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Come forward if you
attended Delhi event: CM
CHENNAI

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami requested those
who had participated in a
religious conference in Delhi
to come forward so that they
can be tested for COVID-19.
He also said that if any of
those who had participated in
an event conducted by Isha
Foundation were found
displaying symptoms, they
would also be subjected to
testing. 
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NEARBY

State takes steps to curb
vegetable shortage
CHENNAI

Anticipating a shortage of
vegetables in the next couple
of months as a fallout of the
COVID-19 crisis, the State
Agriculture Department has
initiated preventive
measures. The department,
through its main arm – the
horticulture wing – is
motivating farmers to
produce more vegetables.
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India welcomes foreign con-
tributions to the PM-CARES
fund to !ght the threat
posed by the novel coronavi-
rus, a source said here on
Wednesday. 

The o"cial highlighted
the shortage of ventilators
and personal protective
equipment for medical pro-
fessionals, which needs to
be addressed urgently.

“The pandemic is unpre-
cedented. In view of this, In-
dia has taken a decision to
accept foreign contributions
to the PM-CARES fund,” said
a source. 

The PM-CARES fund, a
public charitable trust, was
set up in response to the
emerging requirement for

resources. “Contributions
can be made by individuals
and organisations, both in
India and abroad,” said the
source familiar with India’s
plans to deal with the crisis. 

The o"cial described the
shortage of ventilators and
personal protective equip-
ment as “acute”, which

prompted Indian diplomatic
teams to look for reliable
supplies from di#erent parts
of the world. “We are work-
ing with our ambassadors to
deal with the huge shortage
of ventilators and other
equipment,” the o"cial said.
The issue also featured dur-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s video discussion with
130 Indian envoys on March
30.

The o"cial said the bulk
of the equipment and relief
materials were $owing in
through independent organ-
isations as special contribu-
tions, while the government
was purchasing the items
that were in short supply in
the health sector. 

India welcomes foreign
contributions to PM-CARES 
Individuals and organisations can pitch in, says o!cial 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Narendra Modi

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

All occupants of the Tablighi
Jamaat headquarters, at the
centre of an extensive net of
the novel coronavirus trans-
mission, were evacuated by
early Wednesday, even as
the authorities scrambled to
identify and quarantine visi-
tors who had returned home
to various parts of the coun-
try. 

At least 29 more occu-
pants tested positive on Wed-
nesday, taking the total in
Delhi alone to 53.

Of around 310 delegates
from Kerala, only 60 have re-
turned to the State, and are
under quarantine. 

The missionary sect’s fol-
lowers travel extensively,
and e#orts are on to trace
the rest. At least 500 partici-
pants from Haryana are in
quarantine.

Cabinet Secretary Rajiv
Gauba held a videoconfe-
rence with the Chief Secre-
taries of all the States.

“Most of them are testing
positive. We have so far got
only about 15 negative cases.
If you put 2,000 people in a
closed building, everyone is
bound to have it,” a Delhi go-
vernment o"cial told The
Hindu. The o"cial said they
were coordinating with oth-
er States and evacuating peo-

ple from di#erent mosques
in the city. “People who have
visited the centre are present
in other masjids. We have vi-
sited at least 15 such mos-
ques in the city,” said the o"-
cial. 

2,346 evacuated 
The Delhi police Special
Branch and the Delhi govern-
ment shifted 275 foreign na-
tionals to quarantine from
various mosques and places
in and around the national
capital. They were associat-
ed with Tablighi Jamaat. 

A total of 2,346 people
were evacuated from the
Markaz (centre), which
serves as the international

headquarters of the sect, at
Nizamuddin, and 536 of
them were sent to hospitals
and 1,810 were sent to qua-
rantine facilities, the Delhi
government said in a state-
ment in the evening. 

The evacuation was com-
pleted around 4 a.m. on
Wednesday, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said.
“The operation lasted for
three-and-a-half days, and
extensively in the last 36
hours.” He said the Delhi go-
vernment prepared a list of
the people evacuated, along
with their phone numbers,
and the police were looking
into it. “The cyber cell will
investigate the numbers and

look into who all they met
and where are the rest of
them. And where are the pe-
ople who met them,” he said. 

The asymptomatic peo-
ple, who have been moved to
the quarantine facilities, are
not being tested immediate-
ly, but will closely be moni-
tored, o"cials said. Mr. Siso-
dia requested all visitors to
the centre in March to report
to the authorities. “If you do
not come forward or if you
are ill and are hiding it, ac-
tion will be taken against
you,” he said.

Tablighi Jamaat headquarters cleared 
29 more occupants test positive, taking the total in Delhi alone to 53; contact tracing under way 

Nikhil M. Babu 
Saurabh Trivedi

NEW DELHI

Reaching out, for safety: Media personnel maintaining physical distance as they interview
health workers sanitising an area near the Nizamuddin mosque in Delhi * PTI
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Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday announced
that the mobile phones of
all those who have been
asked to home quarantine
themselves will be tracked
by the Delhi police to keep
a check on their
movement. Several other
countries have used this
technology to contain the
spread of COVID-19 and it
was one way to ensure that
people abide by
quarantine norms, Mr.
Kejriwal said. " page 9

Phones to 
be tracked

Tamil Nadu’s tally of con-
!rmed coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) cases crossed
the 200-mark on Wednes-
day. With 110 more persons
who attended the Tablighi
Jamaat conference at Niza-
muddin in Delhi testing pos-
itive for COVID-19 in 15 dis-
tricts, the total number of
cases in the State increased
to 234.

Health Secretary Beela
Rajesh said of the 110, one
person was from Myanmar
and another from Indone-
sia. “Till yesterday, 80 peo-
ple who attended the Delhi
conference tested positive
for COVID-19. With today’s
count, a total of 190 who at-
tended the conference have
tested positive in the State,”
she told reporters. However,
it was not clear if the count

of 80 included the contacts
of these travellers. 

The 110 persons were in
the following districts — 28
in Coimbatore, 20 in Theni,
17 in Dindigul, nine in Madu-
rai, seven each in Tirupattur
and Chengalpattu, six in Ti-
runelveli, !ve in Sivaganga,
two each in Kancheepuram,
Tiruvarur, Erode and
Thoothukudi and one each
in Karur, Tiruvannamalai
and Chennai. Till Tuesday,
the Health department had
tracked 515 persons, who
had returned to various
parts of the State after at-
tending the conference. 

Ms. Rajesh added that Ta-
mil Nadu had not pro-
gressed to Stage-3 transmis-
sion as all these cases
belonged to one particular
group.

No Stage-3 transmission, says govt. 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Intensive checks: Coimbatore Corporation workers checking
houses in Ukkadam on Wednesday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

110 new cases from
Delhi event in T.N. 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

The Union government has
issued a noti!cation de!ning
“domiciles” in the new Un-
ion Territory (UT) of Jammu
and Kashmir for protecting
jobs in the Group D category
and entry-level non-gazetted
posts for the domiciles.

On August 6 last, the
Centre withdrew J&K’s spe-
cial status under Article 370
and Article 35A of the Consti-
tution and bifurcated it into
the UTs of J&K and Ladakh.

Changes in PSA 
Tuesday’s noti!cation of the
Ministry of Home A#airs
(MHA) makes changes to the
Public Safety Act (PSA) by re-
moving a clause that prohi-
bited J&K residents booked
under the Act to be lodged in
jails outside.

The noti!cation scraps all
pension bene!ts such as car,
driver, accommodation,
phones, electricity, medical
facilities and rent-free ac-
commodation to former J&K
Chief Ministers.

The order says the domi-
ciles will be eligible “for the
purposes of appointment to
any post carrying a pay scale
of not more than Level 4”.
The Level 4 post comprises

positions such as gardeners,
barbers, o"ce peons and
waterman, and the highest
rank in the category is that of
a junior assistant.

A senior government o"-
cial said the reservation for
domiciles would not apply to
Group A and Group B posts,
and like other UTs, recruit-
ment would be done by the
Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC). 

“This is according to the
norms in other UTs and
States. Recruitment by the
UPSC expands the search for
talent across the country,”
the o"cial said.

Vacancies in posts
According to the MHA’s reply
to a parliamentary panel on
February 18, there are more
than 84,000 vacancies in
J&K, of which 22,078 pertain
to Class IV employees,
54,375 to non-gazetted and
7,552 at the gazetted level.

The order de!nes a domi-
cile as one “who has resided
for a period of 15 years in the
UT of J&K or has studied for a
period of seven years and
appeared in Class 10th /12th
examination in an educa-
tional institution located in
the UT of J&K or who is regis-
tered as a migrant by the Re-
lief and Rehabilitation Com-
missioner (Migrants).’’

Centre de#nes J&K domicile rules 
Move aimed at
protecting jobs in
Group D category

Vijaita Singh 
Nistula Hebbar

New Delhi
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India reported three deaths
and 376 new cases on Wed-
nesday — the highest-ever
single-day increase in its CO-
VID-19 tally. 

This brought the total
con!rmed cases to 1,637 and
took the death toll to 38. One
hundred and thirty two per-
sons have been cured/dis-
charged from hospitals after
recovery, the Union Health
Ministry said at its daily
press brie!ng, which was
the shortest in a month as
questions were restricted to
a couple of media outlets.

Reports from the State
Health Departments put the
number of positive cases at
1,897, with 1,702 active ones.
The number of deaths stood
at 55.

An o"cial of the Indian
Council of Medical Research

(ICMR) said 47,951 tests had
been conducted so far, in-
cluding 861 by private labo-
ratories, and 126 ICMR labo-
ratories were involved in
testing.

Days after the lockdown
began on March 24, several
migrant workers were out on
the streets of Delhi and other
cities, trying to return home
to Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Mad-
hya Pradesh and West Ben-

gal. The Home Ministry or-
dered the States to prevent
their travel and provide
them with food and shelter.
“The situation is under con-
trol,” a Home Ministry o"-
cial said. “21,486 relief
camps have been set up and
6,75,133 persons are being
sheltered.” 

The Health Ministry is-
sued an advisory for proper
quarantine and “psycho-so-

cial measures” for migrants
on Tuesday. Under this,
trained counsellors and/or
community group leaders of
all religions would visit them
in relief camps and provide
support. 

The measure followed a
directive from the Supreme
Court to deal with the mi-
grants in a “humane
manner”.

The Railways are modify-
ing coaches to accommodate
80,000 isolation beds.

Twenty-four categories of
medical devices would be
regulated as “drugs”, ac-
cording to a decision by the
National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority. This
would prevent suppliers
from hiking rates to more
than 10% of their prices.

The Ministry of Ayurveda,
Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha and Homoeopathy
also recommended mea-
sures for self-care in preven-
tive healthcare to boost im-
munity, especially for
respiratory health.

India sees a sharp spike in infections
376 new cases
registered in 
past 24 hours

Hunger pangs: Workers waiting for meals being distributed at
the Koyambedu Market in chennai. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

KASHMIR PARTIES OPPOSE NEW

DOMICILE RULES " PAGE 8

The impact of the
lockdown on arresting the
spread of COVID-19 can be
gauged only after two
weeks, government and
independent experts
suggest. “The incubation
period of the virus is 14
days. Therefore, the cases
we are seeing are older
cases (from before March
24). So only once these old
cases are discounted can
we judge the impact of the
lockdown,” Raman Ganga-
khedkar, Chief Scientist,
ICMR, said. " Page 9

‘Too early to
detect impact’
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The Coimbatore police have
arrested !ve truck drivers for
attempting to illegally take
250 migrant workers in con-
tainer trucks to their native
places in Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan, violating the
nationwide COVID-19 lock-
down. 

Three trucks bearing Ha-
ryana registration numbers
and two with Delhi registra-
tion have been seized.

The workers were em-
ployed in Pollachi, Sulur, Pal-
ladam and Dharapuram and
were out of work following
the lockdown imposed a
week ago. They were mostly
working in the construction
sector on daily wages. They
had, through an agent,
agreed to pay a speci!ed
amount for the transporta-
tion, a trade union source
said. 

All the workers have since
been shifted to employee
camps.

The police said that the
trucks were stopped by a
team from Singanallur sta-
tion at A.G. Pudur around 2

a.m. on Tuesday during a
routine vehicle check. Upon
checking inside, Inspector
M. Muneeswaran and Sub-
Inspector Arjun Kumar
found about the workers.

While three trucks with

197 persons were bound for
Rajasthan, two others bound
for Madhya Pradesh had 53
persons on board.

Following this, the drivers
H. Rajendra Singh (40), J.
Balaram (38) and B. Anilku-
mar (28) from Delhi, and R.
Indrapal Singh (28) and R.
Mukesh Patil (32) from Uttar
Pradesh were arrested but
let out on bail. Cases were
booked under Sections 143,
269 and 270 of the IPC, along
with Section 177 of the Motor
Vehicles Act.

Hunt on for agent
Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Coimbatore East, M.
Somasundaram, said that
the district administration
was providing food and es-
sentials to the workers.

Sub-Inspector Kumar said
that the trucks were return-
ing empty from Kochi and
the group of workers got in

touch with the drivers
through their contacts.

Coimbatore Collector K.
Rajamani said that the reve-
nue and police o"cials were
hunting for the agent who ar-
ranged for the transport of
the migrant workers.

AITUC (Tamil Nadu) Con-
struction Workers’ Union de-
puty general secretary N. Sel-
varaj said that following the
lockdown, wages had not
been paid to the workers.
The sub-contractors are not
willing to take responsibility
for providing them food.

N. Murugesan, secretary,
Coimbatore Lorry Owners
Association, said that $eet
operators here always ob-
tained due permission be-
fore using vehicles for
transportation.

(With inputs from Wilson
Thomas, M. Soundariya
Preetha and R. Akileish in
Coimbatore)

Police intercept container trucks packed with migrants
Five drivers arrested for attempting to ferry 250 workers out of State to Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan

Risky ride: The seized lorries in Coimbatore on Tuesday.
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J & K domicile rules gives effect to u its and 
integration of  nation as enshrined in preamble. It is 
in alignment with A.14, 15 and 16 of  Indian 
Constitution. 

What is CSR? Google it. Write its 
main provision and find out 
whether contributions made to PM 
CARE will be considered as CSR 
expenditure. CSR : CORPORATE 
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY  
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TAMIL NADU

After the State government
made an appeal to those
persons who had attended
the Tablighi Jamaat confe-
rence in Nizamuddin, Del-
hi, but remained untracea-
ble, to voluntarily report
to the authorities on Tues-
day evening, 588 people
approached district o!-
cials overnight. This took
the total number of per-
sons who had come for-
ward to 1,103.

“We used multiple
methodologies. Religious
leaders were contacted.
We involved revenue o!-
cials and utilised police in-
telligence. As soon as the
appeal was made, phones
started buzzing, and peo-
ple started coming in vo-
luntarily overnight. Teams
from the respective Collec-
torates brought them to
the isolation facilities. Con-
tainment plans were im-
mediately chalked out,”
Health Secretary Beela Ra-
jesh told reporters. 

“The containment plan
was centred around all
1,103 persons in question,
and involved District Col-
lectors demarcating a 5-
km radius as a contain-
ment zone and another 2-
km radius as a bu"er zone

to take up door-to-door
checks to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. This
would be the focus for two
days,” she added.

In Tirupattur district, 22
persons who had attended
the conference were
traced and placed under
hospital quarantine. Col-
lector M.P. Sivanarul said
#ve of them were from Ti-
rupattur, seven from Vani-
yambadi and 10 from
Ambur.

The Karaikal adminis-
tration sealed the house of

one of the six persons
from the district who had
attended the meeting, af-
ter the man, in his mid-#f-
ties, developed symptoms
of COVID-19. In Tiruchi,
nearly 90 persons had
been admitted to the CO-
VID-19 isolation ward at
Mahatma Gandhi Memo-
rial Government Hospital
since Monday night. Near-
ly 30 identi#ed persons
were brought to the hospi-
tal on Monday night, while
another 50 were brought
in during the early hours
of Tuesday, R. Yeganathan,
Medical Superintendent,

MGMGH, said.
In Coimbatore, the dis-

trict administration, the ci-
ty police and the Corpora-
tion o!cials were on the
lookout for 11 persons who
had returned to the city.
Sources said the adminis-
tration had identi#ed 82
persons. It had located and
quarantined over 70 of
them from Mettupalayam,
Anamalai, Annur and a
few in the city at various
hospitals. Ukkadam, Saiba-
ba Colony (K.K. Pudur)
and Podanur were de-
clared containment zones.

Twenty-#ve persons
from Cuddalore district
were admitted to the isola-
tion wards at Cuddalore
Government General Hos-
pital, Rajah Muthiah Medi-
cal College and Hospital in
Chidambaram and Gener-
al Hospital in Vriddhacha-
lam. Quarantine zones
were set up in parts of Ud-
hagamandalam, Coonoor
and Kotagiri as the test re-
sults of eight persons from
the Nilgiris who attended
the Tablighi Jamaat event
in Delhi were awaited. 

One person, who had re-
turned from Nizamuddin
on March 23, was quaran-
tined along with his family
members in Krishnagiri.

From 13 districts at the
beginning of this week,
COVID-19 has spread to
many more districts in the
State. Tirunelveli and
Coimbatore topped the list
with 29 positive cases
each, followed by Chennai
and Erode with 26 cases
each.

As on date, 77,330 per-
sons continue to be under
home quarantine, while
4,070 persons have com-
pleted the 28-day quaran-
tine period. A total of 2,726
samples have been lifted
till date. A total of 995 per-
sons have been admitted
to isolation wards, accord-
ing to the bulletin issued
by the Directorate of Pu-
blic Health and Preventive
Medicine. 

More cases in Puducherry
The number of COVID-19
cases in the Union Territo-
ry has gone up to four,
with one more person who
returned after attending a
religious conference at Ni-
zamuddin in New Delhi
testing positive for the vi-
rus. 

The 54- year-old person,
hailing from Thiruvandar-
koil, has been admitted to
the Indira Gandhi Govern-
ment Medical College.

588 report to o!cials overnight
In all, 1,103 persons linked to Tablighi Jamaat event have come forward

Tamil Nadu Bureau 

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Wednes-
day requested those who
had participated in a reli-
gious conference at Niza-
muddin in Delhi to come
forward so that they could
be tested and treated for
COVID-19, if necessary. 

Mr. Palaniswami also
said that if any of those
who had participated in an
event conducted by Isha
Foundation were found
displaying symptoms,
they would also be subject-
ed to testing.

Amma Unavagam
The CM inspected an Am-
ma Unavagam at San-
thome on Wednesday
morning. He checked if
the people there were fol-
lowing social distancing
norms and also interacted
with a few of them.

“Of the nearly 1,300
persons from Tamil Nadu

who participated in the
meeting in Delhi, 515 have
been identi#ed and are be-
ing tested for COVID-19. Of
these, 45 tested positive
yesterday. We are trying to
trace the remaining parti-
cipants who had returned
to the State, but have been
unable to obtain their ad-
dresses. They should
come forward, consider-
ing the intensity of the
spread of the virus, which
will a"ect not only them,

but their families and wid-
er society as well,” Mr. Pa-
laniswami said.

The CM said the govern-
ment would provide the
individuals concerned
adequate medical treat-
ment to help them recov-
er, and it would be easier
to treat the virus if the
symptoms are identi#ed at
the initial stage itself. “Ma-
ny of those who tested
positive are recovering,”
he added.

‘Govt. will provide medical treatment to those a!ected’

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami tasting the food at an
Amma Unavagam.

CM urges those who attended
Delhi conference to come forward

Tamil Nadu BJP president
L. Murugan on Wednesday
urged people not to attri-
bute any political or reli-
gious motives to those who
had attended a meeting at
Nizamuddin West in Delhi
and were later found to
have contracted COVID-19.

In a statement, Mr. Mu-
rugan said, “I request
those who had attended
the meeting, their family
members and those who
had come into contact with
them to come forward and
get themselves tested at go-
vernment hospitals. Kindly
do not take this lightly, and
do extend your full cooper-
ation to the government as
it takes measures to com-
bat the spread of the dis-
ease,” Mr. Murugan said.
He said the government
should test everyone who
comes forward from this
cluster, in the interest of
people’s welfare. 

Don’t attribute
political motive
to Nizamuddin
cases: Murugan
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

As of March 31, the Chief
Minister’s Public Relief
Fund has received contri-
butions to the tune of
$36.34 crore from corpo-
rates, other organisations
and the public to aid the
battle against COVID-19.

TVS Motor Company
and Sakthi Masala have
contributed $5 crore each;
Asian Paints and Simpsons
$2 crore each; DMK Foun-
dation, Tamil Nadu Gover-

nor’s O!ce and Tamil Na-
du News Print and Papers
Ltd $1 crore each; and GRT
Jewellers and DLF Founda-
tion $50 lakh each, among
others. 

Former Union Minister
M.K. Alagiri, Kanchi Kama-
koti Peetham and Madras
Talkies, among others,
have contributed $10 lakh
each, according to a press
release. 

IT major HCL will do-
nate 500 ventilators worth
$37.5 crore to the Tamil Na-

du government to help
treat those a"ected by CO-
VID-19, another press re-
lease said. 

Kanimozhi’s gesture
DMK MP Kanimozhi on
Wednesday released $50
lakh from her MPLADS
fund for setting up a lift in
the government hospital in
Thoothukudi.

“When I visited the hos-
pital, the doctors told me
that a lift was necessary for
the ward for treating pa-

tients who tested positive
for COVID-19. I met the dis-
trict collectors and handed
over the money to them,”
said Ms. Kanimozhi, who
was elected from the
Thoothukudi Lok Sabha
constituency.

She has already contri-
buted $1 crore for combat-
ing the disease.

Earlier, Ms. Kanimozhi
gave personal protective
equipment and sanitisers
to doctors, nurses and oth-
er medical sta".

Donations pour into CM’s relief fund
Corporates, other organisations and the public contribute "36.34 crore

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

With the one-year Compul-
sory Rotatory Residential In-
ternship (CRRI) having been
extended by a month for in-
terns of the 2014 MBBS
batch, the Tamil Nadu Medi-
cal Students’ Association
(TNMSA) has requested the
State government and hospi-
tal administrations to pro-
vide them with, and ensure
the availability of, adequate
protective gear such as per-
sonal protective equipment,
N95 masks and hand sanitis-
ers to combat the coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19).

In a memorandum to the
Health Minister, the associa-
tion requested the govern-
ment to ensure the availabil-
ity of necessary protective

gear in the workplace with-
out any compromise. They
suggested that the 2014-
batch interns could be kept
as a reserve medical team
for managing the disease.

Noting that the global
pandemic may last a few
more months, the associa-
tion urged the government
to postpone the upcoming
Tamil Nadu Medical Services
Recruitment Board exam for
medical o!cers and recom-
mend that the Union govern-
ment postpones NEET PG
2021.

TNMSA also requested
college and hospital admi-
nistrations to issue the CRRI
completion certi#cates at
the end of the original pe-
riod of posting without any
delay, provided the candi-

dates have received no nega-
tive remarks during their in-
ternship, get them
registered with the State
Medical Council and issue
university degree certi#-
cates. 

This is because any delay
would a"ect their seniority
when it comes to registra-
tion with the Tamil Nadu
Medical Council as their
counterparts in private med-
ical colleges have completed
their CRRI, the memoran-
dum said.

The association also
urged the government to
sanction salaries and ensure
that its members would be-
ne#t from the incentives an-
nounced for healthcare pro-
viders involved in COVID-19
management. 

Medicos write to Health Minister
seeking adequate protective gear 
Govt. urged to postpone exam for medical o#cers 

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

Anticipating a shortage of ve-
getables in the next couple of
months as a fallout of the CO-
VID-19 crisis, the State Agri-
culture Department is adopt-
ing a two-pronged strategy
to tackle any such eventuali-
ty. 

The department, through
its main arm – the Horticul-
ture wing – is motivating
farmers to produce more ve-
getables in the State. The fact
that the current period hap-
pens to coincide with the
season for the cultivation of
vegetables in the State has
come in handy for the auth-
orities. 

Simultaneously, the Agri-
cultural Marketing and Agri
Business Directorate —
another arm of the Agricul-
ture Department — is in

touch with o!cials of sup-
plier States such as Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka to en-
sure the steady supply of
vegetables. 

As Tamil Nadu receives an

average of 250 truck loads of
big-sized onion (around
6,250 tonnes) every day
from Nashik, Maharashtra,
the o!cials of the western
State had, at an inter-State

conference coordinated by
the Centre on Tuesday, as-
sured their counterparts in
T.N. that there would be no
shortage of onions, a senior
o!cial of the Agriculture De-
partment said. Karnataka is
another supplier State,
which provides tomato, po-
tato and carrot. Agra in Uttar
Pradesh has been a consis-
tent provider of potato to Ta-
mil Nadu’s markets.

As for the domestic pro-
duction of vegetables, Tamil
Nadu, on an average, pro-
duces 50 lakh tonnes of ve-
getables annually, of which
tapioca accounts for about
27 lakh tonnes; tomato 3.2
lakh tonnes; onion 2.2 lakh
tonnes; and brinjal 1.2 lakh
tonnes. Seventy Uzhavar
Sandhais (farmers’ markets)
in di"erent districts have
been relocated to bigger sites

outside the limits of cities
and towns so that the norms
of social distancing could be
followed. 

In the meantime, the Agri-
culture Department is over-
seeing the distribution of
urea to the Cauvery delta,
where there are plans to
raise paddy over 50,000
hectares. Called ‘summer
paddy’, this crop will cover
30,000 hectares initially. On
Wednesday morning, a con-
signment of 1,200 tonnes of
urea reached the Thanjavur
railway junction. The State
will get nearly 14,000 tonnes
more shortly. Ordinarily, the
summer paddy is not en-
couraged. But given the pre-
sent circumstances, the
authorities are willing to give
latitude to the farmers, who
have been advised to adhere
to social distancing norms. 

Agriculture dept. motivating T.N. farmers to boost production and co-ordinating with supplier States

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

The current period happens to coincide with the season for
the cultivation of vegetables in the State. * M. PERIASAMY

Two-pronged strategy to tackle veggie shortage

The summer season is
normally a time when there
is no dearth of opportunities
for folk artistes to perform
at temple festivals. But this
time around, with all the
programmes booked for
Kodai Thiruvizha— summer
festival at temples of folk
deities – having been
cancelled due to the
COVID-19 threat, folk
artistes in Tirunelveli,
Thoothukudi and
Kanniyakumari districts
have been deprived of their
livelihood. 

Unlike other sections of
society, folk artistes depend
primarily on Kodai

Thiruvizha to eke out a
living, and the money they
earn during the season
helps them sustain
themselves for the rest of
the year.

“There will be more than
2,000 artistes in these

districts who will now be
unable to run their families.
The government should
supply essential
commodities and extend
#nancial assistance to us,”
said Kaniyan Koothu artiste
V. Muthuperumal, who was
forced to cancel his

daughter’s wedding due to
the lockdown.

The possibility of
postponing the festival is
ruled out since the rainy
season will not allow any
celebration after May.
Villages do not organise
festivals after the schools

re-open. Usually, right from
the beginning of March,
these artistes would have
programmes lined up from
Monday to Wednesday and
again between Thursday
and Saturday. It would be a
tightly-packed schedule for
artistes of Kaniyan Koothu,

Naiyandi Melam, Villu
Paatu, Thappattam and
Karagam. “Artistes generally
borrow from money-
lenders. Now, the pandemic
has closed the prospect of
borrowing money too,” said
Nagaswaram player and
Naiyandimelam artiste
Panakudi R. Siva.

While Naiyandi Melam
artistes — who play
Nagaswaram and Thavil —
could perform at weddings,
other artistes don’t get such
opportunities. 

Mr. Siva said he was not
sure whether the economic
slowdown caused by the
disease and the lockdown
would a"ect his prospects
next year as well.
“Organisers of the festival
will not be in a position to
collect the money as they do
in normal times. The trend
will re%ect in our salaries
and we will be forced to
perform for lower amounts,”
he said.

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

No sunny prospects for folk artistes this summer

B. Kolappan

CHENNAI

All temple festivals have been cancelled due to the COVID-19 threat

The possibility of postponing the festivals at temples of folk deities is ruled out since the rainy
season will not allow any celebrations. * A. SHAIKMOHIDEEN

People can contact the
animal helpline to report
about animals in distress
or for related queries, the
State government has said.
The government has also
advised District Collectors
to ensure that cattle, street
dogs and pets abandoned
by their owners are fed
and taken care of by ani-
mal lovers and NGOs.

K. Gopal, Principal Se-
cretary, Animal Husban-
dry & Fisheries Depart-
ment, said arrangements
are in place to provide
food and treat sick ani-
mals. “People can contact
the toll free number 1800-
425-5880 and 1962 or mail
anh.tn@nic.in,” he said.

Mr. Gopal explained
that the government had
also directed the district

collectors to allow the
movement of vehicles car-
rying poultry products
and materials for making
poultry feed. 

‘Chicken and eggs safe’
Describing as misleading a
rumour that eating chick-
en and eggs would cause
COVID-19, he said staying
away from poultry pro-

ducts would on the one
hand deprive people of
the protein content in
their food and on the oth-
er cause enormous loss to
the poultry farmers. 

“Poultry products o"er
cheap, but high quality
protein. They will boost
immunity, which is the
need of the hour,” he
added.

‘To $ag animals in distress, call helpline’
Govt. issues
directive to
Collectors to
ensure their safety

special correspondent

CHENNAI

Lending a hand: A policewoman o!ering food to stray
dogs. * R. RAVINDRAN


























































































































Find out to which category does 
each of  the vegetables belong 

Kharif   1.
Rabi 2.
Zaid3.
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Timings

CHENNAI

THURSDAY, APR. 02

RISE 06:05 SET 18:21

RISE 12:46 SET 01:04

FRIDAY, APR. 03

RISE 06:04 SET 18:21

RISE 13:46 SET 02:00

SATURDAY, APR. 04

RISE 06:03 SET 18:21

RISE 14:46 SET 02:53

The Chennai Corpora-
tion on Wednesday shift-
ed the market at Kothwal
Chavadi to the Broadway
bus stand. Corporation
o!cials clari"ed that
while all retail shops at
Kothwal Chavadi were
shifted to Broadway bus
stand, wholesale outlets
were not disturbed. 

Just 20 wholesale
shops at Kothwal Chava-
di were open on Wed-
nesday. Most wholesale
traders were unable to
open shops because of
restrictions on the move-
ment of vehicles. 

Gathering of crowds
A few days ago, Corpora-
tion Commissioner G.
Prakash had inspected
the Kothwal Chavadi
market and ordered its
shifting due to the gath-
ering of huge crowds in
the area. 

“At least 200 retail
shops on Anna Pillai
Street and Malaya Peru-
mal Street were shifted
to the Broadway bus
stand on Tuesday night.
The market started oper-
ations on Wednesday.
Over 4,000 people can
visit the market without
violating the norms of
social distancing,” said a
civic o!cial. 

People started visiting
the market on Wednes-
day by 4.30 a.m., and
most products were sold

before noon. The Broad-
way bus stand, a famous
landmark in the city, is
expected to attract a
large number of people
wanting to purchase ve-
getables at an a#ordable
price, said o!cials. On
Wednesday, many retail
outlets reported a sharp
increase in the retail
prices of vegetables. 

Corporation o!cials
have made arrange-
ments for parking and
garbage clearance at the
market. 

Kothwal Chavadi shifts base 
Broadway bus stand converted into market

Special
Correspondent

CHENNAI

Over 4,000 people can visit the market without
violating the norms of social distancing. * R. RAGU

The Chennai Corporation
has planned to expand CO-
VID-19 containment zones
across the city, said Corpora-
tion Commissioner G. Pra-
kash. 

Currently, just 25,000
houses are covered in the
containment zones. Once
containment zones are ex-
panded to cover the entire
city, across 426 sq.km., at
least 10 lakh apartment com-
plexes and individual houses
will be included in "eld-level
operations to control CO-
VID-19. 

“The Corporation has
launched COVID-19 contain-
ment-related exercises in all
locations where positive cas-
es have been reported. Cur-
rently, 10 containment zones
have been earmarked in 21
locations across Chennai.
COVID-19 positive cases have
been reported in the 10
zones,” said Mr. Prakash. 

“Each containment zone
has 2,500 houses. The hous-
es will be monitored by Cor-
poration workers every day,
checking if residents have
symptoms. The exercise will
continue for a month,” said
Mr. Prakash. 

“Over 15,000 personnel,
including SHG members,
will be used by the Corpora-
tion to scan the containment
zones, every day. The term
‘scan’ means workers will
note down symptoms of resi-
dents in each household,”
said Mr. Prakash. 

“As many as 10 lakh loca-
tions, including apartment
complexes and individual
houses, will be monitored
daily by the 15,000 workers.

Doctors will further examine
the residents who have
symptoms. The "eld-level
containment plan for the en-
tire city is ready. We will get
100 doctors, in addition to
the 200 doctors in Corpora-
tion hospitals. Thirty doc-
tors are already at work, con-
taining COVID-19 in the city,”
said Mr. Prakash. 

Many doctors who have
received appointment or-
ders have requested a few
days to join duty.

The Corporation is also
planning to use services of
primary schoolteachers for
implementing the plan.

Vacancies in posts
Currently, the civic body has
around 50% vacancies in
posts of sanitary inspectors,
who play a key role in pan-
demic response. The civic
body has just 110 sanitary in-
spectors in 200 wards of the
city. Each sanitary inspector
is in charge of one ward,
with an average of 50,000
residents. But most sanitary
inspectors are handling addi-
tional charges of the neigh-
bouring ward, a#ecting con-
tainment-related exercises.

Some women belonging
to SHGs have reportedly
agreed to join containment-
related exercises, said o!-
cials. 

Many SHGs have already
started manufacturing
masks to prevent the spread
of COVID-19. Some wards
have at least 120 SHGs, with
20 members each. But such
SHG members have said that
they would carry out con-
tainment operations only af-
ter the Corporation provides
personal protective equip-
ment. “The Chennai Corpo-
ration has not even supplied
masks for Amma canteen
sta#,” said an SHG member. 

Ten lakh !ats, houses to come under containment zone
The houses will be monitored by
Corporation workers on a daily basis

Aloysius Xavier Lopez

CHENNAI

Hosed down: Fire and Rescue Services personnel spray disinfectant on the facade of the Rajiv
Gandhi Government General Hospital on Wednesday. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

The Chennai Corporation
launched a ‘Corona Moni-
toring App’ that can be
downloaded from its web-
site. 

Corporation Commis-
sioner G. Prakash said that if
any resident has symptoms,
including fever, dry cough
and breathlessness, he/she
has to take a photo of their
door or a sel"e from their
house, and send it in. “It will
reach our server, and we
will instantly know the loca-
tion. Our medical team can
then examine whether the
symptoms are normal or re-
quire a higher level of medi-
cal attention,” he said. 

The app gives users three
options — quarantine cap-
ture, general fever symp-

toms and report crowded
spots. While ‘quarantine
capture’ requires users un-
der quarantine to send in
photos of the label outside
their home, persons with
symptoms can send a photo
using fever symptoms op-
tion. If a resident comes
across a crowded spot, they
too can send in a picture.

Corporation launches
‘Corona Monitoring App’
Users can report symptoms 
Staff Reporter 

CHENNAI 

The app can be 
downloaded from the
Corporation’s website. 

After two sta# members of a
store at the Phoenix mall in
Velachery tested positive for
COVID-19, public health
authorities have brought all
employees of the store un-
der their direct watch, and
have asked them to quaran-
tine themselves at home. 

In case of any symptoms,
they have been asked to call
local health authorities or
contact the COVID-19 con-
trol rooms.

On March 27, a 25-year-
old woman, who worked at
the store, tested positive for
COVID-19. She is undergoing
treatment at the Govern-
ment Hospital in Ariyalur. 

On Tuesday, her co-work-
er, a 28-year-old man, also
tested positive and was ad-
mitted to the Government

Medical College Hospital in
Tiruvannamalai.

An o!cial of the Directo-
rate of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine said
that all sta# of the store were
already under home quaran-
tine, and disinfection mea-
sures had been taken. 

“We have traced all con-
tacts. All sta# of the store are

under our direct watch, as
they reside in multiple dis-
tricts. We did not want to
create panic. So we told the
store management to get de-
tails of persons who visited
the store from their data-
base. Their phone numbers
will be available in the billing
database, and we told them
to send individual messages,
asking them to contact the
health authorities in case of
symptoms,” a health o!cial
of the Chennai Corporation
said. 

He added that the man-
agement has reached out to
nearly 360 persons using de-
tails from the database,
through broadcast messag-
es. 

The o!cials said that the
safety advisory had been
sent personally to all of
them. 

After two positives, sta! of store
in mall put under quarantine 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Two sta! members of a store
at the Phoenix mall have
tested positive for COVID-19. 

Police Commissioner A.K.
Viswanathan on
Wednesday extended the
prohibitory orders,
already in force in the
State since March 24, till 6
a.m. on April 15.

To prevent the spread of
COVID-19, the CM
announced restrictive
measures from March 24.
The Commissioner then
issued the order under
Section 144 of the Cr.PC
from 6 p.m. on March 24
to 6 a.m. on April 1. As the
period came to an end, he
extended the curbs.

Curbs
extended 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Department of Public
Health, in association with
the National Health
Mission, has come out
with helplines to support
people battling isolation
and distress due to the
lockdown. 

It has prepared a chart
with helpline numbers in
various districts. The
department has asked
people to stay clear of
negative thoughts.

The numbers for
Chennai are: 9444297058,
9940211077 and
9840244405.

Help to deal
with stress 
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI 

The O!ce of the State
Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities has given
instructions to all District
Collectors to issue curfew
passes to caregivers of dif-
ferently-abled persons. 

A letter said that as phys-
ically challenged persons
were facing di!culties in
getting essentials like food,
ration and medicines due
to the absence of caregiv-
ers, passes should be liber-
ally given to the caregivers. 

Curfew passes
for caregivers 
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI 

It looked like rush hour on Pa-
di $yover on Wednesday
morning as close to a hundred
vehicles clogged the roads af-
ter the police conducted a sur-
prise check on motorists $out-
ing the lockdown.

The men and women in un-
iform stopped every vehicle
and noted down registration
numbers. “We wanted to "nd
out how many people step out
of their houses for essentials

and medical emergencies and
how many just to roam the
streets. We are also checking
to "nd out how many are going
around the city with curfew
passes,” said a senior o!cer.

Further action will be taken
based on the data collected.
“We will decide if we have to
reduce the number of curfew
passes or take measures to pre-
vent people from leaving their
locality,” the o!cer added. 

The checking led to a jam on
the $yover, a junction for vehi-

cles coming from Villivakkam,
Thirumangalam, Korattur and
Retteri. “There were too many
people. Since we checked each
vehicle, there was a pile-up,”
said an o!cer.

M. Balaji, a motorist who
was on the way to a hospital
with his mother, said: “They
checked our papers and took
down details. The police did
their duty as people are roam-
ing the streets without realis-
ing the seriousness of the pan-
demic.” 

Why do people step out of their homes? Police collate reasons
Stern action on the cards, based on the data collected

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Lockdown farce: The checks led to a jam on Padi "yover on
Wednesday morning. * M. VEDHAN. 

Over the last few days,
the footfall at the Amma
Unavagam on Sivagna-
nam Road in T. Nagar has
increased signi"cantly. 

Initially, the custom-
ers were mainly security
personnel posted out-
side the apartment com-
plexes in the area. The
queue has been getting
longer since Friday.

Jayalakshmi, in-
charge of the Unavagam,
said that more people
sought the canteen facili-
ty, as they had no other
place to go to eat. 

According to the em-
ployees, usually, around
120 people visit the facil-
ity. But in the last week,
the number has jumped
to 200, as word spread
that food was being of-
fered for free. 

Ms. Jayalakshmi said

that a person had o#ered
to pay for all those who
ate at the canteen — be it
breakfast, lunch or din-
ner. 

“I issue tokens and
give him the numbers.
He pays for the custom-
ers,” she said. 

S. Balasubramanian,
who is funding the food,
said it was a team e#ort
by a group of school
friends. The initial plan
was to distribute cooked

food, but since the go-
vernment had ruled
against it, they decided
to fund the canteens.
The group chose Amma
canteens in Mylapore,
R.A. Puram, T. Nagar
and Greenways Road.
The group has allocated
%15,000 a day for the
purpose.

The group is also help-
ing 250 homeless per-
sons, sheltered in four
community halls, in Al-
warpet, Mandaveli, My-
lapore and Abhiramapu-
ram, by providing them
essential supplies that
the organisers ask of
them, Mr. Balasubrama-
nian said. Mr. Balasubra-
manian and "ve of his
friends do the "eld
work, while behind
them is a team of 100
others, working to carry
forward the work, he
said.

Friends come together to help 
R. Sujatha

CHENNAI

People queuing up at 
an Amma Unavagam
in T.Nagar. 

Many pharmacies selling AYUSH
medicines have been witnessing
long queues of people looking to
buy kabasura kudineer, in the
belief that it will help keep CO-
VID-19 at bay.

However, experts have clari-
"ed that kabasura kudineer, a
Siddha concoction, was only sug-
gested to the government for
possible use as a complementary
medicine in the treatment of CO-
VID-19 or for those considered
highly vulnerable.

Usman Kani, a resident of Vet-
tuvankeni, who visited the In-
dian Medical Practitioners’ Co-
operative Pharmacy and Stores
Ltd in Adyar, was disappointed
that kabasura kudineer was not

available. “I was, however, told
about another drug that will help
in boosting immunity,” he said.

While Mr. Kani said he was go-
ing to use this as an additional
precaution, apart from maintain-
ing hygiene and distance, a few
others who came to buy the drug

seemed to strongly believe that it
would prevent COVID-19. C. Di-
nesh Kumar, who runs an AYUSH
pharmacy, said that he had sold
2,000 bottles of kabasura kudi-
neer and other Siddha drugs
which he termed as ‘immunity
boosters’ on Monday alone. 

He said the demand went up
after the PM’s meeting with re-
nowned AYUSH practitioners.

G. Sivaraman, a Siddha practi-
tioner and managing director of
Arogya Healthcare, said that ka-
basura kudineer was never sug-
gested as a drug to prevent or
cure COVID-19. 

Pon Vasanth B.A

CHENNAI

Demand for the concoction went
up after the PM met AYUSH
practitioners. * R. RAVINDRAN

A mad rush for kabasura kudineer

Senior MTC o!cials gave
colleagues who retired on
March 31 a pleasant sur-
prise by visiting their
homes and and present-
ing them pension certi"-
cates, work appreciation

certi"cates and sweets. 
The corporation said

that it usually organises a
meeting to felicitate reti-
rees at Pallavan House.
But due to the lockdown,
o!cials were asked by
the MD to visit the homes
of 71 retired employees.

Felicitated at home
Special correspondent

CHENNAI

OLD AGE Home For High Income Peo-
ple in Madipakkam. 9884056233 / 203

TRINITY SENIOR Citizen/ Patient
Care @ W.Mambalam/ Saligramam/ Val-
saravakam with all Amenities
9790947162

BEST PRICE for your used Cars,
Quick deal/ Settlement. Call:98419!
33335

SPOT CASH with in 1Hr@Low Int 2/
4whlr Business,Workingppl !
8056157504

PERSONAL LOAN based on cheque Ct
Jeeva Finances 7305999666,
7667539482

EURO KITCHENS Specialist in Modu-
lar Kitchen & Wardrobes 11A,3rd
Cross St, R.A.Puram,Ch 28.
Ph:9840088534

43YRS EXP TranscendTermite Control
Free Inspection!24936569/9840298708
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How pandemics affect the livelihood of  folk artists? What alternative can the government 
provide? What can be done for the animals that go hungry especially street cats and dogs?

Using technology to 
fight pandemic. Note 
down this example. 

Siddha medicine is a traditional 
medicine originating in Tamil Nadu, 
India and practiced over centuries. The 
Ministry of  Ayurveda, Yoga and 
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and 
Homoeopathy of  the Government of  
India regulates training in Siddha 
medicine and other traditional 
practices grouped collectively as 
AYUSH copy and paste the below link 
to get more details. 
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/
PrintRelease.aspx?relid=200005 
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MR. S. PAUL SATHIESH (50yrs.) ! Ex-
pired on 01.04.2020 S/o. Mr.
D.Sugunaraj, (Rt. Southern Rail-
way) Ph: 9841113334

M SUNDARI, w/o late Mr V Muralidha-
ran ( retd staff officer, RBI chen-
nai) expired 31.03.20; Raju, Sud-
ha, Mrs Jayanthi Mahadevan, Dr.
Vasanthi and Dr. Vidyasagaran !
grand & great grand children !
phone : 99400 91795; e mail :
mvrajan51@gmail.com
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A group of French tourists stranded here
due to the global lockdown following the
COVID-19 pandemic returned home on a
special !ight from Chennai to Paris on
Wednesday.

A group of 138 tourists were taken to
Chennai airport in four buses from here at
12.45 p.m.

Their return was facilitated by the Consu-
late General of France in Puducherry and
Chennai. 

300 nationals 
In a press note, the Consulate General of
France in Puducherry and Chennai said it
had organised the return of 300 French na-
tionals stranded in Puducherry, Auroville
and various places in Tamil Nadu.

With the authorisation of the Govern-
ment of India and the assistance of local
authorities, buses and shuttles were organ-
ised for the transfer of the French nationals
to the Chennai airport.

A special !ight chartered by the French
Government was arranged to take the tou-
rists to Paris on Wednesday evening.

Stranded French
tourists take special
!ight to Paris
Special Correspondent

PUDUCHERRY

In a move to contain spread of
COVID–19, the Tiruvallur district
administration has quarantined
250 villages and has made them
self-su"cient by forming village
committees to supply essentials.

There are nine taluks — Gum-
mudipoondi, Ponneri, Uthukot-
tai, Tiruvallur, Tiruttani, Athi-
pattu, R. K. Pettai, Poonamallee
and Avadi — in Tiruvallur dis-
trict, in which there are over 525
villages. As on date, close to
2,000 people, who have either
returned from abroad or have
shown symptoms of COVID-19,
have been placed under quaran-
tine in the district. To prevent
people from leaving their villag-
es and getting infected, the dis-
trict administration has decided
to quarantine all such villages.

“As of now we have quaran-
tined 250 villages. In each ham-
let, we have formed committees
headed by the Village Adminis-
trative O"cer and comprising
the panchayat president, vice
president, anganwadi worker,
teacher and #ve youngsters from
each street in the village. In the
city limits, ward-level commit-
tees have been formed,” said
Collector Mageswari Ravikumar.
She said that one team will be al-
lotted for 150 houses.The team
has a WhatsApp group. The

youngsters will go door-to-door
and create awareness about CO-
VID-19. 

In case a house needs vegeta-
bles or medicines, the team will
get it. “Besides if anyone shows
symptoms, the medical team
will be brought to the village.
The team will also take steps to
prevent stigmatising. They will
take care of the welfare of mi-
grant labourers too,” she added.

The remaining villages will al-
so be quarantined. The local ve-
getable and meat sellers will be
roped in to provide essentials to
the residents. “No one will be al-
lowed to enter or leave the villag-
es. The village entry and exit
points have been barricaded,”
said R. Sridhar, assistant direc-
tor, panchayats, Tiruvallur. 

For details Tiruvallur resi-
dents can check http://stopcoro-
na tiruvallur.com/.

Tiruvallur district
quarantines 250 villages
Village committees formed to supply essentials
Vivek Narayanan 

CHENNAI

The villages have been made
self-su!cient, o!cials said.

Tiruppur Collector K. Vijayakar-
thikeyan inaugurated a ‘disinfec-
tion tunnel’ as part of the precau-
tionary measures against
COVID-19 at the entrance of the
Uzhavar Santhai in Thennampa-
layam on Wednesday.

This initiative might be the #rst
of its kind in the State, Mr. Vijaya-
karthikeyan told The Hindu. It
was set up by the district adminis-
tration in collaboration with
Young Indians, the youth wing of
the Confederation of Indian
Industry.

Two sets of three nozzles will
spray 1% sodium hypochlorite so-
lution as people walk past, for a
duration of three to #ve seconds
inside the tunnel.

“Upon contact [with surfaces],
it is e"cient enough to kill the vi-
rus,” the Collector said. 

Workers and members of the
public were advised to raise their
hands with their palms facing

front while entering the tunnel to
ensure e"cient disinfection. 

However, this disinfection tun-
nel is only a supplement to pre-
cautionary measures such as fre-
quent handwashing, he said.

The total cost of the tunnel was
around $90,000. 

With a capacity of 1,000 litres,
the disinfection tunnel will work
uninterrupted for 16 hours, hence
requiring re#lling only once a day. 

More such tunnels will be set
up across the district in the fu-
ture, Mr. Vijayakarthikeyan also
said.

Tiruppur gets a ‘disinfection
tunnel’ to "ght COVID-19 
‘The device sprays sodium hypochlorite and can work for 16 hours’
R. AKILEISH

Tiruppur

The disinfection tunnel at the Uzhavar Santhai in Tiruppur. 

“Doctor, I am in my
31st week of preg-

nancy; neighbours and
friends tell me that I am
more prone to get the in-
fection. I am afraid. What
should I do?”

As obstetricians taking
care of mums-to-be, we
have received many a
phone call seeking help
and reassurance. The
fear and anxiety is under-
standable. Thorough
knowledge of the infec-
tion and its consequenc-
es will certainly help al-
lay this fear and anxiety.

Does pregnancy make
a woman more suscepti-
ble to coronavirus infec-
tion? Although pregnan-
cy is an
immuno-compromised
state, we know from
years of experience that
most pregnant women go
through pregnancy with-
out any major compro-
mise. Compared to the
general population they
are more likely to con-
tract the infection and
hence categorised as a
high-risk group. There is,
therefore, a need for
more strict measures to
be followed by both the
pregnant women and
their caregivers.

Sneezing, running
nose, sore throat, fever
and sometimes cough –
extremely common
symptoms. Then, how
does one di%erentiate the
common cold from a pos-
sible corona infection?
Common treatment for
such symptoms would be
steam inhalation, parace-
tamol and antihistamin-
ics (for cold).

In the absence of ex-
posure to or contact with
a known COVID suspect
or history of travel within
close contacts, the initial
treatment should contain

the infection. If however
your symptoms persist,
become more severe or
recovery is delayed – it
may be an indication of a
more severe respiratory
infection and you should
contact your doctor.
Please do not panic as
this may still not be indi-
cative of a COVID infec-
tion. Kindly ascertain
from your doctor regard-
ing the place of consulta-
tion. It may not be the
clinic where you regular-
ly visit.

The need for social
distancing and self isola-
tion cannot be overem-
phasized. Pregnant wo-
men should stay indoors,
not participate in social
gatherings and postpone
“baby showers”. If a fa-
mily member develops a
cough or cold you should
isolate yourself for a mi-
nimum of two weeks in a
separate room or till he/
she recovers.

Our knowledge of the
infection itself and its
spread is limited. Given
the limited information
currently available, it
would be prudent to
strictly adhere to social
distancing, especially
beyond 28 weeks of
pregnancy.

There is insu"cient
evidence at present to
support vertical trans-
mission from mother to
baby in utero, during de-
livery or breast feeding.
Reports of miscarriage,
growth restriction in the
baby, especially when
the infection occurs in
the last trimester and in-
duced preterm labour,
though occasional,
should be kept in mind.

Routine Antenatal
(pregnancy) Care

You may be at various
stages in your pregnancy.
Trimester I or upto 12
weeks, after pregnancy
con#rmed on ultrasound
scan, there is no need for
an urgent AN visit.

Certain scans i.e., the
#rst trimester scan, ano-
maly scan and growth
scan are time-bound and
you should contact your
doctor. If you do not have
any signi#cant risk fac-
tors i.e., age, multiple
pregnancy ( twins),
raised blood pressure,
diabetes or other medi-
cal or pregnancy related
disorders, you can at
your doctor’s discretion
reschedule your monthly
visits. The aim would be
to minimise exposure to
the women and their ca-
regivers. Routine clari#-
cation of doubts can be
over telephone or video
calls.

Delivery and imme-
diate post partum

Your obstetrician and
maternity unit may not
be able to comply with all
aspects of care you may
have agreed to in your
birth plan. Safety is of ut-
most importance and
this will be de#nitely en-
sured. Risks of airborne
transmission is high dur-
ing normal delivery and
precautions will be taken

even if you are not a CO-
VID suspect. If an emer-
gency caesarean section
is required, your doctor
will advise you
accordingly.

You can breastfeed
your baby. Isolation may
be advised only if there is
suspicion or history of
exposure.

Home Delivery
We have had requests

for “home delivery” as it
is presumed to be a “saf-
er” place than a materni-
ty unit in a hospital. De-
livery at home certainly
has many attendant risks
and should be strongly
discouraged in the cur-
rent scenario. Monitor-
ing of the mother and
foetus may be sub-opti-
mal. Access to emergen-
cy care, if it becomes ne-
cessary, i.e., transport,
availability of blood and
maternity units and per-
sonnel may be very di"-
cult to organise.

Working women
Working women with-

out any co-morbid fac-
tors can continue to work
but must follow social
distancing. If you are
more than 28 weeks
pregnant or have any risk
factors it is best to coordi-
nate with your workplace
and your doctor and
make a decision.

There could be a num-
ber of asymptomatic in-
dividuals among us who
are carrying the virus.

The care of pregnant
women a%ected by the
coronavirus will be pro-
tocol driven and is not
discussed here.

Remember, my dear
parents to be. Our priori-
ty should be reduction of
transmission and safety
#rst. My wishes to all of
you for a smooth, safe
pregnancy and delivery.

Managing pregnancy and childbirth 

The Madras High Court has
been lenient in granting in-
terim bail to the accused
even in murder, attempt to
murder and corruption
cases by taking into consid-
eration various factors in-
cluding the threat posed by
the pandemic COVID-19.

Justices A.D. Jagadish
Chandira and P. Rajaman-
ickam have ordered the re-
lease of many accused on
interim bail after observ-
ing, in their individual or-
ders, that the interim relief
was being granted in view
of the extremity of the pre-
sent situation.

When a bail petition
#led by K. Appu came up
for hearing, Justice Raja-
manickam found that the
petitioner had been ac-
cused of being part of a
gang that had abducted an
individual and murdered
him due to personal enmi-
ty. The judge granted inte-
rim bail till April 27 to the
present petitioner too. 

The court passed similar
orders with respect to lorry
driver Ramesh who had
been booked by Kalasapak-
kam police in Tiruvanna-
malai district for attempt-
ing to murder a SSI of
Police when the latter at-
tempted to prevent smug-
gling of river sand on Janu-
ary 7. Justice Chandira
granted interim bail till
April 28 to R. Elavarason,
SE in Regional o"ce of the
Union Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways in
Chennai and M. Muruga-
boopathi, Divisional Engi-
neer of State Highways de-
partment. However, the
court desisted from grant-
ing any relief to a person
booked under POCSO Act.

It has been
raining bail
orders in HC
Mohamed Imranullah S.

CHENNAI

The DMK has sent a legal notice to
the BJP leadership in Tamil Nadu
and the Centre as well as micro-
blogging site Twitter for “spread-
ing malicious” news on social me-
dia that the party had not made
any contribution towards combat-
ing COVID-19. DMK organisation
secretary R.S. Bharathi, in the not-
ice, said the DMK Trust donated $1
crore and all the MLAs and MPs of
the party had donated one
month’s salary besides releasing
money from their constituency
development fund. The notice
was sent by party MP and senior
advocate P. Wilson on behalf of
Mr. Bharathi to BJP’s national pre-
sident J.P. Nadda, State president
L. Murugan, CEO of Twitter inc.,
and MD of Twitter India.

“Our president (M.K. Stalin) has
written to the Corporation Com-
missioner to make use of Kalaig-
nar Arangam as an isolation ward
to treat patients tested positive for
the disease. Our party leaders in
many districts have come forward
to give their hotels and education-
al institutions for the treatment of
patients,” Mr. Bharathi said.

Demanding an unconditional
apology from BJP leaders, Mr. Bha-
rathi said they should jointly pay
$100 crore towards the Chief Mi-
nister’s Public Relief Fund. He
urged Twitter to remove the of-
fending tweets.

DMK sends legal
notice to BJP 
and Twitter 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The annual #shing ban for me-
chanised boats in the State is
likely to be advanced this year. 

It usually begins on April 14
and goes on for 61 days. Howev-
er, since #shermen have already
been asked to abstain from #sh-
ing, the government has written
to the Central government, urg-

ing that the ban be considered
from March 23 till May 23, in-
stead of June 14.

Fisheries Department direc-
tor G.S. Sameeran said that the
Chief Secretary had written the
letter and several other States
too had followed suit. 

If the suggested change is im-
plemented, the #shing ban dole
is likely to be paid in April itself. 

Change in !shing ban dates likely 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI
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As per the Constitution of  India, Articles 
214-231 deals with the provisions of  the High 
Courts in India. At present, we have 24 high 
courts in the country, which includes 3 
common high courts. Article 217 deals with the 
appointment of  judges. However, there is also 
a procedure for removal of  Judges of  the High 
Court.
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Thursday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning, hail and gusty winds very likely at isolated places over
Arunachal Pradesh; Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning
and gusty winds very likely at isolated places over Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura and with
lightning at isolated places over West Bengal and Sikkim.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....37.0....17.4 Kozhikode....................—....36.4....26.6
Ahmedabad...........—....36.8....22.7 Kurnool .......................—....40.6....25.9
Aizawl...................—....29.8........ — Lucknow......................—....36.6........ —
Allahabad..............—....38.7....19.0 Madurai .......................—....37.4....23.5
Bengaluru .............—....36.0....21.0 Mangaluru ...................—....35.5....26.8
Bhopal ..................—....37.1....19.6 Mumbai .......................—....31.5....24.0
Bhubaneswar.........—....39.2....23.9 Mysuru ........................—........ —....20.0
Chandigarh ........ 1.3....29.7....15.2 New Delhi ................ 3.0....32.7....16.6
Chennai ................—....35.1....26.1 Patna ..........................—....35.8....18.2
Coimbatore ...........—....37.6....23.0 Port Blair.....................—....31.8....24.6
Dehradun ..............—....30.8....16.5 Puducherry ..................—....34.3....24.4
Gangtok............. 0.1....16.9....13.1 Pune............................—....38.0....20.7
Goa.......................—....34.4....24.7 Raipur .........................—....33.2....20.4
Guwahati ..............—....34.9....16.8 Ranchi .........................—....34.6....19.2
Hubballi ................—....37.0....22.0 Shillong.......................—....24.7....16.9
Hyderabad ............—....38.2....26.2 Shimla...................... 5.2....22.5......9.5
Imphal ..................—....31.2....12.0 Srinagar.................. 10.0....15.2......6.5
Jaipur ...................—....34.1....20.0 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.1....25.6
Kochi ....................—....33.4....25.8 Tiruchi.........................—....39.3....23.4
Kohima .................—....24.2....13.0 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata .................—....36.2....26.1 Visakhapatnam .............—....34.6....27.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Guwahati, Assam
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
263 indicating a dangerous
level of pollution. In
contrast, Jalandhar, Punjab
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 24.

Ahmedabad..... 31 .22 18 ....39 ...80 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 07 .21 22 ..... — ...57 ....*
Chennai .......... 04 .26 45 ....86 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. 01 .87 46 ..104 ...96 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 02 .25 24 ..107 ...92 ....*
Kolkata........... 13 .23 21 ..120 ...83 ....*
Lucknow ......... 03 .13 55 ..180 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 04 .14 10 ....32 ...72 ....*
Pune............... 25 .09 50 ....32 ...31 ....*
Visakhapatnam 06 .40 06 ....48 ...68 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

With its revenue streams
drying up owing to the lock-
down imposed to prevent
the spread of COVID-19 and
containment measures en-
tailing an additional burden
on the exchequer, the And-
hra Pradesh government
has resorted to deferment of
salaries and pensions to sal-
vage the situation. The de-
ferment is in respect of the
payments for March 2020
payable in April 2020 and it
will be in force till further
orders.

According to a G.O. dated

March 31, the deferment is
100% in respect of the Chief
Minister, Ministers, MLCs
and MLAs, chairpersons
and members of corpora-
tions, elected representa-
tives of all local bodies and
people holding equivalent
posts. 

It is 60% for All- India Ser-
vice O!cers, 50% for all oth-
er government employees
and persons engaged as di-
rect individuals through
third parties, except Class-
IV employees.

The deferment is 10% for
Class-IV, outsourcing and
contract employees. 

A.P. bites the bullet,
defers salary payments 
It is 100% for top brass, partial for others
Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA 

Malayalam "lmmaker Blessy
has written to the govern-
ment and the Kerala Film
Chamber to take steps to
bring back a 58-member
"lm crew, including actor
Prithviraj, stranded in Jor-
dan after shooting for the
movie Aadujeevitham. Res-
ponding to the appeal, Cul-
ture Minister A.K. Balan has
promised to take all neces-
sary actions.

The crew had been shoot-
ing the second schedule of
the "lm at the Wadi Rum
desert in Jordan for the past
weeks. According to a Face-
book post by Prithviraj, the
Jordanian authorities, who
had earlier given a go-ahead
for the shoot, revoked the
same on March 27 as the
prevailing restrictions in the
country had to be further

strengthened.
“We have now been told

that an immediate permis-
sion for shoot to resume is
unlikely due to the situation
and hence our next best op-
tion would be to return to
India at the "rst available
opportunity. As we had ori-
ginally planned to stay and
shoot in Wadi Rum till the
2nd week of April, our ac-
commodation, food and
supplies are taken care of as
of now,” wrote Mr.
Prithviraj.

Mr. Balan said Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan had
got in touch with Union Mi-
nister of State for External
A#airs V. Muraleedharan as
soon as he came to know
about the issue. Mr. Mura-
leedharan has informed that
necessary steps had been ta-
ken to extend their visa pe-
riod, Mr. Balan said.

Film crew stuck in
Jordanian desert
Staff Reporter

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The snip of scissors is barely
audible in the corridors of
the city’s comfy salons these
days. 

With the closure of
salons, served by hundreds
of migrant labourers, in the
wake of the lockdown, many
are now forced to do a
haircut themselves, with
some "nishing touches from
kin or friends. For men, the
safe option now is to try a
tonsure, without worrying
about the mirth it will evoke
among family and friends.

“It was the "rst time in
the past 40 years that we
tried it together. It was a

surprise for our family
members too,” say Biju
Yedoothaman and his friend
Shibu Mannil.

These East Hill residents
say many of their friends are

now planning to follow suit.
M. Krishnadas, an auto

driver from Pavangad, feels
that the shaven head fad is
quickly catching up in the
city. 

“The closure of salons is
creating an unexpected
challenge, though it is still
not being seen as serious.
This was the easy option to
manage and still look
fashionable,” he says.
According to him, his
shaved head is now a
favourite ‘plaything’ for his
grandchildren.

Awareness campaign
Though many do it for
convenience and some
others for fun, there are also
a few who do it as part of
the COVID-19 awareness
campaign like the one
shown by Australian
batsman David Warner.

Mostly, IT professionals
are taking it up as a social
media campaign.

“In Kozhikode city alone,
we have 15 such IT
professionals who have
joined the Home Quarantine
Shave (HQS) challenge. All of
them are directors of
various IT ventures in
Kozhikode,” says Abdul
Gafoor, secretary, Calicut
Forum for IT. The challenge
will be complete only when
one makes a contribution to
the Chief Minister’s Distress
Relief Fund after posting an
image of the shaved head in
the HQS Facebook page and
challenging another friend,
he adds.
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Now, a tonsorial ‘challenge’ to beat the lockdown blues

Mithosh Joseph

Kozhikode 

With salons closed, people are shaving their heads; some have joined ‘Home Quarantine Shave’ challenge

Clean shave: Four East Hill residents who recently shaved
their heads following the closure of salons in Kozhikode. 

Despite the lockdown some things hardly change. The chief priest and his assistants are on their way to do the daily rituals at Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala; and, right, seasonal fruits on display at a market in Hyderabad on Wednesday. * S. GOPAKUMAR & NAGARA GOPAL
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Business as usual

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Wednesday
said at least 60 persons who
returned to Kerala from the
Tablighi Jamaat centre at Ni-
zamuddin in New Delhi early
in March had been quaran-
tined. Mr. Vijayan said there
was no cause for panic. The
State had foreseen their re-

turn and ensured their qua-
rantine. The police had
helped identify and trace
them. The centre had organ-
ised meetings before the na-
tional lockdown. Scores of
people from Kerala had visit-
ed the centre as part of their
religious beliefs and the sit-
uation was the same in plac-
es of worship of other faiths
in the country. 

He said COVID-19 recog-
nised no religion or geo-
graphical boundaries. The
government had found that
attempts were being made

by some divisive elements to
stigmatise people of a partic-
ular faith for the pandemic.
The State would not tolerate
such devious attempts. It
would prosecute those who
indulge in such malicious
propaganda. 

Mr. Vijayan said the Ger-
man government had con-
veyed its appreciation of Ker-
ala’s e#orts to trace 232 of its
citizens in various locations
during the epidemic. The
country had informed that
these citizens had reached
Germany safely.

60 from Jamaat in quarantine in Kerala 
CM warns against
stigmatising
religious groups
Special Correspondent 

Thiruvananthapuram

Following up: An o!cer collecting details of preachers from Indonesia who had attended the
Tablighi Jamaat Markaz, in a quarantine facility in Belagavi on Wednesday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Kerala Cabinet has given
the go ahead to the ‘salary
challenge’ for State govern-
ment employees. 

The Cabinet on Tuesday
decided to collect one
month’s salary from govern-
ment employees compulso-
rily to meet the "nancial bur-
den incurred by the spread
of COVID-19. The funds
would be routed to the Chief
Minister’s Distress Relief
Fund. Ministers would con-
tribute $1 lakh each to the
fund. 

A "nal decision on the
mode of implementing the
‘salary challenge’ would be
made after eliciting the res-
ponse of the employees,
sources said. 

The Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF)
%ayed the “unilateral” deci-
sion of the Cabinet. “The
Chief Minister counsels peo-
ple to be spartan during the

lockdown,” said leader of
the Opposition Ramesh
Chennithala. “He wants to
con"scate the salary of go-
vernment sta# but he has no
qualms in sanctioning $2

crore at this juncture to hire
a helicopter for VIP travel.
There is a dichotomy bet-
ween what this government
sermonises and what it
practices.”

Kerala Cabinet nod for ‘salary
challenge’ for govt. employees
Initiative to collect
a month’s pay to
!ght COVID-19

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Cleaning drive: Fire service personnel spraying disinfectant at
the Thiruvananthapuram Sub Treasury. * S. MAHINSHA

High alert was sounded in
the areas surrounding Ma-
cherla in Guntur district of
Andhra Pradesh as at least
four persons, who are part
of a group that took part in a
congregation at Tablighi
Markaz at Nizamuddin,
were tested positive for CO-
VID-19. 

One more positive case
was traced at Karempudi vil-

lage and all the "ve have
been linked to the meeting
held at Nizamuddin.

The entire Macherla town
has been declared a contain-
ment zone, and barricades
have been erected to pre-
vent people from moving
from one place to another. 

“We have declared the
entire Macherla town and
Karempudi villages as red
zones,” said Superintendent
of Police Ch. Vijaya Rao. 

High alert in Guntur district
Staff Reporter

GUNTUR

About 1,500 people from
Karnataka may have at-
tended the Tablighi Jamaat
in Nizamuddin. Of these,
the State has been able to
trace 800 people and 143
of them have been found to
be symptomatic.

Jawaid Akhtar, Addition-
al Chief Secretary, said the
Centre had sent the list of
1,500 people to the State.
“We cannot say if all these
attended the congregation.
Some of them may have at-
tended and some may be
the contacts of those who
attended.”

Stating that the depart-
ment was working on iden-
tifying the number of peo-
ple who attended the
congregation from Karna-
taka, Mr. Akhtar said: “We
had issued a public noti"-
cation on Tuesday appeal-
ing to those who attended
the meet to report to the
department.” 

‘Nearly 1,500
attended from
Karnataka’ 
Afshan Yasmeen

Bengaluru

IISc. researchers building
ventilator prototype
BENGALURU

As India races to overcome
the possibility of a shortage
of ventilators in its battle
against COVID-19, a team of
engineers at the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc.) is
building a prototype of an
electro-mechanical ventilator
from scratch, using only
components found or made
in India. It is expected to be
ready within the next few
weeks. The project is aimed
at countering the challenge
of manufacturers being
unable to source key
components from abroad due
to the current disruption in
global supply chains.

IN BRIEF

One dead, 4 hospitalised
after consuming sanitiser 
WEST GODAVARI

A youth died and four others
were hospitalised after they
reportedly consumed a
sanitiser chemical as liquor
shops were closed owing to
the lockdown in West
Godavari district of Andhra
Pradesh. The deceased has
been identified as D. Naveen
Murthy Raju, 20. Four others
were admitted to various
private hospitals and their
condition is stated to be
critical. “The victims were
addicted to alcohol. A case
has been registered,” the
police said.

No ‘Vishukani’ for
devotees at Guruvayur 
THRISSUR

Against the backdrop of
COVID-19, the Sreekrishna
temple in Guruvayur will
conduct Vishu celebrations
with rituals alone. Devotees
will not be allowed to witness
the ‘Vishukani’ this time.
’Vishukani’ will be unveiled
for half an hour from 2.30
a.m. on April 14. Only temple
officials, workers, and
management committee
members will attend the
ritual. The Vishu Namaskaram
in the afternoon too will be
held with just rituals.
Thousands of devotees used
to witness the ‘Vishukani’ at
the temple every year.

Now, Rythu Bazaar is 
just a call away
HYDERABAD

To help people remain in their
houses during the lockdown
imposed to prevent the
spread of COVID-19, the
Telangana government has
arranged mobile Rythu Bazars
on call for residential
colonies, apartments and
apartment complexes.
Residents can dial
7330733212 to register their
locality or apartment name
for the arrival of mobile
Rythu Bazaar, Minister for
Agriculture and Marketing S.
Niranjan Reddy said here on
Tuesday. Besides, youth
willing to run mobile Rythu
Bazaars can dial the number
to take up the business. 

A drastic reduction in
non-plan expenditure,
mainly rationalisation of
salary bills of the Kerala
government, is being
seriously explored to
mitigate the impact of the
"scal shock rendered by

COVID-19. The State
Planning Board is
understood to have
discussed a cut in the salary
of government employees
and has concluded that
none should be spared of
the onus of sharing the
impact of the virus
outbreak. 

Sta" may face salary cut
special correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
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A man was arrested in
Mangaluru for allegedly
spreading malicious con-
tent and rumours on social
media against Karnataka
government functionaries
engaged in the work
against COVID-19. He has
been identi"ed as Nizam
alias Neeza.

He was produced before
a local court and remand-
ed to judicial custody on
Tuesday, Police Commis-
sioner P.S. Harsha said in a
tweet.

Nizam has been accused
of spreading malicious
content and rumours
about government func-
tionaries involved in the
anti-pandemic work using
the social media platform
“Idhu namma dhwani”. 

Man held for
spreading
rumours 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mangaluru

Tipplers facing a long dry
phase in view of the CO-
VID-19 lockdown fell prey to
an apparent April Fool’s day
prank on social media — that
liquor outlets would open
for a day on Wednesday —
and thronged a shop in Kar-
nataka’s Gadag town, only
to be driven away later.

People queued up at the
shop on Mulagund Road,
apparently hoping to pur-
chase some liquor, unaware
that it was a prank.

The crowd included wo-
men, youth and senior citi-
zens. 

While queuing in a disci-
plined manner, they failed
to observe social distancing
and stood in close proximity
to each other.

Requesting anonymity, a
person who saw and shot a
video of the incident, said,
“The tipplers were speculat-
ing that the shop would
open on April 1 and a person
stood in the queue. Soon,
others too started following
him. Thus a long queue was
formed but to no avail.” 

He said those in the
queue could be heard curs-
ing the authorities for the
lockdown.

Learning of the incident,
Gadag police personnel
rushed to the spot and
asked the people gathered
to disperse.

Liquor shops in Karnata-
ka have been shut since
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced a lock-
down to prevent the spread
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Tipplers fall prey to
prank in Karnataka
They queued up in front of a shop
Press Trust of India

Bengaluru
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GoI has done away with plan and non 
plan distinction with the setting up of  
NITI Aayog. However state governments 
continue to use it. Find out what comes 
under non plan expenditure. Fiscal 
policy is the policy formulated by the 
government (central/state/local) and is 
associated with the management of  its 
revenue and expenditure. So what is 
fiscal shock? It’s an unprecedented 
increase in expense in parallel with a 
drastic reduction in income.

Mark the desert in your 
atlas. If  you come across 
any region or place 
which you have never 
heard off  immediately 
open your atlas and 
mark them. 
Also underline the water 
bodies surrounding the 
region and make a note 
of  landlocked countries 
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EDITORIAL

Decoding mask use
Opinions of the Health
Ministry and Scienti!c
Adviser di"ering on mask
use (Inside pages,
“Ministry, Scienti!c Adviser
di"er on mask use”, April 1)
signals a fault line that
should not have become
news. The public needs to
know only the consensus.
Masks that people wear,
generally called ‘surgical
masks’ are for blocking a
surgeon’s salivary droplets
from falling on the surgical
!eld of exposed tissue. By
analogy, if people with
cough wear masks, droplet
expulsion is drastically
curtailed. 
When a person who is hale
wears a mask, the chances

of inhaling droplets from
the person in front of you
are also drastically reduced,
not to zero. That is why we
wear masks in tuberculosis
(TB) clinics. By analogy,
anyone who wears a mask
during social interactions
has a much reduced chance
of getting infected. In TB
clinics, both the patient and
the health-care sta" wear
surgical masks. 
It is a good idea now with
prevalent COVID-19, for
people to wear masks while
engaged in activities that
require conversations —
shop sta", cashiers, police,
etc. If medical shops are out
of stock, we can make
make-shift masks. A mask
can be removed and kept,

and re-used the next day by
the same user. The sick
person should safely
discard the mask each day
after use.
When health-care workers
care for patients with
COVID-19, they must wear
N-95 masks and not surgical
masks. You need zero
probability of inhaling the
virus. No compromise is
allowed. Equally important
is goggles that !t
reasonably tightly. You do
not want virus in droplets
or burst droplets falling on
the eye, the exposed part of
which —called conjunctiva
— is mucous membrane,
which is as vulnerable to
virus entry as nasal
mucosa. That is why

personal protective
equipment for “respiratory
precaution” is N-95 masks
and proper goggles or at
least a visor such as what
motor-bikers wear. 
It is incorrect to say that if
people buy surgical masks
there will be a shortage of
N-95 masks, unless you
con#ate the two. It is sad
that for this simple matter
they want WHO guidance.
Remember we are in April;
the problem had started in
January. Let there be no
more disagreements at the
top level. Su$cient
knowledge is available, just
for the asking, in the
country.
Dr. T. Jacob John,

Vellore, Tamil Nadu

migrants had been
entrusted. The unorganised
sector’s contribution has
never been recognised
though it has been
invaluable in several sectors
including the construction
business. While
announcing the abrupt
lockdown the Centre had
probably not envisaged a
crisis of such a high
magnitude involving
migrants. But it would be
ludicrous to believe that
they would have been able
to stay on in their
workspots with income
drying up.
C.V. Aravind,

Bengaluru

Treat them well 
The directive by the
Supreme Court of India to
o$cials handling the
exodus of migrant
labourers is a clear
indictment of the methods
adopted by the
establishment both at the
Centre and the States
concerned to solve the
crisis. (Page 1, “Treat
migrants humanely, SC tells
o$cials”, April 1). If the
images of the spraying of
disinfectants on migrants
are downright appalling,
the sight of thousands of
them being packed like
sardines in godowns and
elsewhere too smacks of
undigni!ed behaviour by
those to whose care these

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

Harsh V. Pant & 

Kartik Bommakanti 

T
he emergence of evidence of
a rise in Indian defence ex-
ports, also accompanied by

a decline in imports, is a welcome
development though the reasons
for both are not identical. Based
on the latest estimates released by
the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI) in the
period between 2009-13 and 2014-
18, Indian defence imports fell
even as exports increased. 

Broadly, two factors appear to
be driving this shift. The !rst is the
‘Make in India’ initiative, as part of
which a number of components
from Indian private and public
sector enterprises have been
prioritised by the government.
The second set of factors is extra-
neous to India in the form of de-
lays in supplying equipment by
vendors and the outright cancella-
tion of contracts by the Indian go-
vernment or at least a diminution
of existing contracts. 

Under the Narendra Modi go-
vernment’s ‘Make in India’ initia-
tive, the Defence Procurement
Procedure (DPP) lays out the
terms, regulations and require-
ments for defence acquisitions as
well as the measures necessary for

building India’s defence industry.
It created a new procurement ca-
tegory in the revised DPP of 2016
dubbed ‘Buy Indian Indigenously
Designed, Developed and Manu-
factured’ (IDDM). The ‘Make’ pro-
cedure has undergone simpli!ca-
tion “earmarking projects not
exceeding ten crores” that are go-
vernment funded and %3 crore for
Micro, Small and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs) that are industry
funded. In addition, the govern-
ment has also introduced provi-
sions in the DPP that make private
industry production agencies and
partners for technology transfers.
Small and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) until 2016 accounted for a
17.5% share of the Indian defence
market. According to government
of India data for the !nancial year
2018-19, the three armed services
for their combined capital and re-
venue expenditures sourced 54%
of their defence equipment from
Indian industry. 

Public sector driven
Among arms producers, India has
four companies among the top
100 biggest arms producers of the
world. It is estimated, according to
SIPRI, their combined sales were
$7.5 billion in 2017, representing a
6.1% jump from 2016. The largest
Indian arms producers are the In-
dian ordnance factories and the
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL), which are placed 37th and
38th, respectively, followed by
Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)
and Bharat Dynamics Limited

(BDL). All four of these companies
are public sector enterprises and
account for the bulk of the domes-
tic armament demand. 

Explaining falling imports
To be sure, not all this growing in-
digenisation and reduction in im-
ports can be attributed to ‘Make in
India’. Indian defence acquisitions
have also fallen due to the cancel-
lation of big-ticket items. Take for
instance the India-Russia joint ven-
ture for the development of the ad-
vanced Su-57 stealth Fifth Genera-
tion Fighter Aircraft (FGFA). India
cancelled involvement in 2018 due
to rising dissatisfaction in delays
with the project as well as the ab-
sence of capabilities that would
be!t a !fth generation !ghter jet.
In 2015, the Modi government also
reduced the size of the original ac-
quisition of 126 Rafale Medium
Multi-Role Combat Aircraft
(MMRCA) from Dassault to 36 air-
craft, which is also responsible for
signi!cantly driving down the im-
port bill. That apart, the delays in
the supplies of T-90 battle tanks,
and Su-30 combat aircraft from

Russia and submarines from
France, in 2009-13 and 2014-18, al-
so depressed imports. 

Further, India’s defence model
faces challenges despite the posi-
tive trends generated by ‘Make in
India’. SMEs still face stunted
growth because India’s defence in-
dustrial model is at odds with glo-
bal trends in that it tends to create
disincentives for the private sec-
tor. Governments, including the
incumbent, have tended to privi-
lege Defence Public Sector Units
(DPSUs) over the private sector,
despite ‘Make in India’. This mo-
del is highly skewed, undermining
the growth of private players and
diminishes the strength of re-
search and development. 

Export trends
Nevertheless, on the exports
front, trends do look promising.
Indeed, the period between 2012
and 2019 saw Indian defence ex-
ports experiencing a considerable
jump sourced from Indian public
and private sector enterprises. In
the last two !scal years, 2017-18
and 2018-19, exports have wit-
nessed a surge from %7,500 crore
to %11,000 crore, representing a
40% increase in exports. While
this initial increase started during
the previous United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government, the
sharpest rise in defence export
products can be attributed to the
measures introduced by the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government under Mr. Modi,
which in 2014, delisted or re-

moved several products that were
restricted from exports. It dis-
pensed with the erstwhile No Ob-
jection Certi!cate (NOC) under the
DPP restricting exports of aeros-
pace products, several dual-use
items and did away with two-
thirds of all products under these
heads. According to the Ministry
of Commerce and the Industry,
Export-Import Data Bank export
of defence items in the aerospace
category has witnessed an in-
crease in value. Small naval crafts
account for the bulk of India’s ma-
jor defence exports. However, ex-
port of ammunition and arms re-
main low. As a percentage of total
Indian trade, defence-related ex-
ports for the !scal years 2017-18
and 2018-19 were 0.8 and 0.73%,
respectively. 

Thus, from a volume and value
standpoint, Indian defence ex-
ports, while showing a promising
upward trend, still remain uncom-
petitive globally. It is likely that In-
dian defence exports will take sev-
eral years before they are
considered attractive by external
buyers. But green shoots are
emerging in a sector that has long
been devoid of any dynamism and
Indian policymakers should make
the most of the opportunities this
represents. 

Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies at the

Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi

and Professor of International Relations

at King’s College London. Kartik

Bommakanti is an Associate Fellow at the

Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi

Still no bullseye, in volume and value 
India’s defence model faces challenges despite the positive trends generated by ‘Make in India’ 
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T
he expert is back in public
discourse. Dismissed until
recently as an enemy, a self-

indulgent blabber, an arrogant
armchair intellectual, he returns
now as a valuable adviser and ally,
someone we cannot do without.
The #amboyant display of igno-
rance has been suspended. Popu-
list leaders who had openly berat-
ed experts, and spoke of their
tyranny, are now singing their
praise. Though forced by the coro-
navirus, this is an extremely wel-
come change. Why? Are experts
blameless or exempt from criti-
cism? Is the criticism of experts
never justi!ed? What is expertise
anyway? 

What is an expert
Humans realised quite early that
an individual cannot lead his life
doing everything by himself. He
must rely on others who occupy
di"erent social roles. But mere di-
vision of labour does not yield a
society of experts. To have the
competence or technique of doing
something is not the same as hav-
ing expertise in it. One may be able
to ride a bicycle or play cricket but
not do either of these well. Exper-
tise comes with doing something
extremely well, which in turn re-
lies on developing more than tech-
nical skills. It comes when skills
are nurtured patiently and con-
stantly honed. Their acquisition is
impossible without continuous,
time-consuming practice and their
growth depends on making mis-
takes and learning from them, and
on listening to constructive criti-
cism by others. Thus, to become
an expert, one must imbibe the
broader culture surrounding good
work. 

This brings me to a preliminary

speci!cation of an expert: she is
not just a role-occupant or bearer
of mere technique but, by invest-
ing time on developing special
skills, by understanding the stan-
dards of excellence in her !eld,
trying to measure up to them and
hoping to raise the bar, she be-
comes a role model for others, an
authority, someone who can teach
others. A person may occupy the
position of a gardener but be-
comes an expert only with expe-
rience, incessant learning, imagi-
native self-improvement and with
the ability to pass on her skills to
others. In short, experts are peo-
ple with special skills and virtues,
with legitimate authority in their
own !eld and the stature to advise
and teach their skills. This distin-
guishes them from non-experts,
from competent fellow-workers
and novices. 

Skills may be primarily learnt
informally or formally. Those
trained informally, working predo-
minantly with their bodies, partic-
ularly their hands, include farm-
ers, gardeners, cooks, carpenters,
potters, mistris, vaidyas and heal-
ers, traditional musicians and dan-
cers. However, the enormous
complexity of contemporary so-
cial and economic life necessitates
that everyone be literate and have
a bare minimum of formal school-
ing. This would have been su$-
cient in the past to make experts
out of them but today this is mere-
ly one enabling condition of exper-
tise. To become experts in some
domains now, long years of formal
training and education are re-
quired. The feature that distin-
guishes modern professionals —
medical doctors, engineers, archi-
tects, lawyers, micro-biologists,
physicists, historians, economists,
sociologists — from their informal-
ly trained counterparts is their
prolonged formal education. In
such domains today, experience is
necessary but not su$cient. 

Denigrating experts
If it is good to have experts in so-
ciety, why have they been deva-

lued recently in public discourse?
Two long-standing reasons come
to mind. First, not long ago, exper-
tise in our society was !rmly be-
lieved to be inherited. But while
shastric knowledge was overva-
lued, the practical knowledge of
the informally trained was deni-
grated. They were not recognised
as experts. However, a contempor-
ary scientist does not genetically
transfer science to his child. Why
then is shastric knowledge a birth-
related privilege of a few brah-
mins? And how many of us ack-
nowledge the expertise of the mali
who tends a beautiful garden?
Why is he less of an expert in his
!eld than a doctor is in his?
Though some change in this mind-
set has occurred, it is not enough.
(For instance, vaidyas, nats and
nartakis were once considered
lowly and socially stigmatised. To-
day’s medical doctors, actors and
dancers are not.) 

In one sense then, an under-
standable disa"ection with the
expert is part of a continuing de-
mocratic revolt against the very
idea of inherited shastric exper-
tise. This revolt will not cease if in-
herited expertise is merely re-
placed by epistemic arrogance, a
sense of superiority stemming
from delusional infallibility. In-
deed, unless experts cultivate the
virtues of humility and corrigibili-
ty in an atmosphere of equality
and solidarity, their relevance will
remain under a cloud. 

A second reason is the easy
translation and transfer of author-
ity from one !eld to another, ena-
bling experts in a few !elds to
wield power and authority over
others. The traditional Brahmin

may have been a shastric expert
but how come this narrow exper-
tise yielded a general social auth-
ority over others? Besides, experts
jealously guarded their knowledge
as a secret and refused transparen-
cy or accountability. A challenge
to such translation and transfer of
authority from one speci!c !eld to
others is justi!ed. So, part of the
blame for the gradual fall of the
expert lies with the historically
transmitted culture surrounding
him. Expertise must be disentan-
gled and rescued from this hierar-
chical culture. 

Education and expertise
However, the real roots of today’s
speci!c problems lie elsewhere, in
the current mindset of the popu-
lace at large. The main trouble
comes paradoxically from the very
condition of general literacy and
education in our society. All of us
are encouraged by our generalised
education to con#ate expertise
with competence and to believe
that knowledge comes easy. In this
age of fast speed, the very idea of
patient learning is severely threa-
tened. For quick !xers, skill acqui-
sition is a waste of time. If everyth-
ing can be swiftly self-taught, why
bother with experts who slog. Just
consider the recent trend to self-
medicate. The situation is worse in
the social sciences and humani-
ties. I am astounded by the gump-
tion of super-con!dent, self-styled
‘historians’ or pop statisticians
who, without an iota of doubt,
claim to know the past or the res-
pective percentage of minorities in
the overall Indian population. This
is independence and equality
gone berserk. 

This problem is exacerbated by
Wikipedia, Google and WhatsApp.
The Internet allows us to treat ev-
ery information and opinion as
equally true. People simply view
evidence selectively and with pre-
judice, con!rming whatever it is
this they already believe in, disre-
garding all evidence or argument
against it. Abused easily, the Inter-
net turns truth into falsehood and

opinion into dogma. This is mo-
bocracy in the world of the intel-
lect. Everyone has a licence to kill
objective or inter-subjectively vali-
dated knowledge This climate is
hardly conducive to the survival of
experts who seek validation for
their claims. Moreover, it helps the
political and economic exploita-
tion of their di"erence from non-
experts. With the expert’s scrutiny
out of the way, the avaricious cap-
italist can easily sell his well-adver-
tised goods, the wily politician, his
false promises. 

The arrival of COVID-19 has
changed something, at least on te-
levision. Both the Prime Minister
and the Health Minister were re-
cently seen imploring us to shun
‘andh-vishwas’ (blind faith, super-
stition), disregard rumours and
continually fact-check. A good be-
ginning! Doctors from the best
medical colleges are seen provid-
ing scienti!c answers to questions
by laypersons. The word ‘evi-
dence’ is heard frequently. Statisti-
cal data is cited from Johns Hop-
kins University, and Imperial
College London. People seem pas-
sionately interested in research on
vaccines by the best Indian insti-
tutes. Fake news is o$cially having
a bad time! One Hindi channel
even has a Truth index — what it
calls ‘sacchai ka sensex’. This ‘sac-
chai’, the source of facts and evi-
dence, comes from, guess who?
Experts! One unintended bene!t
then of the current pandemic — if
one looks for a silver lining in our
gloomy world — is the return of
facts, truth and experts. One can
only hope that the restoration of
respect for expertise will not be
con!ned to medical doctors and
researchers but extend to expert
historians, social scientists and so-
cially grounded intellectuals — all
badly needed to check the may-
hem that has followed the announ-
cement of the lockdown and its
dreadful impact on migrant work-
ers. 

Rajeev Bhargava is Professor, Centre for

the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi

The return of the expert 
An unintended bene!t of the pandemic is the return of facts, truth and experts 

Rajeev Bhargava 
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N
izamuddin in Delhi has turned into a large clus-
ter of novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) cases af-
ter a big religious congregation was held in mid-

March by the Tablighi Jamaat at the Alami Markaz Ban-
glewali Masjid. More than 400 people showing
symptoms have been hospitalised in Delhi alone and
nearly 240 have tested positive; at least 10 have died.
The spectre of large-scale community spread by a few
hundred attendees from di"erent States cannot be
ruled out. That the three-day event began on a day
when the Health Ministry said that it did not consider
the novel coronavirus as a health emergency despite 81
cases being reported cannot be an excuse. After all,
WHO had called COVID-19 a pandemic on March 11. The
organisers should have been very much aware that a si-
milar congregation organised by them in Malaysia in
end-February led to a spike in cases there and the atten-
dees had carried the virus to other countries. But the
Delhi government is equally culpable as nothing was
done to stop such a meeting except issuing an order on
March 13 prohibiting the assembly of more than 200 pe-
ople. What prevented the State government from fol-
lowing the Centre’s March 6 advice to States to avoid or
postpone mass gatherings till the pandemic was con-
tained? There have been several such large gatherings,
religious and non-religious, in the country after India
reported its !rst case, beginning with the Namaste
Trump rally in Ahmedabad, to migrants gathering in a
few cities including Delhi a few days ago. Until the lock-
down began, many places of worship were open and
political events held. Each such event could have poten-
tially seeded the virus into the population and should
have therefore been cancelled or prevented. But India
failed despite being aware how global congregations —
some linked to religion — had led to an alarming spread
of the virus, examples being the large outbreaks in
South Korea, Singapore, southern Italy and Spain.

States that already have cases with a link to the Niza-
muddin event should now use the lockdown period to
actively engage in !nding everyone who has attended
the event, trace their contacts, quarantine, test and
treat them without losing time. Both South Korea and
Singapore have demonstrated how meticulous tracing
of contacts of a church event, isolation and aggressive
testing helped prevent the highly infectious virus from
spreading widely in the community. Ideally, the re-
maining period of the shutdown should be used to ex-
pand the testing to at least limited community level to
!nd every suspected case linked to the attendee. The
last thing that India can a"ord in the war against the vi-
rus is the disease acquiring a religious or class colour.
Community leaders have been irresponsible, but those
in the government have been lax too. 

Beyond the blame game
India must use the lockdown for full contact

tracing, especially after the Nizamuddin scare 

T
here are two aspects to the Supreme Court’s li-
mited intervention in response to the humanitar-
ian crisis set o" by the exodus of migrant work-

ers, following the announcement of a country-wide
lockdown. In a brief order, the highlight of which is its
full endorsement of the Centre’s response to the pan-
demic, the Court has, !rst, underscored the need for
kindness by the police and the authorities in the way
they treat the workers and their families. Second, it has
uncritically accepted the o$cial narrative that “fake
news” about the duration of the lockdown being “three
months” caused a panic reaction from migrant workers
across States. In the light of this !nding — if it can be de-
scribed thus — the Court has chosen to “direct the me-
dia to refer to and publish the o$cial version about the
developments”, with a disclaimer that it does not in-
tend to interfere with the free discussion about the pan-
demic. It has noted an o"er from the Solicitor-General
to bring out a daily bulletin to clear people’s doubts. It
recorded its expectation that the media, including so-
cial media, would “maintain a strong sense of responsi-
bility and ensure that unveri!ed news capable of caus-
ing panic is not disseminated”. Signi!cantly, the order
#ags the penal provisions in the law for punishing those
who disseminate information amounting to false alarm
or disobedience to a public servant’s instructions.

It would be an exaggeration if anyone sees in this di-
rection or appeal to the media for responsible journal-
ism any attempt at censorship, but it is disappointing
that the Court !nds credible the government’s claim
about “fake news” being the main factor behind the ex-
odus. It was quite obvious that the short notice of just
four hours for the lockdown to take e"ect, the lack of
planning and coordination with the States, the fears of
the people about being left without cash and running
out of food, and worries about their families back home
were the principal reasons. A welcome feature of the
Court’s approach is that it did not concede the govern-
ment’s ill-advised request for a direction to restrain the
media from reporting or publishing “anything” without
ascertaining the factual position from the government.
Implicit in this prayer was an attempt to control infor-
mation, the very antithesis of the current need for the
government to ensure proactive disclosure and dissem-
ination of accurate data. To an extent, the Court’s res-
traint is understandable; as, dealing with a pandemic,
be it in the form of framing a strategy for prevention
and treatment, or limiting its devastating economic fal-
lout, is primarily the duty of the executive. However, as
it has chosen to examine the humanitarian dimension
to the crisis, it would be in the !tness of things if it asked
more searching questions of the government and en-
sured greater accountability in these distressing times.

Uncritical endorsement
SC must ask more probing questions on the

way the government is handling the pandemic


























































































































Vi Pg

Except the name of  political 
parties the above article is 
very important. Make a note 
of  it under the title Indian 
Defence.

Public health is the responsibility of  
Individual 1.
Government  2.
Judiciary  3.
Legislature 4.

What do you think? Elaborate your answer 
with points taken from the articles in this 
page.
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(The issue of April 2, 1920 is not available)
Some interesting archaeological discoveries
have been made in the most thickly populat-
ed parts of the old city of Poona. The Pesh-
wa’s Wada in Saniberpeth which once con-
tained the palace of Brahmin Peshwas who
were de facto heads of the Maratha confede-
racy in India in the 19th century still stands
there surrounded by high walls on all sides.
Since the burning down of the palace build-
ings within the walls in the year 1840, it was
converted into a parade ground for the pol-
ice and mud huts were constructed within
the walls to accommodate the city police.
Some 30 to 40 years after the !re the Police
lines were abandoned and a Court building
was erected on the plinth of the old palace
and is used as such even now. Almost a year
back, the place attracted the attention of Sir
George Lloyd, Governor of Bombay who
evinced a personal interest in the matter and
invited the Viceroy to inspect the place. The
latter sanctioned Rs. 5,000 for clearing and
removing the debris. The Archaeological De-
partment took work in hand and as a result
of it, an elaborately laid out garden has been
discovered all round the plinth of the palace.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 6, 1920

Discoveries in Poona

The attack by the SARS-CoV-2 virus
has highlighted, once again, both the
bad shape of the Indian economy
and the precariousness in the lives of
millions of people. Citizens have
been ordered to stay in their homes
to prevent the pandemic. But many
have no homes. They are being
urged to wash their hands frequent-
ly, when many do not have access to
enough clean water to drink. The pu-
blic health system is woefully inadeq-
uate. GDP growth rates may have
been good for sometime. But many
systems in the country are fragile. 

National planning, by whatever
name it is called (Planning Commis-
sion or NITI Aayog), has failed to pro-
duce all-round development of In-
dia’s economy so far. An all-round
plan for recovery from the pandemic
is required. As Einstein said, “you
cannot solve intractable problems
with the same thinking that pro-
duced the problems”. Therefore, it is
time to consider the weakness in In-
dia’s national planning. 

Any planning institution in a fed-
eral and democratic system faces
two basic challenges when it comes
to performing a long-term role — a
constitutional challenge, and the
challenge of competence.

The constitutional question
The fundamental issues a national
plan must address, such as the condi-
tion of the environment, the shape of
the economy, and pace of human de-
velopment, need consistent action
over decades. Therefore, policies
must continue beyond the terms of
governments that change in shorter
spans in electoral democracies. Mo-
reover, if the planning body does not
have constitutional status indepen-
dent from that of the government, it
will be forced to bend to the will of
the latter. Planning in China does not
face this disruption. 

Short-termism in policymaking is
a weakness of electoral democracies
everywhere, as citizens of California
have realised. California is su"ering
from great environmental stress. Its

vaunted public education system has
been underfunded for years. A group
of concerned citizens in California,
convened by the Berggruen Institute,
formed a Think Long Committee.
They studied the systems of gover-
nance in many countries and exa-
mined how long-term planning !ts in
them. China, whose remarkable eco-
nomic progress can provide some
lessons for planners everywhere, re-
ceived special attention. With their
insights, they have proposed a few
changes to constitutional structures
in California. 

Debates have begun amongst eco-
nomists about the ine#cacy of long-
term planning in India and the per-
formance of NITI Aayog. They say
that planning is weak when planners
do not have the powers to allocate
money for national priorities, which
NITI Aayog does not have. They for-
get that the Planning Commission
had such powers and yet was consi-
dered ine"ective in bringing about
all-round progress. 

Moreover, they glide over consti-
tutional issues in granting powers to
institutions that allocate public mo-
ney in democracies. A fundamental
principle of democratic governance
is that the power to allocate public
money must be supervised by elect-
ed representatives. Therefore, a
planning body that allocates money
must be backed by a constitutional
charter, and also accountable to Par-
liament. 

India’s national planning process
must address the constitutional rela-
tionship between the Centre and the
States. In India’s constitutional struc-

ture, elected governments in the
States are accountable to the people.
They are expected to improve hu-
man development, create infrastruc-
ture, and make it easy to do business
in the State. They must manage their
!nancial resources e#ciently and ba-
lance their budgets. Constitutionally
established Finance Commissions
determine the sharing of Centrally
raised resources with the States.
What then is the role of a national
planning commission?

Indeed, this was the question that
several State Chief Ministers had
raised during the UPA-II period.

States who were becoming self-
su#cient in their resources ques-
tioned the value they were getting
from their interactions with the Plan-
ning Commission. They said the
Commission was out of touch with
their ground realities and had little
experience of how to get things done
to produce outcomes. Moreover, it
was becoming apparent that the mo-
del based on which the Commission
seemed to been forming its advice
was inadequate. 

Need for competence
Whether a planning institution allo-
cates money, or advises others how
to, it must have the necessary com-
petence. A national planning institu-
tion must guide all-round progress. It
must assist in achieving not just fas-
ter GDP growth, but also more social-
ly inclusive, and more environmen-
tally sustainable growth. For this, it
needs a good model in which societal
and environmental forces are within
the model. Economists who have

been advising policymakers do not
have comprehensive models of so-
cio-environmental systems. Their
models are inadequate even to ex-
plain economic growth, because
they have not incorporated the impli-
cations of economic growth on in-
equality, for example, which has be-
come a contentious issue. 

An economy is a complex system,
which sits within an even larger and
more complex system of human so-
ciety and the natural environment.
The globalisation agenda has been
driven by an economic agenda, with
policies promoting global trade and
!nance to maximise global economic
output. It has paid too little attention
to the impact of the ‘GDP agenda’ on
the well-being of communities where
employment declines when produc-
tion moves to lower cost sources el-
sewhere. Or to the total environmen-
tal impact of global supply chains.
Now the system is reacting and stall-
ing globalisation.

A feature of complex systems, in
which all the parts are connected, is
that the system cannot be healthy if
any part becomes very sick — even if
the others are in robust health. Even
if all other organs in a human body
are functioning, if one fails, the
whole body dies. Therefore, a
healthy global system must help its
weaker members to become stron-
ger. Another feature of complex sys-
tems with many interacting forces is
that the forces combine in unique
ways in di"erent parts of the system.
For example, the conditions of liveli-
hoods, the natural environment, and
infrastructure, combine in di"erent
ways in di"erent localities and
States. Therefore, systems solutions
must be local too. 

These insights into systems struc-
tures, as well as considerations of de-
mocratic governance in which gover-
nance should be devolved to national
governments, and, within them, to
State governments, and even to the
third tier of city and district gover-
nance, have implications for the role
and competencies of a national plan-
ning institution for India. It must be a
systems reformer, not fund allocator.
And a force for persuasion, not con-
trol centre. Because its role must be
to promote local systems solutions to
national problems.

Arun Maira is a former member of the
Planning Commission

A planning institution must be a systems reformer and a force of persuasion, not just a control centre 

Thinking national, acting local

Arun Maira 
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The global economy, grappling with the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, is now facing an energy
war, with crude oil prices crashing in the in-
ternational market. Crude oil prices tanked,
as the Organization of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC) and its alliance partn-
ers failed to reach any consensus on cutting
back production to levels that would enable
prices to remain stable. The U.S., as the lar-
gest oil producer today, has stayed away
from the OPEC-plus arrangement, hoping
that production cuts by OPEC-plus countries
will help it increase its market share. 

Russia refused any production cuts, un-
leashing an energy war with Saudi Arabia.
There has been a spectacular fall of around
30% in crude oil prices. The International
Energy Agency (IEA) has scaled down global
demand for oil, a move not taken by the
energy watchdog since 2009. Demand for oil
had already weakened owing to the global
economic slowdown, and this weakening
has become more pronounced due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, which has hit China’s
economy and reduced consumption by the
world’s largest importer. 

Russia’s decision to reject any production
cuts is driven directly by its strategy of deny-
ing market share to American shale oil pro-
ducers. The latter rely on higher prices in the
range of $50-$60 to remain pro!table be-
cause of higher production costs. At $31 per
barrel, not more than !ve American shale oil
producers can remain pro!table. 

Sanctions on Rosneft
Russia also remains resentful of sanctions
imposed on Rosneft, which is building the
gas pipeline project Nord Stream 2 across
the Baltic Sea, carrying Siberian gas to Ger-
many, a major consumer. This pipeline was
delayed due to opposition from Denmark’s
environmental activists and could not be
completed before the U.S. sanctions kicked
in. Moscow has accused Washington of using
geopolitical tools for commercial reasons.

Russia had promised to retaliate at a time
of its own choosing. The energy war over
prices is Russia’s revenge, to cripple the
American shale oil industry. President Do-
nald Trump has scrambled to put together a
rescue package for the shale oil companies.
Russia is also signaling to Saudi Arabia that

its American patrons can do little to protect
its oil interests and it would be prudent for
Saudi Arabia to reach some understanding
with Russia. Both Saudi Arabia and Russia
depend heavily on oil revenues — upwards of
80% of export revenues accrue from crude
oil. Both are also !ghting to retain market
share. It has been reported that Saudi Arabia
has agreed to supply crude oil at lower rates
to re!ners in India and China, two primary
customers, but refused to supply to other re-
!ners in Asia. This will impact on India’s oil
procurement from the U.S..

Bene!t to importing countries
Lower crude oil prices are not necessarily
bad news for oil importing countries like In-
dia, which is the world’s third-largest impor-
ter of crude oil and the fourth largest impor-
ter of LNG. There are, however, collateral
adverse consequences like the battering of
the stock markets worldwide. The global
economy, already impacted by President Do-
nald Trump’s trade war with China and oth-
er countries, including India, and the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, may !nd lower energy
costs helpful in overall growth. 

From a high of $147 per barrel in 2008,
crude oil prices have fallen to around $24
per barrel and may even go further south-
wards. India, with 80% of its energy require-
ments met by imports from the international
market, stands to save $10,700 crores for ev-
ery $1 drop in prices. While this may help
manage the current account de!cit, !scal
de!cit and in%ation, there are non-oil related
collateral factors that can cause countervail-
ing adverse economic impact. 

There is no doubt that India will bene!t
from lower oil prices, if the cost of fuel at the
pump is passed on to consumers. It will re-
duce transportation costs and boost de-
mand. The consumer, however, may not be-
ne!t much since the government may
choose to use this !nancial windfall for other
purposes, like bailing out banks which have
been hollowed out by NPAs to leading Indian
companies.

Can Russia and Saudi Arabia sustain the
energy war for long? Unlikely. Saudi Arabia’s
production cost is the cheapest in the world
and it can ramp up production to around 12
million barrels a day. By o"ering discounts, it
can undercut other producers, including
Russia. Domestic considerations also matter. 

Meanwhile, oil importing countries, like
India, can enjoy a breather and cushion the
adverse impact of COVID-19 and other
factors.

The author is a former Ambassador and Secretary in
the Ministry of External A!airs. Views are personal

The battle to set oil prices
Russia’s move to reject production cuts is driven by its
strategy of denying market share to U.S. shale producers

Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty 

Success in conquering SARS-CoV-2 is
best de!ned in terms of ensuring that
there is no community spread. The
nature and scale of the e"ort calls for
fresh thinking, as it reverses esta-
blished approaches. The messaging
from the Central and State govern-
ments must bring this out, and not
leave it to the local bureaucracy and
police to interpret as a curfew.

The Prime Minister has taken a
bold political decision. However, In-
dia faces an unprecedented imple-
mentation challenge and must com-
bine the lockdown with community
involvement, and technology-based
interventions.

Wuhan provides lessons, but not a
template. The United States, Euro-
pean countries and even Singapore
have not instituted a complete lock-
down. Their focus is on those who
need hospitalisation. Earlier, China
relied extensively on technological
tools to enforce the lockdown. India’s
comparative advantage lies in the
fact that the District Magistrate has
the legitimacy and authority to mo-
bilise the local population. Changing
public behaviour, from one de!ned
by panic and anxiety to one charac-
terised by acceptance will not be ea-
sy without community involvement. 

Catching them early
The key takeaway from the expe-
rience of Wuhan is quite obvious but
the devil, as always, is in the detail.
Dr. Zhong Nanshan, a leading epide-
miologist, emphasised a few “earlys”
— early protection, early detection,
early diagnosis, and early isolation.
The goal of the lockdown should not
just be to keep the people indoors
but to ensure that patients with
symptoms are hospitalised and not
just placed under home isolation, to
make sure that the virus does not
spread to the members of the infect-
ed individual’s family. 

Second, we need all the support
we can mobilise from the healthcare
workers. In Hubei, some 42,600
healthcare workers from all over Chi-
na were deputed. Among them,
19,000 were from the critical care de-
partment, which was 10% of the
country’s ICU doctors. 

The spread of the virus also pro-

vides important lessons, in view of
the migration patterns in the coun-
try. Around !ve million people left
Hubei to other parts of China to cele-
brate the New Year just prior to the
lockdown of Wuhan on January 23.
Thereafter, the number of con!rmed
cases doubled every three days and
the numbers reached 30,000 cases
in a fortnight, by February 9. The
spread peaked at 70,000 cases on Fe-
bruary 16. 

The experience of Wuhan, a city of
11 million, is relevant for our hot-
spots. The city was shut down on Ja-
nuary 23. Residential complexes
were sealed-o" on February 8, and
transport was put o" the roads. With
intensive testing, next week, Wuhan
registered over 15,000 positive cases
in a single day. In response, more
than 20,000 health workers were de-
puted from outside, providing free
testing and putting the infected peo-
ple in quarantine. Doorstep delivery
of essential supplies was ensured,
with residential complexes monitor-
ing body temperatures. A telephone-
based app reported the vitals. Four
weeks after the lockdown, the num-
ber of new cases drastically dropped.
This is an optimum strategy for our
hotspots. 

The media, especially local media,
should be encouraged to highlight
successful and replicable community
action to build public con!dence.
District Control Room numbers for
each local area to communicate all
concerns must be widely announced,
including by the health workers and
NGOs.

Infectious disease is in the Concur-
rent List and the Government of In-
dia has invoked the National Disaster
Management Act, devolving the na-
tional duty onto District Magistrates.
While the Army and the police forces
are ‘deployed’, the District Magis-
trate has to identify, bring together
the needed resources and ‘impro-
vise’. They would require real-time
sharing of emerging good practices
by the Central Government, and
even hand-holding, to avoid a demo-
netisation like outcome.

Mukul Sanwal is a retired diplomat and was

recently in Wuhan on an o"cial invite

Lessons from Hubei

A lockdown, followed by aggressive screening
testing and hospitalisation, brought results

Mukul Sanwal A U.S. engineer, Mr. J.D. Edmonds of West-
ern Knapp Engineering Company, the U.S.
consultants of the Rs. 90-crore public sector
project, Hindustan Copper in Khetri, Rajas-
than, was summoned by the project author-
ities to carry out an emergency job recently.
But when he arrived in India, he discovered
that his visit was unnecessary since the job
had been accomplished already by Indian
engineers. The project authorities, it is
learnt, had failed to inform him that he need
not come even after the Union Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals, Mines and Metals
had disapproved of their decision to sum-
mon the U.S. engineer, and assigned the job
to Indians. The result was that Mr. Edmonds
found there was nothing for him to do, but
to return to the United States. What is even
more surprising is that the other consultants
of Hindustan Copper, Vendt Plc of France,
who were also asked to depute their experts,
had a better understanding of the nature of
the emergency job than the project authori-
ties. This has caused considerable embar-
rassment to the Department of Mines and
Minerals. This is cited as one of the many in-
stances of public sector undertakings to
summon foreign experts without taking the
trouble to !nd out whether it is necessary.

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 2, 1970

Unnecessary visit by foreign expert 
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Plain Read

Another very important article make a note of  it under 
the head trade wars. Under that write sub topic 1. 
Saudi RUSSIA Oil war. Always remember whenever 
supply is more than demand prices will drop. This is 
what has happened to the crude oil prices. Saudi has 
done this to eliminate the competition from shale gas 
producers based out off  USA. It is good news for India 
as the import bill will reduce. By raising the duty the 
government has not passed on the benefit to the Indian 
consumer. Why do you think the government has not 
reduced the price of  petroleum and diesel even though 
crude oil prices are at an all time low?
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and earlier to communicate
the restriction on gathering
of over 50 people. “We have
got to know from the media
that there is an FIR. But we
haven’t got a copy of the
FIR. We are ready to cooper-
ate with the police if they
summon us or if they come
to us,” Fuzail Ahmad Ayyu-
bi, advocate for the centre,
said. 

“The authorities have
sanitised the Markaz and
closed it. We have o!ered it
to be used as a quarantine
facility, but it is up to them,”
he said. 

The Delhi police said Maula-
na Saad, the head of the
centre, remained untracea-
ble. He has been charged
with defying restrictions on
gatherings. Thousands had
gathered at the centre and
dispersed between March 13
and March 24 when the na-
tionwide lockdown came in-
to force. Those who re-
mained at the centre could
not leave as all transport fa-
cilities came to a halt. 

A senior police o"cer
said personnel from the lo-
cal police station had visited
the building on March 23

Tablighi Jamaat
headquarters evacuated

Health Secretary said. 
The department had ear-

lier mentioned that 1,500
persons had travelled to Ni-
zamuddin from TN and it
was a “dynamic #gure”. It
appeared that around 300
to 400 persons are still in
Delhi, and many of them
have tested positive after
laboratory testing. But the
exact numbers were not
clear, she said. 

“After we made a fervent ap-
peal asking persons who
had attended the confe-
rence to come forward and
report to o"cials, this num-
ber has increased to 1,103
persons. We have admitted
them to isolation wards in
hospitals, and we have lifted
samples from 658 of them
so far. We will test samples
from the remaining persons
in the next 24 hours,” the

110 new cases from Delhi
event emerge in T.N

business or other profes-
sional or vocational reasons
but their parents should ful-
#l any of the conditions pro-
vided”. Another o"cial
said, “All posts that are up to
the rank of junior assistant
and below are open only to
domiciles, the entire non-
gazetted services has been
reserved. Only a few posi-
tions such as police sub-in-
spectors are directly recruit-
ed at a higher level than
junior assistants.” 

The Jammu and Kashmir
State Legislature Members’
Pension Act, 1984, has been
amended by the MHA. It #x-
es the pension for former le-
gislators and councillors at
$75,000 a month.

Changes in PSA
The MHA order has also
made amendments to the
PSA, 1978. It changes the cri-
teria for appointing the PSA
advisory board on the re-
commendation of a search
committee headed by the
Chief Secretary instead of
the Chief Justice of the J&K
High Court. It also bars sit-
ting High Court judges to be
made part of the board
without the Chief justice’s
consultation. The board has
a crucial role to play in re-
lease of detenus. The order
scraps a clause that dealt
with the power to regulate
place and conditions of
detention.

There are 12 States, in-
cluding Himachal Pradesh,
where provisions of special
status under Article 371 ap-
ply. The provisions pertain
to regulation of ownership
and land transfer in order to
conserve the limited re-
sources and to ensure that
the State preserves its un-
ique identity. 

The two constitutional pro-
visions that were withdrawn
— Article 370 and Article
35A — let the legislature de-
cide the “permanent resi-
dents”, prohibiting a non-
J&K resident from buying
property there and ensur-
ing job reservation for its
residents.

On Tuesday, the MHA is-
sued the Jammu and Kash-
mir Reorganisation (Adapta-
tion of State Laws) Order,
2020, through which it
amended 109 laws and re-
pealed 29 laws of the erst-
while State and inserted the
“domicile” clause in the
Jammu and Kashmir Civil
Services Decentralisation
and Recruitment Act, 2010.
The order was issued at
11.07 p.m. Under the 2010
Act, the clause for “perma-
nent resident of the State”
has been substituted by
“Domicile” of the Union
Territory. The Act pertained
to employment in the civil
services, comprising “dis-
trict, divisional and State”
cadre posts. Only perma-
nent residents of J&K were
eligible to apply for the ga-
zetted and non-gazetted
posts. The amendment al-
lows non-domiciles to apply
to these posts.

“Children of Central
Govt. o"cials, All India Ser-
vices, PSUs, autonomous
body of Centre, Public Sec-
tor Banks, o"cials of statu-
tory bodies, Central Univer-
sities, recognised research
institutes of Centre who
have served in J&K for a total
period of 10 years” will be
domiciles.

The domicile status ap-
plies to “children of such re-
sidents of J&K who reside
outside J&K in connection
with their employment or

Centre de!nes J&K
domicile rules 

Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gau-
ba on Wednesday held a vi-
deoconference with the
Chief Secretaries of all the
States a day after the Ta-
blighi Markaz at Nizamuddin
was evacuated and the area
— the latest COVID-19 hot-
spot — put under an intense
lockdown. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is to hold a video call
with all the Chief Ministers

on Thursday. A government
statement said Mr. Gauba
“sensitised” the Chief Secre-
taries that contact tracing of
the congregation attendees
(spread over multiple States)
be undertaken on a war foot-
ing and quarantine proce-
dures enforced.

He also stressed that ma-
ny of the congregation had
violated visa terms.

While appreciating that
on the whole the lockdown
was being implemented

well, he said all the bene#ts
announced by the Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman last week under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-
lyan Yojana be disbursed
within the week.

Supply chain worries have
been top of the mind with
the government allowing
transport of all goods across
various State borders last
week. But Mr. Gauba again
told the Chief Secretaries
that this needed to be

smoothed further and that
manufacture and supply of
goods, especially essential
ones, be maintained across
the States.

India has entered the se-
cond week of a three-week
lockdown over the COVID-19
pandemic. 

On Tuesday, the country
saw its largest spike in CO-
VID-19 positive cases, more
than 200 in over 24 hours, as
the Tablighi Markaz case
came to light. 

Expedite tracing of Tablighi
attendees, Centre tells States 
Enforce quarantine, says govt.; PM to hold video call with Chief Ministers today

Mapping one and all: Participants from Agartala at the Delhi Tablighi meet being taken for tests on Wednesday. * PTI

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Two Left parties slammed
the BJP for allegedly propa-
gating the narrative of “cri-
minalisation and commu-
nalisation” of the Tablighi
Jamaat gathering in Nizam-
muddin, which has
emerged as a hotspot of CO-
VID-19. 

CPI general secretary D.
Raja said, “There is an at-
tempt to make even the #ght
against coronavirus into a
Hindu-Muslim issue. It be-
gan with re-telecast of Ra-
mayan and Mahabharat
and now singling out one
community for the spread
of the virus. A health calam-
ity of gigantic proportions
should not be reduced into a
communal issue.” “This is a
humanitarian disaster and
not a time to rake up reli-
gion in it,” he said. 

‘Bid to divert attention’
The CPI(ML) said the go-
vernment was trying to div-
ert people’s attention from
its by drawing the Hindu-
Muslim binary. “It is clear
that the Central government
had the power and responsi-
bility to screen foreign visi-
tors, and also to issue clear
advisories prohibiting large
gatherings. It failed to do
so,” it said in a statement. 

Till mid-March, the
Centre was denying that CO-
VID-19 represented a health
emergency. Instead of regu-
lating crowds, the BJP was
busy promoting the visit of
U.S. President Donald
Trump and warnings by Op-
position leaders in early Fe-
bruary were ignored, the
party alleged. 

The CPI(ML) also
slammed the Delhi govern-
ment’s decision to #le crimi-
nal charges against the Ta-
blighi Jamaat. “The
gathering was held with the
approval of the Delhi police
[which comes under the Mi-
nistry of Home A!airs] and
the concerned SDM [Sub-Di-
visional Magistrate] o"ce
that falls under the Delhi go-
vernment. If the gathering
was illegal, why did the Del-
hi government not issue an
order stopping it,” it asked. 

Don’t communalise
Tablighi issue: CPI
Not the time to rake up religion: Raja 
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

D. Raja

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday agreed to urgently
hear a petition #led by acti-
vists Harsh Mander and An-
jali Bhardwaj that the decla-
ration of the 21-day national
lockdown without prior in-
formation “precipitated an
unprecedented humanitar-
ian crisis” for migrant work-
ers, resulting in their exodus
to their home towns.

The petition said the lock-
down caused widespread
panic across the country and
led to job loss for millions of
migrant workers. 

It was mentioned by advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan be-
fore a Bench led by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao, which
agreed to take up the plea

when the court assembles
next.

The petition wants the
Centre and States to jointly
and severally ensure pay-
ment of wages/ minimum
wages to migrant workers
within a week, whether em-
ployed by other establish-
ments, contractors or self-
employed. It also sought a di-
rection from the court to the
Central and State govern-
ments to immediately activ-
ate the National and State
Advisory Committees of ex-
perts in the #eld of disaster
management and public
health to deal with COVID-19.

“The order, for which no
prior intimation was given,
created a panic across the
country and led to the in-
stantaneous loss of jobs and

wages of millions of migrant
workers employed in esta-
blishments or self-employed
as street vendors, rickshaw
pullers, domestic house
helps, petty job workers, etc.
This led to the large-scale ex-
odus of migrant workers to

their hometowns,” the plea
said.

The petition said the de-
claration spread panic to
such an extent that “ workers
crowded in large numbers of
many thousands at bus ter-
minals, railway stations, in-
ter-State borders, potentially
exposing them to the virus.” 

Mr. Mander and Ms.
Bhardwaj criticised the Mi-
nistry of Home A!airs com-
munication that employers
should continue to pay the
wages to their workers. They
said the communication
does not take into account
the harsh realities that esta-
blishments that employ mi-
grant workers are mostly
small themselves and can ill-
a!ord to pay their wages dur-
ing a lockdown. 

SC to hear migrant workers’ issue
Lockdown without intimation caused panic and sudden loss of jobs: petitioner

The Centre and the States
should ensure payment of
wages to such workers within
a week, says the petition.

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi wrote to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday to consider pay-
ing advance wages to work-
ers who are registered under
the Mahatma Gandhi Nation-
al Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act (MGNREGA). This
is Ms. Gandhi’s third letter to
Mr. Modi since the announ-
cement of the lockdown. 

Stating that the MGNRE-
GA has been a critical lifeline
for the rural poor during
economic distress, Ms.
Gandhi said, “However, so-

cial distancing norms have
rendered all work unfeasible
during the lockdown. Fur-
thermore, even after the
works commence, the
MGNREGA workers have to
wait for more than a month
to receive wages. Given the

urgency... the government
may consider immediate ad-
vance payment of wages for
21 days to registered and ac-
tive MGNREGA workers.”

The Congress president
suggested that the advance
wages can be adjusted

against the work to be done
after the MGNREGA sites are
opened up for regular work.

Seeks rollback
The party slammed the go-
vernment for reducing the
interest rates on small sav-
ings and the Public Provi-
dent Fund (PPF) amid fear of
income loss because of the
pandemic. 

“In times of acute distress
and uncertainty about in-
come, people depend on the
interest income on their sav-
ings,” former Finance Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram tweet-
ed, demanding a rollback.

‘Pay MGNREGA workers in advance’ 
Job scheme a critical lifeline for the rural poor, says Sonia in third letter to Modi 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Regional parties, including
the recently %oated J&K Ap-
ni Party ( JKAP) that met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently, the National
Conference (NC) and the Pe-
oples Conference (PC), de-
plored the Centre’s move to
bring in new domicile laws
to the Union Territory of
J&K.

“This order is a casual at-
tempt, cosmetic in nature,
to hoodwink the people of
J&K who genuinely believed
that post October 31, 2019,
their rights and privileges in
the matter of employment
and other rights would re-
main as it had been,” JKAP
president Altaf Bukhari
said. He termed it “most un-
fortunate”. 

Mr. Bukhari said the or-
der was totally unaccepta-
ble to his party. “In the mat-
ter of employment-non
-gazetted, gazetted posts in
the service and admissions
to professional colleges, a
tangible legal and constitu-
tional mechanism was sup-
posed to be put in place to
safeguard and protect these
privileges of the people of
J&K, who had been the per-
manent residents. The new
noti#cation regarding domi-
cile rule is not immune to
any judicial review.” 

There were sections of
the order that were antithe-
sis to what was promised by
the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister on the %oor
of Parliament of “a better

domicile law for the resi-
dents of J&K”, he noted and
demanded that it should be
put in abeyance.

‘No protection’
NC vice-president Omar Ab-
dullah said, “At a time when
all our e!orts and attention
should be focused on the
COVID-19 outbreak, the go-
vernment slips in a new
domicile law for J&K. Insult
is heaped on injury when
we see the law o!ers none of
the protections that had
been promised.”

The PC, headed by Sajad
Lone, described the order
“short of expectations even
for those who expected
some reconciliation pro-
cess”. A PC spokesman said,
“The new de#nition of
‘domicile’ is humiliating and
insulting... We had no ex-
pectations but this particu-
lar order has made the dis-
appointment even more
intense. The government of
the day has embarked on an
erroneous path and seems
to be in no mood to rectify
wrongs...” 

Kashmir parties oppose
new domicile laws
Insult is heaped on injury, says Omar 
Special Correspodent

Srinagar

Omar Abdullah

The Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) on Wednes-
day termed the govern-
ment’s decision to cut in-
terest rates on small
savings an “anti-people”
decision that would adver-
sely hit senior citizens.

“This is the second re-
duction in interest rate on
small savings in a span of
less than one year, last be-
ing in June 2019. This will
a!ect #nancially the mass
of the populace, the supe-
rannuated, income-less
several crores of senior citi-
zens, in particular, who
survive mainly on the
meagre return on savings,”
a CITU statement said.

Anti-people
move: CITU
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHIThe issue of the short sup-
ply of essential items made
the headlines after nurses
and doctors sent video mes-
sages to Mr. Modi, urging for
lifesaving devices. However,
at the last weekend, Serbia
purchased medical items
from India, prompting a de-
bate. 

The o"cial, however,
clari#ed that the supplies to
the Serbian government did
not include the prohibited
items. 

Along with the other
countries of the SAARC re-
gion, India has set up the
SAARC-COVID-19 Emergen-
cy Fund for helping the
front-line health workers
with the personal protective

equipment. Mr. Modi took
up similar issues and urged
for a global approach at a vi-
deoconference with G20
leaders. 

The o"cial indicated that
India would be open to hav-
ing the issue discussed at
the United Nations Security
Council. “However, it is a
matter to be taken up by the
members of the Security
Council,” he said. 

The Ministry of External
A!airs has set up a dedicat-
ed wing for communica-
tions with the Indians
abroad, many of whom are
eager to return home. The
wing has so far received
3,300 phone calls and
2,500 emails. 

India welcomes foreign
donations to PM-CARES 

After an emergency Cabinet
meeting on Wednesday, Del-
hi Chief Minister Arvind Kej-
riwal announced that if any-
body loses their life while
serving any COVID-19 pa-
tient, be it sanitation work-
ers, doctors, nurses or any
other sta!, temporary or
permanent, from govern-
ment or private sector, their
next of kin would be given $1
crore as a mark of respect
for their service.

Mr. Kejriwal announced
the honorary compensation
while holding a video confe-
rence with Delhi govern-
ment’s medical sta! on CO-
VID-19 duty. He said the

scheme, which had been
created for the families of
soldiers from the national
capital who were martyred,
had now been extended to
include medical sta! who
were on the front line #ght-
ing the virus, putting their
lives at risk, to save others.

“Your contribution is no
less than a soldier’s... if any
healthcare personnel, in-
cluding government or priv-
ate doctor, nurse and sanita-
tion worker, dies while
serving coronavirus pa-
tients, the government will
give $1 crore for their fami-
lies,” he said. The CM
thanked the medical sta! on
behalf of the people of Delhi
and across India

Kejriwal lauds their contribution

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

!1 crore to kin of sta"
who die #ghting virus

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) registered a
case on Wednesday to probe
the terror attack at a gurd-
wara in Kabul last week, in
which 27 Sikh worshippers,
including an Indian, was
killed.

Muhammed Muhsin, a 29-
year-old man from Kerala’s
Kasaragod, is suspected to
be one of the three attack-
ers. A senior o"cial said
there were indications that

more than one Indian could
have been involved in the at-
tack. Also a suspect is Sajid
Kuthirummal, a shopkeeper
from Kasaragod, part of the
group of 21 men and women
that left India in 2016 to join
the Islamic State in Khora-
san Province (ISKP) in Af-
ghanistan. 

While Muhsin was not
part of the group, he last
spoke to his mother nine
months ago. He moved to
Dubai in 2018, and the fami-
ly did not inform the police
that he was missing.

This is the #rst instance of
the NIA registering a case for
a terror attack committed
outside India. The NIA Act

was amended last year to
empower the agency to in-
vestigate terror attacks com-
mitted outside India, “a!ect-
ing Indian citizens or
a!ecting the interest of In-
dia”. 

The NIA registered the
case under various sections
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, the Indian
Penal Code and Section 6(8)
of the NIA Act.

About 150 persons were
present in the gurdwara
when the attack took place.
“Proscribed terrorist organi-
sation the Islamic State in
Khorasan Province claimed
the responsibility for this
terror attack,” the NIA said. 

The second
suspect too hails
from Kasaragod 
Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

The hand of another Indian 
is suspected in Kabul attack


























































































































Kerala is known for its high 
literacy rate and high HDI. 
However off  late Kerala has also 
gained notoriety as a hot spot for 
terrorist recruitment. What do 
you think is the reason for this 
and what measures will you take 
as the district superintendent of  
police?

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, earlier 
known as the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act was passed on 7th 
September 2005 to augment employment generation and social security in 
India. It covers all districts of  India except the ones with 100% urban 
population. 
 
As per the latest announcement made  by the Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on March 26th, 2020, the workers under the MGNREGA would get a 
hike of  Rs. 2000 each on an average. It was also announced that three crore 
senior citizens, persons with disabilities and widows will get one-time 
additional amount of  Rs 1,000 in two installments which will be provided 
through DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer) over a period of  three months. This  
announcement was made as an initiative towards the loss caused by the 
Covid-19 outbreak. The 21 days lock down is expected to cost the Indian 
Economy a cost of  around 9 lakh crores.  Funds worth Rs 31,000 crore are also 
to be provided to augment medical testing, screening and providing better 
healthcare facilities  to those who have been affected financially due to the 
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The impact of the lockdown
on arresting the spread of
COVID-19 can be gauged only
after two weeks, government
and independent experts
suggest.

On the evening of March
24, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced a nation-
wide 21-day lockdown to ar-
rest “community transmis-
sion” of the novel
coronavirus, or SAR-CoV-2.
Between March 24 and April
1, the number of COVID-19
positive cases has more than
doubled — from 606 on
March 25 to 1,637 on April 1.
This, however, was slower —
about half the rate of growth
from the week before when
only 151 cases were con-
!rmed on March 18.

The growth in number of
positive cases in India is
slower than in many coun-
tries that are dealing with
the worst of the pandemic.

On March 8, the U.S. record-
ed 541 cases in two days, and
the !gure nearly doubled to
994 cases. In the last week,
however, it has risen by 75%. 

Indonesia, which as on
March 31 had 1,528 cases and
therefore roughly in the
league of India, is also re-
cording a similar growth

rate. It had 686 cases on
March 24 or a little fewer
than half the cases from to-
day. Though it has laws res-
tricting movement, there is
no lockdown.

Government experts and
independent researchers
concur that it is early to esti-
mate the impact of the lock-

down on slowing down the
spread of the virus. “The in-
cubation period of the virus
is 14 days. Therefore, the cas-
es we are seeing are older
cases (from before March
24). So only once these old
cases are discounted can we
judge the impact of the lock-
down. Whatever models and
statisticians say, nobody can
really predict the outcome of
the epidemic,” Raman Gan-
gakhedkar, Chief Scientist,
Indian Council of Medical
Research, and spokesperson
for COVID-19 communica-
tion, said at a press brie!ng.

Sujatha Rao, former Se-
cretary of the Health Minis-
try, tweeted on Tuesday:
“Impact of lockdown can on-
ly be known after April 5. To-
day’s infections are of the sit-
uation two weeks ago.”
However, both of these re-
"ect the extreme outer limit
of the incubation period —
de!ned as the time taken to
contract the virus and an in-

fected person manifesting
symptoms. The World
Health Organization says in-
cubation is commonly !ve
days.

For more testing
Giridhar Babu, an epide-
miologist and physician as-
sociated with the Public
Health Foundation of India,
said it would take a mini-
mum of three weeks and a
lockdown would be useful
only with heightened test-
ing, particularly to catch
those who might be carrying
the virus but were not yet
manifesting symptoms.
“Lockdown alone, without
an increase in !nding the
new cases either through a
syndromic approach or in-
creased rate of testing, is not
enough to break the chain.
Also reviewing of the States
with silent areas [where very
few cases are reported] is im-
portant,” he said in an e-
mail.

It’s too early to detect lockdown impact
As incubation period is 14 days, the cases emerging now are older and they have to be discounted

Jacob Koshy

New Delhi

Empty spaces: A deserted highway near the Akshardham
temple in New Delhi on Wednesday. * R.V. MOORTHY 

Will help stranded
women students: NCW
NEW DELHI

Women students stranded in
different cities away from
their homes due to the
lockdown can contact the
National Commission for
Women (NCW) for help, its
Chairperson Rekha Sharma
said. Ms. Sharma assured
them that the NCW would
work with State governments
to ensure that “help reaches
them”. On Tuesday, Ms.
Sharma held a meeting with
NCW members to discuss the
matter. “Had meeting with
@NCWIndia members and
discussed how we can help
girl students who got
stranded in different cities
and couldn’t go home. Will be
reaching out to universities to
get the details,” Ms. Sharma
said in a tweet. PTI

IN BRIEF

Seven Tablighi Jamaat
members booked in J&K
SRINAGAR

Seven people associated with
Tablighi Jamaat were booked
for hiding their travel history
on Tuesday. The Chairman,
District Disaster Management
Authority, Kathua, ordered
the filing of a FIR against
seven locals who belong to
the Tablighi Jammat for
hiding their travel history.
“These seven people have a
travel history to Nizamuddin
and were hiding the same. All
others not disclosing their
travel history will be booked
soon,” said an official. The
administration also
quarantined the entire escort
of Srinagar Mayor Junaid
Azim Mattu after the brother
of a police personnel tested
positive for COVID-19. 

In a glimmer of hope, more
than 230 people, including a
seven-month-old baby, were
discharged from administra-
tive quarantine centres in
Kashmir on Wednesday after
two weeks. Meanwhile, se-
ven more people tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 in J&K, tak-
ing the total to 62.

Travelling with his wife
and two children, Mudasir
Ahmad Bhat of Sundoo vil-
lage in Kulgam said he was
frightened when he heard
the announcement made on
March 19 as their "ight land-
ed at the Srinagar airport.

Shock news
“It was after eight months
my family and I were return-
ing home from Leh. It took
us time to absorb the an-
nouncement made about
our quarantine. I was not
carrying enough clothes and
blankets. I was worried
about my seven-month-old
son Zaid Mudasir and seven-
year-old daughter. Thankful-
ly, we had a comfortable
stay. Our son became eve-
ryone’s favourite on our dis-
charge day on Wednesday,”
Mr. Bhat told The Hindu.

“We ensured that the ba-
by, for being the youngest in
quarantine, is well fed and
attended on time,” Mir Man-
zoor, Executive Magistrate,
said at Srinagar’s Silver Star
Hotel where 56 people tra-

velling from Leh were qua-
rantined since March 19. “We
have advised all these dis-
charged families to spend
two more weeks in home
quarantine so that the chain
is broken further. None of
the quarantined persons
have tested positive during
their stay,” he said.

An o#cial said 236 people
had been shifted from the
administrative quarantine
centres after successfully
completing their 14-day pe-
riod. 

An o#cial said none of

them showed any symp-
toms. By World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) guide-
lines, many infected people
show symptoms within two
weeks.

“These locals were kept in
well-equipped hotels and go-
vernment accommodations.
They had come from CO-
VID-19-a$ected parts of the
country and overseas,” said
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Srinagar, M. Haneef
Balkhi. “Today, special buses
were provided to them to
reach their districts,” he ad-
ded. Another batch of 370
people will complete their
quarantine on Thursday.

Meanwhile, seven more
patients tested positive for
COVID-19, taking the total
number of cases to 62.

Baby out of quarantine in Srinagar
Seven-month-old boy was among 236 released after compulsory 14-day stay

To freedom: Zaid Mudasir with his mother, Romi Jan, after completing the 14-day quarantine in
Srinagar on Wednesday. * NISSAR AHMAD

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

<> We ensured that
the baby, being the
youngest, was well
fed and attended 

Mir Manzoor

Executive Magistrate 

At least three doctors of dif-
ferent Delhi hospitals and
two doctors from Aam Aad-
mi Mohalla Clinics have test-
ed positive for COVID-19 in
the city, according to o#-
cials. 

But only one of the doc-
tors has been con!rmed to
be infected while treating
patients. 

A resident doctor from
the Biochemistry Depart-
ment of the Safdarjung Hos-
pital tested positive for CO-
VID-19 on March 26,
according to hospital sourc-
es. Her husband, a senior re-
sident doctor in Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel Hospital,
Pusa Road, later tested posi-
tive. He works in the Paedia-
trics Department and they
are residents of south Delhi.

While it is alleged that the
doctor working at the Saf-
darjung Hospital contracted
the infection while treating
COVID-19 patients, the hos-
pital hasn’t con!rmed it. Ac-
cording to sources, she is a
third year postgraduate stu-
dent of the Biochemistry
Department. 

Also, another doctor
working at the Delhi State
Cancer Institute has tested

positive for COVID-19, o#-
cials said on Wednesday.
The hospital has been shut
and is being sanitised. 

“A senior resident from
Delhi State Cancer Institute
has tested positive. His
brother had come back
from the U.K. a few days
back and had met him. We
are looking into the reason
behind his case,” Health Mi-
nister Satyendar Jain said.

Apart from these, earlier
this month, a 49-year-old
male doctor, who works at
an Aam Aadmi Mohalla Clin-
ic (AAMC) tested positive. 

Later the doctor’s wife, a
48-year-old woman, who is
also a doctor at an AAMC,
tested positive for the virus. 

Five Delhi doctors test
positive for COVID-19
One has been con!rmed to be infected 

Staff Reporter

New Delhi 

A view of an Aam Aadmi
Mohalla Clinic in New Delhi.

* SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Indore, the largest and most
populous city of Madhya
Pradesh, bears an over-
whelming burden of 63 of
the 86 COVID-19 cases in the
State. Three persons from
the city, two from Ujjain and
one from Khargone had died
from the illness. A man in
Bhopal had escaped from
quarantine in Indore. 

As many as 19 residents of
Indore tested positive for
COVID-19 on Tuesday night
and 17 earlier during the day,
the steepest spike in cases
on a day, according to the
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
Medical College, Indore. 

The samples of a 65-year-
old man from Khargone,
who died while undergoing
treatment at a private hospi-
tal in Indore on March 29,
tested positive. 

Among the new cases in
Indore, nine patients live at
the same postal address in
Tanzim Nagar. They include
six women aged 45, 21, 30,
36, 23 and 30, two toddlers
aged three and !ve, and a
boy aged eight. A man aged
39 and a woman 66 also
share an address at another
location in Indore. 

“Two men aged 24 and 74
living in one address in In-
dore have a contact history.
They were home quaran-
tined by health o#cials. This
means they may have had
contact with someone posi-
tive within the family,” said
Rahul Rokade of the college.
A woman aged 24 also had
contact history. Most cases
earlier didn’t have a contact
or travel history. 

In addition, said Dr. Ro-
kade, a man aged 22 visited
New Delhi. 

“The rest of the patients
don’t have a travel or con-
tact history.”

Meanwhile, Khargone be-

came the seventh district to
be hit by the outbreak, re-
cording its !rst case. 

“The man from Dhargoan
village in Maheshwar tehsil
of Khargone was admitted to
M.Y. hospital’s chest ward in
Indore on the afternoon of
March 23 with a complaint
of bilateral pneumonia,”
said Dr. Rokade. “He suc-
cumbed to the illness in a
cardiac pulmonary arrest at
6.20 p.m. on March 29.”

The patient’s sample was
taken when he was admitted
in accordance with the gui-
delines, he said. He didn’t
have a travel or contact his-
tory. 

Nine people in same locality
of Indore test positive 
Madhya Pradesh city has recorded 63 COVID-19 cases so far

staff reporter

Bhopal

On the up: The Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Medical College,
Indore, which has reported a spike in cases. * A.M. FARUQUI

Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla on Wednesday wrote
another letter to the States
cautioning that “some
States are allowing excep-
tions beyond what has been
allowed under lockdown
measures by the MHA [Mi-
nistry of Home A$airs].”

Mr. Bhalla said the excep-
tions amounts to violation
of the lockdown measures
under the Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2005 and might
defeat the overall objective
of containing the spread of
COVID-19.

On March 24, when the
21-day lockdown was an-
nounced, the Ministry is-
sued a slew of guidelines to
be followed by the States for
“containment of COVID-19
epidemic”, and asked all
“enforcing authorities to
note that these strict restric-

tions fundamentally relate
to movement of people, but
not to that of essential
goods.”

Minister of State for
Home G. Kishan Reddy con-
tributed a month’s salary to
the Prime Minister-CARE
fund that has been set up to
collect money to tackle the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Mr. Reddy also allocated
%1 crore from his MPLAD
fund to the PM-CARE ac-
count.

States warned
against exemptions
Centre says it violates lockdown 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Ajay Kumar Bhalla

Safety !rst:
(From top):
Women cover
their faces at
ration shops
in Beawar and
Guwahati;
and children
cleaning
hands in
Mumbai on
Wednesday.

* PTI, RITU RAJ

KONWAR &

ARUNANGSU ROY

CHOWDHURY
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Arm’s length

Telecom operators on Wed-
nesday said they had seen a
"attening of demand on
their networks due to va-
rious measures, including
streaming services reducing
the video quality to standard
de!nition (SD). Hence, they
did not require additional
spectrum to maintain quali-
ty of networks amid the 21-
day nationwide lockdown.

“Over the past few days,
the industry, in concert with
actions coordinated with the
DoT, has seen a "attening of
tra#c demand on members’
networks,” Cellular Opera-
tors Association of India
(COAI) director-general Ra-
jan S. Mathews said.

Mr. Mathews added that
some of these actions relat-
ed to streaming services re-
ducing their content from
HD (high de!nition) to SD,

local municipalities working
with operators to bring
sealed towers back on line
and some redistribution of
tra#c on the network,
among other things. 

“We believe there is no
such present need and oper-
ators remain con!dent that
the steps they have taken
presently can maintain the
relatability and quality of
their networks and servic-
es,” he added.

No need for additional spectrum
for now, say telecom operators 
‘A "attening of demand seen due to various measures’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

3 labourers die after
trekking in snow 
SRINAGAR

Three persons died on
Wednesday while walking
through a mountain pass in
Banihal to reach home, in a
bid to avoid the stringent
implementation of lockdown
on the National Highway in
Kashmir. An official said
around seven people, all
labourers, decided to avoid
using the Srinagar-Jammu
Highway to reach Banihal
from Ramban and trekked a
mountain pass full of snow.
Only three managed to reach
home and informed the locals
about four others being
trapped in snow. A rescue
team reached the spot. “One
was declared dead on his
arrival at hospital. Two
succumbed later,” they said.

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Wednesday an-
nounced that the mobile
phones of all those who
have been asked to home
quarantine themselves will
be tracked by the Delhi pol-
ice to keep a check on their
movement. 

Several other countries
have used this technology
to contain the spread of
COVID-19, and that track-
ing mobile phones was one
such way to ensure people
abide by quarantine
norms, he said.

“The government has gi-
ven 14,345 phone numbers
to the Delhi police on Wed-
nesday to track them, in
addition to 11,084 numbers
it had shared on Tuesday.
Strict action would be ta-
ken against those not ad-
hering to the government’s
order on home quaran-
tine,” Mr. Kejriwal said.

‘Phones of
quarantined
to be tracked’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 




























































































































Google national disaster management act 2005 and note it down in points it’s main features 
and goals. It is a very important topic for general studies and questions come every year 
from it so prepare a good essay. 
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NEWS

The Director General of Civil
Aviation on Wednesday al-
lowed airlines to carry cargo
within passenger cabin and
on seats, apart from the air-
craft belly, in order to enable
them to accommodate more
freight in view of the lock-
down and manage cost-e!-
cient operations.

Airlines will have to obtain
permission from the DGCA
and ensure that the cargo is
restrained and will not inter-
fere with emergency evacua-
tion. Aircraft manufacturers
such as Airbus and Boeing al-
low their airplanes to be
used in this manner and
have detailed guidelines to
ensure safety. 

In order to stow consign-
ments on and below passen-
ger seats, airlines will have to

obtain additional permission
“Operations without pas-

sengers and with cargo in the
passenger compartment will
require suitable number of
crew member/ personnel to

survey and access all areas of
the cabin during all phases of
"ight,” says the latest DGCA
advisory. So far, 74 cargo
"ights have been operated in
the past one week by Air In-

dia, Alliance Air, IAF, Pawan
Hans, IndiGo and SpiceJet.
Passenger airlines like Air In-
dia, SpiceJet and IndiGo have
conducted a total of 64
"ights among them.

ion Territories of J&K and La-
dakh, a statement said. 

The IAF’s C-17, C-130,
An-32, AVRO & Dornier air-
craft are being used for the
assistance.

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
has airlifted nearly 25 tonnes
of medical supplies in the
last three days from Delhi,
Surat, and Chandigarh to Ma-
nipur, Nagaland and the Un-

DGCA allows !ights to carry cargo in cabin
Move helps to
meet demand for
more supplies

Essential cargo: IAF aircraft being loaded with medical supplies to be !own to various parts
of the country as part of the assistance to the civil administration. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI

Out of the 40 papers for
Class 10 and 12 board exam-
inations that the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion was forced to put on
hold due to the situation
caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, only papers in 12
key subjects for Class 12 will
be rescheduled. The re-
maining examinations will
not be held, CBSE said in a
statement on Wednesday
evening.

The Board has not an-
nounced fresh dates for the
rescheduled examinations.
Instead, it promised to give
students, schools and all sta-
keholders at least 10 days
notice as and when it is in a
position to hold the exami-
nations again.

Class 10 students had al-
most completed their ex-
ams, with only two subjects
— Information and Commu-
nication Technology, and

Computer Applications — re-
maining. Both of those ex-
ams will not be held now,
and the Board said it would
provide instructions for as-
sessing those students.

For Class 12 students, the
CBSE has said it will resche-
dule papers in 12 subjects:
Business Studies, Geogra-
phy, Hindi (both Elective
and Core), Home Science,
Sociology, Computer
Science (old and new), In-
formatics Practicals (old and
new), Information Technol-
ogy and Biotechnology.

CBSE to give 10 days
notice for fresh exams
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

The Association of Indian
Medical Device Industry
(AiMed) is looking at the
production of 50,000 venti-
lators a month by May, par-
ticularly with companies
such as Maruti Suzuki and
Mahindra & Mahindra com-
mitting support to help
scale up production of med-
ical devices.

“Huge e#orts are being
put to increase medical dev-
ice manufacturing capacity
by the manufacturers ... big
companies like Maruti Suzu-
ki, Mahindra & Mahindra,
Kalyaani, Tata Motors, Hy-
undai, etc. will possibly o#-
er to collaborate with our
members to rapidly scale up
production of ventilators.
The aim is to produce
50,000 ventilators per
month by May,” Rajiv Nath,
forum coordinator at
AiMeD, said.

The press statement is-
sued by the association not-
ed that as per a Brookings
report, the country might
need anywhere between
1,10,000 and 2,20,000 ven-
tilators by May 15 in the
worst-case scenario and the
number of ventilators avail-

able today in the country is
about 57,000. “There is a
pressing need for ventilators
in India and a huge disparity
in their availability in va-
rious States. For instance,
Mumbai has 800 to 1,000
ventilators, while States
such as Tamil Nadu and
Madhya Pradesh have 1,500
and 1,800 respectively. Ben-
galuru has approximately
400 ventilators, whereas
Kerala has 5,000,” the state-
ment said.

AiMeD said seven of its
ten major manufacturers
have con$rmed that the cur-
rent production capacity of
ventilators is 5,500-5,750

pieces per month, com-
pared with production of
about 2,700 units in the pre-
vious month.

SkanRay, the leading ven-
tilator manufacturer, has
created a consortium with
BEL, BHEL and Mahindra &
Mahindra to ramp up pro-
duction from 2,000 units
per month to 5,000 units
per month, and to 30,000
pieces per month by May.

Likewise, AgVa Health-
care has tied up with Maruti
Suzuki to scale up produc-
tion from 400 units per
month to 4,000 units in
April and 10,000 units per
month by May. 

Industry eyes manufacture of
50,000 ventilators a month
Big companies are getting together to ramp up production

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI

Need of the hour: There is a huge disparity in the availability
of ventilators across the country. * AFP

A laboratory under the De-
fence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO)
has made arrangements to
make 20,000 $ve-layered
masks a day and the DRDO
was also engaged in minor
modi$cation of ventilators
so that one machine could
support four patients at a
time, its Chairman Satheesh
Reddy told Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Wednes-
day. 

At a review meeting of the
Ministry held through video-
conferencing, the three Ser-
vice chiefs and other o!cials
too apprised the Minister of
their e#orts, a statement
said. 

Mr. Reddy said that
50,000 litres of sanitisers
made by the DRDO labs were
supplied to various security
entities, including the Delhi
Police and another one lakh
litres distributed all over the
country. “A $ve-layered na-
notechnology mask N99 is
being made on a war footing.
A total of 10,000 have alrea-
dy been made and soon per
day production will be ex-
tended to 20,000,” the state-
ment said.

Chief of the Defence Sta#
Gen. Bipin Rawat said that
separate hospitals have been
identi$ed to exclusively deal
with COVID-19 and more
than 9,000 hospital beds
were available. 

“Over 1,000 evacuees are
quarantined at facilities in
Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Chennai,
Manesar, Hindan and Mum-
bai. Their quarantine period
will end by April 7,” he said.

Besides airlifting tonnes
of medical supplies, regular
airlift of COVID-19 test sam-
ples from Ladakh to Delhi
was being undertaken, stat-
ed Air Chief Marshal R.K.S
Bhadauria. 

Army chief Gen. Manoj

Naravane informed the De-
fence Minister that more
than 8,500 doctors and sup-
port sta# were available to
extend necessary assistance
to the civilian administra-
tion. On providing assistance
to neighbouring countries,
he said that “assistance to
Nepal in the form of medical
equipment will be delivered
shortly”.

Navy chief Admiral Ka-
rambir Singh said naval
ships were on a standby to
extend any assistance.

Retired health profession-
als have been kept in readi-
ness, said Lt. Gen. Anup Ba-
nerji, Director General
Armed Force Medical Servic-
es (AFMS). Approximately,
25,000 National Cadet Corps
(NCC) cadets are being mo-
bilised for local assistance.

DRDO to make "ve-layer masks
It will modify
ventilators to 
raise capacity

Priming the forces: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh conducting
a review via videoconferencing on Wednesday. * PTI

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the Un-
ion and Delhi governments
to respond to a petition for
a direction to ensure fair
and equitable sale and dis-
tribution of masks, hand
sanitisers and liquid soap
among the public to deal
with COVID-19.

A Bench, led by Justice
L. Nageswara Rao, issued
notice to the governments
on the petition $led by the
NGO, Justice For Rights
Foundation, that the prices
of these protective items
had increased manifold. 

The petition said the
noti$cations that the go-
vernment had issued on
the prices of face masks
and hand sanitisers had lit-
tle e#ect. “...even after the
issuance of such noti$ca-
tion and orders, several
chemists throughout the
country have not reduced
the prices or [were not] de-
terred from selling the es-
sential commodities at a
higher price,” the petition
said. It called for guidelines
and a task force to enforce
the price control orders. 

Plea in SC to
ensure fair
sale of goods
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

A seven-year-old boy in
Mizoram has donated his
entire savings of %333 to a
State fund to $ght the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The boy, Rommel Lal-
muangsana, handed over a
polythene bag containing
the amount — mostly coins
and a few currency notes —
over to the village task
force at Kolasib Venglai in
Kolasib district on
Tuesday.

The boy’s gesture drew
the attention of Mizoram
Chief Minister Zoramthan-
ga who tweeted: “May the
good Lord bless you abun-
dantly. You are a hero.”

The boy’s parents were
quoted as saying that he in-
sisted on giving the money
for the $ght against the
pandemic after watching
appeals on television and
social media.

Mizo boy
donates #333
from savings 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati

The National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA)
has received o#ers for more
than 5.38 lakh items, includ-
ing over 1,000 digital ther-
mal scanners and 100 full-
body thermal scanners, in
donation to $ght COVID-19.

As of Wednesday, the do-
nated items included 8,275
N95 masks with exhalation
valves, 43,000 triple-layer
surgical masks, about 230
personal protective coverall
garments, 8,770 face shields
and 2,638 personal protec-
tive goggles that can be used
by doctors.

About 30,000 examina-
tion gloves of large and me-
dium sizes, close to 23,000
Nitrile gloves of various siz-
es, and more than 60,000
bottles of sanitisers of 100
ml and 500 ml packaging

sizes, have also been
donated.

In all, 469 donation re-
quests have been initiated.

Close to one lakh indivi-
duals and more than 4,100
organisations have regis-
tered as volunteers till Wed-
nesday. The volunteers have

come forward to contribute
in the areas of health servic-
es; communication and pu-
blic awareness on the pre-
cautions to be taken;
assistance in producing per-
sonal protection equipment
and o#ering tech-based
solutions.

Masks and thermal scanners
among 5.38 lakh items donated
One lakh people, 4,100 organisations register as volunteers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Screen test: Full-body scanners can depict body
temperatures with colours on a computer monitor. * REUTERS

All the Supreme Court
judges, including Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) Sharad A.
Bobde, have contributed
%50,000 each to the PM-
CARES fund to aid the na-
tion’s $ght against
COVID-19.

Earlier, Justice N.V. Ra-
mana, the senior-most
judge after the CJI, had do-
nated %1 lakh each to the
PM-CARES fund and the
funds of the Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana Chief
Ministers. 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi thanked the judg-
es via Twitter for their “ex-
emplary and inspiring
gesture” to strengthen the
$ght against COVID-19.

Former Chief Justice of
India and former Kerala
Governor P. Sathasivam
has donated %1 lakh to the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter’s Public Relief Fund.

SC judges give
#50,000 each
for relief
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Air India said on Wednesday
that is has taken adequate
measures to protect the
health and safety of its crew.
The statement was in
response to criticism from
pilots’ unions that
complained of poor
precautionary steps taken
by the airline when
operating special "ights to
repatriate foreign citizens
stranded in the country.

“All possible measures
have been taken towards

their health and safety as
the safety of our air crew is
paramount to us at Air
India. Best available
Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) are
procured for our crew
including masks, gloves,
apron, hazmat suits,
sanitisers. Aircraft are
fumigated and disinfected as
per Ministry and
Manufacturers SOP,” said
the statement.

The airline also said that
its doctors were available for
its crew and employees. 

All safety measures being
taken for crew: Air India
STAFF REPORTER

New Delhi
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The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday did not intervene in a
plea for bail $led by Augusta
Westland VVIP chopper
scam accused Christian Mi-
chel James. The accused had
said he was vulnerable to
COVID-19 infection while in
custody as an undertrial.

A Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud asked Michel
to $rst present his bail plea
before the Delhi High Court.
The accused had cited the
recent order passed by the
Supreme Court to de-con-
gest crowded prisons in a
bid to stop infection from
spreading within and from
prisons.

“The agedness and a pre-
existing ill state of health will
make the applicant’s (Mi-
chel) body more susceptible
to the infection than any oth-
er ordinary prisoner with a
normal health condition,”
the plea argued. The CBI
had said that he should not
be given bail as he could in-
"uence witnesses.

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

SC declines to hear Michel’s bail plea

JEE-Advanced postponed
NEW DELHI

IIT Delhi, the organising
institute for the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE-
Advanced) 2020, on
Wednesday announced that it
has postponed the
examination that was
scheduled to be held on May
17. The exam will be
rescheduled after JEE (Main).
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Use these 
types of  
examples 
in GS IV. It 
will show 
that you are 
readin* the 
papers and 
your 
answer is 
original.
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WORLD

The heads of three global
agencies warned on Wed-
nesday of the risk of a world-
wide “food shortage” if auth-
orities fail to manage the
ongoing COVID-19 crisis
properly.

Many governments
around the world have put
their populations on lock-
down causing severe slow-
downs in international trade
and food supply chains. Pan-
ic buying by people going in-
to con!nement has already
demonstrated the fragility of
supply chains as supermar-
ket shelves emptied in many
countries.

“Uncertainty about food
availability can spark a wave
of export restrictions, creat-
ing a shortage on the global
market,” said the joint text
signed by Qu Dongyu, head
of the UN’s Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO),
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, director-general of the
World Health Organization
(WHO) and Roberto Azeve-
do, director of the World
Trade Organization (WTO).

“In the midst of the CO-
VID-19 lockdowns, every ef-
fort must be made to ensure
that trade "ows as freely as
possible, specially to avoid
food shortage(s)” from deve-

loping, they said in their
statement.

“When acting to protect
the health and well-being of
their citizens, countries
should ensure that any
trade-related measures do
not disrupt the food supply
chain,” they added.

U.K.’s highest daily toll
Meanwhile, Britain reported
563 deaths on Wednesday,
the !rst time the national toll
has exceeded 500, bringing
the total fatalities to 2,352,
according to o#cial !gures.
The U.K. government came
under renewed pressure to
ramp up mass testing of
frontline medical sta$ and
the wider community.

In the U.S., President Do-
nald Trump warned of a “ve-
ry painful” two weeks. “This
is going to be a very painful,
a very, very painful two
weeks,” Mr. Trump told a
press conference at the
White House. 

“I want every American to
be prepared for the hard
days that lie ahead,” he said.

Deborah Birx, COVID_19
response coordinator at the
White House, displayed a
chart projecting a range of
100,000 to 240,000 deaths
in the U.S., when current ef-
forts at mitigation are taken
into account.

World could face a food crisis: UN, WTO
White House’s COVID-19 coordinator projects a range of 1,00,000 to 2,40,000 deaths in the U.S.

Agence France-Presse

Paris

An 11-year-old girl has
become Indonesia’s
youngest person to die
after contracting
COVID-19, o#cials said on
Wednesday. The girl, who
was also su$ering from
dengue fever, was
admitted to hospital on
Madura Island o$ the coast
of Java on March 19.

11-year-old
Indonesian
girl dies 
Agence France-Presse

Jakarta

The number of COVID-19
cases in Pakistan
surpassed 2,000 on
Wednesday, indicating an
upward trend. The
government said that 105
new patients tested
positive for the virus in the
last 24 hours, taking the
number of cases to 2,039.

Number of
cases in Pak.
crosses 2,000 
Press Trust of India

Islamabad

Shin Dong Yun, a scientist
from the North Korean Insti-
tute of Virology, rushed to
the northwestern border
with China in early February.
There, he conducted 300
tests, skipping meals to as-
sess a stream of people so
that “the country is protect-
ed from the invasion of the
novel coronavirus”.

Stories like this, carried in
the state-run newspaper Ro-
dong Sinmun, focus atten-
tion on one of the stranger
oddities surrounding the CO-
VID-19 pandemic: How could
North Korea claim to not
have a single coronavirus

case while countries around
the world stagger under the
exploding epidemic?

North Korea has taken
some of the most drastic ac-
tions against the virus and

did so sooner than most oth-
er nations. It sealed its bor-
ders in late January, shutting
o$ business with neighbour-
ing China, which accounts
for nine-tenths of its external

trade. It clamped down on
the smugglers who keep its
thriving uno#cial markets
functioning. It quarantined
all diplomats in Pyongyang
for a month. The totalitarian
state’s singular ability to con-
trol the movement of people
also bolsters its disease-con-
trol e$orts.

But decades of isolation
and international sanctions
have ravaged North Korea’s
public health system.

“You can see immediately
what’s going to happen if you
get a surge of COVID-19 pa-
tients streaming in,” said Dr.
Kee B. Park, a lecturer at Har-
vard Medical School who has
worked alongside North Ko-

Korean Defectors, who said
he heard from his North Ko-
rean contact that a family of
three and an elderly couple
died of the virus in the east
coast city of Chongjin in mid-
March. 

The North’s leader, Kim
Jong-un, is clearly aware of
the threat the virus poses to
his country’s decrepit health
system. Around when Wash-
ington announced February
13 that it would allow corona-
virus-related humanitarian
shipments, North Korea
made a rare request for ur-
gent help from relief groups,
including diagnostic kits, ac-
cording to people familiar
with the matter. NY TIMES

rean doctors to help improve
the country’s health system.
“It will overwhelm the sys-
tem very quickly.”

Lack of testing 
Many observers of North Ko-
rea doubt its claims of not
having any coronavirus cas-
es. But a lack of testing
equipment may mean it liter-
ally has not detected a single
case, said Mr. Park. 

Some accuse North Korea
of hiding an outbreak to pre-
serve order.

“It’s a blatant lie when
they say they have no cases,”
said Seo Jae-pyoung, secre-
tary-general of the Seoul-
based Association of North

North Korea claims no virus case, says it took early drastic steps
Regime has sealed borders and shut o! business with China, but experts question its claim about zero infection 

Stringent measures: Pedestrians in Pyongyang. * AP

Choe Sang-Hun

SEOUL

A powerful trade union of
government doctors in Sri
Lanka has urged authorities
to scale up testing to contain
the spread of COVID-19 cases
within the country. The
number of positive cases re-
ported in Sri Lanka so far is
146.

According to the Govern-
ment Medical O#cer’s Asso-
ciation (GMOA), around 80%
of the patients infected by
SARS_CoV-2 show mild
symptoms. “Hence, there is
the possibility that they will
remain unidenti!ed as car-
riers of the new coronavi-
rus... those who are in close
contact with them too will
go undetected unless they
start showing symptoms. If
tests are carried out, they
can be identi!ed early,” the
GMOA said in a statement
published in the Daily FT. 

Sri Lanka’s state-run Med-
ical Research Institute and
eight other designated
centres are currently con-
ducting COVID-19 tests, ac-
cording to health o#cials. So
far, nearly 2,500 tests have
been conducted in all.

“We are still largely test-
ing only those with suspect-
ed symptoms,” Dr. Nalinda
Herath of the GMOA, which

is also known to be political-
ly in"uential. “We have con-
veyed this to the govern-
ment and hope they will
scale up the tests soon,” he
told The Hindu.

‘Don’t lift curfew’
The GMOA has also suggest-
ed that the government
should not lift the curfew —
which it has been doing in
select districts — pointing to
the higher risk of transmis-
sion on days when people
gather in public places. Sri
Lanka has been on a nation-
wide curfew for over 10 days
now, with the government
partially lifting it in select
districts for a few hours. On
Tuesday, health authorities
reported 21 cases, the high-
est number detected since

the coronavirus outbreak in
Sri Lanka. According to a sit-
uation report released by
the Epidemiology Unit of the
Ministry of Health, Colombo
district has recorded the
highest number of COVID-19
cases in the country — a total
of 32 of the total 146. 

Direct-General of Health
Services Anil Jasinghe said
health authorities were plan-
ning to carry out sample
testing among those in “high
risk groups”. “So far, we
have con!ned testing to
those who are in quarantine
centres, but we want to get
an assessment of the spread
of the virus in the communi-
ty. For this, we plan to start
sample testing shortly,” Dr.
Jasinghe said, according to
media reports.

Number of positive cases reported in Sri Lanka so far is 146 

Meera Srinivasan

COLOMBO 

Combating the virus: A special unit of the Sri Lankan police
patrolling a street during a curfew in Kalutara. * AFP

Sri Lanka needs to scale up
testing, say govt. doctors

Russian leader Vladimir Pu-
tin has decided to handle his
duties remotely, the Krem-
lin said on Wednesday, after
the head of the country’s
main COVID-19-focused hos-
pital tested positive follow-
ing a meeting with the
President.

Denis Protsenko met Mr.
Putin last week as the Rus-
sian leader visited the Kom-

munarka hospital in Mos-
cow. “The President prefers
these days to work remote-
ly,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told journal-
ists, shortly before Mr. Putin
was due to hold a Cabinet
meeting by videoconfe-
rence. 

“We are taking all precau-
tionary measures,” he said,
adding that Mr. Putin was at
the presidential residence in
Novo-Ogaryovo. 

Putin working remotely
after doctor tests positive
Agence France-Presse

Moscow

The COVID-19 death toll in
Spain surged over 9,000 on
Wednesday after a record
864 deaths in 24 hours, with
the number of con!rmed
cases passing the 1,00,000
mark, the government said. 

Spain has the world’s se-
cond-highest death toll after
Italy, with the virus so far
claiming 9,053 lives and the

number of con!rmed cases
reaching 1,02,136.

But on a day-to-day basis,
the rate of new infections
continued its downward
trend, showing an increase
of just over 8.0%, compared
with nearly 11% on Tuesday,
Health Ministry !gures
showed. And the death rate
has also slowed, from 27% a
week ago to 10.5% on Wed-
nesday. 

Spain toll hits 9,053 as
virus cases pass 1,00,000 
Agence France-Presse

Madrid

China reported dwindling
new infections on Wednes-
day and for the !rst time dis-
closed the number of
asymptomatic cases, which
could complicate how
trends in the outbreak are
read.

Almost all of Tuesday’s 36
new cases involved overseas
arrivals , the National Health
Commission said, down
from 48 a day ago, and tak-
ing total infections to 81,554.

But that !gure excludes
130 new su$erers of the dis-
ease who do not show symp-
toms, its statistics showed.

China has decided to de-
vote greater screening to
asymptomatic su$erers and
those in contact with them.
In remarks during a visit to
the eastern province of Zhe-
jiang, President Xi Jinping
urged better management of
symptom-free cases.

As of Tuesday, there were
about 20,000 people under
observation, the commis-

sion said, though they may
not necessarily be carriers.
On Tuesday, 1,367 asympto-
matic cases were under ob-
servation in China, down
from 1,541 the previous day,
the Health Commission said.

Citing classi!ed data, the
South China Morning Post
said China had found more
than 43,000 cases of asymp-
tomatic infection through
contact tracing. Seven
deaths from the virus were
reported on Tuesday, up
from just one a day ago. 

1,367 asymptomatic cases in China
Reuters

BEIJING

Adidas says 'sorry' after
uproar over rent payment
FRANKFURT 

German sportsgear maker
Adidas on Wednesday said it
had made “a mistake” when it
decided not to pay rent on its
shuttered shops in April,
after the move sparked a
widespread outcry. “We made
a mistake. We would like to
apologise. We have paid our
rent,” the firm said. AFP

ELSEWHERE

Welcoming Afghanistan Pre-
sident Ashraf Ghani’s deci-
sion to form a team for intra-
Afghan negotiations that will
include the Taliban, the go-
vernment said this is a “pos-
itive step” for the process of
reconciliation in the
country.

“We view the formation of
the team as a positive step
which would lead to a peace-
ful and stable future for Af-
ghanistan free from the
scourge of externally spon-
sored terrorism,” said a
statement issued by the Mi-
nistry of External A$airs.
The statement followed a
conversation between Exter-
nal A$airs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar and U.S. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo to dis-
cuss cooperation on the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

MEA sources said there
had also been a “discussion

on the situation in Afghanis-
tan”. They said Mr. Pompeo
had condoled with Mr. Jaish-
ankar on the death of an In-
dian national in the March 25
Kabul gurdwara attack, and
both leaders resolved to
keep exchanging notes on
the developing situation.

India’s statement also fol-
lows similar statements by
the UN’s mission in Afghanis-
tan UNAMA, other countries

and even Mr. Ghani’s arch
political rival former Chief
Executive Abdullah Abdul-
lah, that have all hailed his
announcement on March 27
of a 21-member negotiating
team that included !ve wo-
men, to talk to the Taliban.

Although the Taliban re-
jected the announcement in-
itially, claiming that it was
not “inclusive enough”, the
group sent a delegation to

the Bagram Base outside Ka-
bul on Tuesday to talk about
the release of prisoners that
had been decided in the U.S.-
Taliban agreement in
February.

Technical measures
"They (the Taliban delega-
tion) will pursue the issue of
release of the prisoners and
will conduct the necessary
technical measures,” Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah Muja-
hid, tweeted.

The issue of the prisoners
release, including 5,000
held by the government and
1,000 by the Taliban, has
been a sticking point in the
deal, and has meant that in-
tra-Afghan talks planned for
March 12 had to be put o$.

India sent its envoy to wit-
ness the signing of the U.S.-
Taliban deal but has been
cautious in welcoming its
content and sceptical of
dealing with the Taliban. 

India welcomes Ghani’s talk team
Govt. calls Afghan leader’s decision to form a team for dialogue a ‘positive step’

The way forward: A !le photo of Taliban militants at the
Pul-e-Charkhi Jail in Kabul. * AP

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI 

Iran floods leave 21 dead 
TEHRAN

Flooding in Iran caused by
heavy rainfall has left 21
people dead and one missing,
an emergency services
spokesman said on
Wednesday. Mojtaba Khaledi
said that 22 people had also
been injured, with most of
the casualties in southern or
central provinces. He said 11
people had died in Fars
province alone. AFP

U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Tuesday he
was ready to help resolve an
escalating oil price war bet-
ween Russia and Saudi Ara-
bia that has helped push
crude benchmarks to 17-year
lows.

The threat of a global re-
cession triggered by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic had alrea-
dy hammered prices when
Riyadh said last month it
would raise exports after a
production-cut agreement
among top producers
"opped in early March.

On Monday, Saudi Arabia
said it would increase ex-
ports further to a record 10.6
million barrels per day from
May, deepening a global sup-
ply glut as crude recorded its

biggest monthly and quar-
terly price plunges in
history.

Mr. Trump said he had
spoken with his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin
and Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed Bin Salman by
phone with the aim of halt-
ing the slide.

“The two countries are
discussing it. And I am join-

ing at the appropriate time,
if need be,” Trump said. 

Saudi Arabia had been ex-
porting around 7.0 million
barrels per day under an
output reduction agreement
among 24-member produc-
er alliance known as OPEC+,
which included Russia.
OPEC+ failed to reach a deal
on further production cuts
to shore up sagging prices.

Analysts say Riyadh is en-
gaged in a deliberate long-
term strategy to capture
greater market share by
pressuring its high-cost riv-
als. “Saudi policy will not
just drive more expensive
forms of oil production out
of the market; it will also
make it harder for renewa-
ble energy to compete with
fossil fuels,” said Bernard
Haykel, a Saudi expert at
Princeton University.

Riyadh said it would raise exports further after talks failed

Agence France-Presse

Washington

Donald Trump 

Trump says ready to help end
Saudi-Russian oil price war 

Iran warned the U.S. on
Wednesday that it was lead-
ing West Asia to disaster in
the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic after it deployed
Patriot air defence missiles
to Iraq.

Washington had been in
talks with Baghdad about
the proposed deployment
since January but it was not
immediately clear whether
it had secured its approval
or not.

Iran, which wields huge
in"uence in its western
neighbour, said that it had
not.

The U.S. deployment
runs “counter to the o#cial

position of the Iraqi govern-
ment, Parliament and peo-
ple,” a Foreign Ministry
statement said.

It called for a halt to “war-
mongering during the coro-
navirus outbreak” and
warned that U.S. military ac-
tivities in the region could
lead it to “instability and
disaster”.

U.S. forces should “res-
pect the wishes of the Iraqi
people and government and
leave the country,” the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry
added.

The deployment of the
missile system comes after a
spate of rocket attacks on
bases and other facilities
used by US personnel.

Iran warns U.S. after it
deploys ‘Patriot’ to Iraq 
Agence France-Presse

Tehran
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Google WTO and 
UN. Also find out 
about Breton 
Woods 
Institutions. 

The Organization of  the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a permanent, 
intergovernmental organization, created at the Baghdad Conference in 1960, by Iran, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela. It aims to manage the supply of  oil in an 
effort to set the price of  oil in the world market, in order to avoid fluctuations that 
might affect the economies of  both producing and purchasing countries. 
It is headquartered in Vienna, Austria. OPEC membership is open to any country 
that is a substantial exporter of  oil and which shares the ideals of  the 
organization.The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are termed as OPEC 
plus countries. 
OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan and Sudan.
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NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244.80. . . . . . . . -6.50

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1603.20. . . . . . -63.30

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 358.65. . . . . . -20.35

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2051.10. . . . . . . 28.75

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4501.90. . . . . . -89.30

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2219.35. . . . . . . . . 3.55

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421.35. . . . . . -19.55

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302.95. . . . . . -13.95

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2564.85. . . -124.10

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 413.75. . . . . . . . -9.10

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139.45. . . . . . . . -0.60

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3095.00. . . . . . -25.75

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 13001.60. . . . . . -94.30

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.75. . . . . . . . -0.80

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 476.15. . . . . . . . . 0.05

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 413.55. . . . . . -22.85

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1583.50. . . . . . -49.60

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 829.65. . . . . . -32.25

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1639.65. . . . . . . 43.20

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91.65. . . . . . . . -4.05

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2179.65. . . -118.85

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311.15. . . . . . -12.60

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 342.25. . . . . . . . -9.05

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 155.10. . . . . . . . -4.90

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602.80. . . . . . -38.70

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 78.95. . . . . . . . -2.70

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166.40. . . . . . . . -5.30

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143.00. . . . . . . . -3.25

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1181.65. . . -114.40

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 774.35. . . . . . -34.15

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 272.85. . . . . . -12.10

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 4246.35. . . . . . -41.95

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 15654.55. . . -646.05

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81.00. . . . . . . . -3.20

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65.75. . . . . . . . -2.55

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 154.60. . . . . . . . -4.50

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1080.45. . . . . . -33.30

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186.55. . . . . . -10.30

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 16549.65. . . -996.70

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 343.55. . . . . . . . -8.75

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.95. . . . . . . . -3.10

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 266.35. . . . . . . . -3.25

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1708.75. . . -117.35

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 511.20. . . . . . -54.30

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 936.05. . . . . . . . . 2.35

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3140.65. . . -104.20

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305.75. . . . . . -20.75

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62.65. . . . . . . . -2.05

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189.50. . . . . . . . -7.20

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 120.90. . . . . . . . -3.05

market watch

01-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 28,265 ddddddddddddd-4.08 

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 25.17 dddddddddddd10.39

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has announced more
measures to !ght economic
disruptions caused by CO-
VID-19, including extension
of the realisation period of
export proceeds and allow-
ing States to borrow more. 

“Presently, the value of
the goods or software ex-
ports made by exporters is
required to be realised fully
and repatriated to the coun-
try within nine months from
the date of exports. 

“In view of the disruption

caused by the pandemic, the
time period for realisation
and repatriation of export
proceeds for exports made
up to or on July 31, 2020, has
been extended to 15 months
from the date of export,” the
RBI said. The measure will

enable exporters to realise
their receipts, especially
from COVID-19 a"ected
countries, within the extend-
ed period, and also provide
greater #exibility to expor-
ters to negotiate future ex-
port contracts with buyers
abroad.

The central bank has also
formed an advisory commit-
tee to review the ways and

means limit for State govern-
ments and union territories.
Till the panel submits its re-
port, the central bank has in-
creased the ways and means
advances limit by 30% for
States and union territories.

“Pending submission of
the !nal recommendations
by the Committee, it has
been decided to increase the
WMA limit by 30% from the

existing limit for all States/
UTs to enable State govern-
ments to tide over the situa-
tion arising from the out-
break of the COVID-19
pandemic. The revised limits
will come into force with ef-
fect from April 1, 2020 and
will be valid till September
30, 2020, the RBI said. 

The ‘Ways and Means Ad-
vances’ is a scheme that
helps meet mismatches in re-
ceipts and payments of the
government. Under this
scheme, a government can
avail itself of immediate cash
from the RBI. 

The central bank has also
deferred the implementa-
tion of counter cyclical capi-
tal bu"er (CCyB) for banks.

“Based on the review and
empirical analysis of CCyB
indicators, it has been decid-
ed that it is not necessary to
activate CCyB for a period of
one year or earlier, as may be
necessary,” the RBI said. 

RBI relaxes export rules, allows
States and UTs to borrow more
Sets up panel to review ways and means advances limit for States

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

In the interim: Pending submission of the report, RBI has
raised the ways and means advances limit by 30%. * REUTERS

Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collections for March
2020 stood at $97,597 crore,
dropping below the $1 lakh-
crore mark after four
months. 

Gross GST revenue for the
month was 8% lower than
that of March 2019, accord-
ing to Finance Ministry data
released on Wednesday.

For the full !nancial year
2019-20, gross GST collec-
tions grew 4% in comparison
to the previous year.

As the March revenue col-
lections are based on the bu-
siness conducted in Febru-
ary, these !gures do not take
into account the full impact
of COVID-19 and the conse-
quent shutdown of many bu-
siness sectors in India. Ana-
lysts warn that next month’s
revenues are likely to dip
much further.

Although GST revenue
from domestic transactions
dropped 4% in comparison
with March 2019, there was
a 23% fall in the tax collected
on import of goods. “Global
trade was a"ected by CO-
VID-19 in February itself, so
we could be seeing the result
of that,” said Sachin Menon,
national head, indrect taxes,
KPMG in India.

There has also been a
sharp 7% decline in the !ling

of February GSTR-3B re-
turns, with only 76.5 lakh re-
turns being !led till March 31
in comparison with the
more than 83 lakh !led in
the previous two months. “It
seems that many businesses
may not have been able to
pay GST because of the li-
quidity issues being faced af-
ter the lockdown,” said Pra-
tik Jain, partner and indirect
tax leader at PwC India.

The situation is likely to
worsen. “With most busi-
nesses being non-operation-
al for a considerable period
in March and the relaxation
of delayed payments al-
lowed, collections in the
coming quarter would see
quite a fall,” said Abhishek
Jain, tax partner at Ernst and
Young. Small businesses
have been allowed a three-
month deferment of GST
payments due to the CO-
VID-19 situation, and there is
a wider industry demand for
a moratorium on payments
and reduction in rates.

“At this stage, it is neces-
sary for businesses to con-
serve cash in order to enable
resumption of operations
once the lockdown ends.
Any deferral of the GST pay-
ment timelines by a few
months would signi!cantly
assist them in this process,”
said M.S. Mani, partner, De-
loitte India.

March GST revenue
drops below !1 lakh cr.
COVID-19 impact to be seen from Apr.
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Even as prices of interna-
tional crude have dropped
to the lowest in the last 18
years since 2002, state-
owned oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs) have in-
creased the price of sensi-
tive petroleum products
like petrol and diesel in
most Indian cities. 

The price of petrol has
been increased in Mumbai
and Chennai, while the
price of diesel has been in-
creased in Mumbai, Kolka-
ta and Chennai. Delhi is the
only Indian metro where
the prices of petrol and
diesel have been reduced,
while Kolkata witnessed a
reduction in petrol prices. 

While Mumbai wit-
nessed a $4-per-litre in-
crease in petrol prices,
Chennai saw a $3.42 per
litre increase in diesel
prices.

The price of petrol in
Mumbai has been in-
creased from $72.28 a litre
to $76.31 a litre and the
price of diesel in Mumbai
has been increased from
$65.71 a litre to $66.21 a
litre, making it the highest
among the four metros.

Similarly, in Chennai,
the price of petrol has been
increased from $69.59 a
litre to $72.28 a litre, while
diesel price has been in-
creased from $62.29 a litre
to $65.71 a litre. 

In Kolkata, the price of
petrol has been reduced
from $75.30 a litre to
$73.30 a litre, while diesel
prices have been increased
from $65.21 a litre to $65.62
a litre. 

In Delhi, the price of pe-
trol has been reduced from
$72.29 to $69.59 a litre and
diesel prices from $64.62 a
litre to $62.29 a litre, mak-
ing it cheapest among the
four metros. 

OMCs have reduced the
prices of LPG or cooking
gas by an average of $63
per 14 kg cylinder. 

Petro prices
hiked as BS-VI
fuel kicks in 
Special correspondent

MUMBAI

State Bank of India, the
country’s largest lender and
private sector lenders ICICI
Bank and HDFC Bank have
started activating the loan
repayment moratorium op-
tion for customers.

The moratorium was an-
nounced by the Reserve
Bank of India last week in
view of the !nancial stress
faced by borrowers follow-
ing the lockdown declared
on account of the COVID-19
pandemic.

SBI customers who want
to avail themselves of the
moratorium, are required to
send an email to avail the op-
tion. “No action is required.
They may continue to pay in

usual course,” SBI said of
customers who do not wish
to avail the moratorium
option.

SBI has also clari!ed that
if a customer has already
paid the EMI for March, then
the amount will be reversed

if the customer sends in a re-
quest. “Interest shall conti-
nue to accrue on the out-
standing portion of the term
loan during the moratorium
period,” SBI said.

Commenting on impact in
case of home loans if the EMI

is deferred, SBI said that for
a loan of $30 lakh with a re-
maining maturity of 15 years,
the net additional interest
would be about $2.34 lakh,
which is equal to eight EMIs.

“For a loan of $6 lakh with
a remaining maturity of 54
months, the additional inter-
est payable would be
$19,000 approximately.
equal to additional 1.5 EMIs,”
SBI said on the impact in the
case of auto loans.

Both ICICI Bank and
HDFC Bank have also activat-
ed the options in their web-
sites to avail moratorium.
Customers have to !ll in a
simple form giving loan ac-
count numbers and other
details to avail themselves of
the moratorium.

SBI, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank activate moratorium
State Bank of India to reverse March EMI if already paid 

Rescue act: SBI customers need to only send an email to avail
themselves of the EMI moratorium option. * REUTERS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Already reeling under a pro-
longed slowdown and the
transition to BS-VI fuel
norms, auto sector saw its
woes being compounded by
the 21-day nationwide lock-
down. Manufacturers wit-
nessed a decline in sales in
the range of 44%-90% in
their domestic wholesales in
March 2020.

The country’s largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki posted
a 47.4% decline in passenger
vehicles (PVs) in the domes-
tic market to 76,240 units,
compared with the more
than 1.45 lakh units sold in
March 2019. The company,
however, said that sales dur-
ing March 2020 were not
comparable with that in
March 2019 “due to the sus-
pension of operations with
e"ect from March 22, 2020,
in line with national policy.”

Exports during the month
also fell 55% to 4,712 units as
against 10,463 units in

March 2019. For the full year
(2019-20), the company’s
domestic vehicles sales fell
18.1% to 14.36 lakh units
from the previous year.

Hyundai Motor India too
saw a 40.6% decline in sales
to 26,300 units in March in
the domestic market.

Tata Motors’ domestic
passenger vehicle sales fell
68% to 5,676 units. For the
full year, PV sales declined
38% to over 1.31 lakh units.

Similarly, Mahindra and
Mahindra sold 3,384 PVs in
March 2020 in the domestic
market, a decline of 88%
from 27,646 units in the
year-ago month. For !scal
year 2019-20, domestic PV
sales fell 27% to 1.86 lakh.

Veejay Ram Nakra, CEO,
Automotive Division, M&M
Ltd. said, “Our performance
in March has been muted on
account of the impact of the
current lockdown related to
Covid-19 and the disruption
in our BS-VI ramp-up plan.
The latter was planned bet-

ween February and March
but was a"ected due to the
challenges of parts supply
from global and local sup-
pliers. We have been able to
clear our BS-IV inventory,
but for fewer than 100 vehi-
cles. However, there are ma-
ny vehicles that are sold, but
not yet registered because of
the closure of RTOs.”

Relatively new entrant Kia
Motors sold 8,583 units in
the retail market in March
2020.

Naveen Soni, Senior VP,
Sales and Service, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor (TKM), said,
“... last month has been very
challenging for us, both in
sales as well as production,”
adding the pandemic has !-
nancially impacted all its
dealerships across India.
TKM reported a 55% decline
in sales to 7023 vehicles in
March in the domestic mar-
ket. It added that March was
the last month of production
for the Etios series as well as
the Corolla Altis.

Tata Motors, M&M too hit by nationwide lockdown

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI 

Maruti, Hyundai sales skid

Commercial truck manufac-
turer Ashok Leyland has re-
ported a 90% drop in its to-
tal international sales
volume for the month of
March 2020, following sus-
pension of operations
across its factories in the
wake of COVID-19.

The #agship company of
the Hinduja Group sold
2,179 vehicles in the domes-
tic and international mar-
kets during March 2020,
against 21,535 units sold in
the year-earlier period. 

In the case of medium
and heavy commercial vehi-
cles, the company’s sales
dipped by 93% to 918 units
and in buses by 62% to 913
units. Light commercial
vehicle sales declined by
94% to 348 units.

Tata Motors’ domestic
commercial vehicle (CV)
sales tumbled 90% to 5,336
units in March. For the full

year, CV sales were down
34% to more than 3.1 lakh
units. Girish Wagh, presi-
dent, commercial vehicles
business unit, Tata Motors
Ltd. said, “Domestic sales in
March 2020 [were]… deeply
impacted by the COVID-19
lockdown as well as the
planned transition to BS VI.
Retail sales was signi!cantly
ahead of wholesales. Almost
all BS IV vehicles in the eco-
system have been retailed;
however, some await regis-
tration which was halted
due to the lockdown.” 

M&M’s domestic sales of
CVs fell 90% to 2,325 units in
March 2020. For the full
year 2019-20, domestic CV
sales fell 20% to about 1.99
lakh units. VE Commercial
Vehicles — a joint venture
between the Volvo Group
and Eicher Motors — record-
ed sales of 1,499 units in
March 2020 compared with
8,676 units in March 2019, a
decline of 82.7%.

Commercial vehicle sales
fall o" a cli" on COVID-19
Virus lockdown impacts operations
Special Correspondent

new delhi/CHENNAI 

Tracking a weak trend in the
Asian markets, Indian
benchmarks lost heavy
ground on Wednesday even
as a drastic fall in domestic
auto sales numbers led to
heightened concerns over
potential economic impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The 30-share Sensex lost
1,203.18 points, or 4.08%, to
close at 28,265.31. The
broader Nifty ended the day
at 8,253.80, down 343.95
points, or 4%. The India VIX
index, however, dropped a
little over 6% on Wednes-
day, a day after shedding ov-
er 10%.

Elsewhere in Asia, Nikkei
was down by about 4.5%
while Hang Seng lost over
2%. Kospi also closed almost
4% lower as the global toll of
COVID-19 neared the
45,000-mark.

Incidentally, auto sales
more than halved for most
auto majors in March with
sector leader Maruti Suzuki
reporting an almost 48%
drop in sales.

The overall market
breadth, however, was ba-
lanced with about 1,100
stocks on the advance and
decline list. Foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs) were net
sellers at a little over $1,100
crore on Wednesday. 

Virus fears roil markets
as indices plummet
Sensex, Nifty fall 4%, FPIs in sell mode
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

The merger of GlaxoSmith-
Kline Consumer Healthcare
Limited (GSKCH) with Hin-
dustan Unilever Limited
(HUL), which was an-
nounced in December 2018,
has been successfully com-
pleted after obtaining all the
necessary approvals.

In addition, the board of
directors of HUL has ap-
proved the acquisition of
the Horlicks brand for India
from GSK for $3,045 crore
by exercising the option
available in the original
agreement made between
Unilever and GSK.

The other brands, which

were under the ownership
of GSKCH, like Boost, Malto-
va and Viva have also come
under HUL’s brand portfolio
by virtue of the merger, stat-
ed a release by HUL.

Incidentally, the acquisi-
tion of the Horlicks brand by
the India unit of Unilever
would result in savings for
the Indian arm by avoiding
expenses like royalty and
brand royalty, said HUL
chief !nancial o%cer Srini-
vas Phathak, in a media con-
ference call.

He further added that
owning a brand brings tax
bene!ts as well including
the option of claiming
depreciation.

GSKCH, HUL merger
process completed
HUL board okays Horlicks brand buy

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAIKIOCL Ltd., an iron ore
mining central public sec-
tor unit (PSU) that manu-
factures iron oxide pellets
for domestic and exports
markets, has produced
2.375 million tonnes (MT)
of pellets in the !scal end-
ed 2019-20 as against 2.238
MT in the previous year. 

It dispatched 2.356 MT
of pellets in the !scal end-
ed March 31 compared to
2.206 MT in the previous
year. 

KIOCL CMD M.V. Subba
Rao said the export mar-
kets had boosted the com-
pany’s performance in the
!scal. 

KIOCL’s FY20
production 
at 2.375 MT
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru Movement of sugar, which
was disrupted initially when
the countrywide lockdown
was implemented as a pre-
caution against COVID-19,
has resumed.

Dispatches have picked
up in the last four or !ve
days, according to the In-
dian Sugar Mills’ Association
(ISMA). 

The “ISMA has assured
the government that there is
enough sugar with the sugar
mills, and therefore, there
will not be any problem of
availability of this essential
food item for consumers,”
the association said in a
press statement on
Wednesday.

As of March 31, 2020, 457
sugar mills, which started
crushing this season — from
October 2019 to September
2020 — have so far produced
232.74 lakh tonnes of sugar.
This is nearly 64 lakh tonnes

less than what was produced
during the same period last
year.

As many as 186 mills con-
tinued production, mainly
in north India. The mills are
taking e"orts to ensure that
wherever there is availability
of sugarcane, it is procured
and crushed so that farmers
do not incur losses. During
the !rst few days of the lock-
down, there were also con-
cerns about availability of in-
puts such as lime and
sulphur. 

The lime quarries and
kilns in Rajasthan were
closed down. This was taken
up with the Rajasthan go-
vernment and there is
smooth availability of all in-
puts now, the ISMA said. 

No shortage of the essential commodity, assures ISMA

Special Correspondent 

COIMBATORE 

Sugar movement resumes

Private sector ICICI Bank
has reduced its savings ac-
count interest rate by 25
basis points (bps). For sav-
ings account balance be-
low $50 lakh, the new rate
will be 3.25% and for above
$50 lakh it will be 3.75%.
The new rate comes into ef-
fect from April 9. 

ICICI Bank also reduced
retail term deposit rates by
50 bps for deposits of less
than $2 crore. The new rate
will be e"ective April 3. 

ICICI Bank cuts
savings interest
rate by 25 bps
Special Correspondent

Mumbai

The French !nancial mar-
ket authority, Autorité des
marchés !nanciers (AMF),
announced on Wednesday
that 110,571,163 Altran
shares have been tendered
in connection with the !-
nal reopening of the friend-
ly tender o"er of Capgemi-
ni for Altran Technologies.

Upon settlement and de-
livery of this reopening,
scheduled for April 8, Cap-
gemini will hold 98.15% of
Altran’s share capital and
at least 98.03% of Altran’s
voting rights, as per a state-
ment from Capgemini. 

Post acquisition, Capge-
mini will have combined
employee strength of 2.7
lakh globally. Altran has
70,000 employees of
whom 15,000 are in India.

Altran’s !nancial results
will be consolidated in
Capgemini Group’s !nan-
cial statements from April
1, 2020.

Capgemini’s
Altran buy may
close by Apr. 8
Mini Tejaswi

Bengaluru

State Bank of India (SBI) has
decided to extend the time-
line for payment of settle-
ment amount by three
months due to the 21-day
lockdown. 

“SBI has come forward to
extend the timeline for pay-
ment of settlement amount
by three months. Now, cus-
tomers, on-boarded under
settlement scheme SBI OTS
2019 / Rin Samadhan 19-20/
General compromise can
meet payment obligation by
June 30, 2020,” SBI said. 

Under the One Time Set-
tlement (OTS) 2019 scheme,
the extension will be availa-
ble only to those customers
where the !rst two instal-
ments of 5% / 15% and 20% /
25% have been received
within the stipulated 30 and
60 days, respectively. 

The balance OTS amount
can be paid by June 30, it
said, while adding it would

not charge any interest on
the amount for this extend-
ed period. Under the Rin Sa-
madhan scheme, the time-
line for receipt of
acceptance of OTS proposal
along with upfront payment
from borrowers has been
extended up to June 30,
from the current March 31
and up to September 30 for
recovery of the entire OTS
amount. 

Also, payment obliga-
tions for borrowers with
outstanding as on March 01,
2020 under ‘General Com-
promise’ category has been
extended by three months,
without charging any inter-
est for the additional pe-
riod. On working capital
loans, C.S. Setty, MD, SBI,
said because !rms have to
pay interest on such loans at
the end of the moratorium
period, banks are evaluating
the option of requesting the
RBI for some relief in terms
of asset classi!cation. 

SBI eases settlement
deadline by 3 months
Concession follows 21-day lockdown
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

e

Prepare an essay on why 
India jumped from BS IV 
to BS VI. What are the 
challenges and 
opportunities? 
Prepare a consolidated 
essay on GST, it’s 
features and challenges. 
As always end your 
answer with way forward 
and end it in an 
optimistic note.
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SPORT

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12898 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Parikshit is impressed by the Lord’s leelas in His various in-
carnations. But at times he begins to wonder if the Lord,
who is free from partiality, is also overtly favourable to the
devas. He raises this doubt to Suka after listening to the Vri-
trasura episode, said Sri B. Sundarkumar in a discourse. Vri-
tra is a ferocious asura but is also a devotee of the Lord.
Then why did the Lord not protect him against Indra who
defeated him? Suka points out that the Lord transcends all
gunas and is free from all passions and partialities common-
ly found in jivatmas. But He assumes the power of Yogamaya
by which He is manifest as the two opposing forces. He is re-
!ected in the attributes of Prakriti like the sun re!ected in
water and "re in fuel. But He is the master of the gunas. By
His Sankalpa He can create into existence everything
through the instruments of Prakriti and Purusha. 

He also gives them His manifestation called Time. When
Time favours satva, He allies with the satva dominated devas
and destroys their enemies, the asuras. Then Suka recalls
the strange incident of Sisupala’s salvation that everyone
present at the Rajasuya Yaga conducted by Yudhishtira wit-
nessed with wonder and amazement. Was not this Sisupala
a sworn enemy of Krishna? To understand the rationale of
this, one has to go back to their previous lives, their actions,
behaviour, etc. Jaya and Vijaya who were in the exclusive
and exalted service of the Lord at Vaikunta as gatekeepers
had to be born on earth as asuras for three births before
they could attain the Lord. 

Each individual is repeatedly born in many spheres being
driven by the force of karma and in this way involvement in
samsara continues as a chain reaction. He has to face the
consequences of karma in every birth until salvation. 

FAITH

Free from partiality 3 Overt about primarily gentle

push (5)

4 Gradually progresses in orbits

missing radius (7)

6 Vessel’s inner coat deformed

(9)

7 Machine removed end of one

club (5)

8 By mistake new tenors are

producing echoing sounds (8)

11 Spoken with morale partly (4)

15 Ultimate support for a military

situation against

overwhelming odds (4,5)

17 Auctioned building for

schooling program (9)

18 Deer bitten at the tail by

insect becomes motionless

(8)

20 PM leaving after midday (4)

21 Rely on saint entering church

to purify (7)

22 Cut partially dried fruit by

diameter (6)

24 Managed grand European

series (5)

25 Charge to go around a seaside

land (5)

13 Change religious instruction,

replacing chapter on time

devoted to pleasure (9)

14 Old copper mostly abundant in

round window (6)

16 Newton breaks through after

some time with new light

source (7)

19 Traitor’s primary motive for

disloyalty (7)

21 Military unit surrounding

Uruguay’s capital (6)

23 Heartless chap cutting plant to

deal with rotating device (9)

25 Conduct a meeting with

position of authority (5)

26 Periodically make illegal

housing area (6)

27 Attack a new vision in a bad

way (8)

28 Must rend your masks to be

fashionable (6)

29 Certain that society can break

agreement (8)

! DOWN

1 Remember recreation with

everyone (6)

2 Necessity protecting old long

walrus for one (9)

(set by Lightning)

! ACROSS
1 Note to oneself to leave out a

residue (8)

5 Mark around a line — it has no

direction (6)

9 A cold urn recast to a heating

pot (8)

10 Joins with Tesla perhaps on

energy savings primarily (6)

12 Left one article to be !exible

(5)
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The Wimbledon tennis
championships were can-
celled for the "rst time since
World War II as the corona-
virus pandemic wiped
another blue-riband sports
event o# the calendar on
Wednesday.

While the decision had
looked inevitable for some
time, since the virtual shut-
down of world sport and the
postponement of the Tokyo
Olympics, Wimbledon had
been one of the few events
not to have been o$cially
cancelled or postponed.

Emergency talks
But after emergency talks
between the various stake-
holders over the last few
days, the All England Lawn
Tennis Club (AELTC) an-
nounced that it was impossi-
ble for the grasscourt Grand
Slam, scheduled for June 29-

July 12, to take place.
“It is with great regret that

the main board of the All En-
gland Club and the commit-
tee of management of the
championships have today
decided that The Champion-
ships 2020 will be cancelled
due to public health con-
cerns linked to the coronavi-
rus epidemic,” the AELTC
said in a statement.

“The 134th Champion-
ships will instead be staged
from June 28 to July 11, 2021.”

Federer, Serena aghast
“Devastated,” tweeted eight-
time champion Roger Feder-

er, while Serena Williams,
who has won the tourna-
ment seven times, said she
was ‘shooked’ by the mo-
mentous decision.

The French Open, due to
be held from May 24 to June
7, has been postponed and
controversially rescheduled
by the French tennis federa-
tion for September 20 to Oc-
tober 4, shortly after the end
of the U.S. Open.

Former Wimbledon
champion Amelie Maures-
mo doubts whether either
tournament will be played
though. “I think we’re going
to have to draw a line under

the 2020 tennis season,”
Mauresmo said on Twitter
this week.

Limited options
Unlike the French Open
which is played on clay,
Wimbledon’s scope for re-
arranging the start date was
extremely limited.

While Centre Court and
Court One boast a roof, play-
ing elite level tennis outside
on grass would have been
extremely challenging in
late summer or autumn with
a lack of light and problems
caused by dew forming on
the surface late in the day.

Shortening the format of
the tournament, or playing
behind closed doors, would
also have proved extremely
unpopular with the players.

Wimbledon has been
held every year since 1946
after a six-year hiatus be-
cause the country was at
war.

And now, Wimbledon also succumbs to the pandemic
The Championships cancelled for the !rst time since World War II

Locked out: Yet another blue riband sports event became a victim of the coronavirus pandemic, with Wimbledon — the premier
grass court event in the world — deciding to host it next year. * GETTY IMAGES

Reuters

London <> “So sad to hear
@Wimbledon won't
take place this year.
“Last year's !nal will
forever be one of the
happiest days of my
life! 

Simona Halep

Defending women’s champion
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B Shortly after the news came
from Wimbledon, the U.S.
Tennis Association issued a
statement saying it “still
plans to host the U.S. Open
as scheduled,” from Aug. 31
to Sept. 13 in New York
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The stands were a blaze of
light. In the middle, though,
M.S. Dhoni shone the bright-
est. 

His bat speed and dex-
trous wrists had combined
wonderfully as he sent a full
ball from Nuwan Kulasekara
for the maximum over long-
on in the maximum city. You
can freeze the frame. 

The stunning shot
brought an entire nation to
life. India had, on April 2,
won the 2011 World Cup at
Mumbai’s iconic Wankhede
Stadium.

Bold move
Dhoni was captain courage-
ous in a big game — the sum-
mit clash — promoting him-
self ahead of the in-form
Yuvraj Singh when the con-
test was delicately balanced
at 114 for three; India was
chasing a challenging 275
against the gallant Sri Lan-
kans. 

And along with a resilient
Gautam Gambhir (97), he
"rst ran like a panther bet-
ween the wickets and then
cut loose in what was a bru-
tal onslaught. 

Dhoni’s 79-ball unbeaten
91 had guided India to a rau-
cous six-wicket triumph.
And the spectators swung to
the rhythmic beating of the
drums as if there was no to-
morrow. 

Outside, there were tra$c
jams. The skipper was the
toast, made all the right
moves. 

That was then; Dhoni at
the height of his powers.
Now, the scenario is di#e-
rent. Time waits for no one
and Dhoni is pushing 39.
Deep down Dhoni realises
that his best days are be-

hind. But then, he still has
the eye of the tiger.

Had not Martin Guptill
scored a sensational direct
hit in the 2019 WC semi"nal,
he and India might have had
a di#erent story to tell. 

Dhoni, on 50, was lining
himself for the big hits. India
was in doldrums at 92 for
six, when he rallied with an
inspired Ravindra Jadeja to
keep the Men in Blue in the
hunt. Under the circum-
stances, the criticism that
Dhoni came under was
harsh and without reason. 

In the IPL, he has
whipped up spectacular mo-

ments in the last two sea-
sons, making the impossible
possible. And he still pos-
sesses the fastest hands be-
hind the stumps.

Yet, the odds are loaded
against a Dhoni comeback
for the World Twenty20
with the Coronavirus pan-
demic putting a huge ques-
tion mark over the IPL and a
stage for the CSK skipper to
conjure blitzkriegs and put
himself in India contention.

The luminous star of 2011
now "nds his career at the
crossroads. Will there be
one "nal Dhoni hurrah for
India?

Nine years on, Dhoni at the crossroads
Time running out for the World Cup-winning skipper

CRICKET

For posterity: M.S. Dhoni’s six to bring World Cup glory is one
of the enduring images of Indian sport. * FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK

S. Dinakar

Chennai

David Robertson has faced
his fair share of challenges in
his three years as head coach
of Real Kashmir Football
Club, but the latest predica-
ment may be the toughest
one yet.

Having endured through
the security lockdown and
communications blackout
imposed in Jammu and Kash-
mir last year, Robertson is
now stranded in a Srinagar
hotel on account of the ongo-
ing lockdown to tackle the
coronavirus pandemic
threat. 

With commercial interna-
tional !ights suspended, Ro-
bertson, son Mason (who

plays for Real Kashmir FC)
and wife Kim are waiting on
the United Kingdom govern-
ment to employ evacuation
measures to take them back
home to Scotland.

Give support
The Robertson family is par-
ticularly worried about Da-
vid’s mother, who was re-
cently diagnosed with
cancer. “My mother, who
lives in Aberdeen, just "n-
ished her second chemothe-
rapy session. If anything
were to happen, it would be
just horrible. I want to be
close to her — to support her
at this tough time. My dad is
caring for her, but he is not
in the best of health either.
My siblings drop o# grocer-
ies outside their home. It’s a

tough situation, all over the
world,” Robertson told The
Hindu from a Srinagar hotel
run by Real Kashmir co-own-
er Sandeep Chattoo.

“We’ve contacted the Brit-
ish High Commission in New
Delhi to help us return

home. It could be a few days,
few weeks — it is a case of sit-
ting and waiting. We also
have (English winger) Kal-
lum Higginbotham, four
players from Africa and a few
U.K. coaching sta# with us
here in Srinagar. All foreign-
ers are facing a similar situa-
tion,” Robertson, a former
Rangers FC and Leeds Unit-
ed player, said.

Tougher to handle
Robertson stated that the lat-
est restrictions have been
tougher to handle than the
security lockdown and com-
munications blackout. 

“It is never easy in Jammu
and Kashmir. That’s why I
keep coming back — there
are so many challenges to
tackle. Last season was

tough (due to the security
lockdown and communica-
tions blackout), as we did not
have internet and could not
call home. But at least the
team was together, and we
could play football,” Robert-
son said. 

Grateful to owner
The 51-year-old is grateful to
Chattoo for his support.
“Chattoo is staying here with
us in the hotel. He is away
from his family as well.
There are around 20 hotel
sta# with us here; no one is
allowed in and out. We’re all
helping each other. There is
a lot of responsibility placed
on Chattoo. He’s doing eve-
rything possible to keep all
of us comfortable,” Robert-
son said.

Real Kashmir coach Robertson yearning to return home 
Stranded in Srinagar, he wants to reach Aberdeen to attend to his ailing mother

FOOTBALL

David Robertson.
* FILE PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD

Ashwin Achal

Bengaluru 

COVID-19 IMPACT

Sourav Ganguly visits
Belur Math, donates
2000kg rice
KOLKATA

BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly on Wednesday
visited Belur Math, the
headquarters of the
Ramakrishna Mission, in
Howrah to extend his
helping hand to the needy

people during the
COVID-19 outbreak.
“Visited belur math after
25 years... handed over
2000kgs rice for the
needy,” tweeted the 47-
year-old. Earlier, Ganguly,
along with a rice company,
had provided rice worth
%50 lakh for the poor
people.

HI, AIFF to contribute
!25 lakh each
NEW DELHI

Hockey India and the All
India Football Federation
on Wednesday pledged to
donate %25 lakh each
towards the PM-CARES
Fund. “The love, care and
support from countrymen
has provided us
motivation throughout.
Hence, now is the time to
pay back our country in
whatever manner we can,”
said AIFF president Praful
Patel. “In these di$cult
times, it is the absolute
need of the hour to come
together as a nation to
help "ght the crisis and
ful"l our duties as
responsible citizens. It was
a unanimous decision
taken by the Hockey India
Executive Board,” HI
president Mohd.
Mushtaque Ahmad said. PTI

Former US Davis Cup
captain Pat McEnroe 
tests positive
NEW YORK

Davis Cup-winning former
US captain Patrick McEnroe
said on Tuesday he has
tested positive for
coronavirus but is feeling
well and no longer has
symptoms. The younger
brother of seven-time
Grand Slam singles
champion John said he and
his family had been self-

quarantined for more than
two weeks, and advised
others to do the same as a
safety measure. AFP

Buttler to auction 
World Cup "nal shirt 
for hospital appeal
LONDON

England’s Jos Buttler is
auctioning the shirt he
wore in last year’s dramatic
World Cup "nal win in
support of hospitals
treating the coronavirus. All
proceeds will go to the

Royal Brompton and
Hare"eld hospitals’ charity.
“To help with their
fundraising e#ort I’m going
to be donating this shirt,
which is the shirt I wore in
the World Cup "nal last
year, signed by all the
players who were members
of the squad,” said the
29-year-old ’keeper. AFP
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Olympic bronze medal-win-
ning wrestler Yogeshwar
Dutt has a simple solution to
the problem of staying con-
!ned at home in the time of a
nationwide lockdown.

Sharing how his determi-
nation helped him stay iso-
lated for six months in South
Africa while recovering from
a knee surgery, Yogeshwar
said the country’s collective
willpower would beat the
deadly COVID-19 virus.

Failure at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics had made Yogesh-
war hungrier for success.

He travelled to South Afri-
ca in 2009 for a surgery to !x
his injured knee.

Testing times
The time required for recov-
ery and rehabilitation tested
Yogeshwar, who has bagged
several medals in top level
competitions, including the
2012 London Olympics.

“I spent six months in re-
covery and rehab. I was al-
most alone. In those days, it

was not easy to speak to
one’s family over phone. I
used to watch whatever In-

dian !lms came on television
and listened to music to pass
my time. 

“My only aim was to re-
cover from the injury and be-
come fully !t. I focused on
that to overcome my
loneliness.

“Right now, we should
aim at beating coronavirus.
This will make our stay at
home easier. 

“These days we have got
so many facilities, including
social media, to stay en-
gaged. Spending time with
family is another good op-
tion,” Yogeshwar told The

Hindu.
For Yogeshwar, who

joined politics during the Ha-
ryana elections last year, so-
cial commitments have in-
creased. 

But he is monitoring all
this from home. 

“In our Gohana village, we
are feeding about 2000 to
3000 people every day. We
are also trying to extend help
to all the needy people in our
locality. We have a 12-mem-
ber team, which is looking

into all this.
“Amidst all this, we are fol-

lowing the rules of social dis-
tancing. The biggest chal-
lenge at this moment is
helping poor families with
food and other basic needs,”
said Yogeshwar, who has
shut down his wrestling aca-
demy to protect the trainees
from the virus.

Con!dent
Welcoming the postpone-
ment of the Olympics, Yo-
geshwar expressed con!-
dence that the Indian
wrestlers would be una"ect-
ed by the one-year delay. 

“All of them have been
performing well for the last
two-three years. 

“They need to protect
themselves from the virus,
maintain focus and use the
additional time to get back to
top form again. 

“They know how to do it,
they just need to stay !t,”
said Yogeshwar.

Collective willpower should prevail: Yogeshwar
The wrestler shares how his determination helped him stay isolated in South Africa
Y.B. Sarangi

KOLKATA

Fighting mode: Yogeshwar Dutt says that in order to overcome loneliness, he focused on
recovering from injury. * FILE PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA 

UEFA has made a move to-
wards clearing the decks for
the return of club football by
announcing on Wednesday
that all international matches
that had been pushed back to
June have now been post-
poned until further notice.

“This includes the play-o"
matches for UEFA EURO
2020 and qualifying matches
for UEFA Women’s EURO
2021,” said European foot-
ball’s governing body. “All
other UEFA competition
matches, including the cen-
tralised international frien-
dlies, remain postponed un-
til further notice.”

The decision followed a vi-
deoconference with Eu-
rope’s 55 member federa-

tions as part of discussions
on how to adapt the !xture
calendar in the face of the
ongoing coronavirus crisis.

The play-o" semi!nals
and !nals that are supposed
to decide the last four quali-
fying berths for the next Eu-
ropean Championship were
initially postponed at the end
of March and pencilled in
provisionally for June.

That was “subject to a re-
view of the situation” amid
uncertainty over how the
pandemic will develop and
whether many European
countries currently in lock-
down will be able to return to
some kind of normalcy.

UEFA has also stated a de-
termination to !nish all dom-
estic and club competitions
by June 30.

UEFA postpones all
internationals in June
Agence France-Presse

Paris

On March 14, Tejaswin Shan-
kar was in Albuquerque for
the NCAA Division-1 Indoor
Tack and Field Champion-
ships. The event was can-
celled because of COVID-19
and Tejaswin, along with his
Kansas State University
teammates, moved back.

That was the last time the
21-year-old stepped out of
the city he’s called home for
the past three years. The na-
tional high jump record-hol-
der and Business Adminis-
tration student has since
been trying to keep himself
!t and sane even as the pan-
demic took a serious turn in
the United States.

‘Not too bad’
“It’s actually not too bad.
The important thing is just
trying to stay sane and pre-
serve some semblance of
normalcy,” Tejaswin told
The Hindu from Kansas.
“For most sportspersons,
life revolves around a rou-
tine of training and working
out, that’s how we even
keep track of the schedules
and days. Now, all days are
practically Sundays!”

He admitted he was bet-
ter o" than many others.
“Here, because it is a lot of
farmland, things are easier.

There have been no cases
here so far. There are res-
trictions but I can move out.
The training facilities at the
university are closed but the
high school grounds with
tracks are accessible,” he ex-
plained. That might change
soon, though. “I am expect-
ing stricter restrictions from
this week but physical train-
ing has been included in es-
sential activities so going out
for a run hopefully won’t be
a problem,” he said. 

Frustrating
He has been trying to impro-
vise his workouts — using
rock-!lled sacks as barbells
and running up and down
stairs — but admitted the un-
certainty was frustrating. 

“Olympics dates have
been announced for next
year but what if this goes on
till September or beyond?
No one knows how things
will be when it does get ov-
er. There is a serious lack of
motivation to keep !t.”

Tejaswin, though, knows
better than worrying about
things he has no control ov-
er. “People forever crib
about wanting a break from
routine but now that they
have, most do not know
what to do about it. Now it’s
all about mental strength.
The best thing is school,
classes have moved online.
If it was only sports, I would
have maybe gone mad.”

All days are practically
Sundays, says Tejaswin
‘Lack of motivation to keep !t’

Tough road: Tejaswin feels the important thing is to stay
sane and preserve some normalcy. * FILE PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

ATHLETICS 

UTHRA GANESAN

NEW DELHI 

India’s Jehan Daruvala took
a decisive step in his career
progression to Formula One
after signing as a Red Bull ju-
nior driver ahead of his F2
debut this year.

Red Bull, which has two
teams in F1 — Red Bull Rac-
ing and Alpha Tauri — has
one of the best junior pro-
grammes in F1 with the likes
of Sebastian Vettel, Daniel
Ricciardo and Max Verstap-
pen coming through it.

Ahead of the season, Da-
ruvala drove the F2 car in
the pre-season testing held
at Bahrain early in March,
and topped the timesheets
in two of the six sessions —
the only driver to do so mul-
tiple times.

However, with the season

in limbo, the Indian is back
home in Mumbai, spending
some quality time with his
family; something he
doesn’t get to do often, as he
has been based out of the UK
since his karting days.

Speaking to The Hindu

about his testing, Daruvala
said, “It was my !rst time in
the F2 car and I felt good. I
was coming back from knee
surgery, and so the !rst day
was about trying to get back
into the groove. 

“I adapted well to the car
and felt quite comfortable
rightaway. While it is di#-
cult to know where we stand
based on just one-lap pace,
we were quite fast on the
long runs. I am quietly con!-
dent that we have a good
car,” added Daruvala.

Despite the break, he is
leaving no stone unturned to
be in shape and is ready if

and when the season starts. 
“I am just going to train as

I usually do. I also have a
new simulator that I have set
up at home, though there
are some connectivity is-
sues. I hope I can !x them
once the lockdown ends.” 

New simulator
The simulator is a very im-
portant tool for drivers to be
fully prepared before going
into a race weekend.

With the current situation
not expected to ease until
June or July, F2 faces a tough
road ahead. 

When asked if there are
concerns that the season
could be massively curtailed
or even cancelled, he said,
“It is unfortunate not to be
racing and we have no idea
what is going to happen. So,
I just hope to be as prepared
as possible when it starts.”

I am con!dent of the car: Daruvala
MOTORSPORTS

S. Dipak Ragav

Chennai

International Table Tennis
Federation on Wednesday
assured players that the
ranking points that relate
to events that were held in
March 2020 will be taken
into consideration, and
that the list would be re-
leased in April.

“The ranking points cor-
responding to events that
took place in March 2020
will be taken into consider-
ation,” ITTF said.

A. Sharath Kamal told
The Hindu: “I am looking
forward to the April rank-
ings where I hope to equal
my career-best ranking
(30th) which I [last]
reached in January 2019.”

ITTF’s
assurance 
to players
K. Keerthivasan
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