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into cause of Kartarpur
dome collapse
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HC halls to be sanitised
after one tests positive
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Sunday decided to close
down all court halls for
sanitisation after a sta!er
tested positive for SARS-
CoV-2.
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NEARBY

Protective gear 
must for policemen
CHENNAI

In the wake of a 52-year-old
sub-inspector being admitted
to hospital for the COVID–19
con"rmatory test, the police
have advised all personnel
involved in vehicle checks to
compulsorily wear masks and
gloves. 
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Two Russians rescued
from Annamalaiyar hills
TIRUVANNAMALAI

Aided by drones, the police
rescued two stranded Russian
nationals from the
Annamalaiyar hills on
Sunday.They had gone to the
hilltop on a “meditation
mission”. 
TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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The Ministry of Home A!airs
(MHA) on Sunday clari"ed
that supply of non-essential
goods by e-commerce com-
panies will remain prohibit-
ed during the lockdown. 

The Ministry also issued
guidelines for the movement
of migrant labourers living in
relief camps to their work-
place, within the boundaries
of a State, in areas where the
lockdown will be relaxed
from April 20. 

The Ministry asserted that
there will be no inter-State
movement of labourers.
They will be registered,
screened and those who are
asymptomatic would be
transported to their places of

work by ensuring social dis-
tancing measures. The relax-
ations will not apply to hot-
spots or containment zones,
and public transport will re-
main prohibited till May 3.

On April 15, the MHA had
revised its guidelines issued
under the Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2005, to allow the
States to decide on the addi-
tional public activities to be
allowed from April 20 in
non-hotspot zones. It said
the additional facilities

would have to be based on
strict compliance with the
existing guidelines on lock-
down measures.

As per the April 15 order,
“e-commerce companies”
and vehicles used by their
operators had been allowed
but it was not speci"ed if it
was applicable to items oth-
ers than essentials.

On Sunday, the MHA
wrote to the States to ex-
clude the e-commerce cate-
gory from the revised guide-
lines. 

In another letter, Union
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla
clari"ed that e-commerce
"rms would continue to op-
erate for home delivery of es-

sential goods, as earlier.
Commerce and Railway

Minister Piyush Goyal tweet-
ed that he was grateful to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for the clari"cation
that “e-commerce compa-
nies can only supply essen-
tial goods during the lock-
down”. “This will create a
level playing "eld for small
retailers,” he added.

The Confederation of All
India Traders issued a state-
ment claiming credit for the
exclusion of e-commerce
companies.

E-commerce !rms can’t supply
non-essential goods, says govt.
MHA issues guidelines for movement of migrant labourers within State 

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

Feeding monkeys during
the COVID-19 pandemic
could have profoundly ne-
gative e!ects in the long-
term, such as helping the
SARS-CoV-2 virus mutate
and infect primates, biolo-
gists have said in a note, ad-
vising caution.

Honnavalli M. Kumara,
principal scientist at the Sa-
lim Ali Center for Ornitholo-
gy and Natural History (SA-
CON), said it was well
documented that viruses
and endoparasites could
transmit between humans
and primates.

“The worst-case scenario
is that SARS-CoV-2 mutates
and infects other primate
species. This could lead to
many scenarios, such as the

virus a!ecting the health of
the a!ected animal popula-
tions or the animals serving
as reservoirs or hosts and
spreading the disease to
other species or human
populations,” another se-
nior wildlife biologist from
Tamil Nadu said.

“It is a matter of common
sense to limit interaction
between humans and wil-
dlife, especially primates,”
he added. Feeding primates
should be discouraged re-
gardless of the pandemic, in
order to prevent not just the
spread of diseases but also

to minimise problematic
human-primate interaction. 

Ashni Dhawale, a re-
searcher at the National In-
stitute of Advanced Studies
at Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru, who is
studying ecology and beha-
viour of the endangered
lion-tailed macaque, said
primates and humans share
a complex relationship.

A ‘provocation’
Monkey troops accustomed
to being fed by people could
view denial of food as a
“provocation,” leading to
hostile interactions. “Mon-
keys start associating hu-
mans with food, and when
food is denied, can attack
them,” she said.

Spare monkeys the virus, say biologists
Feeding primates could lead to mutated SARS-CoV-2 infecting hapless animals

Hungry troop: A forester feeding monkeys, facing a food
shortage during the lockdown, near Madurai. * S. JAMES

Rohan Premkumar

UDHAGAMANDALAM
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Emergency break: With all services suspended till May 3 as part of the e!orts to control the spread of coronavirus, rakes are
now idling at railway yards in various parts of the country. Captured above is an aerial view of trains parked at the Basin Bridge
yard in Chennai on Sunday. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
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Trainspotting

A spike in the number of
asymptomatic COVID-19
cases detected in the capi-
tal is due to the community
sampling exercise being
conducted in Delhi’s 77
containment zones, a State
government o#cial said on
Sunday. 

Earlier in the day, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said all 186 patients who
tested positive on Sunday
were asymptomatic. He
said of the 736 test results
that came in on Saturday,
186 patients who tested
positive showed no symp-
toms. This, he pointed out,
was 25% of the total results
that came in on Saturday. 

‘Community
tests spot 186
cases in Delhi’ 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI
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Pharma units still not
able to operate freely 

Vikas Dhoot

MUMBAI

A week after the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals
warned of an impending
shortage of drugs if pharma-
ceutical units are not able to
operate freely during the
lockdown, there has only
been a marginal improve-
ment in their functioning,
with employee movement,
transport and raw material
supplies still hampered, and
courier services remaining
non-functional.

Most domestic pharma-
ceutical producers are oper-
ating at 30%-50% of capaci-
ty, while larger
research-driven players say
they have hit 40%-50%. 

On April 11, the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals
told the Home Ministry that
the industry was operating
at just 20%-30% of capacity
and called for immediate
measures to bring the out-

put back to the pre-lock-
down level. 

The Department is co-or-
dinating with the Ministry of
Civil Aviation to bring in raw
materials, "nished drugs
and vaccines on special
$ights operated by Air India.
The Department of Posts
and the Railways have of-
fered pharma producers
their services to help reach
products to the hinterland. 

“Manpower availability
has improved a little, but pe-
ople who have left the cities
and gone back are hard to
replace. Materials move-
ment hasn’t improved much
and packaging also remains
di#cult to procure,” said
Daara Patel, secretary-gen-
eral of the Indian Drug Ma-
nufacturers’ Association,
which represents over 1,000
large, small and medium
companies.

Raw material supplies are hampered 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

Employees from a number
of government departments
and agencies have donated
a day’s salary toward the
PM-CARES fund. 

While the donations,
meant for COVID-19 relief,
were said to be “voluntary”,
government circulars show
that the deductions were
made directly from salaries.
Those unwilling to donate
were asked to submit their
refusal in writing.

Revenue Dept. notice
On Friday, the Revenue De-
partment in the Finance Mi-
nistry sent a circular to all
o#cials, including those on
the boards for direct and in-
direct tax. 

“It has been decided to
appeal to all o#cers and
sta! to contribute their one
day’s salary every month till

March 2021 to the Prime Mi-
nister's Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency Sit-
uation (PM-CARES) Fund to
aid the Government’s e!orts
to "ght the coronavirus pan-
demic,” the circular read.

‘Objections in writing’
“Any o#cer or sta! having
objection to it [the dona-
tion] may intimate Drawing
and Disbursing O#cer
(DDO) in writing mention-
ing his/her employee code
latest by 20.04.2020,” the
circular added.

The communication
come as a surprise to the of-
"cers and sta! of the depart-
ment as, they say, typically
requests for such contribu-
tions come through the em-
ployees’ association. Furth-
er, employees were never
asked to give it in writing if
they did not want to donate.

PM-CARES donations cut
from govt. sta! salaries
Circulars were sent to all departments

Priscilla Jebaraj
Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI
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A day ahead of a possible re-
laxation in lockdown curbs,
confusion reigned on the ac-
tual number of COVID-19
cases in the country regis-
tered on Saturday.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR),
which coordinates testing
and is the central node of da-
ta regarding the daily infec-
tions, reported that 16,365

individuals had been con-
"rmed positive. Of these
2,154 were con"rmed on Sa-
turday alone — the "rst time
the daily case load breached
the 2,000 mark. 

However, the Health Mi-
nistry, the point-Ministry for
all information regarding
COVID-19, reported only
14,792 cases and 957 new
cases.

On Sunday, the ICMR re-
ported that 17,615 indivi-

duals have been con"rmed
positive. However, the Minis-
try, which updates "gures
twice daily, continued to re-
port the lagged "gures. At
the daily afternoon brie"ng,
Joint Secretary in the Health
Ministry Lav Agarwal updat-
ed this to 15,712. By Sunday
evening, this had crept up to
16,115 but still fell short of the
ICMR’s Saturday numbers.

Confusion over mismatch in
Health Ministry, ICMR !gures 
On Sunday, ICMR reported 17,615 positive individuals

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

Goa on Sunday became
the "rst zero COVID-19
State in the country with
the last seven positive
cases also turning
negative. This makes Goa
the "rst green State in the
country with no case of
coronavirus being
reported since April 3. The
State had a total of seven
cases, of whom six had
travel history and one was
the brother of a positive
patient. " page 9

Goa is now
COVID free

The government on
Sunday directed airlines to
discontinue advance
bookings for travel from
May 4. “No decision to
commence the operation
of domestic/international
$ights with e!ect from
May 4 has been taken yet.
All airlines are hereby
directed to refrain from
booking tickets,” the Civil
Aviation Ministry told
domestic and foreign
airlines. " Page 10

Centre stops
"ight bookings

MORE REPORTS ON " PAGES 2,3, 4,

5, 8, 9, 10 & 12
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A surgeon died and as many
as 105 persons tested posi-
tive on Sunday, taking the to-
tal number of positive cases
to 1,477 and the number of
deaths in Tamil Nadu to 16.

The neurosurgeon was
admitted to a private hospi-
tal. His daughter, who was
also admitted to the hospi-
tal, is stable.

A cluster of 50 persons
from Chennai tested positive
for the COVID-19 infection.
Of this, 10 were from prim-
ary sources, or people who
had tested positive already,
and 40 others were those
who had been in contact
with them.

In Chengalpattu, three
persons, all of whom had
come into contact with posi-
tive persons, were diag-
nosed positive. Five from

Coimbatore, and six from
Cuddalore, contacts of posi-
tive persons, tested positive. 

Ten persons in Thanjavur,
who had contact with posi-
tive persons, tested positive
as did "ve from Tiruvarur. 

In Tirunelveli, two per-
sons, who were in contact
with positive persons, tested
positive. 

In Dindigul, "ve persons,
who had come into contact
with positive patients, con-

tracted the infection. 
In Kancheepuram, one

person tested positive. Two
from Madurai, three from
Nagapattinam and four from
Tenkasi, all of whom had
come into contact with
those who had tested posi-
tive, were infected.

On Sunday, 5,840 sam-
ples were taken, taking the
total samples to 40,876. Of
these, 31,853 samples tested
negative. 

Results awaited
The testing of 2,411 samples
is under process and 5,135
are repeat samples, health
o#cials said. Of the 2,10,538
passengers, who were
screened at various airports
in the State, 1,04,936 were
under home quarantine as
of Saturday. O#cials said
85,253 passengers had com-
pleted the 28-day follow-up. 

One death, 105 new cases in T.N.
A cluster of 50 persons from Chennai test positive

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

A sample being taken from a
patient in Chennai on
Sunday. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
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Aided by drones, the Tiru-
vannamalai police rescued
two Russian nationals who
were stranded on Anna-
malaiyar hills on Sunday.

Superintendent of Pol-
ice M.R. Sibi Chakravarthi
said law enforcement o!c-
ers had been conducting
checks on the hills to pre-
vent unlawful activities
during the lockdown pe-
riod. During one such
check, a team spotted two
people there.

They were brought
down from the hills and,
following an inquiry, were
identi"ed as Victor, 29,
and his wife Tatiana. They
had reached Tiruvanna-
malai for a “spiritual tour”
a month ago. They were
here on a tourist visa and
had earlier been staying in
a lodging house. After ex-
hausting all their money,
they had gone to the hill-
top on a “meditation
mission”.

Two Russians
rescued 
from hills 
STAFF REPORTER

TIRUVANNAMALAI 

All the restrictions being im-
posed during the COVID-19
lockdown will continue “un-
til an o!cial announce-
ment” (on the relaxation of
norms) is made by the Chief
Minister, based on the re-
commendations of the 21-
member expert committee,
the Tamil Nadu government
said on Sunday.

The panel is expected to
submit its report to the CM
on Monday. “The CM will
examine the recommenda-
tions and take a decision ac-
cordingly,” an o!cial press
release said. It also cited the
guidelines issued by the
Centre on April 15, which
had stated that the State go-
vernments were to an-
nounce which industries,
commercial establishments
and services would be al-
lowed to function, with con-
ditions, after April 20.

A source in the Directo-
rate of Information and Pu-
blic Relations said, “There
have been reports that some
private "rms have instruct-
ed their employees to re-
port for duty on April 20,
since the Centre’s guide-

lines had recommended a
relaxation of lockdown
measures after April 20.”

Meanwhile, the Southern
Railway has inde"nitely
postponed the reopening of
administrative o!ces and
workshops across the State.

In a circular issued on
Sunday, it said a decision on

reopening the premises
across its four divisions in
the State would be taken
based on the directives of
the State government.

Parcel services
However, the Railway auth-
orities have allowed the re-
maining two divisions, in-
cluding Palghat and
Thiruvananthapuram, to re-
open the o!ces located in
Kerala.

The Southern Railway
has launched an exclusive
website and a mobile app
for booking parcel services
during the lockdown.

A senior railway o!cial
said the website will provide
information on the routes
for parcel services from the
Chennai Central and Eg-
more stations, besides the
contact numbers of the o!-
cials concerned for booking
the service.

Curbs will continue till CM
makes an announcement
21-member expert committee expected to submit report today
Dennis S. Jesudasan 

CHENNAI

Pin-drop silence: Chennai’s Anna Salai wearing a deserted look on Sunday. * M. KARUNAKARAN

The COVID-19 lockdown has
left retailers in the electron-
ics and home appliances
segment with loads of un-
sold inventory in their go-
downs. A few "rms have in-
dicated that their employees
may have to take a pay cut
for a few months, until the
situation becomes stable.
Retailers say the servicing
segment has also taken a
huge hit due to the
lockdown.

“As an industry, we have
missed [out] on three big
sales this year – the year-end
sale that happens during the
last week of March, the Ta-
mil New Year sale and the
summer sale. The stocks we
have purchased from manu-
facturers are lying in go-
downs,” said Vijay Vasanth,
CEO of Vasanth and Co.
“Most consumer electronics
dealers build up stock in Ja-
nuary and February for the
year-end and summer sales.
The inventory includes air-
conditioners and air coolers
which can be sold only dur-
ing the summer,” he added. 

March-May is a crucial pe-
riod for these retailers, as

30-35% of their total sales
happen during these
months.

Nitesh Giria, Director of
Girias, said, “The govern-
ment should permit us to
operate in accordance with
guidelines and social dis-
tancing norms. Otherwise,
all our consignments will re-
main unsold for another
year.” The lockdown has
wiped out nearly 40% of his
business this year. 

Summer-centric goods
Vishal Bysani, Vice-Presi-
dent - Marketing, Viveks,
said summer-centric pro-
ducts would remain idle for
the next one year. “Our in-
dustry should be considered
essential because for a hou-
sewife, buying a mixer, a
grinder or a fan is essential,”
he said. “Retailers will also
stop expanding their stores
for the next few quarters. On

an average, they open three
to "ve stores every three
months,” he added.

On salary cuts, retailers
are evaluating their options.
According to estimates, Ta-
mil Nadu has over one lakh
people employed in this
segment.

Industry representatives
said that if the government
allows them to resume oper-
ations post-April 20, they
would get a breather. Some
suggested that like e-com-
merce players, they could al-
low consumers to place or-
ders online by visiting their
website and get the pro-
ducts delivered to their
doorstep. The industry is al-
so seeking a reduction in
GST rates to enhance a#or-
dability for consumers and
pro"tability for retailers.

According to an analysis
of the Indian appliances and
consumer electronics mar-
ket by CARE Ratings, the in-
dustry is likely to su#er a
considerable loss in sales go-
ing forward. It may be noted
that even if the spread of the
pandemic is curtailed, con-
sumer sentiment is expect-
ed to remain unfavourable
and demand, muted. 

Godowns packed with unsold inventory; pay cuts loom

Sangeetha Kandavel

CHENNAI 

Lockdown leaves electronics,
home appliance retailers reeling 

<> March-May is a
crucial period for
these retailers, as
30-35% of their
total sales happen
during these
months

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday assured
Chief Minister Edappadi
K. Palaniswami that an
adequate quantity of ra-
pid test kits will be allotted
to Tamil Nadu.

An o!cial press release
stated that Mr. Modi spoke
to Mr. Palaniswami over
the phone and enquired
about the e#orts being
made to combat CO-
VID-19. The Chief Minister
apprised Mr. Modi about
the situation in Tamil Na-
du. “The Chief Minister al-
so urged the Prime Minis-
ter to allot more rapid test
kits to Tamil Nadu, since
more testing was to be
done. The Prime Minister
said he will,” the release
added. 

PM assures
CM of supply
of testing kits

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Narendra Modi

The AIADMK government’s
handling of the crisis
caused by the COVID-19
pandemic conveys too
strong a political message to
miss. 

Chief Minister Edappadi
K. Palaniswami’s approach
has been not to give an inch
of space to the Opposition
in strategising and imple-
menting measures to deal
with the problem. 

“Politically speaking, his
approach appears to be a
smart move as he wants to
appropriate to his party the
credit for all the steps being
taken by the government,”
says P. Ramajayam, Assis-
tant Professor, Centre for
Study of Social Exclusion
and Inclusive Policy, Bha-
rathidasan University,
Tiruchi.

But the academician and
K. Jayakumar, Tiruvallur
Member of Parliament and
working president of the Ta-
mil Nadu Congress Commit-
tee (TNCC), feel that in a de-
mocracy, it has been a
well-established practice
and convention for the rul-
ing party to take the Oppo-
sition into con"dence. 

“It is good for the ruling
party and the people of the

State that the government
engages with the Opposi-
tion and civil society in
times of a disaster or a ca-

lamity of any type,” Dr. Ra-
majayam points out. 

“It is not merely a health-
related matter [as contend-
ed by the CM]. Most of it
concerns the management
of resources in times of a
crisis. This is why we, in the
Opposition, demand that
the Chief Minister consult
us. Does not the Prime Mi-
nister have a discussion
with leaders of other par-
ties? Why did the Chief Mi-
nister have a meeting of the
Cabinet on the lockdown
extension?” the TNCC work-

ing president asks. 
Though the government

appears to be in no mood to
accede to the demand for
an all-party meeting, over
the last one month or so, it
has responded favourably
in its own way to some of
the demands of the Opposi-
tion. 

During the early stage of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the DMK and the Congress
had urged that the Assemb-
ly session, which was origi-
nally scheduled to go on till
April 9, be brought to an
end earlier than the revised
date of March 31. The go-
vernment, which initially
rejected the request, subse-
quently got the session
wrapped up by March 24. 

Taking a hard line 
Similarly, on the issue of let-
ting political parties and
others engage in the direct
distribution of relief mate-
rial and food to a#ected
persons during the lock-
down, the government ap-
peared to take a hard line at
one point in time, but then
toned down its position fol-
lowing the Opposition’s
strong criticism of its ap-
proach. More importantly,
on the matter of extending
the period of lockdown,

despite the Opposition’s ag-
gressive call for an exten-
sion, the government kept
on referring to the Cabinet’s
resolution on April 11 of pre-
ferring to go by what the
Prime Minister decides. But
less than 24 hours before
Mr. Modi’s scheduled ad-
dress on the morning of
April 14, the Chief Minister
announced his decision to
extend the lockdown till
March 31, which was later
stretched further till May 3
in line with the Prime Minis-
ter’s announcement. 

Replying to criticism,
Fisheries Minister D. Jaya-
kumar says that from the
angles of both public health
and administration, the go-
vernment has been follow-
ing “right strategies and the
right path. So, there is no
need for a rethink”. 

Before its move to extend
the lockdown, the govern-
ment had consulted a host
of public health and medi-
cal experts of eminence. As
for the public administra-
tion, “where have we gone
wrong”, the Minister won-
ders. “We have been imple-
menting all the welfare
measures and taking steps
to lessen the pain of the
common man, amid severe
constraints,” he adds. 

Cold-shouldering the Opposition 
in the midst of a pandemic
CM’s approach is seen as an attempt to appropriate all the credit to his party

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

Edappadi K. Palaniswami

NEWS ANALYSIS

The COVID-19 lockdown
seems to have brought out
the best in farmer producer
organisations (FPOs), num-
bering 550 in Tamil Nadu.

The FPOs, which had
been functioning in a low-
key manner over the last "ve
years or so, broadly taking
care of the “back-o!ce” op-
erations of the State’s farm
sector, are now engaged in
the supply of fruits, vegeta-
bles and other essentials to
consumers during the lock-
down, according to Principal
Secretary (Agriculture) and
Agricultural Production
Commissioner Gagandeep
Singh Bedi.

As per o!cial data, over
100 tonnes of fruits, 447
tonnes of vegetables and 116
tonnes of groceries were
supplied by 90 FPOs
through various marketing
channels, including 65 farm-

ers’ markets (Uzhavar Sand-
hai), 44 wholesale markets,
125 retail establishments and
45 mobile units.

Giving select illustrations,
Mr. Bedi said that several
FPOs were also running 13
primary processing centres
(PPCs), wherein packing and
sale of the produce were ta-
ken up, along with process-
ing. 

The Pochampalli PPC in
Krishnagiri district, operat-
ed by the Theni Fruits and

Vegetables Producers’
Group, an arm of the Tamil
Nadu Banana Producers’
Company, supplies packed
vegetables to the Tamil Nadu
Horticulture Development
Agency for the e-thottam on-
line market. 

A few days ago, the group,
along with Greeners Agro
Products India, exported 12
tonnes of tomato to Mal-
dives. 

“Today, Our Cumbum
Western Ghats Banana Pro-

ducer Group [another arm of
the Producers’ Company], is
engaged in exporting 30
tonnes of banana to Iran,”
Mr. Bedi pointed out, adding
that FPOs in Nilgiris were en-
gaged in online sale through
a tie-up with food aggregator
Zomato.

However, there is a di#e-
rent view about the role of
FPOs.

Arupathy Kalyanam, a
leading farmer of Mayila-
duthurai, said that though
the concept of FPOs was
laudable, such organisations
in the Cauvery delta were yet
to make a big impact. In the
name of enlisting more farm-
ers, such organisations may
stretch beyond a cluster of
three or four contiguously-
located villages. 

“Such an approach may
not serve the interests of
farmers in the long-run, and
should not be pursued,” Mr.
Kalyanam cautioned.

Lockdown brings out the best in 
farmer producer organisations
They are supplying fruits, vegetables and groceries through various channels 

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

Bigger role: A !le picture of a farmer producer organisation 
near Aruppukottai.

The Central government is
o#ering to provide an addi-
tional 5 kg rice per person
per month for the next
three months to non-priori-
ty household (NPHH) card-
holders in States and Union
Territories. 

But the o#er carries a
cost. For NPHH cardhol-
ders, the rice will be provid-
ed at $22 per kg, whereas
for priority household
(PHH) cardholders, the
Centre is providing 5 kg rice
per person per month, free
of cost, for three months —
April, May and June — under
the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Ann Yojana

(PMGKAY).
The o#er has been made

to Tamil Nadu as well, and
the State is considering the
proposal. There is a view
within the State govern-
ment that the cost is on the
higher side. Food Minister
R. Kamaraj, at a video-con-
ference session last week
with Union Food Minister
Ram Vilas Paswan, remind-
ed the latter of the Chief Mi-
nister’s request to the
Centre for the provision of
free rice to around 85.99
lakh NPHH cardholders (co-
vering a population of
around 3.07 crore).

As for the availability of
rice in T.N., the Food Cor-
poration of India’s godowns

have a stock of 13.5 lakh
tonnes, which can cater to
the State’s requirements for
four-and-a-half months, at
the pre-COVID-19 level of
three lakh tonnes a month.
Since the imposition of the
lockdown, T.N. has received
around 2.6 lakh tonnes of
grains by train from various
States, including Telanga-
na, Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha. Besides, the Tamil
Nadu Civil Supplies Corpo-
ration has its own stock.

Free rice component
Pointing out that the State
government had lifted
about 2.2 lakh tonnes of rice
so far this month, R.D. Na-
zeem, Executive Director

(South), Food Corporation
of India, said the free rice
component under the
PMGKAY entailed around
1.78 lakh tonnes a month for
Tamil Nadu. As for the latest
o#er, the State can get
around 1.5 lakh tonnes.

The Union government
has also launched a scheme
of supplying rice or wheat
to registered charitable in-
stitutions or non-govern-
mental organisations that
are engaged in relief opera-
tions like providing cooked
meals to the needy, includ-
ing migrant labourers and
other vulnerable groups.
The cost of rice will be $22
per kg and wheat, $21 per
kg.

Priority household cardholders are getting it free-of-cost for three months

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

Central govt. o!ers additional rice at 
"22 per kg to non-priority households

The COVID-19 lockdown
may have had a dispropor-
tionate e#ect on di#erent
sections of society, but ev-
ery a#ected family has
struggled with grief, more
so when having to deal
with the unexpected death
of a loved one. There have
been instances of commu-
nal amity, notwithstand-
ing the hatred spread by
some sections of social
media users. 

When 78-year-old Ra-
machandran died in Chen-
nai a few days ago, many
of his friends and relatives
stayed put in their homes
due to the lockdown. And
when it was time to per-
form the last rites and the
funeral, his family realised
that they needed help.
That’s when they ap-
proached their Muslim

neighbours.
K. Santhanakrishnan,

Ramachandran’s brother,
spoke of how glad he was
to see that people had vo-
lunteered to help. “In the
times that we are living in,
it shows that humanity
and kindness are the only
things that matter at the
end of the day. We all will
help each other, and caste,
creed or religion should
never come in the way,” he
said.

Last rites 
Tamil Nadu Muslim Mun-
netra Kazhagam’s Anna
Nagar unit secretary Sad-

dam Hussain said Rama-
chandran’s family had said
that as per tradition, six
people needed to be there
to lift the body. “Mo-
hammed, Zakir Hussain,
Saddam Hussain, Mo-
hammed Ali and Nizamud-
din helped the bereaved
and shouldered the body
until the last rites were
performed,” he added.

Mr. Ali said he had
heard from his acquain-
tances that Ramachan-
dran was a nice person,
and was more than willing
to help. 

“Though we didn’t
know each other personal-
ly, I heard he was a gener-
ous and kind gentleman.
He was holding a respecta-
ble post in the government
till he retired, and did
some great work. We were
glad that we were able to
help in whatever small
way we could,” he added. 

Lockdown brings out communal amity in the time of a tragedy

Sunitha Sekar 
Udhav Naig 

CHENNAI

Muslim neighbours help Hindu
man’s kin conduct his funeral 

<> Though we didn’t
know each other

personally, I heard he
[Ramachandran] was a
generous and kind
gentleman 
Mohammed Ali

Neighbour of deceased
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Timings

CHENNAI

MONDAY, APR. 20

RISE 05:54 SET 18:22

RISE 04:14 SET 16:24

TUESDAY, APR. 21

RISE 05:53 SET 18:23

RISE 04:51 SET 17:09

WEDNESDAY, APR. 22

RISE 05:53 SET 18:23

RISE 05:27 SET 17:55

Chennai Corporation has
started testing its front line
workers, the police and me-
diapersons for coronavirus
disease (COVID-19). The col-
lection of samples has been
taken up following reports of
SARS-CoV-2 infection among
those involved in !ghting the
pandemic. 

Corporation Commission-
er G. Prakash said: “The en-
tire city is considered a con-
tainment zone. The
door-to-door survey of resi-
dents is under way. Areas
that have reported positive
cases are being monitored.
Front line workers are creat-
ing awareness on social dis-
tancing. They play a key role
in saving lives and helping
residents during the lock-
down.” 

Testing of front line work-
ers was being done in
centres such as Bharathi Wo-
men's College. 

On Monday, the testing is

likely to be done at Omandu-
rar Government Mulsti Spe-
cialty Hospital. 

The Corporation had
been able to identify many
residents with COVID-19 af-
ter testing centres were set
up last week in various parts
of the city. 

“We have tested 6,300
samples. We have identi!ed
50 positive cases. The preva-
lence is 0.8%,” said Mr. Pra-
kash. 

“Front line workers are
tracing the contacts of the

persons who tested positive.
This is a very important da-
ta,” said Mr. Prakash.

Chennai Corporation has
created 85 containment
zones in the city where posi-
tive cases had been reported
in the past few weeks. The
civic body had taken steps to
prevent crowding in areas
such as Koyambedu whole-
sale market where the risk of
spread was high. The police
had been allowing only trad-
ers holding passes issued by
the Corporation and Chen-

nai Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority into the
market.

“Direct sale to residents
has stopped in Koyambedu
wholesale market. The
crowd has reduced. People
are maintaining social dis-
tancing,” said Mr. Prakash.

Pointing to the manpower
shortage in various indus-
tries leading to reduction in
supply of pulses and cooking
oil in the city, Mr. Prakash
said the problem would be
solved immediately.

Corpn. begins testing its sta! 
Samples of front line workers, mediapersons are likely to be taken today 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

High-risk personnel: Police personnel undergoing tests at the Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital on Sunday. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ

In the wake of a 52-year-old
sub-inspector admitted to
the Rajiv Gandhi Govern-
ment General Hospital for
COVID–19 con!rmatory test
on Saturday, the police have
advised all personnel in-
volved in vehicle checks to
compulsorily wear masks
and gloves. 

The SI was in charge of a
patrol team and is a resident
of police quarters at Alan-
dur. He was initially tested at
the RGGGH and the result
turned out to be positive for
SARS-CoV-2. But he re-
mained asymptomatic. 

He had been admitted to
special ward for a con!rma-
tory test, said police
sources.

Meanwhile, all his col-

leagues in the Esplanade
police station and other resi-
dents of the police quarters
at Alandur have been taken
for tests. “The Esplanade
station premises houses law
and order, crime, tra"c and
even the o"ce of the Assis-
tant Commissioner. We will
be testing all and quarantin-
ing those with symptoms,”
said a senior police o"cer.

Vehicles disinfected
The health department has
started disinfecting the pa-
trol vehicles in the Espla-

nade station. “We are spray-
ing disinfectant in the entire
station and the quarters
where he lived. All neces-
sary precautions are being
taken,” said the o"cer.

He said that as on date
each station had been pro-
vided with 15 personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE).
“Those attached to the go-
vernment hospitals have
been provided more than
100 sets. These can be used
only once and have to be dis-
posed of safely after being
worn,” said the o"cer.

Esplanade SI in
hospital; his
colleagues
undergo test 

Vivek Narayanan 

R. Sivaraman 

CHENNAI

Sanitisation drive: Corporation personnel spraying
disinfectants at the B2 Esplanade police station on Sunday.

* B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Protective gear a must for 
policemen checking vehicles 

It is not just the State and its
agencies but also the Tamil
Nadu State Legal Services
Authority (TNSLSA), led by
Justice Vineet Kothari of the
Madras High Court, which
has been arranging food,
groceries, medical help and
travelling passes for people
in the time of lockdown im-
posed to !ght COVID-19.

According to TNSLSA
member-secretary K. Rajase-
kar, Justice Kothari received
a frantic call from the family
of a pregnant woman seek-
ing assistance to reach their
native place in Kerala. Steps
were taken to get a travel
pass to the family which
managed to reach the bor-
der but got stranded there
because of the blockade by
Kerala police.

“Immediately, Justice
Kothari spoke to a Kerala

High Court judge who in
turn alerted the Chief Minis-
ter as well as Chief Secretary
of Kerala. After intervention
from the highest level, the
family was allowed to enter
Kerala and reach Palakkad
on condition that all the
members of the family must
remain in home quarantine
for 14 days. This also led to
Kerala government issue
fresh guidelines on permit-
ting pregnant women enter
the State despite lockdown. 

Food distributed
Similarly, TNSLSA has ar-
ranged groceries and medi-
cal help for 30 aged farmers
in Pattukottai taluk of Than-
javur district. It saved the life
of an octogenarian woman
in dire need of a feeding
tube in Chengalpattu dis-
trict,” he said.

Further, the legal authori-
ty provided food to 20 Narik-

urava families at Salavakkam
in Chengalpattu district and
to 25 employees of a circus
at Thottiyam in Tiruchi. It
gave two ventilators to a go-
vernment hospital in Tiru-
vallur with the assistance of
a non-governmental organi-
sation. It had obliged re-
quests received regarding re-
lief for migrant workers.

“We received requests
from West Bengal and Mani-
pur State Legal Services
Authorities for the safety of
nearly 500 migrant labour-
ers. Around 90% of those
people were traced and pro-
vided with food and shelter.
We are providing assistance
to victims of domestic vio-
lence through WhatsAPP
helpline in all 32 judicial dis-
tricts,” Mr. Rajasekar added.

The WhatAPP numbers
are Chennai (9443244365)
and Kancheepuram
(9884040488). 

Legal services authority to the
rescue of pregnant woman 
Family leaves for Kerala after intervention by top o!cials 

Legal Correspondent

CHENNAI

Ten transgenders had been
rendering help to the Grea-
ter Chennai Corporation
(GCC), as volunteers, in Thi-
ruvanmiyur division to con-
duct door-to-door survey for
coronavirus disease (CO-
VID-19) and SARI symptoms.

These transgenders have
been roped in by the Tamil
Nadu Corporation for Deve-
lopment of Women, under
the Tamil Nadu National Ur-
ban Livelihood Mission
(TNULM) scheme, to assist
the GCC.

“A few of them ap-
proached me as they did not
have employment. Hence I
approached the GCC and

used them as volunteers.
They have been collecting
data from households for the
past two weeks,” said S. Rad-
ha, community organiser, di-
vision 181 and 182, zone 13,
Tamil Nadu Corporation for
Development of Women

M. Nila, 34, of Perumbak-
kam, a B. Pharma degree

holder, has been running an
NGO called PHARM Founda-
tion for the education and
empowerment of transgen-
ders. “We cover 120 houses a
day and have been doing it
for the past two weeks. We
check for symptoms. Till
date the residents have been
responding properly to our

questions and have ex-
pressed concern about our
safety during the pandem-
ic,” said Ms. Nila

All the 10 volunteers have
been provided with masks,
gloves and a coat. “We have
identity cards. Some of the
other volunteers are Rashi-
ka, Subashree and Afreen.
We have to volunteer for
three months and will be
paid on a monthly basis,”
she added.

Ms. Radha said the trans-
genders had been working
hard as they treated it as an
important responsibility.
“The stigma against trans-
genders should go. This is a
!rst step towards it. While
the government should pro-
vide more employment op-
portunity to their fraternity,
companies should sponsor
their education. This will
help them come up in life,”
she said.

10 volunteers
have been hired
for three months 

Vivek Narayanan
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Overcoming social barriers: Transgender volunteers checking
households in Besant Nagar. * M. KARUNAKARAN

Transgenders help in door-to-door survey 

The city police on Sunday
arrested a junior actor for
hoarding liquor ahead of
the lockdown and selling
them at higher prices. 

Following a tip-o#, a
special team raided a
house on Anna Main Road,
MGR Nagar, and arrested
Rizwan, 30. Rizwan has
acted in a few !lms. He
used to deliver liquor at the
doorstep of customers. 

The police also arrested
two persons, M. Devaraj,
40 and Pradeep, 31.

Actor held for
selling liquor 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

The Prohibition Enforce-
ment Wing of the Tiruval-
lur police has deployed
drones to crack down on
smuggling of illicit liquor
from Andhra Pradesh
through Tiruvallur district.

Recently, the police
nabbed a few persons
bringing illicit liquor from
the neighbouring State. 

Chief Minister Edappadi
K. Palaniswami has appre-
ciated SP P. Aravindan on
Twitter for his initiative.

Tiruvallur PEW
uses drone 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

SITUATION VACANT

GENERAL

Three more doctors tested
positive for the COVID-19 on
Sunday at the Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hospi-
tal. As of Sunday, 14 doctors
have tested positive for the
infection. 

With the number of a#ect-
ed doctors continuing to

rise, the Federation of Go-
vernment Doctors’ Associa-
tion has written to Health Se-
cretary Beela Rajesh urging
the government to provide
proper protection to health-
care providers.

The federation has de-
manded that standard perso-
nal protection equipment
(PPE) kit be adequately ar-
ranged for doctors, nurses
and other healthcare work-
ers handling COVID-19 pa-
tients. 

It has appealed to the doc-
tors toundergo test for the in-
fection. It demanded that

doctors and nurses be put on
COVID-19 duty only for six
hours and provided 14 days
of quarantine on completing
week-long duty. They should

be given accommodation
away from the hospital to
avoid spreading the infection
to other sta#, family and
community.

This was not being done
currently, a doctor said. “A
cardiology PG who tested
positive in the RGGGH had
contracted the infection af-
ter treating a patient in CO-
VID-19 ward. He had fever
two days later and by then
the infection had spread
across the ward,” a doctor
said. 

At the Government Stan-
ley Hospital, the nurses

worked for a week in the
ward and were given a
week’s quarantine but stayed
in the hostel, according to
the o"cials. This was a cause
for worry as the nurses who
worked in the COVID-19
ward should be isolated.

Prolonged exposure 
Doctors said nurses invaria-
bly worked longer, some-
times over eight hours and
were therefore vulnerable to
infection. They had been de-
manding that they be tested
for the infection as they were
in the front line. Although

doctors and nurses had grea-
ter exposure to infection,
they had not undergone
tests. 

The federation wanted the
government to keep a third
of doctors as resreve. “Don’t
bring all of them to hospital.
With all elective surgeries
put on hold, we can use the
resources judiciously,” a doc-
tor pointed out.

The federation wanted the
government to announce a
compensation of $1 crore for
the family of Jayamohan, a
doctor in the Nilgiris, who
died while on duty.

Doctors seek PPE kits for all healthcare workers
So far, 14 doctors
have tested
positive for
COVID-19

Many doctors are yet to be
tested. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 
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75-year-old man dies 
in Chidambaram
CUDDALORE

A 75-year-old man admitted
to the isolation ward at the
Rajah Muthiah Medical
College and Hospital, in
Chidambaram, with
suspected symptoms of
COVID-19, died on Sunday.
Sources in the Health
department said that the
deceased, a resident of
Manjakuppam in Cuddalore,
was admitted to a private
hospital here on April 14,
with difficulty in breathing. 

IN BRIEF

Police officer suspended
for misconduct
PUDUCHERRY

The Home Department has
suspended Deputy
Commandant of India Reserve
Battalion R. Subash for
allegedly abusing a woman
constable while on mobile
patrol to enforce prohibitory
orders. Following his arrest,
the police headquarters had
recommended disciplinary
action against the DC for
misconduct. His suspension
came into effect after the Lt.
Governor gave approval on
Friday, said a senior official.

Man hacked to death 
in Vellore
VELLORE

A 34-year old man from SSK
Maniam in Kosapet, was
hacked to death on Sunday.
Police said Udhayakumar was
running a social club near his
house. Unidentified men
attacked him with sharp
weapons. People who found
him bleeding alerted the
police. There were several
cases pending against the
victim in various police
stations in the district.
Previous enmity was
suspected. 

Woman from T.N. tests
positive in A.P.
VISAKHAPATNAM

One COVID-19 positive case
was reported from the
Visakhapatnam Urban limits
on Sunday. According to
officials, the patient, a 55-
year-old woman from Tamil
Nadu, was a close contact of
two positive cases from
Narsipatnam. The patient was
among the five women who
were part of 10 persons from
Tamil Nadu who went to
Delhi in March and returned
to the city by train. Owing to
the lockdown, they were
stranded in the city. Later
they were shifted to an
isolation facility. 

The Madras High Court on
Sunday decided that it shall
close down all its court halls
for sanitisation and that jud-
icial proceedings in ex-
tremely urgent cases shall
henceforth be held only
through videoconferencing
until further orders.

Chief Justice Amreshwar
Pratap Sahi took the deci-
sion after a Law O!ce sta"
tested positive for COVID-19
after initial confusions over
him having tested positive
in the #rst test and negative
in the con#rmatory test.

Employee tests positive 
Two judges and law o!c-
ers, who were present in
the court on Wednesday
and Thursday, when the
sta" had come to court,

were tested on Saturday.
Steps have also been taken
to get the court employees
tested on Monday.

A circular issued by Re-
gistrar General C. Kumarap-
pan on Sunday read: “All
judicial functioning by the
respective honourable judg-
es, as per the roster as-
signed, will take place only
through video conferencing
until further orders.

“The court halls will not

be accessible for any judi-
cial function during the
lockdown period to keep
the court halls sanitised and
hygienically #t for future
use.” The court had already
decided to extend till May 3
the restricted functioning of
courts in the State.

It was also decided that
the summer vacation due
next month for the High
Court as well as all trial
courts in Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry would stand
postponed sine die and that
the courts would function
in May too to compensate
loss of work hours now. 

The Madras High Court
has decided to commence
e-#ling of cases from Wed-
nesday. It will be entertain-
ing bail petitions alone
through the electronic
mode.

HC to hold proceedings
through videoconferencing
Court decides to close all halls for sanitisation 
Legal Correspondent

CHENNAI

avoid contact with others. I
waited anxiously for the test re-
sults, which came back posi-
tive for COVID-19. I right away
informed the head of my de-
partment at Apollo Hospitals,
who advised me to go to our
hospital at Vanagaram that had
been converted into a CO-
VID-19 speciality hospital.

Taking due care, I reached
the hospital in Vanagaram,
where I was immediately ad-
mitted to the isolation ward on
4th April. I underwent a com-
plete medical check by a team
of senior consultants across
specialities, with various tests
for any other existing co-mor-
bidities. There was no other se-

rious problem and I was glad
for my healthy lifestyle at 40
years of age.

Con!rmatory test 
The con#rmatory test also
came back as positive for CO-
VID-19 and my treatment be-
gan. I was prescribed hydroxy-
chloroquine and other
medicines for my symptoms as
per the guidelines. The medi-
cal sta" took the utmost care of
me. My condition was moni-
tored continuously. A team of
doctors visited me every day
and gave updates about my
health. Even though they used
to be dressed up in PPE with
faces hidden behind masks,
their visits helped me a lot, as
being in isolation is not easy.
With no other visitors and only
a television for company, I
looked forward to the doctors’
visits. The sta" nurses sincere-
ly attended to me, giving me
my diet, and medications ad-
ministered on time without de-
lay. The housekeeping sta" en-
sured that my room and the
surroundings were clean and
tidy.

I was fortunate that my
symptoms did not include any
respiratory complaint and
there were no other complica-

As a doctor posted at the
Apollo Emergency Clinic
at the Chennai Airport, I

was worried about the expo-
sure to the SARS-CoV-2 virus
while on duty. However, I con-
tinued to work until passenger
operations stopped as part of
the national lockdown, taking
precautions such as wearing a
mask and washing hands
regularly.

My tryst with COVID-19 be-
gan on March 31 when I started
to get a fever and a sore feeling
in my throat. It was okay with
paracetamol for a day or two
but then the symptoms in-
creased in intensity — a high
fever accompanied by chills,
headache, and sore throat. The
headache stood out in its sever-
ity. I had never experienced
such a severe headache in my
life. The fever went up to 102
degrees and left me feeling
exhausted.

Keeping in view the situa-
tion and the fact that I had
been working at the airport
with the potential risk of expo-
sure to the virus from any in-
fected passengers, I decided to
get my COVID-19 testing done
immediately. I had already iso-
lated myself in my room and
was taking all precautions to

tions. I began to feel better. The
fever subsided and the medica-
tion stopped after the course
was completed. On 13th April, I
was re-tested for COVID-19 and
to my great relief, the result
was negative. The test was re-
peated after 24 hours as per
the protocol and guidelines
from WHO and when that too
came negative; I was dis-
charged on 15th April, after be-
ing successfully treated for
COVID-19.

It was while I was walking
out of the hospital that the real-
isation struck! I had been one
of the over two million patients
around the world who were
con#rmed cases of COVID-19. I
had been successfully treated
for this infection and dis-
charged after a full recovery. I
raised a silent prayer of thanks
from my heart to the doctors,
nurses, lab technicians, house-
keeping sta" and others who
took care of me. I wish them
and the thousands of doctors
working round the clock all the
best to continue their noble job
and keep saving lives! I also
look forward to joining my du-
ties again soon!

(The author works in Apollo
Emergency Clinic, Apollo Hospi-
tals Group)

‘How I fought COVID-19 and won!’

An Easter greeting with a
photo of a Santa snowman
on the deck of a ship on the
Arctic Ocean landed recently
on the WhatsApp number of
the family of a merchant na-
vy engineer in the city.

The electronics engineer
is among the thousands of
seafarers of di"erent nation-
alities stuck on the high seas
and unable to return home
due to the COVID-19 lock-
down. 

As COVID-19 laws have
gotten tighter across the
globe in recent weeks, thou-
sands of seafarers are stuck
on their vessels with no idea
when they will reunite with
their family.

“We are virtually like cas-
taways with no clear idea of
when it will be possible to re-
turn home,” said Upendra
(name changed on request),
who has not set foot on land

for well over a month. And
because of the COVID-19 sit-
uation, there were hassles
dropping cargo at Rafnes,
Norway and Skagen, Den-
mark, he said. 

He had left the city on
March 4 and $ew out from
Chennai to Houston via Do-
ha where he joined the LNG
container ship. The loading
port was in the US and the
discharging ports included

Norway, Denmark and Scot-
land. “I should have been
home with my wife and one-
and-a-half-year-old son in
normal course. But, now I
am lucky if I am even able to
speak to them on phone,”
said Upendra. “For three
weeks, I survived on bread,
peanut butter and corn-
$akes, as I don't eat pork or
beef,” he said.

Among the 18 crew are
Russians, Chinese, Sri Lan-
kan, Romanian and Ukra-
nian besides two other In-
dian seafarers.

Flooded with calls
According to the Indian

chapter of the International
Seafarers Welfare and Assis-
tance Network (ISWAN), UK,
the number of seafarers
stranded in the seas in the
lockdown could be between
30,000 and 40,000. Many
have had their contracts ex-
tended as they are unable to

sign o". “Our 24/7 helpline is
$ooded with calls from sea-
farers reporting high stress
levels and anxiety about
their loved ones,” said Chi-
rag Bahri, Director of Re-
gions, ISWAN, Noida.

Many face uncertainty ov-
er when they would be able
to sign o". Given the nature
of trans-national navigation
associated with the occupa-
tion, it is best for seafarers to
stay put on the ship and to
follow guidelines of respec-
tive countries until restric-
tions ease along a swathe of
regions for a viable route
home to materialise, he said.

ISWAN has submitted a
memorandum to the Ship-
ping Ministry highlighting
the need for ensuring a safe
corridor for seafarers to re-
turn home once the lock-
down lifts and also to pro-
vide #nancial assistance to
seafarers who have been
stuck at home in this period.

Merchant navy engineer in troubled waters 
The seafarer is among 18 crew stuck on a vessel in the Arctic Ocean 

The ship that is stranded on
the Arctic Ocean.

M. DINESH VARMA

PUDUCHERRY 

issued by District Collector T.
Arun.

Hotels, homestays and
lodges which are accommo-
dating tourists and persons
stranded due to lockdown,
medical emergency sta", sea
and air crew are allowed to
operate, the order said. 

All social gatherings in pu-
blic, private places and reli-
gious activities will also re-
main suspended. 

In case of funerals, congre-
gation of more than 20 per-
sons will not be permitted. 

Works under the Mahatma

The territorial administration
on Sunday issued a noti#ca-
tion extending the lockdown
till May 3 while giving relaxa-
tion to medical, #sheries,
agricultural and industrial
sectors. Public transport will
remain suspended. 

Educational institutions,
cinema halls, malls, shopping
complexes, gymnasiums,
sports complexes, bars,
theatres, assembly halls and
similar places will also remain
closed till May 3, said an order

Gandhi National Rural Gua-
rantee Act (MGNREGA) will
be allowed from Monday if so-
cial distancing is
implemented.

He said industries would
also be allowed to start opera-
tions subject to conditions. 

A separate cell has been
opened at the Collectorate to
grant permission to indus-
tries. 

The department will check
the stock balance in all outlets
and stringent action will be
initiated if any deviation was
found, he said.

Noti!cation extending lockdown issued 
Exemption for medical, !sheries, agricultural and industrial sectors 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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SHRI K Srinivasan, 85, Retd.
Deputy Manager, Indian Oil Corpora-
tion, son of late Shri A.D.Sampath
Iyengar attained Acharyan Thiruva-
di on April 18th 2020 at 173, Lake
View Road, West Mambalam, Chennai.
Deeply mourned by near and dear.
Phone: 24742302
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Wizi App, a Chennai-based
start-up, has launched a
simulator which helps bor-
rowers #nd out how much
additional interest they
have to pay for loans if they
opt for the EMI moratori-
um announced by the RBI.

“We spoke to a few cus-
tomers and understood
that there is confusion with
respect to how this will im-
pact them. So, the extent to
which the moratorium can
bene#t a customer was not
clear,” Venkatesan Ananda-
raj, founder & CEO of Wizi
App, said.

The interest calculator
for opting the moratorium
gave an objective cost for
availing the facility and
could help the customer
make a conscious and dili-
gent decision, Mr. Ananda-
raj said.

The customers can cal-
culate the interest charges
that will be additional by
opting for a deferred pay-

ment of EMI by keying in
loan parameters, such as
the loan type, total tenure
and pending tenure. Bor-
rowers get the additional
interest that they will be
liable to pay by June 2020
as the output. The simula-
tor can be accessed
through https://
wizi.app/moratorium.jsp

All loan products are ad-
ded to the calculator as in-
terest rates and maximum
tenure permitted across
these products vary widely
and the customer had to
make a call depending on
the loan ticket size and the
ageing of tenure. 

Wizi App helps customers opting for EMI moratorium 
Sanjay Vijayakumar

CHENNAI 

Simulator gives borrowers 
clue about additional interest 

The State government has
said that the coronavirus
containment areas, classi-
#ed as ‘hotspot districts'
with large outbreaks, hot-
spot districts with clusters
and non-hotspot districts
will be deemed over “when
there is no case reported in
28 days from an area after
the last case tests negative.”

Dr. Beela Rajesh, Secre-
tary, Health and Family Wel-
fare Department noted:
“Hotspots (designated red
zones) will be assumed to be
taking e"ective containment
activities, if no case is re-
ported in the next 14 days
(designated Orange zones)
and will be deemed success-
ful in containment, if no
case is reported for next 28
days.” Identi#cation of hot-
spots has to be done on a
weekly basis (every Mon-
day). 

Containment 
zones to end
after 28 days
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Monday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning, hail and squall (speed reaching 50-60 kmph) very likely at
isolated places over Jharkhand, coastal Andhra Pradesh and Tel-
angana and with lightning and squall (speed reaching 50-60
kmph) very likely at isolated places over West Bengal.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala............. 3.4....35.5....21.5 Kozhikode....................—....37.2....26.8
Ahmedabad...........—....39.6....26.3 Kurnool .......................—....39.9....28.8
Aizawl...................—....28.3....16.1 Lucknow......................—....37.2....23.7
Allahabad..............—....41.5....24.7 Madurai .......................—....38.4....26.2
Bengaluru .............—....34.2....24.0 Mangaluru ...................—....36.2....25.9
Bhopal ............... 0.1....37.4....25.6 Mumbai .......................—....34.9....27.0
Bhubaneswar.........—....36.6....21.8 Mysuru ........................—....34.9....23.9
Chandigarh ...... 40.3....33.4....19.6 New Delhi ................ 2.2....36.3....19.4
Chennai ................—....34.6....28.4 Patna ..........................—....36.8....25.7
Coimbatore ...........—....37.4....26.2 Port Blair.................. 0.1....33.2....26.8
Dehradun ........... 0.1........ —....20.6 Puducherry ..................—....35.4....27.6
Gangtok........... 28.8....18.7....13.2 Pune............................—....39.4....24.6
Goa.................. 18.5....34.5....25.3 Raipur .........................—....41.4....24.6
Guwahati ......... 50.4....29.6....18.9 Ranchi .........................—....36.6....21.5
Hubballi ................—....37.0....23.0 Shillong.................. 25.0....23.6........ —
Hyderabad ............—....36.6....26.2 Shimla...................... 6.6....20.7......7.7
Imphal ............. 10.6....30.0....15.6 Srinagar.......................—....13.7......6.4
Jaipur ...................—....34.6....25.6 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.3....27.0
Kochi ....................—....33.4....27.4 Tiruchi.........................—....39.1....28.6
Kohima .............. 5.4....20.6....11.6 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata .................—....34.6....24.8 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.0....27.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
6.00 p.m., Singrauli,
Madhya Pradesh recorded
an overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 195
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 18.

Ahmedabad..... 25 .18 .16 ....36 ...63 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 11 .22 .42 ....64 .....— ....*
Chennai .......... 08 .02 .38 ....08 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. ..— .29 120 ..... — ...91 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 14 .49 .25 ....62 ...81 ....*
Kolkata........... 05 .05 .13 ....20 ...35 ....*
Lucknow ......... 05 .36 .49 ..170 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 07 .04 106 ....33 ...66 ....*
Pune............... 28 .10 .52 ....36 ...34 ....*
Visakhapatnam 11 .42 .06 ....23 ...55 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on Sun-
day announced that the on-
going lockdown in the State
has been extended to May 7.

Brie!ng presspersons af-
ter a State cabinet meeting,
he said the lockdown would
be implemented in a tough
manner in the State.

He also said food delivery
apps would not be allowed
to operate in the State from
Monday. 

The Chief Minister said
the containment measures
initiated by the government
has brought down the dou-
bling rate signi!cantly. 

Against the national aver-
age doubling rate of less
than eight days, doubling

rate in the State was more
than 10 days and the death
rate too was signi!cantly
lower at 2.44 per cent com-
pared to the national aver-
age of 3.22 per cent with 507
deaths reported across the
country.

The State has far sur-
passed the national average
in the recovery rate which

stood at 22 per cent as com-
pared to 14 per cent across
the country. 

Tests per million popula-
tion in the State stood at 375
as compared to the national
average of 254. 

Four districts – Warangal
Rural, Yadadri Bhuvanagiri,
Wanaparthy and Siddipet re-
ported zero COVID-19 cases.

Lockdown in Telangana
extended to May 7 
CM says all measures will be implemented strictly

Press Trust of India

Hyderabad

Long wait: People maintaining social distancing while they
wait to collect relief material in Hyderabad. * PTI

Two women in Karnataka
who tested positive for CO-
VID-19 — both with Severe
Acute Respiratory Illness
(SARI) — died on Sunday,
raising the deaths in the
State to 16. 

In Andhra Pradesh, Kur-
nool, one of the most a"ect-
ed districts, recorded one
death and 26 fresh cases.

The Health Department in
Karnataka said a 65-year-wo-
man resident of Bengaluru
passed away. A 50-year-old
woman from Bantwal died in
Dakshina Kannada. 

Six new positive cases
were reported from across
the State, taking the total
number to 390. This includ-
ed the 16 deaths and 111 pa-
tients discharged. 

While four new cases
were from Mysuru, two were
from Dakshina Kannada. Of
the Mysuru cases, two had a
travel history to Delhi and
the other two belonged to

the Nanjangud cluster.
As of Sunday, 10 out of the

30 districts in Karnataka had
not reported COVID-19 posi-
tive cases.

More fresh cases of CO-
VID-19 were reported in And-
hra Pradesh. In the 24-hour

period till Sunday, 44 new
cases and one death were re-
ported in six districts, a State
bulletin said. The case tally
had gone up to 647 and the
toll touched 17.

Besides Kurnool’s 26,
Krishna and East Godavari

districts had !ve new cases
each while Guntur reported
four cases and Anantapur
three cases. Visakhapatnam
reported one. There were
!ve active cases in the city.
The current active case tally
stood at 565, who were being

treated in various COVID-19
hospitals.

Telangana reported 18
new positive cases on Sun-
day taking the total to 858.
Three more deaths were re-
ported since Saturday, taking
the total casualties to 21.

2 cases in Kerala
Kerala recorded two more
cases of COVID-19, while ad-
ding 13 persons to the list of
those who had recovered, on
Sunday. Both individuals had
travel histories. One was in
Kannur, with travel from
Abu Dhabi, and the other
from Dubai to Kasaragod.

The State’s COVID-19 tally
so far was 401. It had put 270
patients on the recovery list
and 129 persons were under-
going treatment in hospital.

The number of people un-
der surveillance stood at
55,590. Of these, 55,129 were
on home quarantine, while
461 were in isolation in va-
rious hospitals. There were
72 new hospital admissions
on Sunday.

Six die of virus in southern States
Telangana records 3 deaths and Karnataka two, A.P. reports one fatality, Kerala has 2 new cases

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru/Vijayawada/
Thiruvananthapuram

Heavy burden: Children carrying cans to collect water being distributed by the Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board at the Borabanda slum in Hyderabad on Sunday. * G. RAMAKRISHNA 
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Under the sun

By raising unnecessary con-
troversies, including the
Sprinklr deal, the Opposi-
tion in Kerala is trying to
seek political gain when the
State is waging a war against
the COVID-19 pandemic,
LDF convener A. Vijayaragh-
avan said on Sunday.

The Opposition, by criti-
cising Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan, who had been
leading the State successful-
ly in the prevention of the
pandemic, was demeaning
the State and its people, Mr.
Vijayaraghavan told repor-
ters here. 

“The Opposition is not in-
terested in people’s protec-
tion from COVID-19. They
are raising controversies to

make political gain and are
seeking the resignation of
the Chief Minister.”

The world, health experts
and social scientists were ad-
miring the excellence of the
State in !ghting COVID-19, he
said. 

“But the Opposition has
been intolerant towards the
successful model of the
State. They were not able to

tolerate the way the LDF
managed to build the peo-
ple’s unity against the epi-
demics like Nipah and CO-
VID-19 and natural disasters
like #oods and Okhi,” Mr. Vi-
jayaraghavan said. 

The Opposition was drag-
ging even the family of the
Chief Minster into the con-
troversy. They should not
forget about the last UDF te-
nure, which was rocked by
the solar controversy, he
said. Even at the peak of the
solar controversy, the fami-
lies of UDF leaders were not
brought into the issue. 

“People will realise the in-
tolerance of the Opposition.
Sprinkler deal was part of ef-
fort to utilise the state-of-the-
art technology available in
the world. There is no cor-

ruption or leakage of data.”
People should understand
the strategy of the Opposi-
tion and co-operate with the
government, he said.

‘Insulting the CM’
Meanwhile, Minister for Wel-
fare of Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and Back-
ward Classes A.K. Balan said
here on Sunday that the Op-
position was trying to insult
the Chief Minister in the
name of the Sprinklr deal. 

Mr. Balan said that there
was nothing wrong in giving
the deal to Sprinklr. The deal
did not require the permis-
sion of the Law Department
and that it was the preroga-
tive of the Information Tech-
nology (IT) Department, he
said.

LDF convener slams Opposition for raising unnecessary controversies 

Special Correspondent 

Thrissur

A. Vijayaraghavan 

‘Opposition trying to get political gain’

APSRTC buses converted
into farmers’ markets
VIJAYAWADA

Buses belonging to the
Andhra Pradesh State Road
Transport Corporation
(APSRTC), which are off the
roads due to lockdown, have
been given a makeover. A few
have been converted into
mobile ‘rythu bazars’
(farmers’ markets) and a few
others into mobile
supermarkets, taking
vegetables and groceries to
the doorstep of residents in
areas identified as red zones. 

IN BRIEF

Rise in volunteer force
enrolment in Kerala
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ongoing COVID-19 relief
efforts in Kerala have
buttressed the government’s
efforts to cultivate a
volunteer force that can be
deployed to assist law
enforcement agencies during
exigencies. A clarion call by
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
to the public to become
active partners in the State’s
efforts to contain the
pandemic has seen the
Samoohika Sannadha Sena
(community volunteer force)
rapidly nearing its enrolment
target of 3.4 lakh volunteers.
The Sena was launched in
January. 

GVMC sets up helpline
numbers for the needy 
VISAKHAPATNAM

In an attempt to provide food
or essential commodities to
the needy, the Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation (GVMC) has set
up two helpline numbers
7032017389 and
8247231403. People in need
of food or essential
commodities can dial these
numbers to approach the
GVMC Command and Control
Centre, GVMC Urban
Community Development
Project Director Y. Srinivasa
Rao said on Sunday.

Just a month ago, there was
a festive mood in the house
of 60-year-old Sonnappa, a
farmer from Hoovegal
village in Karnataka’s
Chikkaballapur district, as
he was hopeful of earning a
handsome income from the
Bangalore Blue variety of
grape grown on his 1.5-acre
vineyard.

The farmer, who had sold
the crop during the previous
year for $3.80 lakh to some
middlemen without making
proper market enquiries,
was optimistic of getting a
higher price.

But his hopes came
crashing as the COVID-19

lockdown, coupled with
several other issues, meant
no takers for his crop. “I
have a standing crop of 15 to
20 tonnes. But so far not
even a single buyer has
either made enquiries or
even visited my farm for
buying,” said Mr. Sonnappa.
“I heard that some
middlemen are quoting a
throwaway price of $2 per
kg. But even such people did
not visit our farm,” he said

“I have spent $1.5 lakh per
acre. Forget getting some
income. I now need to
spend about $25,000 on
labour to pluck the drying
grape branches,” said Mr.
Sonnappa, whose crops are
now drying up. He may have

to borrow from private
money lenders to take care
of his family. 

Mr. Sonnappa’s is not an
isolated case; almost all the

growers of Bangalore Blue
grapes are now in dire straits
as their crops have started
drying up with no takers.

Nearly 3,500 tonnes of

Bangalore Blue variety of
grapes still remains
unharvested in the !elds of
farmers. This variety of
grapes is mostly used for
juice and wine/spirit
making. 

While juice centres are
closed, wineries too have
shut their operations,
pointed out N.
Narayanaswamy, a grape
trader in Southern
Karnataka. This variety is
generally sent to Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
for juice making, and to
Maharashtra wineries.

Farmers are upset as they
feel that the government did
not act in a swift manner to
safeguard their interests.
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It’s Bangalore Blue for Karnataka’s grape farmers

B.S. Satish Kumar

BENGALURU

With juice-making units and wineries shut, nearly 3,500 tonnes of fruits remain unharvested 

No end to distress: Sonnappa and his sons at their farm in
Hoovegal village, Chickballapur district. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A Congress delegation that
met Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter B.S. Yediyurappa on Sun-
day urged him to increase
testing for COVID-19 as per
WHO protocols and provide
salaries to frontline workers
on time. 

The delegation said test-
ing of 10,000 per 10 lakh
population as per the WHO
guidelines had to be done. It
also urged the State to meet
the losses incurred by farm-
ers who were unable to
bring their produce to the
market.

The delegation that in-
cluded Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Assembly Sidda-
ramaiah, KPCC
president-designate D.K.
Shivakumar, and former Mi-

nisters R.V. Deshpande, G.
Parameshwara, and Dinesh
Gundu Rao, also highlighted
targeting of a particular
community as responsible
for spread of virus. They said
that a few BJP MPs and MLAs
had issued derogatory state-
ments. The team drew the

Chief Minister’s attention to
politicians pasting their pho-
tographs on relief materials
issued by the government.

“The government cannot
keep quiet despite poor !-
nancial condition in the
State. The Congress as an
Opposition party will coop-
erate with the State govern-
ment,” said Mr. Siddara-
maiah. He referred to the
alleged discrepancy in relief
work. “Just about $30 crore
has been released from the
Construction Workers’ Wel-
fare Board and so far only
one lakh workers have re-
ceived dry ration kits in Ben-
galuru. There are lakhs of
workers, who do not have
income nor are getting relief
from government. An-
nounce a package to safe-
guard them,” he added.

Congress urges Karnataka CM
to step up COVID-19 testing
‘Follow WHO norms of testing 10,000 per 10 lakh people’ 

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

The Congress delegation
with Karnataka Chief
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa. 

Kerala is unlikely to appeal
against the Centre’s embar-
go on liquor retail before the
national COVID-19 lock-
down ends. For now, the
State government has put
on hold the proposal to buy
liquor from bars as takea-
ways and permit consumers
to purchase alcohol from
State-run outlets by order-
ing online.

With social distancing
measures likely to be in
place well beyond May 3,
the government might also
introduce limitations on the
on-premise retail and con-
sumption of alcohol. 

O%cials said the non-
availability of legal alcohol
has spawned black markets
and illicit supply chains
centred around shuttered
bar hotels. 

On Sunday, law enforcers
booked bar hotels in Thris-
sur, Ernakulam and Idukki
for retailing liquor in bulk to
black marketeers. In Idukki,
they found the bar manage-
ment had sold a black mar-
keteer hundreds of bottles
after removing the seal of
the Excise Commissioner to
mask the provenance of the
hoard. The cases detected
so far were just the tip of the
iceberg, sources said. 

The Excise Department
had not enumerated and
sealed liquor stocks in bars
after the announcement of
the lockdown on March 21.
It has now begun the pro-
cess. The emergence of
domestically distilled hooch
as a substitute for legal liqu-
or is worrying enforcers. Of-
!cials said commercial level
distillation of hooch has re-
surged in several localities.

Online, takeaway liquor
sale put on hold in Kerala
Appeal against embargo unlikely 
G. Anand

Thiruvananthapuram 
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EDITORIAL

Second class netizens
August 5, 2019 will be noted
as a landmark day in the
annals of Jammu and
Kashmir as well as the rest
of India. It was on this day a
promise was made in
Parliament that the people
of J&K were about to notice
a positive change in their
lives hereafter. Months have
elapsed since then but
there are no signs of this
promise. The immediate
fallout, in the form of
snapping connectivity, has
hurt citizens here. There
has been a rise in Net
shutdowns, varying in
duration and extent. While
the judiciary has
highlighted how the
authorities could apply the
doctrine of proportionality
before passing any order
intended to restrict
fundamental rights of

individuals, the acts of the
administration of the Union
Territories of J&K
circumvent this doctrine
even in times of a life-
threatening pandemic. The
outbreak of COVID-19 has
brought along several
challenges which demand
the better use of
technology, which can only
be facilitated by faster 4G
service in comparison to
slower 2G. Doctors in J&K
are faced with the issue of
treating patients remotely
to reduce the pressure on
hospitals and to minimise
the risk of hospitals turning
into hotspots. Doctors also
raise another crucial point
— that disseminating safety
precautions especially to
those living in far-!ung
areas and who do not read
or write, has become very
di"cult with mobile speed

restrictions. Video is the
easiest and most crucial ally
in #ghting a pandemic.
Also, since research and
awareness about COVID-19
is still in its infancy, a lot of
new information is
constantly emerging on all
aspects of medicine.
Webinars and conferences
play a key role. 
Basit Amin Makhdoomi,

Srinagar

Social democracy pays
Ultimately in a crisis, a
State which followed social
rights and public trust
could !atten the COVID-19
curve with grit and
determination (Editorial
page, “A virus, social
democracy, and dividends
for Kerala”, April 18). In this
context, last mile
connectivity with rural
areas scores, examples

being projects such as
Kudumbasree community
kitchens. As one associated
with a rural livelihood
project, namely Vaazhndhu
kaattuvom, renamed Pudhu
Vaazhvu, in Tamil Nadu, it
is unfortunate that such a
crucial link was hastily
wound up. 
Such projects with
livelihood groups strong on
various vocational aspects
would have helped a great
deal. This aspect of
strength helps in rapid
percolation of crisis
mitigation measures to
remote places which
cannot be easily reached
ordinarily. 
DR. V. Purushothaman,

Chennai

! This pandemic has taught
us so much and we are still
learning. We can examine,

with the crisis. Community
participation and the strong
involvement of local
decentralised institutions are
the key to making a
di$erence. A State such as
Kerala has always
outperformed the rest of the
country in nearly all social
indices. This is a key lesson.
Salman Mahmood,

Noida, Uttar Pradesh

learn and improve from our
response to this crisis.
Sectors such as health care,
local-level democratic
institutions, delivery
apparatus to ensure
government schemes have
last mile coverage,
coordination in a federal
structure and a balance
between lives and livelihoods
need in-depth evaluation. All
these systems cannot be
upgraded overnight to deal
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Ambreen Agha 

C
ommunal politics around
the Tablighi Jamaat has been
intensifying ever since this

little known organisation was in
the spotlight after dozens of peo-
ple who attended a religious con-
gregation the group held at its
headquarters in Delhi in March
tested positive for COVID-19. For a
nuanced perspective on this pola-
rising issue it is imperative to make
a conscious attempt to read the
history of this particular trend
within Islam. 

The attacks on the group by the
right wing have gone as far as eq-
uating it to a case of ‘health ter-
ror’, and even urging the govern-
ment to proscribe it . This
impassioned suggestion is quite
misplaced while at the same time
dangerous as it is likely to instil
fear among a section of those who
follow Tablighi Islam. 

This peripatetic group of
preachers look at faith renewal
and bringing back non-practising
Muslims to the fold of ‘true’ Islam.
Looking at their conduct suggests

that while the rest of the world was
getting to know about the novel
coronavirus outbreak in Decem-
ber 2019, the ‘apolitical’ Tablighis,
who consciously distance them-
selves from ‘worldly a$airs’, had
already acquired and spread the
virus among fellow travellers who
were returning home after days
and months of global spiritual pa-
trolling. 

While the Tabligh is responsible
for not taking timely action in dis-
persing the gathering at the Niza-
muddin Markaz, which is the glo-
bal headquarters of the
movement, the lack of care by the
state in underplaying the threat of
the novel coronavirus and the de-
lay in initiating testing cannot be
ignored. By this time, the Tablighis
had travelled across the world be-
coming one of the major carriers
of the virus in India. 

The reaction of hate is both re-
ductive and demagogic. The po-
lemical narrative that is infused
with Islamophobia is based on un-
founded fears and deep-seated
prejudices. 

History as subtext
The political lexicon that has
evolved around the Muslim minor-
ity within a right-wing stream op-
erates on the presumption of their
otherness, which includes stereo-
typical attitudes towards their eat-

ing habits. As the spread of the vi-
rus turns communal it is
important to take a cursory glance
at history. 

History has lessons for all. The
Tablighi Jamaat, a transnational Is-
lamic revivalist movement, was
founded in early 1926 British India
by Maulana Muhammad Ilyas
Kandhlawi and spread by Ashraf
Ali Thanawi, the two patriarchs of
the movement. The political vicis-
situdes of 19th and 20th century
India had a tremendous social,
political and psychological impact
on Muslims of the country, which
led to vigorous religious expres-
sions facilitated by the British. The
19th century was the period when
a variety of new in!uential as well
as controversial religious reform
movements, both Hindu and Mus-
lim, were emerging within India
with a desire to rediscover their

‘lost glory’. 
In the search for this ‘lost glory’

and a sense of belonging and iden-
tity, the Tabligh emerged as a res-
ponse to the Christian missionary
and the Shuddhi Sangathan. There
exist interconnected social and
political patterns that led to the
formation of the Tabligh with its
original focus on ‘detracted Mus-
lims’, and, later, evolving into a
proselytising group. Though it
emerged in an intensively political
context, the Tabligh maintained
an ‘apolitical’ demeanour, speci#-
cally in India. 

The message for all players
There are lessons for the paranoid
mind. Tabligh lays emphasis on in-
dividual social ‘reform’ and revo-
cation of the political. This clearly
means that the Tabligh does not
directly hanker after state power;
it has adopted a “bottom-up ap-
proach” to Islamise society and
claimed a complete disengage-
ment on issues that involve polit-
ics. Since the Tabligh is about a
withdrawal from the political it
does not emerge as a ‘security
threat’. 

Despite its claimed distancing
from politics, the movement ex-
ists, operates and travels through
political boundaries and among
political communities. The persis-
tence of being apolitical has se-

rious political implications; the
price of political ignorance or
apathy is quite high, as seen today
in the Tabligh being implicated in
the spread of the pandemic and a
demonisation of the larger com-
munity. 

While there are lessons for the
di$erent sets of people embroiled
in the current controversy, it is im-
portant to identify the problem at
the moment — the ‘common ene-
my’, which is the SARS-CoV-2 vi-
rus. In the hierarchy of priorities,
any action other than this would
amount to inaction against the ov-
erarching threat that looms over
us. Life in the steps being taken to
!atten the curve as far as the virus
is concerned is di"cult. The polit-
ics of hate around the Tabligh only
heightens this condition of nation-
al and global anxiety with isolation
taking its toll on mental health. 

Is it a coincidence that the novel
coronavirus, much like the cow is-
sue, has intensi#ed communal ten-
sions between Hindus and Mus-
lims? Clearly, it is not a
coincidence. It is a pattern; a polit-
ical design to caricature, frame
and endanger one part of the na-
tion. 

Ambreen Agha is Associate Professor at

the Jindal School of International A!airs,

O.P. Jindal Global University. The views

expressed are personal

Caught in the heightened arc of communal polemics 
In the Tablighi Jamaat issue and its messages, it is important not to lose focus of the core subject — the pandemic !ght
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corrections & clarifications: 

In “Coronavirus: South Asia remains an outlier in infections”
(April 19, 2020), P.S. Raghavan was erroneously described as the
convener of the National Security Advisory Board. He is the 
chairman of the board.

In the story headlined “To ease situation, RBI to pump in %1 lakh
crore” (April 18, 2020), there was a reference to reduction in the 
reverse repo rate to 3.5%. It should have been 3.75%.

It is the policy of The Hindu to correct signi!cant errors as soon as possible. Please specify
the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be
contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to
Friday); Fax: +91-44-28552963; E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in; Mail: Readers’
Editor, The Hindu, Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860 Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002, India.
All communication must carry the full postal address and telephone number. No personal
visits. The Terms of Reference for the Readers’ Editor are on www.thehindu.com

O
ver the initial phase of the
national lockdown (March
24 to April 14), India report-

ed a 20-fold increase in con#rmed
SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 cases (468
to >10,000), and a 36-fold increase
in deaths (9 to 330). Increased
testing may partly account for this;
but testing is still inadequate and
this data represent underesti-
mates. The case-fatality of 2% to
3% is indicative of the large num-
ber of deaths India can expect. 

Debates about the relative me-
rits of mitigation to “!atten the
curve” versus allowing “herd im-
munity” to build naturally are in-
creasingly irrelevant. The failures
in widespread testing for infection
or for immunity imply that trans-
mission-chains via asymptomatic,
mildly-symptomatic and pre-
symptomatic people remain unde-
tected. Most countries, including
India, are inadvertently employing
hybrid strategies.

The lockdown (an extreme ex-
ample of mitigation) has been ex-
tended to May 3. The dire socio-
economic consequences and the
scale of human tragedy that play
out daily make a prolonged total
lockdown undesirable. Alongside
infection-control, a strategic plan
of action to mitigate su$ering and
to stimulate economic recovery is
urgently needed. 

As a series of measures
In a recent interview, the Union
Health Minister, Harsh Vardhan,
asserted that lockdowns and social
distancing are the most e$ective
“social vaccines” available to #ght
the pandemic. A social vaccine has
far broader implications. 

So what is a social vaccine? A so-
cial vaccine is a metaphor for a se-
ries of social and behavioural mea-

sures that governments can use to
raise public consciousness about
unhealthy situations through so-
cial mobilisation. Social mobilisa-
tion can empower populations to
resist unhealthy practices, in-
crease resilience, and foster advo-
cacy for change. This can drive
political will to take action in the
interests of society and hold go-
vernments accountable to address
the social determinants of health
by adopting progressive socio-eco-
nomic policies and regulatory me-
chanisms that promote health
equity and reduce vulnerability to
disease. 

When applied to pandemics,
the e$ectiveness of a social vac-
cine is determined by the extent of
dissemination and uptake of accu-
rate information about personal
infection risk and methods to re-
duce the risk through consistent
core messages disseminated
through a variety of means. A so-
cial vaccine addresses barriers
and facilitators of behaviour
change, whether attitudinal, so-
cial, cultural, or economic, and
supplements information, educa-
tion, and communication (IEC)
with targeted social and behaviour
change communication (SBCC)
strategies.

Uganda and Thailand used
these strategies e$ectively during
the HIV/AIDS pandemic to bring
down the incidence of HIV infec-
tion, before highly active antire-
troviral treatment (HAART) was in-
troduced in 1995. They
demonstrated how an e$ective so-
cial vaccine helped “!atten the
curve” till e$ective treatments
were discovered that dramatically
reduced mortality, viral loads and
infection transmission. 

Lessons from HIV pandemic
The human immunode#ciency vi-
rus (HIV) that causes the acquired
immune de#ciency syndrome
(AIDS) is believed to have made
the zoonotic jump from monkeys
through chimpanzees to humans
in Africa as early as the 1920s, but
the HIV/AIDS epidemic was detect-
ed in 1981 and was a pandemic by

1985. From 1981 till December
2018, around 74.9 (range: 58.3 to
98.1) million people worldwide
were HIV-infected, and around
32.0 (range: 23.6 to 43.8) million
died (43%, range: 41 to 45%) from
AIDS-related illnesses. 

The early years of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic were also a time of glo-
bal panic. The cause was unknown
(till 1984) and diagnostic tests were
unavailable (till 1985). Since there
was no treatment, a diagnosis of
HIV infection was a death sen-
tence. Widespread fears of conta-
gion rendered many infected peo-
ple homeless and unemployed.
Many were denied access to care.
Stigma, discrimination and vio-
lence towards infected indivi-
duals, their families, social groups
(sex-workers, gay men, drug users,
truck drivers, migrants), and even
health workers, were common.
Criminalising sex-work and inject-
ing drug use followed. Conspiracy
theories, misinformation and un-
proven remedies were widely pro-
pagated. The blame game targeted
world leaders and international
agencies. The preparedness of
health systems, societal prejudices
and socio-economic inequities
were starkly exposed. 

Reducing HIV transmission
centred on acknowledging that
everybody was potentially infect-
ed — even those apparently
healthy — and that infection oc-
curred predominantly through
sexual transmission and intrave-
nous drug use. The core preven-
tive messages involved being faith-
ful to one sexual partner or 100%
condom use during sexual inter-
course outside stable relation-

ships; resisting peer-pressure for
risky behaviours, and harm reduc-
tion for intravenous drug use.
These measures con!icted with
prevailing cultural, social, reli-
gious, behavioural and legal
norms. IEC and SBCC activities tar-
geted (and partnered) individuals,
families, community leaders,
peer-led community networks and
social and health systems to
change attitudes and behaviours.
Religious and community leaders
were key change agents. For exam-
ple, the Catholic Church in Uganda
did not initially support promot-
ing condoms for safe sex since its
use prevents life. After large num-
bers of people died of AIDS, their
tacit acknowledgment that their
religion did not preclude the use
of condoms to prevent death was
an important turning point. Thai-
land pioneered the e$ective use of
social marketing of condoms for
safe sex and used humour to de-
fuse social taboos about publicly
discussing sex. 

These strategies and advocacy
against stigma and discrimination
were successfully adapted in In-
dia. These skills and experiences
can be innovatively adapted for
the current pandemic. 

How it can work
The core infection-control messag-
es are available from o"cial sourc-
es. Maintaining physical distanc-
ing in social situations (unless
impossible) and wearing cloth
masks or facial coverings in public
(especially where distancing is im-
possible) by 100% of people (and
100% of the time) is key to prevent-
ing infection along with regular
disinfection of oneself and one’s
surroundings. E$ective and inno-
vative IEC and SBCC strategies
should address the barriers and fa-
cilitators to implementation. Peo-
ple are more likely to practise
these behaviours if all leaders
(without exception) promote them
publicly and consistently, the
whole community believes in their
importance, and if proper infor-
mation, support, and materials
are available and accessible. Coer-

cive or punitive methods are inva-
riably counter-productive, as was
seen with HIV/AIDS.

A social vaccine also requires
people to hold leaders accounta-
ble to invest in: rapidly scaling-up
testing; meeting the basic and eco-
nomic needs of vulnerable sec-
tions; providing psychological
support where needed; not com-
munalising or politicising the pan-
demic; providing adequate perso-
nal protective equipment (PPE) to
front-line workers in health, sani-
tation, transport and other essen-
tial services; and not compromis-
ing the privacy and dignity of
infected individuals and their fa-
milies in the interest of public
health. Building trust is key if go-
vernment-imposed mitigation
strategies are to be embraced by
the population. 

Re-purposing and funding rele-
vant industries and small and me-
dium businesses to produce mate-
rials such as PPE, hand sanitisers
and medical equipment; commun-
ity groups to supply cloth masks,
soap, etc., and innovative social
marketing of these are other es-
sential components of the social
vaccine. The components of the
social vaccine should be in place
before relaxing or lifting the lock-
down. 

There is still no biomedical vac-
cine for HIV/AIDS. Considering the
limited e"cacy and uptake of in-
!uenza vaccines, vaccines for
SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 may not
provide a panacea. E$ective treat-
ments to reduce deaths with CO-
VID-19 may emerge, but till then,
and even afterwards, a social vac-
cine is needed. A social vaccine
can build societal immunity to the
devastating e$ects of future pan-
demics by the lessons learned
about addressing the root causes,
and our responses to the current
one. 

Dr. Prathap Tharyan is Adjunct Professor,

Clinical Epidemiology Unit, Christian

Medical College, Vellore. Dr. T. Jacob John,

a retired Professor of Virology from CMC

Vellore, is Chairman, Rotary Club of

Vellore TB Control Society

A shot of hope with a game changing vaccine 
Using lessons learnt, a social vaccine can build societal immunity to the devastating e"ects of pandemics, now and later

Prathap Tharyan & 

T. Jacob John 
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L
ess than two months after asserting that “global
growth appears to be bottoming out”, the pan-
demic induced ‘Great Lockdown’ has forced the

IMF to junk all its previous projections for economic
output in 2020. Faced with the stark reality of sweeping
shutdowns of almost entire economies worldwide, the
fund last week acknowledged that the current “crisis is
like no other”. Forecasting the sharpest contraction in
world output since the Great Depression of the 1930s,
the IMF slashed its projection by 6.3 percentage points
from its January forecast for 3.3% growth to a 3% de-
cline. In contrast, the recession of 2009 saw world out-
put contract by a mere 0.1%. That the IMF was blindsid-
ed by the comments from Chinese authorities and
WHO is clear from the fact that as recently as February
22, the fund’s chief, Kristalina Georgieva, told G20 Fi-
nance Ministers that “global growth would be about 0.1
percentage points lower” than forecast in January. Chi-
na’s GDP, she projected, would expand by 5.6% this
year, 0.4 percentage points slower than assumed in Ja-
nuary. Last week, the IMF slashed China’s forecast to a
growth of 1.2%, citing data on industrial production, re-
tail sales, and #xed asset investment that, it said, sug-
gested a contraction of about 8% in the #rst quarter.
China reported a 6.8% #rst- quarter contraction. Still, in
projecting an annual expansion in Asia’s largest econo-
my, the fund is rather optimistically foreseeing a sharp
rebound in activity over the rest of the year.

On India, the IMF has cut its projection for growth in
the #scal year that started on April 1, from January’s
5.8%, to 1.9%. This again appears predicated on the
fund’s baseline scenario that assumes that the pandem-
ic would ‘fade in the second half of 2020’, allowing con-
tainment e$orts to be unwound and economic activity
to normalise. Another key assumption by the IMF’s eco-
nomists is the availability of policy support to nurture
the revival once activity restarts. Jettisoning its storied
#scal conservatism, the fund’s chief economist, Gita
Gopinath, has advocated ramping up a broad-based
and coordinated stimulus once the disease has been
contained, a measure that would help avoid the errors
of the Great Depression years when premature e$orts
to prune budget de#cits prolonged the downturn. In
this context, India’s #scal measures pale in terms of
scale when compared with what several other nations
have undertaken. Given the size of the informal sector
in India as well as the anticipated prolonged disruption
in labour supply even in more formal parts of the eco-
nomy, the Centre needs to proactively commit to a sub-
stantial stimulus package in order to ensure that once
the economy reopens, it has the legs to run.

Economy in lockdown
After the IMF’s revised projections, India must
adopt plans that avert the worst case scenario 

A
s India prepares to partially relax the national
lockdown for COVID-19 in zones that do not have
high concern, from April 20, attention is focused

on how successful ‘!attening the curve’ of infection has
been. There is some evidence, based on reported cases
put out by the Health Ministry that for a 48-hour cycle
ending April 17, the growth in total cases was slower
than during the preceding comparison period — 16%
versus 28%. These data, and others indicating a slowing
pace of case doubling, must be viewed against the back-
drop of vastly di$erent testing rates among States. Delhi
has ramped up tests per million people and also report-
ed a higher percentage of positive cases, compared to
populous West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh which have
done far fewer tests and yet #nd a higher share of pos-
itive cases. Kerala has managed to test, trace, quaran-
tine and treat e$ectively, preventing new infections.
The highest prevalence can be mapped to States with
high economic output or signi#cant urbanisation, or
both, such as Maharashtra, Delhi and Tamil Nadu. Oth-
er factors may be driving up case numbers in Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat, Telangana, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir. The most recent ICMR data
appear to show a spike — 2,154 new cases in a single day
reported on April 18. These are clear pointers for the
Centre and States, as they try to reconcile public health
and economic measures to alleviate the deep distress
and damage caused to millions. 

Given the uncertainties surrounding the long-term
e$ects of SARS-CoV-2 on people, including medical out-
comes for those who have recovered from severe infec-
tion, India’s COVID-19 strategy has to focus on testing,
containment and treatment on the one hand, and dis-
tress alleviation for vulnerable sections on the other. As
the disease has demonstrated once again, pandemics
have the ability to quickly expose underlying inequali-
ties. From a medical perspective, it has laid bare the in-
adequacy of the public health system to roll-out enough
tests in all States, to determine where containment
measures would achieve the best outcomes, and also to
provide intensive treatment for acute respiratory ill-
ness. Looking ahead, the need for testing can only grow
when a phased exit strategy is attempted. The testing
data generated by all laboratories should be complete
and shared in real time transparently by the Centre to
aid policy-making. As psychologists are pointing out,
the response to HIV testing over two decades ago dra-
matically improved when people saw hope of treat-
ment, got access to tests and were protected against
stigmatisation and xenophobia. This would apply in
good measure to COVID-19. Flattening the curve will re-
quire clear messages on preventive health, and steps to
help people maintain strict quarantine where indicated
without su$ering economic losses, and carry out regu-
lar surveillance testing and symptom monitoring. 

Focus on the curve
Reducing the pace of new infections depends

on locating hotspots through accurate data
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Sometime back, we drew attention to the im-
portance of Kole cultivation in the Cochin
State and other parts of the West Coast. This
species of cultivation, while being a very im-
portant source of paddy in the State, is sub-
ject to peculiar risks arising from the nature
of the soil on which it is carried on. It is with
pleasure therefore that we note that the De-
wan of Cochin is arranging for a Conference
of the principal owners and cultivators of
Kole areas with a view to discuss and decide
on measures of improvement. Complaints
appear to have arisen that this year’s cultiva-
tion has been hit by the paucity of engines to
bale water out in the season. Though some
of the Kole owners of the State possess en-
gines of their own, their number is found in-
su!cient and the cultivators have to rely on
loans of machines from the Travancore side
and thus take the risk of sowing late. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 20, 1920.

Kole cultivation.
(Fourth editorial)

With National Conference leaders Fa-
rooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah
being released after over seven
months of detention, there is an air
of inevitability to the leader of the Pe-
oples Democratic Party (PDP), Meh-
booba Mufti, being released as well.
There were expectations that Mr.
Omar Abdullah and Ms. Mufti would
be released in tandem, but nearly a
month after Mr. Omar Abdullah’s re-
lease, it is strange that her detention
should continue. Ms. Mufti has mere-
ly been moved out of a sub-jail into
her o!cial residence, where she re-
mains in detention. 

New contours 
Notably, since they’ve been set free,
neither of the Abdullahs has rocked
Delhi’s political boat leading to spec-
ulation whether there had been
some understanding reached prior
to their release or whether they are
keeping their powder dry following
the Gupkar Declaration of August 4,
2019. During that meeting, politi-
cians from across the spectrum, mi-
nus those from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), pledged to unite to safe-
guard the special status and autono-
my of Jammu and Kashmir. Perhaps
there is fear that Ms. Mufti could
queer the pitch when she is unen-
cumbered of her strictures and in-
conveniently starts harking back to
August 5, 2019; after all, she has sup-
port among the Jamaat in south
Kashmir. There is no doubt that
Kashmiris have felt let down by their
politicians, and although Ms. Mufti
has been self-destructive as a politi-
cian, the longer she remains locked
up, the more credibility she gains. 

Competitive jostling for political
space could have an undesirable do-
mino e"ect as New Delhi struggles to
create a new political playing #eld,
the contours of which are becoming
clearer now. For one, it would make
the going much tougher for New Del-
hi’s favourite, Apni Party, led by Altaf
Bukhari and comprising a motley
group of politicians who have defect-
ed, resigned or were #red from di"e-

rent political parties. Left alone in
the political #eld, the Apni Party will
gain disdain and derision rather than
political heft. This must have been a
big factor in the rethink on continu-
ing to keep the Abdullahs in deten-
tion. The question remains: what will
be New Delhi’s road map for Jammu
and Kashmir?

A cauldron of resentments
Eight months of sustained lockdown
has indubitably left many sections of
Kashmiri society crushed economi-
cally and otherwise. There is per-
haps a cauldron of resentments
there, more susceptible than ever be-
fore to radical blandishments. Before
the novel coronavirus came along,
Kashmir’s apple orchards did some
business. But all other avenues of in-
come, such as the handicrafts indus-
try, small enterprises, the papier-mâ-
ché industry, the carpet industry and
tourism, could not have thrived.
There was a stranglehold on social
media. Broadband as well as mobile

Internet services in the region were
banned for months. Broadband and
2G Internet were restored in January,
but they severely constrain all sorts
of community, communication and
business activities that normal socie-
ties thrive on.

It’s spring in Kashmir, and the se-
curity forces confront a situation of
increased armed activity. After
claiming responsibility for the Kabul
Gurdwara attack on March 25 that
killed over 25 people, the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant-Khora-
san Province said that the attack was
“revenge for Kashmir.” This mutual
reinforcement could turn into a
wellspring for the radicalised Kash-
miri as well as for Pakistan which is
set to get a better grip on Kabul via
the Taliban. India temporarily closed
two consulates in Afghanistan (Herat
and Jalalabad) in the #rst week of
April anticipating growing security
threats, among other things. At least
two of the #ve militants who killed
para commandos in early April in

Kupwara, close to the Line of Con-
trol, were local youth from south
Kashmir.

The COVID-19 crisis has certainly
changed the dynamic of the dis-
course somewhat. It has given time
for the government to prepare the
playing #eld better. Delimitation will
be the key. There will be more electo-
ral loading in Jammu, which will take
away some of the emphasis from the
constituencies in Kashmir, which
have espoused separatist sentiments.
Yet, delimitation based on the in#r-
mities of the 2011 Census would
make less sense than one based on
2021, which has been deferred inde#-
nitely. Elections could happen once
the seats have increased from 83 to
90, which gives plenty of time to get
the panchayat elections right. The
last panchayat elections were a disas-
ter because the mainstream political
parties boycotted it. Nearly 12,000
posts were left vacant. This time the
government will be keen to ensure
more healthy participation. 

The road ahead
The rough road ahead looks someth-
ing like this: if the COVID-19 crisis
abates, the Amarnath Yatra will be
held from mid-June to end-July, and
if the security situation permits, the
panchayat elections will be held. La-
ter, the Census will be conducted
and delimitation will occur. Follow-
ing all this, the Assembly elections
will take place. All this could take
more than a year and a half. So-
mewhere in the middle dangles the
carrot of promised statehood.

Though individual members are
popular enough to stand on their
own feet in their constituencies, the
Apni Party cannot provide an ove-
rarching political framework for Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Jammu BJP and
Jammu and Kashmir People’s Confe-
rence chairman Sajjad Lone might
add some numbers. The rest the BJP
may manage, as it did in Goa, Karna-
taka and Madhya Pradesh. It is un-
clear if the National Conference and
the PDP, and others of the Gupkar
grouping, if they contest, can come
together to deny New Delhi political
space. But right now the Kashmiri is
a mere bystander as the framework
of a new political order is sought to
be worked and put in place by New
Delhi. 

sudarshan.v@thehindu.co.in

The Kashmiri is a mere bystander as the framework of a new political order is being worked by New Delhi

“The Apni Party cannot provide an overarching political framework for Jammu
and Kashmir.” President of the party, Altaf Bukhari, in Srinagar. * PTI

Preparing for a new political !eld in J&K

V. Sudarshan 

This newspaper carried a powerful editorial,
“Perverse zeal” (February 17), on paediatri-
cian Dr. Kafeel Khan’s arrest. As the novel co-
ronavirus is taking its deadly toll on lives and
economies across the world, one would ima-
gine that the focus of the government would
be on containing the spread of the virus and
coming up with ameliorative measures to re-
duce the burden on the people. Instead, the
dominant mood seems to be to hand out
punishment to dissenters. To make matters
worse, the courts are not at the forefront of
defending rights and limiting excesses. 

Fate of dissenters
On the birth anniversary of the framer of the
Indian Constitution, B.R. Ambedkar, civil
rights campaigner Gautam Navlakha and
scholar and activist Anand Teltumbde were
forced to surrender to the National Investiga-
tion Agency for their alleged involvement in
the Bhima-Koregaon riots of 2018. The Uttar
Pradesh government has #led a case against
the founding editor of the news portal The
Wire, Siddharth Varadarajan, for allegedly
spreading fake news against Chief Minister
Adityanath and making an “objectionable
comment” about him. 

Scholars who condemned the excess of
the U.P. government said: “A medical emer-
gency should not serve as the pretext for the
imposition of a de facto political emergen-
cy.” In India, dissenters seem to either be
killed, as we saw in the case of Narendra
Dabholkar, Govind Pansare, M.M. Kalburgi
and Gauri Lankesh, or are subject to an un-
fair judicial process, as is happening to Dr.
Khan, Mr. Navlakha, Mr. Teltumbde and Mr.
Varadarajan. And comedians risk being on
the no-$y list. 

While the courts over the past decade may
not have delivered on protecting crucial
rights as enshrined in the Constitution, there
is a #ne display of scholarship documenting
India’s glorious history of individuals and
groups questioning, censuring and debating
authority for over 3,000 years. India Dis-
sents is an anthology that documents some
of the sharp arguments, doubts and expres-
sions of di"erences over three millennia.
From the Charavaks and Gautama Buddha to
contemporary public intellectuals like Romi-

la Thapar and Amartya Sen, the anthology
speaks of the many de#ning texts by these
writers that enabled people to question and
hold those in power accountable. Ashok Vaj-
peyi, who established the Bharat Bhavan in
Bhopal, and is a well-known administrator of
cultural institutions, has not only edited this
volume but has also written a very moving
introduction. It is my earnest desire that all
our elected representatives, learned judges,
journalists and others read this anthology to
understand the crucial role of dissent in a de-
mocracy. They need to move away from the
comfort of patronage and return to the core
calling of their respective vocations. 

A couple of excerpts
I am sharing only excerpts from a couple of
texts mentioned in the anthology as the
paucity of space here prevents me from ex-
ploring the book in its entirety. At this time
of rampant engineered social #ssures, let us
#rst look at a poem from Purananuru, a San-
gam period Tamil anthology, written by Ko-
voor Kilar and translated by A.K. Ramanu-
jan. It is a clarion call to warring clansmen
Netunkilli and Nalankilli to stop fratricidal
war:

“Your enemy is not the kind who wears
the white leaf of the tall palmyra
nor the kind who wears garlands 
from the black-branched neem trees.
Your chaplets are made of laburnum
your enemies are made of laburnum too.
When one of you loses 
the family loses, 
and it is not possible 
for both to win
Your ways show no sense of family:
they will serve only to thrill 
alien kings
whose chariots are bannered
like your own.” 
The second is an excerpt from a letter

written by Jayaprakash Narayan from prison
during the Emergency to Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi: “Having muzzled the press and
every kind of public dissent, you continue
with your distortions and untruth without
fear of criticism or contradiction. If you
think that in this way you will be able to justi-
fy yourself in the public eye and damn the
Opposition to political perdition, you are
sadly mistaken.”

What the anthology teaches us is that no
government, whatever be the circumstanc-
es, has the right to take away our freedoms,
creative impulses, justice, dignity and equal-
ity. 

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

No dissent, no democracy
No government, whatever be the circumstances, has the right
to take away our freedoms, justice and equality 

A.S. Panneerselvan 

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR 
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DATA POINT 

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced
us into necessary isolation. Many of
us are spending anxious hours sitting
inside our homes and sur#ng social
media for further updates. We are
surrounded by a mountain of anxie-
ty. Amidst all-pervasive gloom, I
couldn’t help notice the steadfast
outpouring of music on social media
platforms. Many of the songs posted
are new compositions speci#c to the
situation. While most of these are in-
deed rib-tickling and perhaps merit
no serious artistic attention, we
ought not to dismiss
this phenomenon. It
perhaps reinforces
the idea that tragedy
invariably leads to co-
medy. 

Republican Party
of India supremo
Ramdas Athawale’s
video, where he is seen chanting “Go
Corona, Corona Go” along with the
Chinese Consul General in Mumbai,
Tang Guocai, went viral and the no-
vel coronavirus crisis found an unin-
tended anthem in his utterance. “Go
Corona, Corona Go” has been widely
remixed and parodied. If it were a
Hindi #lm song, it would have been a
blockbuster. I say this while being ful-
ly aware of the abysmal standards of
contemporary Hindi #lm music. This
can surely be called COVID-19’s ‘Kaj-
rare moment’. Amongst other things,
I also saw an edited clip from a Jim
Carrey #lm where the famous actor is
dancing hysterically to the aforemen-
tioned ‘corona anthem’. Far from
true, this video regardless brought
some cheer during a stressful time.

The pursuit of a ‘Raag Corona’
Another video of a group of women
singing “Corona Bhaag Jao” (“Run
away corona”) received much atten-
tion. It was sung akin to a religious of-
fering or prayer for benediction pur-
poses. The Internet is also abuzz with
some Bhojpuri singers using the CO-
VID-19 outbreak to peddle several
songs indicating what mayhem the
virus might cause to the womenfolk.
For anyone familiar with the raunchy
lyrics of such Bhojpuri songs, the in-
dications are obscene. 

Someone also shared a video of

well-known devotional singer, Naren-
dra Chanchal, singing “Kitthe Aaya
Corona Maiyyaji” (“Where Did Coro-
na Come From, Oh Goddess?”) at a
religious gathering and the audience
looked deeply absorbed. There are
numerous others using #lm songs to
spread safety messages. Some are us-
ing familiar tunes while writing new
lyrics pertinent to the situation. Ma-
ny classical musicians are playing Fa-
cebook live recitals to stay in touch
with their fans. On a lighter note,
should we be surprised lest someone
came up with a ‘Raag Corona’?

Numerous rappers have also risen
to the occasion. We
had our Italy moment
too when some resi-
dents of a housing so-
ciety in Gurugram
came out on their bal-
conies to recite the
Gayatri Mantra and
“Hum Honge Ka-

myaab” (“We Shall Overcome”). Mus-
ic seems to have captured everyone’s
fancy in distress.

Immediate connect
But why music? After all, singing will
not destroy the virus and restore bet-
ter times. Easy ways to resolve this
could be that a catchy tune will
spread faster because it has an imme-
diate mass connect. This music might
also o"er momentary relief or escape
from our grim ongoings by eliciting
some much-needed humour. It is an
easy communication tool and thus an
e"ective message dissemination ser-
vice if properly used at a time when
most of us are spending inordinate
amounts of time online. Or is it that
we are so vulnerable in the face of
distress that we cling to anything that
generates promise or serves as a dis-
traction? The caveat, however, re-
mains that none of these songs will
be remembered after the pandemic.
Is this only for temporary fame then?
A poet colleague recently told me
that this is also resistance. A catas-
trophe has been unleashed and there
is very little that we can do other than
trying to stay safe. Isolation isn’t easy
and may be music will keep us com-
pany through the trying times.

Kunal Ray teaches literary and cultural

studies at FLAME University, Pune

Singing the corona tune
Isolation isn’t easy and may be music will keep us
company through the trying times

Kunal Ray

Honolulu: The three Apollo astronauts re-
ceived the Medal of Freedom, the highest
U.S. civilian award, from President Nixon
and an ecstatic welcome from their relieved
and overjoyed families here yesterday (Ho-
nolulu, April 18). The astronauts — James Lo-
vell, Fred Haise and John Swigert — were
showered with praise by the President, who
$ew out from Washington to honour them.
President Nixon told them that they were
“three very brave Men”. The beaming Mr.
Nixon, standing with Mrs. Nixon near the as-
tronauts’ families at Honolulu International
Airport, presented the Medal of Freedom to
each of the astronauts at an emotion-
charged ceremony marked by kisses, hugs
and round after round of cheers from a big
throng of well-wishers. The astronauts head-
ed straight to their families as soon as they
landed at the airport after $ight from Pago
Pago in American Samoa. The families had
$own aboard the Presidential aircraft from
Houston where Mr. Nixon had stopped to
present the Medal of Freedom to the Apollo
ground operations crew. President Nixon
put his arms around Lovell, the space ship
commander, as the party walked to a plat-
form on the airport apron before the cere-
mony. Standing under a blazing sun, the Pre-
sident said it was his proud honour on
behalf of a grateful nation to welcome the
three men back to the United States.

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 20, 1970

Honouring ‘Three Very Brave Men’
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What is the G20? 
 
The G20 is an annual meeting of  leaders from the countries 
with the largest and fastest-growing economies. Its 
members account for 85% of  the world’s GDP, and two-
thirds of  its population. 
 
The G20 Summit is formally known as the “Summit on 
Financial Markets and the World Economy”. 
 
Establishment: 
 
After the Asian Financial Crisis in 1997-1998, it was 
acknowledged that the participation of  major emerging 
market countries is needed on discussions on the 
international financial system, and G7 finance ministers 
agreed to establish the G20 Finance Ministers and Central 
Bank Governors meeting in 1999. 
 
Presidency: 
 
The group has no permanent staff  of  its own, so every year 
in December, a G20 country from a rotating region takes on 
the presidency. 
That country is then responsible for organising the next 
summit, as well as smaller meetings for the coming year. 
They can also choose to invite non-member countries along 
as guests. The first G20 meeting took place in Berlin in 1999, 
after a financial crisis in East Asia affected many countries 
around the world. 
Full membership of  the G20: 
 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, 
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom, the United States and the European Union. 
 
Its relevance in changing times: 
 
As globalization progresses and various issues become 
more intricately intertwined, the recent G20 summits have 
focused not only on macroeconomy and trade, but also on a 
wide range of  global issues which have an immense impact 
on the global economy, such as development, climate change 
and energy, health, counter-terrorism, as well as migration 
and refugees. 
The G20 has sought to realize an inclusive and sustainable 
world through its contributions towards resolving these 
global issues. 
What is G20+? 
 
The G20 developing nations, also called G21/G23/G20+ is a 
bloc of  developing nations which was established on August 
20, 2003. It is distinct from the G20 major economies. 
 
The G20+ originated in September 2003 at the 5th 
ministerial conference of  the WTO held at Cancun, Mexico. 
Its origins can be traced to the Brasilia Declaration signed 
by the foreign ministers of  India, Brazil and South Africa on 
6th June 2003. 
The declaration stated that the major economies were still 
practising protectionist policies especially in sectors they 
were less competitive in and that it was important to see to 
it that the trade negotiations that took place provided for 
the reversal of  those policies. 
The G20+ is responsible for 60% of  the world population, 
26% of  the world’s agricultural exports and 70% of  its 
farmers.

The IMF is a quota-based institution. Quotas are 
the building blocks of  the IMF’s financial and 
governance structure. 
 
An individual member country’s quota broadly 
reflects its relative position in the world 
economy. Quotas are denominated in Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs), the IMF’s unit of  
account. 
  
 
How is it determined? 
 
IMF quotas are distributed according to a four 
pronged formula that considers a member 
country’s GDP, its economic openness, its 
“economic variability” and international 
reserves. 
 
  
 
Multiple roles of  quotas: 
 
Resource Contributions: Quotas determine the 
maximum amount of  financial resources a 
member is obliged to provide to the IMF. 
 
Voting Power: Quotas are a key determinant of  
the voting power in IMF decisions. Votes 
comprise one vote per SDR100,000 of  quota plus 
basic votes (same for all members). 
 
Access to Financing: The maximum amount of  
financing a member can obtain from the IMF 
under normal access is based on its quota. 
 
SDR Allocations: Quotas determine a member’s 
share in a general allocation of  SDRs. 
 
  
 
Quota reviews: 
 
The IMF’s Board of  Governors conducts general 
quota reviews at regular intervals. 
 
Any changes in quotas must be approved by an 
85% majority of  the total voting power, and a 
member’s own quota cannot be changed without 
its consent. 
 
  
 
Need for reforms: 
 
Some IMF members have become frustrated 
with the pace of  governance reforms, as the 
balance of  economic and geopolitical power has 
shifted, becoming more dispersed across the 
world, particularly with the emergence of  China 
and India – among the world’s largest and 
fastest growing economies. 
India’s quota is 2.76% and China’s is 6.41%, 
while the U.S.’s quota is 17.46 % (translates to a 
vote share of  16.52%) giving it a unique veto 
power over crucial decisions at the IMF, many of  
which require a supermajority of  85%. 
The U.S. has resisted diluting its share, wary 
that it will benefit countries such as China. 
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carried out to !nd out their
suitability for various
works. 

“In the event that a group
of migrants who wish to re-
turn to their places of work
within the State where they
are located they would be
screened and those who are
asymptomatic would be
transported to their respec-
tive places of work,” the
MHA said.

The Ministry said there
would be no movement of
labourers outside the State
or the Union Territory
where they are located.
“During the journey by bus,
it would be ensured that
safe social distancing norms
are followed and the buses
used for transport are sani-
tised as per the guidelines of
the health authorities... The
local authorities shall also
provide for food and water,
etc., for the duration of their
journey,” the MHA said.

The standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) for stranded
migrant labourers issued on
Sunday said that due to the
spread of COVlD-19, workers
employed in industry, agri-
culture, construction and
other sectors have moved
from their places of work
and are housed in relief
camps run by the State go-
vernments. “Since addition-
al new activities, outside the
containment zones, have
been permitted in the con-
solidated revised guidelines
with e"ect from April 20,
these workers could be en-
gaged in industrial, manu-
facturing, construction,
farming and MGNREGA
works.” 

The MHA said that to fa-
cilitate their movement
“within the State”, the mi-
grant labourers residing in
relief camps should be regis-
tered with the local authori-
ty and their skill mapping

Non-essential goods not
on supply list, says govt. 

The discrepancy prompted
several questions. “Num-
bers of positive cases put
out today by the States, by
ICMR and by Ministry of
Health are con#icting and
confusing,” former Finance
Minister, P. Chidambaram,
tweeted.

“I rely on the dashboard
jointly hosted by M/Health
and ICMR. The di"erence
between the dashboard
number and ICMR’s number
for April 18 is an astonishing
1,573. Will the M/Health and
ICMR reconcile their reports
from the States and report a
uniform number every
day?” he asked. 

A lag in the numbers re-
ported by the States, the
Health Ministry and the
ICMR has been a constant
since March, particularly af-
ter the lockdown. The
Health Ministry put it down
to it reporting numbers only
after breaking it up by State-
and-district and getting
ground-level con!rmation.
This, Mr. Agrawal said, led
to the “occasional lag.”

The ICMR has also in-
creased the number of labs
and widened the pool of pe-
ople it is testing. As of April
18 (Saturday), there were
194 government or state-

funded labs and 82 private
labs. All labs have varying
capacity and this has contri-
buted to delays in commun-
icating data, said o$cials in
charge of testing labs.

“The very act of sorting
out samples can take upto
four hours as not all of them
are uniformly labelled. It
can take upto 6 hours to
process a batch (and the
number per batch varies
too) and generate reports
and send. So #uctuations in
daily numbers can also be
because of processing
times,” Rakesh Mishra, Di-
rector, Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology, Hyd-
erabad, told The Hindu.

Fewer fresh cases
All together 54 districts,
spanning 23 states and Un-
ion Territories, have report-
ed no fresh cases in 14 days
and two — Mahe in Pudu-
cherry and Kodagu in Kar-
nataka — have reported no
cases in 28 days. The Health
Ministry said the country
will be graded as red,
orange and green zones de-
pending on the number of
cases and hotspots, with the
containment action and res-
trictions being most strin-
gent in the red zones. 

Confusion over mismatch
in Ministry, ICMR !gures 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday took to net-
working site LinkedIn to
speak to young professionals
that adapting to new tech-
nology in the times of CO-
VID-19 can help create new
business models and lead to
the engagement of a large
segment of Indians, includ-
ing the poor, with technical
solutions. 

“COVID-19 does not see
race, religion, colour, caste,
creed, language or border
before striking. Our res-
ponse and conduct, there-
fore, should attach primacy
to unity and brotherhood,”
said Mr. Modi, adding that
this has to be so, since the vi-
rus has a"ected people

across classes and communi-
ties. 

The Prime Minister said
that he too had been adapt-
ing to changes in his working
style and professional con-
duct. “Most meetings, be it
with ministerial colleagues,
o$cials and world leaders,
are now via video-conferenc-
ing,” Mr. Modi wrote on Lin-

kedIn. The need of the hour
is to think of business and lif-
estyle models that are easily
adaptable, he added. 

“Doing so would mean
that even in a time of crisis,
our o$ces, businesses and
commerce could get moving
faster, ensuring loss of life
does not occur,” Mr Modi
said. Today, the world is in

pursuit of new business mo-
dels, he said, adding that In-
dia, a youthful nation known
for its innovative zeal, can
take the lead in providing a
new work culture. 

The most “transforma-
tional impact” of technology,
he said, often happens in the
lives of the poor. “It is tech-
nology that diminishes bu-
reaucratic hierarchies, elimi-
nated middlemen and
accelerated welfare mea-
sures,” he said giving the ex-
ample of his own govern-
ment’s push, since 2014, of
Jan Dhan Yojana, Direct Be-
ne!t Transfer (DBT) and
Aadhar linkage. 

“This seemingly simple
connection has not only
stopped corruption and
rent-seeking, which had

been going on for decades,
but also enabled the govern-
ment to transfer money at
the click of a button. India,
with the right blend of the
physical and the virtual, can
emerge as the global nerve
centre of complex modern
multinational supply chains
in the post COVID-19 world,”
the Prime Minister said. 

Logistics were only seen
from the prism of roads and
highways, but these two can
be worked out from the com-
fort of one’s home, Mr. Modi
said. “Let us rise to that occa-
sion and seize this opportun-
ity,” he said. 

He stressed that e$cien-
cy, adaptability, inclusivity
and universalism should be
the watch words of the “vo-
wels of the new normal.”

PM calls for unity in COVID-19 response
He reached out to young professionals for business solutions that ‘engage a large segment of Indians’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

CPI (M) Polit Bureau mem-
ber Brinda Karat, in a letter
to Union Minister for Food
and Public Distribution
Ram Vilas Paswan, said the
government should distri-
bute its stock of foodgrains
free of cost, with starvation
haunting crores of families
who are without any in-
come or work due the lock-
down. 

Flagging the govern-
ment order allowing NGOs
to buy directly from Food
Corporation of India (FCI)
godowns for relief work,
Ms. Karat said the prices
!xed by the government —
%21.50 per kg for wheat and
%22.50 per kg for rice —
were “extremely high”.

‘Reduce prices
of grains for
relief work’
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi 

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has
lauded the Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment for bringing back
students stranded in Kota,
Rajasthan, owing to lock-
down, and sought help for
migrant workers from the
State stuck in various cities. 

In a video appeal, she re-
quested the Yogi Adityanath
government to set up a hel-
pline and a control room to
reach out to them. “These
workers are our own. It is the
responsibility of all of us to
help them. We cannot leave
them like this. We have to
!nd a way out,” she said.

Ms. Vadra said the work-
ers with absolutely no re-
sources at their end were
holed up !ve to six in one
room. It was only obvious
that they would want to
come back to their homes to
be with their families. “…

these migrant workers are al-
so our own. They do not
have anything to eat. Help-
ing them is also the responsi-
bility of the State govern-
ment,” she said in her
appeal.

Earlier, Congress leader P.
Chidambaram had tweeted:
“There is overwhelming evi-
dence that more and more
people have run out of cash
and are forced to stand in
lines to collect free cooked
food. Only a heartless go-
vernment will stand by and
do nothing,” he said.

Priyanka lauds U.P. govt.
for transporting students
She seeks a helpline for migrants
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

A video of two Dalits being
mercilessly beaten by the
‘pradhan’ of a Meerut vil-
lage surfaced on social me-
dia on Sunday. The police
said that the ‘pradhan’ of
Kaili village has since been
arrested. 

In the video, he was seen
hitting the youth, making
them squat and loop their
arms behind the knees to
grip the ears, and beating
them with a stick. Some pe-
ople were also seen stand-
ing alongside the pradhan. 

The audio suggests that
the ‘pradhan’ was telling the
youth that he was repri-
manding them for catching
chicken, which were also
seen in the video, during the
lockdown.

Avinash Pandey, Superin-
tendent of Police (Rural),
Meerut, told The Hindu the
incident happened on April
16 near the Kaili railway sta-
tion, which falls under the
Kharkhauda police station.
The police had already ta-
ken note of the incident and
sent the pradhan, Amit Tya-
gi, to jail. He said an FIR had
been registered on the com-
plaint of Ankit Kumar, a resi-
dent of village Naya Gaon
Dhirkheda, under various
sections of the IPC, the SC/
ST Act and the IT Act.

“Even if somebody is
breaking norms during the
lockdown, nobody has the
right to take the law into his
own hands. The police had
taken action before the vi-
deo surfaced on social me-
dia,” said Mr. Pandey.

Pradhan held for beating
Dalit youth in Meerut 
The video of the incident went viral
Special Correspondent 

Ghaziabad

The COVID-19 outbreak has
put India’s electoral calen-
dar on the back burner.

The absence of a vaccine
or therapeutic intervention
against the disease has ne-
cessitated a long period of
physical distancing and sani-
tary measures, all of which,
say experts, will change the
great Indian poll circus fo-
rever. 

Speaking to The Hindu,
BJP general secretary Ram
Madhav pointed to the re-
cent national election in
South Korea and said the
conduct of elections should
not be completely written o"
in India either. 

He did, however, caution
that the manner of cam-
paigning and polling must
re#ect the changed reality.

“There seems to be no

question whether big rallies
of the past will be able to sur-
vive this disease. Without
mass vaccination, organising
big rallies would be a hazard.
I see more digital campaign-
ing, and micro, man-to-man
marking gaining ground.
With the digital, I also see a
return of the print, that is,
handbills and pamphlets
which used to be distributed
a lot in the past,” he said. 

Polling issues
Congress MP and former Un-
ion Minister Manish Tewari
agreed that much of the
campaign would have to
shift to the digital sphere,
but expressed more concern
over the polling part of the
electoral exercise. 

“There has been much
talk of developing software
to hold polls digitally, and in
the Atlantic Council (of

which Mr. Tewari is a mem-
ber), we did explore this,
looking at the example of Es-
tonia. The main question is
never the technology, but
the ways in which it can be
subverted, and how to en-
sure the integrity of the pro-
cess,” he said. 

Mr. Tewari also expressed
concern over the fact that a
noti!ed election to the Rajya

Sabha was postponed due to
the COVID-19 outbreak by
the Election Commission of
India when only polling re-
mained. 

Away from political par-
ties, pollster Pradeep Gupta,
who heads AXIS-My India,
located the whole issue in
two spheres: one is of cam-
paign, which he said is not a
huge issue as there are many
ways of reaching out to the
people, and the second is to
devise technology to ensure
that proximity is not a factor
in polling. 

“Our voters list is not up-
dated, we were hoping that
the new census exercise with
its extensive use of technolo-
gy would lead to a better set
of data. I feel that to a large
extent the connection bet-
ween the voters list, Aadhaar
number and mobile phones
should be attempted. It

stands at barely 30% now
and needs to be extended,”
he said. 

New trends in elections
Mr. Gupta also sees the ac-
celeration of certain trends ,
which he has observed over
the past few elections. 

“It is no longer enough to
play the identity card, it is a
trend for many elections
now that delivery on welfare
and development matters a
lot. After the COVID-19 out-
break and the role of govern-
ments being assessed so
closely, this trend will com-
pletely overshadow identity
politics,” he said. 

The next big election in
India is the Assembly elec-
tion in Bihar due in October-
November. If it takes place
on time, it will be the precur-
sor to just how a pandemic
a"ects electoral democracy. 

COVID-19 may change election scene forever 
Digital campaigning may replace big rallies; handbills and pamphlets are likely to return

Ram Madhav

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court Colle-
gium, led by Chief Justice
of India Sharad A. Bobde,
has recommended that
Calcutta High Court judge
Dipankar Datta be appoint-
ed as the Chief Justice of
the Bombay High Court.

Justice Datta is the
brother-in-law of former
Supreme Court judge Ami-
tava Roy. Justice (retired)
Roy was the puisne judge
on the Bench that held
former Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa and
her aide Sasikala Natarajan
guilty in a disproportionate
assets case. His father was
also a former judge of the
Calcutta High Court. Jus-
tice Datta was elevated to
the Bench of the Calcutta
High Court as a permanent
judge on June 22, 2006. 

Dipankar
Datta named
Bombay CJ
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

and the Chennai port.
K.G. Ananthakrishnan,

Director-General of the Or-
ganisation of Pharmaceuti-
cal Producers of India (OP-
PI), said the congestion at
the JNPT and the Mumbai
airport should be eased to
fast-track import as well as
export orders. 

“Truck movement has
improved, coming from a
zero level (when the lock-
down was initiated) to 40%-
50%. Availability of cold
chain services, critical for
moving vaccines and insu-
lin, are still at 30% of the
pre-lockdown levels, and we
have been alerting the go-
vernment to this,” he said.

The industry is hoping that
things may start to improve
from Monday, as parts of the
country will relax the lock-
down norms, and trucks
carrying essential as well as
non-essential goods have
been allowed to move
across State borders in the
past week.

“There is a very slight im-
provement in the operating
capacities among our big
and small members — 30%
to a maximum of 50%,” said
Mr. Patel, adding that raw
material consignments were
stuck at ports and airports
for clearance, especially at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Port
( JNPT), the Mumbai airport

Pharma units still not
able to operate freely 

“In States like Tamil Nadu,
primate populations having
negative interactions with
humans are relocated to for-
ests, causing other pro-
blems like spread of diseas-
es and parasites to
forest-dwelling monkey
populations. When we relo-
cate a population of mon-
keys, there is no screening
done to identify the diseases
or the parasites they carry,”
said Dr. Kumara. 

Citing a 2019 study on the
“Prevalence of gastrointesti-
nal parasites in Lion-tailed
macaques in the Central
Western Ghats,” which he

co-authored, Dr. Kumara
pointed to conclusions
drawn in the paper about
rates of endoparasitic infec-
tions caused to lion-tailed
macaques that were linked
to human activity in forests
and also due to relocation of
bonnet macaques from con-
#ict areas.

If viruses like the SARS-
CoV-2 do mutate and infect
primates, they could deci-
mate not just primate spe-
cies but also other wildlife
which prey on them, a se-
nior biologist attached to
the Tamil Nadu Forest De-
partment said. 

Spare monkeys the virus,
say biologists 

O$cers of the rank of De-
puty Secretary and above
will join o$ce from Mon-
day, after nearly a month of
working from home due to
the lockdown, a senior o$-
cial said.

Joint Secretaries, Addi-
tional Secretaries, Special
Secretaries and Secretaries
had joined Central govern-
ment departments on April
13. 

In its revised guidelines
related to the ongoing lock-
down, the Home Ministry
had on Wednesday said
that “all the Ministries and
departments and o$ces
under their control are to
function with 100% atten-
dance of Deputy Secretary
and levels above that. Re-
maining o$cers and sta"
to attend up to 33%.”

All departments have
been working with skele-
ton sta" since March 25.

More o!cials
to return to
workplaces
Press Trust of India 

new Delhi

A number of central minis-
tries have given the nod for
salary deductions of sta" to-
wards the PM-CARES Fund.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh “approved a propo-
sal” for the contribution of a
day’s salary to the fund from
all Ministry employees, in-
cluding Army, Navy, Air
Force and Defence Public
Sector Units, according to
an o$cial statement issued
days after the fund was
launched.

The Ministry estimated a
collective donation of %500
crore, but added that “the
employees’ contribution is
voluntary and those desi-
rous of opting out will be
exempted”.

‘Tough on families’
Responding to a circular is-
sued on Friday by the Reve-
nue Department of the Fi-
nance Minister that a day’s

salary will be deducted from
all sta" every month till
March 2021, one joint secre-
tary level o$cial, who did
not want to be named, said,
“No one actually asks. And
one day per month for a
year is 12 days. That is 40%
of a monthly salary... An av-
erage employee of the Go-
vernment of India gets bet-
ween %50,000 and %80,000
per month. That’s one sal-
ary and maybe three depen-
dents. So it’s tough on
them,” the o$cial said. 

Earlier in the month, resi-
dent doctors from four go-
vernment hospitals in the
capital objected to the auto-
matic deduction from their
salary of the donation, de-
manding that it be made an
opt-in system, so that only
those who wished could
choose to donate. Last
week, both AIIMS and Saf-
darjung hospitals agreed to
the demand.

(With inputs from 
Manojit Saha)

Pay cuts for PM-CARES
leave sta" uneasy 
Priscilla Jebaraj
Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

India has put in place a ro-
bust mechanism to insu-
late the three services and
their strategic assets from
the SARS-CoV-2 infection,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Sunday, ad-
ding that the military is ful-
ly prepared to defend the
the country from “adversa-
rial forces” though it was
!ghting the pandemic.

He said the Army, Navy
and the Indian Air Force
are strictly adhering to in-
structions issued by the
Prime Minister’s O$ce, the
Health Ministry and their
own medical bodies.

“The !ght against CO-
VID-19 is possibly the big-
gest invisible war in our li-
fetime. A war against
humanity and having va-
rious impact on health and
economic security of the
nation,” he said.

“We as a nation are !ght-
ing the COVID-19 crisis on a
war footing and all agen-
cies of the government are
working in close coordina-
tion. The armed forces are
assisting the nation in its
!ght against COVID-19,” Mr.
Singh added.

Asked whether the pan-
demic has impacted opera-
tional aspects of the mili-
tary, Mr. Singh said they
are prepared for all contin-
gencies and ready to de-
fend India’s sovereignty
from adversarial forces in
all scenarios.

“The Indian armed forc-
es are prepared for all con-
tingencies and I can assure
you that we are prepared
to defend our sovereignty
from adversarial forces in
all scenarios,” he added.

‘Armed forces
are adequately
protected’
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Pakistan should address the
de!ciencies that led to the
toppling of certain struc-
tures in the holy Kartarpur
Sahib complex during an af-
ternoon storm on Saturday,
sources said here. 

The comment came
hours after India took up the
matter with Pakistan as ur-
gent repairs were carried
out on the complex by the
authorities in Pakistan. 

“India has urged Pakistan
that in deference to the sen-
timents of the Sikh commun-
ity, the de!ciencies which
led to the damage to the
newly constructed struc-
tures be urgently recti!ed
and remedied,” said a source
on Sunday who maintained
that damages to the struc-
ture caused “great conster-

nation to the members of
the Sikh community”. 

Hours later, Pakistan
showed photographic evi-
dence, saying the repairs to
the toppled domes had been
carried out. 

Kartarpur Sahib is in the
midst of year long festivities

associated with the 550th
birth anniversary Guru Na-
nak, the founder of Sikhism,
and has emerged as a major
centre of Sikh pilgrimage in
Pakistan over the last few
months, after the corridor
from India was operational-
ised. 

India urges Pakistan to rectify de!ciencies in repair work

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Remains of the storm: A collapsed dome at Kartarpur Sahib
Gurdwara at Kartarpur in Narowal, Pakistan, on Sunday. * PTI

‘Address Kartarpur damage’ 












At the 1945 United 
Nations Conference on 
International 
Organization, Szeming 
Sze, a delegate from the 
Republic of  China 
(modern-day Taiwan), 
proposed the creation of  
an international health 
organization under the 
auspices of  the new 
United Nations. Alger 
Hiss, the Secretary-
General of  the 
conference, 
recommended using a 
declaration to establish 
such an organization.  
 
Sze and other delegates 
lobbied and a declaration 
passed calling for an 
international conference 
on health. The use of  the 
word “world”, rather 
than “international”, 
emphasized the truly 
global nature of  what the 
organization was seeking 
to achieve.  
 
The constitution of  the 
World Health 
Organization was signed 
by all 51 countries of  the 
United Nations, its 
affiliates and by 10 other 
countries, on 22 July 1946. 
It thus became the first 
specialized agency of  the 
United Nations to which 
every member 
subscribed.

The government has set up the Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief  in 
Emergency Situations Fund (PM-CARES Fund) to deal with any kind of  emergency 
or distress situation like posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
This Fund has been set up owing to a number of  requests made by the people to 
support the government in the wake of  the COVID-19 emergency. 
Key Points 
 
About the Fund 
The Fund is a public charitable trust with the Prime Minister as its Chairman. 
Other Members include Defence Minister, Home Minister and Finance Minister. 
The Fund enables micro-donations as a result of  which a large number of  people 
will be able to contribute with the smallest of  denominations. 
The Fund will strengthen disaster management capacities and encourage research 
on protecting citizens. 
Contribution to PM - CARES Fund will Qualify as CSR Expenditure 
The Ministry of  Corporate Affairs has clarified that contributions by companies 
towards the PM-CARES Fund will count towards mandatory Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) expenditure. 
Under the Companies Act, 2013, companies with a minimum net worth of  Rs 500 
crore or turnover of  Rs 1,000 crore, or net profit of  Rs 5 crore are required to 
spend at least 2% of  their average profit for the previous three years on CSR 
activities every year. 
The term "Corporate Social Responsibility" in general can be referred to as a 
corporate initiative to assess and take responsibility for the company's effects on 
the environment and impact on social welfare. 
Existing Similar Fund: Prime Minister’s National Relief  Fund (PMNRF) 
This fund was instituted in 1948 by then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, to 
assist displaced persons from Pakistan. The fund is currently used primarily to 
tackle natural calamities like floods, cyclones and earthquakes. The fund is also 
used to help with medical treatment like kidney transplantation, cancer treatment 
and acid attack. 
The fund consists entirely of  public contributions and does not get any budgetary 
support. It accepts voluntary contributions from Individuals, Organizations, 
Trusts, Companies and Institutions etc. 
The corpus of  the fund is also invested in various forms with scheduled 
commercial banks and other agencies. Disbursements are made with the approval 
of  the Prime Minister. 
The fund is recognized as a Trust under the Income Tax Act and the same is 
managed by the Prime Minister or multiple delegates for national causes. 
Contributions towards PMNRF are notified for 100% deduction from taxable 
income under section 80(G) of  the Income Tax Act, 1961.

For millions of  Sikhs worldwide, the inauguration of  the Kartarpur corridor was a dream seven decades in 
the making. Ever since India and Pakistan were partitioned with an arbitrary line drawn through Punjab, the 
placement of  Kartarpur, where Guru Nanak spent his last years, meant that while a majority of  his devotees 
were left on one side of  the border, his last resting place was left just four kilometres on the other side. 
Unlike the other major Sikh shrine at Guru Nanak’s birthplace Nankana Sahib, Kartarpur Sahib was off  
Pakistan’s highways and therefore fell into disuse. Those keen to see it were restricted to peering through 
binoculars at a border checkpost. The inauguration of  the renovated shrine in Kartarpur by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, and the access to the corridor from Sultanpur Lodhi on the Indian side by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, saw the fervent hopes of  all those people being granted, timed with the 550th birth 
anniversary of  Guru Nanak. 
 
The Shrine – Gurdwara in Kartarpur 
 
The gurdwara in Kartarpur is located on the bank of  river Ravi in Pakistan. It is about four km from the 
Dera Baba Nanak shrine, and about 120 km northeast of  Lahore. It was here that Guru Nanak assembled a 
Sikh community and lived for 18 years until his death in 1539. The shrine is visible from the Indian side, as 
Pakistani authorities generally trim the elephant grass that would otherwise obstruct the view. Indian Sikhs 
would gather in large numbers for darshan from the Indian side, and binoculars were installed at Gurdwara 
Dera Baba Nanak. The gurdwara was opened to pilgrims after repairs and restoration in 1999, and Sikh 
jathas have been visiting the shrine regularly ever since. Sikh jathas from India travel to Pakistan on four 
occasions every year- for Baishakhi, the martyrdom day of  Guru Arjan Dev, the death anniversary of  
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, and the birthday of  Guru Nanak Dev.It is hoped that the corridor would pave the way 
for peace and greater progress of  all people. The corridor will drastically cut down the journey pilgrims have 
to make from more than 200 km to just 6 km.



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU CHENNAI

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2020 9
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

COVID-19

As the World Health Organization (WHO) grapples with its
greatest crisis, facing criticism over its initial response to the
COVID-19 pandemic and a funding cut from the United
States, Shashi Tharoor, a former Under Secretary General
of the United Nations, says the situation is an indictment, not
so much of the agency alone but of the member states that de-
mand it remain beholden to them.

How unprecedented is the
current challenge facing the
WHO? 

! The WHO was established
in 1948 and there hasn’t been
a worldwide pandemic with
this kind of devastation that
has come across its path. So-
mething like this is calami-
tously challenging for the
WHO. And then you have the
decision of the United States
[on April 15] to withhold

funding at this peak time.
The U.S. contributes someth-
ing like 15% of the WHO bud-
get. That is a pretty substan-
tial sum of money that is
going to disappear from the
WHO’s kitty. All of that adds
to the challenges it is facing.

Is the U.S. criticism valid?

! I really think Mr. Trump is
honestly trying to !nd a sca-
pegoat for his own adminis-

tration failing in preparing
the U.S. sooner for what has
turned out to be the biggest
public health emergency
they have ever had. The fact
is, if you look at what the
WHO did or didn’t do, one
can certainly accept the
charge that they were to will-
ing to give China a free pass
at the beginning of the crisis.
I don’t think it’s easy to
blame the WHO for it. 

One of the institutional
challenges for any UN body
is that it tends to be behol-
den to its most powerful
member states. I am afraid
the problem is if this was so-
mething that started in the
U.S., they would have proba-
bly been deferential to the
U.S. also. The di"erence is

the U.S. being a democracy
with a free press, they would
have not found it easy to sup-
press the kind of details that
are only now emerging from
China.

Is it the case that WHO and
most UN agencies are reliant

on the information they
receive from member
states?

! We have a constitutional
problem with all UN agencies
that the head of the agency
who is elected after all with
support of powerful member
states, does not enjoy the in-
dependence and autonomy
that should come with a posi-
tion of that stature. If we
were, for example, to adopt a
policy of a single, non-re-

newable term for maybe six
or seven years, rather than
two terms of !ve which is
normal practice, then you
might actually give a leader
authority to take certain in-
dependent actions. Nonethe-
less, don’t forget the UN is
not larger or more powerful
than its member states.

The principal fault is with
Beijing and not the WHO,
which is still a body that is
dependent on member
states. India is a member of
every UN body and every
country knows how these
bodies work. The govern-
ments of the world actually
want UN agencies to be be-
holden to governments, for
the most part. When they fail
to assert enough indepen-

dence and autonomy, the
same governments start
making these agencies a sca-
pegoat. When I was at the
UN, my then boss [Secretary
General] Ko! Annan would
often jokingly say about the
initials SG by which we used
to call him, ‘I know what that
stands for – scapegoat!’

On one hand, we are seeing
countries turning inward.
On the other, the pandemic
is bringing an awareness of
the limitations of global
institutions. Faced with two
somewhat opposing
impulses, which way will we
go?

! The signs are indeed for a
resurgence of national sove-

reignty. This suggests we will
actually go in the wrong di-
rection and likely throw up
more barriers. I believe that
is the wrong way to go. India
must play a role in defying
this impulse of closing coun-
tries o" to the international
community. 

We have to recognise if the
WHO had limitations, these
are limitations that govern-
ments have imposed upon it.
If the world has to draw from
this a conclusion that we ac-
tually need institutions of
greater independence in all
our collective interest, then
maybe we can reform these
institutions, to give them
that independence. I hope a
country like India will be a
sane voice for this.

INTEVIEW | SHASHI THAROOR 

‘If WHO has limitations, these have been imposed on it by nations’ 
The principal fault is with Beijing and not WHO, which is still a body dependent on member states, says Shashi Tharoor, former Under Secretary General of the UN 
Ananth Krishnan

<> We actually need
institutions of
greater
independence in all
our collective
interest 

10 new cases in Punjab
take tally to 244
CHANDIGARH

Ten fresh cases of COVID-19
were reported in Punjab on
Sunday, taking the total tally
to 244. The State Health
department said that out of
the 10 cases, four are from
SAS Nagar and six from
Jalandhar. Till now, Punjab
has seen 16 COVID-19 deaths,
while 37 cures. Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, meanwhile,
ruled out any relaxation in
the curfew till May 3. He
ordered strict enforcement of
the curfew in all districts,
with no relaxation or
concessions whatsoever even
during the Ramzan period
beginning this week. 

IN BRIEF

Allow migrant workers to
return home: plea in SC
NEW DELHI

Stranded migrant workers,
who have forcibly been kept
in relief camps and who have
tested negative for COVID-19,
should be allowed to return
to their native places. The
authorities should not stop
them from going home to
their loved ones, a petition in
the Supreme Court has said.
The petition was jointly filed
by Jagdeep S. Chhokar, an 
ex-faculty member of the IIM
(Ahmedabad), and Gaurav
Jain, a Delhi-based advocate.
The plea said the extension 
of lockdown is casting
“unreasonable and heavier
burden on the migrant
workers stranded in cities.” 

Police inspector dies 
of COVID-19 in Indore 
BHOPAL

A police inspector in Indore
died on Sunday morning
while undergoing treatment
for COVID-19. The official,
who was admitted to a
hospital on March 31 with
complaints of breathlessness,
was about to be discharged,
after his condition improved
in the past few days. But he
succumbed to the disease on
Sunday. Offering his
condolences, the Chief
Minister said on Twitter, “I
pay tribute at his feet. In this
moment of crisis, the entire
State stands by him.” “We
give !50 lakh as support to
the family. His wife is being
appointed as a sub-inspector
in the department,” he said. 

Goa on Sunday became the
!rst zero COVID-19 State in
the country with the last se-
ven cases also testing nega-
tive. 

This makes Goa the !rst
green State in the country
with no case of COVID-19 be-
ing reported from April 3.
The coastal State had a total
of seven positive cases, of
whom six had travel history
and one was the brother of a
patient. 

“Goa is now COVID-19-
free, all seven patients have
tested negative. They will be
quarantined at government
facility and later at home,”
Chief Minister Pramod Sa-
want said. Goa has in all test-
ed over 800 people of whom
seven had come positive. 

Dr. Sawant said that
though Goa was the !rst
State to be free of any tested
positive case and a happy
moment for everyone, espe-
cially the frontline workers,
it was important to realise

that this was no time for
complacence. 

The Chief Minister said
that from April 20, the go-
vernment would scrutinise
reports of its three-day door-
to-door citizens survey done
last week and decide on test-
ing people for COVID-19
wherever felt necessary. 

“We have to ensure that
we remain a zero COVID-19
State. The lockdown will
continue till the Central go-
vernment decides. Our bor-
ders with Maharashtra and
Karnataka will continue to

remain sealed. Anyone en-
tering the State under spe-
cial circumstances will have
to stay in a government qua-
rantine centre,” he said.

The Chief Minister said go-
vernment o#ces would res-
ume 100% work from Mon-
day. “To ensure that we
continue to remain a green
zone State, social distancing
will have to be maintained.
State transport buses will en-
sure this while shifting go-
vernment sta". Two-wheel-
ers will have a single
occupant and 1,000 thermal

guns will be positioned at va-
rious places,” he said.

Dr. Sawant announced
that subject to permissions
from designated o#cers, in-
dustrial units and private bu-
sinesses would be allowed to
start functioning. 

Seafarers issue
On the issue of seafarers, the
Chief Minister said the
Centre would be announcing
the repatriation mechanism
any time. “Once the govern-
ment makes the mechanism
o#cial, it will take about 3-4
days for the !rst lot of seafar-
ers to return. Those already
at Indian ports or closest to
the coast will return !rst. For
the rest, discussions are on
whether it would be the sea
route or air route that would
be taken to get them back,”
Dr. Sawant said. 

All these seafarers would
be subjected to quarantine
followed by home quaran-
tine, he said. Goa has made
available 8,000 rooms for
Goan seafarers. 

Goa is !rst to turn virus-free 
All seven cases test negative, but no time for complacence, says Chief Minister

special correspondent

Mumbai

Positive milestone: Goa on Sunday became the "rst green
State in the country with no cases. * AFP

Gujarat’s COVID-19 curve is
rising sharply with a steep
increase in the number of
cases. On Sunday, 367 new
cases were reported, in the
highest single-day increase,
and 10 persons died. The to-
tal number of cases in the
State went up to 1,743 and
the total number of deaths
to 63. 

On Saturday, the State re-
corded 277 cases and 12
deaths. 

So far, 105 patients have
recovered, including 12 on
Sunday. 

14 patients on ventilator 
As on Sunday, 14 patients are
on ventilator support and in
a critical condition, and
1,561 patients are being treat-
ed at various hospitals. The
State has so far tested 29,104
samples. 

According to the Health
Department, testing has in-

creased substantially, cover-
ing a large part of the State.
There are 127 clusters that
have been declared contain-
ment zones, with a total of
1,79,778 houses and a total
population of 8,50,672. 

The pandemic has spread
to 25 districts, but the worst
a"ected is Ahmedabad, with
1,101 cases and 32 deaths. On
Sunday, Ahmedabad report-
ed 239 cases and 7 deaths.
Another big cluster is Surat,

where eight persons have
died among 242 cases re-
corded so far. 

O#cials in the Health De-
partment and the civic bo-
dies and medical experts be-
lieve that the State has
entered the stage of com-
munity transmission, with
nearly 75% of the total cases
being asymptomatic. 

“With a higher percen-
tage of asymptomatic cases,
community transmission is
occurring, which will make
containment more di#cult
and challenging because you
will never know the scale of
the epidemic,” an infectious
disease expert told The Hin-
du. 

According to him, the
curve will continue to rise in
the next week as aggressive
testing has just started.
“Ideally, there should be
more than 5,000 tests a day,
whereas the average as on
Sunday is around 2,500-
3,000,” he said. 

Ahmedabad alone reports 239 new cases and 7 deaths

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD

Rising curve: Policemen
patrolling the streets of
Ahmedabad on Sunday. * PTI

Gujarat cases up by 367 to
1,743, death toll mounts to 63

Amid a lockdown till May 3,
the Supreme Court has in-
formed that short category
matters, death penalty and
family law cases will be

heard through video-confe-
rencing, if parties consent.

The SC said that such cas-
es will be heard “subject to
the availability of the Bench
and with the prior approval
of the Chief Justice of India.”

SC switches to video mode 
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
instructed o#cials to form a
committee to provide em-
ployment opportunities to 5
lakh migrant workers who
have returned to the State in
the past 45 days because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The committee’s mandate
will be to provide the mi-
grant workers employment
opportunities at the local le-
vel, which will strengthen
rural economy, a govern-
ment spokesperson said.

The committee will be
headed by the Commission-
er, Agricultural Production,
and will include the Princi-
pal Secretaries of the Micro,
Small and Medium Enter-
prise, Rural Development,

Panchayat Raj and Skill De-
velopment Departments.

The committee has been
tasked with ensuring em-
ployment generation under
the One District One Pro-
duct Programme aimed at
encouraging indigenous and
specialised products and
crafts, organise job fairs and
help small entrepreneurs
avail themselves of loans on

easy conditions, the govern-
ment said. 

The committee will ex-
plore employment oppor-
tunities in micro, small and
medium enterprises.

Mr. Adityanath also in-
structed the district magis-
trates to ensure home qua-
rantine of the 8,000
students who were brought
back from Kota after they
were stranded in the Rajas-
than city.

He asked the district ma-
gistrates to go by the local
circumstances and decide
on the relaxation of the
curbs for business activities
from April 20. The 19 most-
sensitive districts with 10 or
more cases have been asked
to be more vigilant. But the
relaxations won’t apply to
hotspots.

‘Govt. will set up a panel for employment generation’

special correspondent

LUCKNOW

Yogi Adityanath 

Adityanath wants jobs for
migrants who returned 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday justi!ed
his decision to continue the
lockdown imposed in the
capital, pointing to the fact
that all 186 patients who
tested positive on Sunday
were asymptomatic.

He said that of the 736
test results that came in on
Saturday, 186 who tested
positive showed no symp-
toms. This was 25% of the
total test results. “They [the
positive persons] didn’t
know they had the corona
[virus] and were roaming
here and there with the co-
rona [virus]. This is very
dangerous,” he said. 

Mr. Kejriwal, who on Sa-
turday pointed to a clutch of
cases in Jehangirpuri, said a
volunteer who had been dis-
tributing food at a Delhi go-

vernment centre had also
tested positive. The govern-
ment, he added, would be
testing everyone who might
have come in contact with
this volunteer. 

The issue of asymptomat-
ic patients in the country al-
so came up at the Union
Health Ministry’s media
brie!ng. “A very small per-
centage of those who are
asymptomatic are testing
positive, as the historical da-
ta across the world is show-
ing. However, we have to be
aware of this challenge. Our
strategy is to monitor those
who are asymptomatic and
high-risk and test them.
Those who are contacts and
asymptomatic are advised
to be in home quarantine
and those at high risk ought
to be in facility quarantine,”
Ministry spokesman Lav
Agarwal said. 

Delhi CM Kejriwal justi!es
extended lockdown 
He cites asymptomatic COVID-19 cases 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI

The Uttar Pradesh police
on Sunday termed “false
and baseless” the charge
that a 22-year-old daily
wager died after he was
thrashed by the police
when he stepped out to
buy food in Ambedkar Na-
gar district.

Rizwan Ahmed’s family
on Saturday said he died in
a hospital three days after
the police beat him up. 

Ambedkar Nagar SP
Alok Priyadarshi said that
going by the evidence col-
lected so far, there was
nothing to show that Riz-
wan was assaulted by the
police with batons.

U.P. police say
youth didn’t
die of beating 
special correspondent

LUCKNOW

Maharashtra reported a
staggering surge of 552
new COVID-19 positive
cases on Sunday — the
State’s highest single-day
surge yet — as its cumula-
tive tally rose to 4,200
cases, while 12 more
deaths were reported
across the State, taking
the death toll to 223. 

Six of these deaths
were reported from
Mumbai city, while four
fatalities were reported
from Malegaon in Nashik,
which is fast emerging as
north Maharashtra’s virus
hotspot. One death each
was reported from Sola-

pur district (the city’s se-
cond death), and Karjat-
Jamkhed in Ahmednagar
district.

“We have yet to receive
information on whether
the Malegaon fatalities

had any comorbidities. Of
six of the remaining eight
deaths, 75% had high-risk
co-morbidities such as
diabetes, hypertension,
asthma and heart dis-
ease,” informed State Sur-

veillance O#cer Dr. Pra-
deep Awate.

A silver lining came in
the form of the 142 pa-
tients who were dis-
charged from hospitals
today, taking the total dis-

charged till date to 502.
Mumbai city again re-

ported the majority of
new cases — as many as
456 — taking the city’s tal-
ly to 2,724 with 132
deaths. 

Over 550 new cases in Maharashtra in a day
Infections soar to 4,200, with Mumbai recording 456 cases; State’s death toll rises to 12

Grim task: Sta# of Dadar crematorium in Mumbai leave
after performing a victim’s last rites. * PRASHANT NAKWE

Special correspondent

Pune

Dharavi reported 20 new
cases on Sunday, taking
the total to 138 cases,
including 11 deaths. A
majority are from areas
that had earlier reported
cases while a few are
from new parts of

Dharavi. As the BMC
intensi!ed screening in
Dharavi, more and more
cases are being reported
from containment zones.
More than 37,000
residents have been
screened for symptoms.
Of this, about 210 were
referred for testing.

20 new cases in Dharavi
Staff Reporter

Mumbai

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD






























































































The Way Ahead 
 
It has, in a very limited way, formally resumed people-
to-people contact between the two countries. This is 
incredible because both countries were till recently on 
the brink of  a full-fledged war; tensions continue to be 
high. As a result, cross-border contacts between both 
sides have been abandoned; in fact, India’s ambassador 
to Pakistan was asked to leave by the host country when 
tensions had peaked. 
 
However, neither side has been able to build on the 
goodwill for the project in both countries to create an 
atmosphere for talks on other issues. This failure was 
most evident when both Mr. Modi and Mr. Khan carried 
out separate inauguration ceremonies, but failed to 
come together at the border for the launch of  the 
project, though both leaders likened it to the “coming 
down of  the Berlin wall”.  
 
Delhi should recognise that the footprint of  Punjab and 
its people goes beyond India and Pakistan — it has 
significant influence in many parts of  the world. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi could add a new layer to his 
diaspora diplomacy if  he promotes the celebration of  
‘Punjabiyat’. That might help transcend the Kartarpur 
exception, facilitate the long-overdue collective 
reflection on what binds us together in the Subcontinent 
and how we might overcome our current divisions. For 
that promise to be realised, leaders will need to walk the 
extra mile, both literally and figuratively. 
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Solution to puzzle 12913 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Spiritual sadana is !rmly rooted in true humility when there
is no trace of ego in the sadaka. This kind of spiritual matur-
ity is di"cult to attain even by those well steeped in sadana,
pointed out Swami Sashishikananda in a discourse. The Ke-
nopanishad tells a story about how even the gods headed by
Indra had failed to realise that Brahman is all. 

Once, they were rejoicing in their triumph over the de-
mons, believing that it was owing to their own e#ort and
prowess that they had won. They did not realise that it was
Brahman who has enabled this victory. Brahman appeared
before them as a yaksha. Indra sent Agni, followed by Vayu
to !nd out who the yaksha was. The yaksha gave them a sim-
ple assignment to test their respective powers. He placed a
blade of grass and asked Agni to burn it but Agni was unable
to do that. Similarly Vayu failed to blow away the blade of
grass. Then Indra came to face the yaksha but did not !nd
Him. Instead Goddess Uma appeared before him and ex-
plained that Brahman had appeared as the yaksha and that
He alone is the source of all grace and glory in the universe
including individual and collective attainments and achieve-
ments. An incident that happened in the life of Namadev is
often quoted to show that it is imperative to remove one’s
ego sense as it is the greatest hurdle in path to realisation. 

It is held that once, in an assembly of saints, another con-
temporary devotee, one Muktabai, wishing well for Nama-
dev, asked a potter to test their level of maturity. Using the
testing rod on the heads of all present, the potter claimed
that all were fully baked except Namadev. Though hurt by
this comment, through God’s grace Namadev gained en-
lightenment and was able to win over his own ego and pride.

FAITH

Humility enlightens+ 12914
(set by Hypatia)

You will never run out of 
intellectual challenges 
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! ACROSS

7 So, a rebel partied where studs hang out? (3,5)

9 Fresh deli sandwiches, black coffee !nally !t for consumption (6)

10 Extended wish (4)

11 Cheapest to let around student term (3-4,3)

12 Pretty tidy and mostly organised (6)

14 Make mechanic co-passenger in a tuk tuk (8)

15 Kind of new diamond accompanying proposal (4,3,6)

18 Shutter in jailhouse, not hard to crack (8)

20 Tie pet outside grave essentially (6)

21 Hypatia left? Good. Moving ahead, can put Spinner back in

eclectic group (7,3)

22 Basically, cold leftovers, once yummy become distasteful (4)

23 Hospitality unit left alongside to welcome member (6)

24 Spooner’s kick-ass drink (4,4)

! DOWN

1 Fabric from sheep raised by old staff, say (8)

2 Strike slimy garden pest (4)

3 Group of singers cheerfully evacuated chief monk’s office (6)

4 Get drunk. Let-off. Put down (8)

5 Aimed to get different channels for advertising (5-5)

6 Nearly took up legislator on ring road (6)

8 Dapper pal sent snaps in black and white, say (4-3-6)

13 Steal one grand, stopping frequently, mostly at the last minute

(4,2,4)

16 Rum crabs in their shells (8)

17 Somewhat sure, as one democrat thought (8)

19 Attacking man-eaters were met here (6)

20 Lifted knot to close packed material (6)

22 Hint about boy, possibly 8 (4)

SCAN TO PLAY

In a report released this month, the World Bank predicted a
‘dire’ situation for South Asia due to the economic impact of
measures to counter the novel coronavirus pandemic, sug-
gesting that the eight SAARC countries (Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Maldives and Sri Lan-
ka) will experience their worst economic performance in 40
years, with at least half of them falling into a deep recession.
Hans Timmer, author of the report and the Bank’s Chief
Economist for South Asia, says managing migrant returns,
service sector revenue losses and ensuring food security for
the poorest are major priorities for the region.

The forecast for the South
Asian economy in the WB
report, with an expected
drop from 6.3% growth to
1.8% - 2.8%. is quite
signi!cant. Could the drop
be even bigger, given that we
don’t yet know when
economic activity will be
fully reopened?

! This forecast already in-
cludes many adverse im-
pacts. The upper and lower
bounds are based on two
scenarios for advanced eco-
nomies: one with a two-

month lockdown of ad-
vanced economies, the other
with a four-month lockdown
of these economies. These
scenarios translate for South
Asia into sharp declines in
exports, disruptions in glo-
bal value chains, deteriora-
tion of investment senti-
ment, reversal of capital
$ows, and reduced remit-
tances. Our upper and lower
bound forecasts also assume
sharp declines in domestic
hospitality services. But the
drop in growth can indeed
be bigger. In the report we

mention that we calculated
what we call a “worst case
scenario”, in which we as-
sume a prolonged lockdown
of South Asian economies:
an extended lockdown for
three months and a more
partial lockdown in subse-
quent quarters. In that case,
we ended up with negative
growth for the region, a con-
traction of 1%.

The World Bank has
endorsed India’s strict
40-day lockdown, which
other South Asian countries
have followed in varying
degrees. How well do you
think this will work if
extended, especially given
the economic impact?

! I have been impressed by
the reaction of the Indian go-
vernment and other govern-
ments in South Asia. With li-
mited health-care capacity, it
is important to contain, or at
least mitigate, the spread of
COVID-19. But, with a high

population density, this is a
di"cult task. Containment of
the pandemic is especially
challenging among slum
dwellers, domestic migrant
workers and refugees. An ad-
ditional complication is that
the lockdown deprives the
most vulnerable people of
their income. The conclu-
sion is that the lockdown is
necessary, but not su"cient.
It has to be complemented

with food distribution, tem-
porary work programmes
and a system of testing and
tracing, which is needed to
reopen the economy. The
temporary work programme
could focus on food delivery,
production of protective
equipment, disinfection of
public spaces and on the
testing and tracing system. It
is commendable that the In-
dian government is rolling
out a tracing system now.

Most South Asian nations
depend on migrant
remittances. How much do
you think layo"s abroad
added to the domestic
migrant labour crisis (in
India, in particular), will
change the labour market,
and how should countries
prepare for this?

! It is likely that migrant
workers, especially in the
Gulf countries, will return
home, even if many are still
stuck abroad at the moment.

It is the consequence of the
global recession and the
sharp drop in oil prices.
They will need to !nd work
at home and will indeed
compete with domestic mi-
grant workers. That is why
the government should
create conditions under
which the economy can be
reopened and should play an
active role in job creation.

How does South Asia as a
region compare with other
regions in the world in
terms of the impact of the
novel coronavirus? There
are studies suggesting the
pandemic has grown more
slowly in South Asia than in
regions such as Europe,
North America, East Asia...

! Fast containment action af-
ter detection of !rst CO-
VID-19 cases may have
helped, and evidence
around the world shows that
strict measures early on can
help reduce contagion. In-

crease in testing will help
guide future actions.

How important is food
security and releasing
strategic food reserves at
this point? How would you
rate di"erent countries in
the region on their ability to
ensure distribution to the
most vulnerable? We have
seen massive food lines,
shortages in both India and
Pakistan.

! This is one of the big con-
cerns. Disruptions in the
supply chain and panic buy-
ing can lead to price spikes.
That, together with loss of in-
come of many informal
workers, can lead to food
shortages for the most vul-
nerable. This is high priority.
Releasing strategic reserves
is one tool in the toolbox.
Work programmes and food
deliveries are other tools. Ex-
port bans will back!re as
they will disrupt food supply
chains in the region further.

The WB report identi!es the
service sector as worst hit
and tourism, for example in
the Maldives as one of the
biggest revenue losses. Can
South Asia consider new
ways to regenerate
employment in these
sectors, or will it have to
look at other sectors?

! Probably both. Tourism
will not return to normal till
e#ective vaccines become
widely available. There will
be demand for safe tourism.
That might be an opportuni-
ty for the Maldives that with
its many atolls and high-end
tourism has an opportunity
to test tourists and keep
them away from large
crowds. 

There might be also more
demand for digital services
like remote learning or other
remote services and for de-
livery of e-commerce sales. It
is likely that more jobs out-
side the tourism industry
can be created.

INTERVIEW | HANS TIMMER

‘Preventing food shortages is high priority for South Asia’
Disruptions in the supply chain and panic buying can lead to price spikes and loss of income can a!ect the most vulnerable, says World Bank economist

Suhasini Haidar

<> Government should
create conditions
under which the
economy can be
reopened and play
an active role in job
creation 

Spraying of disinfectants
harmful: Health Ministry
NEW DELHI

The Health Ministry has
issued an advisory against
spraying of disinfectants on
people for COVID-19
management, saying it was
physically and psycholo-
gically harmful. Spraying of
chlorine can lead to irritation
of eyes and skin and may
cause nausea and vomiting.
Sodium hypochlorite can
cause irritation to respiratory
tract, the advisory said. PTI

IN BRIEF

Wildlife hunting 
goes up in northeast
GUWAHATI

The lockdown has led to a
spike in wildlife hunting and
bushmeat consumption in
parts of the northeast,
officials said on the basis of
videos on the social media.
Villagers in Arunachal
Pradesh, caught on camera
with a dead king cobra, said
they had been hunting as
vegetables had become
scarce. Officials are also
probing a video that showed
a few persons in Nagaland
displaying carcasses.

Hydroxychloroquine
tablets sent to UAE
DUBAI

India has agreed to send
hydroxychloroquine tablets
to the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) to be used for treating
COVID-19 patients, the Gulf
Arab state’s embassy in New
Delhi said. “The first
shipment of the medicine,
currently on its way to the
UAE, includes 5.5 million pills
for treatment of patients 
with COVID-19,” it tweeted
late on Saturday. REUTERS

The government on Sunday
directed airlines to disconti-
nue advance bookings for
travel from May 4, following
which Air India reversed its
earlier decision to sell
tickets.

“It has been noticed that
airlines have started booking
tickets for journeys with ef-
fect from May 4. No decision
to commence the operation
of domestic/international
$ights with e#ect from May 4
has been taken yet. All air-
lines are hereby directed to

refrain from booking tick-
ets,” the Civil Aviation Minis-
try told domestic and foreign

airlines. It said the airlines
would be given su"cient
notice for restarting $ights.

The order provides much-
needed clarity to both air-
lines and passengers and fol-
lows an outcry over the man-
ner in which airlines
continued to amass passen-
gers’ money, only to issue
credit notes later when
$ights would be cancelled
due to an extended lock-
down. 

Air India immediately re-
versed its earlier decision.
“The airline is currently not
taking bookings.”

Several other airlines like
IndiGo and Vistara, which
had announced their deci-
sion to open bookings post-
May 3, are expected to fall in
line.

Following the Group of
Ministers’ meeting on Satur-
day, Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Hardeep Singh Puri
said on Twitter: “So far no
decision has been taken to
open domestic or interna-
tional operations. Airlines
are advised to open their
bookings only after a deci-
sion has been taken by the
government.”

Centre stops airline bookings 
‘No decision has been taken to commence operation of "ights from May 4’

staff reporter

NEW DELHI 

Trolleys being disinfected at
the Amritsar airport. * AFP

A private cancer hospital in
Meerut has issued an ad-
vertisement in a Hindi dai-
ly appealing to Muslim pa-
tients to come for
treatment only after get-
ting themselves and their
attendants tested for CO-
VID-19. 

In the 11-point advertise-
ment in Dainik Jagran last
Friday, Valentis Cancer
Hospital said if emergency
attention was required, the
hospital would send the
samples of the patient and
the attendant for testing
and charge %4,500 each. It
held the Tablighi Jamaat
congregation in Delhi res-
ponsible for the spread of
the virus in the country. 

On Saturday, the hospi-
tal issued a clari!cation in
the same paper expressing
regret if it hurt the feelings
of any community.

People say the regret is
directed at the Hindu and
Jain communities as one of
the points in the advertise-
ment described them as
miserly, and appealed to
them to contribute hand-
somely to the PM Cares
Fund. 

Chief Medical O"cer Raj
Kumar told The Hindu that
he had issued a notice to
the hospital. 

Senior Superintendent
of Police Ajay Sahni told
presspersons that an FIR
had been registered
against Ajay Jain, proprie-
tor of the hospital, for hurt-
ing the sentiments of a
community. 

Dr. Jain did not respond
despite repeated attempts. 

Meerut cancer
hospital’s ad
kicks up a row
Special Correspondent

Ghaziabad

Calling on the Indian go-
vernment to take steps to
protect Muslim minorities
who are being “negatively
pro!led,” facing “discrimi-
nation and violence” amidst
the COVID-19 crisis, the 57-
member Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC) has
criticised what it called
“growing Islamophobia” in
India.

“[We] urge the Indian
Govt to take urgent steps to
stop the growing tide of Isla-
mophobia in India and pro-
tect the rights of its perse-
cuted Muslim minority as
per its obligations under in-
ternational Human Rights
law,” said a tweet issued by
OIC’s Independent Perma-
nent Human Rights Com-
mission (OIC-IPHRC) on
Sunday.

PM’s call for unity
The statement came on the
same day Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi had clearly said
that “unity and brother-
hood” must be the response
to the coronavirus, which
does not see “race, religion,
colour, caste, creed, lan-
guage or borders before
striking.”

The Ministry of External
A#airs declined to comment
on the statement.

Last week it had reacted
sharply to two similar state-
ments on religious “stigma-
tisation” of minorities in In-
dia by the U.S. Commission
on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF). 

In one statement, the U.S.

Commission criticised In-
dia, Pakistan and Cambodia
for “failure to protect vul-
nerable religious communi-
ties” and “increased stigma-
tisation”. 

Patient ‘segregation’
In another speci!c state-
ment, the USCIRF reacted to
reports, which the govern-
ment denied, that COVID-19
patients were religiously se-
gregated at a hospital in Ah-
medabad. 

On Saturday, it also held
an expert hearing on “Reli-
gious Freedom on South
Asia”, organised by the
“Hindus for Human Rights”,
“Indian-American Muslim
Council” and “International
Christian Concern,” ahead
of its annual USCIRF report
release on April 28, where
India has been categorised
as a “tier 2 country of partic-
ular concern.” 

Misguided reports: MEA
“As if its peremptory com-
mentary on religious free-
dom in India is not enough,
the USCIRF is now spread-
ing misguided reports on
the professional medical
protocols followed to deal
with spread of COVID-19 in
India,” the MEA spokesper-
son had said.

Meanwhile, on March 30,
the United Nations’ O"ce of
The Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights had issued a
more general statement
against the “exploitation” of
coronavirus-related fears by
groups and politicians to
“scapegoat minorities” in
various countries.

Protect rights of Muslims, govt. told
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Islamophobia is
rising in India: OIC

An autorickshaw driver who
donated all his cash despite
not having enough to eat has
helped the police in an Aru-
nachal Pradesh district add
wheels to a community
kitchen concept that has be-
come the template for others
to follow.

Sanjay Kumar Sain, the
Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Lower Dibang Valley,
was touched when the elder-
ly Ganesh Das stepped into
his o"ce on April 16 to hand
over a bunch of notes totall-
ing %1,000 for an initiative
the district police had
launched to feed the elderly,
migrant labourers and other
daily wagers. “He said it was
his responsibility to give
back to Roing for giving him

so much all these years. He
was apologetic for not being
able to donate more,” Mr.
Sain told The Hindu.

Moved, the SP dropped
him home along with 20 kg
of rice and other essentials.

Mr. Das is one of some 70
autorickshaw operators in
Roing town. He came from

Bihar in the 1980s and has
been ferrying people to sus-
tain his four-member family.

His gesture made Mr. Sain
turn his attention to autor-
ickshaw drivers, who were
among the hardest hit by the
lockdown. Mr. Das and seven
others were accordingly
roped in for the district pol-

ice’s community kitchen and
ration delivery service.

Praise from CM
Chief Minister Pema Khandu
had lauded the service and
termed it a model worth re-
plicating in other parts.

Sushant Saurabh Jha, the
nodal o"cer of the District
Police COVID-19 Control
Room, said the SP and some
300 police personnel, local
MLAs and community lead-
ers pooled in resources to
start the community kitch-
en. A few of the SP’s batch-
mates too contributed. “We
have been feeding some 870
people daily,” Mr. Jha said.

“From Monday, we will be
using eight autos, including
Mr. Das’s for the service,” he
said. Each driver would be
given a stipend, besides fuel.

He set the wheels of kindness in motion
Auto driver, who donated his meagre earnings, has now joined police relief work

Ganesh Das with Lower Dibang Valley SP Sanjay Kumar Sain,
right, and Deputy SP Ringu Ngupok. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

RAHUL KARMAKAR

GUWAHATI































































































The Organisation for Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has criticised Government of  India over the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, 2019, and the Babri Masjid verdict of  the Supreme Court. 
 
Organisation of  Islamic Cooperation 
 
The Organisation of  Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the second largest intergovernmental organization after the 
United Nations with a membership of  57 states. 
It is the collective voice of  the Muslim world. It endeavors to safeguard and protect the interests of  the Muslim 
world in the spirit of  promoting international peace and harmony among various people of  the world. 
It was established upon a decision of  the historical summit which took place in Rabat, Kingdom of  Morocco on 
the 25th of  September 1969. 
Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 
India is not a member of  the OIC. However, India was invited as a guest of  honour at 46th Session of  the 
Council of  Foreign Minister in 2019. 2019 is the 50th anniversary of  OIC.



The coronavirus pandemic has
shuttered educational institutions
across the globe. Closure of schools,
colleges and universities, shutdown
of routine life of students and
teachers, disruptions in education
and the education ministry remaining
incommunicado, have created an
unprecedented situation and thrown
many unexpected challenges to
administrators, educators, teachers,
parents and students. The situation
has created the new normal. How to
cope with the new normal is the
question that everyone is now asking.

It is good to carry out a SWOT —
Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats — analysis
of the COVID-19 situation and its
impact on education. This exercise
can help us set new goals and
objectives and move forward. 

Strengths
As educational institutions across
India have remained closed for
weeks, parents are worried about
their children’s education. Some
parents have forced their children to
take up some online courses, but
students do not seem to show interest
in learning online. Some educational
institutions have asked teachers to
prepare online material, but most
teachers do not have the experience
of preparing e-material. Some
universities and colleges want to
move classes/courses online in order
to engage students, but do not know
how to go about. 

The situation described above may
present a gloomy picture, but it
shouldn’t. Why? Looking at it
positively, for the !rst time many
teachers, parents and students have
thought about the purpose of
education and asked some useful and
relevant questions. The
unprecedented situation has made

them look at things critically. Here
are some such interesting questions:
Will ‘education’ be de!ned in a
di"erent way, in the future? Is there a
need to learn di"erently? Will the
transition have a positive or negative
impact on students and their
learning? How should students’
knowledge and skills be
assessed? Will online education
be successful in our country where
millions of students do not own
computers and have access to the
Internet? How important is home
learning? How important is learner
autonomy? Is it good to depend on
teachers and cling to the traditional
way of learning? Many more
questions…

The pandemic should have a
positive impact on our education
system. It should not be the same
after the situation eases. There
should be some positive changes. 

Weaknesses
The weaknesses in our system
include lack of innovative thinking,
inadequate infrastructure, untrained
teachers, unequal accessibility, exam-

centric assessment, and lack
of learner autonomy. How do these
weaknesses act as hurdles now at the
time of the pandemic and lockdown?

Remote learning, distance
learning, home learning, online
learning, e-learning, and webinar are
the buzz-words that we hear today.
Recently, the Delhi government
announced that it would conduct
online classes for class XII students,
but school teachers say that it is
impractical since most students do
not have access to the required
facilities. Yes, we are challenged by
these questions: Can everyone in the
country a"ord e-learning? Is online
education an elite concept in India?

Will the digital divide further cement
inequality and create an academic
divide in the country?

Teachers working in elite schools
in cities and big towns proudly state
that they conduct classes online using
and help students make use of the
lockdown period in a useful manner.
What about teachers working in
government-aided and government
schools in cities and towns and

private schools in rural areas?
Neither teachers nor
students have access to
computers and the
Internet. 

They may neither have
the awareness of online
tools such as Google

Classroom available for such
purposes, nor have the expertise to
use them. Is it possible for such
teachers to even think of conducting
classes online? 

Since our education system has not
trained our teachers and students to
think creatively and manage in a
crisis situation, and has underplayed
the importance of e-learning, they
are unprepared for the transition
from the classroom to online.

Opportunities
All systems have strengths and

weaknesses. Maximising
strengths and minimising

weaknesses in order not
to miss the opportunity
to move forward

should be the goal. The
three main opportunities

that we have are: i) our students
who belong to Gen Z, ii) numerous
web resources, and iii) enthusiastic
teachers. 

Gen Z learners (born between 1997
and 2010) are true digital natives.
They are born in the digital era and
are familiar with computers,
multimedia content and Internet-
based activities from an early age. As
they live in the online environment,

enjoy watching YouTube videos,
love connecting with people

through social media and speak
the language of technology, they

need to be taught di"erently. Now is
the right time to move our classes to a
di"erent platform, introduce e-
learning and develop learner
autonomy. 

The COVID-19 lockdown has
enabled teachers to become creative.
They can now create e-material such

as YouTube videos
and PPTs and

share the links
with their

students and
engage them during the

lockdown period. Some

teachers are using video conferencing
facilities such as Zoom and BlueJeans
Meetings for online teaching. These
video conference facilities have
features such as one-click scheduling,
screen sharing and collaboration,
Cloud streaming and recording, and
so on. Some educators use Google
Meet. 

Look up more Google resources
available for distance learning at
Google for Education’s Teacher
Center online.

Threats
India is far behind some developing
countries where digital education is
getting increased attention. In
countries where e-learning is
popular, students have access to
various online resources such as
Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOCs) which help students,
teachers and professionals upgrade
their skills. E-learning promotes
learner autonomy and enables
students to acquire knowledge and
skills without depending on teachers.
India needs to take the threat of many
developed and developing countries
leading the way in online education
seriously and promote it earnestly. 

To summarise, education must
continue. Students should keep
learning. The lockdown period
should be productive. Educators
should think creatively and introduce
innovative ways of learning. In a
country where access to the Internet
and high-speed connectivity is a
problem, and the digital divide is an
issue, it is important to address the
challenges. Those who are involved in
education planning and
administration should give a serious
thought to reducing the digital divide
in the country and popularise digital
learning. 

The writer is an academic, columnist and
freelance trainer and writer.
rayanal@yahoo.co.uk

With the pandemic forcing everyone to
seriously consider e-learning tools and
resources, now is a good time to assess
its strengths and opportunities, and adapt
to the new normal

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Can everyone in the
country a!ord e-
learning? Is online
education an elite
concept in India?

b Albert P’Rayan 
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Many parents are having a hard
time navigating our “new normal”
of working from home in the cur-
rent times. Being a mother of two
teens, I have attempted to put to-
gether some useful tips for teens
and adolescents to step up and take
responsibility during such trying
times.

Discipline, discipline,
discipline
“Early to bed and early to rise
makes a man healthy, wealthy and
wise.”

At the cost of not sounding regi-
mental and old school, ensure that
you are able to manage a timely
schedule and follow basic activities
of daily living (ADLs) in a reasonable
time frame. Waking up in the morn-
ing and having a fresh start is not
only important but also essential as
it sets the tone for the day that
follows.

While keeping awake all night,
watching movies, binging on Net-
#ix, gaming or socialising with your
cliques is thrilling at this point,
there can be a tendency to stay
awake till the wee hours of morn-
ing. However, not being able to have
a good night’s rest and lack of adeq-
uate sleep (seven to eight relaxed
hours) is enough to create sleep de-
privation and cause laziness, irrita-
bility, moodiness, fatigue, forgetful-
ness, a lack of appetite, and a
depressed mood.

Cut down the entitlement
“There ain’t no such thing like a free
lunch.”

Given the fact the current sup-
port system in the form of paid help
— maids, cooks, baby sitters (for
smaller siblings), caretakers for the
elderly at home is missing — we
need to help out. Everybody at
home, most certainty needs to chip
in. 

You are an integral part of the fa-
mily and it is crucial that you contri-
bute and showcase some responsi-
ble behaviour. Mum and dad really
can’t do much without your timely
help and support.

Choose chores that you like (even
when you really-really don’t like
them) and pitch in. Cooking, chop-
ping, washing dishes, cleaning the
home, drying and folding clothes,
taking care of pets, — the list is rath-
er exhaustive and endless. So, grab
your pick.

Technology / Internet / Gadget
(ab)use
“The di!erence between technology
and slavery is that slaves are fully
aware that they are not free!”

India has the second largest inter-
net users after China. Teens’ contin-
uous, incessant and relentless gad-
get and screen usage bordering on
addiction is a huge problem today
for parents and teens themselves.

Given the current quarantine and
lockdown, we need to cut ourselves
a little slack — given these extenuat-
ing circumstances, but beware of
the time that you tend to spend on
your gadgets and gizmos and the
sites and activities that you are en-
gaging in online. It is not always a
safe place. It is better to be safe than
sorry.

There is excessive information
on social media, most of which is
untrue can be harmful for your con-
sumption. FaceTime, Zoom, Face-
book video calls, Skype are all vir-
tual tools for you to chat and catch
up with your friends and extended
family. TikTock, online games and
many other interactive apps in-
crease your vulnerabilities to share
plenty of information that might
not be necessary and warranted.
Use caution. Be mindful of your lan-
guage and aggression levels as, ma-
ny a times, you tend to loose
grounding in a virtual world. Ra-
tioning screen time is well worth it.

Excessive usage of screen time
can also result in symptoms such as
dysfunctional daily schedule, lack
of a routine, anxiety, depression,
dishonesty, avoidance of work, iso-
lation, mood swings, fear, boredom
with routine tasks, agitation and
procrastination.

Schedule time with family
“The family that prays together,
stays together.”

Ensure that you engage with the
family and do something meaning-
ful for at least 30 minutes to an
hour, every day. These can be sim-
ple activities together beyond the
cleaning rituals and the chores that
can become mundane. Cards,
board games, old family stories
sharing time, television/show view-
ing of common shows and serials,
yoga, meditation, chatting and/or
evening prayers are examples of
what can become a ‘Family Ritual’.
Build memories with your loved
ones before you #y from the nest.

Academic mindfulness
“The early summer break in not go-
ing to last forever”

For those who have not been able
to complete their board exams,
please set aside some time for read-
ing up and revising the subjects that
are pending. These holidays are
eventually going to end and yes, the
suspense around that can create a
lot of anxiety. But, the only way
around is to be prepared.

Those of you, preparing for CETs
and various other entrance exams,
schedule in some time for a good
enough prep, so that you are not ta-
ken by surprise should the lock-
down be lifted on May 3 and dates
get preponed. Many virtual content
and classes have commenced to
keep students a#oat and so get on
with your tasks on time as well.

The writer is a practising counsellor and
a trainer.

Quality time in quarantine 
Lockdown can get a little overwhelming with the family staying together
indoors for long periods. How can you make the most of your time in a
healthy manner?

b Nandini Raman
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The COVID-19 pandemic has been
wreaking havoc across the globe,
and has brought every sector in the
world to a screeching halt. It has
forced companies and organisations
to rethink their way of working, es-
pecially educational institutions. At
a time when classes have been unce-
remoniously suspended, and exams
postponed, the onus of implement-
ing innovative solutions, and going
digital to combat the situation, falls
on educational institutions.

SKEMA Business School, Lille,
France, which has seven campuses
across !ve continents, promptly
stepped up to the situation to ensure
the continuity of studies for its
8,000-plus students across the
world. It is among some of the !rst
business schools in the world to o"-
er all its courses online to its stu-
dents. As one of its campuses is in
China, the country which was the
epicentre of the pandemic, authori-
ties went all out in setting up a com-
prehensive distance learning system
for students there. Excerpts from an
interview with Patrice Houdayer,
SKEMA’s vice-dean of programmes,
who sheds light on how the institu-
tion is handling the pandemic and
ensuring continued education to
students.

From-home campaign
“Since the temporary closure of our
Suzhou campus in China, mid-Janu-
ary, we had already prepared and
set up a comprehensive distance
learning system for our seven cam-
puses. Thanks to this, we were
quickly able to switch to a 100% re-
mote teaching mode,” explains Hou-
dayer. “Many B-schools are now fol-
lowing the same approach. Besides
this, we are organising online well-
being and !tness activities for stu-
dents as they are essential to help
them stay positive. We are also run-
ning the #SKEMAfromhome cam-
paign, on di"erent social media plat-
forms, to showcase the e"orts of the
business school’s students and facul-
ty, and answer the queries of
students.”

Tools to facilitate online
courses
“We are making optimum use of the
Microsoft O$ce resources. We have

been able to utilise various O$ce
365 applications such as Teams (col-
laborative platform for teamwork)
and Stream (video streaming ser-
vice), depending on teachers’
needs, on a large scale. For external
speakers and experts, speci!c on-
line support (tutorials, webinars)
and a dedicated hotline have been
deployed,” he explicates.

“It was essential for us to alter-
nate synchronous (live sessions on
Teams, Skype, Google Meet, and so
on), and asynchronous activities.
Marcos Lima, director of SKEMA’s
MSc International Marketing and Bu-
siness Development programme,
suggested the use of a little-known,
but useful PowerPoint function for
distance learning — the possibility to
record a “screencast”. This makes it
possible to create interactive presen-
tations that professors can send to
students prior to the live session,
which is used for discussing the con-
tent, case studies and project pre-
sentations,” adds Houdayer.

Going digital
He elaborates on how the institution
is conducting online classes for
around 70 di"erent programmes, in-
cluding BBA, M.Sc, double M.Sc,
PhD and executive MBA, at its cam-
puses in the U.S., France, Brazil,
South Africa, and China. In total, an
average of 250 di"erent courses are
being delivered every day. By the
end of the semester, more than
6,000 sessions will be delivered to
nearly 7,000 students. All of this is
managed by the institution’s Innova-
tion Department and the Knowledge
Centre.

The way forward
Online classes and remote teaching have
become the key to making education accessible
to more than 8,000 students across the globe.
Patrice Houdayer, from SKEMA Business School,
sheds some light

b Madhuvanti S. Krishnan
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b LSAT postponed

The LSAT—India™, a standardised test
adopted as an admission criterion by mul-
tiple law colleges across India, has been
rescheduled in light of the nationwide
lockdown announced by the Government
of India. Instead of the earlier announced
date of May 17, the test has been resche-
duled for June 7. The registration date is
extended to May 22 to allow more time
for applicants to register. 

Applicants can prepare for the test us-
ing the material that is free to download
from the Discover Law website (discover-
law.in/prepare-for-the-test). 

https://www.discoverlaw.in/prepare-
for-the-test 

b Sastra University-TCS iON tie-up

Sastra University, in Tamil Nadu, has de-
cided to adopt technology to ensure that
learning does not stop even though class-
rooms are shut, due to the COVID-19 lock-
down. The university has tied up with TCS
iON’s ‘digital classroom’ and is among the
!rst three educational institutions to sign
up for it. The TCS iON Digital Glass Room
is a mobile and web education platform
for schools and colleges that empowers
educators to engage with students in real
time by sharing lessons, videos, work-
sheets, assignments and assessments, us-
ing interactive methods such as polls, de-
bates, quiz, surveys and many more tools.
As an add-on, the platform also provides
an embedded live classroom, which simu-
lates live classroom teaching.

It is available to educational institutes
of all types, irrespective of the medium of
instruction, Board/university affiliation,
or size. Interested schools and higher edu-
cation organisations can register for the
platform by visiting
learning.tcsionhub.in/hub/glass-room/

b Beyond the classroom

Ashoka University recently launched
‘Beyond The Classroom’, an interactive
virtual seminar series which aims to bring
the best learning from the university on-
line. A curated series, it will go live with
its 45 minutes to hour-long episodes us-
ing Zoom twice a week on Wednesday and
Saturday at 8:30 p.m. The episode will be
broadcast simultaneously on Facebook
and YouTube. In an episode, a faculty
member can deliver a lecture, or partici-
pate in an interview or discussion with
another panellist about a topic of his/her
choice. Participants who have tuned in to
watch the live episode will get the oppor-
tunity to send in questions or comments,
which may be answered by the faculty
member, with the help of a moderator.
The sessions will be hosted by an Ashoka
University student, alumni, or faculty. The
faculty will cover topics from the human-
ities, the social sciences, to pure sciences.
The live sessions are free and open for
everyone to attend. 
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WORLD

A laboratory in the Chinese
city at ground zero of the glo-
bal COVID-19 outbreak has
rejected U.S. theories that it
spawned the pandemic.

The denial came as world
governments were debating
how and when to ease lock-
downs that have kept more
than half of humanity — 4.5
billion people — con!ned to
their homes and crippled the
global economy.

Many of the world’s 260
million Orthodox Christians
were forced to mark Easter
at home on Sunday, with

church leaders telling wor-
shippers to stay indoors and
conducting services online
or on television. But in Bela-
rus, President Alexander Lu-
kashenko, who has cast
doubt on the gravity of the
pandemic and allowed
events such as football
matches to continue, de-
!antly visited a church with-
out a face mask.

Virtual concert
Hoping to spread cheer to
those under lockdown, the
world’s top musicians — from
the Rolling Stones to Taylor
Swift, Stevie Wonder and
teen superstar Billie Eilish —
joined forces for a virtual
mega-concert on Saturday.
The six-hour online event
aimed to cultivate a sense of
community during a pan-
demic that has killed at least
1,60,000 people worldwide,
with more than 2.3 million
con!rmed infections.

The virus was probably
!rst transmitted to humans
at a Wuhan market where ex-
otic animals were slaught-
ered, according to Chinese
scientists. But conspiracy
theories that the virus came

from a maximum-security vi-
rology lab have been brought
into the mainstream by U.S.
government o"cials.

“There’s no way this virus
came from us,” Yuan Zhim-
ing, the head of the P4 labo-
ratory at the Wuhan Institute
of Virology, which is
equipped to handle danger-
ous viruses, said in an inter-
view with state media. “I
know it’s impossible.”

The U.S. has the highest
caseload of any country,
with more than 7,35,000
con!rmed infections, and
over 39,000 deaths.

But as Americans and oth-
ers around the world chafe
after weeks under stay-at-
home orders, resentment is
rising. Anti-lockdown prot-
ests on Saturday drew hun-
dreds of people in states in-
cluding Texas, Maryland,
New Hampshire and Ohio. 

The small but spreading
movement drew encourage-
ment from Mr. Trump, who
tweeted that three States

should be “liberated” from
the stay-home orders.

Shops reopened
Elsewhere, a patchwork of
countries including Switzer-
land, Denmark and Finland
began reopening shops and
schools. Germany is set to
follow suit on Monday with
some shops back open after
declaring the virus “under
control”, while Italy — at one
time the European epicentre
of the crisis — was tentatively
mulling easing restrictions.

Iran allowed some busi-
nesses to reopen Saturday
despite being home to West
Asia’s deadliest outbreak.

Back in Wuhan, there was
an emotional return to the ci-
ty for the Chinese Super
League football team after
more than three months
stranded on the roa. Wear-
ing masks, the players had
bouquets of #owers thrust
into their hands as suppor-
ters held banners and sang
to welcome them home.

Coronavirus did not come from us: Wuhan lab
Virology institute o!cial dismisses conspiracy theories; Orthodox Christians mark Easter at home amidst COVID-19 fears

Agence France-Presse

Beijing

Chords and notes of solidarity: (Clockwise from top) Mick Jagger, Keith Richards, Ronnie Wood and Charlie Watts performing
during the ‘One World: Together at Home’ event on Saturday. * VIA REUTERS

South Korea extended its
social distancing policy for
another 16 days on Sunday
but o$ered some relief for
churches and sporting
!xtures, as it reported just
eight new coronavirus
infections, the lowest in two
months. The slightly relaxed
guidelines mean high-risk
venues like churches will
face fewer restrictions,
while sports matches such
as the popular Korea
Baseball Organization (KBO)
League can resume without
an audience.

“It is safest to maintain
the intensive social
distancing, but it isn’t easy
realistically. We need to !nd
a middle ground,” Prime
Minister Chung Sye-kyun
told a meeting of
government o"cials. “If we

can maintain a stable
management at the current
level, we will shift to
‘routine social distancing’
from May 6,” Mr. Chung
said. Health authorities have
said this would allow a
reopening of the economy,
while maintaining
guidelines on disinfection
and preventing the spread
of the virus in people’s lives.

South Korea in March
issued an administrative

order that strongly
recommended religious,
indoor sports and
entertainment facilities
suspend operations. The
language has now been
softened, allowing facilities
to restart operations as long
as they comply with
disinfection guidelines.
“The government will
evaluate the degree of risk
every two weeks and
readjust the level of social
distancing when necessary,”
said Health Minister Park
Neung-hoo.

South Korea has largely
managed to bring the
outbreak under control and
has recently been reporting
daily new cases hovering
around 20. Health
authorities called the trend
good news, but issued a
note of caution about overly
optimistic predictions.

Reuters

Seoul

A voter gets her temperature
taken during last week’s
election. * REUTERS

S. Korea relaxes some norms

Spain registered a sharp
drop in its daily death toll
from the new coronavirus
on Sunday, with the
number falling to 410 from
565. The total number of
fatalities in Spain, the third
hardest-hit country in the
world after the U.S. and
Italy, has reached 20,453,
the Health Ministry said.
“It’s a number that gives
us hope,” said Health
Ministry Emergencies
Coordinator Fernando
Simon of the daily death
toll, at its lowest in four
weeks. Infections rose to
1,95,344, with 4,218 new
cases in the past 24 hours.

Spain sees sharp
drop in toll

Agence France-Presse

Madrid

U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Saturday that
China should face conse-
quences if it was ”knowingly
responsible” for the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. “If it was
a mistake, a mistake is a mis-
take. But if they were know-
ingly responsible, yeah, I
mean, then sure there
should be consequences,”
Mr. Trump told reporters at
a daily brie!ng. He did not
elaborate on what actions
the United States might
take.

Mr. Trump and senior
aides have sharply criticised
China for a lack of transpa-
rency after the coronavirus
broke out in its Wuhan pro-
vince. This week he sus-
pended aid to the World
Health Organization accus-
ing it of being
“China-centric.”

Public sparring
Washington and Beijing, the
world’s two biggest econo-
mies, have publicly sparred
over the virus repeatedly.
Mr. Trump initially praised
China’s response to the out-
break, but he and other se-
nior o"cials have also re-
ferred to it as the “Chinese
virus” and in recent days

have ratcheted up their
rhetoric.

Mr. Trump said the U.S.-
China relationship was good
“until they did this,” citing a
recent !rst-phase agricultu-
ral deal aimed at quelling a
trade war between the two
countries. 

He said the question now
was whether what hap-
pened with the coronavirus
was “a mistake that got out
of control, or was it done
deliberately?”

“There’s a big di$erence
between those two,” he
said.

Mr. Trump also raised
questions about a Wuhan vi-
rology laboratory that Fox
News this week reported
had likely developed the co-
ronavirus as part of China’s
e$ort to demonstrate its ca-
pacity to identify and com-
bat viruses. Mr. Trump has
said his government is seek-
ing to determine whether
the virus emanated from a
Chinese lab.

Mr. Trump also again cast
doubt on China’s death toll,
which was revised up on Fri-
day. China said 1,300 people
who died of the coronavirus
in the central city of Wuhan
— half the total — were not
counted, but dismissed alle-
gations of a cover-up.

China should face
consequences: Trump
‘Was it a mistake, or was it deliberate?’

Reuters

Washington

In movement we trust: A protest in Austin, Texas, against the
partial lockdown imposed by the State government. * REUTERS

Even as Sri Lanka’s health
authorities continue !ghting
COVID-19, which has so far
a$ected 269 persons, the go-
vernment and Opposition
parties have expressed con-
#icting views on holding a
poll during the raging global
pandemic.

Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa has
urged the Election Commis-
sion to !x the date for the
general election, after the
poll scheduled for April 25
were postponed in the wake
of the coronavirus. In a state-
ment issued on Saturday, Mr.
Rajapaksa said the Commis-
sion was “mandatorily re-
quired” to !x another day
for the polls. “Things have to
come back to normal sooner
or later,” he said. 

The PM’s message comes
at a time when Sri Lanka pre-
pares to ease the curfew this

week in select districts, after
a near-total lockdown for a
month. As of Sunday, as ma-
ny as 96 persons have reco-
vered, while over 100 others
are being monitored under
quarantine, according to Sri
Lanka’s Health Promotion
Bureau.

EC to decide?
On the revised date for the
polls, the Election Commis-
sion asked President Raja-
paksa to seek the Supreme
Court’s opinion on the mat-
ter, citing the exceptional cir-
cumstances following the
pandemic. However, Presi-
dent Rajapaksa has main-
tained that the question of
seeking the apex court’s rul-
ing did not arise, when “the
date for !xing the poll is the
responsibility of the Election
Commission”. The Commis-
sion is yet to comment. 

Meanwhile, Opposition
parties have raised concern

over holding elections in the
near future, while the threat
of the pandemic lingers.
Former Speaker Karu Jayasu-
riya urged the government
and the Opposition to en-
gage with the Commission
“urgently” to prevent an
“unnecessary constitutional
crisis”, as the last Parliament
was dissolved on March 2. 

Reconvening Parliament
Almost all Opposition par-
ties have sought the recon-

vening of Parliament using
President Gotabaya’s execu-
tive powers, while urging the
Election Commission to re-
frain from holding poll until
the health risk is eliminated.
The Sri Lanka Muslim Con-
gress (SLMC) said in its letter
to the Commission that until
health authorities and the
police provide “complete
clearance” for free move-
ment throughout the coun-
try, it is not possible to pu-
blish the notice of poll, !xing
the revised date for the gen-
eral election. The Tamil Na-
tional Alliance (TNA) said
that there can be no e$ective
exercise of democracy in the
form of an election in the
midst of such a pandemic. 

Senior doctors in Sri Lan-
ka earlier told The Hindu

that a reasonable assessment
of the situation was possible
only at the end of four to !ve
incubation cycles. Sri Lanka
has !nished two. 

Sri Lanka PM calls for new date after postponement of April 25 election

A girl being tested 
in Colombo. * REUTERS

Meera Srinivasan

Colombo

Govt., Opposition clash over holding poll

Australia on Sunday called
for an independent investi-
gation into the global res-
ponse to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, including the World
Health Organization’s han-
dling of the crisis.

Foreign Minister Marise
Payne said the country
would “insist” on a review
that would probe, in part,
China’s early response to
the outbreak in Wuhan,
the city where COVID-19
emerged late last year.

“We need to know the
sorts of details that an in-
dependent review would
identify for us about the ge-
nesis of the virus, about
the approaches to dealing
with it (and) addressing the
openness with which infor-
mation was shared,” she
told public broadcaster
ABC.

Australia calls
for probe 
into response
Agence France-Presse

Sydney

Suppressing Hong Kong’s
democracy movement is a
priority for China, even in
the midst of the coronavirus
crisis, a top pro-democracy
leader said on Sunday, a day
after police arrested him
and 14 others in a surprise
crackdown.

The United States and
others criticised the arrest of
the 15 on charges of organis-
ing and participating in anti-
government protests last
year, the biggest crackdown
on the pro-democracy
movement since the out-
break of the protests almost
a year ago. “This is all hap-
pening while we are in midst
of a pandemic,” pro-democ-
racy activist Avery Ng told
Reuters by telephone. “The
world is dealing with this vi-

rus, but this signals that Beij-
ing still sees a political crack-
down in Hong Kong is a top
priority.”

Those arrested included
Democratic Party founder
and barrister Martin Lee, 81,
millionaire publishing ty-
coon Jimmy Lai, 71, and
former lawmaker and barris-
ter Margaret Ng, 72.

Police said those arrested
were charged with organis-

ing and participating in un-
lawful assemblies on August
18 and October 1 and 20 last
year. They are due to appear
in court on May 18. Police
said more arrests were possi-
ble. Avery Ng and some of
the others arrested were re-
leased on bail late on
Saturday.

The arrests prompted
criticism from the United
States and Britain, which
both called for Hong Kong’s
rule of law to be maintained.

“The United States con-
demns the arrest of pro-de-
mocracy advocates in Hong
Kong,” U.S Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said.

In Britain, a Foreign O"ce
representative said the go-
vernment expected any ar-
rests and court procedures
to be ”conducted in a fair
and transparent manner”.

Beijing prioritising arrests over
pandemic: Hong Kong leader
Avery Ng was among the 15 protesters held on Saturday

Reuters

Hong Kong

Avery Ng iin 2017. * AFP

ELSEWHERE

U.K. will not lift
lockdown now: Gove
LONDON

Britain is not considering
lifting the lockdown imposed
almost four weeks ago given
“deeply worrying” increases in
the toll, Minister Michael Gove
said on Sunday. “The facts...
are clear at the moment that
we should not be thinking of
lifting of these restrictions
yet,” he said. Reuters

No letter sent to Trump,
says North Korea
SEOUL

North Korea on Sunday
denied a letter was sent to
U.S. President Donald Trump,
KCNA said, citing a Foreign
Ministry press chief. The
denial comes after Mr. Trump
told reporters that he
recently received a “nice
note” from North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un. Reuters

On most mornings, Somaya
Farooqi and four other teen-
age girls pile into her dad’s
car and head to a mechanic’s
workshop. They use back
roads to skirt police check-
points set up to enforce a
lockdown in their city of Her-
at, one of Afghanistan’s hot
spots of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The members of Af-
ghanistan’s prize-winning
girls’ robotics team say
they’re on a life-saving mis-
sion — to build a breathing
machine from used car parts
and help their war-stricken
country battle the virus. “If
we even save one life with
our device, we will be
proud,” said Ms. Farooqi, 17. 

Their pursuit is particular-
ly remarkable in conserva-
tive Afghanistan. Only a gen-
eration ago, during the rule
of the Islamic fundamental-
ist Taliban in the late 1990s,
girls weren’t allowed to go to

school. Ms. Farooqi’s mother
was pulled from school in
third grade. 

Only 400 ventilators
Afghanistan faces the pan-
demic nearly empty-hand-
ed. It has only 400 ventila-
tors for a population of more
than 36.6 million. So far, it
has reported just over 900
coronavirus cases, including
30 deaths, but the actual
number is suspected to be
much higher since test kits
are in short supply. This has
spurred Ms. Farooqi and her
team members to help come
up with a solution. 

On a typical morning, Ms.
Farooqi’s father collects the
girls from their homes and
drives them to the team’s of-
!ce in Herat, zigzagging
through side streets to skirt
checkpoints. From there,
another car takes them to a
mechanic’s workshop on the
outskirts of the city. 

In Herat, residents are on-

ly permitted to leave their
homes for urgent needs. The
robotics team has a limited
number of permits for cars. 

So far, Ms. Farooqi’s fath-
er hasn’t been able to get
one, but the girls are in a
hurry. “We are concerned
about security driving out of
the city but there is no other
option, we have to try to save
people’s lives,” Ms. Farooqi
said. At the workshop, the

team is experimenting with
two di$erent designs, in-
cluding an open-source
blueprint from the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy. The parts being used in-
clude the motor of a Toyota
windshield wiper, batteries
and sets of bag valve masks,
or manual oxygen pumps. A
group of mechanics helps
them build the frame of a
ventilator. Daniela Rus, a

professor at MIT, welcomed
the team’s initiative to deve-
lop the prototype. “It will be
excellent to see it tested and
locally produced,” she said. 

Getting funding
Tech entrepreneur Roya
Mahboob, who founded the
team and raises funds to em-
power girls, said she hopes
Ms. Farooqi’s group will !n-
ish building a prototype by
May or June. In all, the team
has 15 members who work
on various projects. The ven-
tilator model, once complet-
ed, would then be sent to the
Health Ministry for testing,
initially on animals, said spo-
kesman Wahid Mayar. 

Ms. Farooqi, who was just
14 when she participated in
the !rst World Robot Olym-
piad in the U.S., in 2017, said
she and her team members
hope to make a contribu-
tion. “Afghans should be
helping Afghanistan in this
pandemic,” she said. 

Afghan girls turn car parts into ventilators
The team hopes to build a prototype by May or June and submit it to the Health Ministry

Quest to save lives: A group of Afghan girls developing two
types of ventilator devices using car spare parts. * AP

Associated Press

Kabul

Former Afghan President
Hamid Karzai has welcomed
the American gesture to
bring in India into the ongo-
ing negotiation for sus-
tained peace in the war-torn
country. The response fol-
lowed hours after U.S. Spe-
cial Representative Zalmay
Khalilzad discussed the
state of the peace talks and
the coronavirus crisis in
South Asia with External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar.

“I have said this since the
process began... I do hope
India will join the peace pro-
cess in support of a sove-
reign and united Afghanis-
tan with a strong
government, in keeping
with the traditional friend-
ship between India and Af-
ghanistan,” Mr. Karzai, who
met with Indian envoy to Af-

ghanistan Vinay Kumar on
Saturday, told The Hindu. 

During his visit to Delhi in
January, Mr. Karzai had also
pitched for India’s support
to the U.S.-Taliban and intra-
Afghan process in meetings
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and National Se-
curity Advisor Ajit Doval. 

Mr. Khalilzad on Saturday
made the move and said, “I
reached out to Indian Exter-
nal A$airs Minister Dr. S.
Jaishankar yesterday to dis-
cuss the latest on the Afghan
peace process...” He said
that both sides discussed
the issue of release of pri-
soners. “We also spent some
time covering the imme-
diate and longer-term im-
pact of the coronavirus.” 

The development is sig-
ni!cant as it came days after
a six-nation talk on the Af-
ghan scenario was held
which had excluded India. 

Karzai welcomes India’s
involvement in talks
Khalilzad made a call to Jaishankar
Suhasini Haidar
Kallol Bhattacherjee

New Delhi




























































































































In troubled times, it is im-
portant to look at the qual-
ity of the portfolio of your
debt funds. The risk of de-
fault is little more now
since business cycles have
been impacted. If you are
not from a !nance back-
ground but availing the
services of a !nancial advi-
sor, you can discuss the
credit quality of the port-
folio of your debt funds
with him/her. If you are
doing it yourself, you can
at least form a perspective.
We will tell you how.

The place to look for the
portfolio is the website of
the particular mutual fund
(MF) or the asset manage-
ment company (AMC). Ev-
ery AMC declares its port-
folios at least once a
month, if not at a higher
frequency. The month-
end fact sheet is available
as a download on the web-
site. In the fact sheet, go to
the particular fund, tech-
nically called the Scheme,
in which you are invested
or looking to invest. The

Scheme fact sheet usually
discloses the entire portfo-
lio, except for one or two
AMCs that disclose the top
holdings only. Against ev-
ery instrument in a debt
portfolio, the credit rating
is mentioned. To start
with, go with the conven-
tional approach of looking
at the credit quality: AAA
is the best, AA is good, A a
little lower, etc. You may
do the calculations your-
self, or the pie chart may
be given in the fact sheet,
of the rating distribution
of the portfolio. Obviously,
the higher the extent of
AAA and lower the extent
of instruments rated lower
than AAA, the better is the
quality of the Scheme.

Now, some !ner points
about the credit rating.
AAA, AA etc. are long-term
ratings i.e. ratings for se-
curities of remaining ma-
turity of more than one
year. The credit rating for
papers with remaining
maturity of less than one
year is A1+ or A1 etc. Ho-
wever, most instruments
of less than one year are

rated A1+ as it is relatively
easier for the issuers to ob-
tain highest rating for
them rather than the long-
term instruments. Against
government securities,
which are the safest, you
will see “sovereign” as the
credit rating. Though,
technically G-Secs are not
rated by a rating agency,
these are the safest. 

Top-rated component
To arrive at the top-rated
component of the portfo-
lio, add the percentage ex-
posure to AAA, A1+ and G-
Secs. Another part of the
portfolio to be added to
the top notch is the cash or
cash-equivalent, which al-
so does not have any cre-
dit risk. Hence, the total
top-rated component of
one fund is to be com-
pared with top-rated part
of another fund, to form a
perspective on the credit
quality.

Credit rating distribu-
tion is an objective gauge.
As an example, if one fund
has 80% of its portfolio in
AAA/G-Secs/cash and

another fund has 60%,
then 80% and 60% are
comparable. There is
another gauge to look at
the credit quality, that is
the category of issuer. 

Within the same rating
classi!cation, there are
shades. We have said G-
Secs and AAA and A1+ are
to be clubbed to form the
top-rated component of
the portfolio. Within this,
G-Secs are better quality
than AAA. If two funds
have 80% top-notch expo-
sure, the one with relative-
ly higher exposure to G-
Secs is better

In the short term i.e. re-
maining maturity of less
than one year, certi!cates
of deposit (CDs) issued by
banks rated A1+ are better
quality than commercial
papers (CPs) issued by
NBFCs rated A1+. The
point here is, even though
apparently credit rating is
the same, CDs are of
better quality than
CPs due to
the
in-

herent safety of a bank ov-
er an NBFC.

To summarise the rat-
ing quality aspect, look at
the percentage exposure
to the top-notch instru-
ments in the fund, and the
category of issuers e.g. go-
vernment over AAA-rated
companies and banks over
the NBFCs.

The portfolio credit
quality or credit rating dis-
tribution is a function of
the fund category as well,
apart from the decision of
the fund manager. There
are 16 debt fund catego-
ries, and in a few of them,
the nature of instruments
in the portfolio is de!ned
by SEBI norms. In corpo-
rate bond funds, a mini-
mum of 80% has to be in-
vested in instruments
rated AA+ or AAA.
In credit risk

funds, a minimum of 65%
has to be invested in pap-
ers rated less than AA+ i.e.
AA and below. 

In the category of funds
called banking and PSUs, a
minimum 80% has to be
invested in instruments is-
sued by banks and PSUs
but the credit rating of the
instruments is up to the
AMC. In short duration
funds, it is entirely at the
discretion of the AMC.
When you are trying to
gauge the portfolio quali-
ty, you can look from this
perspective: in a banking
and PSU fund, 80% expo-
sure is anyways to banks
and PSUs, on top of that, if
it is a AAA-oriented portfo-
lio, the quality is that
much better.

Having looked at the
portfolio credit quality,
the action point is this: for

existing portfolios, if
there is a reasonably

high component of top-
rated instruments and it is
giving you comfort, stay
invested. If it looks doubt-
ful, you may look to exit.
Note, do not exit in a tear-
ing hurry. Before exiting,
consider the exit load of
the fund, if any and the tax
implications.

For fresh investments,
invest only in those portfo-
lios that give you comfort.
Defaults have happened in
the past, even in AAA-rat-
ed instruments of IL&FS
and DHFL, but if you are
buying into a better quali-
ty product, you are that
much better o".

(The author is founder,
wiseinvestor.in )

How to check the portfolio quality of

DEBT FUNDS
Joydeep Sen 

Investors must carefully sieve MFs’ websites to ensure safety of investments

CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU CHENNAI

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2020 13
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

MONEYWISE

Insurance !rms have come
up with a standard health in-
surance plan — Arogya San-
jeevani — that caters to all
quality healthcare needs of
an individual and family. For
!rst-time buyers of health in-
surance, the plan is a boon
since the product is the
same, regardless of the insu-
rance company o"ering it. 

The current health insu-
rance products available in
the market are di"erent and
quite complex, and it is di#-
cult for the common man to
understand various inclu-
sions and exclusions of the
plans. This is a major reason
why many people face
numerous di#culties while
!ling a claim and often, their
claims get rejected. 

The introduction of Aro-
gya Sanjeevani is a revolu-
tionary move as it will give
access to quality and world-
class healthcare services to
everyone at highly a"orda-
ble prices. The whole stan-
dardisation process helps in
making the buying process
much simpler.

What is covered
Arogya Sanjeevani is a stan-
dard health policy that
comes with the same cover-
ages and exclusions across
all insurers. The plan is an
indemnity-based health in-
surance policy that has to be
renewed every year to en-
sure the bene!t of the policy

continues. 
You may buy the policy as

an individual plan to just
cover yourself or invest in a
family $oater plan to cover
self along with spouse, pa-
rents/parents-in-law and de-
pendent kids. The plan is
available for a minimum sum
insured of %1 lakh up to a
maximum of %5 lakh. 

Further, various expenses
covered under the plan in-
clude hospitalisation (mini-
mum 24 hours), pre- and
post-hospitalisation expens-
es such as X-rays, blood tests
and ambulance charges
(subject to a maximum of
%2,000 per hospitalisation). 

You may also avail treat-
ment under day care proce-
dures, AYUSH Coverage, Cat-
aract (subject to a limit of
25% of the sum insured or
%40,000, whichever is low-

er), dental treatments and
plastic surgery (provided it is
necessitated due to disease
or injury). 

Within the Arogya Sanjee-
vani plan, you may also un-
dergo procedures as an in-
patient or as part of the day
treatment up to 50% of the
sum insured. 

These procedures include
robotic surgeries, uterine ar-
tery embolisation, high in-
tensity focused ultrasound,
oral chemotherapy and stem
cell therapy.With respect to
cumulative bonus, your total
sum insured (excluding the
bonus) will rise by 5% for
each claim-free policy year. 

To !le a claim under the
policy, the minimum waiting
period is 30 days while the
disease-speci!c waiting pe-
riod is 24-48 months, de-
pending on the diseases.

A grace period of 30 days
is allowed on payment of
premium if you choose to
make yearly payment and a
grace period of 15-days is
permitted for all other pay-
ment modes. 

Portability is also availa-
ble after completion of 12
months of the policy. The
policy also o"ers cashless fa-
cility, provided hospitalisa-
tion is at a network hospital.

Know the exclusions
The plan does not cover ex-
penses incurred for materni-
ty treatment, weight loss,
unproven treatments, sterili-
ty and infertility, change of
gender, hazardous adven-
ture sports and conditions
caused by breach of law or
due to war and refractive er-
ror. 

The plan does not provide
coverage for out-patient de-
partment (OPD) expenses. It
implements a sub-limit on
room rent limited to 2% of
the sum insured or up to a
maximum of %5,000 per day
whichever is lesser and ICU
expenses are limited to 5% of
sum insured or a maximum
of %10,000 per day. 

There are no deductibles
allowed in the plan. There is
a mandatory co-payment
clause under which the poli-
cyholder has to pay 5% of the
claim.

(The author is health busi-
ness head, Policyba-
zaar.com)

An insurance plan that has the same features no matter whom you buy it from

Amit Chhabra

INSURANCE: AROGYA SANJEEVANI 

Simple health policy for !rst-time buyers 

Readers can send in queries on personal !nance and
investing to moneywise@thehindu.co.in. Our experts
who write on personal !nance will answer these
queries. Moneywise will not give speci!c
recommendations for investment in a particular
mutual fund scheme, share or !xed deposit. 

Are you bored during this lock-
down? If yes, use the time to think
about how you would spend your
time if you retire early! Here, we dis-
cuss why retirement readiness is im-
portant and why you should aim for
early !nancial freedom and not ear-
ly retirement.

Suppose you are 35, started work-
ing at 23, and intend to retire by 50.
Your working life will be 27 years
and you will enjoy 35 years of post-
retirement living, assuming an aver-
age life expectancy of 85.

This means you have to save for
1.3 years of post-retirement living ex-
penses for every year you work! Al-
so, you have to meet your current
consumption needs and save money
to meet your intermediate goals
such as buying a house and funding
your child’s college education. 

Then, there are healthcare costs.
Research has shown that you are
likely to stay healthy when you are
active. If you intend to have a not-so-
active lifestyle after you retire, your
health could deteriorate. And that
could lead to increased healthcare
costs. So, you will have to set aside a
considerable amount during your
working life to provide for post-re-
tirement healthcare needs. This is in
addition to providing for living ex-
penses discussed above!

Meaningful planning 
This does not mean early retirement
is not good. It is just that you should
be aware that there is more to retire-
ment than just accumulating money
in your retirement fund. You have to
be retirement-ready. So, how can
you become retirement-ready?

You should !rst aim for early !-
nancial freedom. Why? Retirement

is when you stop earning active in-
come and depend totally on your
passive income to meet your lifes-
tyle expenses. Financial freedom,
on the other hand, refers to the state
where your passive income is
enough to meet your lifestyle ex-
penses. Active income refers to the
income you earn by working; pas-
sive income is that earned on your
investment portfolio.

Whether you are aiming for early
!nancial freedom or for early retire-
ment, the fact remains that you have
to save a signi!cant amount during
your working life to achieve this
goal. When you achieve early !nan-
cial freedom, you will most likely
continue working. Why? You have
an exit route from employment be-
cause of your comfortable !nances.
So, your stress levels are lower, and
you might just as well enjoy work-
ing. This means you do not have to
spend your passive income yet. Al-
so, you can concentrate on becom-
ing retirement-ready.

You have several alternatives to
retirement after achieving early !-
nancial freedom.

For one, you can look for alterna-
tive avenues for work or, you could
pursue phased retirement — work
three days a week before you decide
to retire. The objective is to !nd a ba-
lance between emotional state and
!nancial health.

Working keeps you productively
engaged and, therefore, happy. You
have to !nd alternative avenues to
maintain a good emotional state be-
fore you decide to retire early. Oth-
erwise, you will signi!cantly harm
your !nancial well-being. 

(The author o"ers training pro-
grammes for individuals to manage
personal investments)

Venkatesh Bangaruswamy 

Can you retire early?
THINK INVESTOR

LOOSE CHANGE

Ravikanth

“Daddy has simpli!ed the groceries’ list.
Half-a-kilo each of whatever is available and
!ve kilos each of whatever is not!” 

Q. I am 27 years old, di!erently-abled, single
and a government employee with a gross
salary of "9 lakh per annum. I don’t have any
tax saving investments or health insurance.
Please advise as to how and where to invest
to maximise my returns and minimise the tax
commitment. Is ELSS a good option? What
are the tax saving avenues for a di!erently
abled person?

SWARAJ S

A.Any person who is starting out on his or her
career needs to put three essential
components in place before making other
investments – an emergency fund, term life
insurance (if you have dependants) and
health insurance. The emergency fund is
meant to help you tide over short periods
when your income may be interrupted due to
illness or accident. To build this, you will
need to save an amount equal to 6-9 months
living expense in a bank deposit. A pure term
life insurance plan, easily bought online, will
ensure that any dependants you have will
receive a lumpsum amount in the event of
your unfortunate death. This is essential only
if you are a breadwinner and have family
members depending on your income. 

The premium that you pay towards such
term life plans is eligible for tax breaks under
the overall limit of !1.5 lakh under Section
80C. Contributing to a health insurance plan
is important to ensure that your "nances do
not take a big blow in case of illness or
surgery requiring substantial payouts. Under
Section 80D of the Income Tax Act, an
individual is eligible to claim a tax deduction
of !25,000 a year towards premiums paid on
a health insurance cover for himself, his
spouse and dependants. You can also claim
an additional !25,000 towards premium paid
for your parents if they are below 60 and
!50,000 if they are above 60 years of age. In
addition, you can claim !5,000 a year
towards a preventive health check-up. 

Do open a Public Provident Fund account
at a nearby post o#ce for a tax-free annual
return. An annual contribution of up to !1.5
lakh can earn you tax breaks under section
80C. The National Pension System (NPS) is
another retirement vehicle which can earn
you tax breaks totalling to !2 lakh a year.
ELSS schemes are a good long term option to
build wealth too. 

This apart, tax laws allow a $at deduction
of !75,000 from the total income of those
with speci"c disabilities and !1.25 lakh for
those with severe disabilities under section
80U, on producing a medical certi"cate,
which you may already be aware of. 

Q. I earn "30,000 per month. My monthly
expenditure is "22,000. Right now, I want to
park my savings of "8,000 into a liquid fund
so that I can liquidate it any time. My focus
right now is to generate money for my short-
term needs, like a vacation. Kindly advise
what would be the best way to invest.

VAISHALI GOYAL

A.Given that you are just making a start on
investing, it would be good to map out your
short term, medium term and long-term
goals and then invest towards them using
appropriate vehicles. Investing towards your
short-term needs alone in the initial stages
of your career, can leave you short of savings
towards medium term (buying a home or
funding higher education) or long term goals
such as retirement. 

Before investing, it is also good for you to
"rst create an emergency fund and buy term
and health insurance to cover you against
uncertainties. If you are keen to save up
money towards a short-term goal such as a
vacation, both bank deposits and debt funds
can "t the bill. Your choice between the two
will depend on when you need the money
and whether you are comfortable with
volatile returns. If you have a short term
need with a speci"c date, a deposit with a
leading bank can be a good bet. If you can’t
specify the date but may need the money any
time within a year, liquid and ultra-short debt
funds will work. 

However, the returns from debt funds can
be quite volatile and you may even
experience negative returns from them for
short periods. Choosing the right short-term
debt and liquid funds to invest in requires
knowledge and homework, as you will need
to look into fund portfolios to assess the
quality of securities they own. This is best
done with the help of a quali"ed advisor. 

ASK US

Aarati Krishnan 






Afghanistan has been ravaged by war since 2001 when a US-led coalition overthrew the Taliban. Since October 
2018, Taliban representatives and US officials have been meeting in Doha, Qatar trying to chalk out a peace 
treaty. The negotiations focus on three elements: 
Withdrawal of  foreign forces from Afghanistan. 
To prevent Afghanistan from being used by international terrorist groups. 
Permanent ceasefire between the Taliban and Afghanistan. 
Many security analysts in Afghanistan and elsewhere had criticised the US-Taliban talks as it had kept the 
Afghanistan government out. Many believe that the talks would legitimise the Taliban.The U.S. President 
Donald Trump had said that countries like India, Iran, Russia and Turkey would have to fight against terrorists 
in Afghanistan at some point of  time, implying that the job against terrorism is being done only by the United 
States.Trump also indicated that the U.S. forces would not completely withdraw from Afghanistan and America 
would have “somebody there” to make sure that the Taliban does not regain control.Trump also said that the 
U.S. is fighting the terrorists in Afghanistan despite being 7,000 miles away, while India and Pakistan are not 
doing so even after being next door. 
India’s Stand 
 
India’s position has always been that it does not have any direct conversation with Taliban. 
However, in 2018, India sent two retired diplomats, at the non-official level to join negotiations with Taliban at 
Moscow.Some experts argue that India should have an open contact with Taliban as Talibans are part of  
Afghanistan's political process.Also, the Taliban has never criticized India. If  they come into power, they would 
like India to continue with the development part. It also supports India’s strategic partnership with 
Afghanistan.India, being a good friend, is helping the Afghan state in the rehabilitation process. This has taken 
away the large number of  youth in Afghnistan from the path of  terrorism. 
India has an investment of  over 3 billion dollars in Afghanistan. 
India wants an Afghan led, controlled, owned process in which all stakeholders have a role to play. 
It stresses on the legitimate democratically elected government in Afghanistan. 
India is seen as a stabilizing force by Afghanistan which can keep a check on Pakistan. 
 
Should India place its boots in Afghanistan? 
 
If  India does not send boots on the ground, then those terrorists can affect its national security through the 
Kashmir Valley. Hence, it makes more sense that instead of  fighting them in their own territory, India should 
fight them in Afghanistan. 
However, putting boots on the ground is not sustainable. It leads to an ever increasing troop commitment. 
The limitations of  resource options and negative image projection that such a step may carry are other issues 
in increasing the military presence in Afghanistan. Also, similar intervention by the US has not brought the 
desired results. 
What India can do? 
 
If  India wants to help Afghans militarily, it can provide them with weapons and artilleries. 
India also has an option of  supporting a brigade worth of  commandos in Afghanistan by training Afghan 
military.After the Wuhan process, the Prime Minister of  India and the Chinese President Xi Jinping agreed on 
China-India plus one model in Afghanistan. Both started training the Afghan diplomats. On the same lines, 
both the countries can come together for security cooperation in Afghanistan. If  invited, India should not feel 
reluctant in participating in the peace discussions. 
 
Other Countries’ Stand 
 
United States: There is two-track Presidency within the US. 
 
The Pentagon (headquarters of  the Department of  Defense) wants a permanent projection in the region for 
strategic reasons. 
On the other hand, Trump and other populists are keen to face the domestic American electorate and maintain 
that the US has finally pulled out of  all the costly and unwanted wars. 
Russia: Russia has started talking with the Taliban for its own reasons. 
 
Moscow recognizes the Taliban's territorial gains and prefers the group to ISIS. 
In fact, an influential section of  Russian policy makers have come to view the Taliban as a useful partner in its 
fight against the ISIS. 
Pakistan: Pakistan has remained part of  the US direct peace negotiations with Taliban insurgents. 
 
Pakistan realises that once the Taliban enters a power sharing agreement with the Afghan government as part 
of  the US Peace Process, then it will not be as pliable as it was before. 
Pakistan have been providing support to the destabilising elements in Afghanistan, despite the US aid 
withdrawal. 
In such situations, China is one country that can influence and pressurise Pakistan 
China has creditor rights over Pakistan due to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
More movements such as the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM) can reform Pakistan from within. 
However, some experts argue that Pakistan should not be allowed to interfere in matters related to 
Afghanistan.
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SPORT/LIFE

The prolonged absence of hu-
mans and associated tra!c in
the wake of the nationwide
lockdown has provided Od-
isha’s photographers a never
before opportunity to cap-
ture nature at its pristine
best.

In normal times, hundreds
of boats ferry devotees to the
temple on the scenic Kalijai
Island in Chilika Lake every
day. But, when photographs
shot by drones made their
way onto social media plat-
forms, the island looked like
a massive ship "oating on
transparent turquoise water.

Stunning photographs of
the con"uence of the Rushi-
kulya River and Chilika at
Rambha taken during lock-
down have left people in awe.
Many got to discover that oft-
visited places were actually
so beautiful.

The Twitter handle of Vi-
jay Amruta Kulange, the Gan-
jam district collector, is #lled

with photographs showing
how Ganjam’s places of tou-
rist interest look when hu-
mans are not around.

In fact, according to Keer-
thi Vasan, a young IAS o!cer
posted in Ganjam, the district
authorities have been docu-
menting all tourist places
during lockdown period. 

Professional photogra-
phers, videographers and

amateur photography enthu-
siasts have been savouring ev-
ery moment of the lockdown,
capturing nature. Some even
managed to sneak out from
the cities while strict restric-
tions were in place and have
captured images for
posterity.

It is not only nature which
soothes the eyes. Photo-
graphs of empty arterial

roads, city skylines and land-
marks have made people
realise how beautiful these
structures appear without
anthropogenic pressure.

“Documenting tourist
places with or without peo-
ple is a continuous process
for us,” State Tourism Direc-
tor Sachin R. Jadhav said,
when asked if Odisha Tou-
rism was making the best use
of the lockdown. 

Amiya Pani, a producer at
the city-based documentary
agency ‘Light House’, said,
“the lockdown has brought
an unprecedented tranquili-
ty in nature. This time may
not come in future. We are
tempted to capture everyth-
ing — nature, people’s strug-
gles and cities — through our
lens during this lockdown,
but we are constrained by
restrictions.”

People with smartphones,
however, have been endless-
ly clicking photographs and
posting them on social me-
dia. 

Shutterbugs make the most of lockdown
Satyasundar Barik

BHUBANESWAR

Scenic: Tourist boats anchored at the Chilika Lagoon’s
Balugaon jetty. * BISWARANJAN ROUT

Patrick McEnroe
recovers from COVID-19
NEW YORK

Former US Davis Cup captain
Patrick McEnroe announced
on Sunday he had tested
negative for coronavirus.
McEnroe, who was
quarantined at his home, said
“Great news for me and my
wife, Melissa, we both tested
negative for COVID-19,” IANS

IN BRIEF

Whatmore appointed
Baroda Ranji coach
VADODARA

Sri Lanka’s World Cup-
winning Australian coach Dav
Whatmore was on Sunday
appointed Baroda’s Ranji
team coach as well as
Director of Cricket for a
period of two years, State
body’s secretary Ajit Lele
confirmed. Whatmore, who
was in charge of Kerala last
season, was also in charge of
India U-19 team that won the
junior World Cup under Virat
Kohli’s captaincy in 2008. PTI

Vanessa Bryant pays
touching tribute to Kobe
on wedding anniversary
LOS ANGELES

Vanessa Bryant celebrated
the 19th anniversary of her
wedding to her late husband
Kobe Bryant on Saturday with
a touching Instagram post.
“My king, my heart, my best
friend. Happy 19th wedding
anniversary. I miss you so
much. I wish you were here to
hold me in your arms. I love
you,” she wrote, posting a
picture of the couple. AFP

Veteran sports journalist
Goswami passes away
KOLKATA

Veteran journalist Samir
Goswami, a much-liked figure
in the Kolkata sports
journalism fraternity, passed
away on Saturday after
cardiac arrest. He was 65 and
is survived by wife. Loved for
his amiable nature, Goswami
worked for more than two
decades in popular Bengali
newspaper Bartaman. PTI

German legend Boris
Becker has urged tennis

authorities to seriously con-
sider playing tournaments,
even if behind closed doors,
in order to save the careers
of lower-ranked players.

In an Instagram live ses-
sion with Indian great Vijay
Amritraj on Saturday, the
six-time Grand Slam winner
said it was time for the multi-
ple governing bodies — ATP,
WTA and ITF — to unite and
come up with a relief plan.

Time for unity
“Most tennis players outside
the top-50, male or female,
need the weekly pay
cheque,” Becker said. 

“For 30 years, the ATP,
the WTA and the ITF have
never agreed with each oth-
er and only worried about
their own tournaments But
now everybody is in the
same boat and struggling. It
is an opportunity of a life-
time to bring everybody
together.

“Tennis is one of the few

sports that can be held with-
out spectators. It is not ideal,
but most tennis players need
to make a living. If everyth-
ing is cancelled for the next
few months, half the players
will have to look for other

jobs,” he said.
While Amritraj shared

Becker’s worries, he wasn’t
sure if closed-door matches
would solve the problem.

“While in the US and Eu-
rope there are several events

where a majority of the re-
venue comes from televi-
sion, in Asia and the Middle
East that’s not the case. Te-
levision is not as big a mo-
ney-spinner in tennis,” he
stated. 

“Sponsorships are more
important. So it is quite
hard to put on a tournament
without spectators.”

Becker, however, felt that
a few exceptions had to be
made.

“If there is a match on
right now, the whole world
will watch and television re-
venue will come in,” the
German said.

Income threatened
“If I were in charge, I would
de#nitely try and have the
US Open. I know the situa-
tion is not right in New York
and I hope things get better. 

“But if the US Open
doesn't happen, the rest of
the tennis season may well
be cancelled. What are you
going to do with those hun-
dreds who need a living?”
he asked.

Becker pleads for resumption
Vijay Amritraj not sure if closed-door matches would solve the problem
N. Sudarshan

Divergent views: While Boris Becker believes TV revenue will
tide things along, Vijay Amritraj stresses on the need to raise
sponsorship. * INSTAGRAM/BORISBECKEROFFICIAL 

Former India captain Bhai-
chung Bhutia has joined
football greats Pele, Diego
Maradona and Zinedine Zi-
dane in applauding health-
care workers and humani-
ty’s other “heroes” for
putting their own lives at
risk to help others during
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Bhutia is among 50 past
and present stars who fea-
tured in #WeWillWin cam-
paign of FIFA, a special vi-
deo to pay tribute to the
e$orts made by healthcare
workers and other profes-
sionals who are giving their
all to ensure the society
continues to function in
the face of the novel coro-
navirus. Other greats who
feature include Ronaldo
(Brazil) and Iker Casillas.

Bhutia in
FIFA’s tribute
video
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The Novak Djokovic-driven
initiative to come up with a
Player Relief Fund to help
lower-ranked tennis players
who are staring at months of
zero income has come as a
relief for a bunch of Indians.

Djokovic, who is also the
ATP Player Council presi-
dent, wrote to fellow players
recently to arrange for a mo-
ney pot that could potential-
ly generate in excess of $4
million through contribu-
tions from high earning
stars.

The fund is proposed to
help those singles players
ranked in the 250-700 brack-
et. 

The ATP has set aside $1
million for this fund and is
planning to help those
ranked from 150 to 400. 

The overall goal is to pro-
vide $10,000 to each player.
India currently has six men’s
players ranked between 150
and 700.

“It is a great thing for
players like me,” said Manish
Sureshkumar, ranked 642.

“$10,000 is a signi#cant
amount.”

World No. 281 Sasi Kumar
Mukund, while welcoming
the move, stated that the cri-
teria should be more "exi-
ble. “It is a good start.

“Even if we can reduce
$1000 or $2000, and keep it
at $7000-8000 and increase
the number of bene#ciaries,
it will be better. But it is a
good policy and it can al-
ways be improved upon.”

The proposal may not be-
ne#t Niki Poonacha, ranked
823 in the world, but he
hoped that the governments

and national tennis federa-
tions will take a cue. 

While the women’s tour is
yet to come up with a com-
prehensive plan, Ankita Rai-
na, ranked 163, felt that the
ATP’s move was an impor-
tant message in ensuring
that players still believed
they could make a living out
of playing tennis.

“The WTA is also doing its
bit. They have refunded
three years’ registration fee
and I received $1950. 

“All of this is helping us
cope at a mental level too.”

Indians welcome Relief Fund
Djokovic-driven initiative aims to aid lower-ranked players 

Sports Reporter

BENGALURU

Manish Sureshkumar.
* FILE PHOTO 

Ankita Raina.
* FILE PHOTO

Ajay Ratra completes
Cricket Australia course
NEW DELHI

Former India wicketkeeper
Ajay Ratra has utilised the
lockdown to complete an
introductory-level online
coaching course offered by
Cricket Australia. Ratra, who
has worked with the Indian
women’s team and coached
Assam in the latest domestic
season, cleared seven
modules to obtain the
certification. The 38-year-old
is already a BCCI-certified
Level 2 coach and his next
goal is to clear Level 3. PTI

Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s pol-
icy of roping in international
captains who can contribute
to team strategy was one of
the biggest reasons for Chen-
nai Super Kings’s big success
in the IPL, feels former South
Africa captain Faf du Plessis.

“A great thing that CSK has
done over the years, and
that’s credit to MS and (Ste-
phen) Fleming the coach, is
they have targeted captains
— (Brendon) McCullum, my-
self, (Dwayne) Bravo, ob-
viously MS, (Suresh) Raina’s
captained a bit — because
they want thinking cricke-
ters,” the 35-year-old told
CSK’s website.

“So, there’s a lot of leaders

within group, that expe-
rience of thinking cricketers
is what they want and ob-
viously it has proven to be

very successful,” he added.
“CSK is a great franchise to
be a part of. MS has got such
strong leadership. 

Press Trust of India

CHENNAI

Receptive leaders: Faf du Plessis says that CSK skipper Dhoni
and coach Stephen Fleming value the inputs from
international captains in the team. * FILE PHOTO: R. RAGU

Faf reveals a secret of CSK’s success

With the coronavirus pan-
demic bringing sports to a
standstill, the spillover ef-
fects are felt far and wide.
The summer vacation time is
when most children take
their initial steps to pursue a
sport of passion, joining dif-
ferent camps across the city.
But with their peak business
season shut down, these
camps are facing a tough
time.

Worried
From kids missing out on
crucial time to spruce up
their game and the potential
drop o$ in the future, camp
organisers are worried.

Lakshmi Kumar of Wahe
Guru Cricket Academy, who
has three grounds in the city
at Porur, Velachery and Van-
dalur, says there are multiple
issues to be #gured out.

“On the monetary side,
we will lose about %3-4 lakh
in these two months and if
things extend up to July, it
could be even more. 

“We run three teams in
the TNCA lower division
league and our selection
process is also a$ected be-
cause we can’t evaluate the
players.”

Future Stars Cricket Aca-
demy’s V. Suresh, who has
been running his camp for
the last two decades, feels
the bigger issue, more than
the monetary aspect, is
about the children who are
in the cusp of selection for
the TNCA in various age-
groups. 

“This is when we can
work on a kid’s game. It is es-
pecially di!cult for some of
the under-16 boys because if
they miss this window, they
might have to wait for a few
more years.”

Financially, these two
months play a huge role in
getting children hooked to
the game and hope they will
continue to attend the an-
nual camp during weekends
once schools reopen. 

Additional expense
Kedar Cricket Academy’s
chief coach S. Kedarnath al-
so points out there is addi-
tional expense that has to be
incurred by the academies
towards infrastructure. 

“The wickets have not
been watered for a while
now and we don’t know the
condition of mats and nets as
well. We will have to spend
money once again to spruce
things up before we start.”

Their peak is now a valley
Cricket academies face hardships 
with no summer camps

Wait continues: Camps, like the one conducted by Kedar CA,
have not started because of COVID-19. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

S. Dipak Ragav 

Chennai

The threat of online corrupt
approaches does not cause
much anxiety to BCCI’s
head of Anti Corruption Un-
it (ACU) Ajit Singh, who says
Indian players are well
aware of the modus operan-
di of #xers and are quick to
report anything suspect.

The ICC ACU head Alex
Marshall, in an interview to
The Guardian, had said
players using various social
media platforms during the
lockdown could lead to cor-
rupt approaches being
made and that people need-

ed to tread carefully. 
Ajit Singh said the BCCI

ACU was in control of the sit-
uation. “We have made our
players aware of the way pe-
ople approach you and their
modus operandi.” 

“(They will) try and be-
have like a fan and then try
to meet you through some-
one who may be your ac-
quaintance,” he said. “Most
of them (India players),
whenever it happens, they
report to us,” he said.

“We track whatever can
be tracked online. Obvious-
ly, the physical veri#cation
part is out of question now.”

Indian players above
temptation: Ajit Singh
ICC warns of online approaches 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Peace Deal and the Possible Consequences 
 
It is quite possible that the Peace Deal might take place soon. 
The reason being that Afghanistan depends on the USA and Europe for the finances to maintain its troops vis-a-
vis Taliban. The USA, thus, would pressurize the country. 
Taliban has an ultimate goal of  imposing Sharia in their respective regions. This is in conflict with what the 
people in Afghan want. Afghanistan has got its own Constitution and people want to be governed as per the 
Constitution. This will make any peace deal that they would have, unsustainable. 
Taliban will hardly share power with the Afghan Government. Thus it is quite possible that even after the peace 
deal, the country will be back to civil war again. 
Then, the world will face twin challenges in Afghanistan: ISIS and Taliban. 
ISIS is attacking directly people on secretarial grounds unlike the Taliban which made it sound more like a 
broader ethnic or a nationalist movement. 
ISIS is more divisive and hitting soft targets like ordinary civilians much more than Taliban. 
Also, there is apparently a link between so called Pakistani Taliban on the Pakistani side of  the border and the 
ISIS factions. 
Afghanistan will become hub of  all terrorists activities which is not good for any country. This will also lead to 
more problems in the Central Asia i.e. possibility of  more attacks by Talibans in Central Asian countries such 
as Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, etc. 
Way Forward 
 
Talking only with Taliban is a short-sighted policy. Dialogue needs to take place among all the stakeholders in 
Afghanistan. 
To resolve conflict within Afghanistan, the battlefield needs to be isolated i.e. external support to the terrorist 
activities needs to be abandoned. Also, the countries need to keep their respective interests aside, to build 
peace in the region. 
The US needs to made its policy vis-a-vis Afghanistan clear. 
India and Central Asian Republics can help in establishing peace in the region. 
More militancy is witnessed in the region where the state fails to deliver. Thus, administrative reforms within 
Afghanistan is need of  the hour.



GrapesSoil & Climate
Climate
Grapes generally require a hot and dry climate during its growth and fruiting periods.  It is successfully 

0 0

grown in areas where the temperature range is from 15-40 C. High temperatures above 40 C during 

the fruit growth and development reduce fruit set and consequently the berry size. Low temperatures 

0

below 15 C followed by forward pruning impair the budbreak leading to crop failure.

The fruitfulness of buds is influenced by light. Light intensity of 2,400-ft. candle is essential for optimum 

growth. However, low light intensities during the active growth stage (45-75 days after pruning) and 

fruit bud formation adversely affects the crop.

It is most successfully grown at elevations ranging from 200-250m above m.s.l.

Area with annual rainfall not exceeding 900mm well distributed throughout the year is ideal. However, 

rainfall during flowering and fruit ripening is not favourable as it leads to the spread of downy mildew 

disease.

High atmospheric humidity is detrimental during vegetative growth and fruiting. At a high humidity the 

vegetative growth of vines is vigorous which affects the fruit size and quality. Similarly high humidity 

during 30-110 days after forward pruning favours the development of fungal diseases.

Soil 
Grapes can be cultivated in variety of soils including sandy loams, sandy clay loams, red sandy soils, 

shallow to medium black soils and red loams. The soil should be well drained, having good water 

holding capacity and devoid of any hard pan or impervious layer in the top 90-cm, with water table at 

least 6.5m below. Grapes can also be grown successfully over a wide range of soil pH (4.0-9.5) 

however, soils having pH range of 6.5-8.0 are considered ideal.Major Grape Growing Regions 
Uttar Pradesh & Haryana

Andhra Pradesh

North interior Karnataka & Maharashtra

South interior Karnataka & Tamil Nadu

Soil Types
Sandy loams sandy clay loams.

Red sandy soils. 

Shallow-medium deep black.

Red loams.


