion,” he warned.

Mr. Viswanathan urged re-
sidents to understand the se-
riousness of the pandemic
and not step out of their
houses. “Experience from

other countries has taught
us that only if we "ght to-
gether can we win against
this virus. So all residents
should follow the advice of
the GCC and Health Depart-
ment,” he said.

Inspection held
The police and the Chennai
Corporation would together
provide a three-tier security
system in the Royapuram
and Mannady containment
zones, which have the lar-
gest number of COVID-19
cases in the city, he added.

Mr. Viswanathan, Corpo-
ration Commissioner G. Pra-
kash, Additional Commis-
sioner of Police (North) R.
Dhinakaran and other police
o!cers inspected the two
containment zones. 

“We wanted to study the
zones to decide on what kind
of measures need to be ta-
ken. There were some irreg-
ularities pertaining to perso-
nal distancing in the
Mannady grain market,” said
a senior police o!cer.

At a press meet conducted
soon after the inspection,
Mr. Prakash said that till
Monday, the city had record-
ed a total of 303 COVID-19

cases, and of those, 92 cases
were reported in the Royap-
uram zone alone. Of the 92
cases, close to 60 were con-
centrated in four to "ve
wards. “After this analysis,
the GCC and the city police
decided to take steps to in-
crease security in the con-
tainment zones,” he said.

The police said that in
core areas, residents would
not be allowed to come out
and steps would be taken to
ensure that essential com-
modities were provided to
them. At the next level, peo-
ple could come out for basic
needs, though outsiders
would not be allowed. At the
"nal level, vehicle diversions
would be e#ected.

Since goods from the
wholesale market at Manna-
dy are supplied to di#erent
parts of the State, a meeting
will be held with traders.
“This is to see what kind of
protective mechanisms can
be put in place in the locality
without a#ecting trade. The
plans will be implemented
from Wednesday and by do-
ing this, we hope that the
spurt can be contained,” said
a police o!cer.

Those blocking COVID-19 victims’
funeral to face Goondas Act
Royapuram and Mannady containment zones to get three-tier security system

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

No entry: Tin sheets put up at B.C. Press Road in Royapuram, a
containment zone. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

Distribution of food and re-
lief material to migrant
workers and the needy
seems have to become more
streamlined in the city, vo-
luntary organisations say.

The Greater Chennai Cor-
poration had issued the gui-
delines on distribution of
food and relief material
based on a Madras High
Court ruling. 

While many NGOs wel-
comed the move, some have
come under one umbrella to
ensure that proper distribu-
tion of packages to the nee-
dy in the city and peripheral
areas.

“The new guidelines will
reduce crowding and they
have actually improved col-
laboration between the go-
vernment and NGOs,” said
Ravin Carr, founder, The
Feed Chennai Initiative — a
coalition of NGOs and volun-
teers. 

“There are close to 500
NGOs and 3,000 volunteer
groups in Chennai. We are

trying to coordinate bet-
ween interested NGOs and
volunteers to ensure that no
community is left out and to
help balance needs in one
area with resources availa-
ble in other areas,” he
added.

Dilip Srinivasan, a Chen-
nai-based entrepreneur in-
volved in voluntary work,
said that although the re-
vised regulations had “un-
reasonable” conditions such
as obtaining permission 48
hours in advance for distri-
bution of food, work of vo-

lunteers was not hindered
largely. 

Arun Kumar from No
Food Waste (NFW) said:
“Importantly, the helpline
announced by GCC for dis-
tribution of groceries
through NGOs has helped
groups like us on streamlin-
ing relief work.”

S. Swaminathan, secre-
tary of JAMBA United Wel-
fare Association, said: “We
have not faced any issues so
far since we operate with the
permission of government
departments. Residents con-

tribute to dry ration, includ-
ing rice, wheat and oil.” The
association distributes 500
food packets, thrice a week,
to migrant workers and
homeless people, "eld work-
ers in various government
departments, including
GCC, in the locality.

Aruna Subramaniam,
trustee of Bhoomika Trust,
said that duplication of work
could be avoided when
working along with the go-
vernment. Her trust had
been helping senior citizens
and supported over 15,000
migrants with rations in Ti-
ruvallur district. “A crisis
like this can be overcome
only with large-scale com-
munity initiative. We are
looking at continuing sup-
port to daily wage earners
and migrants and families in
need, ” she said.

Adopting families
Sujith Kumar, founder of
Chennai-based Maatram
Foundation, has started an
initiative called “Adopt a Fa-
mily” and is reaching out to

tribal people in various dis-
tricts and supporting them
with food and other sup-
plies. 

“Through Adopt a Family
scheme, we send monthly
stipend to about 300 fami-
lies,” he said.

In Kancheepuram dis-
trict, Revenue Department
o!cials said that they had
shifted to providing dry pro-
visions. “Companies like
TVS, Hyundai and Saint Go-
bain and Rotary Clubs help
us,” said an o!cial source.

Meanwhile, a Corpora-
tion zonal o!cer said they
were ensuring that all guide-
lines were followed and food
was not being distributed
within the 2-km radius of a
containment zone. “The
Food Safety O!cials are
checking the cooked food
meant for distribution ,” he
said.

(With inputs from
Vivek Narayanan,

K. Laxmi, S. Poorvaja,
Sangeetha Kandavel,

Pon Vasanth B.A., 
Deepa H. Ramakrishnan)

Relief distribution streamlined, say NGOs 
Corporation draws praise for setting up helpline; activists say there is better coordination now 

Hand-to-mouth existence: Migrant workers waiting in queue
for food at a community hall in Chennai on Tuesday. * R. RAGU

City Bureau
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A group of senior IAS, IPS and IFS
o!cers has appealed to Muslims to
feed the hungry and serve the nee-
dy during this Ramzan. 

In a letter, a group of 16 senior of-
"cers said Ramzan this year comes
at the time of a pandemic. “May the
blessings of this month free human-
ity from this grave crisis,” they said.
Social distancing was very impor-
tant and most e#ective preventive
measure.

“Thus, the Tawaf in Kaba re-
mains suspended for the last two
months, and congregation prayers
are not held in any mosque. In the
month of Ramzan, many of us
would be eager for Taraweeh (ritual
prayers). We know that it is not Farz
(duty). When the Farz Namaz are
not being held in Jama’at, there is
no justi"cation for Taraweeh eith-
er,” they said. They said the Prophet
used to tell the muezzin to an-
nounce that during bad weather,
heavy rain or severe cold, one need
not come to the mosque for jama’at
and the Farz Namaz to be prayed at
home. 

“Inclement weather is nothing
compared to a pandemic. Let’s also
remember that causing harm or
death by negligent behaviour is a

grave crime in law and a grievous
sin in religion. Carelessness in times
such as these has a severe social and
political repercussion,” they said.

Requesting everyone to observe
lockdown and social distancing as
laid down by the Central and State
governments, they also asked eve-
ryone to help and serve others.
“Unemployment, poverty and hun-
ger is haunting the masses. The best
way to serve God is to serve human-
ity,” they said.

The letter was signed by the o!c-
ers, some of whom have retired,
Syed Munir Hoda, Qudsia Gandhi,
M.F. Farooqui, Alauddin, Md. Nasi-
muddin, M.A. Siddique, IPS o!cers
M.S. Ja#ar Sait, Md. Shakeel Akhter,
Najmul Hoda, Anisa Hussain, A. Ka-
limullah Khan, V.H. Mohammed
Hanifa, N.Z. Asiammal, Ziaul
Haque, and IFS o!cers Syed Mu-
zammil Abbas, and F.R. Ikram Mo-
hammed Shah.

Observe Ramzan by feeding the
poor, bureaucrats urge Muslims
A group of 16 senior
o!cials issues an
appeal to members of 
the community 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Muslims have been urged to comply
with preventive steps prescribed by
the government to check the spread
of COVID-19. * R. RAGU

The Chennai Corporation
has set up 112 containment
zones in areas where resi-
dents have tested positive for
COVID-19, according to Mun-
icipal Administration Minis-
ter S.P. Velumani.

In the past few days, Cor-
poration o!cials have been
releasing data on contain-
ment zones, keeping the
number unchanged at 84.
Tuesday's "gure, therefore,
represents a signi"cant in-

crease to 112. Mr. Velumani,
in an interaction with repor-
ters, said that containment
zones in other urban areas of
the State numbered 273, tak-
ing the total in urban areas
to 385.

Over 15,000 Corporation
workers had been visiting
20.19 lakh households every
day to get information from
residents about symptoms of
COVID-19, he said. 

The civic body has started
testing journalists and other
sta# of media organisations.
As many as 220 persons
were tested on Sunday at the
Government Multi Super
Specialty Hospital, Omandu-
rar. "Allocation of $19.54
crore has been made for pro-
viding food at 407 Amma
Canteens in Chennai. Other
Corporation Amma Can-
teens have an allocation of
$11.85 crore. Any person can

have food at Amma Canteens
without any hindrance. Over
6.25 lakh bene"ciaries have
been visiting the canteens
every day," Mr. Velumani
said.

A total of 10.28 lakh per-
sons had received food pack-
ets from community kitchen
in various urban areas.

Mr. Velumani directed of-
"cials to ensure distribution
of groceries to all residents
of containment zones. 

Residents who have been
facing di!culties in getting
groceries at containment
zones as well as other neigh-
borhoods can call the Corpo-
ration helpline: 1913.

Spurt in containment zones 
Number rises
from 84 to 112

S.P. Velumani

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

In the wake of a sub-inspec-
tor testing positive for Co-
vid-19, the city police have
asked policemen between
the ages of 55 and 58 to stay
home and those between 50
and 55 years to avoid "eld
work.

A few days ago, a sub-in-
spector attached to the Es-

planade police station tested
positive for COVID-19. 

All his colleagues under-
went checks and tested ne-
gative. 

“He had joined our sta-
tion a few weeks ago and his
colleagues said that he used
to take all precautions. We,
along with health and Chen-
nai Corporation o!cials are
tracing his contacts,” said a
senior police o!cer. 

Apart from personnel at
the Esplande police station,
around 1,000 other police-
men underwent tests and
the results are awaited.

“Considering the present sit-
uation, we have decided not
to use policemen above the
age of 50 for "eld work,”
said a senior police o!cer.

Many said that though the
department had provided
them with masks and gloves,
the danger of contracting
the virus remained high. 

“Mainly during vehicle
checks, we have to interact
with motorists. We are risk-
ing our lives and those of our
families, but the public does
not seem to be bothered,”
said a police constable from
Tambaram.

Policemen over 55 told to stay home
Those in 50-55 age
group asked to
avoid "eld work

Vivek Narayanan

CHENNAI

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS ME with Exp,
Receptionist, Marketing Executive.
Ct: MSN ! 9444733310, 8778577499

SITUATION VACANT

WALK-IN

TENDERS

The State government on
Tuesday issued an order di-
recting District Collectors,
superintendents and com-
missioners of municipal cor-
porations to take penal ac-
tion against property owners
who try to evict doctors and
paramedical sta# from their
houses. 

Issuing the order, Health
Secretary Beela Rajesh said
that reports had been re-
ceived that house owners
were forcing doctors/para-
medical sta#/healthcare per-
sonnel treating COVID-19 pa-
tients to vacate the premises.
Such behaviour amounted to
obstructing public servants
from discharging their duty,
Ms. Rajesh said. 

House owners warned
Special Correspondent 

Chennai




















continued
Read from Laxmikant : NHRC, SC, HC, CEC

Both Brent Crude and West Texas Intermediate (WTI) are light and sweet, making them ideal for refining into 
gasoline. But WTI is also slightly “sweeter” and “lighter” than Brent. 
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) is slightly lower in price than Brent, despite the transportation cost being 
higher. This is because of  the American Shale Revolution since 2000s in North America and Technological 
progress in drilling and fracking, alongside cheaper loans to Investors in the Oil Business. 
In fact, theincreased production led oil prices to fall from above $100 to below $50 from 2014 to 2015 
With a surge of  WTI production, many traders have come to consider it an important pricing benchmark vs. 
Brent, if  not even close to the total production of  the latter. 
Brent Prices are more uncertain than WTI because of  the geopolitical factors. Middle-East is more prone to 
political crises than the North America 
Brent Crude and West Texas Intermediate dominate the oil market, and both dictate pricing in their respective 
markets. 
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Schoolchildren observe
Zero Shadow Day
PUDUCHERRY

Astronomy buffs observed
Zero Shadow Day on Monday,
within the confines of their
homes, during the lockdown.
Pondicherry Science Forum
disseminated information
among schoolchildren on
observing the phenomenon
while staying home. The
details were made available
on a mobile app.

IN BRIEF

The COVID-19 pandemic
is now a major threat to
global health and eco-

nomy, the full impact of
which is yet unknown. The
case load and deaths are gra-
dually mounting in India
too, especially over these
past weeks. These !gures
may have been substantially
higher if the Government of
India had not put in such
stringent, pre-emptive con-
tainment measures. 

But this pandemic cannot
be controlled by govern-
ments alone. It needs the
participation and passion of
all the people of India; and it
needs clear, feasible mea-
sures that ordinary citizens
can undertake to help re-
duce transmission.

The lockdown has proba-
bly played a great role in "at-
tening the epidemic curve
thus far, but it cannot go on
forever. It remains an experi-
mental intervention not just
for India, but for other coun-
tries as well. 

With a lack of clarity on
what the ultimate bene!ts
would be, and what the im-
plications will be when the
lockdown is revoked. Any
degree of relaxation could
result in increase in the
transmission, unless the epi-
demic weakens substantial-
ly, but there is no indication
yet of the same. It is there-
fore important to explore
sustainable methods of re-
ducing community
transmission.

Along with the well-ac-
cepted measures of physical
distancing and frequent
hand washing, the use of
face masks or face covering
is now emerging as a third
pillar in community action —
doable and low-cost. 

The tide has turned since
the beginning of epidemic,
and even the CDC (USA)
changed its position and has
issued an updated set of gui-
delines advising the mem-
bers of the general public to
wear non-medical face co-
vering outside their homes,

whether or not they're sick. 
Before understanding the

role of masks in the spread of
infection, it is important to
understand the transmission
dynamics of COVID-19 infec-
tion. Similar to in"uenza and
other respiratory infections,
the infection can be trans-
mitted through droplets of
di#erent sizes, mostly 5-10 m
in diameter. 

Droplet transmission oc-
curs when a person is in
close contact (within 1 m)
with someone who has respi-
ratory symptoms (e.g.,
coughing, sneezing or even
speaking), most commonly
by inhalation.

The inhalation route re-
mains the predominant
mode of spread. 

The main bene!t of all pe-
ople wearing masks is that in
infected persons, the mask
will help prevent these dro-
plets from getting into the air
and infecting others. 

Lingering virus
This assumes even more sig-
ni!cance as there are reports
coming in suggesting that
the virus can live in droplets
in the air for up to three
hours after release from an
infected individual, lingering
even much after the person
has left the area. 

Furthermore, one in four
to !ve individuals infected
with COVID-19 virus are not

symptomatic and they may
have started releasing virus-
es before they developed
symptoms. 

This is a key factor in the
ability of this virus to spread.

For the public, cloth
masks are probably e#ective
and su$cient for this pur-
pose. 

In fact, some years ago,
before disposable masks be-
came easily available in In-
dia, most surgeons used
washable cloth masks suc-
cessfully during operations.
These masks are simple to
make and instructions are
available on social media for
making them.

Recently, respiratory dis-
ease experts advocated in a
medical journal the use of
traditional cloth coverings
such as dupatta and saree,
towels, turban and even
handkerchief as face cover.
Communities could be
taught to use these to cover
their mouth and nose when
they cough or sneeze and
when they are in places such
as markets community gath-
erings where social distanc-
ing may be impractical. 

For instance, the ‘mask
for all campaign’ in a rural
community in south Odisha,
the Bissamcuttack initiative
is a show of success. 

For uninfected people,
the virus has three Entry
Gates into the body; mouth,
nose and eyes. 

The connection between
one person’s exit gate and
another’s entry gates is

usually air (if you are close to
each other) or hands (that
pick it up by touching
things). 

We do not know who is in-
fected and who isn’t. So co-
vering the exit and the entry
gates of our body makes it
safe for us and for others,
thus decreasing the chance
of spread of the virus in the
community.

The following instructions
are given for the use of the
masks :
! Get a cloth mask or make
one; write your name on it,
so that it doesn’t get mixed
up with other family mem-
bers. You can wash and re-
use the mask for months ;
don’t throw it away. Wash it
before you use it the !rst
time.
! Wear a mask for as much
time as you can, but compul-
sorily if you have a cough or
fever – even while inside the
house; and compulsorily if
you step out of your house.
! Your mask should cover
your nose, mouth and chin –
for it to do the job. Don’t just
hang it around your neck.
Take the mask o# only to eat,
drink, bathe etc.
! Once you put on your
mask, handle your mask on-
ly by the strings. Do not
touch the front of the mask
or the inside surface. If you
do, then wash your hands.
! At night, wash your mask
with soap and water. If you
have an iron at home, iron
the masks; the heat will kill
the virus if any. Or else, dry
the mask in the sun. Make
two masks for each family
member if possible, so that
you can use them on alter-
nate days.
! Try to maintain 6 feet dis-
tance from others as much
as possible; avoid crowding.
! Wash your hands with
soap and water as many
times a day as possible, espe-
cially when you enter your
house or leave it, or after
touching things. 

(The full version of this re-
port has been published online)

Masks are mandatory for all now 

Donations pour in for
Chief Minister’s fund
CHENNAI

Office-bearers of Madras
Pawn Brokers’ Association
met District Collector R.
Sitalakshmi on Tuesday and
handed over a cheque for !11
lakh for the Chief Minister’s
Public Relief Fund for
coronavirus preventive
measures. Secretary, Shri
Vallabhacharya Vidya Sabha,
donated !25 lakh for the
fund.

SIT to monitor cases
related to sale of liquor
PUDUCHERRY

A special investigation team
(SIT) headed by Senior
Superintendent of Police
(Law and Order) Rahul Alwal
has been constituted to
monitor the probe into all
cases pertaining to sale of
liquor during lockdown. The
police had registered more
than 60 cases, in connection
with illicit sale of liquor.

The Puducherry govern-
ment has decided to pro-
vide %2,000 and %1,000
each to construction work-
ers and unorganised labour-

ers, respectively, in the Un-
ion Territory, Chief Minister
V. Narayanasamy said on
Tuesday.

Addressing a conference,
Mr. Narayanasamy said the
amount would be in addi-

tion to the %2,000, remitted
to the account of ration
cardholders, as compensa-
tion for loss of livelihood
due to the lockdown. This
package will bene!t around
70,000 people, he said.

Puducherry CM announces additional !nancial aid
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PUDUCHERRY

Mediapersons screened
for COVID-19 in Vellore
VELLORE

Over 70 mediapersons
including cameramen from
visual and print media were
screened for COVID-19
infection during the special
medical camp organised at
Old Bus Stand in Vellore on
Tuesday. The mediapersons
provided blood samples. The
tests came back negative for
everyone tested, said an
official from the Collectorate.

The Chennai Corporation
and the district administra-
tion of various parts of the
State have made arrange-
ments to send foreign na-
tionals from the UAE back
home. 

The State government has
directed o$cials of the Cor-
poration and Collectors of

districts such as Kancheepu-
ram, Chengalpet, Coimba-
tore, Tiruppur, Kallakurichi,
Villuppuram and Erode to
provide relief to UAE nation-
als stranded in various loca-
tions. They will be taken by
road to the Kochi interna-
tional airport from areas
such as Chennai, Kancheep-
uram and Chengalpattu to
board an Air Arabia "ight on

Wednesday, it is learnt.
The State has directed civ-

ic agencies and District Col-
lectors to make road transit
arrangements. Those having
"u symptoms will not be al-
lowed on the "ight. They
will be put under quarantine
and tested. 

O$cials have been asked
to ensure social distancing
during transit. 

UAE nationals to be !own out
from Kochi international airport
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

R. Elango, a former scientist
at Council of Scienti!c and
Industrial Research (CSIR),
who later served as the pre-
sident of Kuthambakkam
panchayat in Tiruvallur dis-
trict, has come up with a de-
sign to manufacture sodium
hypochlorite using solar
power in a decentralised
manner.

Considering that sodium
hypochlorite is the disinfec-
tant widely used in various
concentrations depending
on the purpose, he says the
design can be used to meet
the current surge in demand
for the disinfectant in the
!ght against COVID-19.

“Right from "oor cleaners
and toilet cleaners to sprays
used widely now for disin-
fecting public places is sodi-
um hypochlorite, which is
the mother of all disinfec-
tants. It is commonly manu-
factured in industries
through electrolysis,” he
says. Explaining the process,
Mr. Elango, who is a chemi-
cal engineer by quali!ca-
tion, says sodium hypochlo-

rite is made in industries by
the simple process of pass-
ing electricity through titani-
um electrodes immersed in
sodium chloride (salt) solu-
tion. Mr. Elango replaced the
conventional source of elec-
tricity with a 1 kilowatt ca-
pacity solar panel.

“In a barrel !tted with the
electrodes, one has to !ll salt
water solution in high con-
centration and pass the so-
lar-generated power. In
about eight hours, you can
get sodium hypochlorite
from a tap attached to the
barrel.” For now, he has de-
signed the unit in two di#e-
rent capacities of a 25-litre
barrel and a 210-litre barrel. 

These units can be easily
set up in open at the village
or town-level to meet the lo-
cal demand. 

V.P. Jayakumar, managing
director of Tiaano, a chemi-
cal company, who helped
Mr. Elango, said excluding
the initial cost to set up the
unit, one litre of sodium hy-
pochlorite can be produced
at a cost of 0.05 paise. “This
is inclusive of employing a
person for %500 per day. The
input will just be 750 g of salt
in 25 l of water for one cy-
cle.” 

“Floor cleaners we buy
from supermarkets cost
around %85 for just 300 ml,”
he adds.

Ex-panchayat chief designs
low-cost disinfectant 
Shows how to make sodium hypochlorite using solar power

Pon Vasanth B.A

CHENNAI

Cutting costs: R. Elango, a chemical engineer, has designed
the unit using a 25-litre barrel and a 210-litre barrel.
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OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

from aboveWhy do the Oil Prices go up and down? Can’t they remain constant? 
 
Crude oil is a “commodity”, just like corn, coffee beans and raw materials like gold and copper. The prices of  
commodities are always in flux because they depend on worldwide supply and demand. 
 
For Eg: When ethanol fuel started becoming a popular alternative fuel option in vehicles, the price of  corn — 
from which ethanol can be produced — spiked. Also, if  an Oil refinery explodes, the supply gets compromised 
causing the price of  oil to increase. 
 
It’s not just Demand and Supply, there’s more to the story of  Crude Oil prices 
 
Four major factors help determine the price of  oil: Supply & consumption, government policies, Geopolitics 
and financial markets 
 
Supply and Consumption 
Basic economics teaches us that a high supply of  oil means demand (consumption) is not enough or low, which 
means that the prices will be low, and vice-versa 
Government regulation  
Recently passed rules on sulfur content could raise the demand for sweet crude oil — a type of  crude oil with 
less sulfur — but sweet crude oil is less common than other types of  oil. And laws aimed at preventing climate 
change will likely raise the price of  energy, too. Taxes on petroleum products by nations can also affect 
consumption pattern and consequently, the prices. 
 
The governments continue to find ways for people to switch to power sources like wind and solar energy — and 
drive more fuel efficient cars — so it’s possible that the demand for oil will go down, simply because we won’t 
need it as much anymore.
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning and squall very likely at isolated places over Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura; with light-
ning and squall over Gangetic West Bengal.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....31.7....22.8 Kozhikode....................—....36.4....28.8
Ahmedabad...........—....39.5....27.3 Kurnool .......................—....41.4....27.7
Aizawl...................—....29.2........ — Lucknow................... 2.4....34.7....21.3
Allahabad........... 0.2....40.3....23.5 Madurai .......................—....38.6....27.0
Bengaluru .............—....34.2....22.3 Mangaluru ...................—....37.5....26.9
Bhopal ..................—....38.3....20.9 Mumbai .......................—....35.0....30.5
Bhubaneswar.........—....37.5....26.9 Mysuru ........................—....34.9....24.2
Chandigarh ........ 4.5....30.5....15.8 New Delhi ...................—....35.0....18.0
Chennai ................—....34.6....27.1 Patna ..........................—....31.6....20.4
Coimbatore ...........—....36.4....25.8 Port Blair.....................—....33.5....28.2
Dehradun ........... 2.2....31.0....15.7 Puducherry ..................—....34.6....25.9
Gangtok........... 25.4....20.4....11.8 Pune............................—....39.2....20.5
Goa.......................—....34.7....25.6 Raipur ...................... 6.2....40.4....25.0
Guwahati ..............—....29.4....20.7 Ranchi ...................... 4.8....29.8....19.2
Hubballi ................—....35.0....24.0 Shillong.................... 3.8....22.3........ —
Hyderabad ......... 0.3....37.9....24.7 Shimla.................... 10.1....19.0......6.8
Imphal ............... 7.4....26.2....17.3 Srinagar.......................—....20.0......6.8
Jaipur ...................—....28.8....20.6 Thiruvananthapuram.... 10.6....34.9....25.3
Kochi ............... 22.2....33.6....26.0 Tiruchi.........................—....39.5....26.0
Kohima .................—....22.4........ — Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata ............ 32.6....34.5....20.5 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.0....27.9

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Singrauli, Madhya
Pradesh recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 169 indicating an
unhealthy level of pollution.
In contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 26

Ahmedabad..... 22 .19 15 ....46 ...72 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 04 .24 21 ..... — ...73 ....*
Chennai .......... 03 .09 41 ....38 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. 24 .22 14 ..102 .121 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 04 .54 21 ....57 .....— ....*
Kolkata........... 06 .11 23 ....16 ...26 ....*
Lucknow ......... 12 .09 42 ..135 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 09 .18 08 ....48 ...84 ....*
Pune............... 30 .11 51 ....37 ...36 ....*
Visakhapatnam 06 .30 06 ....18 ...52 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Kurnool and Guntur districts
continue to remain hotspots
for COVID-19 in Andhra Pra-
desh, registering new posi-
tive cases with each passing
day. Two more persons have
succumbed to the disease in
Guntur, raising the toll in the
State to 22.

One person who died in
Karnataka was found posi-
tive for the virus. 

Bucking the trend of over
a week, Kerala had 19 new
COVID 19 cases on Tuesday.
The number of patients de-
clared to have recovered
from the disease was 16. 

Andhra Pradesh regis-
tered 35 new cases in the 24
hours ending Tuesday morn-
ing, and 19 of them were
from the two districts – Kur-
nool (10) and Guntur (9). The
other districts were Kadapa
with six cases, West Godava-
ri four, and Krishna and
Anantapur three each. 

With the latest additions,
the total number of positive
cases went up to 757. With
four persons recovering on

the day, the number of those
who recovered so far stood
at 96. The number of active
cases was 639.

Meanwhile, Andhra Pra-
desh tested 5,022 samples in
the last 24 hours, the second
time it crossed the 5,000
mark. 

Kurnool has reported 184
cases and Guntur 158 in all.
Krishna (83), Nellore (67),
Chittoor (53), Kadapa (46),
Prakasam (44), West Godava-
ri (39), Anantapur (36), East
Godavari (26), and Visakha-
patnam (21) are the other dis-
tricts with multiple cases.

Spike in Telangana
Telangana witnessed a steep
surge in COVID-19 positive
cases on Tuesday. There
were 56 new cases taking the
total number of a!ected per-
sons since the outbreak of
the pandemic to 928. 

No deaths were reported
on Tuesday and the number
of casualties remained at 23.
Also, 194 people were dis-
charged from hospital.

The bulletin of the Public
Health and Family Welfare
department, Suryapet dis-

trict reported 26 cases by
evening. The GHMC area re-
ported 19 more cases while
three were reported from Ni-
zamabad district. 

Adilabad and Jogulamba-
Gadwal districts reported
two new cases while Kham-
mam, Medchal, Warangal
and Rangareddy reported
one each. The department

urged people to wear face
masks compulsorily.

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao asked senior
o"cials to tour the districts
to examine how well deci-
sions to prevent spread of co-
ronavirus were being imple-
mented. Mr. Rao held a
high-level review meeting on
Tuesday.

With a senior citizen suc-
cumbing to COVID-19, Karna-
taka’s death toll touched 17
on Tuesday. 

The day saw 10 more cases
being detected, taking the to-
tal number of cases to 418.

An 80-year-old man from
Kalaburagi, with a history of
Parkinson’s disease, and ad-
mitted on April 19 with Sev-

ere Acute Respiratory Illness
passed away on Monday
morning and he was later re-
ported positive. 

Of the 10 new cases, three
each are from Vijayapura
and Kalaburagi, two from
Nanjangud in Mysuru, and
one each from Belagavi and
Dakshina Kannada.

In Kerala, Kannur district
accounted for 10 of the new
cases, Palakkad four cases,
Kasaragod three, and Kollam
and Malappuram one case
each. Of the 19 new cases, 13
were people who had re-
turned home from abroad,
three (one each from Malap-
puram, Palakkad and Kol-
lam) came from Tamil Nadu,
one person had returned
from Uttar Pradesh and two
were contacts who had deve-
loped the disease from im-
ported cases.

Chief Minister, Pinarayi Vi-
jayan said cases from across
the border meant that stric-
ter control was needed at
borders with other States. 

Kerala has reported 426
COVID-19 cases, of which on-
ly 117 were currently under-
going treatment in hospitals.

3 deaths in A.P. & Karnataka, new cases in Kerala
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan says vigil is needed at borders as cases are coming in from the other States 

Special Correspondent

Vijayawada/Hyderabad/
Bengaluru/
Thiruvananthapuram

The Bengaluru police have
arrested 119 people for alleg-
edly inciting and indulging
in violence in Padarayanap-
ura ward, which has been
sealed since April 10. 

“A probe is on to track
down one of the prime sus-
pects, identi#ed as Irfan,
whom we believe triggered
the violence. Special teams
have been formed to track
him after he escaped from

the sealed ward,” said a pol-
ice o"cer. 

Irfan’s name came up
during the questioning of
four suspects in police
custody.

Violence erupted in Pada-
rayanapura on April 19 after
residents, who were secon-
dary contacts of a deceased
COVID-19 patient, refused to
accompany the BBMP team
for quarantine. 

Many human rights acti-
vists have demanded clarity
on what exactly happened
as Police Commissioner
Bhaskar Rao had initially
said that no police person-
nel had been injured.

In the #ve FIRs #led the
next day, the police said the
attack was premeditated
and that the mob attacked
them with lethal weapons.
On Monday (April 20), 59
people were arrested.
Another 60 people were ar-
rested on Tuesday. 

They have been booked
under the National Disaster
Management Act and have
been charged with assault-
ing government servants
while on duty and attempt
to murder.

Mr. Rao said the police
were identifying people
who participated in the at-
tack through CCTV and vi-
deo grabs obtained from the
scene of the incident.

BBMP Commissioner
B.H. Anil Kumar told The

Hindu that the attack took
place an hour after the civic
team left the area. No BBMP
o"cer was injured.

Three held in Mysuru
Meanwhile, three persons
from Haleem Nagar in Mysu-
ru have been arrested by the
police for allegedly threa-
tening an ASHA worker, an
accredited community
health worker.

Police said ASHA worker
Sumayya Firdose, who had
been deputed to the locality
on Monday for a survey to
check for symptoms of CO-
VID-19 among residents, ad-
vised a group of people to
wear masks and maintain
social distancing, while she
was returning home after
#nishing her work. But
three persons, later identi-
#ed as Mahboob, Khaleel
and Yaseen, aged between
30 and 40 years, who were
sitting outside their house,
entered into an argument
and allegedly used foul lan-
guage before threatening
her with dire consequences.

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru/Mysuru

A medical team screening a boy at Padarayanapura in
Bengaluru on Tuesday. * K. MURALI KUMAR

119 held for violence
in Padarayanapura

Lockdown chronicles: Two information technology professionals working from a farm in Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh and, right, a hairdresser at work in Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday.
The Kerala government allowed hairdressers to serve customers on their premises during the lockdown. * KOMMURISRINIVAS & S. GOPAKUMAR 
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And work goes on 

AI comes to the rescue
of farmers of Kerala, T.N.
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Air India Express has come to
the rescue of farmers of
Kerala and Tamil Nadu and
exporters by lifting fruits and
vegetables to West Asian
countries using B-737-800
aircraft. The AIE has stepped
in to ensure export of
perishables to West Asia that
got stalled following the ban
on international commercial
passenger flights from March
23. Hundreds of NRIs in West
Asia have benefited from the
AIE’s act. 

IN BRIEF

CPI(M) throws its weight
behind Pinarayi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Communist Party of India
(Marxist) [CPI(M)] State
secretariat has pledged
solidarity with Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and
approved all steps adopted
by the government, including
the engagement with a U.S.
company for data analysis, for
containing the COVID-19
threat. The secretariat that
met here on Tuesday felt such
initiatives were imperative for
the State to contain the virus
spread and on resuming
normality.

For IIT-Tirupati, lockdown
is no barrier for learning 
TIRUPATI

The Indian Institute of
Technology Tirupati (IIT-T) is
among the first in the country
to opt for online teaching,
which began immediately
after the nationwide
lockdown was clamped.
Having suspended classes
from March 16 when threat of
the pandemic was looming
large, the management sent
home all students hailing
from 20 different States.
However, the learning did not
stop, as the institute began
taking classes online from
March 23 using the ‘flipped
classroom model’. 

Expressing concern over the
con#dentiality of the data of
COVID-19 patients uploaded
on the server of Sprinklr, a
Division Bench of the Kerala
High Court asked the State
government on Tuesday to
#le a statement explaining
various aspects, including
the safety and security of the
data and also non-vetting of
the contract between the go-
vernment and the company
on data sharing by the Law
Department.

The Bench comprising
Justice Devan Ramachan-
dran and Justice T.R. Ravi,
while hearing a public inter-
est litigation petition in this
regard, orally observed that
medical information of a
person was sensitive data.

During the hearing, the
Additional Advocate General
submitted that the data col-

lected did not constitute
sensitive personal
information.

The Bench took exception
to this. “Medical data of an
individual are certainly co-
vered by the verdict of the
Supreme Court in Puttuswa-
my’s case,” the Division
Bench said

The court was hearing a
petition seeking a forensic
audit by the Centre into the
contract entered into bet-
ween the State government
and the U.S.-based Sprinklr
for collection and analysis of
data of COVID-19 patients
and those under surveil-
lance. 

Sprinklr deal: HC expresses
concern over safety of data 
Division Bench asks Kerala government to !le a statement

Special Correspondent

KOCHI

The Kerala government on
Tuesday formed a two-
member expert committee
to examine its controversial
deal with the U.S.-based
data analytics #rm Sprinklr
Inc. 

Former Additional Chief
Secretary Rajeev
Sadanandan and Former
Civil Aviation secretary M.

Madhavan Nambiar are the
members. 

The government has
tasked them to #nd out
whether the contract with
Sprinklr to crunch health
data collected by #eld
workers from COVID-19
vulnerable population had
incorporated clauses for
protecting the “privacy of
personal and sensitive data
of individuals.” 

2-member panel formed
Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram 

Tipplers falling back on ‘ar-
ishtams’ and ‘asavams’ to
replace alcohol is nothing
new. In the lockdown pe-
riod, however, the trend
seems to be on the rise and
doctors have warned
against its health impacts.

According to sources, Ay-
urveda pharmacy stores
across the State have of late
found a surge in demand for
arishtams and asavams,
which have alcohol content
up to 10%.

Sta! in some Ayurveda
pharmacy stores in Kozhi-
kode claimed that the sale of
such medicines had gone up
by around 30% after the en-
forcement of the lockdown.
So much so that a certain
pharmacy #rm put up an
advertisement in a Malaya-
lam newspaper last Satur-
day pointing out that the ‘ar-
ishtams’ and ‘asavams’ they

manufacture are strictly for
medical purpose and
“should not be used with
other intentions.” Some oth-
ers are now insisting on a
medical prescription. 

Long-term e!ects
Manoj Kaloor, functionary
of the Ayurveda Medical As-
sociation of India (AMAI),
said that ‘arishtams’ and
‘asavams’ had “self-generat-
ed alcohol”. 

“We prescribe around 25
ml of these medicines as
one dose, depending on the
condition of the patient and
the nature of the disease.
However, if one person con-
sumes a bottle of the medi-
cine at once, he may get a
high. But, doing it on a long-
term basis may a!ect body
parts,” he pointed out.

According to rules, indivi-
duals cannot store ‘arish-
tams’ and ‘asavams’ beyond
a certain limit. 

Denied alcohol, many
take to ‘arishtams’
Stores record a surge in demand

Staff Reporter 

Kozhikode
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The Karnataka State Com-
mission for Protection of
Child Rights has said that
ChildLine has been seeing an
increase in the number of
complaints pertaining to
child marriage and physical
abuse since the lockdown be-
gan. 

Antony Sebastian, chair-
person of the commission,
said that according to data
provided by ChildLine, the
helpline received 37 calls re-
porting child marriages and
32 calls related to physical
abuse of children between

March 25 and April 5. He said
the number of child mar-
riage cases was “abnormally
high” and needed to be veri-
#ed. “We think people per-
haps are under the impres-
sion that they can discretely
conduct child marriages dur-
ing lockdown and nobody in
their village or town will get
to know,” he said. 

Alarming data
They also received a large
number of calls pertaining to
medical and educational
support. Mr. Sebastian said
that they found the data
alarming and have formed

teams to verify these com-
plaints. “We had a video con-
ference with the members of
the commission on Monday
and told the members that
they need to go with the pol-

ice and o"cials of the De-
partment of Women and
Child Development to inves-
tigate this quickly and sub-
mit reports to the Commis-
sion,” he said. 

Monitoring activities
A member of the Commis-
sion said that majority of the
calls pertaining to child mar-
riages were reported from
rural areas in North Karnata-
ka. 

Nagasimha G. Rao, child
rights activist, said that many
families were using the lock-
down as an opportunity to
get children married. “Activi-

ties to monitor and prevent
child marriages have been
stopped, which is why the
cases are on the rise,” he
said. He also said cases of
physical abuse against chil-
dren are on the rise as fami-
lies are “frustrated” with the
lockdown and venting their
anger on the children.

The helpline has also re-
ceived calls related online
abuse. “A girl complained
that she had befriended a
person online and had sent
him her photos and he was
using the photos to black-
mail her,” said the helpline
sta!.

Child abuse complaints rise during lockdown
Between March 25 and April 5, ChildLine in Karnataka received 37 calls reporting child marriage 
Tanu Kulkarni

Bengaluru
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Geo-Politics (OPEC and OPEC plus Explained below) 
OPEC countries, led by Saudi Arabia, did not want to lose their market share to Russia even as the oil prices 
started to plummet. The OPEC plus, which includes those countries which export Oil, failed to reach an 
agreement in March, 2020 on production cuts to arrest the falling prices in the wake of  COVID-19 pandemic.  
One can imagine this: If  the selling price is at such low levels, how can the businesses run even as they incur 
the same cost of  production 
 
In April 2020 (9th April), an agreement was reached by OPEC plus to cut production starting May. This sudden 
turnaround in a month was due to USA nudging its ally, Saudi Arabia, to reach an agreement. Why did the USA 
give a push now? The Oil demand across the world has come to a standstill, and the US refiners will be forced 
to cut prices to retain their market share. The US Oil refining companies are already under severe stress, 
unable to pay up the loans they had borrowed to install new technologies and capacities.    
Russia was ready to take production cuts earlier too, for its economy hinges on Oil revenues.  
Financial Markets 
Similar to the stock market, which involves trading investments in various companies, people also trade in 
commodities at financial markets. 
People purchase “futures” — a sort of  bet on whether a commodity will increase in price at a later date. Once 
locked into a futures contract, the buyer will get his or her commodity at that price and that date, regardless of  
whether the market price has changed or not. These futures are traded in Commodity markets like 
the New York Mercantile Exchange (or NYMEX), as well as the International Petroleum Exchange. 
In India, we have MCX (Multi Commodity Exchange of  India) and ICEX Indian Commodity Exchange) 
The way oil is traded on the financial market has a massive influence on its price. Speculators invest in oil 
futures (or contracts), essentially betting on how much oil will cost at a later date, and this in turn affects how 
other people think oil should be priced. It also affects how much oil the petroleum companies will release to the 
market. 
 
Speculators can swing the prices 
 
Commodity futures have a surprising effect on crude oil prices — speculators who buy large amounts of  
futures can swing the price one way or another. 
 
Here’s an example: A speculator who buys oil futures at higher than the current market price can cause oil 
producers to horde their oil supply so they can sell it later at the new, higher “future” price. This cuts the 
current supply of  oil on the market and drives up both present and future prices. 
 
While it may seem unfair that speculators have so much sway over the oil market, keep in mind that 
speculation is a part of  any financial system, and stock investments are an act of  speculation in and of  itself. 
When you buy stock, you’re speculating on a company’s future
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EDITORIAL

Safety and dignity
Abuse, violence, social
alienation, facing boycott,
apathy from the hierarchy
and government authorities
are all situations a doctor
has to face in professional
life. More so when an
unprecedented situation
such as the pandemic
exists. Disheartening
incidents such as locals
being aggressive towards
health-care sta! who are on
rounds conducting checks
and screening, gruesome
incidents such as locals and
mobs again disrupting the
last rites of health
professionals — examples
being cases in Andhra
Pradesh and Chennai — are
instances which can only
be attributed to the
manifestation of underlying
and deep-rooted stigmas
present in certain sections
of Indian society. The
Indian Medical Association

has a right to lodge a
protest against these
atrocities. Of what use was
there having the exercise of
Indians clapping and
banging kitchen utensils on
March 22 to thank health-
care professionals? This has
not done any favour to
health workers. The Centre
should respond to the
demand by doctors
proposing an ordinance to
protect hospitals, doctors
and health-care workers.
Dr. Jayasekharan V.P.,

Payyanur, Kannur, Kerala

! It is upsetting that a doctor
who lost his life to the
coronavirus was denied
dignity in his last rites. There
is no dearth of news reports
about doctors and public
health personnel being
manhandled while
discharging their duties.
Governments should stop
this dangerous trend from

spreading further to avoid
frontline workers becoming
demoralised. 
Dr. D.V.G. Sankararao,

Nellimarla, Andhra Pradesh

! The highly condemnable
incident has not only
brought to the fore the
ignorance and lack of
understanding about the
pandemic but has also laid
bare the stigma associated
with COVID- 19-a!ected
patients and the lack of
empathy towards them.
Doctors are risking their lives
to save people from the jaws
of death. When will this fact
dawn on the rest of us? 
M. Jeyaram,

Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu

! The authorities and the
media should be proactive
now to dispel the fears and
the apprehensions of the
common man as far as the
coronavirus is concerned.

The media should realise its
additional responsibilities of
educating people instead of
being involved in the pursuit
of making news sound
sensational and to elevate
ratings. As people are heavily
reliant on the media,
especially during the
lockdown, newspersons
must enlighten the public.
S. Raja Mohamed Kamil,

Vaniyambadi, Tamil Nadu

Case of respect
I was taken aback by the
news item (OpEd page, April
21), “President Gives
Evidence in Court” (‘From
the Archives – Fifty Years
Ago, April 21, 1970), where
the former President of
India, V.V. Giri, created
history — the "rst time that
the country’s President had
appeared before a court of
law. That Mr. Giri, as Head of
State, was permitted to be
examined in Rashtrapati

now, which pays scant
attention to the Constitution
and looks the other way
when it comes to horse
trading and crossovers,
should take a leaf out of Mr.
Giri's book. 
D. Sethuraman,

Chennai

Bhavan but gave up this
privilege and submitted
himself to the court, as any
other ordinary witness, is
remarkable. This gesture
showed how much respect
constitutional heads and
leaders gave to constitutional
values and democratic
procedures. Those who are a
part of the political setting

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

Krishnan Srinivasan

U
nited Nations Secretary-
General António Guterres
has called for warring par-

ties the world over to cease "re in
order to support the bigger battle
against COVID-19. One such con-
#ict is in Syria’s Idlib province in-
volving President Bashar al-As-
sad’s military forces with support
from Russia, and where Turkey’s
armed intervention and backing of
anti-Assad militants, including Is-
lamist terrorists, had been halted
even before Mr. Guterres’s appeal
by a fragile agreement on March 5
between Russia and Turkey which
no observer believes can endure
long. In this imbroglio, described
by many as the world’s greatest
humanitarian tragedy, it is neces-
sary to disentangle the priorities
of the several contestants.

To "rst summarise the ground
situation, Idlib bordering Turkey
is the last stronghold of jihadists
funded by Qatar and Saudi Arabia,
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), a ter-
rorist unit designated by the Unit-
ed Nations, and assorted Syrian
anti-government elements evac-
uated from areas liberated by Da-
mascus. The region was spared a
Syrian o!ensive in 2018 on Tur-
key’s plea that it could not su!er
any further in#ux of refugees be-

sides hosting some three-and-a-
half million already. There are
about 200,000 displaced persons
on the Syria-Turkey border and
85,000 in refugee camps, in addi-
tion to nearly 400,000 people dis-
placed by the Turkish o!ensive
against Syrian Kurds.

A Turkey-Russia agreement of
2018 established a demilitarised
zone (DMZ) with terrorists, includ-
ing the HTS, leaving this zone,
while so-called moderate rebels
had to withdraw heavy weaponry.
A chain of Turkish observation
posts was established, and mili-
tants rejecting the plan were to be
legitimately targeted by Mr. As-
sad’s military. But Syria and Tur-
key accused each other of viola-
tions, with Russia increasingly
agitated due to drone attacks
against its airbase in Latakia from
Idlib-based jihadists. With the re-
bels making territorial gains, Syria
resumed its o!ensive in April 2019,
retaking territory and targeting Sa-
raqib that strides the M5 highway
connecting Aleppo with
Damascus.

The Syrian advances brought
Turkey and Syria into direct clash-
es, with accusations by Damascus
and Moscow that the Turks were
supplying jihadists with weapons
and shielding them by intermin-
gling Turkish forces among them.
The Turks denied this, objecting
to their observation posts being
encircled or bypassed by the Syr-
ian army. Over 5,000 Turkish forc-
es, with artillery and combat
drones, have intervened and suf-
fered 50 or more casualties, whe-

reas Mr. Assad’s losses in men and
material have been much higher,
despite being assisted by Russia
controlling the airspace and deny-
ing the Turks the use of aircraft
other than drones. Moscow has al-
so used direct air power in support
of Syria, though this is denied. The
con#ict seriously strained Tur-
key’s relations with Russia to their
lowest level since the 2015 crisis
and the downing of a Russian war-
plane by Turkey.

Tangled up in politics
The latest Russo-Turkish agree-
ment rea$rms their ‘dedication to
combat and eliminate all terrorist
groups in Syria’. Given the fact that
the majority of the anti-Assad forc-
es are HTS cadres that have been
weaponised by Ankara, imple-
mentation appears highly improb-
able. The agreement provides for
safe passage along the M4 and M5
highways linking Aleppo with La-
takia and Damascus. The Syrian
Army had gained control of M5
and was about to take M4 when
the Moscow agreement was con-
cluded. Both highways are impor-
tant for Syria for commercial and
strategic reasons. The new DMZ
will bestride the M4 highway with

a 12-kilometre strip jointly pa-
trolled by Turkey and Russia.

The Moscow agreement is des-
tined to fail because the priorities
of the countries concerned cannot
be reconciled. Mr. Assad, recog-
nised by the United Nations but
not by the West, and openly sup-
ported by few of the nations that
recognise him, now controls some
70% of his country and wishes to
secure the remainder, but his forc-
es remain dependent on Russia in
the air and Iran and Hezbollah on
the ground. He is in haste because
his troops are exhausted by nine
years of continuous "ghting and
he cannot count on Russian, Ira-
nian and Hezbollah support much
longer. Iran is in domestic turmoil
apart from su!ering U.S. sanctions
and COVID-19, while the Hezbollah
is deeply involved in Lebanon’s
complex domestic politics. 

Turkey under President Erdo-
%an, nominally a member of the
western alliance against Russia,
wishes to play a lead role in the
Arab world, and has deliberately
extended its reach in Syria and Li-
bya to have a say in the futures of
those nations. Upset with NATO
for lack of support both during the
failed coup of 2016 and his cam-
paign against Syrian Kurds whom
he regards as anti-Turkish terro-
rists, Mr. Erdo%an has leveraged
the refugee problem to extract
&4.5 billion from the European
Union and uses the refugees con-
tinuously as a bargaining counter.
He also needs manageable ties
with both Russia and the U.S. to
play each o! against the other. The

confrontation with Moscow four
years ago led to severe economic
di$culties for Turkey after Rus-
sian curbs on trade and tourism,
which Mr. Erdo%an would not wish
to have repeated. Both countries
also have a vested interest in the
TurkStream pipeline conveying
Russian gas to southern Europe.
Criticism of Mr. Erdo%an has lately
emerged domestically but his po-
sition is solid provided he retains
his army’s support by avoiding
more casualties in Idlib. 

Russia’s call
Russia is now the country of "rst
resort in Syria and its in#uence in
the entire West Asian region has
expanded remarkably in recent
years. In principle it backs Mr. As-
sad exercising sway over the
whole of Syria and has saved him
from being toppled, but it now
wishes to bring the Syrian con#ict
to an end with a negotiated settle-
ment, avoid losses and more ex-
penditure, while consolidating its
naval and air bases in that country.

The Americans are content to
be bystanders in the belief that
they will be the gainers whatever
the Idlib outcome. The Europeans
have neither the will nor the
means to a!ect developments,
and the United Nations is continu-
ing the thus-far futile enterprise of
persuading the Syrian multi-party
talks in Geneva to arrive at a new
constitution to be followed by free
elections.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a former Foreign

Secretary

The fragile cease!re in Syria’s Idlib war
The Russia-Turkey agreement is destined to fail because the priorities of the countries concerned cannot be reconciled
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T
he scale of disruption caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic
has never been seen before.

Even as we are in the midst of the
second phase of the national lock-
down, there is no clarity on the
time it will take to come out of the
crisis, the extent of damage it will
in#ict, and the cost of relief and
rehabilitation required. At a time
when governments, both at the
Centre and in the States, are "scal-
ly stressed, the pandemic has
forced them to undertake huge ex-
penditures to save lives, liveli-
hoods and reduce distresses and
even more, to create a stimulus to
revive the economy as we map the
exit strategy. 

Need for relief
The speed of economic revival will
depend on how long it will take to
revive economic activities and the
volume of stimulus through public
spending the government is able
to provide. It now appears that the
lockdown will be lifted in stages
and the recovery process will be
prolonged. The country is literally
placed in "nancing a war-like sit-
uation and the government will
have to postpone the "scal conso-
lidation process for the present,
loosen its purse strings and "-
nance its de"cits substantially
through monetisation. This is also
the time for the government to an-
nounce relaxation in the States’
"scal de"cit limit to make them ef-
fective participants in the struggle.
It is also important for the States to

realise the importance of health
and prioritise spending on health-
care services. 

Being closer to the people, the
States have a much larger respon-
sibility in "ghting this war. Public
health as well as public order are
State subjects in the Constitution.
In fact, some States were proactive
in dealing with the COVID-19 out-
break by involving the Epidemic
Diseases Act, 1897, even before the
Government of India declared a
universal lockdown invoking the
Disaster Management Act, 2005.
Of course, the Centre under Entry
29 of the Concurrent List has the
powers to set the rules of imple-
mentation which states, “Preven-
tion of the extension from one
State to another of infectious or
contagious diseases or pests af-
fecting men, animals or plants”.
While Central intervention was
done to enable, “consistency in
the application and implementa-
tion of various measures across
the country”, the actual imple-
mentation on the ground level will
have to be done at the State level.
Furthermore, States are better in-
formed to decide the areas and ac-
tivities where relaxations should
be done as the coronavirus curve
is #attened. Hopefully, there will
be better coordination between
the Union and State governments
instead of claiming credit and ap-
portioning blame (see
https://bit.ly/3bDauiF).

Focus on health and economy
The acute shortage of protective
gear, testing kits, ventilators and
hospital beds has been a major
handicap and the immediate task
of States is to ramp up their availa-
bility and supply. In addition, the
disruption caused by the lock-
down has caused untold misery,
and providing relief and rehabilita-

tion to migrant labourers and in-
formal sector workers had to the
focus. The pandemic has under-
lined the historical neglect of the
health-care sector in the country.
The total public expenditures of
Centre and States works out to a
mere 1.3% of GDP. In 2017-18, in
per capita terms, the public ex-
penditure on medical and public
health varied from an abysmal
'690 in Bihar and '814 in Uttar
Pradesh to the highest of '2,092 in
Kerala. The centrally sponsored
scheme, the National Health Mis-
sion, is inadequately funded, mi-
cromanaged with grants given un-
der more than 2,000 heads and
poorly targeted. The focus of “Ay-
ushman Bharat” has been to advo-
cate insurance rather than build-
ing wellness centres. 

Besides protecting lives and li-
velihoods, States will have to in-
itiate and facilitate economic re-
vival, and that too would require
substantial additional spending.
Hand holding small and medium
enterprises which have complete-
ly ceased production, providing
relief to farmers who have lost
their perishable crops and prepar-
ing them for sowing in the kharif
season are other tasks that require
spending. In fact, States have been
proactive. Kerala came out with a
comprehensive package allocating
'20,000 crore to "ght the pan-
demic. Almost all States have ta-

ken measures to provide food to
the needy besides ramping up
health-care requirements. 

Extensive revenue losses
While the requirement of States
for immediate expenditures is
large, they are severely crippled in
their resources. In the lockdown
period, there has virtually been no
economic activity and they have
not been able to generate any reve-
nue from State excise duty, stamp
duties and registration fees, motor
vehicles tax or sales tax on high
speed diesel and motor spirit. The
revenue from Goods and Services
Tax is stagnant and compensation
on time for the loss of revenue has
not been forthcoming. In Karnata-
ka for example, it is reported that
as against the estimated '12,000
crore every month, the State may
not be able to generate even '300
crore in April. As the recovery pro-
cess will be staggered, it is doubt-
ful whether tax revenues will re-
gister any positive growth in
2020-21. Not surprisingly, the State
has decided to monetise land
through auctions to get money be-
sides regularising unauthorised
constructions by paying high fees. 

The position regarding tax de-
volution from the Centre is even
more precarious. To begin with,
the tax devolution in the Union
Budget estimate is lower than the
Commission’s estimate by '70,995
crore. In fact, the Budget estimate
for 2020-21 itself is a huge overesti-
mate when seen against the 11-
month actual collections in 2019-
20. The required growth to
achieve the Budget estimate is
33.3% over the annualised actual
collection. The projections are
that the growth of nominal GDP in
2020-21 will be just about 4% and if
the tax revenue increases by the
same rate, devolution to the States

would be lower by '2.2-lakh crore
than the Finance Commission’s es-
timate. This results in a loss of
'9,173 crore for Tamil Nadu,
'9,000 crore for Andhra Pradesh,
'8,000 crore for Karnataka, '4,671
crore for Telangana, and '4,255
crore for Kerala. There is a strong
case for the States to go back to the
Finance Commission with a re-
quest to make and give a supple-
mentary report.

The war on COVID-19 can be ef-
fectively won only when the States
are armed with enough resources
to meet the crisis. But as men-
tioned earlier, they are faced with
stagnant revenues while their ex-
penditure commitments are huge.
There is only limited scope for ex-
penditure switching and repriori-
tisation now. Their borrowing
space too is limited by the "scal
responsibility and budget manage-
ment limit of 3% of Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP). Faced
with an acute fund crunch, Kerala
#oated 15-year bonds but was
faced with a huge upsurge in the
yield to 8.96%. The announce-
ment by the Reserve Bank of India
on the increase in the limit of ways
and means advances by 60% of the
levels prescribed in March 31
could help States to plan their bor-
rowing better; but that is too little
to provide much relief. Therefore,
it is important for the Central go-
vernment to provide additional
borrowing space by 2% of GSDP
from the prevailing 3% of GSDP.
This is the time to "scally empow-
er States to wage the COVID-19 war
and trust them to spend on pro-
tecting lives, livelihoods and in-
itiate an economic recovery.

M. Govinda Rao was a Member,

Fourteenth Finance Commission and

former Director, National Institute of

Public Finance and Policy

The key strategy is !scal empowerment of States
The Centre must recognise that winning the war on COVID-19 is linked to the States being armed with enough resources 

M. Govinda Rao
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F
ive decades after the oil shock of 1973, when an
Arab embargo on the supply of oil to some west-
ern powers including the United States sent the

price of crude skyrocketing fourfold to $12 a barrel, the
global economy faces a fresh shock from a free-fall in oil
prices. On Monday, May futures for the West Texas In-
termediate (WTI) U.S. crude plunged below zero to
touch a historic low of -$40.32 a barrel. A negative price
implies that a seller would have to pay the buyer to hold
the oil to be supplied. While the unprecedented plunge
in the particular futures contract could be partly ex-
plained away as a technical anomaly given that the May
contract was set to expire on Tuesday, beyond which
buyers would need to be ready to take physical deliv-
ery, the reality is that oil prices are desperately in
search of a bottom. A perfect storm of a supply glut exa-
cerbated in March by a price war that saw key produc-
ers Saudi Arabia and Russia ramp up output even as de-
mand continued to contract on account of the
COVID-19 outbreak sent prices into a steeper slide.
Brent crude futures have tumbled more than 67% in
2020 to about $21 a barrel as of Tuesday afternoon in
London trading, while the WTI futures have plunged
about 110% to -$5.78. The International Energy Agency
observed this month, that the con"nement measures
instituted worldwide have resulted in a dramatic de-
cline in transportation activity which will erase at least
a decade of demand growth.

With storage for crude — on land or o!shore in super-
tankers — nearing capacity or becoming prohibitively
expensive, oil producers are going to have little option
but to curtail output. Saudi Arabia is reported to be con-
sidering output cuts even before a 9.7 million barrels
per day deal it had struck with Russia to cut production
takes e!ect from May. Still, merely closing the tap a
notch or two is not going to redress the oversupply in
the market at a time when the ‘Great Lockdown’ has
destroyed demand on an unprecedented scale. India
has prudently been using the sharp fall in both crude
prices and domestic demand to accelerate the build-up
of its strategic reserve. While the sliding oil prices
would help signi"cantly pare India’s energy import bill,
a protracted demand drought would end up hurting the
government’s tax revenues severely, especially at a time
when it badly needs every additional rupee it can gar-
ner. Also, rock-bottom oil prices risk damaging the eco-
nomies of producer countries including those in West
Asia, hurting inward remittances. After the lockdown,
the Centre ought to consider using this opportunity to
cut retail fuel prices sharply by foregoing some excise
revenue for a while in order to tease back momentum
into the wider economy.

Futures shock
The steep fall in oil prices is 
not all good news for India 

T
he Centre’s last-minute reversal of its decision to
allow e-commerce companies to resume deliver-
ies of ‘non-essential items’, as part of an easing of

the lockdown curbs, is welcome given that India is still
not out of the woods in its pandemic "ght. On Sunday,
the Home Ministry directed States to ensure that the
movement of vehicles used by e-commerce operators
for transporting non-essentials be ‘excluded’ from the
list of additional activities that would be allowed from
April 20 to mitigate public hardship. While the Ministry
gave no reason for its U-turn, it would appear wiser
counsel prevailed after some Opposition parties and
the retail trade had raised the issue of a lack of level-
playing "eld for brick and mortar retailers. Also,
though it is true that the online purchase of a product
and its doorstep delivery by an e-commerce "rm mini-
mises human interaction to a negligible level unlike a
purchase in a store, the fact that the lockdown is aimed
at restricting movement to the barest minimum in or-
der to break the chain of transmission necessitates lim-
iting exemptions. And with non-essential items ranging
from apparel to books to electronics and home ap-
pliances constituting the bulk of the listings on e-com-
merce sites, every additional product category would
involve that many more people getting activated along
the supply chain — from a producer or supplier to the
transport operators and additional delivery persons.

To be sure, given the immense economic costs asso-
ciated with the shutdown especially to individual liveli-
hoods, it would seem a reasonable argument that as
many sectors and jobs that can be allowed to reopen
with stringent safeguards mandated ought to be permit-
ted to do so in a phased manner. Clearly, that was the
underlying rationale behind the Centre’s April 15 mis-
sive. Among the sectors that can resume are agricultu-
ral and horticultural activities, banking, cargo transpor-
tation, construction, and manufacturing of speci"ed
goods including packaging material. Interestingly,
while self-employed tradesmen such as electricians,
plumbers and carpenters have been allowed to resume
work, they would be unable to ply their trades if their
customers are unable to furnish the relevant material at
the work site because the shops and e-commerce "rms
selling these ‘non-essential’ goods are yet to resume op-
erations. Lost here though is the very de"nition of what
ought to be deemed essential. Is a packet of ‘essential’
cheese slices more vital than a ‘non-essential’ laptop for
a person working from home or attending online class-
es? Also, as the lockdown extends to over a month,
what might have been non-essential initially might turn
essential later. Still, protecting lives must ultimately be
prioritised over allowing commercial activity even
when the line between ‘essential’ and ‘non-essential’
purchases remains a blur. 

Non-essentials can wait
While the "ip-"op on e-commerce seems

arbitrary, caution is best during a pandemic 

corrections & clarifications: 

The report “Kin allowed to exhume bodies of militants in 
Baramulla” published by The Hindu on April 19, 2020, has been
corrected for a factual error. The authorities did not grant 
permission to exhume bodies but only granted a curfew pass,
which the family members misunderstood as the permission for
exhumation. Now the corrected version of the story has a new
headline: “Families of slain militants given curfew pass”. There
was also an updated report “J&K police "le FIR on The Hindu 
report” (April 21, 2020), which gave the sequence of events that
lead to the report of April 19.

In the OpEd article “Nurturing air power to meet rising 
demand” (April 21, 2020), the line “Translated to tonnage, that is
almost 10 million tonnes” should read: “Translated to payload that
is almost 10 million kgs”. Another sentence, “However, a modern-
day airlift of greater proportions has not been heralded as much”
should be recast to say: “However, a modern-day airlift of similar
importance has not been heralded as much.

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;
E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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OPED

History tells us how the territorial vivisec-
tion of the Oriya-speaking tracts of the four
di!erent provinces kept them scattered
since the overthrow of Mukunda Deva, the
last King of Orissa. From 1565, the unfortu-
nate Province passed through various hands
until 1803 when the British took possession
of the present political Orissa division from
the Bhonsles. Lord Curzon, after visiting Pu-
ri and Bhubaneswar, took pity on this fallen
community which resulted in the Govern-
ment Resolution of 1903 to unify the Oriya-
speaking tracts. Sir A. Fraser, the then Chief
Commissioner of C.P., unfortunately howev-
er recommended only the union of the Dis-
trict of Sambalpore with Orissa division leav-
ing aside the Oriya speaking tracts of the
district of Raipore and Bilaspore and the
Feudatory Seat of Bastar, Sarpagarh. The
start thus given to the Oriya movement led
to a national awakening and the Oriyas laid
their weighty grievances before the Decen-
tralisation Commission and waited in depu-
tations upon di!erent Governors-General
and Provincial Pro-Consuls. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 22, 1920.

The Oriya Problem.

In March 2015, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi visited three small but sig-
ni"cant Indian Ocean island states —
Seychelles, Mauritius, and Sri Lanka.
During this tour, he unveiled India’s
strategic vision for the Indian Ocean:
Security and Growth for All in the Re-
gion (SAGAR). SAGAR seeks to di!e-
rentiate India’s leadership from the
modus operandi of other regionally
active major powers and to reassure
littoral states as India’s maritime in-
#uence grows. As External A!airs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar signalled at the
fourth Indian Ocean Conference in
September last year, India’s SAGAR
vision is intended to be “consulta-
tive, democratic and equitable”. In-
dia’s recent admission as observer to
the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC)
will put this vision to the test.

IOC, a trusted regional actor
Following a request from New Delhi,
the IOC granted observer status to In-
dia on March 6 at the Commission’s
34th Council of Ministers. Founded
in 1982, the IOC is an intergovern-
mental organisation comprising "ve
small-island states in the Western In-
dian Ocean: the Comoros, Madagas-
car, Mauritius, Réunion (a French de-
partment), and Seychelles. Though
Réunion brings a major power,
France, into this small-state equa-
tion, decisions in the IOC are consen-
sus-based, and while France’s fo-
reign policy interests are
represented, the speci"cs of Réu-
nion’s regional decision-making
emerge from its local governance
structures. Over the years, the IOC
has emerged as an active and trusted
regional actor, working in and for the
Western Indian Ocean and imple-
menting a range of projects.

More recently, the IOC has demon-
strated leadership in the maritime
security domain. Since maritime se-
curity is a prominent feature of In-
dia’s relations with Indian Ocean lit-
toral states, India’s interest in the IOC
should be understood in this con-
text. However, India has preferred to
engage bilaterally with smaller states
in the region. What India will not "nd

in the IOC is a cluster of small states
seeking a ‘big brother’ partnership.
The IOC has its own regional agenda,
and has made impressive headway in
the design and implementation of a
regional maritime security architec-
ture in the Western Indian Ocean.

In 2012, the IOC was one of the
four regional organisations to launch
the MASE Programme — the Euro-
pean Union-funded programme to
promote Maritime Security in East-
ern and Southern Africa and Indian
Ocean. Under MASE, the IOC has es-
tablished a mechanism for surveil-
lance and control of the Western In-
dian Ocean with two regional
centres. The Regional Maritime In-
formation Fusion Center (RMIFC),
based in Madagascar, is designed to
deepen maritime domain awareness
by monitoring maritime activities
and promoting information sharing
and exchange. The Regional Coordi-
nation Operations Centre (RCOC),
based in Seychelles, will eventually
facilitate joint or jointly coordinated
interventions at sea based on infor-
mation gathered through the RMIFC.
These centres are a response to the
limitations that the states in the re-
gion face in policing and patrolling
their often enormous Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zones (EEZs). They deliver an
urgently needed deterrent against
unabating maritime crime at sea, on-
ly partly addressed by the high-level
counter-piracy presence of naval
forces from the EU, the Combined
Maritime Forces, and Independent
Forces. Seven states in the region
have signed agreements to partici-
pate in this multilateral maritime se-

curity architecture, and once rati-
"ed, will provide its legal foundation.
Many major powers have expressed
interest in accessing the RMIFC.

The IOC has also wielded a dispro-
portionate degree of convening pow-
er. In 2018 and 2019, it served as
Chair of the Contact Group on Piracy
o! the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS).
Leveraging the CGPCS Chair, the IOC
held ministerial meetings in 2018
and 2019 on maritime security in the
Western Indian Ocean, drawing state
representations from the region plus
major powers such as India, the EU,
the U.S., the U.K., Australia, and Rus-
sia. These meetings, resulting in for-
mal declarations, facilitated conver-
gence around common,
sub-region-speci"c de"nitions of
maritime security threats and the le-
gal way of dealing with them. 

The IOC’s achievements o!er an
opportunity for India to learn, and
also to support. The IOC style of ‘bot-
tom-up regionalism’ has produced a
sub-regional view and de"nition of
maritime security problems and lo-
cal ownership of pathways towards
workable solutions. A 2019 policy
brief published by the IOC (with in-
puts from this author), ‘Strengthen-
ing Maritime Security in the Western
Indian Ocean’, sets out how the
counter-piracy response o! the coast
of Somalia delivered unprecedented
regional and international coopera-
tion in the domain of maritime secur-
ity. However, it resulted in multiple
players, the duplication of actions,
and regional dependence on interna-
tional navies. The IOC has been seek-
ing more sustainable ways of ad-

dressing maritime security threats in
the region, with the RMIFC and
RCOC as part of this response. Its re-
gional maritime security architec-
ture is viewed locally as the most ef-
fective and sustainable framework to
improve maritime control and sur-
veillance and allow littoral States to
shape their own destiny. Moreover,
with proper regional coordination,
local successes at curbing maritime
threats will have broader security di-
vidends for the Indian Ocean space.

How can India contribute?
The IOC’s maritime security activi-
ties have a strong foundation, but
they require support and buy-in from
additional regional actors. India has
already signalled a strong interest in
the work of the IOC through its re-
quest to be admitted as an observer.
The view from Ebène, where the IOC
is headquartered, and from where its
maritime security strategy is direct-
ed, is that major powers are warmly
invited to support its initiatives.
Nearly all littoral states in the West-
ern Indian Ocean need assistance in
developing their maritime domain
awareness and in building capacity
to patrol their EEZs. All would bene-
"t from national information fusion
centres that can link to those of the
wider region. With its observer sta-
tus, India will be called upon to ex-
tend its expertise to the region, put
its satellite imagery to the service of
the RMIFC, and establish links with
its own Information Fusion Centre.

If India seeks to calibrate its Indian
Ocean strategy away from outdated,
neoimperialist conceptions of great
power and spheres of in#uence that
are costly to regional followership,
one route will be to learn from and
support sub-regional e!orts such as
those of the IOC. As a major stakehol-
der in the Indian Ocean with mari-
time security high on the agenda, In-
dia will continue to pursue its
interests and tackle maritime securi-
ty challenges at the macro level in
the region. However, as an observer
of the IOC, a speci"c, parallel oppor-
tunity to embrace bottom-up region-
alism presents itself. There are those
in the Western Indian Ocean who are
closely watching how India’s “con-
sultative, democratic and equitable”
leadership will take shape.

Kate Sullivan de Estrada is Associate

Professor in the International Relations of

South Asia at the University of Oxford

As observer, India could learn from as well as support the Indian Ocean Commission

“SAGAR seeks to di!erentiate India’s leadership from the modus operandi of
other regionally active major powers and to reassure littoral states as India’s
maritime in"uence grows.” PM Narendra Modi in Seychelles in 2015. * PTI

Putting the SAGAR vision to the test 

Kate Sullivan de Estrada 

Seasonal migration is one of the most critical
issues of our time. The condition of seasonal
migrants has emerged as no less an impor-
tant issue than the novel coronavirus itself.
The COVID-19 crisis has, for the "rst time,
brought migration to the centre stage of pu-
blic health and disaster response in India. 

Why migrants occupy centre stage
In the past, a mass exodus would take place
because of a disaster such as a famine,
drought, #ood, or regional con#ict. An exo-
dus would be from the area where such a ca-
lamity was unfolding. While we continue to
see episodes of such exodus, now there are
new narratives of mass exodus caused by de-
monetisation, violence against migrants,
and the lockdown imposed to contain the
spread of COVID-19. What is common in
these narratives is the decisive role played by
the state or the lack of it. It is in the context of
state action that migrants have drawn sharp
attention in debates over public health and
political economy for at least "ve reasons.

First, the numbers involved are very high.
Let’s take the example of Bihar which has a
population of about 123 million. The number
of migrants in Bihar is estimated to be close
to 10 million, of which three million may be
inter-State migrants. An estimate based on
NSSO 64th Round and Census 2011 data and
a look at monthly per capita expenditure da-
ta suggest that there are approximately 2 mil-
lion daily wage workers. The months of Fe-
bruary and March are a lean season for
rural-to-rural migration, yet the current "-
gure of inter-State seasonal migrants stands
at about 1.4 million. Further, if we take the
example of the National Capital Region,
where, as the data suggest, 20% of Bihari mi-
grants are working, we are referring to 0.28
to 0.3 million seasonal migrants. Even if half
of them try to return home during a crisis,
facilitating their journey can be a logistical
improbability. 

Second, India’s economy, particularly of
the growth centres, depends on the services
of migrant workers. Sectors such as con-
struction, garment manufacturing, mining,
and agriculture would come to a standstill
without them. One of the biggest challenges
after the lockdown is lifted will be to bring
back the migrants to kickstart these sectors.

Third, the return of migrants brings to the
source States an economic shock as there are

no compensatory sources of livelihood. The
poor States may "nd it di$cult to sustain
themselves without the remittances. This
will not only cause demand side setbacks but
also impact nutrition, health, education and
the well-being of the older population.

Fourth, in the case of epidemics, the exo-
dus of seasonal migrants creates apprehen-
sions about the spread of the disease and
runs counterproductive to the very purpose
of a lockdown. Working from home or get-
ting paid leave is largely a middle-class luxu-
ry. Daily-wage earners do not have the capac-
ity to stay at a destination without work.
Their families back home depend on their
daily savings. A considerable number of
workers live within the manufacturing units
or at work sites. Any lockdown results in loss
of their accommodation too.

Fifth, the pathetic working and living con-
ditions of migrants defy the very idea of de-
cent work and general security. Slums and
slum-like colonies are breeding grounds of
ailments and communicable diseases. Peo-
ple living in these areas simply cannot prac-
tise social distancing. Lack of sanitation, hy-
giene, safe drinking water, health services,
social security measures, and a!ordable
housing have resulted in a low quality of life. 

Delivering relief packages
Some amelioration may be in sight with the
%1.70 lakh crore relief package announced by
the Central government. However, despite
the government’s good intentions, the pack-
age will not bene"t seasonal migrants. Those
migrants who are unable to return home and
are not ration cardholders in the cities where
they are stationed will not bene"t from addi-
tional free foodgrains under the PDS. They
cannot avail of increased MGNREGA wages
until they go back home. As many seasonal
migrants are landless or marginal farmers,
they will not bene"t from the grant to land-
holders. Neither will they get bene"ts under
the Building and Other Construction Work-
ers Welfare Board because of low registra-
tion. Thus, this workforce will remain largely
deprived of the bene"ts under the present
package at their destination places. The
State needs to think out of the box in deliver-
ing relief packages.

Disasters provide opportunities to correct
structural wrongs. The state could work out
a strategy of addressing immediate distress
conditions and simultaneously initiating
long-term measures to bring structural
changes in the policy towards migrants and
the informal sector. 

Dipak Kumar Singh is an IAS o!cer (Bihar cadre);

Pushpendra is Professor and Chairperson, Patna

Centre of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences. Views

are personal

A change in migrant policy
Besides addressing the immediate distress conditions of
migrants, the state needs to think of long-term solutions

Dipak Kumar Singh & Pushpendra 
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In the U.S., despite egregious failures
and missteps, science and informat-
ics have been able to guide COVID-19
policy to some degree. It is time to
think about the underpowered in-
vestments in science in India and
about the stark social inequities that
COVID-19 will lay bare, shorn of the
protections a!orded by science and
data-driven policies, and e!ective de-
centralised governance.

Investments in science
India has invested very little in the
type of science that is needed to meet
contemporary environmental chal-
lenges. COVID-19 may be its most sev-
ere environmental challenge so far,
but India faces devastating challeng-
es such as assaults on biodiversity,
#oods and unmitigated pollution ev-
ery year. Every disaster underlines
national vulnerabilities, accentuated
by inadequate science and research
infrastructures.

Amidst the worst pandemic of
modern times, India’s medical re-
search institutions and epidemiolo-
gists have a prominent role to play. In
the daily White House press brief-
ings, the two most prominent "gures
are noted epidemiologists Dr. Debo-
rah Birx and Dr. Anthony Fauci. Ev-
ery day they provide new data to di-
rect policy. India is a global
superpower in information technolo-
gy, yet it has few scientists or insti-
tutes systematically deploying ‘big
data’ and informatics to understand
large-scale environmental challeng-
es, including infectious diseases. In-
dia is a hotspot for emerging diseases
— but to respond adequately, it ur-
gently needs an expanded group of
world-class specialists in this area.

The successful mitigation of CO-
VID-19 in India will require rigorous
testing, monitoring, and modelling
to inform policy and action. In a
country where access to data is limit-
ed, we will need good data on demo-
graphic changes, on how disasters
push people into poverty, and the lo-
cal interventions that pull people out
of poverty and build resilience to
these cyclic events.

Complex socio-environmental
problems can only be addressed by
integrating natural and social scienc-

es to generate multidimensional
knowledge. Only such knowledge
can guide adequate policy responses
and action to confront a crisis. In In-
dia, very few research centres are
capable of doing such work. 

Building for the future
But there are some hopeful signs.
The Principal Scienti"c Adviser to
the Government of India, one of In-
dia’s most accomplished scientists, is
playing a critical role in policy res-
ponses. Directed by the Principal
Scienti"c Adviser’s O$ce, and with
the Prime Minister’s support, there
are nine large national science mis-
sions in various stages of implemen-
tation. These include a mission in
quantum computing and another in
biodiversity and human well-being,
with an important component on
emergent infectious diseases. 

India needs substantial invest-
ments in a science directed towards
the well-being of all social sectors; a
science for realising the UN SDGs; a
science to build resilience against en-
vironmental disasters; and a science
for healing humanity’s relationship
with Nature to ward o! biodiversity
loss and mitigate climate change —
the “epidemic” that has been around
us for some time. 

A recent editorial in this newspap-
er rightly pointed out that by saving
biodiversity alone can we ensure a
sustainable future for ourselves. Yet
there are also reports about policy
decisions to kill nature — for instance,
the Karnataka government’s decision
to continue with the proposal for the
Hubballi-Ankola railway line through
the last remaining forests of the West-
ern Ghats. The scienti"c and environ-
mental considerations underlying
these decisions remain unclear.

India aspires to be a $5 trillion eco-
nomy. Such aspirations must envi-
sion a society that cherishes science
and knowledge, enshrines equity,
justice and decentralised gover-
nance, and respects our natural her-
itage. We must ensure healthcare as
an individual basic right — and Earth-
care as a collective right.

Kamal Bawa is Distinguished Professor of

Biology at the University of Massachusetts at

Boston, and President of the Bengaluru-

based ATREE. Views are personal

Ill-equipped to deal with a crisis

COVID-19 has laid bare science policy de!cits 

Kamal Bawa

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has
licensed the much-discussed drug, lithium
carbonate, for treatment of an important
form of mental illness. Some experts consid-
er the drug to be the most e!ective treat-
ment for the manic phase of manic-depres-
sive psychosis. Lithium is widely used for
that purpose elsewhere in the world, but has
not previously been licensed in the United
States because of concern over its potential
dangers. The action by the drug agency indi-
cates that its o$cers have decided the drug
is too useful to be barred any longer, despite
the fact that it must be used with caution. It
has been under study in the U.S. for at least
"ve years. It has been in use much longer
than that elsewhere in the world. The study
of lithium that is generally considered to be
the de"nitive one on the subject was com-
pleted in 1954 by Dr. Mogens Schou of Den-
mark. It was "rst reported useful against
mental illness in 1949 by Dr. J. F. J. Cade of
Australia. Manic depressive illness is consi-
dered one of the two most common forms of
serious mental illness in the U.S. The other is
schizophrenia. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 22, 1970

Use of Lithium in Mental Illness
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So, are we going to get paid to fill up at petrol pumps? 
 
No, we will not get paid for filling the petrol/diesel at pumps because: 
 
 1. there are costs to operate refineries 
 
2. Taxes on petroleum products 
 
3. It’s only the WTI futures market prices which are in negative, that too for May contracts. Brent Crude futures 
still trading positive 
 
4. The Spot Market prices are still in positive. 
 
Will India benefit from this? Yes 
 
1. Import bill falls, thus CAD falls 
 
2. Fiscal Deficit of  the govt falls if  the govt decides not to pass on the price decline to consumers. It may 
consolidate its revenues by increasing the taxes by letting the prices be, as they stand today 
 
It’s a paradoxical situation —— even if  the govt passes on the benefits to the consumer, the demand just cannot 
pickup and translate to actual benefits because of  the lockdown and low economic activity overall
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COVID-19 hospitals becom-
ing positive, the Ministry
has issued guidelines for de-
tection of such cases in non-
COVID-19 health facilities.

“The hospital infection
control committee is now
responsible for monitoring
such issues. It shall ensure
that the healthcare workers
are oriented on infection
prevention and control gui-
delines. Local health auth-
orities have to be informed
about the cases and transfer
the patients to be treated in
isolation for COVID-19. Such
patients should be masked
and only dedicated health-
care workers should attend
these cases,’’ Mr. Agarwal
said, adding, “All close con-
tacts shall be put on HCQ for
a period of 7 weeks keeping
in mind the contraindica-
tions of HCQ also”.

(With inputs from
Mohammed Iqbal)

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan has written
to the Health Departments
of all States/U.T.s to ensure
adequate availability of
blood in banks in particular,
for people in need of regular
transfusion with blood dis-
orders, Mr. Agarwal said.

“Portal ‘e-RaktKosh’
needs to be used for the
real-time status monitoring
of the current stock of each
blood group. As part of the
collaborative approach for
COVID-19 management, In-
dian Red Cross has started a
24X7 control room in Delhi
for blood services. The
numbers are: 011-23359379,
93199 82104, 93199 82105,’’
the Health Ministry said.

Addressing the problem
of hospitals getting closed as
some healthcare workers
are becoming positive and
some patients admitted for
unrelated disease in non-

ICMR asks States to 
stop using rapid tests 

and work on those statistics
in order to be better pre-
pared rather than being un-
der-prepared,” he said.

The o!cial also said the
Government of India has
now made its own tool that
is currently being used in
Maharashtra. “We are alrea-
dy in the process of carrying
out a gap analysis based on
the projections made by the
new tool,” he said.

Epicentre of outbreak
Mumbai, which has become
the epicentre of the out-
break with the highest num-
ber of cases and deaths, is
the State’s biggest concern.

Of the 5,218 cases record-
ed in Maharashtra, 66%
were in Mumbai alone. The
city also contributed to 60%
of the 251 deaths in the
State.

The decision to convert
the tertiary care Nair Hospi-
tal, attached to a medical
college, into a COVID-19 fa-
cility taking large empty
areas and converting them
in quarantine facilities have
all stemmed from anticipat-
ing the worst.

“We are preparing for the
worse as Mumbai continues
to be at the peak. The city’s
density poses a challenge,”
said a doctor who is on the
newly formed task force by
the government.

“We are taking the projec-
tions with a pinch of salt
even as we do not wish to
discard them completely.
The response of the State is
now scaled up keeping in
mind these numbers. Over-
all, the basis of using a Dou-
bling Rate of 3.8 days has
been questioned by us and
not factoring in discharge
patients and our methods of
isolating high risk patients
while drawing these projec-
tions,” said a senior Maha-
rashtra bureaucrat. 

Several models
A senior State health o!cial
told The Hindu that several
models were being used for
projections of COVID-19 cas-
es to gauge Maharashtra’s
preparedness based on
these projections.

“All the models have de-
rived varied results. Some
predicted at least a lakh cas-
es over the next few weeks
while some have predicted a
staggering explosion with
several lakh of cases,” said
the o!cial, adding that
some of the "gures seemed
exaggerated and
misleading.

“The State, as well as the
Centre, is equally puzzled.
We are all confused about
which estimate to go by. Ho-
wever, it was decided to take
a slightly higher projection

Huge spike in cases likely
in Mumbai: Central panel 

It was only at 4.30 p.m.
that members of IMCT were
able to leave the BSF head-
quarters and visit certain
areas in southern parts of
Kolkata. 

During the day, the Trina-
mool Congress leader in Lok
Sabha Sudip Bandyopad-
hyay and leader in Rajya
Sabha Derek O' Brien target-
ed the Centre on the visit of
the IMCTs.

Party leader in Rajya Sab-
ha Derek O' Brien described
the visit as “ adventure tou-
rism” and added that when
States including Bengal are
going all out in "ghting the
coronavirus, “Unfortunate-
ly, central govt. is going all
out-"ghting the States!”

“It was informed that they
have been speci"cally res-
trained from making any vi-
sits, interacting with health
professionals, and assessing
the ground level situation.
This amounts to obstructing
the implementation of the
Orders issued by the Central
Government under the Dis-
aster Management Act,
2005, and equally binding
directions of the Supreme
Court of India,” Mr. Bhalla
said.

However, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee had ex-
pressed strong objections to
the visit of central teams
and wrote a letter to the
Prime Minister calling the
development “unilateral”.

Ministerial team waits as
Centre-Bengal face o! 

Scindia pushed for induc-
tion of most of his loyalists
in the Cabinet, but the BJP
central leadership agreed to
reward only two with minis-
terial berths for the time
being.

Six of Mr. Scindia suppor-
ters, including Mr. Silawat
and Mr. Rajput, were mem-
bers of the Nath Cabinet al-
so. The three senior BJP
leaders inducted as Minis-
ters had been members of
the previous BJP govern-
ments as well.

The other Ministers who
took oath are Narottam Mis-
hra, Meena Singh and Ka-
mal Patel, all sitting BJP
MLAs.

Mr. Chouhan, who took
charge on March 23 and was
functioning as a one-man
Cabinet since then, has
sought to strike caste and re-
gional balance.

The "ve Ministers hail
from the Gwalior-Chambal,
Bundelkand, Malwa, Vindh
and Central MP regions.

According to sources, Mr.

Cong. rebels !nd place in
Madhya Pradesh Cabinet

Even as the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the lockdown to
combat it has brought the
economy to a near standstill,
the Centre has gone ahead
and set its Income Tax auth-
orities a daunting target of
collecting #13.2 lakh crore for
the "scal year ending in
March 2021.

In a correspondence to all
Principal Chief Commission-
ers of Income Tax (PCCIT)
dated April 16, the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
has spelt out zone wise tar-
gets for the collection of cor-
porate tax, personal income
tax and security transaction
tax (STT). 

The "gures, which are a
reiteration of the revenue re-
ceipt estimates spelt out by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Union
Budget presented in Febru-
ary, comrprise a corporation
tax component of #6.81 lakh
crore, personal income tax
of #6.25 lakh crore and STT
at #13,000 crore. 

“The budget target of
each cadre controlling

PCCIT has been "xed keep-
ing in view the revenue po-
tential of each region, which
is based on the weighted av-
erage growth rate of net col-
lections of last three years,
giving highest weight to the
immediately preceding
year,” the CBDT said in its let-

ter. After the budget, Reve-
nue Secretary Ajay Bhushan
Pandey had said that a bud-
geted 12% growth in tax col-
lections may look ambitious
to some but was achievable
in an economy projected to
clock a 10% nominal GDP
growth. 

However, the pandemic
has emerged as the single
biggest challenge to the eco-
nomy and the IMF earlier
this month cut its projection
for India’s annual GDP
growth in the current "scal
year to 1.9%, from an earlier
forecast for a 5.8%
expansion.

A senior income tax o!c-
er con"rmed having re-
ceived the CBDT letter with
details of zone wise targets
but declined to comment on
whether the target was
achievable. “You see the cur-
rent environment and judge
for yourself,” quipped the of-
"cial, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity. 

Several tax consultants
told The Hindu that the Re-
venue Department and the
CBDT would have little
choice than to revise down-
ward the zone wise targets
handed out to the tax bu-
reaucracy. 

“No way it can be
achieved in such a challeng-
ing environment with a va-
riety of factors like the mas-
sive hit to the economy and
massive lay-o$s of em-

ployees in the corporate sec-
tor,” a top tax expert from
Ahmedabad said, declining
to be identi"ed. 

Another expert from
Mumbai said that the perso-
nal income tax collection
would be a$ected hugely be-
cause most of the companies
had cut salaries of em-
ployees or sent the em-
ployees on furlough (leave
without pay). “All airlines,
hospitality companies and
several others have cut salar-
ies and sent the employees
on rotation basis on fur-
lough, so that will hit the tax
collections very badly,” he
added. 

An entrepreneur running
a mid-size manufacturing
unit in Ahmedabad even ex-
pressed apprehensions of
“tax terrorism” if the Minis-
try of Finance did not revise
the targets given to the "eld
o!ces of the tax depart-
ment. “I sincerely hope the
government will have a se-
cond look at the "gures, oth-
erwise "eld o!cials will go
aggressive targeting busi-
nessmen and corporates,”
he added.

CBDT sticks with Budget’s tax target
Letter sent to I-T o"cials last week reiterates personal income tax, corporation tax goals 

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sunil Arora, who
went on a personal visit to
the United States and was
scheduled to return to Del-
hi on April 4, has been
stuck in the country since
March 23 when all interna-
tional %ights were stopped.

He said that he was on
leave from March 7 and his
return was on April 4. Now,
like many others, he is
waiting for the resumption
of %ights. Election Com-
mission o!cials said Mr.
Arora had been working re-
motely. The two Election
Commissioners – Ashok La-
vasa and Sushil Chandra –
and other senior o!cials
were in touch with him.

Mr. Arora said the ECI
headquarters in Delhi, in-
cluding his own o!ce, was
operational with a skeleton
sta$. The decision of the
CEC and ECs on a 30% cut
in salary for one year to
contribute to the COVID-19
response of the govern-
ment was taken after con-
versations among the
three, he said.

CEC stuck in
U.S. due to
travel curbs
Damini Nath 

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Minority
A$airs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
on Tuesday said secularism
as an Indian value was a
“perfect passion” in the
country and not, as some as-
sumed, subject to “political
fashion”.

Mr. Naqvi’s statement, af-
ter he spoke to leaders of
Muslim groups to send out
messages of “at home” ob-
servance of the Ramzan fast-
ing, comes a day after India’s
Ambassador to the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) Pawan
Kapoor defended India’s re-
cord on secularism. 

Mr. Kapoor’s intervention
came when prominent sec-
tions of the UAE’s ruling
class took exception to divi-
sive and anti-Muslim social
media posts by Indians.

Mr. Naqvi reiterated that
constitutional, social and re-
ligious rights of all the citi-
zens, including the minori-
ties, were India’s
constitutional and moral
guarantees. 

“Traditional and profes-
sional bogus bashing bri-
gades are still active in con-
spiracy to spread

misinformation. We should
remain cautious of such evil
forces and we need to work
united to defeat their nefa-
rious misinformation propa-
ganda,” he said.

Fake news
There was need to remain
cautious of any type of fake
news and conspiracies
aimed at creating misinfor-
mation. 

“The authorities have
been working for the safety
and well-being of all citizens
of the country. Such type of
rumours and conspiracies
are a nefarious design to
weaken the "ght against co-
rona. We should work united
to win this "ght against coro-
na by defeating any type of
rumour, misinformation and
conspiracy,” he said.

“All the Muslim religious
leaders, imams, religious
and social organisations and
the Muslim community have
jointly decided to o$er
prayers and perform other
religious rituals during the
holy month of Ramzan,
which will start from 24th
April, staying inside their
home,” he said.

Ramzan strategy
More than 30 State waqf
boards had “started working
on the strategy to ensure
strict and honest implemen-
tation of the lockdown, cur-
few and social distancing
during Ramzan with the
coordination and coopera-
tion of all the Muslim reli-
gious leaders, imams, reli-
gious and social
organisations, the Muslim

community and local
administration.

The entire country had
been "ghting united against
the COVID-19 pandemic.

A decision was taken last
week during a meeting of all
the State waqf boards
through video conferencing
under the chairmanship of
Mr. Naqvi that all the boards
would ensure strict and hon-
est implementation of the
lockdown, curfew and social
distancing during Ramzan. 

Regulatory body
It is to be noted that more
than 7 lakh registered mos-
ques, eidgah, imambada,
dargah and other religious
and social institutions come
under the State waqf boards
across the country. The Cen-
tral Waqf Council is the regu-
latory body for State waqf
boards.

“In view of the challenges
of Corona pandemic, all the
religious-social activities and
mass gathering in all the
temples, gurdwaras, church-
es and other religious & so-
cial places of the country
have been stopped,” he said,
highlighting the universal
nature of such prohibitions. 

‘Secularism not subject to politics’
Naqvi says India should remain cautious of ‘conspiracy to spread misinformation’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Over a 100 families went on
self-isolation within the Pre-
sident’s Estate after one per-
son tested positive for CO-
VID-19, an o!cial release
from Rashtrapati Bhavan
said on Tuesday.

Con"rming the news to
The Hindu, the senior o!-
cial said the main Rashtra-
pati Bhavan, where Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind and
his family stay, remained
una$ected.

“It may be clari"ed that
till date no employee of Pre-
sident’s Secretariat has test-
ed positive for COVID-19 and
the Secretariat, along with
the local administration, is
taking all the preventive
measures required under
the government guidelines,”
said a press release.

The o!cial statement,
however, said that a family
member of an employee of
the President’s Secretariat
had been in touch with a
COVID-positive patient who
passed away on April 13.

“As required under the
guidelines, all the seven
members of this family were
moved to the quarantine fa-
cility at Mandir Marg on
16.04.2020. Subsequently,
one of the family members,
who was in contact with the
deceased, tested positive.

All other family members,
including the employee of
the President’s Secretariat,
have tested negative,” the
statement said.

Following guidelines
from the designated author-
ities, movement of 115 fami-
lies within the President’s
Estate has been restricted.

“The residents of these
houses are being provided
doorstep delivery of essen-
tial commodities,” the state-
ment said.

In the third week of
March, President Kovind
too decided to strictly follow
the Health Ministry’s proto-
col after one Lok Sabha
member, who was part of a
delegation of MPs from Ut-
tar Pradesh and Rajasthan
invited by President Kovind
for a breakfast meeting, an-
nounced self-quarantine on
March 19.

100 families self-isolate 
at Rashtrapati Bhavan
Movement within the Estate restricted
Special correspondent

New Delhi

Rashtrapati Bhavan

The government on Tuesday
informed the Supreme Court
that it was not possible to
evacuate stranded people
from the United States at this
stage of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, for the government,
however told a Bench led by
Justice N.V. Ramana that a re-
presentation could be made
by petitioners regarding
“speci"c vulnerable people”
to designated o!cers listed

by the Ministry of External
A$airs within the next
fortnight.

“On such a representation
being "led by the petition-
ers, the authorities con-
cerned are directed to con-
sider the same on its own

merits and take appropriate
steps to ameliorate the con-
ditions of those in the
U.S.A.,” the court ordered.

The Bench was hearing
petitions, including one "led
by senior advocate Vibha
Datta Makhija, seeking evac-
uation of vulnerable Indian
citizens from the U.S., partic-
ularly those on temporary
visas. The Centre had earlier
"led a status report setting
out steps already taken by it.
The court referred to the go-
vernment’s measures as a
“proactive approach.” 

‘Evacuation of people from
the U.S. not possible right now’
Govt. says representation can be made in speci!c cases 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Editors Guild of India
has called the action taken
by law enforcement agencies
against The Hindu journalist
Peerzada Ashiq and free-
lance photographer Masrat
Zahra an “indirect way of in-
timidating journalists across
the country.” 

The Guild has demanded
that the Union Territory ad-
ministration of Jammu and

Kashmir withdraw the charg-
es against both Mr. Ashiq
and Ms. Zahra forthwith.

Expressing shock at the
FIR "led against Mr. Ashiq
for a news story and slapping
the Unlawful Activities Pre-
vention Act against Ms. Zah-
ra for social media posts, the
Editors Guild, in a statement
here, said, “Any recourse to
such laws for merely pu-
blishing something in the
mainstream or social media

is a gross misuse of power.
Its only purpose can be to
strike terror into
journalists.”

Mere social media posts of
factual pictures can’t attract
the toughest anti-terror laws
passed for hardened terro-
rists. 

“And in the case of The
Hindu reporter, the correct
course was to escalate the
complaint to the newspap-
er’s Editor,” the Guild said.

Withdraw case against
The Hindu journalist: Guild
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
on Tuesday issued a notice
to the Director-General of
Police of Maharashtra over
a mob lynching of three
persons in Palghar district
in the presence of police
on April 16. 

Acting on a complaint,
the commission issued the
notice and sought a de-
tailed report within four
weeks. 

“The commission has
observed that the incident
is apparently indicative of
negligence by the public
servants. The death of
three persons in such a
cruel manner by the unru-
ly mob, that too during a
countrywide lockdown,
under extra vigil by the ad-
ministration and police,
amounts to gross violation
of the right to life of the vic-
tims,” a NHRC statement
said. 

“The video of the attack
went viral on April 19,
which showed that police
personnel were also pre-
sent when the victims were
being attacked,” it added. 

NHRC notice
to DGP over
Palghar case
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Centre informed the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
that the Indian Embassy in
Iran is taking care of citi-
zens stranded there, in-
cluding 860 "shermen,
due to COVID-19. However,
a Bench led by Justice N.V.
Ramana took into consid-
eration a submission made
by senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan that the
"shermen were unable to
procure supplies because
of non-payment of bills.
The court directed the
Centre to look into the grie-
vance and address it.

‘Support given
to stranded
citizens in Iran’
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Centre and the Jammu
and Kashmir administra-
tion objected in the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday to
the idea of restoring 4G
mobile Internet connectivi-
ty in the Union Territory
during the lockdown, say-
ing it would a$ect national
security.

However, petitioners
said the lack of proper ac-
cess to 4G Net was handi-
capping business, educa-
tion and health services
during the lockdown.

A Bench led by Justice
N.V. Ramana, hearing the
case through video confe-
rencing, directed the J&K
administration and the Un-
ion government to "le a
counter-a!davit spelling
out each and every reason
as to why they are averse to
restoring 4G in the Union
Territory. 

The court ordered them
to "le their response by
April 26 with further hear-
ing on April 27. 

Attorney General K.K.
Venugopal cited militancy
as a major hurdle in restor-
ing 4G in the Valley. 

Citing security,
Centre objects
to 4G in J&K
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
took to Twitter to target the
government over reports
that surplus rice stocks
would be used to make eth-
anol for hand sanitisers.
“After all, when will India’s
poor wake up? You are dy-
ing of hunger and they are
busy cleaning the hands of
the rich...,” he tweeted.

Rahul against
use of stock
for sanitisers
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI 
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COVID-19

Maharashtra reported an
identical surge of 552 new
COVID-19 cases in less than
72 hours as its tally soared
past the 5,000-mark on
Tuesday to reach 5,218 cases,
while 19 new fatalities took
the State’s death toll to 252.

The State had recorded a
spike of precisely 552 fresh
novel coronavirus cases on
Sunday as well, making both
instances the highest single-
day surge across Maharash-
tra so far. The State has re-
ported nearly 1,600 new cas-
es over a 72-hour period.

Twelve of the 19 deaths
were reported from Mumbai
city, while four fatalities
were reported from Pune
district, including one from
Pimpri-Chinchwad. Two
deaths were reported from
Thane district, while State
health o!cials "nally con-
"rmed the death of a 47-year-

old district cooperative bank
o!cial in Sangli in their med-
ical bulletin. The patient had
succumbed to acute respira-
tory failure at the Govern-
ment Medical College and
Hospital in Miraj on Sunday
evening.

“A total of 63% of the
deaths reported had high-
risk co-morbidities such as
diabetes, hypertension, asth-
ma and heart disease,” said
State Surveillance O!cer Dr.
Pradeep Awate. Despite the

rapid surge in cases, 150 pa-
tients were discharged from
hospitals on Tuesday, taking
the number of recovered cas-
es in the State to 722.

Overwhelming number
In a familiar pattern, the
overwhelming majority of
new cases (419) was reported
from Mumbai alone, as the
city’s tally shot to 3,451 cases
with 151 deaths. Pune district
witnessed another bout of
fresh cases, reporting as ma-

ny as 53 cases to take the dis-
trict’s tally to 726, with 51 be-
ing reported from
Pimpri-Chinchwad. The dis-
trict’s death toll stands at 55,
with two fatalities being re-
ported from Pimpri-Chinch-
wad. According to Pimpri-
Chinchwad Municipal Cor-
poration Commissioner
Shravan Hardikar, no fresh
case has been reported in
the past 48 hours. The se-
cond death reported from
Pimpri-Chinchwad was of a

62-year-old wife of an ex-Ar-
my jawan. 

A glimmer of hope amid
the State’s relentless rise in
cases was the fact that no
new cases were reported
from Latur, Osmanabad,
Washim and Hingoli districts
in Maharashtra’s rural
hinterland.

“Currently, 93,569 people
across the State are in home
quarantine and 7,808 per-
sons in institutional quaran-
tine,” said Dr. Awate.

Maharashtra records 552 fresh cases
Tally touches
5,218; 19 deaths
take toll to 252

Special correspondent

Pune 

Strict enforcement: Police personnel deployed near
Gokhale Nagar in Powai, Mumbai. * MUKESH TRIVEDI

Punjab sees 6 new cases
as tally mounts to 251
CHANDIGARH

Punjab on Tuesday reported
six fresh COVID-19 cases,
taking the total tally to 251,
according to an official
statement. The State Health
Department said five new
patients were from Patiala
while one was from SAS
Nagar district. Till April 20,
Punjab has seen 16 COVID-19
deaths. As many as 51
patients have recovered, it
added. In Haryana, four fresh
cases surfaced on Monday,
taking the total tally to 255,
according to a Health
Department statement.

IN BRIEF

Policeman forced to
do sit-ups in Bihar
PATNA

The State government on
Tuesday ordered a probe into
a clip that went viral on social
media that showed a
policeman doing sit-ups
before another official. In the
video clip, Ganesh Lal Tatma
is seen doing sit-ups and
apologising with folded
hands before Araria District
Agriculture Officer Manoj
Kumar. Mr. Tatma had
allegedly enraged the officer
by stopping the latter’s
vehicle and asking for a
vehicle pass. He was asked to
do 50 sit-ups while someone
filmed it. Officials said the
incident would be probed and
action would be taken. 

Martyr status for officials
who died of virus: CM
BHUBANESWAR 

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Tuesday
announced that the martyr
status would be accorded to
all health personnel and other
support services who lost
their lives fighting COVID-19.
They would be given a State
funeral with honours. “We
propose to recognise the
valiant work being done by
our COVID warriors,” said Mr.
Patnaik. “The State, in
convergence with the
Government of India
initiative, will ensure that !50
lakh is given to all health
personnel [private and
public] and members of other
support services who lose
their lives in the fight against
COVID-19,” he said. 

Toll rises to 15 in West
Bengal, 274 active cases
KOLKATA

As the West Bengal
government confirmed three
more deaths due to COVID-19
on Tuesday, taking the the
toll in the State to 15, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
visited several parts of
Kolkata along with senior
officials of the police, urging
residents not to leave their
homes. Chief Secretary Rajiva
Sinha said, “The number of
active cases in the State has
increased to 274 with 29
cases recorded in the past 24
hours.” He also said the State
has significantly increased the
number of samples being
tested.

Naval authorities in Mumbai
feel that the number of CO-
VID-19 cases among sailors is
only going to increase as the
test results of several Indian
Navy personnel at INS Angre
is expected any time. 

INS Angre is the shore-
based logistics and adminis-
trative support establish-
ment of the Western Naval
Command. 

Located at Kala Ghoda in
south Mumbai, it is the base
depot ship for the Com-
mand. 

O!cials said that after a
thorough scrutiny, authori-
ties have identi"ed the
source of the virus spread.
The source of the contagion
is now known to be a 55-
year-old ex-serviceman liv-
ing in Navy Nagar. 

“The ex-serviceman, who
tested positive in early April,
had come into contact with a
foreign-returned civilian in

March. One sailor at INS
Angre had met this ex-servi-
ceman. He tested positive on
April 7. From him, the virus
spread to 26 other sailors,”
the o!cial said. 

Given that the sailors live
in barracks and consume
food at a mess, the number
of cases is expected to rise.
Many sailors have been test-
ed and the results are
awaited.

There has so far not been
a single COVID-19 case on
board any ship, submarine
or air station of the Indian
Navy. 

Aggressive testing
“The detection of the coro-
navirus cases is a result of
meticulous contact tracing
and aggressive screening/
testing carried out by the
Western Naval Command af-
ter one sailor tested positive
on April 7. All these sailors
continue to remain asymp-
tomatic and are being moni-

tored at the naval hospital
INHS Asvini, under the care
of the best medical profes-
sionals,” Indian Navy spo-
kesperson Commander Me-
hul Karnik said. 

Unit sealed
Since the sailor tested posi-
tive, the entire unit has been
sealed o#. The INS Angre
now has a skeletal crew.
“Containment zones and
bu#er areas have been desig-
nated and frequent disinfec-
tion continues to be carried
out as per protocol to con-
tain the spread by breaking
the chain of transmission,”
Commander Karnil said.

All other areas within the
Naval premises have been
under strict lockdown, and
stringent quarantine and sa-
fety protocols have been en-
forced for personnel and
their families, with door-to-
door screening being under-
taken for identi"cation of
cases, if any.

Navy anticipates a rise in cases
among sailors in Mumbai
‘Containment zones and bu!er areas have been designated’

special correspondent

Mumbai

The COVID-19 death toll in
U.P. hit 21 on Tuesday with
three cases, two in Morada-
bad and one in Aligarh, as
per the UP Directorate of
Health Services.

The number of positive
cases also climbed to 1,337
with 153 new ones in the last
24 hours. The highest rise
was recorded in Agra (65)
and Rae Bareli (33), while
Kanpur and Moradabad
each reported 15 since Mon-
day. 

Previously negative
The fresh cases included 33
from Rae Bareli where per-
sons kept under quarantine
who had tested negative ear-
lier now tested positive.

Speaking about this at a
press brie"ng here, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary,
Home Department, Awan-
ish Awasthi said, “[We] got
the bene"t of keeping peo-
ple under quarantine as
precaution.”

Mr. Awasthi, however, did
not provide details.

With 306 positive cases
and six deaths, Agra conti-
nues to be the worst-a#ect-
ed district in the State so far
while Lucknow is in the se-
cond place with 169 cases.

The cases have been re-
ported in 53 of the 75 dis-
tricts. 

Ten have been declared
“corona-free”. 

Samples tested
The State has so far sent
37,933 samples for testing. 

With 1,154 active cases
and after experimenting
with pool testing at the King
George’s Medical University
here, the government has
now also started it at the
LLRM Medical College in
Meerut and plans to have it
in the SGPGI Lucknow too.

Number of cases climbs to 1,337

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW

Helping hands: Volunteers
serving food to those in
need in U.P. on Tuesday. * PTI

Death toll in U.P.
increases to 21

Novel coronavirus infections
continued unabated in Guja-
rat, adding 239 cases and 19
deaths on Tuesday, bringing
the State to the second posi-
tion in both the number of
cases (2,178) and deaths (90),
after neighbouring Maha-
rashtra. 

On Tuesday, as many as 15
deaths were recorded in Ah-
medabad alone, which is the
single largest cluster with
1,373 cases and 53 deaths so
far, two in Surat, and one
each in Bharuch and Bhav-
nagar. 

Only eight patients were
discharged from the State af-
ter recovery, suggesting that
the recovery rate is very
slow, while new cases and
casualties are surging. So far,
only 139 patients have reco-
vered and been discharged
from hospitals. 

The pandemic has now
spread to as many as 28 out
of 33 districts in the State. 

According to the Health
Department’s data, as of
Tuesday, there were 14 criti-
cally ill COVID-19 patients on

ventilator support, while
1,935 are stable. 

The State has so far tested
36,829 samples. Fourteen
government laboratories
and four private labs have
been approved for carrying
out tests by the Indian Coun-
cil for Medical Research. 

“The State has been wit-
nessing a spike in infections
and deaths, both extremely
worrisome factors for Maha-
rashtra,” a State government
o!cial told The Hindu. He
added that the situation is

worsening in Ahmedabad
and to some extent in Surat,
the largest cities in the State. 

Expand capacity
To deal with the surge in cas-
es, the Ahmedabad Munici-
pal Corporation has now de-
cided to expand the capacity
of its main S.P.V. Hospital
from 500 beds to 1,000
beds, while it has also creat-
ed a 2,000-bed COVID-19
care centre at the University
hostel campus, where pa-
tients with mild symptoms

are treated, whereas serious
patients are admitted in the
SPV Hospital. In Surat, so far,
347 cases have been report-
ed, alongside 12 casualties. 

Meanwhile, in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic
spreading to more areas of
the State, the government
has roped in "ve senior IAS
o!cers and rushed them to
various districts to oversee
arrangements, and monitor
how the local authorities are
dealing with the evolving
epidemic.

Gujarat sees 239 new cases, 19 deaths 
Only eight patients discharged after recovery, suggesting slow recovery rate

Keeping a check: Border Security Force personnel on a patrol in the Behrampur area of
Gujarat’s capital Ahmedabad. * AFP

special correspondent

AHMEDABAD

A 59-year-old in charge of a
police station in Ujjain died
of COVID-19 on Tuesday
morning while undergoing
treatment at a hospital. 

“He had contracted the
illness during the course of
his duty,” said A.G. Sinha,
Ujjain Chief Medical and
Health O!cer. She added
that the inspector was
posted at the Neelganga
station, which fell under
one of the containment
area where infected cases
had been reported. 

The o!cial, who died at
5.10 a.m. on Tuesday, was
admitted to a private hospi-
tal in Indore 10 days ago in
a serious condition. “He
had bilateral pneumonia
and di!culty in breathing.
Despite continuous treat-
ment, he didn’t show im-
provement,” said Vinod
Bhandari, a doctor who
oversaw his treatment. 

Towards the end, he was
put on a ventilator. “Des-
pite all e#orts we couldn’t
save him,” said Dr. Bhanda-
ri. 

Police o!cial
dies of virus 
in Ujjain 
Staff reporter

Bhopal

Dharavi reported 12 new
COVID-19 positive cases on
Tuesday, bringing the total
number of cases in the area
to 180 so far. It also reported
its 12th death, that of a
62-year-old man from
Mukund Nagar.

In Asia’s largest slum that
saw its "rst positive case on
April 1, the number of cases
have increased by leaps and
bounds, reaching 180

positive cases within three
weeks. The majority of these
180 cases are concentrated
in "ve areas of Dharavi,
including Kalyanwadi (44),
Muslim Nagar and Madina
Nagar (23), Mukund Nagar
(27), Social Nagar (13) and
Dr. Baliga Nagar (6). About
83 cases were found during
fever screening. On
Tuesday, Dharavi reported
12 new cases, including "ve
from Rajiv Gandhi Nagar
and four from Muslim Nagar. 

12 new cases in Dharavi
Staff Reporter

Mumbai
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COVID-19

Can a drug used to treat sev-
ere sepsis be deployed for
critically ill COVID-19 pa-
tients? 

Sepsivac, a drug jointly
developed by the Ahmeda-
bad-based Cadilla Pharma-
ceuticals and the Council for
Scienti!c and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR), will be tested
in 50 COVID-19 patients at
the All-India Institute of
Medical Sciences in Delhi
and Bhopal, and Post Grad-
uate Institute of Medical
Education and Research,
Chandigarh.

Results from a human
trial are expected in the next
two months, Ram Vishwa-
karma, Director, Indian In-
stitute of Integrative Medi-
cine, Jammu, told The
Hindu. IIIM is a CSIR labora-
tory and was involved in the
early development of
Sepsivac.

Sepsivac was originally
developed for treating sepsis
by a class of pathogens
called gram negative bacte-

ria, that are known to cause
life-threatening infections.
Given the similarities in the
immune-system response in
critically ill COVID-19 pa-
tients, it is theorised, the
therapy could stimulate a
benign response.

A large quantity of cyto-
kines, chemicals signalling
the presence of an infection,
are produced in the early
stages of the body’s res-
ponse against an infection to
stimulate the production of
antibodies.

However, cytokines also

cause in"ammation of or-
gans and can be counter-
productive in protecting the
body. 

Keeping them in check is
the goal of so called immu-
no-modulators, or medi-
cines like Sepsivac.

“The advantage is that we
have a ready made product
and can be put into trials.
We already have an approval
for phase-3 [large trials] and
can be scaled up if it shows
promise,” Dr. Vishwakarma
added.

The drug uses the Myco-
bacterium w (formally
known as mycobacterium
indicus pranii) as it produces
a di#erent immune-system
response. 

Previous randomised
trials in sepsis patients
showed 11% absolute reduc-
tion and 55.5% relative re-
duction in mortality. 

Sepsivac reduces the days
on ventilator, in ICU and
hospital and incidence of se-
condary infection, Cadilla
Pharmaceuticals have
claimed on their website.

Drug for sepsis to be
tested for COVID-19 
It will be administered to 50 patients at AIIMS and PGIMER
Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

Race for cure: Existing drugs
are being used in trials to
!ght COVID-19. 

Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan on Tuesday
launched the ‘COVID India
Seva’, an interactive plat-
form to establish a direct
channel of communication
during the pandemic.

The initiative is aimed at
enabling transparent e-go-
vernance delivery in real-
time and answering citizen
queries swiftly, at scale, es-
pecially in crisis situations

like the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, an o$cial state-
ment said.

Through this, people can
pose queries @CovidIndia-
Seva and get answers in al-
most real time.

The @CovidIndiaSeva
works o# a dashboard at the
backend that helps process
large volumes of tweets,
converts them into resolva-
ble tickets and assigns them
to the relevant authority for
real-time resolution, the

statement said.
“Trained experts will

share authoritative public
health information swiftly at
scale, helping to build a di-
rect channel for communi-
cation with citizens,” the Mi-
nister said in a tweet.

Over time, Twitter has
proved to be an essential ser-
vice for both the govern-
ment and citizens to interact
and exchange information,
especially in times of need,”
Mr. Vardhan said.

People can pose queries and get answers on Twitter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi 

@CovidIndiaSeva launched 

The story so far: Prices of
West Texas Intermediate
(WTI), the American bench-
mark for crude oil, fell to less
than zero in Monday’s trade.
The price of a barrel of WTI
fell to minus, yes, that’s
right, minus $37.63 a barrel.
What this means is that sell-
ers have to pay buyers to get
rid of their crude! This is un-
precedented in the oil mar-
ket, even accounting for its
notoriety for being volatile.

Why did prices fall like this?

We need to understand a bit
of oil market and trading dy-
namics here. WTI oil is trad-
ed as futures contracts in the
NYMEX (New York Mercan-
tile Exchange) where traders
buy and sell monthly futures
such as, for instance, May fu-
tures, June futures and so
on. The sellers of such fu-
tures will have to deliver a
barrel of crude oil at the con-
tracted price in the contract-
ed month just as buyers will
have to take delivery at the
contracted date.

As with all trading in com-
modities, there’s a huge
speculative participation in
oil futures trading too. So
speculators buy and sell con-
tracts with no intention of
taking delivery (in the case
of buyers) or o#ering deliv-
ery (in the case of sellers) of
the physical oil, on the con-
tracted date. These specula-
tors have to unwind their
“positions” on the contract
expiry date. If they fail to do
so, they will have to take
physical delivery of the
crude oil on the contracted
date.

What happened on Mon-
day was that speculators
who had taken large bets on
May futures began to un-
wind their “positions”. This
was because the futures con-
tracts are set to expire today,
Tuesday. Those not intend-
ing to take physical delivery
have to square o# their con-
tracts before the expiry date.

So, speculators who did not
want to take delivery in May
proceeded to unwind their
“positions,” leading to the
massive fall in prices. 

It could be that these were
!nancial speculators who
never take physical delivery
and hence closed their con-
tracts. Or, these could also
be delivery-based traders
backing out as the bottom
has fallen o# demand for oil.
In reality, it would be a com-
bination of both categories
of traders. The bottomline,
though, is that prices fell as
demand for oil is falling and
the world, especially Ameri-
ca, is running out of storage
space.

May WTI futures prices
went negative but June
futures prices are still at
$20.43 a barrel. Why?

This could be due to two rea-
sons. Traders expect de-
mand to recover by June as
lockdowns are lifted across
the world and economic ac-
tivity resumes. Second, trad-
ers also expect that storage
space may be created as ex-
isting inventory is drawn
down. America is also talk-
ing of adding to their strateg-
ic storage by taking advan-
tage of the low prices. This
could create demand for oil.
Finally, contract expiry for
June contracts is still a few
weeks away, giving specula-
tors that much more time to
speculate.

Market reports talk about

contango trades in the oil
market. What do they
mean?

Simply put, contango kicks
in when prices of a commod-
ity in the futures market are
considerably higher for de-
liveries many months later,
compared to prices for im-
mediate delivery. For in-
stance, while May oil futures
are negative and June is at
$20.43 a barrel, November
futures for the same grade of
oil ended at a hefty $31.66 a
barrel on Monday. Contango
trades happen when traders
anticipate a surge or rise in
demand and value the com-
modity higher for the future.

So, why can’t traders buy
cheap oil now and store
them for release in future
when demand and prices
rise?

That’s exactly what traders
are now doing. Such a prac-
tice became famous during
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in
1990 when a trader took
massive positions at cheap
prices ahead of the invasion
and sold them when prices
rose after the invasion. Oil
was stored in tankers "oat-
ing on the sea and unloaded
at considerably higher pric-
es. Traders are doing the
same now. Year-long hiring
contracts for VLCC (very
large crude carriers) that can
store up to 2 million barrels
of oil are soaring through the
roof. According to a report in
the Wall Street Journal,
VLCC hiring charges for
year-long contracts are now
at $72,500 a day, compared
to $30,500 a day a year ago. 

The prices of Brent grade
are still at $20.58 a barrel
for May futures. What’s the
reason for the di!erence?

Brent oil has traditionally qu-
oted higher than WTI with
the gulf being about $6-7 a
barrel between the two.
Brent is a superior grade
produced in the North Sea

o# the British coast and is
the accepted benchmark for
this part of the world. The
market that it serves is con-
siderably larger than that of
the United States and de-
mand is, therefore, higher.
Transporting oil from the
U.S. to Asia is not economi-
cal thus limiting the scope
for the WTI grade. Re!neries
in Europe are con!gured for
Brent rather than WTI. Pric-
es of Brent are therefore al-
ways higher than that of
WTI. Importantly, unlike
WTI futures on NYMEX,
Brent futures traded in Lon-
don can be settled by cash
when the contract expires.
In other words, a trader who
has bought oil for May deliv-
ery is not forced to take
physical delivery of the oil
but can settle the contract in
cash. This big di#erence bet-
ween WTI and Brent has en-
sured that Brent futures will
not crash like that of WTI.

How is India bene"ting from
this price crash?

In two ways. First, the oil im-
port bill will fall sharply this
!scal year, giving tremen-
dous relief to the govern-
ment on the external ac-
count front. With
merchandise exports from
India badly hit due to the
lockdown in the West, fo-
reign exchange earnings are
under pressure. With oil
prices falling and foreign ex-
change outgo reducing, the
pressure on the current ac-
count balance is o#. In fact,
we may be looking at a posi-
tive balance in the current
account if global economic
recovery is quick and our ex-
ports recover. Second, India
is quietly building up its stra-
tegic reserves, taking advan-
tage of the cheap prices. In-
dia has a capacity to hold
over 39 million barrels of oil
at its strategic reserves in Vi-
sakhapatnam, Mangalore
and Padur, near Udupi.
These are underground salt
caverns converted and built
to store crude oil. 

Why are oil prices in negative terrain? 
Sellers have to pay buyers to get rid of their crude, an unprecedented situation
Raghuvir Srinivasan

BACKGROUNDER 

A 58-year-old sta# member
at the Lok Sabha secreta-
riat has tested positive for
COVID-19. He works as a
housekeeper and is posted
at the printing branch out-
side the Lok Sabha com-
plex. O$cial sources said
he had been at home ever
since the House was ad-
journed on March 23 dur-
ing the Budget session. He
developed high fever on
Friday night. He tested pos-
itive on Monday. 

O$cials at the Lok Sab-
ha secretariat said that
since none of the 3,000
sta# at the Parliament com-
plex came in touch with
the patient, there is no
question of testing or shut-
ting down the o$ces. 

LS secretariat
sta! member
tests positive 
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Caregivers for senior citi-
zens, prepaid mobile re-
charging and some urban
food processing units are
among the activities exempt-
ed from lockdown restric-
tions, according to a clari!-
cation issued by the Home
Ministry on Tuesday.

In a letter to the Chief Se-
cretaries, Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla said queries had
been received regarding
some of the exempted cate-
gories listed in the guide-
lines issued last week. The
States were asked to inform
district authorities and !eld
agencies about these
clari!cations.

The letter said bedside at-
tendants and caregivers of
senior citizens residing in
their homes would be ex-
empted under the social sec-
tor clause of the previous
guidelines.

Recharge facilities for pre-
paid mobile connections
would be exempted under
the public utilities clause,
said Mr. Bhalla.

Under the supply of es-
sential goods category, cer-
tain food processing units lo-
cated in urban areas such as
bread factories, milk pro-
cessing plants, "our and dal
mills would also be exempt-
ed. All types of rural food
processing plants are alrea-
dy exempted.

All these exemptions have
been permitted so long as
the standard operating pro-
cedure for social distancing
and sanitation are followed,
in accordance with the pre-
vious guidelines.

Exemptions given to caregivers,
some food processing units 
Recharge facilities for prepaid mobile connections can open

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

In touch: Prepaid mobile
phone recharge facilities
have been exempted. 

Parliament control room
for migrant workers
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Tuesday said a control
room would be set up in
Parliament to connect with
similar control rooms in the
Assemblies for coordination
in helping migrant labourers
and students stranded due to
the lockdown. Mr. Birla was
speaking after chairing a
video conference of the
Presiding Officers of State
Legislatures.

IN BRIEF

Centre to conduct
telephone survey
NEW DELHI

The Centre will conduct a
telephonic survey on
COVID-19, calling up citizens
on their mobile phones to
obtain feedback on the
prevalence and distribution of
symptoms.
“This is to be carried out by
NIC and calls will come from
the number 1921,” a release
said on Tuesday. “Please be
aware of any other calls by
pranksters or calls from any
other number in the guise of
such survey,” the release
added.

CPCB issues guidelines
for COVID waste 
NEW DELHI

Using double-layered bags,
mandatory labelling and
colour coded bins for the
management of waste
generated during the
diagnostics and treatment of
suspected and confirmed
COVID-19 patients are part of
the guidelines issued by the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). The Board said
specific guidelines are
required to be followed by all
including isolation wards,
quarantine centres, sample
collection centres,
laboratories, ULBs and
common biomedical waste
treatment and disposal
facilities, in addition to the
existing practices. 

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day asked the Centre to take
steps as it deems !t to re-
solve “issues” raised by acti-
vist Harsh Mander concern-
ing migrant workers, which
include lack of basic ameni-
ties and payment of mini-
mum wages.

A Bench led by Justice N.V.
Ramana observed in a two-
page order that “taking into
consideration the material
placed before us, we call
upon the respondent, Union
of India, to look into such
material and take such steps
as it !nds !t to resolve the is-
sues raised in the petition
[by Mr. Mander].”

The petition, represented
by advocate Prashant Bhush-
an, had sought the Centre
and the States to jointly and
severally ensure payments of

wages/minimum wages to
migrant workers within a
week.

Mr. Bhushan, in the hear-
ing held through videoconfe-
rencing, submitted that des-
pite governmental
measures, thousands of la-
bourers still lack access to
basic amenities. 

He further argued that

studies conducted by NGOs
indicate that there were sev-
eral areas where the aid was
not reaching to migrant
workers.

On the contrary, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta re-
ferred to a status report !led
by the Union Home Ministry
to submit that measures
were in place to address the

issues concerning migrant
workers. He said helpline
numbers had been provided
to report issues concerning
the implementation at the
ground level.

He submitted that the
authorities will address the
issues immediately in case a
complaint is made on the
helpline. Direct bene!t
transfer schemes were alrea-
dy in place, he said.

At one point, Mr. Mehta
asked why the petitioners,
instead of !ling petitions, are
not helping to better the con-
ditions of the workers.

Mr. Bhushan replied that
the petitioner has already
volunteered and helped, but
cannot be expected to feed
15 lakh people. He quoted
from a study to say 89% of
the surveyed people have
not received payments since
the lockdown was imposed.

Address daily wagers’ problems: SC 
Court asks Centre to look into plea submitted by activist Harsh Mander

Families under strain: Most migrant labourers have not
received any wages during the lockdown. * V. RAJU

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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COVID-19

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12915 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

Temples like Srirangam and the Varadaraja temple in Kan-
chi are governed by the Pancharatra agama. P.T. Seshadri
elaborated on the meaning of Pancharatra in a discourse. Sri
Prasna Samiuta, says ratra denotes ajnana, and pancha de-
notes that which destroys ajnana. Lord Narayana has !ve
forms — Para, vyuha, vibhava, antaryami and archa — and
hence the name Pancharatra. 

Whatever bene!ts you get through the Vedas, Vedanta,
Puranas, Sankhya and yoga sastra, you get easily through
the Pancharatra. So, the name Pancharatra is justi!ed, says
Paushkara Samhita. Ratra also means jnana. Jnana is of !ve
types, and this is called artha panchakam. These !ve are
dealt with in Pancharatra texts, which talk of Bhagavath
swarupa, jiva swarupa, the means to reach Him, the hurdles
in the path, and Purushartham (what you obtain by reach-
ing Him). Narada Samhita has another interpretation of the
word Pancharatra. Karmendriyas are !ve in number, and so
are the jnanendriyas. There are also !ve elements. The kar-
mendriyas, jnananendriyas and elements are fundamental
to life on earth. The sabda ‘ra’ means adhara, or that which
sustains. The word ‘atra’ means to save. Since the Panchara-
tra saves us from all these things that lead to repeated births
and deaths, it is called Pancharatra. This is the de!nition gi-
ven by Viswamitra Samhita. 

Ahirbuddhnya Samhita says the qualities of the !ve forms
of Vishnu are described in the Pancharatra agamas, and that
is why they are so called. Markandeya Samhita says that
since the Pancharatra agama was narrated by Lord Naraya-
na to Brahma over a period of !ve nights, it is called Pancha-
ratra. Alavandar wrote a work called Agama Pramanyaand
Vedanta Desika wrote a work called Pancharatra Raksha. 

FAITH

Pancharatra de!ned + 12916
(set by Avtaar)

! ACROSS

1 Central Asian king, attacking zealously, accidentally killed his leaders

(6)

5 Plan to achieve set targets before the end of February (8)

9 Hue and cry in dance party by software company after !nal leg of

samba is cancelled (8)

10 Auditory obstruction from blocking a red and white abscess on the

left (6)

11 “Holmes vs Moriarty”, say, is distributed mostly with tablets on

Firefox’s portals (6,2,4)

13 Bottom turned over by fellow (4)

14 Lead indicator of a second referendum in UK, perhaps? (4,4)

17 Tale about this Asian capital is interminable (8)

18 Even you speak almost completely in Urdu (2,2)

20 Thrashing black and blue after record goes missing? (8,4)

23 Lean, urbane dude stripped when dancing for a song in the morning

(6)

24 During fall, man on board is minting money (6,2)

25 Switching of sides by leader of anti-national movement leads to a

number of issues (8)

26 Contradict note about tips in yoga, for instance (6)

! DOWN
2 Congress follower is arrested by Delhi’s political heads promptly

(1,1,1,1)

3 Engineer built dam across island without any preparation (2,7)

4 One part of an orchestra played this amazing hit originally (2-4)

5 Must call about Ethiopia’s leader having issues and not playing ball

(11,4)

6 The art of prose revealed in Herriot novel about dogs (8)

7 Concede !ght after the point is docked (5)

8 Soldiers unwilling to accept worker — one overweight, extremely

slow and not seen for ages (5,5)

12 Centre of English Royals, originally (10)

15 Expectation from two articles put out by President Reagan and the

First Lady in 1987 (9)

16 Hamlet, for one, is another complex, absorbing character before

Juliet (8)

19 Needle from Spooner’s !sh basket (6)

21 “Hasn’t” is wrongly used for “Won't” (5)

22 A national park raised capital (4)

SCAN TO PLAY 
Feeling down in lockdown? 

Get across to our Crossword site.
@ https://crossword.thehindu.com
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Vipul Mathur, faculty, Economic Group, Indian Institute of
Management-Calcutta, has come up with a formula for exit-
ing the COVID-19 lockdown based on a “contact intensity
principle of employees”, which is being widely discussed. Ex-
cerpts from an interview.

In your paper, you have
spoken of the proximity
model for assessing
economic activity in order
to make a staggered exit
from the lockdown. Please
explain. 

! Now, there are many ways
to slice the question of exit
strategy. One of the !rst
things that immediately
come to the mind is to identi-
fy the geographical hotspots
of infections. Districts that
have a higher proportion of
cases should perhaps conti-
nue in a longer lockdown re-
lative to districts which have
a much lower proportion of
infected cases. 

Now, this approach largely
makes sense but it is an in-
complete idea. Let me elabo-
rate. Imagine two districts, A
and B, which are almost
identical in every dimension
but are radically di"erent in
two aspects: !rst, district A
has a far higher number of
infected cases than district B
and second, every person in

district A has to go to an of-
!ce but can accomplish his
job without interacting with
anyone whereas in district B,
everyone still has to go to an
o#ce but is required to work
in teams in a face-to-face in-
teraction setting. 

Now if one were to only
consider the infections data,
it would make sense to keep
district A in a longer lock-
down and allow the lock-
down to be lifted in district
B. But what would ensue af-
ter the lockdown is lifted in
district B? Since people in
district B work in a face-to-
face setting, they have to nat-
urally interact with each oth-
er, and therefore, the origi-
nally asymptomatic persons
can likely infect their respec-
tive team members. And
soon enough, the sympto-
matic infected cases would
exponentially increase in dis-
trict B, forcing it go into lock-
down once again. 

Eventually, the economy
gets shut down in both the
districts and also there are

more casualties in district B. 
Now imagine if a counter-

intuitive policy was enacted:
if instead of district B, the
lockdown was lifted in dis-
trict A. Then people in Dis-
trict A would have gone to
the o#ces and got the jobs
done, and yet the infected
cases would have stayed
roughly the same as before
because people in District A
don’t have to interact with
anyone else to perform their
respective jobs. The econo-
my would be up and running
in District A without the
number of casualties in-
creasing in either of the dis-
tricts. 

Clearly, the original poli-
cy, which was arrived at by
only considering the infect-
ed cases, leads to a worse sit-
uation than what the two dis-
tricts started with. 

There is an important
message here: by only consi-
dering the infection data and
without considering the ex-
tent of economic interac-
tions, the lockdown policy
can lead to contradictory
outcomes! 

So what’s the way out? 

! Now, the actual economy
we live in is somewhere in
between the hypothetical

cases of districts A and B and
this economy is composed of
myriad of activities. Every
such economic activity is dif-
ferent in terms of the fre-
quency with which one has
to interact with other eco-
nomic agents, especially in a
face-to-face setting: a bar-
ber’s occupation involves
more contact relative to say,
a mathematician. 

Of course, in our daily
lives we depend not only on
our interactions with bar-
bers and mathematicians but
also everything in between. I
have attempted to quantify
the extent of all such eco-
nomic interactions — formal-
ly referred to as economic
contact intensity — at the le-

vel of the district and eco-
nomic sector by using !rm-
level data of the entire un-
iverse of Indian !rms. I
identify pockets which have
lower economic contact in-
tensity and, all else being
equal, can be preferred to
have a relatively lower lock-
down. 

How many districts have low
proximity business? 

! I have assessed this via the
data provided by the CMIE
(Centre for Monitoring In-
dian Economy). On that ba-
sis, district level distribution
is relatively more compact
than the economy sector-
wise distribution, naturally
because a typical district
contact intensity is an aggre-
gation over a diversi!ed set
of economy sectors. Howev-
er, there are some 85 dis-
tricts which can be classi!ed
to have a very low contact in-
tensity, whereas some 40
districts are really high con-
tact intensity environment.
The rest have a combination,
and have to be nuanced. 

Which sectors have low
proximity business? 

! Sectors such as forestry,
!shing, heavy machinery,

machine tools, !nance, insu-
rance, business services and
consultancy, telecommuni-
cations, IT, electricity, gas
and water supply are of rela-
tively lower contact intensi-
ty. 

Sectors such as education,
banking, while being mid-to-
high contact intensive, can
be remodelled to a work-
from-environment and the-
refore can be operated with a
low contact intensity. 

How to turn around small
businesses like hair salons
and restaurants?

! The data tells us that small
businesses have hugely va-
riable proximity numbers.
Businesses such as travel
agents, photographers, food
and beverages, personal care
services and restaurants
have high contact intensive
businesses. 

Certain other businesses
like gems and jewellery, bak-
ery products, computer pe-
ripherals and poultry are
low-to-mid contact intensive.
The small businesses have to
obey the usual protocols of
temperature check, masks. 

Are the real estate,
commercial and housing
sectors dead?

! Construction is an impor-
tant employment generator
but is also a mid-to-high con-
tact intensity sector. It also
relies heavily on allied sec-
tors such as transportation,
which are also high intensity.
So, there is a multiplier e"ect
here and that makes it a real-
ly tricky sector. We might
have to keep the lid on it for a
relatively longer period of
time, and until then, the
!rms in construction will
have to be supported
through extension of the mo-
ratorium period and workers
will have to supported by
pure and simple cash transf-
ers. 

Fiscal transfers, which
would redistribute resources
from low contact intensity
pockets to high intensity
pockets, can be instituted to
even out the asymmetric
cost implications. 

Malls and retail — how do
you see their future? 

! Unfortunately, we will
have to be very careful with
the malls, merchandise
stores and large-scale retail
outlets. The crux of their bu-
siness depends upon the
footfall, which makes these
sectors highly contact inten-
sive. I think this is where

technology will have to step
in. The local malls will have
to transpose themselves to a
virtual space where the con-
sumers can shop in. 

Instead of the consumers
converging at a mall, the
mall will have to diverge to
the consumers. That is the
only way to dilute the con-
tact intensity. 

Contact intensity cannot be
the only variable for
opening up the economy,
however.

! I think of the exit plan for
lockdown as a number lock
which has multiple digits
that have to be cued in. The
lock gets opened only
through the right combina-
tion of the digit keys, each
set at their respective opti-
mum value or cut-o". 

The usual standard keys
we know of, are indicators
such as infection rate, popu-
lation density, output share,
per capita income, etc. The
novel digit that I attempt to
add to this list, is that of eco-
nomic contact intensity that
re$ects the extent of proxim-
ity that is required to per-
form a job. 

When set right in conjunc-
tion with other keys, the
magic may indeed happen.

INTERVIEW | VIPUL MATHUR 

‘Pockets with lower contact intensity can have relatively shorter lockdown’
A policy that only looks at infection data without considering the extent of economic interaction can lead to contradictory outcomes, says faculty member of IIM-C
Nistula Hebbar

<> I think of the exit
plan as a number
lock which has
multiple digits that
have to be cued in 

In the deepest villages of
south Chattisgarh, partly
dominated by the outlawed
Communist Party of India-
Maoist (CPI-Maoist), the peo-
ple have adopted a plan to
resist COVID-19. 

They have set up makesh-
ift check posts and are not
letting outsiders into the vil-
lage. Instead, they are ar-
ranging to quarantine the
“outsiders” — local residents
who went out to work — on
the periphery of the village. 

The umbrella organisa-
tion of the tribals, Sarva Adi-
vasi Samaj (SAS), is in the fo-
refront of the initiative and
Maoists are cooperating ac-
tively. Not one case of coro-
navirus infection has been
reported from the Bastar di-
vision that has a population
of about three million.

At this time of the year,
thousands from the districts
of the Bastar Division walk
all the way to the Telangana
or Andhra Pradesh border to
pluck chilli. 

Following the lockdown,
“hundreds returned to their
village,” said the vice-presi-
dent of SAS in Bastar Divi-
sion, Dhiraj Rada.

The tribals kept the out-
siders away from the village
without being hostile.

“In the forest, under a ba-
nyan tree, in a school or An-

ganwadi (rural children’s
day care), the villagers set up
a shack to house their re-
turning friends and family
members. Ration is provided
during the quarantine pe-
riod,” said Mr. Rada. 

Check posts have been set

up to keep them on the peri-
phery of the forest villages.
Police posts are on the main
road.

“Trainings are conducted
so that health activists can
run awareness campaigns in
Gondi and Halbi, two key

languages of Bastar,” Mr. Ra-
da said.

He, however, claims that it
would have been impossible
to carry out the programme
without the support of the
Maoists. “Party people gave
us access to forest villages.
Usually they do not let us go
into areas they control,” he
said. He believes that village
Sarpanches have had a word
with the party people.

“Maoists, of course, real-
ised that COVID may a"ect
them as well,” Mr. Rada said.

Tribal leader of the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party and former
MP Nandkumar Sai and Bas-
tar journalists, Kamal Shukla
and Mangal Kunjam, all ad-
mitted that “without the ta-
cit support of the Maoists
smooth quarantine manage-
ment would have been
impossible.

Deputy Inspector General
of Bastar Range Sundarraj P,
however, disagrees.

“The initiative is not in-
$uenced by the Maoists. Tri-
bals have a traditional prac-
tice of restricting
unnecessary movement
from one village to another
during festivals, which has
helped,” asserted Mr Sun-
darraj. While the forces were
monitoring vehicular move-
ments in urban and rural
areas, tribals had managed
the quarantine well inside
the forest, he said.

Bastar tribes keep virus at bay
Villagers have set up their own checkposts and are quarantining outsiders

Virus barred: A checkpost set up at Bastar by tribal people to
restrict movement. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Suvojit Bagchi

Kolkata 

Almost every day, some
members of Jagruti, a social
organisation, practise a lo-
cal tribal tradition of trim-
ming each other’s hair at Da-
ringbadi in Kandhamal
district of Odisha. Through
it, they avoid visits to salons
that may lead to spread of
COVID-19 infection. 

According to Jagruti Di-
rector Kailash Dandapat,
help from near and dear for
hair grooming is a long tra-
dition among Kandhamal
tribals. Only 5% of tribals of
Kandhamal district may be
going to barber shops, he
added. So, except for urban
pockets, the villages of
Kandhamal do not have any
barber shops.

Common phenomenon
Disaya Pradhan, a tribal ac-
tivist, who hails from the re-
mote Banjamaha village,
gave a haircut to his compa-
triot Mahendra Parida on Ja-
gruti campus on Tuesday.
And it was reciprocated by
Mr. Parida. “At our village,
performing and receiving
haircuts is a common phe-
nomenon, which may seem
awkward for people in other
parts of the State,” said Mr.
Pradhan. Interestingly,
Kandhamal tribals do not
tonsure their heads or have

haircuts during funeral ri-
tuals. Women grow their
hair long and trim it among
themselves.

Unlike other parts of Od-
isha, tribals of Kandhamal
never had a special sect of
barbers for hair grooming.
People needing haircut get
together at a shady place
near a stream. Mostly the
youths prefer to do the hair-
cut as novelty. Most tribal fa-
milies have their own set of
comb and scissors to pro-
vide haircut to each other.

“During this time of CO-
VID-19 threat, when villages
are obeying lockout norms,
this practice of haircut by
near and dear surely helps
tribal people to block infec-
tion,” said Mr Dandapat. 

But in urban centres such
as Berhampur in adjoining
Ganjam district, people
have started calling up bar-
bers to their homes for hair-
cuts.

Why Kandhamal tribes
never have a bad hair day
It’s a custom to trim each other’s locks
Sib Kumar Das

BERHAMPUR

Slick style: No unruly hair
during the lockdown.

A total of 144 Indian crew on
board U.S. cruise liner Ma-
rella Discovery, anchored
o" Mumbai, will be the !rst
lot of seafarers to return to
land on Wednesday. 

“These 144 Indians will
disembark at the Mumbai
Port Trust (MbPT) and will
be subjected to COVID-19
test and remain in quaran-
tine inside the port premis-
es till their reports are re-
ceived,” MbPT chairman
Sanjay Bhatia said. The Goa
government said that it
would organise transport to
fetch the 90 Goan seafarers
back to the State once they
were approved for travel.

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs on Tuesday night is-
sued the order allowing the
sign on and sign o" of In-
dian ship crew. This order
will bene!t close to 25,000
Indian seafarers.

Earlier on Tuesday, the
Indian crew on Marella Dis-
covery appealed to the go-
vernment of India to an-
nounce its policy for
seafarers immediately, as
their ship would set sail for
Europe within the next 24
hours.

Chris Dodds, the ship’s
captain, in an earlier ad-
dress to the 750 crew, a vi-

deo of which was reviewed
by this reporter, said that
they had to draw the line so-
mewhere and return.

“The Indian government
has been making promises.
But there is no direction.
Hence, I recommended to
the shipping company that
we start sailing towards Eu-
rope,” Captain Dodds said.

The Captain assured sai-
lors from all over the world
that he would disembark
only after ensuring that the
crew got home, a reason
why the ship had been in In-
dian waters for the last 40
days.

In a separate video mes-
sage, Goan seafarers on-
board the ship had appealed
to the Goa government as a
!nal cry for help to take
them home.

“We are now desperate as
the government has not
done anything to get us back
for all these days,” Ru-
draksha Haldankar, a sailor
said in a video message.

Frank Viegas of the Goan
Seamen’s Association of In-
dia in a press conference
had warned that there was
only one day in hand. “The
Goa government needs to
take a stand now or else
their [seafarers] co#ns will
$y back from Europe,” he
said.

First lot of Indian
crew to return today
144 stuck aboard U.S. cruise liner

Aditya Anand

Mumbai

A CRPF battalion deployed
deep inside the Naxal
hotbed of Gadchiroli in
Maharashtra has been
providing meals to two
wedding parties for close to
a month after they got stuck
in the remote location due
to the lockdown, o#cials
said on Tuesday. Serving
the wedding parties in

Desaiganj Tehsil, about 60
km from the district
headquarters, is a young
ASI of the paramilitary
force Sonu Kumar, who had
to cancel his leave for travel
to Uttar Pradesh. He was
supposed to get married on
April 5. While the marriages
took place, the parties got
stuck in the area after the
lockdown was declared the
next day. 

CRPF feeds 2 wedding parties 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi 

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CHENNAI THE HINDU 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 202012
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

WORLD

U.S. President Donald
Trump has said he will tem-
porarily suspend immigra-
tion in order to protect
Americans’ jobs.

“In light of the attack from
the Invisible Enemy, as well
as the need to protect the
jobs of our GREAT American
Citizens, I will be signing an
Executive Order to tempora-
rily suspend immigration in-
to the United States!” he said
on Monday evening (Wash-

ington time), in a reference
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Tightening visa policies
While Mr. Trump did not
clarify the scope — in terms
of visa categories or time — of
this planned order, it will
likely temporarily stop new
green cards and work visas,
as per several reports. 

The order is in line with
the tightening of visa policies
that the administration has

undertaken over the years,
backed by immigration
hawks such as Mr. Trump’s
adviser Stephen Miller. 

The State Department is-
sued 4,62,422 immigrant vi-
sas in the 2019 !scal year —
down from just over 6,17,752
in 2015, while U.S. Citizens
and Immigration Services
granted permanent resi-
dence to nearly 5,77,000
individuals.

Monday night’s tweet on
immigration could also be
Mr. Trump’s way of trying to
push States to open up, after
weeks of lockdown, a Wash-
ington DC source who works
in the economic policy area
told The Hindu.

With more than 22 million
Americans seeking unem-
ployment bene!ts over the
last month, and with a gener-
al election looming, Mr.
Trump has been keen on
opening up the U.S. econo-
my — battling with some Go-
vernors to open up States.
Last week, Mr. Trump issued
an advisory telling States
they could open by May 1 or
before. Some States such as

Tennessee, Georgia and
South Carolina — all headed
by Republican Governors —
are planning to ease restric-
tions. 

Call for easing curbs 
On Twitter last week, Mr.
Trump called for Michigan,
Minnesota and Virginia —
States with Democrat Gover-
nors — to be “liberated”. Ear-
lier, the President had
claimed he had the power to
“open up” States and conser-
vative groups have backed
protests against “stay at

home” orders across States.
National Security Adviser

Robert O’Brien on Tuesday
cast the President’s announ-
cement as a move to protect
the American people’s
health. Mr. O’Brien said the
temporary halt to immigra-
tion would not be “dissimi-
lar” to limits on travel to the
U.S. from China that Mr.
Trump put in place in Janu-
ary. 

“We’re trying to do eve-
rything, the President’s try-
ing to do everything he can
to put the health of the

American people !rst during
this crisis,” Mr. O’Brien told
Fox News.

“So this is one step. It’s
not dissimilar to the restric-
tions on travel from China
that he implemented back
on January 29 at the very
outset of this public health
crisis.”

Asked about Mr. Trump’s
reference to jobs, Mr.
O’Brien referenced the virus’
economic toll. “There’s been
an economic cost here, too,
and the President’s looking
out for Americans on both
fronts at every turn,” he said.

Mr. Trump has issued a
number of immigration-re-
lated executive orders before
after the pandemic began —
such as allowing the imme-
diate deportation of mi-
grants without valid papers
and the potential sanction-
ing of countries that do not
accept their citizens back
from the U.S. Like those, his
temporary immigration sus-
pension order will likely be
challenged in court. 

(With Associated Press in-
puts)

Trump to suspend immigration to U.S.
He says the temporary move is to protect local jobs; new green cards, work visas are likely to face ban

Sriram Lakshman

Chennai /Washington 

New measures: Donald Trump in Washington on Monday. * AP

China has reached an agree-
ment with South Korea to set
up a “fast track” procedure
for businesspeople to travel
between the countries as
Beijing looks to ease an en-
try ban on foreigners im-
posed to curb the spread of
the COVID-19.

With the deadly disease
spreading globally, China
last month blocked almost
all foreigners from entering
as authorities fretted over
cases being imported from
abroad.

Beijing is also in talks with
other countries, including
Singapore, to set up a similar
channel to stabilise econom-
ic cooperation and ensure
supply chains run smoothly,
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Geng Shuang told a press
brie!ng Tuesday.

The novel coronavirus
(SARS-CoV-2), !rst disco-
vered in the central Chinese
city of Wuhan in December,
has since spread like wild!re
and killed more than
1,67,000 people worldwide
with cases reported in over
190 countries.

But there are signs that
China is looking to relax
some of its controls as the
measures used to curb the
pandemic place a huge eco-
nomic strain on nations
worldwide.

Ensuring supply
“China is in talks with rele-
vant countries to set up fast-
track channels allowing...
business and technical per-
sonnel to travel,” Mr. Geng
told reporters on Tuesday.

“The purpose is to stabil-
ise important economic and
trade cooperation... and to
ensure the safe and smooth
operation of international
industrial and supply
chains,” he added.

Beijing has reached a con-

sensus with Seoul on the
fast-track channel and both
sides are working to imple-
ment the plan, he said.

China and Singapore have
also discussed personnel ex-
changes via video confe-
rence, he said. Mr. Geng, ho-
wever, declined to elaborate

on which other countries
authorities were negotiating
with.

The Asian giant has tight-
ened controls on returning
travellers and drastically cut
international "ight routes af-
ter largely bringing its virus
outbreak under control.

It will set up a fast-track channel for S. Korean businessmen 

Agence France-Presse

Beijing

Eyeing normalcy: An airport sta!er escorting passengers via
the departure area in Beijing airport, in this "le photo. * AFP

China seeks to ease travel
curbs to stabilise economy

Imran Khan has agreed to
get tested for COVID-19
after a well-known
philanthropist was tested
positive for the COVID-19,
days after meeting the
Pakistan prime minister,
his doctor said on
Tuesday. Faisal Edhi, the
son of late philanthropist
Abdul Sattar Edhi and
chairman of the Edhi
Foundation, met Mr. Khan
last week. Mr. Khan’s
personal physician , Faisal
Sultan, said that Mr. Khan
would undergo COVID-19
test. The protocols
recommend self-isolation
for people who meet those
tested positive for the
disease.

Pak. PM to get
tested for
COVID-19 
Press Trust of India

Islamabad

Singapore on Tuesday
extended restrictions to
!ght the COVID-19 until
early June as cases surged
past 9,000 due to a
growing number of
infections among migrant
workers. The city-state
managed to keep its
outbreak in check in the
early stages due to
widespread testing and
contact-tracing, but is
facing a second wave of
infections. It reported 1,111
cases on Tuesday taking
the total to 9,125, with the
majority of new infections
in foreign workers’
dormitories, which have
become the epicentre of
the city’s outbreak.

Singapore
extends curbs
as cases surge 
Agence France-Presse

Singapore

Whether it came from a bat
or a pangolin is not certain,
but one thing is: the corona-
virus outbreak comes from
the animal world. It is hu-
man activity that enabled
the virus to jump to people,
and specialists are warning
that if nothing changes, ma-
ny other pandemics of this
nature will follow.

The name given to diseas-
es transmitted from animals
to humans is “zoonoses”,
based on the Greek words
for “animal” and “sickness”.

They are not new — tuber-
culosis, rabies, toxoplasmo-
sis, malaria, to name just a
few, are all zoonoses. 

According to the UN Envi-

ronment Programme (UN-
EP), 60% of human infec-
tious diseases originate from
animals. This !gure climbs
to 75% for “emerging” dis-
eases such as Ebola, HIV,
avian "u, Zika, or SARS,
another type of coronavirus.
The list goes on. 

“The emergence of zoo-
notic diseases is often asso-
ciated with environmental
changes or ecological distur-
bances, such as agricultural
intensi!cation and human
settlement, or encroach-
ments into forests and other
habitats,” says UNEP report. 

“Changes in the environ-
ment are usually the result
of human activities,” it adds.

Gwenael Vourc’h of IN-
RAE, a French public re-

search institute, also blames
human activity for the cros-
sover between species.“Gi-
ven the growth of the human
population and its ever more
intense use of planetary re-
sources, the destruction of
more and more ecosystems
multiplies contacts,” she
says.

A key area of concern is
deforestation to make way
for agriculture and intensive
livestock farming.

In terms of endangered
wildlife, a study by Ameri-
can researchers published
last week shows that those
who share the most viruses
with humans are precisely
“populations declining due
to exploitation and loss of
habitat”.

Humans to blame for pandemic 
Agence France-Presse

Paris

The number of people fac-
ing acute food insecurity
could nearly double this
year to 265 million due to
the economic fallout of CO-
VID-19, the United Nations'
World Food Programme
(WFP) said on Tuesday.

The impact of lost tou-
rism revenues, falling remit-
tances and travel and other
restrictions linked to the co-
ronavirus pandemic are ex-
pected to leave some 130
million people acutely hun-
gry this year, adding to
around 135 million already
in that category.

“COVID-19 is potentially
catastrophic for millions
who are already hanging by
a thread,” said Arif Husain,
chief economist and direc-
tor of research, assessment
and monitoring at the World
Food Programme (WFP).

“We all need to come to-
gether to deal with this be-
cause if we don't the cost
will be too high,” he said.

Mr. Husain said it was
critical to act quickly in or-
der to prevent people alrea-
dy living hand-to-mouth,
such as food vendors in Ke-
nya, from selling their assets
as it could take them years
to become self-reliant again.

UN: global hunger could
double due to COVID-19
Reuters

GENEVA

South Korean o#cials on
Tuesday disputed a news re-
port that North Korea’s lead-
er, Kim Jong-un, was receiv-
ing treatment after
undergoing heart surgery.

Daily NK, a Seoul-based
website that relies on anony-
mous sources inside North
Korea to report on the isolat-
ed country, said late Monday
that Mr. Kim received a car-
diovascular procedure at
Hyangsan Hospital, a clinic
dedicated to treating the
Kim family, on April 12.

The website said Mr. Kim
was recuperating at a villa
near the hospital, which is
on the foothill of Mount Mo-
hyang, north of Pyongyang,
the North Korean capital.
Most of the doctors called in
from Pyongyang to treat Mr.
Kim returned to the capital a
week later because Mr. Kim
had recovered enough, the

report said, quoting an ano-
nymous source in North
Korea.

O#cially, the South Ko-
rean government said it had
no comment. But govern-
ment and parliamentary o#-
cials in Seoul privately ques-
tioned the veracity of the
Daily NK report.

The o#ce of President
Moon Jae-in of South Korea

had “nothing to con!rm”
about the Daily NK report,
said Moon’s spokesman,
Kang Min-seok. Kang added
that South Korea “has so far
detected no special signs in-
side North Korea,” a stock
phrase the South has often
used to cast doubt on unsub-
stantiated news reports on
North Korea.

Yonhap, South Korea’s na-

tional news agency, quoted
an unnamed senior govern-
ment o#cial in Seoul as call-
ing the report “not true.”

A member of the intelli-
gence committee of the
South’s National Assembly
said that the government’s
main spy agency also ques-
tioned the report.

Absence from key event
Mr. Kim last appeared pu-
blicly in the North’s state me-
dia on April 11, when he pre-
sided over a meeting of the
Politburo of the ruling Work-
ers’ Party.

His absence since from
public view — particularly at
an April 15 event honouring
the birthday of his grand-
father, Kim Il-sung, the coun-
try’s founder — has raised
speculation about his health. 

Mr. has disappeared from
public view for weeks at a
stretch in the past, setting o$
similar rumours. NY TIMES

S. Korea disputes Kim’s illness report
Seoul-based website, citing anonymous sources, said he underwent heart surgery

Health concern: A "le photo of Kim Jong-un having a meal at
a restaurant in Pyongyang. * GETTY IMAGES

Choe Sang-Hun

Seoul

Sri Lanka’s Election Commis-
sion has set the country’s
parliamentary election for
June 20, after it postponed
the April 25 polls in the wake
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sri Lanka has reported
309 coronavirus cases and
seven deaths so far. A total of
33 infections were detected
on Monday, the highest num-
ber to be recorded on a sin-
gle day, prompting authori-
ties to move 1,010 people
from a working class neigh-
bourhood in Colombo to
quarantine.

“We are controlling the
spread of the virus and in-
creasing testing rates too.
But it’s di#cult for anybody

to say when the pandemic
will end,” Dr. Anil Jasinghe,
Director General of Public
Health, told The Hindu on
Tuesday. According to him,
Sri Lanka conducted 695
tests on Monday. “We want
to increase it to 1,000 a day
soon.”

The Election Commis-
sion’s announcement came
two days after Prime Minis-
ter Mahinda Rajapaksa said
in a statement that the Com-
mission was “mandatorily re-
quired” to !x a new date for
the polls. President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa’s secretary too
wrote to the Commission on
April 9, emphasising citizens’
right to franchise, and the
Commission’s “responsibili-
ty” to !x the date for the

election. 
On Tuesday, top o#cials

of the Election Commission
met representatives of di$e-
rent political parties. Follow-
ing the meeting, former
Leader of Opposition Sajith
Premadasa told media that
polls must be held only after
health o#cials gave a public
guarantee that it was safe to
do so.

Spelling out his rationale

for choosing June 20 as the
poll date, Commission Chair-
man Mahinda Deshapriya re-
portedly said he had calcu-
lated seven weeks’ time for
poll campaign beginning a
week after April 27, when
authorities have promised to
further ease the nationwide
curfew. This was con!rmed
to The Hindu by Election
Commissioner Ratnajeevan
Hoole.

of pandemic response”.
The former legislators

point to a Presidential Task
Force on Essential Services
led by Basil Rajapaksa, broth-
er of the President and the
Prime Minister, who is also
the national organiser of the
ruling Sri Lanka People’s Par-
ty (SLPP).

“How can it be a free and
fair election when they [go-
vernment] have an unfair ad-
vantage,” Mr. Herath asked.

Further, pointing to sec-
tion 70 (5) of Sri Lanka’s Con-
stitution, Mr. Hakeem, also a
lawyer, said there was an im-
minent constitutional crisis
as Parliament has to be sum-
moned not later than three
months after the proclama-
tion dissolving the House
[March 2]. “The Election
Commission has scheduled
polls for June 20, which is
clearly outside that three-

month limit,” Mr. Hakeem
said, adding: “We expected
the Election Commission to
be an independent body, not
a lapdog of this
government.”

The JVP shared the opi-
nion that reconvening Parlia-
ment “is the best available
option to avert a constitu-
tional crisis,” according to
Mr. Herath. However, Presi-
dent Rajapaksa on Monday
said in a television pro-
gramme that he had “no in-
tention of reconvening the
previous Parliament”. 

Commenting on the deve-
lopment, TNA Leader R.
Sampanthan said the Presi-
dent was responsible to Par-
liament. But there is no Par-
liament in session. “The new
Parliament will not convene
on the date originally expect-
ed... this uncertainty cannot
continue.” 

dissolving Parliament on
March 2, calling for snap
polls on April 25.

“The ground situation is
still worrisome. So many pe-
ople’s health is at peril, so
many have lost their liveli-
hoods... how can we think of
elections amid the ruthless
spread of the pandemic?”
asked Rau$ Hakeem, leader
of the Sri Lanka Muslim Con-
gress and a former MP, who
was among those who met
the EC chairman on Tuesday. 

Vijitha Herath, a former
MP of the leftist Janatha Vi-
mukthi Peramuna, who also
attended the meeting, said:
“We are in the midst of a pan-
demic, and our people are
su$ering. In our view, it is
not suitable to hold polls
now,” he told The Hindu.

Opposition parties also ac-
cuse the government of
“electioneering in the guise

However, Mr. Deshapriya
told political party represen-
tatives that the date was
“subject to revision”, accord-
ing to former Tamil National
Alliance legislator M.A. Su-
manthiran. “We collectively
raised objection to the fact
that the parties were not
even consulted before the
Commission announced the
date. And we don’t know
where we stand in terms of
the pandemic’s spread,” he
told The Hindu.

Worrisome situation 
Despite the Commission’s
justi!cations, Opposition
parties are not convinced.

They raise concern broad-
ly on three grounds — public
health, the prospect of a free
and fair election in unprece-
dented circumstances and
constitutional questions aris-
ing from President Rajapaksa

Sri Lanka EC announces polls on June 20; Opposition voices concern 
The parties say they were not consulted
before EC announced date 

Game on: Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, centre, "ling his
nomination papers in Colombo on March 11. * AP

Meera Srinivasan 

Colombo 

Pakistan has quietly re-
moved around 1,800 terro-
rists from its watch list, in-
cluding that of the 2008
Mumbai attack mastermind
and LeT operations com-
mander Zaki-ur-Rehman
Lakhvi, ahead of a new
round of assessments by the
global anti-money-launder-
ing watchdog FATF, accord-
ing to a U.S.-based start-up
that automates watchlist
compliance.

The so-called proscribed
persons list, which is main-
tained by Pakistan’s Nation-
al Counter Terrorism Auth-
ority ( NACTA), is intended
in part to help !nancial in-
stitutions avoid doing busi-
ness with or processing
transactions of suspected
terrorists.

The list in 2018 contained
about 7,600 names. It has

been reduced to under
3,800 in the past 18 months,
according to Castellum.AI, a
New York-based regulatory
technology company.

1,800 names removed
About 1,800 of the names
have been removed since
the beginning of March, ac-
cording to data collected by
Castellum.

Pakistan is working to im-
plement an action plan that
has been mutually agreed to
with the Paris-based The Fi-
nancial Action Task Force
(FATF), part of which in-
volves demonstrating e$ec-
tive implementation of tar-
geted !nancial sanctions.” 

It is possible that these re-
movals are part of Pakistan’s
action plan to implement
the FATF recommenda-
tions, it said. The FATF will
evaluate Pakistan’s progress
in June 2020. 

‘Pakistan removes names 
from terrorism watch list’
Move comes ahead of FATF review 
Press Trust of India

New York

Queen marks 94th
birthday with no fanfare 
LONDON

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II
celebrated her 94th birthday
on Tuesday, but the
traditional gun salute was
called off this year because
of the coronavirus crisis. The
monarch was said to be
marking the occasion with
her 98-year-old husband,
Prince Philip, at Windsor
Castle, west of London. AFP

ELSEWHERE

Iran frees 1,000 foreign
prisoners temporarily
TEHRAN

Iran’s judiciary said on
Tuesday that it has temporary
released more than 1,000
foreign prisoners due to the
pandemic, following criticism
by UN human rights experts.
“We have granted furlough to
over 1,000 foreign nationals,”
said judiciary spokesman
Gholamhossein Esmaili. AFP

China on Tuesday defend-
ed its naming of 80 islands
and other geographical fea-
tures in the South China
Sea in a move likely to an-
ger neighbours as the
country asserts its territo-
rial claims.

A joint announcement
of the names on Sunday
from the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources and the Mi-
nistry of Civil A$airs came
a day after China esta-
blished new administrative
districts for the contested
Spratly and Paracel island
chains.

The notice listed the Chi-
nese names and coordi-
nates of 80 islands, reefs,
seamounts, shoals and
ridges, 55 of them sub-
merged in water.

Vietnam claimed the
move “seriously violated”
its territorial sovereignty.

Beijing names
disputed
islands 
Agence France-Presse

Beijing
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BUSINESS

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265.20. . . . . . . . -5.30

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1726.00. . . . . . . . -4.45

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 420.65. . . . . . -35.30

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2323.25. . . . . . -55.05

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4595.05. . . -287.20

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2099.75. . . -208.50

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500.50. . . . . . . 10.20

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 355.25. . . . . . -13.15

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2863.25. . . . . . . 30.25

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 592.10. . . . . . . . . 6.70

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139.00. . . . . . . . -5.20

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 4016.40. . . . . 171.65

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 13495.00. . . -719.45

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82.50. . . . . . . . -4.90

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 509.55. . . . . . -12.10

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 455.70. . . . . . -14.30

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1669.70. . . . . . -58.00

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 921.65. . . . . . -23.20

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1827.55. . . . . . . 21.70

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107.10. . . . . . . . -9.35

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2317.40. . . . . . -19.15

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 331.85. . . . . . -29.45

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 400.85. . . . . . -55.85

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 163.05. . . . . . . . . 3.75

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 633.20. . . . . . -20.10

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 83.00. . . . . . . . -4.55

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179.60. . . . . . . . -1.10

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.60. . . . . . . . -7.90

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1130.15. . . . . . -47.60

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 870.35. . . . . . -45.25

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 332.05. . . . . . -23.80

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 5001.10. . . -330.25

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 17015.35. . . . . . . 38.95

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97.30. . . . . . . . -1.60

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69.35. . . . . . . . -4.65

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 162.65. . . . . . . . -2.85

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1237.35. . . . . . . . -6.45

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184.75. . . . . . . . -7.75

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 18828.45. . . -168.45

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 473.15. . . . . . . . -0.25

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74.65. . . . . . . . -5.80

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265.95. . . . . . -20.45

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1737.65. . . . . . -81.00

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 512.95. . . . . . -11.90

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 936.70. . . . . . -38.80

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3403.25. . . -113.30

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 345.95. . . . . . . . -8.80

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78.45. . . . . . . . -3.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178.05. . . . . . . . -3.05

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 129.25. . . . . . -11.40

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 21

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 76.64. . . . . . . 76.96

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.99. . . . . . . 83.34

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 94.23. . . . . . . 94.64

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 71.37. . . . . . . 71.67

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.80. . . . . . . 10.85

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 78.93. . . . . . . 79.26

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 53.53. . . . . . . 53.76

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 53.83. . . . . . . 54.06

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.42. . . . . . . 17.52

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 48.11. . . . . . . 48.31

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

21-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 30,637 ddddddddddddd-3.20 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 76.83 ddddddddddddd-0.39

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 20.88 dddddddddd-21.32

The Reserve Bank of India
has allowed banks to exclude
loans extended to non-bank-
ing !nance companies from
the funds availed under the
Targeted Long Term Repo
Operations ((TLTRO) for de-
termining priority sector tar-
gets. This is intended to in-
centivise banks to lend to
NBFCs.

Securities kept in the
held-to-maturity category
will now be excluded from
computation of adjusted
non-food bank credit, 

The banking regulator
had announced TLTRO
worth "50,000 crore for
banks on April 17. 

The funds availed of un-

der the facility should be de-
ployed in investment-grade
bonds, commercial papers
(CPs) and non-convertible
debentures (NCDs) of
NBFCs, the RBI had said. At

least 50% of the total funds
availed should be invested in
mid and small-sized NBFCs,
including micro !nance in-
stitutions, the RBI had man-
dated. 

The central bank had
further clari!ed that if banks
failed to deploy the funds
availed within 30 days, there
will be steep penalties.

“However, if a bank fails
to deploy funds within the
speci!ed time frame, the in-
terest rate on undeployed
funds will increase to the
prevailing policy repo rate
plus 200 bps (basis points)
for the number of days such
funds remain undeployed. 

This incremental interest
will have to be paid along
with regular interest at the
time of maturity,” the RBI
said. 

The !rst tranche of
"25,000 crore in the next
round of TLTRO will be
made on April 23.

Regulator sweetens TLTRO deal
for banks lending to NBFCs
RBI, however, will levy penalty if funds are not deployed within 30 days

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

If the funds are not deployed within the stipulated time, the
interest rate would rise to the repo rate plus 200 bps. * PTI

HDFC — the country’s lar-
gest mortgage lender — has
reduced its home loan
rates by 15 basis points
(bps) with e#ect from
Thursday. Both existing
and new customers will be-
ne!t from this rate
reduction.

“HDFC reduces its retail
prime lending rate (RPLR)
on housing loans, against
which its adjustable rate
home loans (ARHL) are
benchmarked, by 15 basis
points, with e#ect from
April 22,” the lender said.

Following the cut, the
rate for new customers
availing loans below "30
lakh will be 7.85%. For
loans between "30 lakh
and "75 lakh, the rate will
be 8.10% and for over "75
lakh, the rate will be 8.15%. 

HDFC cuts
home loan
rates by 15 bps 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The rupee slipped 30 paise
against the dollar on Tues-
day with greenback streng-
thening against major cur-
rencies. Investors $ocked to
safe havens following uncer-
tainties about the global
economy after U.S. crude oil
futures slipped into negative
zone for the !rst time in
history.

The domestic currency
opened weaker at 76.74 to a
dollar compared with the
previous close of 76.53. The
currency weakened further
to 76.85 a dollar but then, it
was able to cut some losses
during intraday deals when
it hit 76.61. However, it
slipped again in the closing
hours as it ended the day at
76.83, down 0.4% from its
previous close. The all-time

low for the currency was
76.87 a dollar which it
touched earlier this month. 

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, rose by
0.25% to 100.2.

“The rupee witnessed a
strong fallout again, due to
likely overseas out$ows
from local stocks amid oil
importers’ dollar demand
and a strong greenback,”
said Jateen Trivedi, senior
research analyst (commodi-
ty and currency), LKP Se-
curities. 

“Adding fuel to the alrea-
dy weak sentiment, U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
announcement that he
would sign an executive or-
der to temporarily suspend
immigration into U.S. also
weighed down,” he said. 

Rupee slips as investors
!ock to safe havens
Falling oil futures strengthen dollar
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Carborundum Universal
Ltd. (CUMI), a Murugappa
Group !rm, has resumed
operations partially at its
manufacturing facilities at
Hosur in Tamil Nadu.

The company has res-
umed operations at its in-
dustrial ceramics and bond-
ed abrasives facilities with
limited sta#. 

This was done after ob-
taining requisite permis-
sions from the local admi-
nistrative authorities, the
company said in a regulato-
ry !ling. 

Further, its hydel power
project operations at Mani-
yar in Kerala continue to be
operative in power genera-

tion. “The health, safety
and well-being of our em-
ployees and other stakehol-
ders continue to be our top
priority and we are taking
the necessary precaution-
ary hygiene and safety mea-
sures in this regard. 

“We will inform of the re-
sumption of operations at
our other facilities as and
when permitted by the res-
pective local administrative
authorities,” CUMI said. 

On March 23, the compa-
ny had released information
about the temporary sus-
pension of its manufactur-
ing operations across va-
rious locations of the
country in adherence with
government advisories is-
sued to !ght COVID-19.

CUMI resumes partial
operations at T.N. units
Firm says taking precautions for sta!
Special Correspondent

Chennai Cement major ACC Ltd. on
Tuesday reported a 6.6%
dip in its !rst quarter net
pro!t to "323 crore as the
company witnessed weak
o#take due to the CO-
VID-19-related lockdown. 

ACC follows the January-
to-December !nancial
year. Cement sales volume
declined by 12% during this
quarter compared with the
year-earlier period. Net
sales declined by 11% to
"3,433 crore. “With our ro-
bust business continuity
plan guiding us towards
the recovery path, I believe
we will emerge stronger
from this crisis,” said Srid-
har Balakrishnan, MD and
CEO, ACC Ltd.

ACC pro"t
drops 6.6% on
lockdown 
Special Correspondent

MUMBAI 

The Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority
of India (IRDAI) has permit-
ted insurers to collect health
insurance premium in
instalments.

In view of prevailing con-
ditions owing to the CO-
VID-19 outbreak and consi-
dering the need to ease
premium payments, all in-
surers are allowed to collect
health insurance premiums
in instalments, the regulator
said. 

Insurers have the option
of o#ering the facility either
as a permanent feature or as
a temporary relief for 12

months (one policy year) in
respect of all health insu-
rance policies due for rene-
wal up to March 31, 2021,
general manager (health)
D.V.S. Ramesh said. The ena-
bling provisions for insurers
to add premium payment

frequency options for indivi-
dual health insurance pro-
ducts, that is, to allow cus-
tomers to pay premium in
instalments, were an-
nounced by IRDAI in
September.

Speci!c products
The latest communication
left it to the insurers, as they
deem appropriate, the spec-
i!c products on which they
would like extend the facility
of payment in instalments.

The IRDAI directed insur-
ers to publish on their web-
sites the availability of the fa-
cility, the products for which
it is being extended and de-
tails, including conditions.

Health insurers may collect
premium in instalments: IRDAI
It can be a permanent or temporary feature, says regulator

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD 

ICICI Bank on Tuesday
con!rmedm in a regulato-
ry !ling, its exposure to the
Singapore-based troubled
oil trader Hin Leong Trad-
ing Pte. Ltd. and said it is
taking steps to protect its
interest.

According to a court !l-
ing reviewed by Reuters,
Hin Leong Trading’s foun-
der and director had di-
rected his !rm not to dis-
close hundreds of millions
of dollars in losses over sev-
eral years. The company
“su#ered about US$800
million in futures losses ov-
er the years but these were
not re$ected in the !nan-
cial statements,” he had
said in the !ling. 

ICICI con"rms
exposure to
troubled HLT
Reuters

New Delhi

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday quashed criminal
proceedings against top ac-
counting !rms BSR & Asso-
ciates, a KPMG a%liate, and
Deloitte Haskins and Sells,
accused of connivance in
the IL&FS Financial Services
(IFIN) fraud. 

The court said that the
!rms cannot be prosecuted
as they had already resigned
as auditors of IL&FS before
the fraud came to light, and
the Serious Fraud Investiga-
tion O%ce (SFIO) !led a
complaint against them.

The court, however, did
not stay the proceedings in
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) but stayed
its order for eight weeks at
the request of the Centre, al-
lowing it to challenge the or-
der before the Supreme
Court.

A division bench stated
that the interim protection
granted to the auditor !rms
from coercive action would
continue.

The order came after the
advocate for BSR & Asso-
ciates argued that criminal
proceedings were initiated a
day after the SFIO had !led
a voluminous interim re-
port, and that it was not pos-
sible for the government to
come to a conclusion in
such short span to initiate
criminal action. 

The SFIO argued that the
report was !nal and not an
interim report as was being
projected by auditor !rms. 

It was being labelled as an
interim report as investiga-
tions were against 79 !rms,
but the report against the
two !rms were !nal and was
based on investigations
which pointed to their role
in the fraud, it said.

HC relief to accounting
"rms in IFIN case
They can’t be prosecuted, says court 
Sonam Saigal 

Mumbai

Indian equities traded ex-
tremely weak on Tuesday as
global markets went into a
tailspin after U.S. crude con-
tracts slid below zero for the
!rst time ever on Monday
and U.S. President Donald
Trump said that he will sus-
pend immigration to combat
COVID-19 pandemic.

The 30-share Sensex lost
1,011.29 points, or 3.2%, to
close at 30,636.71. Earlier in
the day, it dropped 1,270
points to touch an intraday
low of 30,378.26.

Sensex constituents such
as ICICI Bank and HDFC con-
tributed the maximum to
the day’s losses. IndusInd
Bank was the worst perform-
er in the Sensex pack, shed-
ding over 12% followed by
Bajaj Finance that lost a little
over 9%.

Meanwhile, the broader
Nifty fell below the psycho-
logical 9,000-mark to close

at 8,981.45, down 280.40
points or 3.03%. Further, the
India VIX index moved up
over 4% on Tuesday.

“We had a muted session
on Monday but overnight,
there was an unprecedented
fall seen in crude oil prices
which spooked the traders’
fraternity across the globe,”
said Sameet Chavan, chief
analyst, technical and deriv-
atives, Angel Broking.

On Monday, crude Nymex

WTI crude contracts
dropped below zero for the
!rst time ever over concerns
of lack of storage facilities at
a time when demand out-
look was quite bearish.

Investor sentiment was
further dampened after Mr.
Trump said that he would
suspend immigration
through an executive order
to address the growing con-
cerns related to the pandem-
ic. Incidentally, Singapore
had extended its lockdown
until June 1.

Almost all Asian markets
lost ground on Tuesday,
with the Nikkei shedding al-
most 2% while Hang Seng
was down 2.2%. The over-
night Dow Jones was down
2.44%. In India, the overall
market breadth was also
weak with almost 1,700
stocks in the red against only
716 gainers. Foreign portfo-
lio investors were net sellers
on Tuesday at almost "2,100
crore. 

Oil slide sends stocks into spin
Trump’s immigration curbs add fuel to "re, Sensex falls 3.2%

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Foreign portfolio investors
were net sellers on Tuesday
at almost !2,100 crore.

June oil futures plunged on
Tuesday, as the panic that
sent U.S. May futures to be-
low minus $40 per barrel on
Monday bled further into
the markets due to worries
about the COVID-19 pan-
demic’s e#ect on fuel de-
mand in a market overrun
by supply.

U.S. crude futures
slumped in dramatic fash-
ion on Monday, with the
front-month May contract,
which expires Tuesday, fall-
ing to close at negative-
$37.63 a barrel. The fall
came as traders scrambled
to get out of that contract to
avoid taking delivery of bar-
rels for fear of nowhere to
store the oil and lack of cus-
tomers who want to buy it. 

The decline shows that
the market is worried that
the overwhelming supply

and weak demand will leave
barrels without a home for
weeks to come.

The June contract for U.S.
West Texas Intermediate
crude dropped 27% to
$14.89 a barrel by 2030
hours IST, after hitting
$11.79, its lowest since 1999.

Brent for June delivery
fell to as low as $18.10, its
lowest since November
2001. It was down 21% at
$20.05.

Oil hits two-decade lows
on demand, storage woes
Brent June futures at lowest since 2001
Reuters

LONDON/NEW YORK

More than 70% of Indian bu-
sinesses expect COVID-19 to
have a high or very high im-
pact on them, expecting a
de-growth or contraction of
business in the current !-
nancial year, according to a
survey of almost 400 !rms
conducted by industry
group FICCI.

A whopping 84% say their
cash $ows have reduced.
The outlook for the future is
grim, with almost 70% of bu-
sinesses saying it will take
more than nine months for
the economy to return to
normal.

More than half of the sur-
veyed businesses were ex-
pected to cut worker salar-
ies, and almost three out of
four companies expected to

cut jobs over the next few
months. “The magnitude
and speed of collapse in eco-
nomic activity that India has
seen over the last few weeks
is unprecedented and there
is tremendous uncertainty
about what the future holds
for businesses and enterpris-
es,” the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) said in a

statement, releasing the sur-
vey results on Tuesday. 

The survey was carried
out over the last week in as-
sociation with Dhruva Advi-
sors, and included 380 busi-
nesses across sectors
nationwide. Almost 70% of
!rms say that the measures
announced with the govern-
ment to deal with the crisis
are insu%cient, while only
7% say they are satis!ed.

When asked what help
they expected from the go-
vernment, 44% said tax re-
lief and incentives were the
need of the hour. 

About a third of !rms de-
manded measures to ease
the compliance burden and
to create demand. Almost
30% asked for a moratorium
on loan repayment and in-
terest payouts.

Over 70% of businesses expect 
to shrink this year: FICCI survey
Govt. action insu#cient, they say; 73% expected to cut jobs 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Non-banking !nance com-
panies (NBFCs) are planning
to write to the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) seeking clari!-
cation on what constitutes a
default, as the regulator has
mandated additional provi-
sion for accounts that are in
default.

For such accounts, a 10%
provision was mandated,
equally spread over to two
quarters — January-March
and April-June.

“The term default is not
de!ned in the circular and is
open to multiple interpreta-
tions,” said an o%cial of a
large NBFC. A loan can be
termed ‘default’ if repay-
ment is due for even one
day. According to RBI

norms, if repayment is over-
due for 0 to 30 days, it is
classi!ed under SMA 0 (spe-
cial mention account), if
overdue by 31 to 60 days, it is
SMA 1 and if overdue from 61
to 90 days, the account is
classi!ed as SMA 2.

“The word ‘default’ can
be construed to mean even a
single-day default. The cus-
tomers of NBFCs generally
do not have !xed-day in-
come like salaried em-
ployees and hence they tend
to delay paying their month-
ly EMIs over the course of
the month,” the o%cial said. 

If repayment overdue of
one day is also seen as de-
fault, then the lenders have
to make the additional provi-
sioning, which could hurt
the pro!tability of these en-

tities. NBFCs are planning to
request RBI to clarify that
the term ‘default’ should
read as loans which are
more than 30 days overdue. 

The other issue on which
NBFCs are looking for clari!-
cation is on the central bank
advisory on adjusting such
provisions.

RBI had said the above
provisions may be adjusted
against the actual provision-
ing requirements for slippag-
es from the accounts reck-
oned for such provisions. 

NBFCs now want that
they be allowed to adjust the
excess provisioning kept in
impairment reserve arising
out of provision for morato-
rium accounts which are in
default, but standard, with-
out prior approval of RBI.

NBFCs seek RBI clari"cation
on what constitutes a ‘default’
Want only loans overdue by more than 30 days tagged thus

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SE-
BI) has relaxed certain regu-
latory requirements related
to rights issues and initial
public o#ers (IPOs) to make
it easier for companies to
raise funds at a time when
the COVID-19 pandemic has
made the secondary mar-
kets increasingly volatile.

The capital markets regu-
lator has said that any listed
entity with a market capital-
isation of at least "100 crore
can use the fast track route
for rights issue. Earlier, the
base limit was set at "250
crore for such o#erings.

Further, any company
that has been listed for 18
months can raise funds
through fast track rights is-
sue. The earlier eligibility

was set at three years. 
Also, the minimum sub-

scription requirement to
make the issue successful
has been lowered from the
earlier 90% of the o#er size
to 75% of the issuance.

Meanwhile, issuers have
been allowed to amend the
issue size by up to 50% — up
from the current 20% —
without the requirement of
!ling a fresh draft o#er
document.

SEBI has also extended
the validity of its observa-
tions issued on draft docu-
ments by six months for is-
suers whose observations
have expired or will expire
between March 1 and Sep-
tember 30. SEBI issues !nal
observations on IPO draft
documents after which the
company has one year to
launch the public issue.

SEBI eases norms on
IPO, rights issues
Lowers minimum subscription 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Crude oil futures contract
price may have plunged in-
to negative territory in the
international market, but
India’s leading commodity
exchange MCX has !xed an
interim settlement price of
"1 a barrel, a move some
traders said would help big
brokers avert losses
amounting to hundreds of
crores of rupees at the cost
of others having taken a
short position.

O%cials said capital
markets regulator SEBI is
aware of the situation and
is actively looking into the
issue, while the matter has
reached the government
authorities as well, and
they want immediate ac-
tion if the exchange has
acted against regulations
or was trying to bene!t any
particular trader at the cost
of others.

SEBI lens on
MCX’s interim
settlement
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SPORT/LIFE

Arjun Bhati sells torn
shoes, raises !3.3 lakh
NEW DELHI

Young golfer Arjun Bhati,
who had earlier donated
!4.30 lakh by selling all his
trophies, has now raised !3.3
lakh by selling his torn shoes
which he wore during his
triumphant campaign at the
2018 junior World
Championships. The 15-year-
old has donated the money
to PM-CARES Fund. PTI

IN BRIEF

Top executives of all the full
members of the Internation-
al Cricket Council (ICC) will
discuss possible resumption
of international cricket and
rescheduling two new ICC
tournaments — the World
Test Championship and the
ODI Super League — during
a conference call of the
Chief Executives’ Commit-
tee (CEC) on Thursday.

The CEC has been con-
vened with cricket coming
to a standstill due to the CO-
VID-19 outbreak all over the
globe. 

The pandemic has
thrown WTC out of gear
while the start of the Super
League — scheduled in June
with a series between Sri
Lanka and South Africa —
has been postponed.

The Hindu understands
that the CEC may propose to
postpone the WTC by a
year, which would mean the
!nal could be moved from

June 2021 to June 2022. “All
the cancelled series can
thus be slotted in the win-
dow and the Boards can get
additional time to rejig the

bilateral calendar,” said an
insider.

The BCCI, meanwhile, is
likely to propose India tour-
ing as many full-member

countries as possible for a
series in the near future —
without compromising on
its commitments at home —
once the situation eases.

Revenue dynamics
“It’s public knowledge that
all the other countries’ reve-
nue through broadcast deals
depend on hosting India, so
it will be our endeavour to
try and help other boards as
much as possible,” said a
BCCI insider. 

“If the T20 World Cup in
Australia (scheduled for Oc-
tober-November) can be
postponed, it could give ad-
ditional window for mem-
ber boards to utilise it for
their domestic leagues or bi-
lateral commitments.”

In fact, BCCI is already
considering touring South
Africa for a limited-overs
tour in August-September to
resume India’s international
calendar.

ICC meeting to discuss WTC deferment 
BCCI to propose India touring as many full-member countries as possible for a series in near future 

Amol Karhadkar

MUMBAI 

Dominant show: Strong performances in the 2019 home season have put India on top of the
World Test Championship table with 360 points. * FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK

CRICKET

UEFA for completion of
league seasons
LAUSANNE

UEFA made a “strong
recommendation” on Tuesday
that domestic European
football league seasons,
currently on hold because of
the coronavirus pandemic, be
completed. “There was a
strong recommendation given
to finish domestic top division
and cup competitions,”
European football’s governing
body said. AFP

Riaz’s gesture
CHENNAI

Mohammed Riaz, former India
hockey captain, distributed
500 food packets on Tuesday
to poor people living in
Royapettah, Nungambakkam,
Anna Nagar and
Thirumanglam.

A boy growing up in Bengaluru
was spoilt for choice when it

came to making that most impor-
tant of decisions — whom to pick
as the hero to follow, to engage
with, and to get upset over (on
their behalf ) if things went wrong. 

There were the two spin greats,
Erapalli Prasanna and Bhagwat
Chandrasekhar, batting giants
Gundappa Viswanath and Brijesh
Patel, the wicketkeeper Budhi
Kunderan and his successor Syed
Kirmani. 

Below international level too
there were those who provided
endless joy and were subjects of

debates in school, players you
hoped would make the grade soon
as much by their own performanc-
es as by the strength of your
prayers. 

Fandom was di"erent those
days. There was room for the ig-
nored-though-talented. If a player
failed, no one took it as a personal
insult, although the reverse was
entertained — a century or a !ve-
wicket haul meant basking in re-
#ected glory. 

This is the story of two Vijays
who were contemporaries, both
all-rounders. Vijayakrishna was a
bowler who could bat, Vijaykumar
a batsman who could bowl. They
played key roles in Karnataka’s
!rst Ranji win. 

Vijaykumar made 66 and
claimed four for nine in the !nal
against Rajasthan while Vijayak-
rishna’s 71 was the top score. 

My notebooks might have been
full of the heroic deeds of the Test
stars, but they also had pages de-
voted to others. 

Vijayakrishna, born in the same
year as Viswanath, was one of the
most talented players not to have
represented the country. As a left
arm spinner, he came up against
Bishan Bedi, as a batsman down
the order against Eknath Solkar,
and later Karsan Ghavri.

‘Di!cult’ player
Yet, as a player and a character, Vi-
jayakrishna will always have a spe-
cial place in Karnataka cricket. He
was a rebel.

Quite early he picked up a repu-
tation for being “di$cult”, and
owed his entry into !rst class crick-
et to that !nest of men and cap-
tains, V. Subramanyam who told
the selectors he would “handle”
him; Vijayakrishna was too gifted a
player to be lost because he didn’t
say “good morning” to a passing
o$cial.

Those were key words then.
“Di$cult” and “handle”. Players
were expected to bow and scrape
to o$cialdom; captains needed

guts and charisma to overrule silly
decisions. We were too young to
realise all this, although later we
thrilled at the rumour that occa-
sionally a player would ask the
12th man to bring out a smoke at
the drinks interval, or check which
horse had won a crucial race. 

Vijayakrishna could bowl both
left arm wrist spin with a potent
googly as well as orthodox !nger
spin which he focused on as his ca-
reer progressed. 

He was a terri!c striker of the
ball, once winning the trophy for
the fastest century in the Ranji
Trophy. He was also a brilliant !el-
der at short leg who assisted Pra-
sanna and Chandra as a catcher.
The presence of these two meant
that Vijayakrishna’s opportunities
were limited since they ran
through most sides quite comfor-
tably on their own. 

Vijayakrishna stood out too for
speaking his mind. Asked about
his reaction to Sunil Gavaskar bat-
ting left-handed against Karnataka

in a Ranji semi!nal, Vijayakrishna
told a historian of Karnataka crick-
et, “I thought it was pathetic. I
wanted to react to his left-handed
batting by bowling under-arm. But
Vishy (Viswanath) stopped me and
said it was not worth it.” 

Players were unhappy at Gavas-
kar’s gesture in a match where Kar-
nataka’s other left arm spinner
Raghuram Bhat claimed 13 wickets
including a hat-trick. 

They thought it lacked grace —
although Gavaskar later justi!ed it
— but kept silent. 

Vijayakrishna !nished with 195
wickets from 80 !rst-class match-
es, scored two centuries and — the
statistic he was happiest about —
held 76 catches.

Less complicated
The other Vijay, V.S. Vijaykumar
was less complicated, both as a
person and an opening batsman.
At a time when the cry was for an
opener to partner Gavaskar in the
Indian team, Vijaykumar might

have earned a call. 
He was a !ne striker of the ball,

driving upright and pulling medi-
um pacers with abandon. 

He once made identical scores
of 94 in a Ranji quarter!nal against
Rajasthan, but that wasn’t thought
good enough. 

Not that it upset Vijaykumar too
much. He was a cheerful, glass
half-full kind of person. He opened
the bowling for Karnataka too, and
for years was the fulcrum around
which the State Bank of Mysore
team revolved, forming with M.S.
Rajappa its most potent opening
attack in the local league. 

When he opened the bowling
for South Zone in the Duleep Tro-
phy, teammate Tiger Pataudi often
took on the task of handing his Pa-
nama cap to the umpire as he
walked back to his run-up. 

It was a gesture that impressed
us schoolboys. That an India cap-
tain should do this taught us what
it meant to be part of a team. It was
a useful lesson early in life.

The two Vijays who !nished as the nearly men of Indian cricket 
Vijayakrishna and Vijaykumar served Karnataka with distinction for many years but could not make it to the national team

BETWEEN WICKETS
suresh menon

The massive popularity of te-
levision serials Ramayan
and Mahabharat on Door-
darshan has prompted the
national broadcaster to re-
view the way it picks its en-
tertainment programmes so
that people constantly prefer
it over private channels, In-
formation and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar
has said.

The Union Minister said
the current process, referred
to as L1 in programme selec-
tion, under which work is al-
lotted to the lowest bidder,
had “destroyed quality”.

The consequent “low
quality content” took Door-
darshan down before it saw a
revival of sorts with the re-
runs Ramayan and
Mahabharat.

The public broadcaster
decided to re-telecast Ra-
mayan on DD National and
Mahabharat on DD Bharati
during the nationwide lock-

down, and both serials have
been the most watched
programmes.

They were extremely pop-
ular when they were !rst te-

lecast over three decades
ago as well.

Mr. Javadekar said the L1
method of serial selection
was “unfortunately” intro-
duced from the 1990s
onwards.

“We want to review this
fully. The best serials should
be on the national broadcas-
ter. 

“This is our target.... We
have decided that we must
bring in good [programmes],
allow the system to bring
good serials and pro-
grammes so that people pref-
er public broadcasters over
others,” Mr. Javadekar told
PTI.

“L1 has destroyed... and
low quality of our content
was the problem which took
DD down,” he added.

He noted that other old se-
rials being re-telecast by

Doordarshan have also
drawn a good response.

‘Number one’

“DD National has been the
number one entertainment
channel for nearly a month
now,” he said.

The public broadcaster
commissioned projects from
producers, and though that
would entail big budgets at
times, it also brought Door-
darshan a huge viewership
before private channels left it
far behind.

To a question on the coro-
navirus crisis hitting the me-
dia hard, and demands to
the government made by
groups representing the in-
dustry, the Minister acknow-
ledged that the sector was
facing problems and ex-
pressed con!dence that it
would soon come out of it.

Doordarshan to review programme selection process 
Immense popularity of re-telecast Ramayan and Mahabharat prompts action from I&B Minister

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Old is gold: Doordarshan has seen a resurrection in its
fortunes with the return of Ramayan. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Sudarsan Babu, a 1988 grad-
uate of the Indian Institute
of Technology Madras. was
appointed to the United
States of America’s National
Science Board on Monday.
He is the third alumnus from
the institute to currently oc-
cupy the Board. The mem-
bers are appointed for a pe-
riod of six years.

The other two alumni are
Sethuraman Panchanathan
and Suresh V. Garimella. Mr.
Sethuraman is tipped to be-
come the director of another
prestigious institution, the
National Science Founda-
tion. One of his predeces-
sors is Subra Suresh, anoth-
er alumnus of the Institute
who is currently the presi-
dent of Nanyang Technologi-

cal University.
Mr. Babu completed

B.Tech from PSG College of
Technology and graduated
with M.Tech in Metallurgical
and Materials Engineering at
the IIT Madras in 1988. Mr.
Sethuraman completed
M.Tech in Electrical Engi-
neering in 1986. Mr. Gari-
mella graduated in 1985 in B.
Tech Mechanical Engineer-
ing. 

Institute director Bhaskar
Ramamurthi said, “Our
alumni have done us proud
in India and abroad, and
have been a great pillar of
support to their alma
mater.”

Research culture
Mahesh Panchagnula, Dean
of International and Alumni
Relations, IIT-M, said: “Hav-

ing three alumni on the
Board is a !rst for the institu-
tion. It speaks of the aca-
demic research culture that
we had established even a
long time ago and continue
to foster. 

“This is a direct validation
of the institution’s ecosys-
tem as a whole, as a research
institution going back to the
early eighties. All of these
people we talk about today
were students here in the
mid-80s. 

“The ecosystem has creat-
ed these superstars and we
have continued to grow from
strength to strength. That is
in essence why we talk about
these achievements.” 

He added that the alumni
were “deeply involved in ad-
vising the institute on its ac-
tivities.”

IIT-Madras alumnus appointed to
U.S.’s National Science Board
Babu is the third from the institute to occupy the position
R. Sujatha

CHENNAI

The coronavirus pandemic
has all but ensured that
cricket will do away with
one of its oldest practices —
the use of saliva to polish
the ball.

In the age of sanitisers
and hand washes for sav-
ing oneself from COVID-19,
the use of saliva on the ball
carries dangers on multi-
ple fronts.

It is learnt that the ICC
and the various Boards are
strongly contemplating
banning the administra-
tion of saliva on the ball. 

All that the !elders and
the bowlers might be al-
lowed to do would be to
polish the ball on their
trousers. 

The banning of saliva
will adversely impact re-
verse swing where one side
of the sphere has to be kept
shiny, and the other rough. 

And teams will be appre-
hensive of ‘working’ on the
ball as they normally do.
The bowlers will !nd their
job more challenging. Co-
ronavirus could change the
way we look at and play
cricket. 

Use of saliva 
in cricket may
be banned 
S. Dinakar

Chennai 

It’s that time of the year
when Rafael Nadal is usually
seen sinking his teeth into
the European clay season
and devouring every oppo-
nent en route to the custom-
ary French Open title.

Instead, on Monday, the
Spaniard was making his de-
but in an Instagram Live
show and looking anything
but a natural, struggled to
get Roger Federer and Andy
Murray who were waiting in
the chat room into the mix. 

Murray takes a dig
Murray took a playful dig by
writing: “this is brilliant… He
can win 52 French Opens,
but not work Instagram!”

When Federer !nally
joined Nadal, he seemed
more relieved and joyous
than he would have after
cracking the Nadal code on
clay. 

“Are we in? Did we make

it? My god,” he said. Over the
next few minutes, the two
engaged in the kind of ban-
ter fans would have had only
glimpses of during exhibi-
tion matches and the Laver
Cup.

Thrilled

The Swiss was thrilled to
know that Nadal hadn’t
picked up the racquet since
Indian Wells in early March.
“Perfect, you won’t be able
to play tennis anymore when
you come back,” he said with
a laugh.

He then asked Nadal, “if
you are a righty, then why
you play lefty?” cheekily
hinting at a conspiracy to de-
ny him more titles. 

When Nadal said it was
merely “a legend,” Federer
appeared pleased. “Then I

cannot be angry, it’s natural,
that’s !ne.”

In some encouraging
news, Federer said his surgi-
cally repaired knee was do-
ing well. 

“I had a really good !rst
six weeks, then things got a
bit slower, now it’s good
again. But I have plenty of
time. 

“After the second sur-
gery... I don’t know how ma-
ny you [Nadal] have had... it
is easier the second time
around. I don’t need to expe-
rience a third one, that’s for
sure!”

Nadal makes debut in Instagram Live show
Waiting in chat room, he struggles to get Federer and Murray into the mix

Sports Reporter

Bengaluru 

Nadal and Federer during the
chat. * INSTAGRAM/@RAFAELNADAL 

TENNIS <> This is brilliant… He
can win 52 French
Opens, but not work
Instagram!

Andy Murray, 
on Nadal’s predicament 

Sunil Gavaskar says India
can swap the T20 World
Cup with Australia and host
it this year instead of the
scheduled 2021 edition, pro-
vided the COVID-19 curve
#attens in the country.

The 2020 T20 World Cup
is scheduled in Australia
from October 18-November
15, while India is supposed
to host the next edition in
2021.

“As we all know, Australia
has barred foreigners from
entering the country till
September 30. The tourna-
ment starts mid-October so
it is looking di$cult at the
moment,” Gavaskar told In-
dia Today.

“Next year the T20 World
Cup is in India. If India and
Australia come to an agree-
ment and the COVID-19
curve in India #attens out,
they can swap. It can be

held in India this October-
November and next year in
Australia around the same
time.” 

“If it (T20 WC swap) hap-
pens that way, IPL is just
held prior to T20 World Cup
so there is enough practice
for the players. Then you
can have T20 World Cup in
November and Asia Cup in
December in UAE. Decem-
ber is a much better time to
host a tournament in the
UAE,” said the 70-year-old.

Gavaskar moots 
a T20 WC swap
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Sunil Gavaskar.
* FILE PHOTO: VIJAY SONEJI

Magnus Carlsen pulled o"
a 2.5-1.5 victory over 16-
year-old sensation Alireza
Firouzja in one of the most
awaited clashes of the
Magnus Carlsen Invitation-
al online chess tourna-
ment on Monday.

This second-round
clash was followed with
added interest since Fi-
rouzja stunned Carlsen
8.5-7.5 in the title-clash of
the Banter Blitz Cup on
April 16.

In the other match of
the day, Hikaru Nakamura
defeated Anish Giri by an
identical scoreline. 
The results (second round):
Magnus Carlsen (Nor) bt Ali-
reza Firouzja (FIDE) 2.5-1.5;
Hikaru Nakamura (USA) bt
Anish Giri (Ned) 2.5-1.5.

Carlsen tames
Firouzja
Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

Cricket Australia is consi-
dering turning its four-
match Test series against In-
dia later this year into a !ve-
game contest as it continues
looking for ways to compen-
sate the !nancial losses
caused by the COVID-19
pandemic.

India’s tour of Australia
will begin with a T20 tri-se-
ries in October and is sche-
duled to end with a four-
match Test series in Decem-
ber. In between there is the
T20 World Cup, scheduled
for an October 18 start, but
the mega event’s future is al-
so shrouded in uncertainty.

“If you contemplate the
prospect of the internation-
al season in particular being
a"ected, we have an issue of

hundreds of millions of dol-
lars on our hands,” Cricket
Australia CEO Kevin Roberts
was quoted as saying by the
Australian Associated Press
on Tuesday.

“So it’s very important
that...we do everything pos-
sible to stage the season.
Whether or not there’s peo-
ple at the venue or not...we
will explore all viable op-
tions.” he added.

Adding a !fth Test match
in the series, which could be
played in one city at a stadi-
um without spectators, is
one of the options discussed
by the the !nancially-strug-
gling CA 

“Fortunately we have a
little bit of time to work
through the di"erent scena-
rios with the India series,”
Roberts said.

CA mulling !ve-match
Test series against India 
Press Trust of India

SYDNEY

Bundesliga may 
resume on May 9 
BERLIN

Germany’s Bundesliga could
resume from May 9, leaders
of the country’s two biggest
States, Bavaria and North
Rhine-Westphalia, said,
although games can only take
place without spectators to
prevent coronavirus
contagion. AFP 

The Reserve Bank of  India (RBI) has said it has received Rs 1.13 lakh crore worth of  bids in the targeted long 
term repo operation (TLTRO) conducted for an amount of  Rs 25,000 crore with a three-year tenor. 
The RBI received 18 bids in the auction. The total bids that were received amounted to Rs 1.13 lakh crore, 
implying a bid to cover ratio — the amount of  bids received relative to the notified amount — of  4.5. 
 
What is LTRO? 
 
The LTRO is a tool under which the central bank provides one-year to three-year money to banks at the 
prevailing repo rate, accepting government securities with matching or higher tenure as the collateral. 
 
How is it different from LAF and MSF? 
 
While the RBI’s current windows of  liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) and marginal standing facility (MSF) 
offer banks money for their immediate needs ranging from 1-28 days, the LTRO supplies them with liquidity 
for their 1- to 3-year needs. LTRO operations are intended to prevent short-term interest rates in the market 
from drifting a long way away from the policy rate, which is the repo rate. 
 
Why is it important? 
 
As banks get long-term funds at lower rates, their cost of  funds falls. 
In turn, they reduce interest rates for borrowers. 
LTRO helped RBI ensure that banks reduce their marginal cost of  funds-based lending rate, without reducing 
policy rates. 
LTRO also showed the market that RBI will not only rely on revising repo rates and conducting open market 
operations for its monetary policy, but also use new tools to achieve its intended objectives.


