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Four militants killed
in gun!ght in south
Kashmir’s Shopian
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Run trains for migrant
workers: ex-Railway
Minister Dinesh Trivedi
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Very unfortunate that
Pak. is exporting terror
even now: Army chief 
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Myanmar releases
25,000 prisoners 
amid virus fears
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Report on reopening of
industries on Monday
SALEM

The S. Krishnan Committee,
constituted to frame
guidelines for opening of
select industries and for the
way forward after lockdown,
will submit its report to the
State government on
Monday, Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami said
in Salem on Friday.
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127 pilgrims stranded 
in Varanasi return
CHENNAI

As many as 127 persons, most
of them senior citizens, who
went on a pilgrimage to Uttar
Pradesh and got stranded in
Varanasi, were transported
by road to Tamil Nadu on
Friday. They have been
quarantined in a defunct
medical college in Tiruvallur
district. Samples have been
collected for testing. 
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Tamil Nadu receives 
24,000 rapid test kits
CHENNAI

The State has received
24,000 rapid test kits as part
of an order placed by the
Tamil Nadu Medical Services
Corporation. O!cials of the
Health Department said that
the Centre may also give the
State a share from its
consignment of test kits.
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The Union Health Ministry
on Friday said the doubling
rate of positive COVID-19 cas-
es was now down to 6.2
days, compared to 3 before
the nationwide lockdown
that began on March 25.

India reported 1,076 new
cases and 32 deaths in the
last 24 hours, taking the total
number of cases to 13,835
and 452 deaths. As many as
1,749 persons have been
cured/discharged after re-
covery. The active cases now
are 11,616.

However, according to re-
ports from the State Health
Departments, the total num-
ber of positive cases are
14,250, of which 11,848 are
active cases. As many as 493
persons have died of the
disease.

The ICMR said there was
no evidence suggesting that
novel coronavirus is showing
any signs of mutation. 

Doubling rate
Health Ministry Joint Secre-
tary Lav Agarwal, addressing
the daily press brie!ng, said:
“Before the lockdown, the
doubling rate was about 3
days, but according to data
in the past seven days, it
stands at 6.2 days. Also, In-
dia has registered an average
growth factor of 1.2 % since
April 1, compared to 2.1 in

the two weeks preceding
that [March 15 to March 31]
which is about a 40% de-
cline.” 

Nineteen States/UTs (Ker-
ala, Uttarakhand, Haryana,
Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Puducherry, Bi-
har, Odisha, Telangana, Ta-
mil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Karna-
taka, J&K, Punjab, Assam
and Tripura) have shown a
lower rate of increase of cas-
es to some extent.

Post-lockdown, India’s infection
growth rate has slowed down
Earlier, cases were doubling every 3 days; now it is 6.2 days, says Centre

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI 
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To counter the increasing
cases of domestic violence
during the current COVID-19
lockdown, the Pune Zilla
Parishad has borrowed a
leaf from the virus
prevention handbook. 

Abusive husbands and
wife-beaters across Pune
district now face
institutional quarantine if
there is a complaint of
domestic violence. 

Surge in cases
“Globally, there has been a
sharp surge in domestic
violence cases during the
pandemic. So, we have
taken this proactive step to
preclude similar cases from
occurring in the Pune rural

region. The de!nition of a
particular case is as given by
the Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act
2005 and the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013
(Nirbhaya Act),” said Ayush
Prasad, Chief Executive
O"cer, Pune Zilla Parishad,
while speaking to The
Hindu.

Mr. Prasad said as there
was a prohibition on selling
liquor during the lockdown,
there was a strong
possibility of alcoholics
getting restive and turning
violent as a result of denial.

“Along with the COVID-19
pandemic outside, there is a
‘shadow pandemic’ raging
inside homes. The lockdown
means that a woman cannot
step out of the house to

escape her abusive spouse.
So, by this order, the
tormentors would be
transferred to an
institutional quarantine
facility, which could mean a
town hall or a village lodge
or any other facility,” the
o"cial said, observing that
this would also ensure that
the woman would continue

to be safe at home. 
A vigilance committee,

consisting of women from
three agencies — the Women
and Child Department,
anganwadi workers from
self-help groups (SHGs) and
panchayat samitis — will visit
houses in each ward of a
gram panchayat. These
women would conduct an
anti-domestic violence
campaign on the lines of the
UN’s ‘Ring the bell
campaign’, Mr. Prasad said.

Keeping track
“Whilst adhering to the
lockdown regulations, their
duty would be to reach out
to all homes and keep a
track of domestic violence in
their areas. We have also
provided a helpline number

18002334130 at the district
level and a psychologist has
been hired for counselling,”
Mr. Prasad said.

After a case of domestic
violence is registered,
members of the vigilance
panel will try counselling
the o#ending husband. If
the violence or harassment
does not abate even after
counselling, then the
husband would be
dispatched to institutional
quarantine. “We have tied
up with rural police stations
and a DSP rank o"cer will
coordinate with the
vigilance committee
members,” he said.

The panel has also been
tasked with enquiring about
the needs of pregnant and
lactating women. 
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Pune zilla parishad plans tough action to check violence 

Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune

Abusive spouses face institutional quarantine if a case of a domestic violence is registered 

The Uttar Pradesh
government is standing
!rm with its citizens,
irrespective of the section
of society they belong to,
said Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. “We are taking
care that nobody in the
State goes hungry. We will
make the same
arrangements for those
who have come from other
places.” " page 9

None will go
hungry, says
Adityanath

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday announced
a slew of liquidity measures
to ease !nancial stress and
increase credit $ows, while
indicating that more room
was likely to emerge for re-
duction in interest rates as
in$ation softens.

Among the measures an-
nounced was liquidity infu-
sion of %1 lakh crore, of
which %50,000 crore is ex-
clusively for non-banking !-
nance companies (NBFCs),
via banks. The NBFCs have
experienced liquidity shor-
tage since banks have not of-
fered them any moratorium
for repayment, while these
entities have had to extend
the moratorium option to
their customers.

The RBI will extend
another %50,000 crore to
re!nancing agencies like Na-
bard, Sidbi and National
Housing Bank.

Help for States 
Separately, RBI also said it
has increased the ways and
means advances (WMA) li-
mits of States by 60%, over
and above the level as on
March 31, 2020. 

The move was aimed at
providing greater comfort to
the States for undertaking
containment and mitigation
e#orts, and to plan market
borrowing programmes bet-

ter, the RBI said. On April 1,
the RBI increased the limit
by 30%. The increased limit
will be available till Septem-
ber 30, 2020.

Citing the retail in$ation
numbers of March, which
was at 5.9%, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said in$a-
tion could be on a declining
trajectory. “...Early develop-
ments suggest that in$ation
is on a declining trajectory,
having fallen by 170 basis
points from its January 2020
peak,” Mr. Das said, while
announcing the liquidity
measures.

He said recent data
showed a softening of food
in$ation by around 160 bps
though in other categories
of the CPI, in$ation pres-
sures remained !rm. 

More funds for NBFCs, Nabard, Sidbi

RBI to pump in 
"1 lakh crore 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das at a press conference in
Mumbai on Friday. * PTI
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China’s coronavirus
ground-zero city of Wuhan
on Friday admitted mis-
steps in tallying its death
toll as it abruptly raised the
count by 50% following
growing world doubts
about Chinese transparen-
cy. 

The U.S. has led the
charge in questioning Chi-
na’s handling of the pan-
demic and how much in-
formation it has really
shared with the interna-
tional community since the
virus emerged late last
year.

Authorities in Wuhan in-
itially tried to cover up the
outbreak, punishing doc-
tors who raised the alarm
online in December. 

Wuhan’s epidemic con-
trol headquarters said in a
social media posting on
Friday that it had added
1,290 deaths to the tally in
the city. That brings the to-
tal deaths in the city to
3,869. But the city govern-
ment only added 325 cas-
es, raising the city’s total
number of cases to 50,333. 

The change also pushes
the nationwide death toll
up by nearly 39% to 4,632.

The o"cial toll in the
country of 1.4 billion peo-
ple, however, remains well
below the number of fatali-
ties in smaller nations such
as Italy and Spain.

Wuhan admits
to errors, hikes
toll by 50% 
Agence France-Presse

Wuhan

WORST DOWNTURN " PAGE 12

Safely on shore: Hundreds of "shermen from Dahanu and Talasari in Maharashtra, who were stranded in Gujarat due to the
lockdown, returning home on Friday. Authorities sent them to their villages after a medical check-up. * PRASHANT NAKWE

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Home ahoy! 

The option of a moratorium
on loan repayments an-
nounced by the Reserve
Bank of India last month has
mostly been availed of by
micro, small and medium
enterprises while salaried
class borrowers have, till
now, largely refrained from
it, bankers have said.

Last month, the RBI an-
nounced that banks and oth-
er !nancial institutions
would give an option to bor-
rowers of term loans for de-
ferring payment of instal-
ments falling due between
March 1 and May 31, 2020. 

The move was aimed at
addressing the liquidity
crunch faced by businesses
and individuals due to the
economic lockdown im-
posed to help contain the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“About 85-90% of busi-

nesses in the MSME sector
have availed of the loan mo-
ratorium,” the chief execu-
tive o"cer of a public sector
bank told The Hindu, speak-
ing on condition of anonym-
ity. “This was expected as
their business is down and
[they] are facing a liquidity
crunch,” the banker added.

“At the same time, we
have not seen many indivi-
duals, who are salaried,
availing themselves of the
option,” the o"cial said.

The bank CEO explained
that the moratorium was im-
posed on repayment for all
borrowers, except those

borrowers who had availed
of the standing instruction
facility to pay the equated
monthly instalment (EMI).
Such borrowers were re-
quired to inform the bank if
they wanted to opt for the
moratorium.

“We have not seen many
such individuals opting for
the moratorium, which is
understandable as their in-
come $ow has not been im-
pacted,” the o"cial said.
“The government em-
ployees for example... why
should they opt for morato-
rium since their salaries
have not stopped?” the
banker added.

Borrowers opting for the
moratorium would have to
incur a cost as the interest
not paid in these three
months would be added to
the principal component.

Salaried borrowers continue
EMIs, ignore moratorium o#er
Bankers say that most MSMEs, though, have opted for it
MANOJIT SAHA

Mumbai
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In the latest set of lock-
down relaxations, the Mi-
nistry of Home A#airs
(MHA) has added the col-
lection, harvest and pro-
cess of minor forest pro-
duce to the list of activities
that will be permitted. The
additional directives were
issued on Thursday.

Minor forest produce in-
clude non-timber items
such as bamboo, roots,
seeds, fruits, $owers and
plants. A number of people
from the Scheduled Tribes
and other forest dwelling
communities depend on
the collection and sale of
such items for their liveli-
hood. Reports show that
police have been prevent-
ing forest dwellers from
leaving their homes to col-
lect minor forest produce
due to the restrictions.

Minor forest
produce in
exemption list
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

The !nancial package
announced by the Centre
to tackle the COVID-19
crisis is inadequate, says
Kerala CM Pinarayi
Vijayan. States with their
limited resources will have
to shoulder the greater
burden of economic crisis
that will follow. Altogether
just %7,000 crore had been
allotted additionally to the
States, he said. " page 11

What Centre
gave won’t 
do: Pinarayi

On a day when Tamil Nadu
recorded 56 new cases of
COVID-19, taking the tally to
1,323, Chief Secretary K.
Shanmugam indicated that
the ‘containment zones’,
numbering 388 across 34
districts, might stay in place
even beyond May 3, when
the extended lockdown is
scheduled to end.

Mr. Shanmugam on Fri-
day said that as per the gui-
delines of the Central go-
vernment, any such zone
would have to continue as it
is till the “last reported posi-
tive case” of COVID-19 was
cleared. There was, there-
fore, no link between the du-
ration of the lockdown and

the continuance of contain-
ment zones. 

Of the containment zones
in the State, rural areas ac-
count for 239 of them and
urban areas 149, according
to data available with the Di-
rectorate of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine.

For a person who has test-

ed positive to be discharged
from hospital, the protocol
is that he should have no
symptoms, test negative
twice and undergo 14 days’
hospitalisation, after which
he will have another 14 days
of home quarantine, said
Health Secretary Beela
Rajesh.

Explaining the Centre’s
norms, Mr. Shanmugam said
that if a ‘red’ area (a hotspot)
does not report a fresh case
for 14 days, it will turn
‘orange’. If the trend conti-
nues for a further 14 days, it
will be turn ‘green’. In other
words, it will take 28 days for
a hotspot to turn green, he
clari!ed.

Curbs in 388 ‘containment zones’ 
set to continue beyond May 3
T.N. records 56 new cases of COVID-19; total stands at 1,323

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

No-go area: A barricade 
at a containment zone in
Chintadripet. * R. RAGU
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Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) 
 
A Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) is a company registered under the 
Companies Act, 1956 engaged in the business of  loans and advances, acquisition of  
shares/stocks/bonds/debentures/securities issued by Government or local 
authority or other marketable securities of  a like nature. 
NBFC does not include any institution whose principal business is that of  
agriculture activity, industrial activity, purchase or sale of  any goods (other than 
securities) or providing any services and sale/purchase/construction of  
immovable property. 
A non-banking institution which is a company and has principal business of  
receiving deposits under any scheme or arrangement in one lump sum or in 
installments by way of  contributions or in any other manner, is also a non-banking 
financial company (Residuary non-banking company). 
Difference between banks & NBFCs 
 
NBFCs lend and make investments and hence their activities are akin to that of  
banks; however there are a few differences as given below: 
NBFC cannot accept demand deposits; 
NBFCs do not form part of  the payment and settlement system and cannot issue 
cheques drawn on itself; 
Deposit insurance facility of  Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation 
is not available to depositors of  NBFCs, unlike in case of  banks. 
 
The Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development (MSMED) Act, 2006 
defines the sizes of  the micro, small and medium enterprises in India, in Section 7 
of  the Act. As per the Act, the enterprises which produce or manufacture goods 
concerned with any industry that is specified in the First Schedule of  the Industries 
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1951 can be defined as: 
A micro enterprise if  the investment in plant & machinery is under Rs.25 lakhs 
A small enterprise if  the machinery and plant investment is between Rs.25 lakhs 
and Rs. 5 crores 
A medium enterprise if  the said investment is between Rs.5 crores and Rs.10 
crores. 
The chief  responsibility in promoting this industry lies with the state government. 
This sector employs about 60 million people in the country.
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TAMIL NADU

The S. Krishnan Committee,
constituted to frame guide-
lines for opening of select in-
dustries after April 20 and
for the way forward after the
lockdown ends on May 3,
will submit its report to the
State government on Mon-
day, Chief Minister Edappadi
K. Palaniswami said in Salem
on Friday.

Addressing journalists af-
ter a review meeting with of-
!cials on containment mea-
sures against the spread of
COVID-19, he said, “The
Centre has o"ered relaxa-
tions for operating certain
industries [after April 20]. A
committee headed by Fi-
nance Secretary S. Krishnan
has been formed to study di-
rections of the Centre, and it
will review the industries
that can be permitted to op-
erate. It will be announced
on Monday.”

However, industries fall-
ing within containment
zones will not be allowed to
function. “Sago unit opera-
tors have petitioned, re-

questing to allow them to
operate units. Farmers’ as-
sociations have also peti-
tioned to allow them to har-
vest the crops. These
requests are under the go-
vernment’s consideration.
These will be reviewed on
April 20,” he said. 

“If the industry falls in the
list permitted by the Centre
to operate, the State govern-
ment will take steps to give
them permission for opera-
tions,” he added. Sugar fac-

tories have already received
permission to operate, to
protect sugarcane farmers.

Conditional sanction
The Puducherry govern-
ment has given conditional
sanction for industries to
resume production after
April 20, when partial relax-
ations announced by the
Centre will take e"ect.

A formal noti!cation in
this regard is expected to be
issued shortly.

Centre had indicated relaxations for some !rms after April 20

Staff Reporter

SALEM

Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami addressing the media
after a review meeting in Salem. * E. LAKSHMI NARAYANAN

Panel to list sectors cleared
to operate on Monday: CM

A Grade-I constable with the
District Armed Reserve on
Friday donated a month’s
salary to the Chief Minister’s
Public Relief Fund for the
!ght against COVID-19 here
on Friday.

S. Babu handed over a de-
mand draft worth #25,788 to
District Superintendent of
Police Sujit Kumar on Friday
morning. “Ever since the

lockdown was announced, I
wanted to contribute so-
mething,” Mr. Babu told The
Hindu over phone, referring
to the plights of migrant
workers and others a"ected
by the lockdown.

A helping hand
The 35-year-old joined the
Armed Reserve in 2008, and
worked in Chennai and Pala-
ni, before ending up at the
Coimbatore District Armed

Reserve. He was recently
promoted as a Grade-I con-
stable. “I was on duty for 15
days in Mettupalayam,” he
said. There, he was deployed
in COVID-19 containment
zones. He returned to the ci-
ty on Wednesday. 

“We do not know what is
going to happen because of
this [COVID-19]. So I decided
to help the people and the
government in whatever way
I could,” he added. 

Constable does his bit, donates a month’s salary to CMPRF
Babu is a Grade-I constable with the District Armed Reserve 

R. Akileish

Coimbatore

Act of kindness: S. Babu, right, hands over a month’s salary to
Superintendent of Police Sujit Kumar on Friday. 
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MGNREGS works 
begin in Tamil Nadu
CHENNAI

Works under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme have commenced in
the State after a gap of three
weeks. On Thursday, nearly
75,000 workers turned up in
21 districts. On Friday, the
number went up to around
90,000 three districts. 

IN BRIEF

Anna varsity cancels
semester exams
CHENNAI

Anna University has cancelled
all end-semester exams
scheduled in April/May for all
undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes of
the University departments
and affiliated institutions. In a
release, the registrar said the
revised date of reopening and
revised schedule for classes
would be announced later.

CM acting independent
of Cabinet, says Alagiri 
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee president K.S.
Alagiri on Friday alleged that
Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami was taking
decisions on COVID-19,
independent of his Cabinet.
He said the Chief Minister was
acting independently and his
Cabinet was nowhere to be
seen during the crisis. 

As many as 127 persons,
most of them senior citizens,
who went on a pilgrimage to
Uttar Pradesh and got
stranded in Varanasi, were
transported by road to Tamil
Nadu on Friday. They were
quarantined in a defunct
medical college near Tirutta-
ni in Tiruvallur district and
health workers collected
samples from them for test-
ing for COVID-19.

According to police sourc-
es, the pilgrims, belonging
to nine districts, including
Chennai, Madurai, Tiruchi
and Salem, had gone to Ut-
tar Pradesh on a pilgrimage,
in February. When they
were about to commence
their journey back, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced the Janata Curfew
on March 22.

A couple of days later, the
!rst phase of the nationwide
lockdown was announced,
con!ning them to Varanasi.
Local authorities advised
them not to move out of
their halting place. After the

lockdown was extended till
May 3, they made an appeal
to local authorities to assist
them in reaching home.

There were hundreds of
pilgrims from all over the
country who came on a pil-
grimage and were stranded
in Varanasi due to COVID-19.
The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment arranged 22 special
buses to transport them to
their respective States. A to-
tal of 127 pilgrims belonging
to Tamil Nadu arrived in
three buses.

“Though the pilgrims

have no history of foreign
travel, we have decided to
quarantine them for at least
14 days. Health workers con-
ducted a preliminary health
screening and collected
samples from those having
pre-existing conditions,” a
senior police o$cial said.

Tiruvallur Superinten-
dent of Police P. Aravindan
said a special team was de-
ployed to ensure the safety
of the pilgrims quarantined
in the erstwhile medical col-
lege on the Chennai-Tirupati
Highway.

127 pilgrims stranded in
Varanasi return, quarantined 
Health o"cials collect samples for COVID-19 tests

S. Vijay Kumar 

CHENNAI

On a war footing: A health worker sprays disinfectant at the
Kilpauk Medical College Hospital on Friday. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ 

The State has received
24,000 rapid test kits as part
of an order placed by the Ta-
mil Nadu Medical Services
Corporation (TNMSC). O$-
cials of the Health Depart-
ment said that the Govern-
ment of India may also give
the State a share from its
consignment of test kits.

The antibody-based test-
ing kits are meant for testing

in the community 
Earlier, TNMSC had

placed an order for 4 lakh ra-
pid test kits and was expect-
ing part of the order to ar-
rive. The Government of
India had also placed orders
for the kits with China. Ho-
wever, all supplies from Chi-
na were diverted to the Unit-
ed States, resulting in a delay
in getting the test kits.

“With the kits reaching
Chennai, we will issue a pro-

tocol for their use in the
community. We will start us-
ing the kits in a day or two,”
an o$cial said.

Con!rming the arrival of
the rapid test kits, Chief Mi-
nister Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami told journalists in Sa-
lem that the Centre had also
said that it would provide
12,000 kits. “We have in-
formed them that this is in-
adequate and have request-
ed for 50,000 kits. The Chief

Secretary and the Health Mi-
nister spoke with the Union
Health Minister in this re-
gard and they have informed
us that they would consider
our request,” he said. 

Health Department o$-
cials have been maintaining
that rapid test kits are only a
surveillance tool to check if
persons in the community —
especially containment
zones — have been exposed
to the virus. 

State receives 24,000 rapid test kits
Health Department says it will issue protocol for their use for community testing 

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu can now borrow
#3,960 crore under the Ways
and Means Advances (WMA)
facility for State govern-
ments, after the Reserve
Bank of India increased the
limit by 60%.

WMA is a temporary loan
facility provided by the RBI
to States to enable them to
tide over temporary mis-
matches in the cash %ow of
their revenue receipts and
expenditure. 

The tenure of the facility
is three months, with a 21-

day overdraft permitted. 
Tamil Nadu’s WMA limit

has now increased to #3,960
crore from the earlier limit
of #2,475 crore. According to
ICRA Ratings, the increased
limit will mean that States
can borrow about #51,600
crore under the WMA facili-
ty now. The increased limit
will be available till Septem-
ber 2020.

According to data from
the RBI, Tamil Nadu did not
borrow under the WMA fa-
cility during 2019-2020. Ho-
wever, according to experts,
given the current extraor-

dinary situation when reve-
nue collection has been hit
due the lockdown and ex-
penditure requirements
have increased, Tamil Nadu
might have to use the
facility.

The doubling of ways and
means limits of States from
30% announced by the RBI
earlier, was one of the de-
mands made by Chief Minis-
ter Edappadi Palaniswami. 

“The higher WMA limit is
expected to o"er a short-
term relief to States,” said
Jayanta Roy, senior vice-pre-
sident at ICRA.

Tamil Nadu can now borrow
#3,960 cr. under RBI’s loan facility
State’s limit under WMA sees a 60% enhancement 

Sanjay Vijayakumar

CHENNAI

G. Kuppuswamy Naidu Me-
morial Hospital donated #1
crore to the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister’s Public Re-
lief Fund (CMPRF) for the
!ght against COVID-19, on
April 15.

Its president S. Pathy pre-
sented the cheque to Minis-
ter for Municipal Adminis-
tration S.P. Velumani at the
Coimbatore District Collec-
torate. Hand sanitisers
worth #10 lakh were also do-
nated. The hospital’s CEO,
Ragupathy Veluswamy, and
District Collector K. Rajama-
ni were present.

Kovai Medical Center and

Hospital donated #1 crore to
CMPRF. The hospital has al-
so donated protective
equipment and 1,200 litres
of hand sanitiser to the
Coimbatore Corporation.

Hyundai Motor India on
Friday handed over 500 sets
of dry rations to Chennai
Corporation Commissioner
G. Prakash and 500 sets of
dry rations to director of in-
dustrial safety and health
M.V. Senthil Kumar and joint
director of industrial safety
and health S. Ananth. 

Former MP P.H. Manoj
Pandian has contributed #2
lakh to CMPRF. 

(With inputs from Coim-
batore bureau)

Donations pour in for
CM’s Public Relief Fund
Staff Reporter

COIMBATORE/CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu reported 56
more COVID-19 cases on Fri-
day even as 103 patients
were discharged after treat-
ment. With this, a total of
283 persons, who had tested
positive for COVID-19, have
returned home after treat-
ment in the State.

The State’s count of CO-
VID-19 cases stood at 1,323.
Of the new cases, Thanjavur
accounted for 17 patients,
while 11 more persons tested
positive in Chennai. The city
continued to top the tally
with a total of 228 patients. 

A majority of the 56 pa-
tients who had tested posi-
tive were contacts of CO-
VID-19 patients. Apart from
Thanjavur and Chennai, 10
more districts have reported
new cases. There were !ve
patients each in Tenkasi and
Tiruvallur, four from Tiruva-
rur, three each from Tiruchi
and Vellore, two each from
Theni, Villupuram and Naga-
pattinam, and one each from
Dindigul and Karur, said a
bulletin issued by the Direc-
torate of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine.

Of the 103 discharged on

Friday, 30 patients were
from the Government Medi-
cal College Hospital, Oman-
durar Estate, a designated
COVID-19 facility. 

R. Narayana Babu, dean of
Government Medical College
Hospital, Omandurar Estate,
said that the patients were
advised to stay home for two
weeks and follow a healthy
diet. They were discharged
after two consecutive sam-
ples returned negative for
COVID-19.

“They should be under
home quarantine and not go
out. Some of them are aged
above 70 and have co-mor-
bid conditions. They were
dropped to their houses in
ambulances, with three per-
sons in one vehicle,” he said.

Till now, 51 patients have
been discharged from the
Government Medical College
Hospital in Karur; 33 from
K.A.P.V. Medical College
Hospital, Tiruchi; 27 from
Coimbatore ESI Medical Col-
lege Hospital; 19 from Tiru-
nelveli Medical College Hos-
pital; and 17 from the Rajiv
Gandhi Government General

Hospital. Among the remain-
ing patients, 12 have been
discharged from various
private hospitals. 

Consent for therapy
Doctors of the Government
Medical College Hospital,
Omandurar Estate, said that
they had addresses and
phone numbers of patients
and had informed them
about convalescent plasma
therapy. “We are expecting
approval for the therapy. If
they are willing, they can
come forward and donate
plasma to help other pa-
tients,” Dr. Babu said.

Till now, a total of 29,673
samples have been lifted and
sent for testing in the State.
Of this, 21,628 samples have
returned negative. 

Testing of 2,023 samples
are under process . A total of
1,891 persons suspected to
have symptoms of COVID-19
have been admitted to isola-
tion wards. A higher number
of persons have completed
the 28-day home quarantine. 

Presently, 23,934 persons
are under home quarantine,
while another 34 are in go-
vernment quarantine facili-
ties. 

103 persons discharged from
hospitals after treatment 
So far, 283 persons have recovered; Chennai continues to top with 228 cases

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Thirty patients were discharged from the Govt. Medical
College Hospital, Omandurar Estate, on Friday. * R. RAGU

The Madras High Court has
dismissed a petition !led
by an advocate seeking a
direction to the Chief Se-
cretary to open liquor
shops for at least two hours
a day during the lockdown,
considering “the poor life
of habitual drinkers”, and
to operate a dedicated hel-
pline to provide counsell-
ing to them and their
families.

Justices R. Subbiah and
R. Pongiappan refused to
entertain the case !led by
S. Stalin Raja, of Choolai-
medu, after observing that
they do not see any infrac-
tion of Fundamental Rights
guaranteed to the citizens
due to the closure of liquor
shops. They also feared
chaos if liquor shops are
opened during the
lockdown.

“The fact that the tip-
plers are yearning for liqu-
or is not a ground for us to
entertain this writ petition
and issue a direction to the
State government to reo-
pen the liquor shops, even
for a few hours a day,” the
judges said.

HC says no 
to opening
liquor shops 
Legal Correspondent

CHENNAI

As far as Chennai is con-
cerned, a substantial num-
ber of the containment
zones are in northern parts
of the city such as Roypau-
ram and Tondiarpet. 

Approximately three lakh
people reside there, pointed
out G. Prakash, Commis-
sioner of the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation. 

In Coimbatore district,
there are 18 containment
zones, of which 10 fall under
the limits of municipal cor-
poration, while the rest are
in rural areas of the district,
said K. Rajamani, Coimba-
tore Collector. 

Daily screening
Across the State, around 86
lakh people live in such
zones, noted K. Kolandaswa-
my, Director of Public
Health and Preventive Medi-
cine, adding that they are
getting screened on a daily
basis.

Pointing out that the auth-
orities are carrying out both
active and passive surveil-
lance in the zones, Dr. Ra-
jesh said that an active case
search is also being done
door-to-door. 

On an average, a designat-
ed health worker covers 50
households a day. Such a
health worker may be an ac-

credited social health acti-
vist, an auxiliary nurse mid-
wife or an anganwadi
worker. It is for the authori-
ties to attend to the require-
ments of residents in the
zones, both medical and
non-medical.

After blocking access to
the areas, o$cials of local
bodies, police, health and
revenue man the entry and
exit points. 

For the purchase of groc-
eries or other essentials, the
residents come to the perim-
eter of the zones where
there are either temporary
stalls or mobile units, inva-
riably between 6 a.m. and
noon. 

During hours other than
the prescribed period, the
people can call helpline
numbers or get in touch with
the district control rooms. 

“We have one counsellor
in each district control
room,” added Dr. Rajesh.

Curbs in 388 ‘containment zones’
set to continue beyond May 3 

<> In Coimbatore,
there are 18
containment zones,
of which 10 fall
under limits of the
municipal
corporation, while
the rest are in rural
areas

K. Rajamani

Collector, Coimbatore 


The RBI gives temporary loan facilities to the centre 
and state governments as a banker to the 
government.  This temporary loan facility is called 
WMA. 
It is a mechanism to provide to States to help them 
tide over temporary mismatches in the cash flow of  
their receipts and payments. 
It was introduced on April 1, 1997, after putting an 
end to the four-decade-old system of  adhoc 
(temporary) Treasury Bills to finance the Central 
Government deficit. 
Under Section 17(5) of  RBI Act, 1934, the RBI 
provides Ways and Means Advances (WMA) to the 
central and State/UT governments. 
How is WMA availed? 
 
This facility can be availed by the government if  it 
needs immediate cash from the RBI. 
The WMA is to be vacated after 90 days. 
The interest rate for WMA is currently charged at the 
repo rate. 
The limits for WMA are mutually decided by the RBI 
and the Government of  India. 
Types of  WMA 
 
There are two types of  WMA — (1) Normal and  (2) 
Special : 
 
Special WMA or Special Drawing Facility is provided 
against the collateral of  the government securities 
held by the state. 
After the state has exhausted the limit of  SDF, it gets 
normal WMA. The interest rate for SDF is one 
percentage point less than the repo rate. 
The number of  loans under normal WMA is based on 
a three-year average of  actual revenue and capital 
expenditure of  the state.
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Timings
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SATURDAY, APR. 18

RISE 05:55 SET 18:22

RISE 02:59 SET 14:52

SUNDAY, APR. 19

RISE 05:55 SET 18:22

RISE 03:38 SET 15:39

MONDAY, APR. 20

RISE 05:54 SET 18:22

RISE 04:14 SET 16:24

The cardiology block of the
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital (RGGGH)
has been closed and disin-
fection measures are under
way after a postgraduate
doctor tested positive for
COVID-19 two days ago. 

Apart from the PG doctor,
two sta! nurses of the de-
partment have also been
tested for COVID-19. The re-
sult of one of the sta! nurses
returned positive on Friday,
o"cials of the Health de-
partment said. 

According to o"cials, the
department had skeletal
sta!, and a few in-patients
due to the lockdown. “All
the patients were shifted to
another block. The cardiolo-
gy services have not
stopped. The department
has only been relocated for
disinfection measures. The
entire block is being disin-

fected, and the work will
take two to three days,” an
o"cial said.

Doctors said there were
already plans to fumigate
the blocks one by one, for
better preparation if a need
for escalation arises in the
future. 

Once sterilised and fumi-
gated, the cardiology block

would be reopened. The
work was accelerated after
the cardiology PG doctor
tested positive.

A PG doctor tested positive for COVID-19 two days ago

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Cardiology block of Rajiv Gandhi Government General
Hospital was closed for disinfection. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

RGGGH Cardiology block closed 

Chennai Corporation and
Chennai Metropolitan Deve-
lopment Authority have de-
cided to prevent residents
from visiting Koyambedu
wholesale market. 

At least one lakh visitors,
including a number of trad-
ers and residents gather in
the market every day, in-
creasing the risk of spread-
ing COVID-19. A meeting of
senior o"cials of CMDA, Pol-
ice and Chennai Corporation
was held in Ripon Buildings
on Friday in the presence of
monitoring o"cers to con-
tain the spread of COVID-19. 

At the meeting, civic o"-
cials decided to permit all
traders till 7.30 a.m. every
day. "Small traders can come
till 7.30 a.m. Residents will
not be allowed," said CMDA
Member Secretary D.Karthi-
keyan. 

Representatives of traders
associations, who participat-
ed in the meeting, said the
civic o"cials should collect
#ne from residents who visit

the Koyambedu wholesale
market. But civic o"cials re-
jected the idea . Instead the
o"cials have appealed to re-
sidents not to visit Koyambe-
du wholesale market to pre-
vent crowding. O"cials have
issued over 8,000 passes for
workers in Koyambedu who-
lesale market. Traders will
not be issued passes. They
will be identi#ed by the kind
of vehicles they use.

The number of visitors to
Koyambedu wholesale mar-
ket is expected to reduce by
more than 50% because of
the restrictions to entry of

residents, said o"cials.
Street vendors and traders,
who use tricycles and mini
lorries, will be allowed into
the market. On Friday, many
retail traders complained
that the restrictions by the
police had caused tra"c
congestion. Police prevented
traders from taking their
vehicles inside the market
on Friday. Supply of essen-
tial commodities was also
disrupted in many areas. 

Relief for tenants
In another meeting on Fri-
day, Chennai Corporation

Commissioner G.Prakash di-
rected revenue o"cers to
prevent landlords from ha-
rassing tenants, demanding
rent. "The records of Chen-
nai Corporation shows more
than 30% of building occu-
pied by tenants," said an o"-
cial of Chennai Corporation.
But estimates by housing
and urban development de-
partment has found that
49% of residents in the city
live in rental accommoda-
tions. 

The city has 20 lakh hou-
seholds and 12 lakh proper-
ties in the property tax net.

Residents’ entry into Koyambedu wholesale market banned 
8,000 passes
issued to workers
in the market

Special Correspondent

Chennai

Violating norms: Despite restrictions, many vehicles choked the roads near Koyambedu market
on Friday. * M. VEDHAN

Unaware of the consequenc-
es, people have been enter-
ing the containment zone at
MGR Nagar in Arumbakkam
to pay their electricity bills
fearing that their power con-
nection may be cut. 

The Chennai Corporation
has identi#ed containment
zones in 56 divisions. Inside
the containment zones,
movement is strictly prohi-
bited with police posted at
the entry points that are ful-
ly barricaded. 

At MGR Nagar in Arum-
bakkam, a containment
zone, people have been visit-
ing the Tangedco collection
o"ce. A policeman took
down the name and num-
bers of the consumers while
others looked on. 

Asked how could so many
people enter the contain-
ment zone, one of them said
they have been told to let the
consumers go to pay power
bills. The consumers, un-

aware of the risks of getting
infected with COVID-19,
keep going down the road to
pay the power bills. 

Except for a few electrici-
ty o"ces in Arumbakkam,
Santhome and Lakshmipu-
ram in Kolathur that are in
the containment zones, a
majority of the sub-stations
and section o"ces are locat-
ed outside, Tangedco o"-
cials said. Directions have al-
ready been given to shift
collection o"ces in the con-
tainment zones to nearby

sub-stations or section o"c-
es, they added. Local o"-
cials have also been instruct-
ed to have limited sta! and
restricted timing to collect
electricity bills from con-
sumers in the section o"ces.

Asked about consumers
visiting containment zones,
o"cials said the domestic
consumers need not visit the
local o"ces for paying the
electricity bills. They can
pay either online or pay after
the lockdown ends, an o"-
cial said. 

Special Correspondent

Chennai

Risky behaviour: People walking through a containment zone
at Arumbakkam to pay their power bills. * K. PICHUMANI 

Power bills take precedence over
safety in this containment zone 

“You have been booked for
curfew violation. To report
misuse call police depart-
ment" – this was the message
received by a 66-year-old Ku-
maresan, a resident of Madi-
pakkam, on Thursday along
with the link -
TVM20200041739124. The

cyber cell of the Central
Crime Branch (CCB) has
warned the public not to be-
lieve in such messages and
click on such links as it may
be a phishing attempt. They
said that cyber criminals are
using even CM relief fund
mails to cheat people during
the lockdown period. 

“My father had gone to the

grocery shop a few days back
on his bike during the per-
mitted hours. When he got
the message, we thought
that the police were tracking
through CCTV cameras.
Then it struck me that the
vehicle was registered in my
mother’s name. So there is
no way he could get the mes-
sage and I warned him not to

click the link,” said K. Harish,
Kumaresan's son. A senior
police o"cer said they were
not sending any such mes-
sage. “We #ne violators on
the spot and we don’t send
messages. As of now we are
not using CCTV cameras to
#ne motorists who step out
during lockdown period.”
An o"cer from the cyber cell

said fraudsters would exploit
the present situation and
send phishing SMS messages
and mails. “It may be a mail
or message asking you to
click on a link and contribute
to CM relief fund. Though we
did not get formal com-
plaints about such scams, we
got information that this is
happening,” said an o"cer. 

Don’t click on suspicious links, warn police 
Vivek Narayanan

CHENNAI

CHENNAI

Chennai Metro Rail is
likely to resume the con-
struction of phase I exten-
sion work in north Chennai
early next week.

Chennai Metro Rail Li-
mited (CMRL) o"cials said
they were awaiting clea-
rance. 

“But we have to begin
with very basic work and
gradually with time, full-
$edged work will follow.
There will be a delay in
completing this project but
it is inevitable in such a sit-
uation when the whole
country itself is under lock-
down,” an o"cial said.

Di!erent kinds of ma-
chinery have been lying in
north Chennai for weeks
now after the lockdown
was imposed.

O"cials said they
planned to put them to use
only after fumigation of the
sites and cleaning the
machines.

Metro may
resume work
next week
Sunitha Sekar

The threat of COVID-19 and
the subsequent lockdown
has led to a dip in the crime
rate by 71% in the city. In the
last 22 days of the lockdown
period, only #ve murders
have been reported while it
was eight during the corres-
ponding period last year. No
case of ‘murder for gain’ or
‘grave major theft’ has been
reported. Only one case of
robbery and four cases of
dacoity have been reported. 

The number of house
trespass and burglary which
was 29 last year has reduced
to 12 in these 22 days. Thefts
have reduced to 49 from 257
and only seven chain snatch-
ing incidents were reported.

“From an average of eight
chain snatchings per day, it
has come down to one. No
grave theft was reported and
a big drop was seen in house
break-in cases,” said Addi-
tional Commissioner of Pol-

ice, North R.Dhinakaran.
Commissioner of Police

A.K.Viswanathan told The

Hindu, “Public are staying
indoors day and night.
There is restriction on move-
ment of people on roads. In-
tensi#ed patrolling is on and
check points have been in-
stalled in 150 places. Outsid-
ers can't come as transport
services have been stopped
due to lockdown.” Accident
rate too has reduced consid-
erably in the city. The num-

ber of fatal accidents re-
duced to 13 from 53. It is 75%
lower, the police said. Like-
wise, tra"c accidents have
also come down by 81% with
only 56 cases during the
lockdown. Additional Com-
missioner of Police, South
Prem Anand Sinha said,
“When there is no move-
ment, the crimes have to re-
duce. People are at home.
The criminals are afraid of
getting caught during vehi-
cle checks.”

Crime rate in city down 71% 
Movement restrictions and patrolling cited as reasons
R. Sivaraman

CHENNAI

From an average of eight chain snatchings per day, incidents
have come down to one, said Additional Commissioner of
Police, North, R. Dhinakaran. * M. KARUNAKARAN

Despite the appeal to people
not to visit markets and to
avoid crowding, thousands
$ocked to the Koyambedu
Wholesale Market Complex
(KWMC) on Friday to buy ve-
getables, fruits and $owers.
Roads leading to the market
were choked with vehicles.

Two days ago, individuals
and retail sellers gathered in
large numbers with little re-
gard to physical distancing
norms and other restrictions
put in place in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

On seeing the uncontrol-
lable surge in the crowd, the
Market Management Com-
mittee, which maintains the
market, appealed to the pu-
blic not to throng the market
and advised them to buy ve-
getables over mobile apps.

On Friday, there was a
huge rush again. Roads were
choked with two-wheelers,
goods carriers and auto rick-

shaws as police refused to al-
low many vehicles to enter
on grounds of restrictions.
They allowed vehicles of
bulk buyers and retailers
who had the required pass-
es. All entry points were
sealed and noti#cations
were a"xed on walls of the
market. 

Tough time for police
Police personnel had a
tough time regulating the
crowd, as many individuals
who came to market entered

into arguments with the per-
sonnel. 

A police o"cer said, “A
large number of people gath-
ered here to buy vegetables
and fruits and did not bother
to maintain personal dis-
tancing. Some of them said
they came all the way from
Manali to buying coriander
or a couple of brinjals. The
market committee has ap-
pealed repeatedly to the pu-
blic not to visit the market
and to utilise mobile apps
and the door delivery sys-
tem created by the CMDA.
Noti#cations were a"xed at
all entrances of the market
and only pass-holders are
allowed.”

Sales in Koyambedu who-
lesale market were heavily
hit on Thursday as many re-
tailers were turned away
too. Vehicles were stopped
even a few km away on Ka-
liamman Koil Street, Koyam-
bedu, as the police discour-
aged entry into the market
without a pass.

R. Sivaraman 

K. Lakshmi

Chennai

Vehicles parked
haphazardly near the
market on Friday. * M. VEDHAN

People throw caution to 
the wind, throng market 

3 boys injured as 
balcony collapses 
CHENNAI

Three boys were injured after
a balcony in the third floor of
Tamil Nadu Housing Board
Flats in Puliyur near
Kodambakkam collapsed. At
4.50 p.m on Friday, the boys,
aged between 8 and 12, were
playing on the balcony. 

IN BRIEF

Burglary in
Virugambakkam
CHENNAI: 

Unidentified persons broke
into a house in Devaraj Nagar,
Virugambakkam and
decamped with two
sovereigns of gold jewellery
and !25,000 in cash.
Police said Suresh, a call taxi
driver, left his house after the
lockdown and stayed with his
parents .

!200 penalty for not
wearing masks: Collector 
TIRUVALLUR

The Tiruvallur District
Collector, Mageshwari
Ravikumar, on Friday said
those who do not wear masks
while stepping out will be
asked to pay a fine amount of
!200. As on date there are
46 COVID-19 positive cases in
Tiruvallur. 

A 33-year-old man suc-
cumbed to injuries after fall-
ing from a four-storeyed
building in Ezhil Nagar, on a
false alarm by one of his

friends. The victim has been
identi#ed as Arumugam. He
was smoking ganja and play-
ing video games with his
friends on the terrace. A
friend raised a false alarm,
saying police had arrived . 

Man falls to death 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Long Term Reverse Repo Operation (LTRO) is a mechanism to facilitate the transmission of  
monetary policy actions and the flow of  credit to the economy. This helps in injecting liquidity in 
the banking system. 
Funds through LTRO are provided at the repo rate. This means that banks can avail one year and 
three-year loans at the same interest rate of  one day repo. But usually, loans with higher maturity 
period (here like 1 year and 3 years) will have a higher interest rate compared to short term (repo) 
loans. 
According to the RBI, the LTRO scheme will be in addition to the existing Liquidity Adjustment 
Facility (LAF) and the Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) operations. 
The LAF and MSF are the two sets of  liquidity operations by the RBI with the LAF having a 
number of  tools like repo, reverse repo, term repo etc. 
The central bank has been conducting LTROs for one- and three-year tenors of  appropriate sizes 
for up to a total amount of  Rs 1,00,000 crore at the policy repo rate from the fortnight beginning 
February 15, 2020. 
The central bank received total bids of  ₹1.94 lakh crore, for the three-year repo, compared with 
the notified amount of  ₹25,000 crores. 
In yet another (LTROs) ₹48,856 crores worth of  bids were conducted for an amount of  ₹25,000 
crores with a three-year tenor. 
LTROs are conducted on Core Banking Solution (E-KUBER) platform. The operations would be 
conducted at a fixed rate. 
The minimum bid amount would be Rs 1 crore and multiples thereof. There will be no restriction 
on the maximum amount of  bidding by individual bidders. 
E-Kuber 
 
e-Kuber is the Core Banking Solution of  Reserve Bank of  India which was introduced in 2012. 
Core Banking Solutions (CBS) can be defined as a solution that enables banks to offer a multitude 
of  customer-centric services on a 24x7 basis from a single location, supporting retail as well as 
corporate banking activities. 
The centralisation thus makes a “one-stop” shop for financial services a reality. Using CBS, 
customers can access their accounts from any branch, anywhere, irrespective of  where they have 
physically opened their accounts. 
Almost all branches of  commercial banks, including the Regional Rural Banks (RRBs), are 
brought into the core-banking fold. 
The e-kuber system can be accessed either through INFINET or Internet. The INFINET is a 
Closed User Group Network for the exclusive use of  member banks and financial institutions and 
is the communication backbone for the National Payments System. 
Benefits of  the LTROs 
 
Enhance Liquidity: It will enhance liquidity in the banking system by Rs 1 lakh crore. 
Bring down the cost of  funds for banks: The introduction of  long-term repo operations (LTRO) 
will bring down the cost of  funds for banks without effectively cutting deposit rates. This decision 
is likely to make reverse repo rate as the operative policy rate over a point of  time. 
Boost Investment: It is a measure that is expected to bring down short-term rates and also boost 
investment in corporate bonds. 
Ensure banks have durable liquidity: These efforts are being carried forward with a view to 
assuring banks about the availability of  durable liquidity at a reasonable cost relative to 
prevailing market conditions. 
Ensure credit flow to productive sectors: This should encourage banks to undertake maturity 
transformation smoothly and seamlessly so as to augment credit flows to productive sectors. 
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TAMIL NADU

Pvt. hospital sealed for
treating COVID-19 cases 
VELLORE

A private nursing home in
Konavattam was sealed on
Thursday night for treating
patients with COVID-19
symptoms. Revenue official
from Vellore said that Indira
Nursing Home was sealed
after the inquires revealed
that there was a ‘prima facie’
evidence that it treated
COVID-19 patients. Collector
A. Shanmuga Sundaram said
no private clinic or hospital
should treat patients with
fever and breathing problems. 

IN BRIEF

Sanitation workers
screened at Ambur 
TIRUPATTUR

Field workers, including
sanitation staff, involved in
combating COVID-19 in areas
like Ambur, were screened to
prevent infection. As part of
the containment programme,
the 36 wards of Ambur
municipal limit are being
disinfected on a daily basis. 
Swab tests were conducted
on contacts of positive cases
from Ambur. 

Puducherry opens 
COVID-19 dashboard 
PUDUCHERRY

The Department of Revenue
and Disaster Management
has opened a dashboard to
share official data regarding
COVID-19 in the Union
Territory. Visit https://
covid19dashboard.py.gov.in
for information on COVID-19. 
Minister for Revenue M.O.H.F
Shahjahan inaugurated the
dashboard on Thursday, the
release said. 

DMK president M.K. Stalin on
Friday slammed Chief Minis-
ter Edappadi K. Palaniswami
and asked him not to play
with the lives of the citizens of
Tamil Nadu. He said that Mr.
Palaniswami had been indulg-
ing in diversionary tactics by
stating that there is no CO-
VID-19 spread in the State,
right from the beginning.

In a statement on Friday,
Mr. Stalin charged that it was
due to the lies and deception
of the State government that
Tamil Nadu was facing such a
crisis. “Do not hide the dis-
ease, do not give out false sta-
tistics, increase testing. Im-
mediately purchase medical
equipment, protective gear.
Do not make erroneous, false
promises that cannot be ful-
!lled. Take measures to some-
how save the lives of the peo-
ple of the State,” Mr. Stalin
said.

The DMK leader said that

the Chief Minister was not on-
ly befooling himself by hiding
the spread of the disease, he
was also fooling the people. “I
am repeatedly asking you not
to play with the lives of the ci-
tizens for your political gains
and agenda,” he said.

Pointing to Mr. Palaniswa-
mi’s statement on Thursday at
a press conference that CO-
VID-19 cases would decline in
another two to three days, Mr.
Stalin wondered if he was try-
ing to divert the issue. 

“The Chief Minister himself
said that 17,835 persons have
been tested so far. Of this, the
results of 1,383 persons have
not come yet. Those who
know what percentage these
18,000 persons constitute out
of the total population of Ta-
mil Nadu should inform the

Chief Minister about the sta-
tistic,” Mr. Stalin said.

“Despite repeated warn-
ings from everyone to buy
more medical equipment and
increase testing, he did not
heed to this and is suddenly
claiming that the spread has
come down…this is like a cat
closing its eyes and thinking
that the whole world has be-
come dark,” the DMK presi-
dent charged.

The leader of the Opposi-
tion also questioned how the
Chief Minister was claiming
that his government took
swift action to control the
spread of the disease. “When
the intensity of the spread of
COVID-19 came to light in Ja-
nuary-end in Kerala, the Kera-
la government announced it
as a disaster on February 4.
But Mr. Palaniswami said that
the borders of Tamil Nadu
was closed on March 16. Was
that swift action? Was that an
action taken knowing the in-
tensity of the disease?” Mr.
Stalin said.

The DMK leader further
said that he kept insisting on
an all-party meeting to be
held so that they would be
able to apprise the ruling par-
ty of the nature of the disease

and the people’s expectations
of the government. “But the
Chief Minister, who nods to
whatever the Prime Minister
says, somehow forgot to
speak about our request to
hold an all-party meet,” he
said. Mr. Stalin said that since
the meeting was not held, he
had sent a letter with various
recommendations for the
Chief Minister to consider, but
Mr. Palaniswami had instead
resorted to attacking him in-
stead of implementing those
recommendations or even
saying that he would consider
them.

Seeking Centre’s help
On the Chief Minister’s charge
that DMK MPs should ask the
Centre to help the State since
the Opposition parties have
38 MPs in the Parliament, Mr.
Stalin pointed out that DMK
took part in the all-party
meeting with the Prime Minis-
ter and the party’s represen-
tative T.R. Baalu had asked the
Centre to provide the funds
sought by the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment to !ght COVID-19.
“He has also made the request
in writing. Has the Chief Mi-
nister forgotten that?” Mr. Sta-
lin said.

Do not play with people’s lives: Stalin 
DMK chief says it
is due to the govt.’s
lies that the State
faces a crisis

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

M.K. Stalin

A multi-party meeting con-
vened by the DMK on Thurs-
day urged the government
to give "1 crore as solatium
to families of persons who
died of COVID-19 in Tamil
Nadu.

At the meeting held
through video-conferenc-
ing, leaders also demanded
special pay and pay hike to
government employees and
medical professionals in-
volved in combating the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. “Families
of government employees
who die while on duty [bat-
tling the pandemic] should
be given "1 crore compensa-
tion. The present compen-
sation of "10 lakh is not
adequate,” said a resolution
adopted in the meeting
chaired by DMK president
M.K. Stalin.

Contending that the
32,371 quarantine wards,
5,934 emergency wards and
3,371 ventilators were not
adequate, the meeting said
that it was a matter of con-
cern that the State govern-
ment had given up its rights
to purchase medical equip-

ment. “The State should
procure them on a war foot-
ing and the Centre should
not remain a mute specta-
tor,” another resolution
said.

Those at the meeting also
made a strong case for dis-
tributing "5,000 to all ration
cardholders, saying that the
lockdown had deprived
farmers, !shermen, weav-
ers and unorganised work-
ers of their livelihoods. “The
Centre should release
"15,000 crore, demanded
by the State government,”
the resolution said.

Leaders of parties includ-
ing Congress, MDMK,
CPI-M, CPI, VCK, MMK and
IJK, who participated in the
virtual meeting, alleged that
even though the disease
spread in China as early as
December 2019, and the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) announced emer-
gency measures, the BJP go-
vernment at the Centre
failed to take note of the sit-
uation seriously. 

“Even after the disease
spread in Kerala, the Centre
did not take precautionary
measures,” the leaders said. 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Oppn. meet demands
!1 cr. for victims’ kin

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Friday
said there was no need to
respond to criticism le-
velled by DMK president
M.K. Stalin over handling
COVID-19 issues. He ac-
cused the Leader of the
Opposition of not behav-
ing responsibly.

“There is no need to
reply to his criticism. An
Opposition leader should
behave responsibly,” he
told mediapersons. 

“[Stalin is]…criticising
government every day and
making announcements;
the entire government ma-
chinery is functioning. All
o#cials are working day
and night, staying away
from family, risking their
lives and serving the pu-
blic. This is the time to save
lives. If some good sugges-
tions are made [by the Op-
position], the government
is ready to accept and im-
plement them,” he added.

CM plays down
criticism
Staff Reporter

Salem

Convalescent plasma treat-
ment involves injecting the
COVID-19 patient with conva-
lescent sera of people who
recovered from the infection
recently. The patient cured
of the disease will have anti-
bodies that drive coronavirus
away, says the report of the
WHO-China Joint Mission on
COVID-19.

What is the meaning of
convalescent sera for
COVID-19 and how does it
act?

The serum of COVID-19
cured individuals will have
virus-neutralising antibodies
which will act as a passive an-
tibody therapy. It is called
convalescent sera of CO-
VID-19. 

How can we collect
convalescent sera? 

We can collect it in two ways: 

(i) Using routine blood
withdrawal followed by cen-
trifuge technique. Here we
can collect 180 ml to 220 ml
of convalescent sera and we
can store it in -60 degree C
up to one year. 

(ii) Using aphresis ma-
chine/cell separator ma-
chine, we can collect even
600 ml of convalescent sera

at one time and safely store
for a year. 

Who will be a suitable
candidate to receive
convalescent sera of
COVID-19?

Those who are su$ering
from SARS-CoV-2 infection
with moderate/severe sepsis
with or without ventilator
support.

What is the dose, frequency
and duration of
convalescent sera? 

At present, there is no availa-
ble literature in the World.
Based on our previous expe-
rience (more than 5 years in
hepatitis B virus), I would re-
commend 180 ml to 220 ml
of convalescent sera of CO-
VID 19, once a day for a mini-
mum three to !ve consecu-
tive days.

Which is the meaning of
therapeutic plasma
exchange? 

The process of removal of ab-
normal substances from cir-
culation which are either
present in plasma or are
tightly bound to plasma pro-
teins is known as therapeutic
plasma exchange. In CO-
VID-19 patients, their plasma
will contain enormous in-
%ammatory mediators which
cause severe lung injury. 

What will be the better
proposed model for
COVID-19 sick patients? 

Based on previous expe-
riences with other diseases,
in COVID-19 severe cases, a
combination of therapeutic
plasma exchange technique
using convalescent sera will
reduce the “cytokine storm”
which will help recovery. 

Convalescent plasma therapy for COVID-19

A public interest litigation
(PIL) petition has been !led
in the Madras High Court ac-
cusing the State government
of having completely ne-
glected the travails faced by
women because of signi!-
cant increase in domestic
violence cases during the

nationwide lockdown to
!ght COVID-19.

Advocate Sudha Ramalin-
gam has !led the petition
seeking a direction to the go-
vernment to ensure that the
victim women get e$ective
access to the Protection Of-
!cers and that the latter
were provided all necessary
infrastructure required to

rescue the victims.
Justices R. Subbiah and R.

Pongiappan directed the go-
vernment to respond to the
PIL petition next week after
the petitioner’s counsel B.
Poonguzhali pointed out
that spurt in domestic vio-
lence cases during the lock-
down had been reported
even in the U.K.

‘Women’s lockdown travails ignored’
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

DR M Abdul Rahim, ENT Surgeon,
Aged 83 Years, Passed away peace-
fully at his Residence in chennai
on 16th April, 2020. Mob:
+919940636631.
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OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

Summer corresponds with
the Tamil months Panguni,
Chithirai and Vaikasi, and
has always been a produc-
tive season for musicians
and folk artists as many
marriages and temple fes-
tivals, particularly in village
temples in the southern dis-
tricts, take place during this
period.

The COVID-19 pandemic,
however, came in the way
this year. As cancellation of
marriages and temple fes-
tivals deprived the artists of
their livelihood, vocalist
and author T.M. Krishna
and writer Lalitharam, the
founders of Parivadhini
which promotes nagaswa-
ram and thavil music, have
stepped in to help them by
mobilising funds.

“We have distributed ov-
er "23 lakh till now to
around 700 artists and we
still have a lot of requests
for help,” said Mr. Krishna,
who has set up the CO-
VID-19 Artists Fund.

The money is distributed
through Sumanasa Founda-
tion and Bhuvana Founda-
tion. 

Online concert
“I started with an online
concert and donors have
made their contributions.
We directly transfer money
to the accounts of the ar-
tists. We give each "3,500,”
Mr. Krishna, a Magsaysay
Award winner said.

Nagaswaram and thavil
players, instrument mak-
ers, artists involved in devo-
tional music, karagattam,
koothu, light and sound
technicians, make-up ar-
tists, performers of naiyan-
dimelam, pambai, parai,

poikalkuthirai, regional
theatre, silambam and thol-
pavaikoothu are among
those provided with assis-
tance by Mr. Krishna.

“We consulted artists
and experts in the !eld for
identifying the deserving
candidates and credited the
money in their bank ac-
counts. We give money to
the individuals or to the
troupe. We are maintaining
transparency in our tran-
sactions,” Mr. Krishna
explained.

Mr. Lalitharam said Pari-
vadhini was only playing
the role of a facilitator link-
ing the donors and the ar-
tists. 

“We have con!ned our-
selves to nagaswaram and
thavil players and we have
selected artists who are
above 60-years-old. Donors
directly transfer the money
to their accounts,” Mr. La-
litharam said.

So far, Parivadhini has
helped 155 nagaswaram
and thavil players. “We re-
quest the donors to give
"5,000 to each artist. So
far, we have distributed
"7,75,000,” he said.

An initiative to help out
artists in distress 
Founders of Parivadhini mobilise 
!23 lakh, help over 700 performers

B. Kolappan

CHENNAI 

Small Industries Development Bank of  India (SIDBI), 
set up on April 2, 1990 under an Act of  Indian 
Parliament, is the Principal Financial Institution for 
the Promotion, Financing and Development of  the 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) sector 
and for Co-ordination of  the functions of  the 
institutions engaged in similar activities. 
The business domain of  SIDBI consists of  Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), which 
contribute significantly to the national economy in 
terms of  production, employment and exports. MSME 
sector is an important pillar of  Indian economy as it 
contributes greatly to the growth of  Indian economy 
with a vast network of  around 3 crore units, creating 
employment of  about 7 crore, manufacturing more 
than 6,000 products, contributing about 45% to 
manufacturing output and about 40% of  exports, 
directly and indirectly. In addition, SIDBI's assistance 
also flows to the service sector including transport, 
health care, tourism sectors etc

National Housing Bank 
(NHB) It was established 
in 1988, under National 
Housing Bank Act, 1987. 
It is an All India 
Financial Institution 
(AIFI).
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 19.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Saturday: Thunderstorm with lightning and gust
likely in Assam, Meghalaya, West Bengal, Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................. -....30.6....21.7 Kozhikode..................... -....37.4....28.2
Ahmedabad............ -....39.5....27.4 Kurnool ........................ -....41.1....27.8
Aizawl.................... -....28.7....15.8 Lucknow....................... -....36.9....24.4
Allahabad............... -....43.4....24.4 Madurai ........................ -....39.2....26.0
Bengaluru .............. -....34.9....23.5 Mangaluru .................... -....36.4....26.9
Bhopal ................... -......... -....26.2 Mumbai ........................ -....34.2....26.2
Bhubaneswar.......... -....37.4....26.7 Mysuru ......................... -....34.9....23.3
Chandigarh ............ -....34.1....22.3 New Delhi .................... -....37.8....23.8
Chennai ................. -....34.6....28.1 Patna ........................... -....35.8....24.2
Coimbatore ............ -....37.2....25.4 Port Blair.................. 0.8....32.7....24.8
Dehradun ............... -....33.6....20.2 Puducherry ................... -....35.0....27.2
Gangtok................. -....23.6....12.5 Pune............................. -....39.1....22.0
Goa........................ -....34.4....27.7 Raipur .......................... -....40.7....26.1
Guwahati ......... 24.4....28.0....18.3 Ranchi .......................... -....37.8....23.4
Hubballi ................. -....36.0....23.0 Shillong.................. 12.0....22.0......... -
Hyderabad ............. -....39.4....25.6 Shimla.......................... -....17.7....13.8
Imphal ............... 6.2....20.3....16.2 Srinagar.................... 3.0....13.8....10.0
Jaipur .................... -....39.8....27.0 Thiruvananthapuram.... 44.8....34.2....24.4
Kochi ................. 3.4....33.6....25.0 Tiruchi.......................... -....39.4....27.2
Kohima ............ 12.6....20.2....11.8 Vijayawada ................... -....37.9....25.0
Kolkata .............. 2.0....35.0....25.7 Visakhapatnam .............. -....32.8....27.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
7.00 p.m., Singrauli,
Madhya Pradesh recorded
an overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 208
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 28.

Ahmedabad..... 23 .30 .11 ....57 ...75 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 09 .23 .50 ..173 ......- ....*
Chennai .......... 06 .14 .38 ....17 ......- ....*
Delhi .............. 21 .27 .16 ....59 .135 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 05 .48 .24 ....84 ......- ....*
Kolkata........... 09 .10 .22 ....34 ...51 ....*
Lucknow ......... 07 .21 .52 ..237 ......- ....*
Mumbai .......... 06 .05 102 ....36 ...56 ....*
Pune............... 28 .10 .49 ....35 ...34 ....*
Visakhapatnam 06 .40 .06 ....25 ...64 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Kerala’s COVID-19 graph con-
tinued to !atline, with just
one person newly testing
positive for COVID-19 and 10
others recovering from the
disease on Friday.

Of 395 cases reported in
Kerala so far, 138 were under
treatment in hospitals. Ex-
cept for two, the remaining
255 had recovered . The lone
case reported on Friday was

from Kozhikode, a contact of
an imported case.

The number of persons
currently under surveillance
in the State was 78,980, of
whom 526 are isolated in
hospitals and the remaining
78,454 in home quarantine. 

“All our attention is now
poised towards managing
the post-lockdown period,
when we expect an in!ux of
lakhs of Malayalis, all of
whom will have to complete

a monitored quarantine pe-
riod in government facilities,
before going home,” a senior
health o"cial said.

A.P. has 38 cases
Andhra Pradesh reported 38
new COVID-19 positive cases
on Friday and the death toll

stood at 14. The total number
of cases reached 572 (523 ac-
tive) from 534 (500 active)
on April 16, the Health De-
partment said.

Of the 38 new cases, 13
were from Kurnool, six from
Nellore, #ve each from Anan-
tapur and Chittoor, four

each from Guntur and Krish-
na and one from Kadapa. Be-
sides 523 persons were un-
der treatment, 35 have been
discharged. Telangana’s total
cases stood at 766, of which
562 were active, 186 had
been discharged and the
death toll stood at 18. 

In another spike, a stag-
gering 44 new positive cases
were con#rmed in Karnata-
ka, taking total infections to
359, the Health department
said on Friday.

The 44 new cases were a
new daily high. “Today is a
very negative day as far as
the numbers are con-
cerned,” Primary and Secon-
dary Education Minister Su-
resh Kumar told reporters.
“We have increased our ca-
pacity and we are testing
more samples,” he said. Over
17,000 tests had been con-
ducted, Mr. Kumar said. 

On the pharma company,
Jubilant in Nanjanagudu, My-
suru district, Mr. Kumar said
1,705 people were quaran-
tined, 1225 were tested, and
61 were positive, while re-
ports of 480 were awaited.

The government issued a
circular for testing in private
labs and #xed the cost at
$2250. ICMR had purchased,
6,50,000 rapid tests kits na-
tionally, of which Karnataka
would get 12,400 kits. 

(With PTI inputs)

Kerala ready for post-lockdown phase 
New COVID-19 cases touch another high in Karnataka at 44, Andhra Pradesh records 38 new cases

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram/
VIJAYAWADA/Bengaluru

Gaps still remain: A woman coming out of a barricaded red zone in the Akkayapalem area of Visakhapatnam to buy essentials
during the nationwide lockdown on Friday. * K.R. DEEPAK
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No full stops in India

Actor-politician Nikhil Kum-
araswamy, son of former
Karnataka Chief Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy, got
married on Friday amid alle-
gation that norms on social
distancing and wearing of
masks were not followed. 

While the Ramanagaram
district administration is
now set to probe if the CO-
VID-19 guidelines were vio-
lated during the wedding,
photographs released by the
family of the wedding that
took place at the farmhouse
of Mr. Kumaraswamy at
Kethuganahalli, near Bidadi,
suggest that social distanc-
ing guidelines had not been
maintained during the cere-
monies. 

Twitter photos
However, as criticism grew,
the family, later in the day,
released pictures showing
guests sitting apart wearing
masks and being given hand
sanitisers.

Taking to Twitter after the

wedding, Mr. Kumaraswamy
claimed, “At a time when
COVID-19 pandemic has
caused crisis worldwide, the
marriage was performed
well by adhering to the go-
vernment guidelines of so-
cial distancing and adequate
precaution.”

About 200 close relatives
of the bride and the bride-

groom attended the wed-
ding and by late afternoon
most of them had left the
farmhouse, Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) sources said, and added
that “some were wearing
masks”. Sources said that
the farmhouse had been bar-
ricaded and no one except
family members were al-
lowed to get in.

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Nikhil Kumarswamy and Revathi during the wedding
ceremony in Ramanagaram on Friday. * ANI

Kumaraswamy’s son ties the
knot, !outing lockdown norms

The COVID-19 #nance pack-
age announced by the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) on
Friday is too inadequate to
manage the #scal crisis as it
will fetch only $729 crore for
the State, Kerala Finance Mi-
nister T.M. Thomas Isaac has
said. Dr. Isaac said here on
Friday that the package
norms lacked clarity and the
only option left before the
Centre to salvage the crisis
was to raise the annual bor-
rowing limit for States from
the current 3% to 5%. 

Additional loans
The announcement that
States could avail themselves
of loans up to 60% of the
ways and means segment
would fetch the State only
$1,215 crore, but would have
to repay it in 21 days. 

He said the Centre did not
seem to be aware of the grav-
ity of the current crisis. The
RBI should direct banks to

sanction additional loans to
small and medium traders
and such others who were
forced to bear the brunt of

the crisis. Micro, small and
medium enterprises and tra-
ditional industries such as
coir and cashew needed sup-
port for reviving their opera-
tions. Their loans should be
restructured, he said.

The Centre should an-
nounce waiver of farm loans,
extend the moratorium on
all loan repayment for a year
and also waive the interest
during the period. Similar to
the sops announced for cor-
porates, the Centre should
adopt a liberal approach in
the case of other sectors too,
he said.

Dr. Isaac welcomed the
packages announced by
non-banking #nance compa-
nies, National Housing Bank,
Small industrial Develop-
ment Bank of India (SIDBI),
and National Bank for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD).

RBI package for States inadequate: Kerala 
Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Benny Ajantha, an award-
winning wildlife photogra-
pher from Pathanamthitta,
has always taken pride in his
exclusive collection of wil-
dlife and nature photo-
graphs. 

Now, he is joining the #ght
against COVID-19 by selling a
portion of his digital photo-
graphs online and contribut-
ing the revenue thus generat-
ed to either the Chief
Minister’s Distress Relief
Fund (CMDRF) or the Prime
Minister’s National Relief
Fund (PMNRF).

Mr. Ajantha has uploaded
images of 175 photographs

on Facebook. Those wishing
to purchase the photographs
may remit $500 a picture
either to the CMDRF (dona-
tion.cmdrf.kerala.gov.in) or

the PMNRF (pmnrf.gov.in/
en/online-donation). They
should sent the digital cash
receipt along with the select-
ed photographs and their

email ID to Mr.Ajantha’s
Whatsapp number
(9447053238) for him to
send its high-resolution im-
ages. Benny said photo-

graphs worth $18,000 were
sold on the #rst day on
Thursday, boosting the
CMDRF kitty. The high-reso-
lution photographs can be
enlarged to distortion-free
wall-size images suited for
drawing rooms.

Mr. Ajantha is a recipient
of wildlife photography
awards instituted by the Ker-
ala Forest and Wildlife De-
partment, the State Biodiver-
sity Board, the Information
and Public Relations Depart-
ment, the Kerala State Coun-
cil for Science, Technology
and Environment, the Kerala
State Resource Centre, and
the Farm Information Bu-
reau.

Wildlife photographs will add to relief funds 
Award-winning photographer Benny Ajantha from Kerala is selling many of his works online 
RADHAKRISHNAN KUTTOOR

PATHANAMTHITTA 

Photographs of Malabar starlings, a baby monkey with its mother and a wasp taken by the
award winning wildlife photographer Benny Ajantha. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

O!cers suspended for
allowing car festival 
KALABURAGI

Taking a serious note of the
huge gathering on Thursday
at the Siddalingeshwara
temple car festival at Rawoor
village in Kalaburagi district
of Karnataka, Chittapur Child
Development Project Officer
Rajkumar Rathod, who was
designated as sectoral
magistrate, and sub-
inspector of police
Vijayakumar Bavagi, attached
to the Wadi station, have
been suspended, pending an
inquiry.

IN BRIEF

Jagan launches one 
lakh rapid testing kits 
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Friday launched one
lakh rapid testing kits, which
were despatched from Seoul
in South Korea in a chartered
flight. The kits display results
in about 10 minutes and they
would be despatched to all
districts in four to five days.
Mr. Reddy said COVID-19
testing will gain momentum
with the arrival of the new
kits. 

20 Iranian students from
Telangana, A.P. evacuated 
HYDERABAD 

Unable to put up with the
loneliness due to coronavirus
outbreak and the subsequent
lockdown, over 20 Iranian
students staying in
Hyderabad and neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh left for their
homeland on Friday. While
none of them had any
symptoms of COVID-19, they
never stepped out of their
houses or hostels during the
lockdown period. As many as
191 Iranian nationals stuck in
different cities in India were
evacuated on a special flight
from the Chhatrapati Shivaji
International Airport in
Mumbai. 

The Kerala government is
exploring alternatives to the
salary challenge announced
for employees and teachers
last week. 

Finance Minister T.M.
Thomas Isaac said here on
Friday that the Cabinet
would take a call on the
issue soon. The move
comes in the wake of the
lukewarm response from a
section of employees to the

challenge and political
resistance of the Congress-
led United Democratic
Front to the proposal.
Dearness Allowance arrears
of employees may be routed
to the Chief Minister’s
Distress Relief Fund
(CMDRF).

Earlier, the Kerala
government had appealed
to donate a month’s salary
either as a lump sum
payment or in instalments
to the CMDRF. 

‘Exploring alternatives
to salary challenge’
Special Correspondent 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A research laboratory fund-
ed by the Department of
Science and Technology has
developed a rapid diagnostic
test that can potentially
speed up the testing of a
batch of suspected COVID-19
samples by 15 times and cut
costs by two-thirds.

The Chitra GeneLAMP-N,
made by scientists at the Sree
Chitra Tirunal Institute for
Medical Sciences and Tech-
nology (SCTIMST), Thiruva-
nanthapuram, has already
been licensed to Agappe
Diagnostics Ltd., an Ernaku-
lam-based company. If ap-
provals come through, about
20,000 kits could be made
by the month-end, said Asha
Kishore, director, SCTIMST. 

Union Health Minister
Harsh Varshan tweeted:
“Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute
for Medical Sciences & Tech,
Trivandrum, an Institute of
National Importance, of the

@IndiaDST, has developed a
diagnostic test kit that can
con#rm #COVID19 in 2 hours
at a low cost.” 

Though quali#ed by the
National Institute of Virolo-
gy’s sister organisation — NIV
Alappuzha — as #t to be of-
fered as a diagnostic, the kit
awaits formal approval by
the Indian Council for Medi-
cal Research and its manu-
facturers, and a licence from
the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation.

Rapid-Reverse Transcrip-
tase Polymerase Chain Reac-
tion (RT-PCR) tests are consi-
dered the gold standard for
detecting the virus. It in-
volves extracting RNA from a
swab, collected from the
throat or nose, converting it
into DNA, magnifying the
quantity of DNA and using
chemical probes to bind tar-
get genes that distinguish
SARS-CoV2 from other virus-
es. While it takes two hours
to extract RNA from a given

batch of samples, the analy-
sis can take two-and-a-half
hours to detect the presence
(or absence) of virus in a gi-
ven batch. 

‘Analyse in 10 minutes’
By employing its in-house
technology called reverse
transcriptase loop-mediated
ampli#cation of viral nucleic
acid (RT-LAMP), it zooms in
on regions of the virus’ nu-
cleocaspid (N) gene and can
analyse a batch in 10
minutes.

Most RT-PCR kits focus on
two di%erent genes, the E
(envelope) gene and the
RdRP (RNA dependent RNA
polymerase) gene. The WHO
recommends a E and RdRP

test, while the U.S.’s Centres
for Disease Control requires
an N Gene test. “The N-Gene
test is a con#rmatory test
and widely employed in Ger-
many and China among oth-
er countries. However, the
design of it is complicated
and can be expensive. Ho-
wever, we’ve managed to de-
velop it satisfactorily while
keeping costs low,” said Dr.
Kishore. The CDC protocol
says three regions of the N
gene must be analysed but
the Chitra-model tests two to
con#rm the identity of the
virus.

Anoop Thekkuveettil, a se-
nior scientist of the biomedi-
cal technology wing of the in-
stitute, was able to develop

the kit in 3 weeks, she said. 
Tests conducted at the

NIV Alappuzha showed that
it detected 100% of all refe-
rence COVID samples and
successfully detected 100%
of non-COVID samples.
While some kits approved by
the ICMR and currently in
use for diagnosing the infec-
tion have a similar 100% pro-
#le, some don’t. In the spirit
of accelerating testing, the
scale of the pandemic has
moved regulatory agencies
around the world to ease
standards and facilitate the
availability of more kits.

A total of 30 samples can
be tested in a single batch
and the unit consists of an
RNA extraction machine,
which too is locally deve-
loped. Probes, a critical as-
pect of PCR testing and fre-
quently imported, for this
test can be procured from
several places in India. “Eve-
rything can be made and de-
veloped in India, except for
some sensors in the analysis
machine,” Dr. Kishore em-
phasised. 

New indigenous kit may soon accelerate testing 
It can speed up the process by 15 
times and cut costs by two-thirds
special correspondent

NEW DELHI
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National Agriculture Market (NAM) is a pan-India electronic trading portal which networks the existing APMC 
mandis to create a unified national market for agricultural commodities. 
It is managed by Small Farmers' Agribusiness Consortium(SFAC) under Department of  Agriculture, 
Cooperation & Farmers' Welfare. 
The NAM Portal provides a single window service for all APMC related information and services. 
It currently links 450 APMCs from across 13states, different commodities including staple food grains, 
vegetables and fruits are currently listed in its list of  commodities available for trade. 
Traders and exporters need to get themselves registered with the portal to access its services. 
This includes commodity arrivals & prices, buy & sell trade offers, provision to respond to trade offers, among 
other services. 
What was the mechanism prior to e-NAM? 
 
Agriculture marketing is administered by the States as per their agri-marketing regulations. 
Under which, the State is divided into several market areas, each of  which is administered by a separate 
Agricultural Produce Marketing Committee (APMC) which imposes its own marketing regulation (including 
fees). 
This fragmentation of  markets, even within the State, hinders free flow of  agri commodities from one market 
area to another without commensurate benefit to the farmer. 
What is the working mechanism of  e-NAM? 
 
Under e-NAM willing States to accordingly enact suitable provisions in their APMC Act for promotion of  e-
trading by their State Agricultural Marketing Board/APMC. 
States to undertake reforms prior to seeking assistance under the scheme in respect of  
Single license to be valid across the State. 
Single point levy of  market fee (i.e. on the first wholesale purchase from the farmer will be charged). 
Provision for electronic auction as a mode for price discovery. 
 Only those States/UTs that have completed these three pre-requisites will be eligible for assistance under the 
scheme. 
Besides the State Marketing Boards/APMCs must enable the promotion of  the e-auction platform. 
The States will need to ensure that the mandis that are integrated with NAM makes provision for requisite 
online connectivity, hardware and assaying equipments. 
The payment to the farmers will be provided to the farmers with valid license linked with Aadhaar through 
DBT by state APMCs. 
What are the advantages of  e-NAM? 
 
A unified market through online trading platform, both, at State and National level and promotes uniformity, 
streamlining of  procedures across the integrated markets. 
E-NAM removes information asymmetry between buyers and sellers and promotes real time price discovery. 
It uses estimations based on actual demand and supply, promotes transparency in auction process. 
It allows farmers to access a nationwide market with prices commensurate with quality of  his produce. 
It also allows online payment and availability of  better quality produce and at more reasonable prices to the 
consumer. 
What are few challenges e-NAM is facing? 
 
State agricultural departments have been finding it difficult to convince all stakeholders like farmers, traders 
and commission agents to move to the online platform. 
The platform is not fully functional in any State as there are no scientific sorting/grading facilities or quality 
testing machines. 
Lack of  technical expertise and internet facility at the State Agricultural Departments has also delayed the 
setting up of  grading/assaying facilities. 
The huge share of  the trade recorded in the e-NAM portal was actually carried out offline and the values were 
fed into the portal to make it look like genuine online transactions. 
This completely defeats the purpose as the main objective of  an online auction portal is to help price discovery.

MSP in Agriculture 
MSP is a form of  government intervention to insure the farmers against a steep decline in the prices of  their 
goods and to help them prevent losses. The government of  India sets the MSP twice a year for 24 commodities. 
This is done by the government to protect the farmers against a fall in prices in a year of  bumper production. 
When the market price falls below the declared MSP, the government would purchase the entire quantity from 
the farmers at MSP. 
 
The chief  objectives of  setting up MSP are: 
 
Support farmers from distress sales 
To procure food grains for public distribution
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EDITORIAL

Hospital ordeal
It is incredible to read
about the sorry state of one
of the famous metropolitan
cities and the commercial
capital of the country (Page
1, “Mumbai runs out of
beds in ICUs, patients
su!er”, April 17). If China
can build a huge hospital
within a few days, and with
hundreds of beds equipped
with all facilities, it is
unfortunate that it is dismal
in India. Can anyone
imagine a more pathetic
situation than what had
happened to the 49-year-
old man who had to run
from pillar to post waiting
for an ICU bed and "nally
breathing his last without
getting medical aid from
any one of the "ve hospitals
he visited in the city. This is
a shocking case of

callousness,
unpreparedness and a total
lack of foresight. If this is
happening in a great city
like Mumbai, what about
the rural areas of
Rajasthan, Bihar and
Odisha? Why the Centre
and State government have
driven Mumbai residents to
this misery is unintelligible.
The biggest question is this:
will they wake up now to
save people of Mumbai
from perishing unattended?
J. Eden Alexander,

Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu

Entrance examination
The pandemic and the
crisis it has created as
a!ected education gravely.
As we know, the questions
in the Joint Entrance
Examination-Main
(erstwhile AIEEE) are basic

in nature while those in
JEE-Advanced (erstwhile
IIT-JEE) are more analytical
in nature (Editorial page, “A
case to use JEE-Main
instead of JEE-Advanced
this year”, April 17). There
should be no move to dilute
the quality of intake in the
prestigious Indian Institutes
of Technology. 
Naveen Shekhar,

Siwan, Bihar

! JEE Mains and Advanced
are totally di!erent exams. It
may not be an exaggeration
to say that an average
student can clear the JEE
Main cut-o! by sheer
cramming and making
intelligent guesses. This is
not the case with the JEE-A.
It is a very comprehensive
check of a student’s
understanding of concepts.

While making a guess that
90% of students have a rank
di!erence of 100 in both
exams, one is ignoring the
marks distribution for the
exams. While many students
are above 90 percentile in
JEE-M, JEE-A has a much
sparse distribution. IITs are
facing a crisis because of the
relaxation of admission
norms in some instances.
The IITs are the most
premier academic
institutions of the country.
They should have students
having the best cognitive
abilities and intelligence. 
Harnit Singh Sudan,

Jammu

! With his sound arguments,
the writer has given words to
the concerns of several IIT
and NIT aspirants who "nd
themselves in the deep end

the new normal, a few
students are even wondering
whether they will physically
enter classrooms in the
prestigious institutions. If the
writer’s recommendations
do materialise, a number of
students will heave a sigh of
relief. 
Varsha V. Shenoy,

Kodialbail, Mangaluru

now. An inde"nite
postponement of the JEE-
Advanced examination will
only disrupt the academic
schedule. Delaying
evaluation and the
counselling process will
further delay
commencement of classes.
Therefore, it is reasonable to
reduce the academic burden
on students. In the wake of
virtual learning becoming
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Mathew Idiculla 

L
ate night on March 23, while
the nation was vexed with
the coronavirus crisis, Shiv-

raj Singh Chouhan of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) was sworn in as
the Chief Minister of Madhya Pra-
desh in a small ceremony at the
Raj Bhavan. The next morning, he
won a trust vote in an Assembly
session boycotted by the Congress
legislators. The Supreme Court
had, on March 19, given an order
directing the Speaker to conduct a
#oor test the next day. Kamal Nath
of the Congress party resigned as
Chief Minister just hours before
the scheduled time for the #oor
test. With the resignation of the 22
Congress MLAs who subsequently
joined the BJP, the halfway mark of
the Assembly had reduced, allow-
ing the BJP to stake claim to form
the government.

In the midst of the coronavirus
pandemic, the BJP machine was
still active and able to wrest power
in yet another State it lost in the
Assembly elections. The rush to
hold a #oor test seems to be have
been driven by the need to cap-
ture the reins of the State before a

longer coronavirus lockdown.
Much of India was already in a
lockdown when Mr. Chouhan took
oath. Since no other Minister was
sworn in, Madhya Pradesh does
not presently have a cabinet or a
dedicated Health Minister at this
time of a health emergency.

New method of bypass
The political skulduggery in Mad-
hya Pradesh represents a new
method of bypassing the anti-de-
fection law and toppling elected
governments. The H.D. Kumaras-
wamy-led Congress-JD(S) govern-
ment was brought down in July
last year in a similar manner with
17 MLAs of the ruling coalition re-
signing and joining the BJP. Under
this novel method, a set of legisla-
tors of the party in power is made
to resign from the Assembly to re-
duce the total strength of the
House enough for the BJP to cross
the halfway mark to form govern-
ment. In the ensuing by-elections,
the members who resigned were
then "elded as BJP candidates
(most of whom have been re-elect-
ed in the case of Karnataka). The
same practice is likely to be repeat-
ed in Madhya Pradesh soon.

This method of mass defection
circumvents the provisions of the
Tenth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion (better known as the anti-de-
fection law) that prescribes the
grounds for disquali"cation of le-
gislators: voluntarily giving up par-

ty membership and voting or ab-
staining to vote against party
directions. Though resignation is
not mentioned as a ground for dis-
quali"cation, the Speaker in Kar-
nataka disquali"ed them for the
rest of the Assembly’s term, there-
by barring them from contesting
the by-polls. While the Supreme
Court upheld the disquali"cation,
it stuck down the bar from contest-
ing by-polls. In Madhya Pradesh,
since the Speaker has accepted the
resignation of the MLAs, the defec-
tors can in any case contest the
by-polls.

The recurrence of this model of
defection signals the exploitation
of the inherent weaknesses of the
anti-defection law. While solo le-
gislators jumping ship might have
reduced now, “horse-trading”
seems to have gone from retail to
wholesale. This threatens the un-
derpinnings of India’s electoral de-
mocracy since such surreptitious
capture of power essentially be-
trays the people’s mandate in a

general election. Further, as the
by-polls are held after the alter-
nate political formation has as-
sumed o$ce, the turncoats now
have an upper-hand in the elec-
tion as members of the ruling
dispensation.

Rethinking the law
In this context, it is important to
examine whether the anti-defec-
tion law ful"ls any purpose. This
law raises fundamental concerns
regarding the role of a legislator in
a parliamentary democracy. It de-
nies the legislator the right to take
a principled position on a policy
matter and reduces her to an invo-
luntary supporter of the whims of
party bosses. The constitutionality
of the Tenth Schedule was chal-
lenged for violating the Basic
Structure of Constitution with re-
gard to parliamentary democracy
and free speech, but the Supreme
Court in Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachill-
hu (1992) in a 3-2 verdict upheld
the law while reserving the right of
judicial review of the Speaker’s
decision.

Hence, the anti-defection law,
on the one hand, severely restricts
the freedom of a legislator and
makes her a slave of party whips.
On the other hand, it has not been
able to meet its primary objective
of preventing horse-trading and
continues to be circumvented to
bring down elected governments.
This calls for reforms that address

concerns at both ends of the spec-
trum. For addressing the "rst is-
sue, as the Dinesh Goswami Com-
mittee also suggested, the scope of
the binding whip should be res-
tricted to a vote of con"dence. For
addressing the second issue, it is
best to institutionalise the Karna-
taka Speaker’s decision to bar the
defected members from contest-
ing in the ensuing by-poll, if not for
a longer period, and thereby disin-
centivise MLAs from jumping ship.

These reforms would require a
constitutional amendment to the
Tenth Schedule, an uphill task un-
der the current circumstances.
Even if these measures are intro-
duced, our politics might come up
with other ingenious ways to cir-
cumvent them. As the orders in
the Karnataka and Madhya Pra-
desh cases show, the courts also
cannot be relied on much to curb
defections. We are facing a deeper
challenge of the corrosion of In-
dia’s parliamentary system, for
even in jurisdictions without such
anti-defection laws, we do not see
“horse trading” and “resort polit-
ics”. Hence, beyond institutional
"xes, we also need a popular artic-
ulation of an ethical politics that
causes the public to shun such pol-
itical manoeuvres.

Mathew Idiculla is a lawyer, researcher

and writer based in Bengaluru and a

consultant with the Centre for Law and

Policy Research

Institutional !xes and the need for ethical politics 
As Madhya Pradesh politics shows, the anti-defection law continues to be circumvented to bring down governments

G
E

T
T

Y
 I
M

A
G

E
S

corrections & clarifications: 

The opening sentence of the OpEd page article titled “Harmon-
ising with nature” (April 16, 2020) has been recast to read: “A quote
attributed to Aristotle Onassis says ‘It is during our darkest mo-
ments that we must focus to see the light’.” The sentence has been
recast to clear the confusion whether the quote should be attrib-
uted to Aristotle Onassis, the business tycoon, or philosopher
Aristotle.

It is the policy of The Hindu to correct signi!cant errors as soon as possible. Please specify
the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be
contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to
Friday); Fax: +91-44-28552963; E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in; Mail: Readers’
Editor, The Hindu, Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860 Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002, India.
All communication must carry the full postal address and telephone number. No personal
visits. The Terms of Reference for the Readers’ Editor are on www.thehindu.com

T
he global coronavirus pan-
demic is a natural, albeit bru-
tal experiment. Just about

every part of the world has been
impacted and the range of res-
ponses we are seeing at the nation-
al and subnational levels reveal
not only existing inequalities but
also the political and institutional
capacity of governments to res-
pond. Nowhere is this more so
true than in India. The national go-
vernment ordered a lockdown but
it is States that are actually imple-
menting measures, both in con-
taining the spread and addressing
the welfare consequences of the
lockdown. A number of States
have been especially proactive,
none more so than Kerala. 

Flattening the curve and how
Though Kerala was the "rst State
with a recorded case of coronavi-
rus and once led the country in ac-
tive cases, it now ranks 10th of all
States and the total number of ac-
tive cases (in a State that has done
the most aggressive testing in In-
dia) has been declining for over a
week and is now below the num-
ber of recovered cases. Given Ker-
ala’s population density, deep con-
nections to the global economy
and the high international mobili-
ty of its citizens, it was primed to
be a hotspot. Yet not only has the
State #attened the curve but it also
rolled out a comprehensive
%20,000 crore economic package
before the Centre even declared
the lockdown. Why does Kerala
stand out in India and internation-
ally? 

Kerala’s much heralded success
in social development has invited
endless theories of its cultural, his-
torical or geographical exception-
alism. But taming a pandemic and

rapidly building out a massive and
tailored safety net is fundamental-
ly about the relation of the state to
its citizens. From its "rst Assembly
election in 1957, through alternat-
ing coalitions of Communist and
Congress-led governments, iterat-
ed cycles of social mobilisation
and state responses have forged
what is in e!ect a robust social de-
mocracy. The current crisis under-
scores the comparative advantag-
es of social democracy.

To begin with, social democra-
cies are built on an encompassing
social pact with a political commit-
ment to providing basic welfare
and broad-based opportunity to
all citizens. In Kerala, the social
pact itself emerged from recurrent
episodes of popular mobilisation
— from the temple entry move-
ment of the 1930s, to the peasant
and workers’ movements in the
1950s and 1960s, a mass literacy
movement in the 1980s, the Kerala
Sasthra Sahithya Parishad (KSSP)-
led movement for people’s decen-
tralised planning in the 1990s,
and, most recently, various gender
and environmental movements.
These movements not only nur-
tured a strong sense of social citi-
zenship but also drove reforms
that have incrementally streng-
thened the legal and institutional
capacity for public action. Second,
the emphasis on rights-based wel-
fare has been driven by and in turn
has reinforced a vibrant, organ-
ised civil society which demands
continuous accountability from
front-line state actors. Third, this
constant demand-side pressure of
a highly mobilised civil society and
a competitive party system has
pressured all governments in Kera-
la, regardless of the party in pow-
er, to deliver public services and to
constantly expand the social safe-
ty net, in particular a public health
system that is the best in India.
Fourth, that pressure has also
fuelled Kerala’s push over the last
two decades to empower local go-
vernment. Nowhere in India are
local governments as resourced
and as capable as in Kerala. Final-

ly, all of this ties into the greatest
asset of any deep democracy, that
is the generalised trust that comes
from a State that has a wide and
deep institutional surface area,
and that on balance treats people
not as subjects or clients, but as
rights-bearing citizens. 

Chain of decision-making
So how has this built-up capacity
translated into both #attening the
curve and putting broad and e!ec-
tive welfare measures in place? A
government’s capacity to respond
to a cascading crisis such as the
COVID-19 pandemic relies on a ve-
ry fragile chain of mobilising "nan-
cial and societal resources, getting
state actors to ful"l directives,
coordinating across multiple auth-
orities and jurisdictions and
maybe, most importantly, getting
citizens to comply. An e!ective
response begins with program-
matic decision-making. 

From the moment of the "rst re-
ported case in Kerala, Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan convened a
State response team that coordi-
nated 18 di!erent functional
teams, held daily press conferenc-
es and communicated constantly
with the public. Kerala’s social
compact demanded no less. Not
only did Mr. Vijayan directly ap-
peal to Malayalees’ sense of citi-
zenship by declaring that the res-
ponse was less an enforcement
issue than about people’s partici-
pation, but also pointedly remind-
ed the public that the virus does
not discriminate, destigmatising
the pandemic. 

Second, the government was
able to leverage a broad and dense

health-care system that despite
the recent growth of private health
services, has maintained a robust
public presence. Private provi-
sioning of a public good has never
made much sense, but as anyone
watching the chaos in the United
States has learned, there is noth-
ing like a pandemic to expose the
obvious coordination problems
that for-pro"t health systems face.
Kerala’s public health-care work-
ers are also of course highly union-
ised and organised, and from the
outset the government lay empha-
sis on protecting the health of "rst
responders. 

Third, the government activat-
ed an already highly mobilised ci-
vil society. As the cases multiplied,
the government called on two lakh
volunteers to go door to door,
identifying those at risk and those
in need. A State embedded in civil
society — the women’s empower-
ment Kudumbasree movement be-
ing a case in point — was in a good
position to co-produce e!ective in-
terventions, from organising con-
tact tracing to delivering three
lakh meals a day through Kudum-
basree community kitchens. 

Pivot of local governments
Fourth, you can get the politics
right and you can have a great pu-
blic health-care system, but its ef-
fectiveness in a crisis like this will
only be as good as the infamous
last kilometre. And this is where
two decades of empowering local
governments have clearly paid o!.
Whether in focalising contain-
ment e!orts in hotspots, tracking
down those who have been ex-
posed or managing the broad ar-
ray of direct bene"ts that have
been distributed to migrant work-
ers, the elderly and the di!erently
abled, the key has been the capac-
ity of state actors and civil society
partners to coordinate their e!orts
at the level of panchayats, districts
and municipalities. 

The pandemic is a physical ex-
am of the social body, and never
has public trust been put to a grea-
ter test. In democracies, com-

pliance must be elicited. Asking ci-
tizens to stay at home, to give up
work, and to trust that the indivi-
dual sacri"ces they make now are
essential to preserving the well-be-
ing of the community going for-
ward is never easy to do and espe-
cially not against an invisible
enemy. Trust is hard to measure,
but survey work that colleagues
and I, working with the Bengaluru
non-governmental organisation Ja-
naagraha, recently conducted in
10 Indian cities that included Ko-
chi, shows that across a wide range
of measures, and across all class-
es, castes and religions, Malaya-
lees have extremely high levels of
trust in both their institutions and
locally elected local representa-
tives. This, more than anything,
points to the robust nature of Ker-
ala’s social compact.

Beyond the peak, every country
in the world, and especially India,
will be dealing with the economic
and welfare consequences of the
pandemic for years. This brutal,
unpredictable, external shock is
laying bare the most essential as
well as the most complicated chal-
lenges of democratic citizenship.
In moments like these, the author-
itarian temptation for some is irre-
sistible. U.S. President Donald
Trump has claimed “total” author-
ity and is threatening to usurp the
power of Governors, the Bharatiya
Janata Party has exploited the cri-
sis to communalise the pandemic
and to silence its critics, and things
are as bad as they are to begin with
because of China’s authoritarian
DNA. At a time when India’s de-
mocracy was already in crisis, it is
important to be reminded that
Kerala has managed the crisis with
the most resolve, the most com-
passion and the best results of any
large State in India. And that it has
done so precisely by building on
legacies of egalitarianism, social
rights and public trust. 

Patrick Heller is Lyn Crost Professor of

Social Sciences and Professor of Sociology

and International A!airs, Brown

University, U.S.

A virus, social democracy, and dividends for Kerala
The State has managed the crisis by building on legacies of egalitarianism, social rights and public trust 

Patrick Heller 
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n the season of the abnormal, the IMD has an-
nounced that the monsoon this year would likely be
normal. The agency follows a two-stage forecast sys-

tem: indicating in April whether there are chances of
drought or any other anomaly and then a second up-
date, in late June, with a more granular look at how the
monsoon will likely distribute over the country and
whether danger signs are imminent. ‘Normal’ means
India will get 100% of its long period average, with a po-
tential 5% error margin. The IMD’s April forecast, expe-
rience suggests, is not much to go by especially if the
agency declares it ‘normal’ as rarely, if ever, do weather
models catch signs of an impending shortfall or a large
excess in April. Also being a part of a hierarchical go-
vernment set-up, the agency defaults to being conserva-
tive. In April last year, it said the monsoon would be
‘near normal’, an arbitrary category. Private forecasters
expected a shortfall, predicated on the development of
a future El Niño. The IMD did account for this but said it
was unlikely El Niño would strengthen enough to dam-
pen the monsoon. It however kept its estimate on the
lower side of ‘normal.’ In the end, India received excess
rains, the highest in a quarter century.

The April forecast is a vestige of the agency’s reliance
on the ‘statistical forecast system’ where values of se-
lected meteorological parameters are recorded until
March 31 and permutations of these are computed and
compared to the IMD’s archive of weather data. It is also
re#ective of an era when landline telephones were the
state-of-the-art in personal communication. Along with
connectedness, weather forecasting has metamor-
phosed. Climate, as well as technological change, al-
lows new weather variables — such as surface tempera-
tures from as remote as the southern Indian Ocean and
regular updates from the Paci"c Ocean — to be mapped.
Powerful computers mathematically simulate the
weather based on these variables and extrapolate onto
desired time frames. Using these dynamical models is a
change the IMD has incorporated and experimented
with for years. It made two key changes this year: re-
ducing the de"nition of ‘normal’ rainfall by 1 cm, to 88
cm and, o$cially updating monsoon onset and arrival
dates for many States. This was long due and constitut-
ed acknowledgement of the accumulated impact that
global warming has been having on monsoon patterns,
particularly for cities and States. The monsoon was ar-
riving later in many places, had long weak spells, and
lingered longer. This has already heralded thinking, in
the agency, on whether India should move to a new
monsoon-accounting calendar instead of the century-
long tradition of June-September. This would signal a
truly momentous break from the past. Just as COVID-19
is forcing introspection on the links that tie people,
trade and ecology, it is also time for the IMD to incorpo-
rate the lessons from the new normals.

A season of change
It is time for the Meteorological department 
to incorporate lessons from the new normal 

T
he RBI has infused oxygen into the "nancial sys-
tem with a second set of measures announced on
Friday by Governor Shatikanta Das to combat the

lockdown impact on the economy. Most are aimed at
maintaining liquidity, the economy’s lifeblood, though
there are some regulatory proposals aimed at making
life easier for banks, NBFCs and borrowers. It is now
clear the bank prefers to calibrate its moves based on
constant feedback from the ground — the way it should
be. In what should be reassuring for the markets, Mr.
Das was categorical that the RBI would do what it takes
to support the economy and also monitor the evolving
situation. Indeed, the RBI has been very generous in its
liquidity maintenance measures in recent times and
particularly so after the lockdown began in March.
There will surely be consequences for the economy but
that is a worry for another day. The overarching objec-
tive now should be to keep the economy a#oat by de-
ploying all the instruments at the RBI’s command. 

The central bank has learnt from its experience of
the Targeted Long Term Repo Operations (TLTRO) till
now when banks preferred to deploy the funds in
bonds of PSUs and large corporates. The RBI has called
out this risk-o! attitude of the banks while announcing
a further %50,000 crore TLTRO — all of this has to be in-
vested in bonds and paper of NBFCs and micro"nance
institutions. The response to the next round of TLTRO
will be interesting to watch. Similarly, by reducing the
reverse repo rate by another 25 basis points to 3.75%,
the RBI has made it furthermore unattractive for banks
to indulge in ‘lazy banking’ by parking excess funds
with the central bank rather than lend. As much as
%6.9-lakh crore was parked with the RBI as on April 15.
This is the time when banks will have to be liberal in ex-
tending help for working capital loans and overdrafts to
their borrowers, including MSMEs. The government
could help here by extending a scheme of credit assu-
rance cover that will encourage banks to be more liber-
al in their risk outlook. By clarifying that there will be
an asset classi"cation standstill during the moratorium
period for accounts that were not already NPAs as of
March 1, the RBI has brought relief to borrowers who
were worried that opting for the moratorium may turn
them into NPAs. State "nances have got some breathing
space through the increase of WMA (Ways and Means
Advances) limit to 60% over the level as on March 31.
The special re"nance facility of %50,000 crore extend-
ed to NABARD, SIDBI and NHB will help these institu-
tions to prop up their respective constituents. The cen-
tral bank has done what it can. It is now over to the
government for the "scal support package.

Helping a lending hand
The RBI has made life easier for banks; it has 

given the govt. the cue for a !scal support plan 
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GROUND ZERO

J
agtar Singh is a man in a hurry. It’s
April 15, and with temperatures
starting to soar, the government has

just begun procurement of the winter
wheat crop. Migrant workers have !ed
Jagtar’s village, Kailon, in Punjab follow-
ing the announcement of a lockdown to
contain the novel coronavirus pandem-
ic. As a result, there is shortage of farm
labour in the village. Jagtar, 47, and his
family of six are rushing to harvest their
single acre of farmland themselves and
sell the crop as early as possible, to pre-
vent it from getting damaged for want of
storage space. 

“We have permission to harvest dur-
ing the lockdown, but there’s no labour
available. So, my entire family has been
manually harvesting the crop for the
last two days,” Jagtar says. “So far, we
have been able to harvest less than half
the "eld. It’s a time-consuming process.
After harvesting, we will have to get the
threshing done. It will at least take
another week to complete the harvest.” 

Usually, 90% of the wheat in Punjab
and neighbouring Haryana is harvested
using combine harvester machines. But
with physical distancing norms in place
now, for many small farmers, that sys-
tem has been thrown out of gear.

“This year, things are tough,” says
Jagtar. “I own a small farm. In the neigh-
bourhood, many like me have small
landholdings. Earlier, most of us used to
jointly harvest the wheat using combine
machines as it was economical and
would save a lot of time. But this season
we can’t jointly hire the machine as eve-
ryone is being issued a coupon by the
government through commission
agents for bringing their produce to the
mandi to ensure that people don’t con-
gregate. As the date and time will di#er
for most of us, it becomes di$cult to
synchronise harvesting,” he says.

Jagtar’s head droops as he calculates
the time needed for the entire harvest-
ing process. What usually takes two or
three days will now take at least 10 days.

The major worry is how to store this
harvested produce during this extend-
ed period, says his brother Ranjot
Singh. “We have to keep the harvested
crop in the open "eld. We don’t have
any space to store it in our small house,
which is around two kilometres from
the farm,” he says. “What if it rains or if
it gets stolen? Our e#orts will be ruined.
The longer the produce stays in the
"eld, the higher the risk.” To add to
their woes, the family has outstanding
debts to the tune of %3 lakh with the
bank and commission agents and can-
not a#ord crop damage.

Unfortunately for them and other an-
xious farmers across the northern
plains, the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) forecast says a western dis-
turbance is likely to a#ect the western
Himalayan region, which could bring
scattered rain and thunder showers ov-
er the region on April 17 and 18. Stand-
ing crops and harvest stored in the open
could face widespread damage.

The coupon system
Wheat is the major rabi crop in the win-
ter farming season in India, and the on-
ly one bought by government agencies
at the pre-set minimum support price
(MSP) of %1,925 per quintal. This year,
over 31 million hectares of farmland
have been sown with wheat across the
country, and a record harvest of 106
million tonnes is expected. 

In western States such as Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat and even Rajasthan,
warmer weather means that the wheat
harvest was already under way when
the COVID-19 pandemic hit the country,
and is now largely over. 

However, the bulk of the country’s
wheat is grown in Punjab and Haryana,
an area known as the bread basket of In-
dia. The prolonged winter delayed the
maturing of the grain and pushed har-
vesting dates by at least a week. 

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi
"rst announcing a lockdown until April
14, State authorities set procurement
dates after that date. Punjab opened its
mandis on April 15, while Haryana will
follow suit on April 20. In a bid to stag-
ger procurement and prevent conges-
tion at mandis, Haryana has o#ered in-
centives to farmers who can delay
selling their produce until May or June.

At the annual agriculture conference
held on the "rst day of procurement in
Punjab, Agriculture Commissioner Su-
resh Malhotra reiterated the physical
distancing and sanitisation instructions
meant to protect both farm workers and
end consumers from SARS-CoV-2:
“Keep a distance of 4-5 metres between
workers. Sanitise all tools, machinery
and packaging materials. Don’t touch
your mouth, nose and eyes without
washing your hands with soap. Wear
masks or at least cover your nose and
mouth with gamchas and chunnis. Keep
farm produce in the open, preferably in
the sun, for 48 hours before storing.” 

The long list was presented to the
States, via video conferencing due to
the lockdown, along with another long
list of actions taken by the Centre to fa-

cilitate agricultural activity. “We have
exempted all agricultural work from
lockdown restrictions. Mandis can func-
tion with at least 50% of their work-
force. Although migrant labour may
have left, local labour is available, so
there is no need to panic. Anyway, most
Punjabi farmers use machines for har-
vesting,” said Malhotra. As many as
17,500 combine harvesters are available
in the State. 

Punjab is expecting a bumper wheat
harvest crop this season with produc-
tion likely to touch 182 lakh tonnes. The
government estimates that around 137
lakh tonnes of this will arrive in the mar-
ket, most of which will be purchased by
government agencies. The cash credit li-
mit of %22,900 crore has already been
approved by the Centre to ensure
prompt and seamless procurement op-
erations in the State. On day one (April
15), government agencies procured
3,119 tonnes of wheat across the State.
To ensure smooth procurement of
wheat in all 22 districts of the State, as
many as 3,691 purchase centres or man-
di yards have been set up. To avoid
crowding, maintain safe physical dis-
tancing norms, and ensure smooth pro-
curement, a detailed action plan has
been chalked out to undertake procure-
ment by staggering arrival of produce in
the mandis by issuing coupons "xed
with holograms to the farmers through
commission agents (Artiyas).

“With each coupon a farmer will be
entitled to bring one trolley of about 50
to 70 quintals of wheat. A farmer will be
entitled to take multiple coupons each
day or on di#erent days depending on
space in the purchase centre in order to
avoid rush in the mandis,” says Viswa-
jeet Khanna Additional Chief Secretary
(Development), Punjab.

At the Kharar grain mandi just out-
side Chandigarh, farmers are discover-
ing that this system is cumbersome and
costly in practice. “I harvested the crop
with a combine machine. There’s no
shortage of combines. I have brought
over 80 quintals of wheat for sale with-
out any hassle. But the actual problem
will start now,” says Baljinder Singh, 67,
of Rasan Heri village. “I have another lot
of harvested produce that I need to
bring for sale. But I don’t know how ma-
ny days later I’ll be given the next cou-
pon. All that time, the crop will be out in
the open as there’s no storage space.” 

Citing cost and health concerns, he
says the restriction of one trolley per
coupon should be removed. “If a farmer
can bring his entire produce in one vi-

sit, it will only help mitigate infection
risk at procurement centres,” he says. 

Shamsher Singh from Harlalpur vil-
lage says his family’s harvesting has
been going at a slow pace. “Today, I
have come to the mandi only to enquire
about the mechanism. Of the 15 acres in
which we have cultivated wheat, so far
we have harvested crop in about 2-3
acres. We have kept the harvested crop
in a shed, waiting for the coupons. But
most of my neighbours don’t have sheds
or storage space. It’s a di$cult time,” he
says.

The Bharatiya Kisan Union’s general
secretary in Punjab, Jagmohan Singh,
points out that as one coupon only al-
lows sale of 50 quintals, it will be a di$-
cult task for farmers with big landhold-
ings to sell their produce. “50 quintals
of wheat is approximately what you get
from 2.5 acres. How will farmers with
large landholdings sell their produce?
How many visits will they have to make
to the mandi,” he asks.

Lifting and transporting produce
The Punjab Agricultural Marketing
Board has stated in its guidelines that
Deputy Commissioners in their areas
will ensure that the sold produce is lift-
ed within 48 hours.

The government is still making arran-
gements for packaging and storage ma-
terials. Against the total requirement of
4.82 lakh gunny bales, 3.05 lakh have
been made available till April 12. Like-
wise, the arrangements for the 47,000
tarpaulins against the total demand of
52,570, and 29,261 mesh nets against
32,805, have already been made. 

To ensure that farmers get their mo-
netary return at the earliest, the amend-
ment of the Agricultural Produce Mar-
ket Committee (APMC) Act has been
noti"ed to ensure that farmers are paid
electronically through commission
agents within 48 hours after the pro-
duce is lifted. 

Commission agent Shyam Mittal em-
phasises that it’s the lifting and tran-
sportation of produce to the storage
points that will put to test the govern-
ment’s claim of “foolproof” prepared-
ness for hassle-free procurement of
wheat. “There’s a shortage of labour.
The skilled labourers, who are usually
from Bihar, are experts in stacking the
bags in godowns and stores. But since
the lockdown, most of them have gone
back to their native place,” he says.

Labourers are also demanding higher

wages this year, given the lockdown.
“Last season, the payment was "xed
around %14 per bag (50 kg) and this year
it has been "xed around %15 by the mar-
ket committee. But labourers are de-
manding %20/bag. After the bags are
packed, it’s the lifting of the produce,
which is done by government agencies,
that will need to be swift. Otherwise it
could pose a serious problem,” says
Mittal.

At the end of the day, time equals mo-
ney. Most of the precautions put in
place to prevent the spread of infection
translate to extra cost for the farmer.
The government needs to announce a "-
nancial incentive to farmers to cover
their enhanced expenses due to stag-
gered procurement, says Surinder
Singh of Popna village. “Storing the pro-
duce at home means incurring addition-
al costs of labour and transportation. Al-
so, "re incidents during the harvesting
season usually go up, which is a major
concern for crop safety. The govern-
ment, whether at the Centre or State,
should adequately compensate farm-
ers,” he says.

“Industrial lobbies are pushing the
government for a bailout and economic
package because of COVID-19 losses,
but farmers’ losses will be much higher.
They are yet to get any "nancial support
from the government apart from the
PM-KISAN income support of %2,000
which was due anyway,” says Devinder
Sharma, an agriculture scientist and
food policy expert. “During a lock-
down, an auto "rm may shut down pro-
duction and may not be able to sell cars.
But a farmer has no choice. He has to
continue production with or without la-
bour. He has to harvest the crop even if
it then rots in the "eld, or if he makes
losses in getting it to the market.” 

Watermelons, grapes go to waste
The problem may be more acute for
those selling perishable crops such as
fruits and vegetables. In Maharashtra’s
Beed district, banana farmer Bhagwan
Deshmukh had hoped that this year’s
harvest would help him pay o# his out-
standing loans. However, since the lock-
down was imposed and transport came
to a halt, he has not been able to "nd a
trader to transport his yield. “Now the
only option left for him is to sell the land
to return the money to the land,” says
Kalidas Aapet, a worker with the farm-
ers’ group Shetkari Sanghtana, which is
aiding Deshmukh. With APMCs closed

and transport to take produce to cus-
tomers unavailable, farmers are in
shock.

In the western district of Solapur,
Siddheshwar Hembarde and Sanjay Bi-
rajdar had hoped to gain large pro"ts
from their watermelon crop, planted on
two and three acres, respectively. On
March 16 and 17, Hembarde sold 95
tonnes of watermelon at %8 per kg. As
Birajdar waited for the trader, the lock-
down was announced and transport
came to a standstill. “He distributed wa-
termelon for free in the entire village,”
said Aapet, noting that it was just a di#e-
rence of four days. “The government in
its initial order did not specify fruit tran-
sport as an essential service. There was
confusion. It led to the destruction of
fruit crop all over the State,” he says.

Abhijit Zambre is a grapes farmer in
Maharashtra’s Sangli district, known for
producing export-quality grapes. “The
initial yield of grapes, before the CO-
VID-19 scare, was sold without any hass-
le. However, the problem started once
the lockdown was imposed. The traders
refused to pick up the yield giving rea-
sons of ban on transport. Prices were
slashed according to the wishes of the
traders. Grapes have to be sold without
delay and farmers had to sell the crop at
much lower prices,” says Zambre.

In the mosambi-growing region of
Aurangabad and Jalana, farmers looked
forward to a good year after two consec-
utive seasons of drought and hailstorm.
Farmers usually sell the crop while it is
on the tree to the trader, who brings his
own labour to harvest the fruit and load
it in the trucks. “With the availability of
water, this year’s crop was sure to bring
huge money. But as the lockdown was
announced and movement of labour
was stopped, no trader was available to
purchase the crop. It’s all gone now. The
impact of this virus is much bigger than
any drought,” says Aapet.

The policy-implementation gap
The Centre announced a slew of relaxa-
tions and support measures for agricul-
ture in the "rst two weeks of the lock-
down. All agricultural and horticultural
activities, markets, labour and tran-
sport were supposed to be exempt from
lockdown restrictions. Subsidies on
crop loans were extended for late repay-
ment. States were asked to relax regula-
tions and allow direct purchases by bulk
buyers and retailers. The digitally con-
nected e-NAM marketplace system was
touted, along with a logistics module
connecting farmers and traders to a net-
work of almost 8 lakh trucks and 2 lakh
transporters. The Railways introduced
67 routes for perishable produce. An
Agri Transport Call Centre was set up to
handle transport issues. 

However, as farmers from di#erent
parts of the country reported, many of
these policies were not uniformly im-
plemented on the ground, especially in
the "rst few weeks. “Movement on the
ground has been the real problem. In
many cases, the Centre’s instructions
have not percolated down to District
Magistrates and Superintendents of Pol-
ice, resulting in the harassment of farm-
ers and agricultural traders, and supply
chain disruptions,” says former Agricul-

ture Secretary Siraj Hussain, who is now
a fellow at the Indian Council for Re-
search on International Economic Rela-
tions, Delhi. “Nationally, we must recog-
nise that the implications of COVID-19
go beyond health issues.”

In a bid to shield farmers from logis-
tics hurdles, both Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana have launched initiatives to
buy winter paddy directly from farmers
at the village level, rather than expect-
ing them to come to the mandi. In And-
hra Pradesh, the responsibility of pro-
curing the State’s expected harvest of 57
lakh tonnes has been given to agricul-
ture assistants at village secretariats.

The idea is to ensure MSP to farmers
who are battered by restricted tran-
sport, untimely rains, and damaged
crops, says K. Kannababu, the State’s
Agriculture Minister. Owing to the re-
cent rains in April, several crops were
severely damaged. “As per the prelimin-
ary enumeration, paddy, maize and
horticulture crops in over 30,000 hec-
tares were damaged. The government is
going all out to procure even the dam-
aged crops,” he says.

The Telangana government has also
promised procurement of “every grain
of paddy” at MSP rates. Although the
State Agriculture Minister, S. Niranjan
Reddy, says the government was pre-
pared to open up to 8,500 procurement
centres to purchase paddy in villages,
only 2,720 centres had been opened as
on April 14. The State is also dealing
with a shortage of gunny bags. Farmers
in other States are closely watching the
experiment of village-level procure-
ment to see whether it is a viable option.

In some parts of the country where
the rabi harvest has already come to a
close, sowing of the kharif or summer
season crop has already begun. In fact,
government data show early sowing of
paddy with the sown area almost 40%
higher than usual by April 10. The IMD
forecast of a normal monsoon has bol-
stered the Agriculture Ministry to target
an all-time record production of food-
grain of 298.3 million tonnes in 2020-21.

“The lockdown has proved one thing:
agriculture is truly the backbone of the
Indian economy. Coronavirus or not,
farm production goes on because the
demand for food will always be there.
And so long as we meet our kharif and
rabi production target, we are happy,”
says Sharma. “But the cost to the farm-
er, to agricultural workers, is not taken
into account in that process.” 

He pointed to the tragic images of
lakhs of migrant workers trudging back
to their villages due to the lockdown.
“This reverse migration proves that
they were actually agricultural refugees,
who left for the cities only because they
could not make a living in the "elds,” he
said. “Everyone is talking about the
need to invest in public health once the
COVID-19 crisis is over. Our farmers,
agricultural workers are also front line
workers during this time and they also
deserve attention. If we can invest in
agriculture and overhaul it so it is pro"t-
able, then we will have actually learned
something from this crisis.”

Alok Deshpande, Aditya Anand and Appaji

Reddem contributed to reporting

Unexpected rainfall and the lack of farm hands is proving to be a nightmare for farmers in Punjab and Haryana. (Below): An aerial view of the closed APMC wholesale vegetable and fruit market at Vashi in Navi Mumbai.
* AKHILESH KUMAR, YOGESH MHATRE

Short on labourers, a long harvest
Even though a record crop is expected this year, the lockdown may have robbed farmers of the chance to reap pro!ts. There are no migrant labourers to help with
harvesting and procurement, and no transport facilities to take the produce to markets in many parts of the country, report Vikas Vasudeva and Priscilla Jebaraj 
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!nd out the potential e"ect
of BCG vaccine in the !ght
against COVID-19,” he stat-
ed, noting that the vaccine
would not be recommended
even to health workers till
the results of the study are
obtained.

On Friday, the 12th meet-
ing of the Group of Ministers
(GoM) on COVID-19 dis-
cussed the impact of the ex-
tended lockdown. Mr. Agar-
wal said, “The GoM
discussed the creation of
new rapid and accurate
diagnostics that may give re-
sults within 30 minutes;
augmentation of the testing
capacity through 30 labs;
development of innovative
pooling strategies to boost
the number of people who
can be tested; indigenous
synthesis of critical compo-
nents that are limiting dom-
estic test kit production;
and increased viral se-
quencing, which can help in
epidemiology and to identi-
fy potentially important
mutations.”

Progress was reported on
vaccines development span-
ning inactivated virus, anti-
bodies to major antigens,
monoclonal, and RNA based
vaccines. Convalescent plas-
ma therapy had also been
initiated on some sites, he
pointed out.

The ICMR said Union go-
vernment was now working
with global partners to en-
sure that e"ective vaccines
were developed and made
available as soon as
possible.

Mr. Agarwal said the recov-
ery rate (number of people
discharged) too had im-
proved, standing now at
nearly 13 %, while the ratio
between the recovered posi-
tive cases and fatalities was
at 80:20, which was much
higher than several other
countries.

Indigenous manufacture
of RT-PCR (reverse tran-
scription polymerase chain
reaction) kits had started
and 10 lakh units a month
would be produced from
May. “Rapid antibody detec-
tion kits’ manufacture, with
a capacity of 10 lakh kits a
month, will also be started.
Five lakh kits are distributed
to districts on the basis of
high case burden,’’ he said.

The Ministry had shared
forecasting tools with
States/district administra-
tors for better planning of
infrastructure across COVID
facilities based on the as-
sessment of case loads.
Cumulatively, 1,919 dedicat-
ed COVID-19 hospitals have
been identi!ed at both the
Central and State levels, Mr.
Agarwal noted.

ICMR spokesperson R.R.
Gangakhedkar said that
while scientists would take
some time to know which
quasi-species of COVID-19
was predominant in the
country, mutation (which is
currently not seen), if any,
will not likely make poten-
tial drugs and vaccine
ine"ective.

“The ICMR is going to
conduct a study in order to

Infection growth rate
has slowed down: Centre

moratorium since they were
aware of the cost.

Some private sector len-
ders, including housing !-
nance companies, however,
are still entertaining re-
quests from their customers
on the moratorium issue.

“A clear picture on how
many of the salaried bor-
rowers have availed them-
selves of the moratorium
will emerge after some time,
as customers still have some
more days to indicate their
choice,” an o#cial from a
private sector lender said.

“Some borrowers from the
micro and medium enter-
prises have opted [for it],”
said the managing director
of another public sector
bank. “But personal loans,
term loans like housing
loadns and vehicle loans,
credit card loans, which car-
ry higher rate of interest...
many people have not opted
[for a moratorium]. 

“In any case, the interest
meter is running,” the o#-
cial added, indicating that
those who are in a position
to repay ha not opted for the

Salaried borrowers
continue to pay EMIs

time,” Mr. Das commented.
The RBI had reduced the re-
po rate by 75 bps to 4.4% on
March 27. 

The central bank has also
reduced the reserve repo
rate — while keeping the re-
po rate unchanged — by 25
bps to 3.5%. This was to dis-
courage banks from parking
their excess liquidity with
RBI at the reverse repo rate.

Observing that the sur-
plus liquidity in the banking
system has risen signi!cant-
ly in the wake of govern-
ment spending and the va-
rious liquidity enhancing
measures by RBI, Mr. Das
said banks parked $6.9 lakh
crore on April 15 through
the reverse repo window. 

Mr. Das also said onion pric-
es have continued to decline
while PDS kerosene prices
have slumped by 24% in the
!rst fortnight of April and
domestic LPG prices de-
clined by 8%.

“In the period ahead, in-
%ation could recede even
further, barring supply dis-
ruption shocks and may
even settle well below the
target of 4% by the second
half of 2020-21,” he said. He
added that such an outlook
would make policy space
available to address the in-
tensi!cation of risks to
growth and !nancial stabili-
ty brought on by COVID-19. 

“This space needs to be
used e"ectively and in

To ease situation, RBI to
pump in !1 lakh crore 

provide crop loans to farm-
ers, will be exempted. Non-
banking !nancial institu-
tions, including housing !-
nance companies and mi-
cro!nance institutions, will
also be allowed to function
with a bare minimum of
sta", the guidelines said.

The Home Ministry has
also added to the list con-
struction activities in rural
areas. They will be exempt-
ed from the lockdown from
April 20. They include con-
struction projects related to
water supply and sanitation,
as well as the installation of
power transmission lines
and telecom optic !bre and
cable. 

The new MHA guidelines
have also expanded the
types of plantations that will
be permitted to resume ac-
tivities with half their work-
force from April 20 on-
wards. 

Earlier, tea, co"ee and
rubber plantations were gi-
ven exemptions from the
lockdown. 

Now, bamboo, cocoa,
arecanut, and spices planta-
tions — most of which are
clustered in the southern
States — will be added to the
list, along with their har-
vesting, processing, packag-
ing, sale and marketing.

Cooperative credit socie-
ties, which are crucial to

Minor forest produce 
in exemption list 

The measures announced by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to mitigate the e"ects
of the ongoing lockdown be-
cause of the coronavirus [CO-
VID-19] pandemic are disap-
pointing and do not provide
‘any actual bene!t’ to the
common people, the Con-
gress said on Friday.

Addressing the media
through video-conferencing,
senior Congress leader Ajay
Maken said the announce-
ments have no meaning at a
time when the economy has
come to a halt.

“The problem before the
people is that when they
have no work or business.
What will they do with a loan
and how will they repay? The

announcements made by the
RBI have no meaning. The
Congress and the people are
disappointed with the an-
nouncements. The govern-
ment should take more mea-
sures to mitigate the
problems of the poor and the
vulnerable,” Mr. Maken said.

‘Aid for daily wagers’
The former chief of the Con-
gress in Delhi also put out a
10-point programme for the
Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi go-
vernment to help migrants
and daily wagers who have
lost their incomes during the
nationwide lockdown.

Mr. Maken asked the Delhi
government to waive school
fees; dispense with the !xed
power charges for shopkeep-
ers and pay 75% salaries of

schoolteachers and o"er mi-
cro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) 75% of
their employees’ salaries for
the next three months.

Delhi Education Minister
Manish Sisodia on Friday
said that no private school in
the national capital can hike
fees. However, he said that
schools can charge a one-
month tuition fee at this time

instead of the quarterly fees
that is usually taken.

In his charter, Mr. Maken
also demanded a $7,500 cash
incentive to migrants, an un-
employment allowance, ad-
vance payment of pension to
senior citizens and widows
and risk allowance to sanita-
tion and frontline health
workers.

Making a point about

cluding sanitisers, masks,
and gloves, should be provid-
ed by employers,” he said.

Mr. Maken also cited the
example of the Rajasthan
and Punjab governments,
both Congress-ruled States,
where many of these propo-
sals have been announced.

On Twitter, former Con-
gress chief Rahul Gandhi also
praised the Congress-ruled
States. “Rajasthan, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh and Puducher-
ry are putting up a strong
!ght against COVID-19. New,
special hospitals are being
readied, like in Chhattisgarh,
this 200-bedded hospital es-
pecially for coronavirus
treatment has been readied
in merely 20 days. Where
there is a will, there is a way,”
Mr. Gandhi said.

ramping up testing facilities,
the Congress leader alleged
that the pizza delivery boy
who tested positive in south
Delhi on Thursday was in-
itially refused testing by a go-
vernment hospital as he
didn’t have foreign travel
history.

Strict precautions
The Congress leader also
wanted to know whether
Delhi had entered the com-
munity transmission stage
(stage-3) as 135 people have
been kept “under
investigation”.

“We suggest that standard
operating procedures for de-
livery boys be prepared and
noti!ed as regulations so
that they are binding on eve-
ryone. Protection gear, in-

RBI sops will not help common people: Cong.
Ajay Maken presents a 10-point charter to Delhi government; Rahul Gandhi praises Chhattisgarh for COVID-19 response
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It is very unfortunate that at
a time when India and the
whole world are !ghting the
COVID-19 menace, Pakistan
continues to foment trouble
and resorts to !ring heavy
calibre artillery, killing inno-
cent Kashmiris, Army chief
Gen. Manoj Naravane said in
Kashmir on Friday. He as-
serted that all terror launch
pads across the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) were active.

“While we are busy not
only helping our own citi-
zens but the rest of the
world by sending medical
teams and exporting medi-
cines, Pakistan is only ex-
porting terror. This doesn’t
auger well,” he told news
agency ANI. 

“Even in hinterland, Pa-
kistan backed terrorists are
resorting to targeting inno-
cent civilians with the aim of
coercing them into follow-
ing their azadi narrative,”
he stated.

Kashmir visit
Gen. Naravane is on a two-
day visit to Kashmir to re-
view the security situation
following the recent escala-
tion in in!ltration attempts
and cease !re violations

(CFV), including exchange
of heavy artillery !re, that
has resulted in civilian cau-
salities on the Indian side.

Gen. Naravane said local
formation commanders
were implementing the
summer strategy based on
various assessments. “Op-
tions short of war are availa-
ble to us to provide be!tting
response to our adversar-
ies,” he noted. 

On COVID-19 cases in the
over Army, which has 1.3
million personnel, he said
that so far, there have been
only eight positive cases —
two doctors and a nursing
assistant. 

“Four others are res-
ponding well to treatment
and we had one case in La-
dakh. He is now free of the
coronavirus and has re-
joined duty,” he added.

Pakistan is exporting
terror, says Army chief 
‘Launch pads across LoC are active’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Gen. Manoj Naravane

Four militants, including
two who had snatched wea-
pons from policemen, were
killed in separate operations
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Two terrorists, who had
snatched two service ri%es
and killed a policeman in
Kishtwar’s Dachan on April
13 using axes, were killed in
an encounter in Chenab Val-
ley’s Kishtwar, the police
said on Friday. 

“The two terrorists were
killed in an encounter in Da-

chan area of Kishtwar. The
police, the Army and the
CRPF were deployed in a dif-
!cult terrain after a tip-o".
The two weapons have been
recovered,” the Inspector
General of Police, Jammu,
said.

An o#cial said the two lo-
cals were chased by a joint
team of security forces in the
upper reaches of Dachan for
the past two days. 

The police identi!ed
them as Basharat Hussain
and Ashiq Hussain, both re-
sidents of village Tander, Da-

chan. Hussain was released
24 days ago from jail. He was
earlier arrested under Sec-
tions 363 and 376 (kidnap-
ping and rape) of the Ranbir
Penal Code.

Gun!ght in Shopian
Two Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
militants were killed in a
gun!ght with security forces
in south Kashmir’s Shopian
on Friday.

An o#cial said the gun-
!ght took place at Dairoo,
Keegam of south Kashmir’s
Shopian district.

Four militants killed in J&K
Operations carried out in Kishtwar and Shopian

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

On their toes: Soldiers standing guard during an encounter with Hizb-ul-Mujahideen militants
in Shopian district of south Kashmir on Friday. * PTI

An AH-64E Apache attack
helicopter of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) made a precau-
tionary landing in a !eld in
Hoshiarpur district of Pun-
jab near Pathankot on Fri-
day. The crew and the heli-
copter are safe, the IAF
said. 

The Apaches are the lat-
est induction into the IAF.

“The helicopter, after
approximately one hour of
%ying, had indications of a
critical failure and carried
out a safe landing west of
Indora, Punjab. The cap-
tain of the aircraft took cor-
rect and prompt actions to
recover the helicopter safe-
ly,” the IAF said in a state-
ment. “The aircraft will be
recovered after necessary
recti!cation,” it added.

India got 22 Apaches
from Boeing under a
$13,951.57-crore deal in
September 2015. The !rst
batch was formally induct-
ed in September 2019.

On Thursday, an IAF
Cheetah utility helicopter
made a precautionary
landing on the Outer Ring
Road after developing a
technical snag shortly after
take-o" from the Hindon
air base.

IAF attack
chopper lands
in Punjab "eld
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister Ramesh Pok-
hriyal Nishank has urged
private schools to not hike
their annual fees this year.
They should also consider
not demanding upfront
quarterly fees during this
time of lockdown, he said in
a series of tweets on Friday.

“It has been brought to
my notice by many parents
from across the country that
even in times of crisis, many
schools are increasing their
annual fees and collecting
fees for three months at a
time,” he said. He then re-
quested schools to consider
not doing so given that this
is a time of global crisis.

Acknowledging that
schools need to be able to
pay timely salaries to their
teachers and other sta", he
asked the State Education
Departments to work out
solutions which would pro-
tect the interests of both pa-
rents and schools.

Several States have issued
directions on this issue al-
ready. On Friday morning,
the Delhi government di-
rected private schools not to
hike fees and not to charge
anything more than a
month’s tuition fee at this
time. Even if parents are not
able to pay fees, students
cannot be removed from
classes, it said. The Odisha
and Maharashtra govern-
ments have also taken simi-
lar steps. “I am happy that
some States have taken pos-
itive steps on this,” tweeted
Mr. Nishank. 

Consider not charging
quarterly fees: Nishank
Minister makes request to schools 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank

The Supreme Court on
Thursday did not grant im-
mediate bail to Sandeep
Goyal, accused in a GST
fraud case, even as it di-
rected the investigation in-
to the case to be completed
in three months.

Mr. Goyal is accused of
creating about 555 fake
!rms across the country to
evade GST payments. The
!rms were used to issue in-
voices to the tune of $74
crore. The Rajasthan High
Court had denied him bail
in the case in February.

A Bench led by Justice
Mohan M. Shantanagoudar
recorded in the order that
Mr. Goyal should be re-
leased on bail if the probe
into the case is not com-
pleted in three months.

On the other hand, if the
investigation is completed,
a report shall be !led be-
fore the court concerned.

“In case, the investiga-
tion is completed and the
report is !led within three
months from today, it is
open for the petitioner to
move the trial court for
bail, if he so chooses. If
such an application is !led,
the same shall be consi-
dered on its own merits by
the trial court,” the apex
court order said.

The Centre, through Ad-
ditional Solicitor General
K.M. Natraj, submitted that
the investigation was still
pending. He submitted
that more fake !rms creat-
ed by the petitioner were
being detected, and so, this
was not the right time for
allowing him bail.

SC says bail to
Goyal only
after probe
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Some passenger trains
should be run to take mi-
grant workers home, former
Railway Minister and Trina-
mool Congress’s Rajya Sab-
ha MP Dinesh Trivedi told
The Hindu. 

A country, he said, is
judged by the way it treats its
poor. “When the govern-
ment arranged special
planes to go to China, to Rus-
sia, to Europe and other
parts of the world, how
could they have not thought
of people who needed [tran-
sport] the most, who have
no means?” Mr. Trivedi
asked. 

“Suspending passenger
trains is like stopping the
%ow of blood in your body,”
he said. The government
could have developed a
‘Mazdoor Suvidha App’ for
information on the running
of trains and their schedule,
Mr. Trivedi added. 

“The trains could have
carried passengers in a limit-
ed capacity to ensure adhe-
rence to social distancing
norms. Special trains run-
ning from point to point
could have helped avoid
stampede-like situations
seen in the !rst few days of
the lockdown or the bellige-
rent crowds of migrant
workers recently seen in

Bandra in Mumbai and Surat
in Gujarat. Food is not the
only thing a migrant worker
would need. So many of
them have been crying, ask-
ing the government for help.
It’s their right to reach their
families at such a precarious
hour,” he added. 

“The government should
start special trains at the ear-
liest,” Mr. Trivedi said.

‘Some trains should be run to
take migrant workers home’
Former Railway Minister makes a pitch to the Centre

Sobhana K. Nair

New Delhi 

Left in the lurch: Migrant labourers and their families gathered
under a rail bridge near Adilabad on Friday. * S. HARPAL SINGH

West Bengal Governor Jag-
deep Dhankhar on Friday al-
leged that the State adminis-
tration was impeding the
relief work being undertaken

by BJP MPs. In a series of
tweets, where he mentioned
four MPs representing the
BJP, the Governor said he
was concerned over the
“politically motivated ac-
tions” meted out to the MPs
by police and administra-
tion. He said he had raised
the issue with the Lok Sabha
Speaker.

“Concerned at politically
motivated actions meted out

to MPs @Drsubhassarkar
@johnbarlabjp @Arjun-
singhWB @RajuBistaBJP by
police and administration
@MamataO#cial in over zea-
lous mode. Flagged issue
@loksabhaspeaker,” a tweet
by the Governor said. Mr.
Dhankhar described the ac-
tion by State o#cials as “ma-
jor misconduct”. 

“MPs have a pivotal role,
particularly in our !ght #Co-

vid19. Impeding their activi-
ties by district administra-
tion is serious,” he wrote.

The Governor made the
remarks after the MPs whom
he mentioned in his tweet al-
leged that the State govern-
ment o#cials were not allow-
ing them to distribute food
and other materials. 

Bankura BJP MP Subhas
Sarkar said the State govern-
ment had lodged a criminal

case against him for raising
questions on social media ov-
er the “hasty cremation” of
two deceased in Bankura. 

While she did not directly
take the name of the Gover-
nor, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said that the admi-
nistration in the State was
doing good work. “There are
some who do not appreciate
any good work done by us,”
she said. 

Bengal Governor says BJP MPs’ relief work being hindered
Action is politically
motivated, states
Jagdeep Dhankar
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COVID-19

At the helm of India’s most populous State, Uttar Pradesh,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath details his government’s
strategy to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and ensure the re-
vival of the economy post the lockdown in an email interview.

Uttar Pradesh is one of the
most populous States in
India. What has been your
strategy in combating the
challenge of COVID-19 so
far?

! There is no doubt that Ut-
tar Pradesh is the largest
state in the country in terms
of population and in such a
situation the battle with CO-
VID-19 becomes even more
challenging. We worked hard
to turn every challenge into
an opportunity. As soon as
alarm about the coronavirus
was sounded, our govern-
ment started taking some ra-
pid measures. 

In the !rst week of March,
on the call of Hon'ble Prime
Minister, we started the pro-
ceedings for prevention of
corona. Special programmes

for training of physicians, pa-
ramedical and nursing sta"
etc. were ensured. The Pan-
chayati Raj, Rural Develop-
ment and Urban Develop-
ment Departments were
directed to conduct compre-
hensive awareness pro-
grammes. We formed 11 com-
mittees. For the citizens of
Uttar Pradesh residing in
other States, 32 nodal o#c-
ers were deployed (16 IAS, 16
IPS). Through the CM Hel-
pline 1076, we asked the vil-
lage heads to communicate
and make people aware of
the virus in the villages.

On March 24 itself, we
took action to send an
amount of $1,000 through
RTGS to the accounts of
more than 21 lakh construc-
tion workers under the
Workers' Maintenance

Scheme. Thus, we were the
!rst to provide relief to the
people who depend on their
daily wages. Secondly, start-
ing from a single testing lab,
today there are 14, and we
are doing 2,500 tests daily.
With this, Uttar Pradesh is
the !rst State to do pool test-
ing. 

We are manufacturing
PPE kits, masks, and sanitiz-
ers in U.P.. This is the reason
that the situation in the State
is very much under control
today. Our 27 districts are al-
ready corona free, including
Pilibhit. Two cases were
found there but today there
is not a single case of corona
there. This would not have
been possible without the
support of corona warriors
and the public.

Can you explain the Agra
Model in detail and how it
was designed?

! The !rst cluster of corona-
virus in Uttar Pradesh was re-
ported in Agra after which

the State government took
full caution and started
working with better strategy.
We identi!ed all the hotspots
in the district, and deployed
rapid response team, started
sampling in bulk, installed
call centre, ensured door-
step delivery and all the
houses were sanitised.

We made necessary arran-
gements here and prevented
the corona from spreading
by creating a containment

zone. Contact tracing of in-
fected persons was done
through Rapid Response
Team (RRP). Information
was gathered about their vi-
sits and who did they came
in contact with. The hotspots
and 38 epicentres were then
identi!ed, and shown on the
map out of which 10 epi-
centres have been complete-
ly closed now.

Along with this, a 3-km
containment zone and 5-km
bu"er zone were made. A mi-
cro plan was created for each
area to reduce the outbreak
of corona. 1,248 special
teams were formed which in-
cluded the people of Munici-
pal Corporation and Health
Department. These teams
surveyed about 9.3 lakh peo-
ple from house-to-house and
screened 1.65 lakh homes. Of
these, 25 hundred people
were identi!ed with symp-
toms like cough, cold, fever
and 36 people had a travel
history. Everyone was inves-
tigated. This brought the sit-
uation under control.

Migrants from Uttar
Pradesh made their way
back home from various
parts of the country. How
do you see its impact, both
in terms of disease surveill-
ance and the economy?

! See, the whole country is
!ghting to save humanity
right now. In such a situa-
tion, the Government of Ut-
tar Pradesh also stands !rm
with every citizen irrespec-
tive of which section of the
society they belong to. The
State government is provid-
ing all possible help to those
citizens who are returning.
They all are being monitored
by the medical team and ad-
ministration. The govern-
ment is arranging for their
food. About four lakh people
are in shelter homes or qua-
rantine centres. They are be-
ing transported home with
food grains after completing
the period. 

We are taking care that no-
body in the State goes hun-
gry. Secondly, for those who

You have talked of
imposing the National
Security Act (NSA) on
people violating the terms
of the lockdown. Some
people consider that harsh.
Can you explain the logic
behind it?

! See, I have repeatedly said
that in Uttar Pradesh, we will
not let anyone break the law.
Secondly, we are taking the
harshest action against those
who are trying to convert
this infection into a com-
munity infection during lock-
down. If someone assaults
our health workers, police
personnel, then action
against them is necessary.
The attack on the medical
team in Moradabad is an un-
forgivable crime and we are
strictly dealing with this sit-
uation. The message to all
these people is that they
should behave according to
the needs of the country and
society.

(Full interview at
https://bit.ly/CovidYogi)

have come to Uttar Pradesh
from other places, the go-
vernment will make the
same arrangements for
them, too. 

Naturally, the world eco-
nomy is falling apart due to
lockdown. The situation is
very challenging for Uttar
Pradesh too. But it is equally
important for the State go-
vernment to take care of the
23 crore people as much as
the State’s economy. This is
why Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modiji has also spoken
about ‘Jaan bhi, Jahaan bhi’.

During this lockdown, the
government has directly and
indirectly connected about
one-and-a-half lakh people in
the State with jobs. After the
lockdown is over, Uttar Pra-
desh’s economy will grow
faster. I can say this with cer-
tainty. If people from outside
do not want to return, they
can work in their respective
districts under the One Dis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
programme or they can be
absorbed in the industries.

INTERVIEW | YOGI ADITYANATH

‘We are taking care that nobody in Uttar Pradesh goes hungry’ 
We are taking harshest action against those trying to convert this infection into a community infection, says Chief Minister 
Nistula Hebbar

New Delhi

<> The State
government is
working on a long-
term strategy to give
momentum to the
economy 

Indore on Thursday regis-
tered eight deaths in the
wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and 256 new cases,
the most for the city in a day.

On Wednesday, the count
in the city stood at 586. With
reports from New Delhi de-
tecting 218 new cases and
from the Mahatma Gandhi
Memorial Medical College,
Indore, 26, the number of
cases grew by 43% to 842. 

Among the eight deaths,
!ve patients died on Thurs-
day, while the rest died pre-
viously and their samples
tested positive on the day.
The toll in the city has
climbed to 47, which consti-
tutes 5.5% of the patients in
Indore so far. 

On Thursday, men aged
52, 63, 52 and 80, and a wo-
man aged 63 died of the ill-
ness. For them, the duration
of the illness ranged bet-
ween three and !ve days and
none had any comorbidity. 

On April 15, a 56-year-old
man died of the illness with
comorbidities of diabetes
and deep vein thrombosis.
The 55-year-old man who
died on April 10 did not have
a comorbidity. A 70-year-old
man who died on April 8 suc-
cumbed to the illness, with-
out comorbidity, the day he
contracted it. 

Dr. Pravin Jadia, Indore’s
Chief Medical and Health Of-
!cer, said the !gures for In-
dore included patients from
other States too. “Since they
tested positive in Indore, we
are treating them here,” he
said. 

So far, 1,299 COVID-19 cas-
es and 75 deaths have been
reported in Madhya Pradesh.

Meanwhile, a bunch of
3,896 samples from Madhya
Pradesh were tested for CO-
VID-19 on Thursday, a 41%
jump from the previous day,
according to the State go-
vernment. The claim, ho-
wever, is raising questions,
given the State’s limited in-

frastructure, testing patterns
nationwide and discrepancy
with data received from the
testing centres.

On Thursday, nine of the
10 laboratories tested the
samples. Going by the num-
ber of samples claimed to be
tested, each lab in the State,
which has reported the third
highest number of cases in
the country, tested on an av-
erage 361 samples. 

The number is extraordi-

narily high, as 263 laborato-
ries across the country test-
ed 103 samples on an
average on Thursday, ac-
cording to data from the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search. 

In New Delhi, boasting the
second highest number of
cases among the States, 2,179
samples were tested by 18
labs on Thursday, with each
lab testing 121 samples on an
average. Whereas, laborato-

ries in Kerala tested 665
cumulatively, and 54 sam-
ples on an average each.
Since the outbreak, laborato-
ries in Rajasthan have tested
125 cases on an average,
while those in Maharashtra,
which has most cases, have
tested 45.

‘Working full time’
“This only means our testing
capacity is increasing and we
are working full time. Our
full focus is on that...,” Addi-
tional chief secretary
(health) Mohammed Sule-
man told The Hindu on Fri-
day. 

There was a spike, he ex-
plained, as the government
was receiving results of sam-
ples it had sent to New Delhi
two days ago. However, even
excluding the 642 sample re-
sults of Indore residents that
were received from the Na-
tional Institute of Biologi-
cals, Noida, on the day, the
jump is beyond the State’s
capacity.

Indore registers eight deaths in a day 
256 new cases in M.P.’s most populous city; 40% jump in testing in the State in a day raises questions

Staff reporter

Bhopal

Moment of relief: Medical sta! cheering four COVID-19
survivors after their discharge from an Indore hospital. * PTI

The Jharkhand High Court
has granted bail to a form-
er Member of Parliament
and !ve others on condi-
tion of contributing
$35,000 each to the PM-
CARES Fund and down-
loading the Aarogya Setu
mobile application.

Six petitioners — includ-
ing former BJP MP Som Ma-
randi — were convicted in a
case pertaining to their in-
volvement in a rail roko ag-
itation in Pakur district in
2012.

They were in judicial
custody since February.

All the convicts had
moved the High Court,
seeking quashing of the
sentence, and the case was
pending before the court. 

The accused, however,
sought bail. Justice Anubha
Rawat Choudhary said the
petitioners would have to
deposit $35,000 each in
the PM-CARES Fund as
part of the bail conditions. 

Give !35,000
to PM-CARES 
for bail: HC
Staff Reporter

Bhubaneswar

People with spinal cord inju-
ry want the Union Health
Ministry to declare them
“high-risk” category pa-
tients for COVID-19
infections.

In a letter to the Minis-
tries of Social Justice and
Empowerment, and Health
and Family Welfare, The
Spinal Foundation, a self-
help group for persons with
spinal cord injuries patients,
has pointed out that they
are a vulnerable segment
who need immediate hospi-
tal admission, and need to
be put on oxygen support as
the window period for heal-
ing is short.

‘Self-quarantine’
Komal Kamra, co-founder
and director (development)
of the Foundation, said that
within two weeks of the !rst
case of coronavirus infec-
tion in the country, the
group had networked with

its members, numbering
around 25,000, to self-qua-
rantine, as that was their on-
ly chance of survival. “We
did this long before the PM
declared it,” she added.

“We have been working
in the last two months on
prevention, reaching out to
all in our network. We do
have a de!cient lung capaci-
ty and don’t have the win-
dow period that patients
with other conditions might
have,” Dr. Kamra, who is al-
so a microbiologist, said.

The members were not
looking for freebies from the
government but just that
they be admitted to the hos-
pital and provided the re-
quired support immediate-
ly, she said.

S. Vaidyanathan, co-foun-
der, said persons with spine
injuries do not have control
over their bladder and bo-
wel movement. They are al-
so vulnerable to UTI (urin-
ary tract infections) and bed
sores.

Call to declare spinal cord
injury patients ‘high-risk’
Patients’ group writes to Ministries
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Ministry of Home A"airs
(MHA) has informed States
that “Rohingya Muslims”
and their contacts may need
to be screened for COVID-19
infection as some of them in
Telengana, Delhi, Punjab
and Jammu attended the Ta-
blighi Jamaat event at Niza-
muddin in March.

The Centre has reiterated
that those a"ected by the co-
ronavirus should not be
identi!ed by their religion
and has cautioned against re-
ligious polarisation.

In a letter dated April 15,
MHA wrote to all States and
Union Territories,stating
that “It has been reported
that Rohingya Muslims at-
tended iltejamas (congrega-

tions) and other religious
congregations of Tablighi Ja-
maat and there is a possibili-
ty of their contracting CO-
VID-19.” 

It said Rohingya residing
in camps in Hyderabad had
attended Tablighi Jamaat
congregation at Mewat in Ha-
ryana and had visited Niza-
muddin markaz (centre) in
Delhi. It further said Rohin-

gya living in Shram Vihar
near Shaheen Bagh in Delhi
had also gone for Tablighi ac-
tivities and have not re-
turned to their camps. 

“Also, presence of Rohin-
gya Muslims after attending
Tablighi Jamaat work has al-
so been presently reported
from Derabassi in Punjab
and Jammu area,” the letter
said. 

The letter, however, did
not specify the period when
the Rohingya visited the Ni-
zamuddin markaz.

After alerts were sent by
Telengana and J&K, MHA
wrote to all States on March
21 to “identify, screen and
quarantine” foreign Tablighi
Jamaat members who were
travelling to di"erent parts of
the country.

Screen Rohingya for COVID-19: MHA to States
Advisory comes after reports of refugees’ visits to Nizamuddin event and other gatherings 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has
urged Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath to
set up a task force for the
economic reconstruction of
the State, the party said on
Friday.

In an April 16 letter, re-
leased by the party a day la-
ter, Ms. Vadra highlighted
the problems faced by di"e-
rent sections of people be-
cause of the lockdown.

“Corona pandemic has
brought with it economic
destruction. U.P.’s glass in-
dustry, brass industry, car-
pet industry, weaving, furni-
ture making, leather
industry, hosiery, clay pot-
tery, !shery and other hou-
sehold industries have re-
ceived a big jolt. Lakhs of
weavers in the State are fac-
ing immense hardship as
the economy of the State
and the entire country has
come to a standstill,” Ms. Va-
dra said.

Shortage of food
“I request you that, for the
reconstruction of the eco-
nomy of the State, please
constitute a task force with
well-known experts on eco-
nomy and planning.” 

Ms. Vadra pointed out
that many unregistered
workers were facing shor-

tage of food and money. 
“Unregistered workers

should also be given guaran-
tee of economic relief.
There are also reports of ra-
tion not being available.
Kindly ensure that ration is
being given to people even
without ration card. Also I
would request you to give
pulses, edible oil, salt and
spices along with wheat in
the ration,” she said.

In the two-page letter, she
also requested the Chief Mi-
nister to announce an eco-
nomic package for the
MGNREGA workers and
farmers who had been hit
by unseasonal hailstorm,
clear the past dues and an
assurance to buy the crop of
cane farmers and facilitate
the use of combine harves-
ter machines for the Rabi
crops.

She asks CM to include experts
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

Priyanka seeks task force
for economic revival in U.P.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Friday said it had
sent 300 buses, including
200 from Agra, to bring
back students of the State
stranded in Rajasthan’s Ko-
ta, a hub of coaching
centres for competitive
examinations.

A government o#cial in
Agra said 200 buses were
sent from the district while
another 100 were dis-
patched from Jhansi in
Bundelkhand.

Additional District Ma-
gistrate (City) Agra Prabha
Kant Awasthi said that
though the number of stu-
dents of U.P. stranded in
Kota was not known, each
bus would carry 25 stu-
dents. 

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot said the
move by U.P. could be fol-
lowed by other States.
“Students in Kota can be
sent to their home states
on the consent of the con-
cerned State government
so that these young boys &
girls do not pani,” Mr. Geh-
lot said on Twitter.

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar,
however, expressed his re-
servations over the move,
and called it an injustice
and against the principle of
lockdown. 

(Inputs from Patna and
Jaipur) 

U.P. buses to
shift students
stuck in Kota
special correspondent

LUCKNOW
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With seven deaths and at
least 118 new COVID-19 cases
reported on Friday, Maha-
rashtra’s death toll touched
201, with 3,320 cases so far.
The number of cases in
Mumbai rose 2,120 with 77
new cases, according to the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC). The
number in the Dharavi area
reached 101. 

Among the new cases, 23
were reported from Pune,
four from Malegaon in Nash-
ik and one from Thane dis-
trict, said o!cials. Till date,
300 patients across the State
have been discharged after a
complete recovery. 

Even as more frontline
warriors such as doctors and
nurses tested positive in
Mumbai, two large hospitals
that had been declared con-
tainment zones after numer-
ous sta" and doctors had
been infected, are likely to
resume their services soon.

Sion Hospital on Friday
con#rmed seven resident
doctors and seven nurses —
including a sta" nurse, an as-
sistant matron and #ve nurs-
ing students — had tested
positive for the coronavirus.
While two nurses have been
discharged, the rest are un-
dergoing treatment at Seven-
Hills Hospital in Marol.

Under quarantine 
Two asymptomatic resident
doctors are quarantined in a
bungalow, while the rest are
in quarantine in the hospital.
An o!cial at Sion hospital
said, “We have demanded in-
dividual rooms for the doc-
tors so that they do not min-
gle with each other and stay
segregated.” Two more ju-
nior resident doctors at
Bombay Hospital tested posi-
tive on Friday, taking the tal-

ly of infected sta" at the hos-
pital to six. Consultant
physician Dr. Gautam Bhan-
sali said the two doctors,
who are attached to surgery
and oncology departments,
are asymptomatic. 

At the civic-run KEM Hos-
pital, the tally of coronavirus
cases rose to 10 after two re-
sident doctors tested posi-
tive on Thursday. Dean Dr.
Hemant Deshmukh said
most of the positive sta"ers
were not on COVID-19 duty.

Wockhardt and Jaslok hos-
pitals, which were declared
containment zones, are on
their way to resume full-
$edged services. Additional
municipal commissioner Su-
resh Kakani said the hospi-
tals are sanitising their
equipment and premises.

“They will reopen as gen-

eral hospitals. We have asked
them to also cater to CO-
VID-19 patients and provide
separate entry and exit for
them. We have asked them to
ensure restricted entry to
COVID-19 patient areas. For
example, if the facility is on
the seventh $oor, the eleva-
tor while moving from the
ground $oor to the seventh
$oor should not stop anywh-
ere in between,” said Mr.
Kakani.

In Pune, 400-odd resident
doctors in Sassoon and BJ
Medical College and Hospi-
tal, a!liated to the Medical
Association of Resident Doc-
tors, along with workers of
Sassoon Hospital, undertook
a symbolic protest against
the government’s decision to
transfer its dean Dr. Ajay
Chandanwale.

More healthcare workers test positive in Mumbai
Wockhardt and Jaslok hospitals to resume services after containment; the number of infections in the city touches 2,120

Jyoti Shelar 
Shoumojit Banerjee

Mumbai/Pune

The worst-hit: An aerial view of Worli, where the highest COVID-19 positive cases were reported on Friday. * EMMANUAL YOGINI

The number of COVID-19
positive cases in Dharavi
went up to 101, with 15 new
cases reported on Friday. It
also reported its tenth
death, of a 62 year-old man.

Asia’s largest slum
reported its #rst case on
April 1, a 56-year-old man
from Dr. Baliga Nagar. He
died soon after he tested
positive. Of the 15 new
cases, three each are from
Muslim Nagar, the Matunga
labour camp and Indira
Nagar. Janata society and
Social Nagar also reported
fresh cases. Laxmi chawl,
which reported its #rst case
and death on Thursday,
reported another case.
Muslim Nagar and Mukund
Nagar still make up the bulk
of the cases in Dharavi. 

The tenth person to die in
Dharavi is a 62-year-old man
from the labour camp who
died at Sion Hospital. He
also had co-morbidities.

“So far, we have screened
37,000 Dharavi residents for
fever. Our testing is targeted:
we look for symptomatic
close contacts or
symptomatic people in fever
camps. That is why, our
number of positive cases is
high. Yesterday, of the 26
new cases reported, we
found around 210 close
contacts who were put
under quarantine,” said
Kiran Dighavkar, Assistant
Municipal Commissioner of
the G North ward.

In order to tackle the
rising number of cases, the
BMC is in need of trained
health sta". 

15 new cases
take Dharavi’s
tally to 101 
Staff reporter 

Mumbai 

The Armed Forces Medical
Services (AFMS) has
stepped up e"orts to assist
the civil administration in
#ghting COVID-19. As part of
this, orders have been is-
sued notifying 50 AFMS hos-
pitals as dedicated COVID
hospitals and mixed COVID
hospitals for isolation and
treatment, the Defence Mi-
nistry said on Friday after a
review meeting on the Mi-
nistry’s e"orts by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh. 

“These hospitals have a
combined bed capacity of
9,038 patients. Civilian CO-
VID-19 cases would also be
admitted in these hospitals
as a surge capacity to aug-
ment the state healthcare fa-
cilities,” the Ministry said in
a statement.

Lt. Gen. Anup Banerjee,
Director General of AFMS,
informed Mr. Singh that fol-
lowing emergency #nancial
powers granted to DGs MS
and further down the hie-
rarchy, procurement of es-
sential health equipment
such as face masks, sanitis-
ers, Personal Protective
Equipment (PPEs) and ven-
tilators was on smoothly at a
fast pace, the Ministry
stated.

In addition, training ac-

tivities have been suspend-
ed at the Army Medical
Corps (AMC) Centre and
College, Lucknow, and
Armed Forces Medical Col-
lege (AFMC), Pune, and ap-
proximately 650 medical of-
#cers undergoing
post-graduate training at the
AFMC would be reverted to
units for providing medical
cover depending on the sit-
uation. 

A list of retired AMC o!c-
ers and paramedical sta"
had been readied and they
may be requested to volun-
teer for working in AFMS
hospitals at their current
home stations if the need
arose. Forty-three o!cers
and 990 paramedics have
volunteered till date, it stat-
ed. Six viral testing labs had
been established with the
help of the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) at
various AFMS hospitals. 

DRDO’s new products
The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) said in a statement
that it had introduced new
products to aid in the #ght
against COVID-19 — an auto-
matic mist-based sanitiser
dispensing unit and an Ul-
traviolet-C Light-based sani-
tisation box and hand-held
UV-C device. 

50 AFMS hospitals to handle COVID-19

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Taking stock: Rajnath Singh reviewing the functioning of the
Armed Forces Medical Services in New Delhi on Friday. * PTI

Defence medical
corps to join !ght

In a bid to ease the disrup-
tion of agricultural supply
chains, especially for perish-
able produce, the Agricul-
ture Ministry has launched a
Kisan Rath mobile applica-
tion, which will connect
farmers and traders to a net-
work of more than 5 lakh
trucks and 20,000 tractors.

The application, deve-
loped by the National Infor-
matics Centre, is meant to

help farmers and traders
who are searching for vehi-
cles to move produce. This

includes primary transport
from the farm to the mandis,
local warehouses or the col-
lection centres of farmer
producer organisations, as
well as the secondary tran-
sport from the local mandis
to intra-and inter-State man-
dis, processing units, railway
stations, warehouses or
wholesalers.

The application will lead
to on-boarding of over 5 lakh
trucks through transport ag-
gregators as well as 20,000

tractors from the custom hir-
ing centres run by farmer
groups. Refrigerated vehi-
cles will also be available. 

“It will be a stepping stone
towards provision of timely
transportation service at
competitive rates for farmers
and traders, besides achiev-
ing a reduction in food was-
tage,” said a Ministry state-
ment. 

The application can be
downloaded from Google
Play Store.

Kisan Rath will link farmers to transport options 
They will have access to a network of over 5 lakh trucks and 20,000 tractors

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar launching the
application in Delhi. * PTI

His COVID-19 positive status
seems to have made a 33-
year-old man from Naga-
land’s commercial hub Di-
mapur “stateless”.

The man belongs to a ma-
jor trading family that was
one of the #rst Hindi-speak-
ing settlers in Nagaland,
which was part of Assam un-
til December 1, 1963. 

He tested positive at the
Gauhati Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH) on April 12,
hours after he was shifted
from a private hospital in Di-
mapur in a critical condi-
tion. 

The ambulance driver
and those who had accom-
panied the patient tested ne-
gative but were quarantined
at the GMCH.

Dimapur is about 280 km

east of Guwahati.
Nagaland’s Department of

Health and Family Welfare
has, however, has been
maintaining the State has no
positive case. Its periodic up-
dates say: “The positive case
of Nagaland have (sic) been
added to the tally of Assam
State as sampling was done

in Assam...”
“Yes, since he has tested

positive there (GMCH), his
case is not included,” Naga-
land’s Home Commissioner
Abhijit Sinha told The

Hindu.
But the Dimapur man

#nds no mention in the As-
sam government’s update on

the number of COVID-19 pos-
itive cases.

Assam Health Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma declined
to comment on the transfer
of the Dimapur man’s case to
Assam, virtually putting him
in limbo. “I stand by my
tweets,” he said.

None of his tweeted up-
dates includes the Nagaland
man in Assam. One of those
tweets speci#ed that a priv-
ate hospital in Nagaland re-
ferred the Dimapur man to
GMCH after he showed
symptoms of COVID-19. 

“It is obvious that the man
was infected in Nagaland but
was sent to us because they
could not handle such a
case. If the Nagaland govern-
ment wants to keep its slate
clean, we cannot do anyth-
ing about it,” an Assam
health o!cial said. 

COVID-19 patient from Nagaland in limbo
His home State says it has no positive case because he was tested in Guwahati

Taking precautions: The man tested positive at the Gauhati
Medical College and Hospital on April 12. * PTI

RAHUL KARMAKAR

GUWAHATI

Gujarat saw a sharp rise in
the number of COVID-19 cas-
es on Friday with 170 new
cases and #ve deaths, taking
the death toll to 41 and the
total number of cases to
1,099 and 41 deaths as on
Friday evening. 

Thirteen people were dis-
charged after treatment and
complete recovery from the
infection. 

City clusters
Three main clusters in the
State so far are in Ahmeda-
bad with 622 cases out of
which 21 have died while 24
have recovered, Vadodara
with 142 cases, six deaths
and seven recoveries, and
Surat with 140 cases, #ve
deaths and 10 recoveries. 

After bringing major hot-
spots in Ahmedabad and Su-
rat under curfew, the go-
vernment also imposed
curfew in a hotspot in Rajkot

from where more than 20
cases have been reported. 

With cases being reported
new areas, the State govern-
ment announced that all CO-
VID-19 infected persons will
be provided free treatment
in all designated hospitals
across the State. 

The government has set
up one 100-bed designated
COVID-19 hospital in every
district besides multiple hos-
pitals including a 1,200-bed

civil hospital and a 2,000
bed COVID-19 care centre in
Ahmedabad. 

There are 963 infected
persons undergoing treat-
ment at various hospitals;
nine others are critical and
on ventilator support. 

The State has so far tested
23,438 samples. The govern-
ment also announced that
state government o!ces will
reopen from April 20 with li-
mited sta". 

Gujarat death toll touches 41;
170 new cases in a single day
Curfew clamped on Rajkot hotspot that reported 20 cases 

Special correspondent 

AHMEDABAD

Viral impact: The walled city in Ahmedabad was deserted 
on Friday because of the curfew. * VIJAY SONEJI 

Rajasthan became the #rst
State to carry out rapid
testing for COVID-19 on Fri-
day. Beginning at 5 p.m., 52
persons were tested at the
Urban Primary Health
Centre in Jaipur’s Topkha-
na Desh locality, also
known as the Jaju Govern-
ment Dispensary. All the 52
persons tested negative.

Though the rapid test is
not a con#rmatory diagno-
sis for the SARS-CoV-2 in-
fection, it helps in quickly
isolating a person who
tests positive in order to
contain the spread of the
virus.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Medical & Health) Ro-
hit Kumar Singh said the
tests would be conducted
on a large scale in the hot-
spots. “The tests will be
done at designated points
on people with symptoms
and on super spreaders...
such as vegetable-vendors,
shopkeepers and grocery
store persons.”

Rajasthan
initiates 
rapid testing
Special Correspondent

JAIPUR

Deputy Chief Minister and
Finance Minister Ajit Pawar
on Friday wrote to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, urg-
ing the Centre to rescue
Maharashtra from an eco-
nomic mess as a result of the
lockdown. 

The Centre should pro-
vide an economic subsidy of
%10,000 crore each for the
next #ve months, increase
the cap on #scal de#cit to
5%, and clear the pending
compensation on account of
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) to the tune of %15,558

crore, he said. 
“Maharashtra is putting

up a good #ght against the
virus on all fronts and will
surely win it, but for it to be
successful, the Centre must
cooperate with it on the eco-
nomic front,” the letter said.

“Maharashtra has the
power to overcome the CO-
VID-19 crisis on its own but
due to the lockdown an-
nounced by the Central go-
vernment from March 24 to
May 3, the economy of the
State is stagnated. Maha-
rashtra’s reported GST in-
come was down by %27,000
crore in March.” 

Maharashtra seeks
"10,000 cr. for 5 months 
Special correspondent 

Mumbai
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Rama’s display of equanimity when He is deprived of the
coronation and is informed of the fourteen year banishment
order by Kaikeyi has been eulogised as exemplary by Valmi-
ki, Kamban and other poets. Undoubtedly, it has inspired
and impressed posterity in many ways, but it has also ap-
peared ba!ing and even exaggerated to many. It is perhaps
to resolve such mixed responses that Valmiki takes the read-
er into the inner feelings of Rama when He opens out His
heart to Lakshmana and Sita on the third night of the vana
vasa, pointed out Swami Paramasukananda in a discourse. 

On the "rst night, the people of Ayodhya are with Him; on
the second, Guha and Sumantra are present. It is on the
third night that the three of them are alone for the "rst time.
When they are to sleep on a bed of straw, Rama thinks of
Dasaratha, Kaikeyi, Kausalya, Ayodhya and Bharata. He can-
not avoid comparing the comforts of royal living with the life
in the forest. Has not Dasaratha abandoned a good and wor-
thy son like Him for the sake of Kaikeyi, his favourite wife?
How unfortunate is Kausalya to be separated from her virtu-
ous son? How easily has Kaikeyi accomplished her desired
object? As Rama talks in this vein, anger and disappoint-
ment overtake Him. He even says He can vanquish Ayodhya
singlehandedly and reverse the situation. But He imme-
diately states that show of anger or valour in such a situation
is against dharma, and He will not do so. 

Valmiki shows that when adversities strike irrevocably,
even an avatara purusha cannot escape the play of emotions
such as anger, fear and jealousy. Rama too faces the power-
ful force of human emotions and feelings but shows how
these have to be handled by all with extreme care and with
the focus on righteousness and dharma.

FAITH

Showcasing human traits + 12913
(set by Hypatia)

You will never run out of 
intellectual challenges 
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! ACROSS

9 What Telcos don’t do is the reason mobiles shut down (6,3,6)

10 Jerk interferes initially with US central bank over budget

shortfall (7)

11 Captured in war, even generals retaliate (7)

12 According to Spooner, time travelled 

is not squandered (4-5)

14 8 to 1, say at boring port (5)

17 Is it possible for a holy man to join a card game? (7)

19 Vice president given a new punishment (7)

21 Produce !nally from machinery, idle otherwise (5)

23 Grunts, thoroughly exhausted (6,3)

25 Overlook revolutionary expert in operation (7)

27 Indian guy eats entire bird (7)

30 This time, stick held by pressing crushed "ower (6,9)

! DOWN

1 It’s astringent, causing internal damage, primarily (4)

2 50 percent of Aluminium put in hot "asks initially (4)

3 Where chicks used to be, say caught in fumes (3-5)

4 Declare about Universal image (6)

5 Party poster "ying on threshold (8)

6 Thin piece with Lithium turning to precious metal (6)

7 Reputation picked up in English boarding school (4)

8 Hand out ham, to the audience (4)

12 Crazy wizard chokes you at regular intervals (5)

13 Breather taken by European in spring? (5)

15 Beginning to try exotic Goan dance (5)

16 Patent on time (5)

18 One might light up your home? (8)

20 Everyone stayed all right? (4,4)

22 Goes down to hear Hamlet’s countrymen (6)

24 Say Laver, followed Jethmalani, perhaps a strict disciplinarian (6)

25 Bulk service (4)

26 Alert queen drilling Bond, perhaps (4)

28 On vacation, married to woman in a month (4)

29 Went up yawning (4)

SCAN TO PLAY

States with their limited resources will have to shoulder the
greater burden of economic crisis that will follow COVID-19,
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said in an e-mail in-
terview, adding that Kerala plans to open up the construction
sector in the non-hotspot areas to help migrant workers earn
a living during the lockdown.

Kerala has managed to
!atten the COVID-19 curve,
which other States are still
struggling to do. What is it
that it got right ?

! The State administration,
socio-political and voluntary
organisations and the gener-
al public at large are jointly
taking on this menace. I feel
that the #attening of the
curve has happened because
of this united resolve. At the
same time, we are guarded
against any complacency
that can creep in at any time
and any juncture.

As you may recall, we had
to undertake a tedious path
of observation, detection,
prevention, chasing the con-
tacts, isolation and treat-
ment as part of the strict re-
gime we adopted right from
the beginning. The country’s
"rst COVID-19 case was de-
tected in Kerala on January

30 after a student who re-
turned from Wuhan in China
was tested positive. Two
more Wuhan returnee stu-
dents later tested positive.
Following the detection of
cases, we declared a ‘State
calamity warning’ and over
3,000 contacts of these pa-
tients were placed under sur-
veillance. We managed to do
contact tracing well. 

Till date (as on April 16),
there have been a total of 387
con"rmed cases of COVID-19
infection in Kerala and 167
patients are currently under
treatment in various hospi-
tals across the State. 264 of
the con"rmed cases were pe-
ople who had come to Kerala
from outside the State and
from abroad, eight were fo-
reign nationals and 114 were
cases of local transmission.

Kerala’s inalienable
strength is our excellent so-
cial infrastructure built over

an extended period of time. 
When this government as-

sumed o$ce in 2016, we con-
stituted four missions to ad-
dress Kerala’s new
generation problems. One of
the four, “Aardram” mission,
is to improve our public
health sector to global stan-
dards. We already converted
170 primary health centres to
Family Health Centres, with
more facilities. We provided
more doctors, nurses and
technicians to facilitate this.
In the second phase, we are
converting 504 PHCs to Fa-
mily Health Centres. 

And "nally, we make it a
point to have maximum pos-
sible testing done on a daily
basis to ensure that our pro-
tocols are in position. 

During the Prime Minister’s
meeting with the Chief
Ministers, you had
suggested that post April 14,
when the "rst round of
lockdown was to end, the
migrant workers should be
allowed to return home in
special trains. The Union
Government doesn’t seem
to be heeding to your
advice.

! First of all, I di%er with the

coinage of ‘migrant’ workers.
For us, they are guest work-
ers. We treat them at par
with our own people and en-
sure that every welfare mea-
sure initiated by our govern-
ment should reach them too.
We have extended full assis-
tance in the form of food,
proper shelter and health-
care to them.

It is quite natural that they
want to join their families in
this hour of crisis. The big-
gest hardship these workers
face is transport lockdown,
which prevents them from
reaching home. We have
been seeing frightening vi-
suals and scenes with regard
to the movement of workers
in other places. I do hope
that the Central government
as well as respective States
take appropriate measures
to cater to these people. I
have requested the PM for
special non-stop trains, if
possible, so that the guest
workers can reach their
home and help their fami-
lies. 

As part of our relaxation,
we are going to permit con-
struction activities in non-
hotspot zones with appro-
priate safeguards. This
should ensure that most of

the guest workers are en-
gaged and provided means
for livelihood. The govern-
ment also has decided that
guest workers should be en-
gaged in cleaning up the pu-
blic places and waterbodies
like wells, ponds etc. We
need to instill con"dence in
them and make them feel
that they are part of our so-
ciety. 

What is the long term
impact of the lockdown on
the economy that you
foresee ?

! This is an unprecedented
situation and it is di$cult to

gauge the exact nature of the
impact at this juncture. The
economy will be crippled,
millions of job losses and
crores of people adversely af-
fected. 

States with their limited
resources will have to shoul-
der the greater burden of
economic crisis that will fol-
low the COVID-19 pandemic.
The "nancial package an-
nounced by the Centre is in-
adequate. Altogether just
&7,000 crore has been allot-
ted additionally to the States.
Many countries, including
the U.S.A., the U.K., and Ja-
pan have announced "nan-
cial stimulus packages rang-
ing between 12%-20% of their
GDP. In some of the packag-
es, there are special schemes
for protecting jobs in the
private sector through em-
ployment subsidies to the job
providers. 

Our stimulus package is
just 0.7% of the GDP. I do
hope that the Union Govern-
ment comes out with a large
and substantive package to
support the States, who are
the primary responders. 

All states, including Kerala,
have criticised the Union
government for not

releasing GST payouts to the
States and "nancial aid. Has
GST speci"cally curtailed
State governments’ "nancial
freedom?

! As you may be aware, we
had our own reservation on
GST roll out. However, we
went along with it expecting
justice and fairness from the
Centre. I am sorry to say that
even the promised and com-
mitted amounts have not
been disbursed to States.
Kerala has to get more than
&3,000 crore as GST com-
pensation, which has been
withheld by the Centre.
Along with this, there has
been complete reluctance on
the part of the Centre in sup-
porting the States in dealing
with the pandemic. Let me
tell you that a State like Kera-
la, which has created elabo-
rate paraphernalia to "ght
this menace got only &159
crore. 

The suspension of the
MP’s Local Area Develop-
ment Scheme (MPLADS) for
two years would further hit
us as these funds become es-
sential for funding COVID-19
related activities and deve-
lopment works. Few of our
MPs had announced their in-

tention in procuring PPE,
testing kits and other medi-
cal equipment using their
MPLADS but now we stand
to lose them. The MPLADS
fund is for the people of the
MP’s constituency and not
for the Central Government’s
fundraising.

All States are in "nancial
distress as revenues have
stopped and the public
healthcare expenditure has
increased manifold to con-
tain the outbreak. In this dif-
"cult scenario, we will have
to borrow from the open
market to continue the work
and also to ensure that there
is no break in our e%orts due
to lack of funds. Therefore,
permission may be granted
to State Governments to is-
sue special Pandemic Relief
Bonds. 

We have also requested
the Prime Minister to in-
crease our borrowing limit to
5%. Similarly, loans from ex-
ternal agencies for epidemic
control measures and recon-
struction activities may be
exempted from the State’s
borrowing limit. The govern-
ment is expecting a favoura-
ble response in this regard.

(Full interview at:
https://bit.ly/CovidPinarayi)

INTERVIEW | PINARAYI VIJAYAN

‘Centre’s !nancial package, amounting to just 0.7% of GDP, is inadequate’ 
All States are in !nancial distress as revenues have stopped and public healthcare expenditure has increased manifold, says the Kerala Chief Minister 

Sobhana K Nair

New Delhi 

<> Kerala’s inalienable
strength is our
excellent social
infrastructure, built
over a period of time 

High fever, mind numbing ti-
redness and constant emo-
tional support from the med-
ical sta% — that is what most
COVID-19 survivors across
India remember of their bat-
tle against the virus, which
"rst emerged in China and
now has infected over 2 lakh
people worldwide and killed
over a lakh in under "ve
months.

“We can overcome, that is
the spirit with which I fought
this virus this past month,”
says Bengaluru-based pro-
fessional Venkat Raghav, 50,
who believes that he may
have picked up the virus
while on a business trip to
the U.S. in March.

“I developed high fever
and by then the news about
the virus was available and
the Indian government too
was disseminating informa-
tion. So I decided it was best
not to take chances and I iso-
lated myself from the family
on my return. Later, at the
Rajiv Gandhi Institute of
Chest Diseases (RGICD), it
was con"rmed that I had
high virus load, following
which I got admitted to the
hospital and a day later, I was
found COVID-19 positive,’’ he
says.

Now cured and at home,

Mr. Venkat claims his great-
est achievement through it
all was that he was able to
keep his immediate family –
wife and two teenage chil-
dren uninfected. 

Recalling his treatment
and the support he got from
the hospital sta%, he notes
that while the virus takes a
heavy toll on the body, men-
tal well-being is the key to
"ghting the disease. 

“I was in isolation, the fev-
er rarely comes below 101.4°
F and the weakness and pain
is unexplainable. I pulled
through because everyone
around me stayed very posi-
tive,’’ he says.

Delhi patient
The COVID-19 fever doesn’t
kill you but the guilt can,
con"des Rohit Dutta, who
was among Delhi’s-NCR "rst

COVID-19 patients in early
March. “I had come back
from a trip abroad and had
also organised a small get-to-
gether of close family and
friends. Later, I got to know
that I was positive. I was ad-
mitted to Safdarjug Hospital
and believe me the guilt that
I could have infected chil-
dren….never really left me.
It is under this frame of mind
that one day while during
treatment I got a call from a
lady who abused me for
bringing in COVID-19 to
north India. I was shaken. I
refused to take calls from un-
known numbers after that,”
he says.

Now a month after the or-
deal, Mr. Dutta, a business-
man, is back with his family
and says that he is relaxing. 

“COVID-19 forces you to
rethink and take a relook at

life. Industries are closed
and we feel that things may
take a while to come back to
normal. But what this virus
has taught me is to stay posi-
tive. The body may give up,
but the mind has to stay
strong. The Safdarjung Hos-
pital sta% became my family.
Each sta% there cared for me
as if I was their family mem-
ber,” he observes.

Seven infected in family
Robin Thomas, from Kot-
tayam, Kerala, a medical
sta% himself, says the "ght
against the pandemic is also
about staying positive. 

“Seven persons in my im-
mediate family, including
me, were infected. The only
silver lining was that my 4-
year-old has tested negative
so far. The 21-day hospital
stay were the best and worst
days of my life,’’ he says.

“The "rst week in quaran-
tine with my wife and child, I
thought we would have to
say goodbye to our child. We
were looking for jobs [both
he and his wife are medical
professionals] in Italy and
never thought that we would
hit such a huge roadblock.’’ 

Mr. Thomas and wife Ree-
na tested positive after her
parents and brother came to
Kerala from Italy in March
and tested positive.

Emotional support helped win
battle, say COVID-19 survivors
While the virus takes a toll on the body, mental well-being is key, says survivor

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI 

Robin and Reena had tested positive after their relatives came
to Kerala from Italy in March. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

A petition has been "led in
the Supreme Court for a di-
rection to the government
to conduct COVID-19 tests
among the tribal popula-
tion living along the Goda-
vari river valley area.

The petition, "led by
Pentapati Pulla Rao, said
the river belt, where the
tribal people live, was close
to the Polavaram irrigation
project area. A large num-
ber of migrant workers was
still on the project site and
they did not have sanitisers
and masks. These workers
lived in close proximity to
the tribal population.

‘Test tribals in
Godavari
valley area’
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Plea in HC seeks halt on
classi!cation of cases
NEW DELHI

A petition filed before the
Delhi High Court has sought
direction to restrain Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
Delhi government from
classifying some COVID-19
cases as ‘Tablighi Jamaat’ or
‘Masjid Markaz’, alleging it
amounts to religious
profiling. 

IN BRIEF

TRAI raises international
call termination charges 
NEW DELHI 

In a move that will benefit
the telecom operators, the
Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAI) on Friday
brought the International
Termination Charges under
forbearance regime, raising it
to 35-65 paise per minute
against a fixed rate of 30
paise per minute.

Telecom operators
extend validity
NEW DELHI 

Three private operators —
Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea — on Friday
announced extension of
validity of packs for certain
users. While Jio said that its
users will receive incoming
calls, Airtel and Vodafone
extended the benefit to
about 120 million low income
customers till the end of the
lockdown on May 3.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday
said that the COVID-19 out-
break in parts of Howrah
district was very severe and
asked that armed police be
deployed in some of the
areas of the district. 

The Chief Minister said
that similar measures
should be tried in a few
zones in Kolkata to ensure
people stayed at home and
maintained social distanc-
ing in markets.

Ms. Banerjee, who held a
video conference meeting
from the State Secretariat

with senior o$cials of the
State government, District
Magistrates and Police Supe-
rintendents, said a number
of areas in several districts
in the State had been desig-
nated “very sensitive, and
sensitive”. 

The Chief Minister,
whose government has
been shying away from pu-
blicly announcing COVID-19
“hotspots,” for the "rst time
mentioned Red, Orange and
Green Zones — demarca-
tions announced by the
Central government to iden-
tify areas based on the num-
ber of cases of infections
recorded.

Situation is grim in
Howrah, says Mamata 
CM for deployment of armed police 
Special correspondent

Kolkata

A 50-year-old woman tra-
velled 2,700 km in a car
across six States in three
days to meet her critically ill
son, a BSF jawan in Jodhpur,
despite strict lockdown due
to COVID-19.

Sheelamma Vasan said
the condition of her son,
Arun Kumar, 29, su%ering
from myositis (in#amation
of muscles), was improving.

“Due to God’s grace, we
have reached here without
any problems,” she said.

The family was informed
by a doctor at AIIMS in Jodh-
pur about Mr. Kumar’s con-
dition, following which they
undertook the journey from
Kerala through Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Gujarat to reach Rajasthan.

Union Minister V. Mura-
leedharan, o$ce of Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan and
Congress leader Oommen
Chandy helped the family
get necessary travel passes.
Volunteers of Hindu help

line, a VHP organisation, al-
so helped in arranging a cab
and two drivers free of cost
to take them to Jodhpur.

After getting the neces-
sary passes, Ms. Vasan, ac-
companied by her daughter-
in-law Parvathy, set o% on
the journey from Panacka-
chira village in Koruthodu
panchayat in Kottayam on
April 11 and reached Jodhpur
on 14th, ‘Vishu’ (Malayalam
new year).

The jawan, who had come
to his village in February,
had expressed a desire to
meet his mother and wife.

A 2,700 km trip to meet son
Kerala woman
reaches Rajashtan

Press Trust of India

Thiruvananthapuram
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China faces a drawn-out
struggle to revive an econo-
my that su!ered its biggest
contraction since possibly
the mid-1960s after millions
of people were told to stay
home to "ght the virus. 

The world’s second-lar-
gest economy shrank by
6.8% from a year earlier in
the quarter ending in March
after factories, o#ces and
shopping malls were closed
to contain the outbreak, o#-
cial data showed on Friday.
Consumer spending, which
supplied 80% of last year’s
growth, and factory activity
were weaker than expected. 

China, where the CO-
VID-19 pandemic began in
December, is the "rst major
economy to start to recover
after the ruling Communist
Party declared the virus un-
der control. Factories were
allowed to reopen last
month, but cinemas and oth-
er businesses that employ
millions of people still are
closed. There are signs that
after an “initial bounce” “the
recovery in activity has since
slowed to a crawl,” said Ju-
lian Evans-Pritchard of Capi-
tal Economics in a report.
“China is in for a drawn-out
recovery.” 

The last contraction this
big was 5.8% in 1967 during
the upheavals of the ultra-
radical 1965-75 Cultural Re-
volution, according to Iris
Pang of ING. Forecasters ear-
lier said China might re-
bound as early as this
month. But they say a sharp,
“V-shaped” recovery looks
increasingly unlikely as ne-
gative export, retail sales and
other data pile up. Instead,
they expect a gradual crawl
back to growth in low single

digits in the coming quar-
ters. For the full year, fore-
casters, including UBS, Nom-
ura and Oxford Economics,
expect little to no growth. 

In total, China has report-
ed 4,632 deaths after the to-
tal for Wuhan, the city at the
centre of the outbreak, was
revised upward on Friday.
The mainland has an-
nounced 82,367 cases. 

Possible job losses
Retail sales fell 19% from a
year earlier in the "rst quar-
ter. That improved in March,
the "nal month of the quar-
ter, to a decline of 15.8%. But
consumers, jittery about
possible job losses, are reluc-
tant to spend despite govern-
ment e!orts to lure them
back to shopping malls and
auto showrooms. 

That is a blow to automak-
ers and other companies
that hope China will power

the world economy out of its
most painful slump since the
1930s. That is a political chal-
lenge for the ruling party,
which bases its claim to pow-
er on China’s economic suc-
cess. The party appealed to
companies to keep paying
employees and avoid layo!s
during the shutdown. But an
unknown number has failed,
adding to public anxiety. 

The economy already was
squeezed by a tari! war with
President Donald Trump ov-
er Beijing’s technology ambi-
tions and trade surplus. Last
year’s growth sank to a mul-
ti-decade low of 6.1%.

Exports fell 6.6% in March
from a year earlier, an im-
provement over the double-
digit plunge in January and
February. But forecasters say
demand is bound to slump in
America and Europe as anti-
virus controls keep shoppers
at home. 

China’s economy in worst downturn since 1960s
In the March quarter, the economy shrank by 6.8% while retail sales fell by 19%; forecasters do not see recovery this year 

Associated Press

BEIJING

No masking the slowdown: A mural at Wuhan’s Leishenshan Hospital in Hubei, China. The COVID-19 toll for the city, where the
outbreak began, was revised on Friday. * AFP

Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe made a forceful
appeal to the nation on
Friday to stay indoors to
avoid further the COVID-19
contagion, in his starkest
remarks since the crisis
began. New cases hit a daily
record in the capital,
Tokyo, before the speech in
which Mr. Abe said this
week’s nationwide
expansion of a state of
emergency was prompted
partly by fear that medical
services could fail in rural
areas home to many
elderly. 

“Please avoid going out,”
Mr. Abe said, adding that
reductions in person-to-
person contact in Tokyo
and Osaka, two of Japan’s

hardest-hit regions, were
still well short of targeted
levels. “Everything depends
on the action of each
individual.”

Mr. Abe, who has seen
his support hit over his
handling of the pandemic,
also apologised for
confusion over a plan to

start distributing
coronavirus relief payments
next month. A
supplementary budget had
detailed payouts of
300,000 yen ($2,782.42) to
households with incomes
hit by the outbreak, but
pressure mounted on Mr.
Abe, some from within his
own party, to step up the
help with a payment of
1,00,000 yen for all
citizens. Such a switch
would triple the cost to the
government to 12 trillion
yen. Earlier, Finance
Minister Taro Aso said the
government hoped to start
payments in May. 

Japan’s emergency allows
municipal authorities to
urge people to stay indoors,
but without legal force or
punishments.

Please avoid going out, Abe appeals
Reuters

Tokyo

Japan’s Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. * REUTERS

Nigerian authorites have
laid charges including
murder, robbery and
street violence against 142
people over unrest during
the coronavirus lockdown,
police said on Friday.

The suspects were
arraigned at a magistrate
court on Thursday for
alleged incidents in Ogun
state, which abuts the
country’s economic hub,
Lagos. “They were 142 in
number and were accused
of murder, robbery, illegal
possession of arms and
disturbance of public
peace,” said police
spokesman Abimbola
Oyeyemi.

Nigeria
charges 142
over unrest
Agence France-Presse

Lagos U.S. President Donald
Trump has given Governors
a road map for recovering
from the economic pain of
the COVID-19 pandemic, lay-
ing out “a phased and delib-
erate approach” to restoring
normal activity in places
that have strong testing and
are seeing a decrease in CO-
VID-19 cases. 

“We’re starting our life
again,” Mr. Trump said dur-
ing his daily press brie"ng.
“We’re starting rejuvenation
of our economy again.” 

The new guidelines are
aimed at easing restrictions
in areas with low transmis-
sion of the coronavirus,
while holding the line in
harder-hit locations. They
make clear that the return to
normalcy will be a far longer
process than Mr. Trump in-
itially envisioned, with fed-
eral o#cials warning that
some social distancing mea-
sures may need to remain in
place through the year. 

"You’re going to call your
own shots,” Mr. Trump told
the Governors on Thursday
afternoon in a conference
call. “We’re going to be
standing alongside of you.” 

Three-phase opening
Places with declining infec-
tions and strong testing
would begin a three-phase
gradual reopening of busi-
nesses and schools. 

In phase one, for in-
stance, the plan recom-
mends strict social distanc-
ing for all people in public.
Gatherings larger than 10
people are to be avoided,
and non-essential travel is
discouraged. 

In phase two, people are

encouraged to maximise so-
cial distancing and limit
gatherings to no more than
50 people unless precau-
tionary measures are taken.
Travel could resume. 

Phase three envisions a
return to normalcy for most
Americans, with a focus on
identi"cation and isolation
of any new infections. 

Mr. Trump said recent
trends in some States were
so positive that they could
almost immediately begin
taking the steps laid out in
phase one. “They will be
able to go literally tomor-
row,” Mr. Trump said. 

The guidelines recom-
mend that States pass
checkpoints that look at
new cases, testing and sur-
veillance data over the prior
14 days before advancing
from one phase to another. 

Governors of both parties
made clear they will move at
their own pace. 

At the earliest, the guide-
lines suggest, some parts of
the country could see a re-
sumption in normal com-
merce and social gatherings
after a month of evaluating
whether easing up on curbs
has led to a resurgence in
cases. In other parts, or if vi-
rus cases pick up, it could be
substantially longer. 

Trump gives State
Governors options
on lifting restrictions 
Social distancing measures to stay 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON

A healthcare worker in New
York City. * REUTERS

Disruptions in domestic food
supply chains are a pressing
issue as the COVID-19 pan-
demic unfolds, World Bank
President David Malpass told
reporters on a tele-brie"ng
on Friday. 

Labour shortages are im-
pacting logistics and loss of
jobs and income has impact-
ed people’s ability to a!ord
food, he said.

“So we have a double pro-
blem of both the supply and
the demand sides being dis-
rupted in such a critical area
as food and agricultural sup-
ply chains,” Mr. Malpass
said, making speci"c refe-
rences to the situation in
parts of Africa in this
context.

The Bank would have pan-
demic-related programmes
in 100 countries by the end
of April, Mr. Malpass said,

with $160 billion of "nancing
over the next 15 months, $50
billion of which will be on
grant and highly concession-
al terms. India had received
a $1 billion health sector
emergency loan from the
World Bank earlier in April.

Major recession 
“We’re expecting a major
global recession — our esti-
mates suggest a much deep-
er downturn than the Great
Recession [2007-09],” he
said. The World Bank had re-
cently projected a 1.5%-2.8%
growth rate in this "scal
year.

Earlier in the day, as per
his prepared remarks to the
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund’s sharehol-
ders at the Development
Committee, Mr. Malpass had
pointed to the “huge” capital
out$ow from developing
countries in the COVID-19

context and suggested steps
to improve debt transparen-
cy and investment quality
that, Mr. Malpass said, were
critical to reversing these
capital $ows.

No free ride 
Mr. Malpass also told the De-
velopment Committee that
commercial creditors of go-
vernments should not “free
ride” and need to help sove-
reign debt reduction e!orts.

He expected governments
that are part of the Interna-
tional Development Associa-
tion (a group of 76 of the
poorest World Bank Group
member countries — India is
not a member) to get credit
on similar terms from com-
mercial creditors, he said.

Bilateral loans 
Days ago, the G20 group of
countries agreed to freeze bi-
lateral loan repayments from
76 countries that are eligible
for IDA assistance.

In response to a question
on countries restricting ex-
port of medical supplies, Mr.
Malpass said he hoped coun-
tries would not use the crisis
to close or block markets
and suggested a barter
system.

“We should allow markets
to function, markets to clear,
and the supplies to go to
those most in need.” 

‘Food supply chain disruption a concern’ 
Loss of jobs and income has impacted people’s ability to a!ord food: World Bank 

World Bank head David
Malpass. * REUTERS

Sriram Lakshman 

Chennai

Brazilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro "red his Health Mi-
nister on Thursday after
clashing with him over how
to "ght the new coronavirus,
and again called for States to
end stay-at-home orders that
he said were hurting the
economy.

Few global leaders have
done more than Mr. Bolso-
naro to play down the pan-
demic, which has killed
nearly 2,000 Brazilians. He
has called the virus “a little
$u” and criticised State Go-
vernors for imposing restric-
tions supported by health
experts and the popular out-
going Minister, Luiz Hen-
rique Mandetta.

In televised remarks met
with pot-banging protests in

several major cities, Mr. Bol-
sonaro said Dr. Mandetta did
not fully appreciate the need
to protect jobs and he called
again for a resumption of bu-
siness in Brazil, Latin Ameri-
ca’s largest economy. “We
need to return to normal,
not as fast as possible, but

we need to start having
some $exibility,” Mr. Bolso-
naro said. The government
cannot a!ord emergency aid
to the poor for much longer,
he added.

‘Still unprepared’
“Do not think we are past a
peak in growth of the virus.
The health system is still not
prepared for an accelera-
tion,” Dr. Mandetta warned
in his parting comments at
the Ministry.

Incoming minister Nelson
Teich, asked at a news confe-
rence about the Ministry’s
position now that he was in
charge, said there will not be
any “sudden changes” in
policy. However, he added:
“There is a complete align-
ment between me and the
President.”

‘Mandetta did not appreciate the need to protect jobs’ 

Reuters

BRASILIA

Former Health Minister Luiz
Henrique Mandetta. * AFP

Bolsonaro "res Health Minister, calls
for reopening of Brazil economy

Spain’s death toll spiralled
towards 19,500 on Friday
as the government revised
its data collection metho-
dology despite controversy
over a system that counts
only deaths among those
who tested positive. 

The country reported
585 new fatalities in the
past 24 hours, but it was
di#cult to compare with
previous tolls after the go-
vernment amended its
counting mechanism. 

The total number of
deaths in Spain now stands
at 19,478, the third-highest
in the world after the Unit-
ed States and Italy.

The government issued
revised guidelines over-
night for reporting deaths
in order to standardise the
data sent in from the coun-
try’s 17 autonomous re-
gions. 

Spain toll
nears 19,500
Agence France-Presse

Madrid

ELSEWHERE

Duterte warns citizens
not to violate lockdown
MANILA

Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte has threatened a
martial law-like crackdown to
stop people !outing a virus
lockdown in the nation’s
capital. Mr. Duterte spoke a
day after authorities reported
an upsurge of cars on
Manila’s roads. AFP

Pandemic could kill
3,00,000 in Africa: UN
JOHANNESBURG

The COVID-19 pandemic will
likely kill at least 3,00,000
Africans and risks pushing 29
million into extreme poverty,
the UN Economic
Commission for Africa said on
Friday, calling for a $100
billion safety net. The World
Health Organization (WHO)
warned on Thursday that
Africa could see as many as
10 million cases in three to six
months. AFP

Sporting events may be on
hold in Germany, but the
race to succeed Chancellor
Angela Merkel is gathering
pace as the country makes
cautious progress in the "ght
against the coronavirus. 

North-Rhine Westphalia
State Premier Armin Las-
chet, 59, and his Bavarian
counterpart Markus Soeder,
53, locked horns this week as
Germany announced tenta-
tive steps to ease restrictions
on public life. Mr. Laschet
and Mr. Soeder head Germa-
ny’s biggest States by popu-
lation and area respectively
— and also the two worst hit
by the coronavirus —and
have played a key role in the
decision to start reopening
schools and smaller shops.

Yet the two prospective
Merkel successors have
clashed over the question of
how quickly Germany
should relax its coronavirus
curbs. Mr. Laschet is a prime

candidate to be the next
leader of Ms. Merkel’s CDU
party, having thrown his hat
in the ring when the Chan-
cellor’s hand-picked succes-
sor Annegret Kramp-Karren-
bauer stepped down earlier
this year.

Extension to shutdown
As head of the CDU’s Bavar-
ian sister party CSU, Mr.
Soeder also has a claim to be
put forward as the conserva-
tive alliance’s candidate at
elections scheduled for au-
tumn 2021, even if he has un-
til now been coy about the
prospect. Mr. Soeder held a
conservative line as Germa-
ny mulled an extension to its
coronavirus shutdown this
week, while Mr. Laschet
urged a return to “responsi-
ble normality”.

With increased testing
and the widespread distribu-
tion of masks, Mr. Laschet is
hoping to revitalise the Ger-
man economy quickly after
it entered into recession this

week. He has also warned of
collateral problems such as
unemployment and a rise in
domestic violence, and his
State government even sug-
gested schools could reopen
from as early as next week,
rather than the May 4 restart
mooted elsewhere. That was
quickly slapped down by Mr.
Soeder, who warned against
“one-upmanship” in the race
to relax restrictions.

Yet Mr. Soeder has placed
himself front and centre in
the coronavirus "ght, and
has himself been accused of

going it alone. In March, Ba-
varia was the "rst of Germa-
ny’s 16 States to introduce
sweeping restrictions on pu-
blic life, acting unilaterally
while other States hesitated.

Popular in Bavaria
And while State Premiers
agreed with Ms. Merkel to re-
open schools gradually from
May 4, Mr. Soeder has decid-
ed to push back that start
day by a week. The moves
angered his colleagues, but
Mr. Soeder’s hard line has
gone down well with Bavar-

ians. A recent poll by public
broadcaster BR put his ap-
proval rating at 94%, earning
him the nickname “Corona
Kaiser”. That popularity
may yet rub o! on a national
level, argues political scien-
tist Gero Neugebauer of Ber-
lin's Free University. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Laschet,
whose State was home to the
"rst major outbreak of the vi-
rus in Germany, has cut a
more uncertain "gure. 

He has appeared less fre-
quently alongside Ms. Mer-
kel. And in March, he was
derided by Germany’s big-
gest-selling Bild daily as an
example of “how not to wear
a mask” after he appeared at
a hospital wearing a mask
that failed to cover his nose.

Yet as Mr. Neugebauer al-
so points out, not all German
voters like a strongman.

“(People) have recently
voted for the CDU/CSU be-
cause of Ms. Merkel and be-
cause of the party pro-
gramme,” he said. 

Behind Germany’s battle, a "ght for Merkel’s crown
The Premiers of two of the biggest States are the prime candidates to succeed the Chancellor 

Succession battle: German Chancellor Angela Merkel and
Bavarian Premier Markus Soeder in Berlin. * VIA REUTERS

Agence France-Presse

Berlin

More than a quarter of
Myanmar’s prison popula-
tion is being released, the
President’s o#ce an-
nounced on Friday, after
calls grew to ease pressure
on overcrowded jails with
coronavirus fears gripping
the country.

The Southeast Asian na-
tion grants an annual am-
nesty to thousands of pri-
soners to mark its April New
Year holiday, but this is the
largest recorded in recent
years. It comes as govern-
ments around the world —
including the U.S., parts of
Europe, and Colombia —
grapple with overcrowded
prisons as fears spiral of vi-
rus outbreaks behind bars. 

“To mark Myanmar New
Year, by respecting humani-
tarian ground and peace in
mind of the people, the Pre-
sident pardons altogether

24,896 prisoners from va-
rious prisons,” a statement
on Friday from the Presi-
dent’s o#ce said.

So far Myanmar has o#-
cially con"rmed 85 cases of
COVID-19, including four
deaths, but experts fear the
real number is many times
higher because of the low
numbers being tested. The
President’s o#ce said 87 fo-
reigners included in the am-
nesty would be deported.

Myanmar to release
25,000 prisoners 
Amnesty comes amidst virus fears
Agence France-Presse

Yangon

A health worker spraying
disinfectant outside 
Insein prison. * REUTERS
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BUSINESS

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268.15. . . . . . . . . 0.55

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1756.25. . . . . . . 13.15

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 478.80. . . . . . . 56.25

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2379.15. . . . . . . 45.60

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4999.70. . . . . 300.10

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2308.15. . . . . . . 88.15

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 502.45. . . . . . . . . 2.00

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360.10. . . . . . . . . 4.70

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2832.15. . . . . . . . -4.65

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 598.00. . . . . . . . -2.45

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148.75. . . . . . . . . 1.35

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3929.55. . . . . . . 68.90

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 14770.35. . . 1399.00

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89.70. . . . . . . . . 0.45

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 545.55. . . . . . . . . 1.80

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 455.25. . . . . . . . -4.50

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1680.60. . . . . . . 54.85

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 910.30. . . . . . . 30.55

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1835.90. . . . . . . 53.25

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124.15. . . . . . . . . 3.60

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2385.00. . . . . . -51.10

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375.55. . . . . . . 33.55

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 474.45. . . . . . . 39.05

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 168.30. . . . . . . . -3.20

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 628.75. . . . . . . . . 4.90

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 86.00. . . . . . . . . 1.30

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188.10. . . . . . . . . 1.75

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177.30. . . . . . . . . 6.65

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1186.25. . . . . . . 55.40

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 932.90. . . . . . . 21.25

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363.20. . . . . . . . . 6.50

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 5505.00. . . . . 374.20

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 17324.30. . . -570.95

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.50. . . . . . . . . 0.40

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76.30. . . . . . . . . 0.85

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 167.75. . . . . . . . . 4.35

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1224.00. . . . . . . 55.95

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193.25. . . . . . . . . 4.75

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 18946.75. . . . . . . 17.85

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 457.10. . . . . . . . -6.60

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76.85. . . . . . . . . 2.20

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 293.35. . . . . . . . . 4.45

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1806.20. . . . . . . 90.15

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 509.85. . . . . . . . -7.80

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 975.50. . . . . . . . -9.75

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3534.05. . . . . . . . -5.05

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363.30. . . . . . . . . 0.10

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84.10. . . . . . . . . 1.40

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187.00. . . . . . . . -0.85

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 140.15. . . . . . . . . 4.60

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 17

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 76.19. . . . . . . 76.51

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.45. . . . . . . 82.80

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 94.71. . . . . . . 95.11

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 70.65. . . . . . . 70.95

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.77. . . . . . . 10.82

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 78.40. . . . . . . 78.74

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 53.46. . . . . . . 53.69

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 54.03. . . . . . . 54.26

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.41. . . . . . . 17.52

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 48.19. . . . . . . 48.40

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

17-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,589 ddddddddddddddd3.22 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 76.39 ddddddddddddddd0.62

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 28.34 ddddddddddddddd3.05

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has announced a host
of measures to provide li-
quidity support to non-bank-
ing !nancial companies
(NBFCs), apart from giving
them certain bene!ts for
loans extended to the com-
mercial real estate sector.

To begin with, banks have
to invest the funds availed
under targeted long-term re-
po operation (TLTRO), in in-
vestment grade bonds, com-
mercial paper, and
non-convertible debentures
of NBFCs. RBI stipulated that
small and mid-sized NBFCs
and micro-!nance institu-
tions (MFIs) should receive at
least 50% of these funds.

Auction on April 23
Banks can avail "50,000
crore through the targeted

long-term repo operation.
The !rst auction of TLTRO
for "25,000 crore will be
conducted on April 23.

Of the 50% stipulated for
smaller entities, 10% has to
be invested by banks in se-
curities of MFIs, 15% in se-
curities issued by NBFCs

with asset size of " 500 crore
and below; and 25% in secur-
ities issued by NBFCs with as-
sets size between "500 crore
and "5,000 crore.

“These investments have
to be made within one
month of availing liquidity
from the RBI,” the banking

regulator said. The RBI clari-
!ed that investments made
by banks under this facility
would be classi!ed as ‘held-
to-maturity’ (HTM), even in
excess of 25% of the total in-
vestment permitted to be in-
cluded in the HTM portfolio. 

“This will, in turn, ease
the liquidity problem faced
by NBFCs and MFIs to some
extent, if their lender bank
does not provide moratori-
um on payment of instal-
ment and interest which
they are extending to their
customers,” said Deo Shan-
kar Tripathi, MD & CEO of
Aadhar Housing Finance. 

NBFCs and housing !-
nance companies are facing
liquidity pressure since
banks have not extended any
repayment moratorium to
these entities even if NBFCs
have to provide the same for
their borrowers.

The RBI has also decided
to provide special re!nance
facility of "50,000 crore to
NABARD, SIDBI and NHB to
enable them to meet sectoral
credit needs. This would
comprise "25,000 crore to
NABARD for re!nancing re-
gional rural banks (RRBs),
cooperative banks and micro
!nance institutions (MFIs);
"15,000 crore to SIDBI for
on-lending/re!nancing; and
"10,000 crore to NHB for
supporting housing !nance
companies (HFCs).

The regulator has also al-
lowed non-banking institu-
tions to extend the date for
commencement for com-
mercial operations (DCCO)
by an additional one year,
without treating the same as
restructuring, if the project
is delayed due to reasons
beyond the control of the
promoter. 

NBFCs get !50,000-cr. liquidity booster
Banks to get funding via targeted long-term repo operation, invest in CP, NCDs, bonds of these entities

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has prescribed higher
provisioning norms for all
loans where banks have ex-
tended moratorium to their
customers, by 10%, spread
over two quarters — Janu-
ary-March and April-June.

The central bank said
that it was cognisant of the
risk build-up in banks’ ba-
lance sheets on account of
!rm-level stress and delays
in recoveries.

“With the objective of en-
suring that banks maintain
su#cient bu$ers and re-
main adequately provi-
sioned to meet future chal-
lenges, they will have to
maintain a higher provision
of 10% on all such accounts
under the standstill, spread
over two quarters, i.e.,
March 2020 and June 2020,”
the RBI said, adding that
these provisions can be ad-
justed later on against the
provisioning requirements
for actual slippages in such
accounts. 

The provisioning require-
ment was announced as RBI
has allowed asset classi!ca-
tion standstill for all such ac-
counts from March 1, 2020
to May 31, 2020. This would
mean an account will conti-
nue to be in the same status
on June 1, 2020 as it was on
February 29, 2019.

Brickwork Ratings esti-
mated additional provision
requirement could increase
the total provisioning of
banks by around "35,000
crore in the March-June
2020 period, assuming spe-
cial mention accounts are
about 4% of total banking
advances and have been ac-
corded moratorium. 

Banks are allowed to ex-
tend moratorium to repay-
ment for such loans that
were standard as on Febru-
ary 29. “It has been decided
that in respect of all ac-
counts for which lending in-
stitutions decide to grant
moratorium or deferment,
and which were standard as
on March 1, 2020, the 90-
day NPA norm shall exclude

the moratorium period, ie,
there would be an asset clas-
si!cation standstill for all
such accounts from March 1,
2020 to May 31, 2020,” the
RBI said.

“Providing relaxation to
banks by allowing 90-day
asset classi!cation standstill
for accounts covered under
moratorium will imbibe
banks with the desired oper-
ational %exibility to lend a
helping hand to stressed ac-
counts,” SBI chairman Raj-
nish Kumar said.

The regulator has also
provided extension in reso-
lution timeline for stressed
assets. Current norms stipu-
late lenders to hold an addi-
tional provision of 20% if a
resolution plan has not been
implemented within 210
days from the date of de-
fault. Now, the the period
for resolution plan has been
extended by 90 days. 

According to stressed as-
set resolution norms, len-
ders are required to imple-
ment a resolution plan in
respect of entities in default
within 180 days from the
end of review period of 30
days. Now, the RBI has said
that for accounts within the
review period as on March 1,
2020, the period from
March 1, 2020 to May 31,
2020 will be excluded from
the 30-day timeline. 

Also, for accounts where
the review period was over,
but the 180-day resolution
period had not expired as
on March 1, 2020, the time-
line for resolution will get
extended by 90 days from
the date on which the 180-
day period was originally set
to expire.

The RBI has also provid-
ed relief to banks by lower-
ing the liquidity coverage ra-
tio requirement, to 80%
from 100%. The require-
ment will be gradually res-
tored in two phases — 90%
by October 1, 2020 and
100% by April 1, 2021. The
RBI has also barred com-
mercial and cooperative
banks from making divi-
dend payouts for the year
ended March 31, 2020. 

Higher provision to standstill accounts

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Moratorium period
will not count for
NPA purpose: RBI

Companies and industry as-
sociations have welcomed
the steps taken by the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) to
deal with the economic im-
pact of COVID-19.

Chandrajit Banerjee, Di-
rector General, CII, said
“The RBI’s continued resolve
to ensure that the availability
of liquidity, especially for
stressed sectors, remains
adequate is commendable.
The launch of the TLTRO 2.0
is expected to ensure that
MFIs and small and mid-
sized NBFCs remain well
lubricated.

“[The] RBI Governor has
done his side of the job per-
fectly. Now, the end bene!ci-
aries will have to wait to
know how the bene!ts per-
colate and how soon. The
RBI, government and FIs [!-
nancial institutions] need to
think out of the box in ensur-
ing that the funds %ow into
MSMEs quickly as we have
only 12 days left for month-
end commitments,” said K.E.
Raghunathan, past national
president, All India Manufac-
turers Organisation (AIMO).

Akshay Mehrotra, CEO,
EarlySalary said, “As a !n-
tech lender and small NBFC,
we need much more support
to emerge stronger in these
times. We are hoping SIDBI
and PSU bank funds will
trickle down to smaller
NBFCs like us. The much
needed support to realty-fo-
cused NBFCs with a one-year
extension for delayed pro-
jects will help. Unfortunate-
ly, suspense still abounds
moratorium to NBFCs.”

TVS Group chairman Ve-
nu Srinivasan said it was a
sign of continued e$orts to
stimulate economic activity
and protect jobs.

“The long-term repo oper-

ation (LTRO) for non-bank-
ing !nancial companies
(NBFCs) and micro-lenders is
a good tool to ease liquidity
without tinkering with poli-
cy rates, and "50,000 crore
is a substantial amount. This
should restore con!dence,
especially among MSMEs
that provide a signi!cant
portion of the country’s jobs
and is integral to all supply
chains,” he said.

“The tone of RBI is one of
empathy and support to nee-
dy sectors. The targeted
LTRO focused on mid-sized
NBFCs and micro-!nance in-
stitutions is positive. The 90-
day extension in non-per-
forming assets reckoning for
stressed standard assets as
on March 1 e$ectively post-
pones NPA classi!cation for
accounts that were slipping
into NPA between March and
May,” said Padmaja Chundu-
ru, MD & CEO, Indian Bank.

It is a timely move by RBI,
said D. Lakshminarayanan,
MD, Sundaram Home Fi-
nance. Additional funds to
housing !nance companies
via the National Housing
Board is a con!dence-boost-
ing move, he added.

Industry hails RBI move
‘Steps will boost liquidity, bene!t NBFCs and MSMEs’

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI /CHENNAI

Padmaja Chunduru

Players in real estate seg-
ment and analysts have wel-
comed the measures an-
nounced by Reserve Bank of
India Governor Shatikanta
Das to infuse liquidity into
the !nancial markets to deal
with the crisis arising out of
COVID-19 outbreak.

Sanjay Dutt, MD & CEO,
Tata Realty and Infrastruc-
ture Ltd, said, “The RBI’s de-
cision to slash reverse repo
rate by 25 basis points and
additional liquidity mea-
sures will provide some re-
lief to the sector, which had
already been dealing with its
own set of issues prior to the
pandemic. 

“These measures are
bound to encourage banks

to lend more, thereby im-
proving the credit %ow and
giving more purchasing
power to home buyers and
investors.”

Niranjan Hiranandani,
president, Assocham and
NAREDCO said, “For real es-
tate, the announcement that
loans given by NBFCs to real
estate companies would get

similar bene!ts as those gi-
ven by the scheduled com-
mercial banks is positive.”

NHB allocation
Anuj Puri, chairman, Ana-
rock Property Consultants,
said, “the allotment of
"10,000 crore to the Nation-
al Housing Bank is a big
move for the real estate sec-
tor reeling under a liquidity
crisis. It will help provide
capital to HFCs and even-
tually provide major relief to
developers battling liquidity
issues in COVID-19 times.” 

Manju Yagnik, vice-chair-
person, Nahar Group and
vice-president, NAREDCO
(Maharashtra), said, “These
steps would prove to be a
booster dose to the econo-
my, impacted by COVID-19.”

RBI measures to bene"t realty 
‘Reverse repo rate cut will nudge banks to lend more’

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

The Centre has permitted
the export of formulations
made from paracetamol.
The government has, ho-
wever, decided to continue
with the restriction on ex-
port of paracetamol APIs
placed on March 3.

On Friday, a Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) noti!cation said
the March 3 order is “furth-
er amended to the extent
that the formulations made
from paracetamol, includ-
ing FDC (!xed dose combi-
nations), under any ITCHS
code…, are made ‘free’ for
export with immediate ef-
fect. However, paraceta-
mol APIs will remain res-
tricted for export.

A common fever medi-
cation globally, paraceta-
mol is the most sought af-
ter and widely-used drug
ever since the COVID-19
outbreak.

According to sources,
India is among the leading
manufacturers of paraceta-
mol globally. Some of the
major producers are Farm-
son Pharmaceuticals, Gra-
nules India, Sri Krishna
Pharma and Bharat Chemi-
cals. The production ca-
pacity is estimated to be
5,000 tonnes a month.
From an export perspec-
tive, it is a low-value, high-
volume product.

India eases
paracetamol
export curbs 
N. Ravi Kumar

HYDERABAD

S&P Global Ratings has re-
vised the rating outlook of
Axis Bank Ltd. and ICICI
Bank Ltd. to negative from
stable citing heightened
economic risks faced by In-
dian banking system which
would a$ect the creditwor-
thiness of these lenders.

“We believe Indian
banks face increasing risks
stemming from challeng-
ing operating conditions
following the COVID-19
pandemic. We expect a
%attish U-shape economic
recovery ,” the rating agen-
cy said. It expected banks’
asset quality to deteriorate,
credit costs to rise and
pro!tability to decline.

ICICI, Axis
rating outlook
turns negative 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Amid a huge spike in de-
mand for hand sanitisers in
the country during the past
months, new entrants and
smaller brands have come to
the rescue of the consumers. 

According to a report by
market researcher Nielsen,
smaller players jumped in to
exploit the demand surge,
capturing 61% of the market
in March, with the top three
brands accounting for the
remaining 39%. The share of
top three brands dropped
from 85% in both January
and February.

About 152 new players en-
tered the segment in March,

the ‘Nielsen Covid-19 Impact
on FMCG and Retail: Edition
2’, stated. 

The report showed a
sharp fall in the sale of
FMCG products across va-
rious channels after a high
double-digit growth during
the !rst three weeks on ac-
count of the nationwide

lockdown due to COVID-19.
Traditional retailers, who

account for the bulk of
FMCG sales in India, saw
sales surge by 10% in the
week ending March 22,
while seeing a 8% dip in the
week ended March 29, com-
pared with the same week of
the previous year. Modern
trade stores saw a sharp 63%
jump in sales in the third
week of March while posting
only 6% growth in the last
week of March. E-commerce
saw demand nosedive 64%
in the last week of March.

Nielsen cited supply and
retail point issues, among
others, as the reasons that
impacted volumes.

Market share of established companies drop, says report
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

As demand surges for hand
sanitisers, new players pitch in

Indian equity benchmarks
rose sharply on Friday after
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) announced a slew of li-
quidity boosting measures
that led to strong gains in
banking and !nancials
stocks. A strong surge in the
global markets also acted as
a catalyst. 

The 30-share Sensex
gained 986.11 points, or
3.22%, to close at 31,588.72.
Stocks such as ICICI Bank,
Reliance Industries, Axis
Bank, HDFC Bank, TCS,
HDFC and Kotak Mahindra
Bank contributed the maxi-
mum to the day’s gains. 

The broader Nifty closed

at 9,266.75, up 273.95 points
or 3.05%. The India VIX in-
dex fell nearly 8% on Friday.

Market participants,
while welcoming the move,
said that the RBI measures
would help in easing the !-
nancial stress though the
market would look at stron-

ger signals in terms of %at-
tening of the COVID-19 curve
before underlying investor
sentiment turns positive.

“The measures would aid
!nancials but are not signi!-
cant enough to change the
bias and result in material
re-rating of NBFC and MFI
stocks,” said Gaurav Dua,
Head — Capital Market Stra-
tegy & Investments, Sharek-
han. “The situation is still
volatile and uncertain in
terms of the extent of dis-
ruption in economy and bu-
sinesses. Thus, it is advisable
to stick to quality companies
with proven track record,
healthy balance sheet and
stable growth outlook,” Mr.
Dua added.

Sensex up after RBI booster dose
Strong gains for banking and !nancial stocks

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Thurs-
day the country could not
support a general allocation
of new Special Drawing
Rights (SDR) by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
because it might not be ef-
fective in easing COVID-19-
driven !nancial pressures.

Ms. Sitharaman said that
she also was concerned that
such a major liquidity injec-
tion could produce poten-
tially costly side-e$ects if
countries used the funds for
“extraneous” purposes.

Ms. Sitharaman joined
U.S. Treasury Secretary Ste-

ven Mnuchin in opposing a
new SDR allocation, which
would provide all 189 mem-
bers with new foreign ex-
change reserves with no
conditions.

India says IMF liquidity
boost may be costly 
Unrelated fund use likely: Sitharaman
Reuters

Nirmala Sitharaman

TVS Motor Company Ltd.
has acquired Britain’s iconic
sporting motorcycle !rm
Norton Motorcycles (UK)
Ltd. in an all-cash deal for a
consideration of "153 crore
(£16 million) through one of
its overseas subsidiaries.

An asset purchase agree-
ment with Norton Motorcy-
cles Holdings Ltd. and Nor-
ton Motorcycles (U.K.) Ltd.
was concluded to acquire
certain assets, including the
brand Norton and other as-
sociated brands, TVS Motor
Company said in a regulato-
ry !ling. 

Interesting acquisition
“This would be one of the
most interesting acquisi-
tions of a storied motorcycle
maker in recent times and
will re%ect TVS Motor Com-
pany’s and India’s rapidly
rising prominence in the in-
ternational two-wheeler
market,” the company said.

“This transaction is in
line with our e$ort to cater
to the aspirations of discern-
ing motorcycle customers.

We will extend our full sup-
port for Norton to regain its
full glory in the internation-
al motorcycle landscape,”
said Sudarshan Venu, JMD,
TVS Motor Company.

“Norton will continue to
retain its distinctive identity
with dedicated and speci!c
business plans. TVS Motor
will work closely with cus-
tomers and employees in
building the success and
pre-eminence of the Norton
Motorcycles brand,” he said. 

TVS Motor Company also
announced the upcoming
products of Norton Motor-
cycles such as Commando,
Dominator and V4 RR. 

TVS Motor buys Norton
Motorcycles for "153 cr.
Deal also includes associated brands
Special Correspondent

Chennai 

Sudarshan Venu

Following the Centre’s move
to allow resumption of e-
commerce activity April 20
onwards, online commerce
!rms are readying to scale
up operations in anticipa-
tion of high demand for pro-
ducts in the health, kitchen
accessories, books and mo-
bile phone categories.

“Nearly 50% of our sellers
will be in a position to res-
ume operations and more
are likely to follow after as-
sessing the local situation in
their respective areas,” a
Snapdeal spokesperson
said.

In the lockdown period,
Snapdeal, like other e-com-
merce players, was deliver-

ing only essential products;
however, the platform was
accepting other orders as
well, which will be delivered
once restrictions are re-
moved. “We expect pro-
ducts such as summer appa-
rel, kitchen accessories,
small appliances like head-
sets, tablets for school work,
home printers and competi-
tive exam books will be in
high demand,” the spokes-
person added.

Dependent on approvals
An industry o#cial said
while companies were set-
ting up a roadmap, opera-
tions will depend on appro-
vals from local authorities.

Grofers has also been able
to bring down service time

to 2-3 days in most places.
“We don’t have a massive
pile up of orders right now.
The demand, of course, re-
mains very high and we are
now operating at 70% capac-
ity,” the company’s co-foun-
der Saurabh Kumar said. 

The company is also look-
ing at ramping up hiring ag-
gressively to cater to de-
mand and is onboarding
200-300 people every day.

An Amazon India spokes-
person said the !rm was fo-
cussed on the immediate
needs of consumers. “We
are working closely with
brands, manufacturers, sell-
ers, small businesses and lo-
cal shops, helping them to
o$er the most needed pro-
ducts to customers.”

If States are willing, deliveries can resume from that day

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI

E-com !rms to scale up post Apr. 20 
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SPORT/LIFE

India’s quali!cation for next
year’s ICC World Cup should
ease a lot of pressure on the
players, said captain Mithali
Raj.

In a chat with The Hindu

on Friday, the 37-year-old
said that till now the players
were not sure how to pre-
pare for the World Cup
quali!ers.

“In that context, this is
welcome news amidst the
crisis because of COVID-19
that is threatening the
world,” she said. 

Not sure
“De!nitely, this is good news
even though we are not still
sure when the conditions
will improve and sporting
activity will resume,” Mithali
said.

It may be mentioned here
that India reached the 2017
World Cup !nal under Mith-
ali’s captaincy, and also beat
the West Indies in the last
one-day series it played in
November 2019.

“With the issue of the
World Cup settled, we can
plan the preparation much

better as there will be
enough time when the situa-
tion improves, hopefully, by
August this year,” said
Mithali.

Speci!c objective
Mithali, in line to play her
sixth World Cup, said: “It is
important for the team to re-
group !rst, plan about the

coaching camps with the
speci!c objective of winning
the trophy.

“Of course, a lot depends
on the kind of international
schedule women’s cricket
can a"ord in the run-up to
the World Cup. But, by all
means, with India qualifying
for the tournament, the fo-
cus can shift to planning for

the event in order to realise
the big dream of winning the
World Cup,” she said.

Mithali hopes that things
would improve early so that
the athletes can at least go to
the stadiums and start train-
ing. “For now, the focus can-
not be on competitions but
on resuming training ses-
sions,” she said.

‘Crucial for India to regroup !rst’ 
With quali!cation secured, Mithali focuses on planning for the World Cup 

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM

HYDERABAD

Relieved! Mithali Raj says India sealing a World Cup berth is welcome news in view of the
uncertainty that the pandemic has created. * FILE PHOTO: V.V. SUBRAHMANYAMUS Open fate to be

decided in June
NEW YORK

US Open organisers have said
they are planning for the
Grand Slam event to go
ahead as scheduled and that
an event without spectators
is “highly unlikely”. United
States Tennis Association
chief executive Mike Dowse
said nothing “is off the table”
and a final decision on the
fate of the event would come
in June but having fans
attend the event is still the
goal. AFP

Leeds great Hunter
succumbs to coronavirus
LONDON

Leeds United great Norman
Hunter has died aged 76 after
contracting coronavirus, his
former club announced on
Friday. A famously tough-
tackling centre-half, England
international Hunter made
more than 700 appearances
for Leeds during its most
successful era of the late
1960s through to the
mid-1970s. AFP

Laver Cup postponed 
to 2021
WASHINGTON

The 2020 Laver Cup will not
go ahead in September as
planned and will return next
year due to the clash of dates
with the French Open, the
organisers of the exhibition
event said on Friday. It will
now be held between
September 24 to 26, 2021.
REUTERS 

QUICK SINGLES

Smith stays on as CSA
Director of Cricket
JOHANNESBURG

Graeme Smith was on Friday
appointed Cricket South
Africa’s permanent Director of
Cricket for a two-year term, a
post which he held on an
interim basis since December
last year. The 39-year-old was
brought on board to put
South African cricket back on
track. “Graeme has made a
huge impact with his energy,
expertise and passion he has
brought to the position
during the six months he has
served in an acting capacity,”
said CSA acting Chief
Executive Jacques Faul. PTI

The COVID-19 pandemic has
led to a state of uncertainty
all over the world. Sport is
no exception, with sports
bodies unsure of when live
sport will resume, even if in
front of empty stands.

The International Cricket
Council (ICC), meanwhile,
!nds itself in a Catch-22 sit-
uation vis-a-vis its restruc-
turing plans.

While the T20 World Cup
(scheduled to be played in
Australia from October 18) is
in limbo, the two additions
in the ICC calendar — the
World Test Championship
(WTC) and the ODI League
Championship — are in dan-
ger of being shortlived.

While WTC is in its mai-
den two-year cycle, with the
!nal scheduled for June
2021, the ODI League is
scheduled to be held bet-
ween May 2020 and March
2022. 

Thirteen teams are set to
compete in the ODI League,
with each side supposed to

feature in eight series of at
least three matches each.

While the ICC has been in
constant touch with all sta-
keholders, some of the in-
#uential members, includ-
ing India, have sensed that a
condensed international ca-
lendar upon resumption
will eat into their own bilat-
eral arrangements and T20
leagues (read income
through broadcast rights). 

Big Three’s plan
As a result, the ‘Big Three’
have been planning to pres-
surise the ICC into cancell-
ing at least one of the
events. 

The proposal is likely to
be discussed at the next ICC
Board meeting, likely to be
held in June. 

ICC executives and mem-
ber Board o$cials hope that
in the next couple of
months, the world would
have started recovering
from the pandemic and they
will be in a position to at
least start chalking out the
future course of action.

ICC on the horns 
of a dilemma 
Fate of WTC and ODI League 
hangs in the balance

Amol Karhadkar

MUMBAI

The trickster is a common
and popular staple of most
folklore and Mizo folklore
has a fair share of them, says
R. Thangvunga, professor in
Mizoram University’s De-
partment of Mizo language.

The self-seeking ‘Machia-
vellian trickster’ sits at the
top of the list of bad hats in
Mizo folklore, says Prof.
Thangvunga. 

The manipulative ‘Odys-
sean trickster’ comes se-
cond in his analysis pu-
blished in the university’s
journal followed by the hu-
morous ‘Dickensian trick-
ster’, the boastful ‘Hercu-
lean trickster’ and the witty
trickster posing problems
that require intelligence.

According to Prof. Thang-
vunga, most folklore tends
to ignore the underbelly of a
society or community and
focus on stories of heroism
and semi-supernatural
deeds of one’s ancestors.

Such stories “boost the col-
lective ego of one’s com-
munity more e"ectively
than pots of rice beer to a
safe level of ethnic pride.”

Such tales, he says, may
not have played any signi!-
cant role in “preserving our
tribal ethnicity as well as
providing a shield against
the in!ltration of a Machia-
vellian breed of more ad-
vanced nations”.

But the Machiavellian
trickster existed in Mizo folk-
lore before such in!ltration.
The professor cites the ex-
ample of brothers Chhura
and Nahaia to make a point.

Nahaia often makes youn-
ger brother Chhura the butt
of pro!table jokes, once pro-
posing to exchange houses
so that Chhura and his wife
could watch the stars while
going to bed. It wasn’t until
the monsoon that Chhura
realised his folly.

Prof Thanvunga cites
Keimingi, the daughter of
the chief of the 'tigermen',

assigned to bewitch and take
revenge on tiger hunter
Hualtungamtawna, as an ex-
ample of the Odyssean trick-
ster, manipulator and op-
portunist. 

The lazy Samdala is an ex-
ample of the Dickensian
tricksters, lacking intellec-
tual !nesse for any ulterior
motive but providing comic
relief often at their own ex-
pense. He o"ers to be eaten
by a tiger only if he is carried
to the top of a hill, but once
he reaches his destination,
he scares the tiger away with
the story of an animal-eater. 

The tale of Thailungi, a 10-
year-old girl sold o" by her
stepmother, quali!es as that
of a Herculean trickster who
uses gimmicks to accom-
plish impossible missions,
the professor says. He cites
the story of Chemteii, who
stops her father from being
robbed of inheritance by us-
ing her intelligence to !nd
answers to tricky questions
by the local king. 

No dearth of tricksters in
Mizo folklore, says expert 
They are the popular staple of most cultures 

RAHUL KARMAKAR

GUWAHATI

To celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of Earth Day, nine
leading artistes have come
together to sing a multi-lin-
gual song in eight regional
languages, including in Ta-
mil, Hindi, Gujarati, Kanna-
da, Malayalam and Punjabi.
The album is titled Dharti

Ma - A Tribute to Earth.
Put together by the Earth

Day Network, an organisa-
tion that works with about
50,000 NGOs worldwide,
the song, to be launched on
YouTube on April 22, aims at
“creating awareness among
the masses about doing what
little each one of us can,”
said Karuna Singh, Asia re-
gional director for the
Network.

‘Reduce carbon
footprint’
“They are all in#uencers and
we want them to, through
their voices and otherwise
too, take the message of the
importance of doing even
small things to reduce our
carbon footprint. When we
talk to students, we show

them how the simple act of
reducing the brightness of
their laptop screens can help
reduce power usage,” she
explained.

The seven-minute long
song features leading vocal-
ists — Bombay Jayashri,
Shankar Mahadevan, Kaush-
iki Chakraborty, Hansraj
Hans, Mahesh Kale, Abhish-

ek Raghuram, Sweta Mohan,
Abhay Jodhpurkar and M.D.
Pallavi. It has been com-
posed by Amrit Ramnath.

It features Sayee Rakshith
on the violin, Abinandan Da-
vid on the guitar, Sumesh
Narayanan on the mridan-
gam and percussions, M.T.
Aditya on the tabla, and sin-
gers Karthik, Amrit and Sree-

nidhi Venkat on the chorus
vocals.

Ms. Jayashri said, “As ar-
tistes, all of us do our bit.
This album is one and so are
concerts or songs performed
for the earth. Personally,
too, I don’t use single-use
plastics and try as much as
possible to reuse and recycle
things. Last year, I had writ-
ten to the city sabhas re-
questing them to provide re-
usable water bottles to ar-
tistes and many of them had
implemented it,” she said.

‘Absolutely spellbound’
Mr. Jodhpurkar said that
when he heard the song, he
was absolutely spellbound.
“It is an honour for me to be
a part of a multilingual an-
them featuring such legen-
dary singers of our nation,”
he added.

Musician and vocalist
Shankar Mahadevan re-
called how he and Ms.
Jayashri learnt music from
the same guru in the initial
years in Bombay and said he
was happy to have lent his
voice to the song composed
by her son.

Multi-lingual composition by nine leading artistes to be launched on April 22

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

A poster for the album Dharti Ma — A Tribute to Earth.

Vocalists come together to celebrate Earth Day

ISS crew land 
in Kazakhstan 
MOSCOW

A U.S.-Russian space crew
landed safely on Friday. NASA
astronauts Jessica Meir and
Andrew Morgan and Russian
Oleg Skripochka touched
down as scheduled at 11.16
a.m. when their Soyuz
capsule landed near
Dzhezkazgan (Kazakhstan). AP

Sardar Singh was one of the
!ttest players in the Indian
hockey team and the former
India captain has lately taken
to sharing his workout ses-
sions on the social media.
The ongoing lockdown has
given him lot more time to
do so.

The pandemic hit soon af-
ter Sardar returned from Ca-
nada. He spent a few days in
Chandigarh before shifting
to his ancestral village in
Sant Nagar, Sirsa. “The lock-
down meant your couldn’t
even leave your #at in Chan-
digarh. Here it is easier and
safer,” Sardar told The

Hindu.
Along with his parents, el-

der brother Didar Singh and
his family, Sardar is also re-

connecting with his spiritual
roots. 

“What I have learnt is
what our Guruji (the spiri-
tual head of Namdhari sect)
always said — only the man
who remembers God — not
to ask for something but
simply to be thankful and
seek blessings — will be able
to stay strong and survive
any crisis. The last few years
I had lost some touch. Now I
am slowly trying to get back,
starting and ending the day
with a prayer,” Sardar said.

Pending work
About his workout videos,
Sardar said it was mainly to
encourage people for !tness
through example. 

“That’s what I used to do
on !eld also, lead by exam-
ple. But on social media,

when a player puts up so-
mething, he keeps thinking
of that only all day and focus
goes for a toss. That’s why I
kept o" it earlier. But now I
have time. 

“Once this is over, I plan to
complete my police training
(he is with Haryana Police)
and may think of getting into
coaching also (he is already a
selector with Hockey India).
Let’s see,” he says.

As for the current situa-
tion, the Padma Shri and
Khel Ratna awardee admits
there is uncertainty. 

“As of now, no one knows
when things will get normal,
or will it be back to old nor-
mal at all. But one thing is
sure — only if you are healthy
you can go ahead in future,
whatever it may be like,” he
said.

Hockey icon reconnecting with his spiritual roots at his ancestral village

Uthra Ganesan

NEW DELHI 

Staying in shape: Sardar Singh working out with his nephews
at his family home in Sant Nagar, Sirsa. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Sardar using social media to help people keep !t 

Author Sepulveda passes
away due to COVID-19
MADRID 

Chilean author Luis
Sepulveda, best known for
The Old Man Who Read Love

Stories, passed away on
Thursday of COVID-19 in a
hospital in the Asturias
region of Spain where he
lived for several decades. He
was 70. REUTERS

IN BRIEF

Santiago Nieva, the high
performance director of
Indian boxing, wants the
boxers to emerge stronger
from the COVID-19 crisis.

Nieva said the boxers
should develop the atti-
tude of a champion. “The
present situation teaches
us the importance of adap-
tability. Champions are
capable of adapting to new
situations. We should re-
main strong and focused.
We need to deal with it in-
stead of complaining,” Nie-
va told The Hindu.

According to him, India,
which has booked nine qu-
ota places for the Tokyo
Olympics, has an advan-
tage. “We are better o"
than many countries in Eu-
rope and America. We are
lucky to have secured a
good number of qualifying
spots. We just have to refo-
cus when we resume.”

Nieva conducted an on-
line ‘Train the trainers’
programme for the boxing
coaches on Friday.

Develop the
attitude of a
champion,
says Nieva 
Y.B. Sarangi

KOLKATA

The Union Ministry of Home
A"airs’ advisory that the
Zoom meeting platform is
not for use by Government
O$cers / o$cials for o$cial
purposes has put some lead-
ing coaches like chief na-
tional badminton coach P.
Gopi Chand in a !x.

Gopi had tied up with
well-known !tness trainer
Dinaz Vervatwala using the
Zoom app since April 1 to
conduct online training.

“Now the advisory cer-
tainly means we have to
rethink on the whole issue.
We will take a call today or
tomorrow on what to do
next in this regard,” Gopi
told The Hindu on Friday. 

Explore other options
“We will have to explore
other platforms to ensure
that we are in touch with the
players and also their daily
training schedule. We just
cannot a"ord to be out of
the radar in this regard be-
cause of the lockdown,” said
Gopi.

“Obviously, we will have
look for a platform which fa-
cilitates interactive sessions
as that is always a better op-
tion than a one-way commu-
nication app,” he said.

However, there are some
like world champion P.V.

Sindhu who didn’t join
these sessions but preferred
to stick to the regimen is-
sued by her personal trainer
M.V. Srikanth of Suchitra
Academy and monitored by
her father Ramana.

Meanwhile, the Sports
Authority of India was itself
using the app to conduct si-
milar online sessions in
some disciplines in the
evenings with emphasis on
physiology and nutrition,
said chief national rowing
coach Ismail Baig.

“We will have to wait and
see how things shape up on
this front,” he added.

Advisory puts
coaches in a !x
Use of Zoom app barred for
government o"cials

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM

HYDERABAD

P. Gopi Chand. * PTI

<> We will take a call
today or tomorrow
on what to do next
in this regard 

The Indian women’s hockey
team, currently locked down
in Bangalore, has decided to
raise funds to help the poor
a"ected by the COVID-19
pandemic. 

Beginning Friday, the
team would be launching an
18-day fun !tness challenge
to raise funds for poor and
migrant families through
crowdfunding. “Every day
we are reading in newspap-

ers and on social media
about so many people strug-
gling for food and so decided
to do something as a team. 

“We thought an online !t-
ness challenge would be the
best way to do it and through
this, we can also urge people
to adapt to an active lifestyle
during the lockdown. Our
goal is to raise enough funds
to feed at least 1000 fami-
lies,” captain Rani Rampal
said.

“A few days back when my

father said, ‘if you did not
play hockey and lift us out of
poverty, maybe we also
would have been in the same
condition as so many poor
people today,’ it broke my
heart. We know the pain of
not getting food,” she added.

The players would give a
new !tness challenge every
day and tag 10 people on
their social media handles to
take it up and donate mini-
mum %100 to the fundraiser. 

“We hope people support

us. All of us come from poor
backgrounds and have been
through struggles for food
and other basics. Today we
are in a position to help,”
vice-captain Savita added. 

Donation to NGO
The funds would be donated
to Delhi-based NGO Uday
Foundation. Rani had also
sponsored food for more
than 150 families through
Delhi Police in the initial
days of lockdown.

Women’s hockey team to raise funds for poor
Launches an 18-day fun !tness challenge to contribute through crowdfunding

Rani Rampal. * PTI 
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The concept of  Special Drawing Rights is essential for understanding the working of  International Monetary 
Fund. Some questions may be asked in various examinations testing the knowledge of  the candidate in this 
regard. 
 
Special Drawing Rights are understood basically IMF’s currency in the general economic sense. This is not 
really correct usage, but conveys the meaning. The SDR are the unit of  account in International Monetary 
Fund. The SDR play the role of  a supplementary reserve asset. 
 
The Special Drawing Rights (SDR) are basically an international reserve currency used as an asset, that was 
created by IMF in 1969 in order to supplement the existing official reserves of  member countries. The member 
nations can exchange SDRs for hard currency at the IMF. The value of  SDR is based upon a basket of  key 
international currencies including US Dollar, Euro, Yen, and Pound sterling. This basket compilation is 
reviewed in every five years to ensure that it reflects the relative importance of  currencies in world’s financial 
system. 
 
Special Drawing Rights (SDR) is a potential claim of  the IMF members to the freely usable currencies. The 
holders of  SDR are eligible to obtain the currencies in exchange for their SDRs in following two ways: 
 
through the voluntary exchange of  SDRs between member nations under their arrangements. 
The IMF designates members who have a strong external positions to purchase the SDRs from those members 
who have a weak external position. 
Before the creation, the international economic community had to face various restrictions with increasing 
amount of  world trade and the level of  financial development where gold and US dollars (which were in limited 
quantities)  were the only means of  trade and commerce. To address this issue, Special Drawing Rights were 
created by the IMF. It is popularly called as Paper Gold since they are generally used for various accounting 
purposes. 
 
The Special Drawing Rights (SDR) of  IMF are not backed by any currency or precious metal. It is only used 
among governments and the IMF for settlement of  balance of  payments. 
 
Repo Rate and Reverse Repo Rate 
Repo rate can be defined as an amount of  interest that is charged by the Reserve Bank of  India while lending 
funds to the commercial banks.  The word ‘Repo’ technically stands for ‘Repurchasing Option’ or ‘Repurchase 
Agreement’. Both the parties are required to sign an agreement of  repurchasing which will state the 
repurchasing of  the securities on a specific date at a predetermined price. The repo rate in India is controlled 
by the Reserve Bank of  India. 
 
On 4 th October 2019, the Reserve Bank of  India (RBI) revised its repo rate to 5.15% from the previous repo 
rate of  5.40% with a decrease of  25 basis points whereas, the present reverse repo rate is 4.90%. 
 
Any changes in the repo rates can directly impact the economy. A decrease in the repo rates helps in improving 
the growth and economic development of  the country. A decline in the repo rate can lead to the banks bringing 
down their lending rate which is beneficial for retail loan borrowers. 
 
Reverse Repo Rate 
 
Reverse repo rate is the rate of  interest that is provided by the Reserve bank of  India while borrowing money 
from the commercial banks. In other words, we can say that the reverse repo is the rate charged by the 
commercial banks in India to park their excess money with RBI for a short-term period. The current reverse 
repo rate in India as of  October 2019 is 4.90%. Reverse repo rate is an important instrument of  the monetary 
policy which control the money supply in the country. 
 


