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State’s mortality rate 
is 1.1%: Health Minister 
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s COVID-19
mortality rate is 1.1%,
according to Health Minister
C. Vijayabaskar. As of
Wednesday, 14 patients, who
tested positive for COVID-19,
have died in the State. 
TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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Banks to function up to 
2 p.m. till May 3 
CHENNAI

Banks across the State will
function from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. till May 3, the State
Level Bankers’ Committee
said. In areas, only select
branches may be kept open
to provide basic services. 
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Wearing face covers and
masks is now compulsory in
public places and workplac-
es, spitting in public is a pun-
ishable o!ence and selling li-
quor, gutka and tobacco is
strictly prohibited. All indus-
tries operating in rural areas
and the government’s "ag-
ship rural jobs scheme will
also be allowed to reopen
from April 20 if they follow
social distancing norms and
other safeguards against the
COVID-19 infection.

These are some of the di-
rectives in a fresh order is-
sued on Wednesday by the
Ministry of Home A!airs
(MHA) to manage the pan-
demic. The lockdown is

scheduled to end on May 3.
People violating quaran-

tine will be punished under
Section 188 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, which prescribes
six months imprisonment, if
convicted. In the case of con-
tainment zones or hotspots,
there will be a strict perime-
ter control. The State go-
vernments may impose stric-
ter measures as per
requirement in local areas,
the order issued by Union

Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla
said.

Apart from rural indus-
tries, the guidelines permit
the construction of roads, ir-
rigation projects, buildings
and industrial projects in ru-
ral areas. Construction of re-
newable energy projects will
be allowed. In urban areas,

only in situ construction
projects will be allowed if
workers are available on site.
Brick kilns in rural areas can
resume work.

Industries operating in rural
areas to reopen on April 20
Wearing masks in public places is compulsory & spitting is an o!ence, says MHA

Vijaita Singh 
Priscilla Jebaraj

New Delhi
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They were pitted against a
deadline, but 63-year-old
Yesupadam and his
daughter Priya had not
anticipated that when they
urgently brought Raja and
Rosy to the Veterinary
Hospital at Vepery in
Chennai from across the
border in Andhra Pradesh. 

Mr. Yesupadam and his
25-year-old daughter run
Bhairava Ashram, a retreat
for dogs at Rajulakandriga in
Chittoor district. They were
back in the evening after the
canine duo underwent
surgery.

Returning the same day
was crucial, as they could
have been stranded in
Chennai during the
COVID-19 Janata Curfew. But
when the 21-day lockdown

started, the two were
worried. The vets in
Chennai had scheduled the
next post-surgical visit on
March 27. Mr. Yesupadam,
referred to as Bhairava
Swami, cares for 49 canines,
mostly strays rescued with
injuries, besides abandoned
and old animals. Six-month-

old Rosy had eye swelling,
while Raja, six years old,
was in agony due to a spine
tumour. 

Mr. Yesupadam calls the
inmates ‘bhairavas’ and
feels hurt if anyone calls
them dogs. With COVID-19
cases spiking, the inter-State
border was sealed. On

March 27, Mr. Yesupadam
and Ms. Priya decided to
cross the border at
Uthukottai in Tamil Nadu.
Deputy SP (Puttur) D. Murali
Dhar ordered the Chittoor
check-post to allow the duo
with their dogs. The Tamil
Nadu police, too, were kind
to the canines. After
treatment, the group
returned to the ashram. 

But on March 31, Raja
developed puss in the
wound, while Rosy had eye
complications. The vets
advised a consultation and
Mr. Yesupadam and Ms.
Priya were back in Chennai. 

Raja’s sutures were to be
removed early in April. “The
surgeons asked us not to
risk the lockdown again. We
applied ointments and
administered drugs. Rosy,
too, is #ne,” Ms. Priya said.
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No barricades for canine patients

K. Umashanker

CHITTOOR

A father-daughter duo cross A.P.-T.N. border thrice for treatment of dogs in distress

Emergency squad: Yesupadam and Priya with Roja and Rosy at
their ashram. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Nearly one in #ve districts in
India is a hotspot, the Health
Ministry said on Wednesday,
a day that saw at least 1,036
COVID-19 infections. 

The government said it
had classi#ed every district
into a hotspot, potential hot-
spot or a green zone. Of In-
dia’s 736 districts, 170 were
‘hotspots’, de#ned as places
with at least 15 con#rmed in-
fections or where there was
an exponential rise in cases.
There were 207 ‘potential
hotspots,’ Lav Agrawal, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, said at
the daily media brie#ng.

There were 11,439 con-
#rmed cases and 377 deaths.
A total of 1,306 people have
been been discharged after
recovery.

Details of these districts
were not shared but in all of
these places —potential or
not — testing would be
ramped up to include check-
ing even those who dis-
played ‘in"uenza-like ill-
nesses’ and breathlessness.

According to reports from
the State Health Depart-
ments, the total number of
cases rose to 12,380, of
which 10,566 were active
ones. While 422 people have
died of the disease, 1,392
have recovered.

Special teams had been

set up to trace all contacts
and to conduct house-to-
house surveys. These teams
will include health sta!, lo-
cal revenue sta!, corpora-
tion sta!, Red Cross and vo-
lunteer groups who have
undergone an online train-
ing course, Mr. Agrawal
added.

He said District Magis-
trates had the authority to
declare regions as hotspots,
and a protocol would be in
place to check how a district
was performing in contain-
ing the spread of the virus.

170 districts identi"ed as
hotspots: Health Ministry
207 districts have been classi"ed as ‘potential hotspots’ 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI
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India will likely have a nor-
mal monsoon, with a
chance of ‘above normal’
rain in August and Septem-
ber, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said
on Wednesday. 

The IMD issues a two-
stage forecast: the #rst in
April, followed by a more
detailed one in the last week
of May, which will also illus-
trate how the monsoon will
spread over the country.

The IMD’s con#dence
stems largely from global
weather models pointing to
negligible chances of El Ni-
no, a warming of the central
equatorial Paci#c that’s as-
sociated with the drying up
of monsoon rain.

It has also o$cially rede-
#ned the de#nition of what
constitutes ‘normal’ rainfall
and reduced it by 1 cm to 88

cm. The June-September
rainfall accounts for 75% of
the country’s annual rain-
fall. “Quantitatively, the
monsoon seasonal rainfall is
likely to be 100% of the Long
Period Average (LPA) with a
model error of ± 5%. The
LPA of the season rainfall
over the country as a whole
for the period 1961-2010 is
88 cm,” it said.

The expectation of excess
rain comes from a forecast
by the dynamical model or
the Monsoon Mission Cou-
pled Forecast System — that
relies on supercomputers,
mathematically simulating
the physics of the ocean and
the atmosphere. According
to this forecast, there is a
“high probability (70%)” for
the rainfall to be “above nor-
mal to excess”.

India to receive normal
monsoon, forecasts IMD 
‘Above normal rain likely in Aug. & Sept.’ 

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI
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Raw deal: People waiting to receive a meal provided by a social group during the lockdown imposed in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic in Patna, Bihar, on Wednesday. * RANJEET KUMAR
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Chain reaction

U.S. President Donald
Trump has ordered a freeze
on funding for the World
Health Organization (WHO)
for “mismanaging” the co-
ronavirus crisis.

With the world battling to
get on top of the pandemic
that has killed 1,25,000 peo-
ple, Mr. Trump #red a
broadside at the WHO and
halted payments amounting
to $400 million last year.

Funding would be frozen
pending a review into the
WHO’s role in “severely mis-
managing and covering up
the spread of the coronavi-
rus,” said Mr. Trump, who
accused the Geneva-based
body of putting “political
correctness above life-sav-
ing measures”.

The outbreak could have
been contained “with very
little death” if the WHO had

accurately assessed the sit-
uation in China, where the
disease broke out late last
year, charged Mr. Trump.

Beijing hit back, saying
the move was bad for the
global #ght. “This U.S. deci-
sion will weaken WHO’s ca-
pacities and undermine the
international cooperation
against the epidemic,” said
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian.

U.S. freezes WHO funding
over coronavirus crisis
Trump alleges ‘severe mismanagement’

Agence France-Presse

Washington

Donald Trump

TRUMP UNDER FIRE " PAGE 12

Three persons, including a
doctor, were injured after
a crowd attacked a Health
Department team which
went to take samples for
COVID-19 in the Nawab-
pura area of Moradabad,
Uttar Pradesh, on Wednes-
day, the police said. The
area was declared a
hotspot after one person
passed away on April 13
allegedly because of the
virus. " page 9

Health team
attacked in U.P.

The National Human
Rights Commission has
asked the Centre to issue
an advisory to all States
and Union Territories to
implement the lockdown
without violating rights. It
urged the Centre to ensure
that public o$cials
“behave in a sensible
manner with the people,
particularly those belong-
ing to vulnerable sections,
respecting human rights
relating to their life, liberty
and dignity”. " Page 11

‘Protect rights
of vulnerable’

Kerala has the highest
COVID-19 recovery rate in
the country, with 218 out
of 387 patients so far
recovering from the
disease. Since the past
week, the State has been
registering more cases of
recovery than positive
cases. On Wednesday too,
there was just one positive
case, while the number of
patients who recovered
was seven. " Page 5

Only one fresh
case in Kerala

LATE IN MANY STATES " PAGE 8
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On Wednesday, Tamil Nadu
recorded 38 new cases of
COVID-19, taking the tally to
1,242. 

Two patients — aged 47
and 59 — died, while 37 were
discharged after treatment.

Health Minister C. Vijaya-
baskar said a postgraduate
doctor was among the 38
persons who tested positive
for COVID-19. Of the remain-
ing, 34 patients were con-
nected to the “single source
event”, while three had con-
tact history. 

The 47-year-old man was
admitted to the Government
Stanley Medical College Hos-
pital with severe acute respi-
ratory infection (SARI). His
sample was among 60 lifted
from patients hospitalised
with SARI, and returned
positive for COVID-19. He
died on Wednesday. Anoth-

er patient, a 59-year-old
man, admitted to a private
hospital, was in a critical
condition in the intensive
care unit and died at 2.45
p.m., the Minister said. With
this, the State has reported a
total of 14 deaths. 

So far, 118 patients have
been discharged from hospi-
tals, he said. Nine patients
were sick, he added. A total
of 1,876 persons were admit-
ted to isolation facilities in
hospitals. 

Nagapattinam and Tiru-

vallur districts recorded se-
ven cases each, while there
were six in Erode. Five per-
sons from Chennai, three
each in Salem and Chengal-
pattu, two in Tiruvarur, and
one each from Tenkasi,
Thanjavur, Theni, Tirunelve-
li, Vellore reported positive. 

The Minister said: “So far,
we have tested a total of
21,994 samples. We have
tested a total of 17,835 indivi-
duals. Today, we have lifted
2,739 samples for testing.”
he said. The State has got ap-
proval for one more testing
facility at PSG, Coimbatore.
With this, it now has 26 test-
ing facilities — 16 of them in
the government sector. The
Minister said that additional
manpower had been de-
ployed on three shifts at all
government testing
facilities.

38 new cases, two deaths in T.N. 
State’s tally goes up to 1,242; 118 patients discharged so far

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

A conservancy worker being
screened at a PHC in
Thoothukudi. * N. RAJESH

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2

Tamil Nadu is all set to
commence work under the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Scheme (MGNREGS) on
Thursday.

The start of work comes
four days ahead of the date
stipulated by the Central
government. All work un-
der the scheme was sus-
pended on March 25 in the
light of the lockdown on
account of COVID-19.

Anticipating the
Centre’s nod for the launch
of the work, the State Rural
Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Directorate sent
a communication on Mon-
day to District Collectors
for starting work imme-
diately. 

T.N. to kick o!
MGNREGS
work today
T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2

MSME workers 
face salary squeeze
CHENNAI

The micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) sector in
Tamil Nadu has indicated that
it may not be able to pay
salaries to workers for April
due to the lockdown. 

TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

 

E Ethics

r



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CHENNAI THE HINDU 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 20202
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

TAMIL NADU

K.V. Pratheesh’s daily
schedule starts at 4.30 a.m.
at the Valvachakostam
temple run by the Hindu
Religious and Charitable
Endowments (HR&CE)
department in
Kanniyakumari district,
where he does odd jobs. 

After work hours he will
either join social workers
who distribute food packets
to poor people who could
not work due to the
COVID-19 lockdown or join
sanitary workers cleaning
the streets. He spends his
money to prepare the food.

Mr. Pratheesh, 31, had his
spleen removed surgically
after an accident. He was in
coma for two months. But a
determined Mr. Pratheesh
did not allow his condition
to come in the way of his

social work. “Now I am
spraying bleaching power
along with the sanitation
workers. Even when Ockhi
cyclone hit the district, I
involved myself in relief

work,” Mr. Pratheesh told
The Hindu over phone.

A native of Aatruvalakam
near Thuckalay, Mr.
Pratheesh worked at
construction sites after

completing his school
education. 

“My family circumstances
did not allow me to
continue my studies. I also
participated in the
recruitment for the army
but was not selected,” he
said. 

A few years ago, he fell
from the second !oor of a
building when the
sca"olding collapsed.
“Doctors told me that the
spleen had shattered with
blood-clotting. I plunged
into coma and gained
consciousness after two
months also underwent
tracheotomy,” Mr Pratheesh
said. About the health risk,
he said the doctors in the
government hospital in
Thuckalay also warned him.
“But I have left it to God. He
will take care,” said Mr.
Pratheesh.
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Adversity is no bar for this local hero 

B. Kolappan

CHENNAI 

K.V. Pratheesh, 31, was also active during the post-Ockhi period in Kanniyakumari 

Noble service: K.V. Pratheesh distributing relief material in
Kanniyakumari district.

The Minister said that addi-
tional manpower had been
deployed on three shifts at
all government testing facili-
ties. “Each laboratory has a
capacity of 270 per day. The
capacity of private laborato-
ries is 100. Taking all 26 labs
into account, we can test up
to 5,320 persons a day using
the RT-PCR kits,” he
explained.

An order for 1.35 lakh RT-
PCR kits had been placed,
and the current stock posi-
tion was one lakh kits. In ad-
dition, the State had re-
ceived 20,000 kits from the
Indian Council of Medical
Research, he said. 

No community spread
He said that healthcare
workers were carrying out
door-to-door checks in con-
tainment zones and persons
with In!uenza Like Illness
(ILI) were also being tested.
“Persons with ILI and SARI
are testing negative for CO-
VID-19. There is no commun-
ity spread in the State,” Dr.
Vijayabaskar said. 

He added that as per data
for the last three days, the
number of samples lifted for
testing was increasing, while
the number of positive cases

was decreasing. “This statis-
tics shows that the situation
is under control but all mea-
sures will continue,” he said.

Containment measures
There were 558 containment
sectors in 34 districts where
surveillance measures were
continuing. 

“Wherever we get positive
cases, a seven-km radius is
demarcated. Here, we
screen all family members,
primary and secondary con-
tacts,” he said. He added that
the Centre was declaring dis-
tricts with more than 15 CO-
VID-19 positive cases as
hotspots.

In reply to DMK president
M.K. Stalin’s views that the
State should have taken
more precautionary mea-
sures, the Minister said that
the State prepared early and
had sanctioned funds to the
tune of #146 crore to procure
the required drugs. The
State also made a bulk pur-
chase of N95 masks, perso-
nal protective equipment
and triple layer masks after
sanctioning #204 crore.

“There is an uninterrupt-
ed supply of triple layer
masks, PPE and N95 masks
for doctors. Our daily re-
quirement of triple layer
masks is 80,000 to one lakh
but we have ensured a sup-
ply of two to three lakh triple
layer masks per day. We are
supplying 15,000 PPEs and
20,000 N95 masks every
day,” he said.

38 new cases, two deaths in T.N. 
<> Each laboratory has

a capacity of 270 per
day. The capacity of
private laboratories
is 100. We can test
up to 5,320 persons
a day using RT-PCR
kits

C. Vijayabaskar

Minister for Health 

FROM PAGE ONE 

In the last two days, muster
rolls were prepared, said an
o$cial.

Initially, only a few lakh
workers are expected to turn
up. Against the normal aver-
age number of 12 lakh work-
ers a day, two-%ve lakh per-
sons are expected to report
for work every day in the
coming days. The overall %-
gure of active workers in the
State is around 84 lakh. A to-
tal number of 27 crore per-
sondays is proposed to be
generated this year. Last
year, the %gure was around
24.85 crore.

The State government has
%xed the wage for the cur-

rent year, which began on
April 1, at #256 per day, a
hike of #27 from the previous
year. 

Apart from the directo-
rate’s circular, the Union go-
vernment has come out with
standard operating proce-
dures for the implementa-
tion of MGNREGS, to meet
the challenges arising out of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The thrust would be on
creating individual assets
that lead to “sustainable in-
crease” in income, while
maintaining norms on physi-
cal distancing. Another im-
portant feature of the
Centre’s SOP is that work

should be provided to hou-
seholds that are listed as
landless and manual casual
labour or deprived as per the
Socio-Economic and Caste
Census 2011; those belonging
to Scheduled Castes/Sche-
duled Tribes; bene%ciaries
of Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yo-
jana-Gramin (PMAY-G) and
families headed by women
and di"erently abled.

Several dos and don’ts
have been stipulated in the
directorate’s circular. Addi-
tional Collectors (Develop-
ment) or Project Directors,
District Rural Development
Agency, have been told to
ensure that lockdown condi-

tions are not violated and the
norms of physical distancing
are “scrupulously followed”.

Persons with cold, cough,
breathing problems and
mild fever are not to be en-
gaged. Senior citizens are to
be avoided. While adhering
to the norms, works such as
removal of silt from supply
channels, digging of sunken
pits and sunken ponds,
trench cutting and pitting for
massive tree plantation and
roadside plantation can be
taken up. Others include
land development activities,
pitting and planting of fruit-
bearing trees and
farmponds.

T.N. to kick o! MGNREGS work from today

The micro, small and medi-
um enterprises (MSME) sec-
tor in Tamil Nadu, which em-
ploys several lakh people,
has indicated that it may not
be able to pay salaries to its
workers for April due to the
lockdown.

Some MSMEs are evaluat-
ing their options for enforc-
ing salary cuts in the coming
months. According to em-

ployees, many %rms have
paid only 50-70% of their sal-
aries for the month of
March. “They have told us
that they will give us the re-
maining amount as and
when cash comes in from
the vendors,” said an em-
ployee of a unit at the Am-
battur Industrial Estate.

K.V. Kanakambaram, pre-
sident, Industrial Estate Ma-
nufacturers’ Association,
said several industries had
borrowed money from priv-
ate %nanciers and other
sources to pay salaries for
March, and as of now, April
looked “very tough”. “It will
take anywhere between six
months and a year for the re-

vival of our sector, as we are
all dependent on the big
companies for our survival.
The three-month moratori-
um on payment of interest
and principal will not be suf-
%cient for this sector, as all
units will face a severe li-
quidity crunch and the ma-
jority of them will be forced
to shut down,” he said.

Recently, all MSME cluster
and association heads in Ta-
mil Nadu had a video call
with State government o$-
cials, during which they in-
formed the authorities about
the challenges facing the in-
dustry. Letters seeking help
were sent to the State go-
vernment and the Centre.
Most MSMEs are hopeful
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will allow compa-
nies to resume operations
post-April 20. But if that does

not happen, they fear the sit-
uation will worsen.

R. Selvam, secretary, Thi-
rumudivakkam Industrial
Estate Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation, said the big question
was how to manage the next
three months (in terms of
%xed costs, salaries, etc.)
without having any con-
%rmed business. “We have
paid [salaries] for March in
advance, but don't know
how to manage salaries for
April. In April, we won’t be
able to pay 100% of the salar-
ies; we will try to pay some
percentage [of salaries] so
that our employees meet
their essential needs.” 

Salaries may be cut 
A.N. Rajasekaran, CEO of
Precitek Exports, said salar-
ies will be paid for two
months, but post that pe-

riod, a partial pay cut could
happen if there is no im-
provement in the situation.

R. Ramamurthy, presi-
dent of Coimbatore District
Small Industries’ Associa-
tion, said the government
should ask banks to give
loans to MSMEs to help them
pay their workers. “The In-
dustries Secretary spoke to
the associations through a vi-
deo call. We told him that
MSMEs normally have a cash
!ow enough to meet their
needs for only one or two
weeks. How can we pay our
workers when the units are
shut and there have been no
payments?” he asked.

MSMEs have also put forth
a slew of demands to the
State government and the
Centre, including deferment
of electricity bill payment on
%xed charges, employees’
salary compensation under
ESIC without any threshold
limit, boosting the public
sector’s purchases from
MSMEs and settling the lat-
ter’s dues. Manufacturers in
Guindy have requested the
government to instruct the
Reserve Bank of India and
other banks to provide %nan-
cial packages to MSMEs with
a long repayment period of
60 months and attractive in-
terest rates.

May not be able to pay salaries
to workers for April, say MSMEs 
Lockdown-hit !rms evaluating their options; many not paid full salary for March 

Sangeetha Kandavel 
M. Soundariya Preetha

CHENNAI/COIMBATORE

Hard times: How to manage next three months without any
business is the big question facing MSMEs. * FILE PHOTO

The Tata Group has con-
tributed about 40,000
PCR kits worth about #8
crore to Tamil Nadu go-
vernment to help in the
testing of COVID-19 cases
in the State. 

Chief Minister Edappa-
di K. Palaniswami thanked
the Tata Group.

Donations to CMPRF
So far, contributions to-
talling #134.63 crore have
been received from va-
rious donors by the Chief
Minister's Public Relief
Fund (CMPRF). 

Tata Group
gives PCR kits 
to State govt. 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Banks across the State will
function from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. till May 3, the State Le-
vel Bankers’ Committee said
on Wednesday.

“Depending on the availa-
bility of sta", the banks shall
run their branches with ske-
leton sta" (50% of the work-
force, on a rotational basis),”
it said in a circular.

Further, the committee
stated that in areas where a
bank had more than one
branch, and they were in
close proximity to each oth-
er, it may keep select
branches open to provide
basic banking services, after
due consultation with the
district administration.

On March 23, the banks
were advised by the authori-
ties to provide services from

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Subse-
quently, the business hours
were restored to the usual
timings of 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
in anticipation of the possi-
bility of huge crowds throng-
ing branches to withdraw
the relief amount provided
by the government under va-

rious schemes, regular pen-
sions and the like, the circu-
lar noted.

“The situation was re-
viewed. The crediting of the
relief amount to the Pradhan
Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY) account-holders
and pensions has been com-
pleted, and withdrawal is
happening gradually. The
public are completing their
transactions by around 1
p.m. as the lockdown is be-
ing strictly enforced by the
authorities. Besides, the
footfall at the branches is
lower than expected,” it
added.

Member-banks in the
State are requested to edu-
cate and encourage their
customers to make use of al-
ternative delivery channels
and opt for digital transac-
tions, the committee said.

Banks to operate between 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. till May 3 
Branches to work with skeletal sta", says panel 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

A bank sta!er dispensing
cash from a mobile ATM in
Thoothukudi on Wednesday.

* N. RAJESH

Tamil Nadu’s COVID-19
mortality rate is 1.1%, ac-
cording to Health Minister
C. Vijayabaskar. 

“Till Tuesday, the mor-
tality rate was 0.9% in the
State. With two more
deaths on Wednesday, the
mortality rate is 1.1%,” he
told reporters on Wednes-
day. As of today, 14 pa-
tients, who had tested pos-
itive for COVID-19, have
died in the State. 

He said the State had is-
sued a G.O. for clinical
management of patients,
based on WHO guidelines
laid down by the World
Health Organisation, Un-
ion Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, and advi-
sory from the AIIMS, New
Delhi. “The Union Health
Ministry has appreciated
our clinical management
approach during reviews.
It has helped in keeping
the mortality rate low,” the
Minister added. 

Mortality rate
in T.N. now at
1.1%: Minister 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

It was not fear of coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) but life in
isolation that worried Pra-
deep (name changed). But as
days passed, the stress soon
faded, thanks to hospital
sta" and before he realised
it, he was back home after
treatment. 

“I was not afraid of CO-
VID-19. But I kept thinking
about staying in isolation.
The hospital sta" made the
isolation period easy for me.
They checked me regularly
and ensured that I felt all-
right. They ensured that I got
proper food and water on
time, not to forget my cup of
tea,” he said.

A resident of a northern
State, Pradeep was working

in Chennai. On testing posi-
tive for COVID-19, he under-
went treatment at the Go-
vernment Kilpauk Medical
College (KMC) Hospital.

“There is no need for anyone
to be scared of COVID-19.
Seek medical help and get
yourself treated on time. I
started to feel better %ve

days after treatment,” he
added.

“Of course, my mobile
phone helped a lot too,” he
said in a lighter vein. “I

watched videos and movies
to escape from boredom.” 

He was discharged from
the hospital on April 10, and
continues to be in isolation
at home. “I am feeling good
now. Doctors have advised
me to stay in isolation at
home for 14 days, and follow
physical distancing,” he said. 

Like him, Surendran
(name changed), who tested
positive for COVID-19 last
month, has been discharged
after treatment. “It started
with throat pain. I expe-
rienced indigestion and had
mild fever for three days. I
grew doubtful of the symp-
toms and decided to seek
medical help. Doctors lifted
nasal and throat swabs and
the samples returned posi-
tive for COVID-19, and I was

immediately admitted to the
isolation ward of KMC,” he
recalled.

Testing positive for CO-
VID-19 was stressful, he said.
“But I took to yoga and med-
itation to overcome that
stress. The hospital provided
me with hot water for drink-
ing. The daily diet included
fruit juices,” he said.

A naturopathy practition-
er, he appreciated the hospi-
tal sta" for their care. “CO-
VID-19 is like any other
infectious disease. We need
to maintain personal hy-
giene to break the chain of
transmission. Not just perso-
nal hygiene measures but we
also need to promote our im-
mune system through a
healthy diet and lifestyle
modi%cations,” he said.

Overcoming fear and stress while in isolation 
Two discharged patients narrate their experience in hospital while receiving treatment for COVID-19 

Prevention better than cure: Maintaining social distancing is the most important step to
preventing the spread of COVID-19, as depicted by a painting in Chennai. * K. PICHUMANI 

Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

The authorities in Villupu-
ram have initiated the pro-
cess of contact tracing and
identi%ed four truck driv-
ers from North India who
had been in close contact
with the Delhi-based CO-
VID-19 positive man, who
was released by “mistake”
from a quarantine facility.
The man was traced by a
special team on Tuesday.

Health Department o$-
cials said that immediately
after the man was released
from the Villupuram Go-
vernment Hospital due to a
clerical error, he boarded a
lorry. The man was staying
with four truck drivers at
the truck terminal in Patta-
lam for the last few days. 

‘4 drivers had
contact with
Delhi man’

Special Correspondent

VILLUPURAM 

E

E

El Niño 
 
El Nino refers to the unusual warming of  the central and east-central equatorial Pacific Ocean which affects 
global weather. The warmer waters of  the Pacific Ocean cause the winds in various regions to reverse, like the 
trade winds that come towards India. 
This change of  wind direction leads to warmer winters and summers and a decrease in rainfall during the 
monsoon. Most of  the time, it also leads to drought. 
There is also an opposite of  an El Niño, called La Niña means The Little Girl in Spanish. This refers to times 
when waters of  the tropical eastern Pacific are colder than normal and trade winds blow more strongly than 
usual. 
Collectively, El Niño and La Niña are parts of  an oscillation in the ocean-atmosphere system called the El Niño-
Southern Oscillation, or ENSO cycle. 
Effects of  El Nino 
 
El Nino affects global weather. It favors eastern Pacific hurricanes and tropical storms. 
Recorded unusual rainfall in Peru, Chile, and Ecuador are linked to the climate pattern. 
El Nino reduces the upwelling of  cold water, decreasing the uplift of  nutrients from the bottom of  the ocean. 
This affects marine life and sea birds. The fishing industry is also affected. 
Drought caused by El Nino can be widespread, affecting southern Africa, India, Southeast Asia, Australia, and 
the Pacific Islands. Countries dependent on agriculture are affected. 
WHO report on the health consequences of  El Nino forecasts a rise in vector-borne diseases, including those 
spread by mosquitoes, in Central and South America. Cycles of  malaria in India are also linked to El Nino. 
Over India, the El Nino has usually been the harbinger of  drought and the La Nina of  rain.
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Timings

CHENNAI

THURSDAY, APR. 16

RISE 05:56 SET 18:22

RISE 01:32 SET 13:13

FRIDAY, APR. 17

RISE 05:56 SET 18:22

RISE 02:17 SET 14:03

SATURDAY, APR. 18

RISE 05:55 SET 18:22

RISE 02:59 SET 14:52

“I am exhausted. Many of us
here have been working dai-
ly for the past one month,
without a break,” a doctor at-
tached to a primary health
centre said.

“We are involved in con-
tainment activities. But the
masks that we have been gi-
ven are of poor quality.
While some districts have re-
ceived N95 masks, our block
has not got the supply yet.
We have had less than 10 per-
sonal protective equipment
kits for the past two weeks,”
said another doctor attached
to a mobile medical unit.

“Our village health nurses
(VHN) have no proper pro-
tective gear and are worried
as they carry out checks in
areas where positive cases
have been reported. We have
no gloves and wear only dis-
posable masks for door-to-
door checks,” a nurse noted. 

At the centre of COVID-19
prevention and control in
the State are these doctors
and sta!, attached to the Di-
rectorate of Public Health
(DPH) and Preventive Medi-
cine. But a cross-section of
them said that they were
working with inadequate sa-

fety gear on the "eld. 
Unlike the directorates of

medical education, and
medical and rural health ser-
vices, DPH has not reserved
a part of its workforce for ro-
tational duty. The former
two directorates had put
one-third and one-fourth of
their workforces, respective-
ly, directly involved in treat-
ment and care of patients
with symptoms, on one-
week self-imposed quaran-
tines to ensure that not all
healthcare providers are ex-

posed to risk, at the same
time. 

“DPH sta! are involved in
contact tracing, screening of
those under home quaran-
tine, along with regular out-
patient duty at primary
health centres. RBSK (Rash-
triya Bal Swasthya Karyak-
ram) teams and mobile med-
ical units are part of
COVID-19 prevention mea-
sures. Some of them conti-
nue to be on screening duty
at the checkposts. There is
no leave or weekly o! for

many of the cadre,” one of
the doctors on COVID-19 du-
ty said. 

In the !eld

“On Wednesday, a 30-year-
old medical o#cer who was
on routine COVID-19 duty,
including "eld visits, died of
dengue and scrub typhus.
He was on duty till Friday
and was hospitalised after he
developed fever and loose
stools. This is the sad reality.
All we are asking is for post-
ing on rotation basis and a

quarantine period for us,”
another PHC doctor said.

Another doctor said that
village health nurses and an-
ganwadi workers were visit-
ing individual houses to
check on symptoms, while
doctors organised medical
camps in the locality. “This
is a containment zone cover-
ing a seven-kilometre radius
from the house of a COVID-19
patient. A majority of us do
not have appropriate safety
gear. We do not know if a
person being screened is al-
ready infected. Some of us
have purchased N95 masks
on our own. The govern-
ment is saying adequate
masks and PPEs are availa-
ble, but why has it not
reached those in the "eld,”
he asked.

Another doctor, part of
the containment plan, said
PPEs were provided only
when they visited contacts of
the single-source event. A vil-
lage health nurse said: “After
"eld-level activities, we re-
turn home, and our families
are extremely worried.” 

O#cials of the Health De-
partment said that they were
not posting sta! on continu-
ous duty and were ensuring
that PPEs were provided.

They battle a virus with little protection
DPH sta! do not get the bene"t of rotational duty and toil away with inadequate safety gear

Serena Josephine M.

Chennai

Sad reality: Despite being at the centre of the State’s COVID-19 prevention strategy, DPH sta!
say adequate masks and PPEs have not reached those in the "eld. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ 

The Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration on Wednesday an-
nounced that a "ne of $100
would be levied on those
stepping out without wear-
ing masks. This was part of
its measures to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. 

The Corporation said that
it would strictly enforce the
usage of face masks by peo-
ple to avoid the spread of
the disease. 

The Corporation has in-
voked the provisions under
Section 2 of the Epidemic

Diseases Act, 1897, to make
wearing of masks
mandatory.

In an o#cial release, the
Corporation said that any
person disobeying the di-
rection would be deemed to
have committed an o!ence. 

Police personnel will
seize the violator’s vehicle
and suspend their driving li-
cense for a period of six
months as well. 

The penalty would apply
to pedestrians for stepping
out without wearing masks
as well, the press release ad-
ded. 

Vehicles to be seized, licence suspended 

Staff Reporter

CHENNAI

Novel message: Volunteers use puppets to create awareness
on wearing masks, in Villivakkam on Wednesday. * R. RAGU 

#100 penalty for 
not wearing masks 

8 booked for !ying kites 
CHENNAI

The police booked eight
persons in Saidapet and
Kumaran Nagar for flying
kites. They were released on
bail. “They were homemade,
but flying of kites has been
banned, following incidents
of manja slitting people’s
necks,” said a police officer.

IN BRIEF

CoP extends curbs 
CHENNAI

Police Commissioner A.K.
Viswanathan on Wednesday
extended prohibitory orders,
issued under Section 144 of
the CrPC, till April 30,
following directions from the
State government. “The order
has been passed for
preserving public peace and
safety,” he said.

Abandoned child rescued
CHENNAI

Police personnel in Shastri
Nagar rescued an abandoned
child from beneath a car in
Besant Nagar and handed the
baby over to the District Child
Welfare Committee. Shastri
Nagar police are scrutinising
CCTV camera footage from
the area to identify the child’s
parents. 

The Madhavaram horticul-
ture farm has been witness-
ing a steady increase in or-
ders for vegetables and fruit
packs, through the depart-
ment’s online platform, over
the past few days. Nearly
one-third of the city’s orders
are supplied from Madhava-
ram. 

The Tamil Nadu Horticul-

ture Development Agency
(TANHODA), a special-pur-
pose vehicle of the Horticul-
ture Department, launched
the service earlier this
month through
ethottam.com to deliver es-
sentials at residents’ door-
steps during the lockdown. 

On an average, about
1,000 assorted combo packs
are distributed from Madhav-
aram horticulture farm,

Semmozhi Poonga and Guin-
dy. Of this, nearly 400-500
bags are packed and distri-
buted from Madhavaram. 

O#cials of the Horticul-
ture Department said that
while up to 15 kinds of assort-
ed items in the vegetable
combo cost $300, "ve to six
varieties of fruits in the com-
bo cost $500. 

Most produce is sourced
directly from farmers across

Tamil Nadu. Nearly 15 tonnes
of vegetables and fruits have
been procured from farmers
so far. A few items such as
potatoes and oranges, which
are not locally grown, are
procured from the open mar-
ket to cater to demand. 

“We have distributed
nearly 7,000 bags so far in
the city, despite challenges
due to the lockdown. Once
the order is placed online,

we deliver it within 48 hours.
About 60 vehicles are en-
gaged in the door delivery of
essentials,” said an o#cial. 

Moreover, TANHODA’s
mobile retail outlets are also
stationed in several areas. 

With growing awareness
about the products, the De-
partment plans to o!er spic-
es, co!ee, tea and chocolates
through its online platform,
soon, the o#cial added. 

Veggie, fruit scarcity sees Madhavaram horticulture farm gaining traction
Horticulture Department’s ethottam service provides doorstep delivery during lockdown

K. Lakshmi

CHENNAI

Vegetable and fruit combo packs ready for delivery at the
Madhavaram horticulture farm. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Reiterating that arrange-
ments have been made to
deliver vegetables and
fruits at residents’ door-
steps, the Koyambedu Mar-
ket Committee on Wednes-
day said that individuals
need not to visit the market
to buy produce. 

Chennai residents can
now order and receive ve-
getables and fruits, being
sold at the Koyambedu
market, at their doorsteps,
through delivery services
apps such as Swiggy, Zoma-
to and Dunzo. 

Vegetables and fruits are
being delivered after re-
ceiving orders for combo
packs through the CMDA’s
website,
www.cmdachennai.gov.in.

‘Don’t throng
Koyambedu
market’
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

Several intersections in the
city are now sporting paint-
ings to create awareness on
the COVID-19 pandemic,
among motorists and pedes-
trians. 

A senior police o#cer
said, “The paintings create
an impact on passersby and
motorists. They cannot ig-
nore them when they pass
the area. It is part of our ef-
fort to make people adhere
to prohibitory orders and

physical distancing norms.” 
Local artists have been

engaged for art works on
roads in Teynampet, Alwar-
pet, Egmore, Ashok Nagar,
Villivakkam, Anna Nagar,
Ambattur, Koyamebdu and
Periamet.

M. Vadivel, an artist, said,
“We decided to make paint-
ings to create awareness and
make people understand
the consequences of loiter-
ing outside. Police stations
are helping us and sponsor-
ing supplies like paint.” 

Intersections turn 
awareness hubs 

Staff Reporter

CHENNAI

An artist giving "nal touches to a painting on Anna Salai, in
Teynampet on Wednesday. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ

The Tiruvallur Superintendent
of Police has initiated a depart-
mental inquiry against a police
inspector who stopped a man,
who was on his way to sell agri-
cultural produce.

Karthik from Thamaraipak-
kam is an electrician. Since he
was not able to earn a living dur-
ing the lockdown, he had start-
ed selling vegetables and fruits.

On Tuesday, he was on his
way to sell vegetables when he
was stopped by an inspector. “At
this juncture, the o#cer got in-
formation about overcrowding
in a bank and left. The sub-in-
spector did not know whether to
let Karthik go,” said an o#cer.

Karthik was made to wait for
close to two hours. Later, when

he spotted the vehicle of a Depu-
ty Superintendent of Police
coming his way, he decided to
vent his anger and threw all the
vegetables on the road. The vi-
deo went viral on social media.

The issue was brought to the
notice of P. Aravindan, SP, Tiru-
vallur. “I went to Karthik’s house
and compensated him for his
loss. I also gave him some groc-
eries and books for him to read.
There is a fault on the side of the
police, hence I have initiated de-
partmental action,” he said.

Meanwhile, farmers in Tiru-
vallur district said that they are
often stopped by policemen,
when they are on their way to
sell produce. “We have to then
call the Collector’s or the SP’s of-
"ce for intervention,” said a
farmer from Poondi.

Tiruvallur SP initiates 
action against inspector 
Man stopped on his way to sell vegetables 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Varsity donates "2.8 lakh 
CHENNAI

Staff of the Tamil Nadu Dr.
Ambedkar Law University
have contributed a day’s
salary from March and April
to relief funds. The registrar
said #1,04,471 and #1,81,592
were respectively handed
over to the PM’s National
Relief Fund and the T.N. Chief
Minister’s Public Relief Fund. 

Don’t demand fees: AICTE
CHENNAI

The All India Council for
Technical Education has
warned institutions against
demanding fees, including
admission fee, during the
lockdown. Institutions have
been told to desist from
demanding any payment. The
council will issue further
guidelines in due course. 

Worldwide, MSMEs have been accepted as the engine of  economic 
growth and for promoting equitable development. 
They constitute over 90% of  total enterprises in most of  the 
economies and are credited with generating the highest rates of  
employment growth. 
With low investment requirements, operational flexibility and the 
capacity to develop appropriate indigenous technology, SMEs have 
the power to propel India to new heights. 
Hence, it seems like there is a silent revolution happening in India 
powered by MSMEs. 
Importance of  MSMEs for Indian Economy 
 
Employment: It is the second largest employment generating sector 
after agriculture. It provides employment to around 120 million 
persons in India. 
Contribution to GDP: With around 36.1 million units throughout the 
geographical expanse of  the country, MSMEs contribute around 
6.11% of  the manufacturing GDP and 24.63% of  the GDP from 
service activities. 
MSME ministry has set a target to up its contribution to GDP to 50% 
by 2025 as India becomes a $5 trillion economy. 
Exports: It contributes around 45% of  the overall exports from 
India. 
Inclusive growth: MSMEs promote inclusive growth by providing 
employment opportunities in rural areas especially to people 
belonging to weaker sections of  the society.  
For example: Khadi and Village industries require low per capita 
investment and employs a large number of  women in rural areas. 
Financial inclusion: Small industries and retail businesses in tier-II 
and tier-III cities create opportunities for people to use banking 
services and products. 
Promote innovation: It provides opportunity for budding 
entrepreneurs to build creative products boosting business 
competition and fuels growth. 
Thus, Indian MSME sector is the backbone of  the national economic 
structure and acts as a bulwark for Indian economy, providing 
resilience to ward off  global economic shocks and adversities.
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Collector warns 
private hospitals
VELLORE

Vellore District Collector A.
Shanmuga Sundaram has
warned private clinics and
hospitals against treating
patients with COVID-19
symptoms and said their
licences would be cancelled if
they flouted the rules.
The announcement came in
the wake of a 52-year old
woman from Konavattam
getting treated in a private
hospital before being sifted
to Christian Medical College
Hospital on Tuesday. 

IN BRIEF

VIT e-learning portal
offers more courses 
VELLORE

VIT Online Learning (VITOL)
Institute, Vellore, has started
offering more courses
through its e-learning portal
www.vitol.ac.in to help
students during the lockdown
period. Chancellor of Vellore
Institute of Technology (VIT)
G. Viswanathan said the
institute was inaugurated in
August and the courses were
being offered from January.

‘Centre should provide
assistance to U.T.’
PUDUCHERRY

Opposition leader and
founder president of All India
N R Congress N. Rangasamy
on Wednesday requested the
Prime Minister to provide
financial assistance to the
Union Territory to help tide
over the financial difficulty
faced by the government.
The Union Territory was
already passing through
difficult times since the
lockdown was imposed, he
said in a statement.

SBI donates !25 lakh to
CMC towards COVID-19
VELLORE 

The State Bank of India has
donated !25 lakh to Christian
Medical College Hospital
towards combating COVID-19.
SBI Regional Manager S.
Sedhumurgadurai and Chief
Manager, SME Vellore, K.
Mohanaprakash handed over
cheque to J.V. Peter, Director,
CMC Vellore Association on
Wednesday.

Methanol tragedy toll
rises to three 
CUDDALORE

The death toll in the
Cuddalore methanol tragedy
rose to three with two more
persons undergoing
treatment in hospitals
succumbing on Wednesday.
While Mayakrishnan, 45, of
Alapakkam died at the
Cuddalore Government
General Hospital, Sundarraj,
42, of Anayampettai died in
Jawaharlal Institute of
Postgraduate Medical
Education and Research
(Jipmer) in Puducherry on
Wednesday.

DMK president M.K. Stalin
on Wednesday accused
Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami of “taking ad-
vantage of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and playing politics”
when innumerable people
were a!ected by the
coronavirus.

In a statement in Chennai,
he alleged that the lockdown
rules had been imposed on
others while the ruling par-
tymen had been granted ex-
emption. 

“It is against democracy
that the Chief Minister is mis-
using power and functioning
in a partial manner. He does
not have the mind to involve
everyone to carry out relief

works. It is sad that Tamil Na-
du has a Chief Minister who
lacks empathy,” he said.

Mr. Stalin charged that the
Chief Minister who held
meetings with his Ministers,
o"cials and religious leaders

denied permission to the all-
party meeting planned by
the DMK even though “we
promised” to follow all the
precautionary measures. “It
is a dirty and uncivilised pol-
itics,” he said.

The DMK leader alleged
that even at a time of pan-
demic the Chief Minister was
promoting himself and the
ruling party and in the pro-
cess converted the govern-
ment as a political organ.
“But democracy is strong
and powerful. It will teach an
appropriate lesson at the ap-
propriate time,” he said.

Reiterating that the DMK
had faced repressive mea-
sures, Mr. Stalin called upon
his partymen to continue re-
lief works.

CM playing politics, alleges Stalin 
Charges Palaniswami with taking advantage of COVID-19 pandemic 

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI 

M.K.Stalin

The year 2020 has started
on a very challenging
note for all of us. The

world woke up to a new in-
fection, COVID-19 caused by
the SARS-CoV-2 virus. The vi-
rus was so named as it is al-
most similar to the SARS vi-
rus and like it, is an RNA
virus belonging to the family
of Corona viruses. The virus
though milder than the SARS
virus is easier to transmit.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
and the State health authori-
ties have issued noti#cations
and guidelines for testing
strategies that every testing
laboratory and treating hos-
pital need to abide by.

Who can get tested:
ICMR modi#ed testing strate-
gy issued on 9th April.

Tests can be done for:
! All symptomatic indivi-
duals who have undertaken
international travel from the
6th of March
! All symptomatic contacts
of laboratory con#rmed
cases.
! All symptomatic health-
care workers.
! All hospitalised patients
with Severe Acute Respirato-
ry Illness (fever and cough
and/or shortness of breath)
! Asymptomatic direct and
high-risk contacts of a con-
#rmed case should be tested
once between day 5 and day
14 of coming in his/her
contact.
! In hotspots/clusters or
large gatherings/evacuees
centres, anyone with In-
$uenza like illness (ILI) ie fev-
er, cough, sore throat and
runny nose

a) Within 7 days of starting
symptoms need an rRT-PCR

(Real time Reverse Tran-
scriptase - Polymerase Chain
Reaction) test

b) After seven days - need
an Antibody test and if this
negative, an rRT-PCR test to
con#rm status.

How does the process
work?

Any person who #ts into
these categories, needs to
have a prescription from a
medical doctor, signed by
the doctor, with the doctor’s
registration number and
contact details (telephone
and email ID). These are
mandatory.

In addition, the patient
must carry a copy of his/her
Aadhar card when they
come in for testing.

Once the patient arrives
for testing, the test requisi-
tion form prepared by ICMR,
needs to be #lled.

The ambulant patient is
then escorted to a dedicated
area meant for collection of
the Nasopharyngeal or Oro-
pharyngeal swab samples.
The swabs are collected by
trained technologists who
are protected with full Perso-
nal Protection Equipment
(PPE). This process takes
about 10 minutes and the en-

tire stay in the lab takes
about 20 minutes.

The collected swabs are
immediately placed in bot-
tles containing Viral Tran-
sport Medium, securely
closed and labelled. They are
packed in multiple layers
and then transported to the
lab at the earliest, at a tem-
perature of 2-8 degrees C for
further processing.

In very ill, hospitalised pa-
tients, other samples such as
endo-tracheal aspirate or
Broncho-alveolar lavage can
be collected.

The test that can detect
COVID-19 infections at the
earliest, is the rRT-PCR. The
SARS-CoV-2 virus being an
RNA virus, initially it is ex-
tracted from the sample. It is
then converted into comple-
mentary DNA (cDNA) using
the enzyme reverse tran-
scriptase (hence the name).
This cDNA is then ampli#ed
using the PCR. By this ampli-
#cation, even minuscule
quantities of RNA in the ori-
ginal sample can be identi-
#ed and a sample can be
classi#ed as either positive
or negative.

On an average, a batch of
about 50-60 samples takes 8-
10 hours from the start of
processing to completion.
Reports are usually ready the
following day as the tests are
run in batches and in case a
report needs to be con-
#rmed it will need an addi-
tional day.

Rapid antibody screening
tests will also be available
soon, but need to be used
judiciously and interpreted
with caution. They are ideal
for assessing the prevalence
of infection in a population
at a later date.

Testing strategies for the virus

The Madras High Court on Wed-
nesday granted time till Thursday
for the State government to #le its
counter a"davit to a public inter-
est litigation petition #led by the
DMK challenging the restrictions
imposed on distribution of relief
material to those a!ected by the
nationwide COVID-19 lockdown.

Justices R. Subbiah and R. Pon-
giappan heard preliminary argu-
ments advanced by senior coun-
sel P. Wilson, representing the
DMK, and permitted Advocate-
General (A-G) Vijay Narayan to

#le a counter a"davit before tak-
ing a call on the issue. The judges
asked the DMK to spell out how it
had planned to avoid gathering of
crowd during relief distribution.

Mr. Wilson alleged that starva-
tion deaths had begun in the
State with reports of one person
dying for want of food. Accusing
the government of not taking any
steps to address the issue, he
wondered why there should not
be restriction when markets and
ration shops were open.

Making it clear that the DMK
had no objection to informing lo-
cal police stations before carry-
ing out the distribution work, he
said its objection was only to in-
sistence on obtaining permission
from government o"cials. “We
will certainly intimate but there is

no need to get their permission.
It is nothing but bureaucratic red-
tapism,” he said. 

The A-G told the court that the
government had not banned vo-

lunteers from distributing relief
material. All that had been insisted
upon was for them to work in tan-
dem with the designated govern-
ment o"cials to ensure that phys-
ical distancing and other protocols
were followed. He feared spread of
the disease if the norms were not
adhered to.

Vaiko’s petition
Although MDMK leader Vaiko too
had #led a similar petition, he was
not present in the court when the
case was called out. Additional Ad-
vocate-General S.R. Rajagopal in-
formed the judges that it was con-
nected to the case #led by the
DMK. Hence, the judges ad-
journed it to Thursday to be heard
along with many other related cas-
es.

Government gets time to counter DMK’s appeal 
Oppn. party had
challenged curbs 
on relief work
mohamed imranullah s.

CHENNAI

Two persons were hacked to death by an 11-
member gang when they went to water
crops at Kuttiyadu near Thiruvadhigai in
Panruti late on Tuesday. The deceased were
identi#ed as M. Balaji, 23, and R. Manikan-
dan, 26, of Thiruvadhigai.

Two hacked to death 
in Panruti 
Special Correspondent

Cuddalore

A woman o"ce assistant
attached to a Judicial Magistrate
Court at Sankarankovil in
Tenkasi district has tested
positive for COVID-19. All those
who had come in contact with
her, including the magistrate,
have been quarantined and
tested.

Court sta! tests
positive in Tenkasi

Legal correspondent

CHENNAI
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DMK president M.K. Stalin
on Tuesday said the all-par-
ty meeting slated for April
15 to discuss and evaluate
the relief measures taken by
the government during the
COVID-19 lockdown would
be done through videocon-
ferencing on April 16. 

“Even though we gave an
undertaking that adequate
distance would be main-
tained in the meeting, the
government had used the
police to issue notice for de-
nial of permission,” Mr. Sta-
lin said. 

All-party meet
to be held today
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 
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The State government on
Wednesday asserted that
there were no political con-
siderations behind its deci-
sion to extend the lockdown.

Asked whether the deci-
sion was taken to ensure that
the DMK could be prevented
from going ahead with its
original decision of holding
a meeting of various parties
on Wednesday to discuss the
fallout, D. Jayakumar, Fish-
eries Minister, and regarded
as the Cabinet’s spokesper-
son, termed it as “false” and
said the move was “purely
based on administrative
grounds.” 

Even though the Cabinet,
at its meeting on Saturday,
decided to wait till Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s an-
nouncement [which he did

on Tuesday], it was felt that
“reasonable time” should be
given to people before the
extension. This was why
Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Monday ex-
tended the lockdown, the
Minister claimed, adding
that the Chief Minister, in his
meeting with the Prime Mi-
nister and other Chief Minis-
ters through video-confe-
rencing last week, had called
for the extension by two
weeks. 

After the Chennai police
denied the permission to
have the event, the DMK has
planned to have its meeting
on Thursday through video-
conferencing. 

Not a political move: Minister
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

D. Jayakumar

The Prohibition Enforce-
ment Wing (PEW) of the
Cuddalore district police
have employed a drone to
keep tabs on tipplers who
have been sourcing alcohol
illegally during the current
lockdown.

“We have employed a
drone to keep an eye on
Chavadi, Marundhadu,
Alagiyanatham, Comman-
danmedu and Vaanpak-
kam located close to the
border with Puducherry,”
an o"cial said. 

Drone to keep
tabs on illegal
liquor sales 
S. Prasad

Cuddalore

The scheme was introduced as a social measure that guarantees “the right to work”. The key tenet of  this 
social measure and labour law is that the local government will have to legally provide at least 100 days of  
wage employment in rural India to enhance their quality of  life. 
 
Key objectives: 
 
Generation of  paid rural employment of  not less than 100 days for each worker who volunteers for 
unskilled labour. 
Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening livelihood base of  rural poor. 
Creation of  durable assets in rural areas such as wells, ponds, roads and canals. 
Reduce urban migration from rural areas. 
Create rural infrastructure by using untapped rural labour. 
The following are the eligibility criteria for receiving the benefits under MGNREGA scheme: 
 
Must be Citizen of  India to seek NREGA benefits. 
Job seeker has completed 18 years of  age at the time of  application. 
The applicant must be part of  a local household (i.e. application must be made with local Gram 
Panchayat). 
Applicant must volunteer for unskilled labour. 
Key facts related to the scheme: 
 
The Ministry of  Rural Development (MRD), Govt of  India is monitoring the entire implementation of  
this scheme in association with state governments. 
Individual beneficiary oriented works can be taken up on the cards of  Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, small or marginal farmers or beneficiaries of  land reforms or beneficiaries under the Indira 
Awaas Yojana of  the Government of  India. 
Within 15 days of  submitting the application or from the day work is demanded, wage employment will 
be provided to the applicant. 
Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided within fifteen days of  
submitting the application or from the date when work is sought. 
Social Audit of  MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and transparency. 
The Gram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands. 
It is the Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves the shelf  of  works under MGNREGA and 
fix their priority. 
Role of  Gram Sabha: 
 
It determines the order of  priority of  works in the meetings of  the Gram Sabha keeping in view potential 
of  the local area, its needs, local resources. 
Monitor the execution of  works within the GP. 
Roles of  Gram Panchayat: 
 
Receiving applications for registration 
Verifying registration applications 
Registering households 
Issuing Job Cards (JCs) 
Receiving applications for work 
Issuing dated receipts for these applications for work 
Allotting work within fifteen days of  submitting the application or from the date when work is sought in 
the case of  an advance application. 
Identification and planning of  works, developing shelf  of  projects including determination of  the order 
of  their priority. 
Responsibilities of  State Government in MGNREGA: 
 
Frame Rules on matters pertaining to State responsibilities under Section 32 of  the Act ii) Develop and 
notify the Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme for the State. 
Set up the State Employment Guarantee Council (SEGC). 
Set up a State level MGNREGA implementation agency/ mission with adequate number of  high calibre 
professionals. 
Set up a State level MGNREGA social audit agency/directorate with adequate number of  people with 
knowledge on MGNREGA processes and demonstrated commitment to social audit. 
Establish and operate a State Employment Guarantee Fund (SEGF).



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

SOUTH
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU CHENNAI

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2020 5
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Thursday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning, hail and squall very likely at isolated places over Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and West
Bengal and Sikkim.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....34.7....24.8 Kozhikode....................—....37.0....28.2
Ahmedabad...........—....41.4....28.4 Kurnool .......................—....34.6....26.4
Aizawl...................—....28.9........ — Lucknow......................—....37.1....24.3
Allahabad..............—....42.9....27.0 Madurai .......................—....38.7....26.7
Bengaluru .............—....34.6....20.8 Mangaluru ...................—....36.6....27.5
Bhopal ..................—....39.8....24.6 Mumbai .......................—....33.7....25.6
Bhubaneswar.........—....41.2....26.5 Mysuru ........................—....35.1....23.3
Chandigarh ...........—....37.4....24.7 New Delhi ...................—....40.6....24.8
Chennai ................—....35.1....25.2 Patna ....................... 0.2....33.4....23.3
Coimbatore ...........—....37.6....24.8 Port Blair.....................—....32.3....27.2
Dehradun ........... 0.1....35.1....20.6 Puducherry ..................—....34.4....25.0
Gangtok................—....18.2....14.4 Pune............................—....40.0....24.3
Goa.......................—....34.4....27.5 Raipur .........................—....40.0....25.0
Guwahati ..............—....34.2....22.5 Ranchi .........................—....37.6....22.7
Hubballi ................—....36.0....22.0 Shillong.......................—....24.3........ —
Hyderabad ............—....38.7....23.8 Shimla.........................—....28.8....19.3
Imphal ..................—....33.1....16.6 Srinagar.................... 1.8....18.6......9.3
Jaipur ...................—....39.9......2.9 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.8....27.4
Kochi ................. 0.2....33.2....25.6 Tiruchi.........................—....38.1....26.4
Kohima .................—....24.2....13.2 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata .................—....36.5....26.7 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.2....27.2

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
6.00 p.m., Jind, Haryana
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
282 indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Damoh, Madhya
Pradesh recorded a healthy
AQI score of 32.

Ahmedabad..... 37 .22 .17 ....43 ...65 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 05 .08 .43 ....82 .....— ....*
Chennai .......... 12 .02 .37 ....15 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. 30 .41 .19 ..217 .247 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 06 .30 .33 ....79 .....— ....*
Kolkata........... 05 .06 .17 ....37 ...51 ....*
Lucknow ......... 03 .45 .58 ..176 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 07 .04 105 ....43 ...60 ....*
Pune............... 33 .12 .53 ....43 ...40 ....*
Visakhapatnam 07 .39 .06 ....34 ...62 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

For !rst time, Thrissur
Pooram is cancelled
THRISSUR 

For the first time since its
inception, Thrissur Pooram,
which had the pride of place
in Kerala’s festival calendar,
has been cancelled. A
ministerial-level meeting
here on Wednesday, attended
by representatives of all
participating temples,
unanimously decided to
cancel the festival in the
wake of the restrictions
imposed to check the spread
of COVID-19. The pooram was
scheduled for May 2. The
festival used to witness
participation of up to 90
caparisoned elephants for
various events. 

IN BRIEF

Priest among seven held
for conducting mass
KOCHI 

The police arrested seven
persons, including a priest,
who participated in a mass
held at Stella Maris Church on
Willingdon Island in Kochi on
Wednesday. They were
charged under Section 188
(disobedience to order duly
promulgated by public
servant) of the Indian Penal
Code and relevant provisions
of the Kerala Epidemic
Diseases Ordinance, 2020.
The arrested were later
released on bail. Last week,
the police arrested 13
persons, including priests, for
holding mass in two different
churches.

Telangana man held for
spreading rumour
CHITTOOR

The Andhra Pradesh police
have arrested a man from
Siddipet in Telangana for
spreading rumours against Sri
Varasiddhi Vinayaka Swami
Temple devasthanam at
Kanipakam, near Chittoor. 
M. Vishnuvardhan Reddy used
social media platforms to
spread the rumour that the
devasthanam had been
converted into a COVID-19
quarantine facility to
accommodate a section of
minorities. He accused the
temple authorities of hurting
the sentiments of the
devotees, the police said. 

Two COVID-19 deaths in Kar-
nataka and a modest num-
ber of cases reported in the
southern States stood in
contrast to an improved sit-
uation in Kerala on Wednes-
day. 

The pandemic gave And-
hra Pradesh more worry as
23 new cases were reported
on Wednesday, taking the to-
tal to 525 including 491 ac-
tive cases. The death toll was
14, a bulletin from the Health
Department said.

With 122 cases, Guntur
district was at the top fol-
lowed by Kurnool with 110.
Nine districts had less than
60 cases while Srikakulam
and Vizianagaram had no
case.

Of the 23 new ones, 13
were from Kurnool, four
from Guntur, three from Ka-
dapa, two from Nellore and
one in Anantapur.

Nellore district had 58
cases, Krishna 45, Prakasam
42, Kadapa 36, West Godava-
ri 31, Chittoor 23, Anantapur
21, Visakhapatnam 20 and
East Godavari 17. Twenty
persons have been dis-
charged and 491 are under
treatment.

In Telangana the total
stood at 650, of which 514
were active, 118 had been
discharged and the death
toll was 18.

Kerala improves
Kerala highlighted its high
recovery rate, with 218 out of
387 patients so far recover-
ing from the disease. The
State was progressing with
COVID-19 testing and would
expand facilities further,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan told the media.

In one week, the State had
registered more cases of re-
covery than new positives.
On Wednesday too, there
was just one case of CO-
VID-19, while the number of

recoveries were seven. 
The lone positive case

was from Kannur, a contact
of an imported case. So far,
the State has reported 387
cases, of which 167 were un-
der treatment. 

The number of cases re-
ported by districts were: Ala-
puzha (5), Ernakulam (21),
Idukki (10), Kannur (80),
Kasaragod (167), Kollam (9),
Kottayam (3), Kozhikode
(16), Malappuram (21), Palak-
kad (8), Pathanamthitta (17),
Thiruvananthapuram (14),
Thrissur (13) and Wayanad
(3).

Kerala had tested 16,475
persons of whom, 16,002
were negative.

Mr. Vijayan reiterated that
easing restrictions of lock-
down and relaxing the vigil
could lead to a spurt in cases
and that one had to guard
against that. 

He said people were ille-
gally crossing into the State
on trains coming for signal
maintenance. Three such
Railway employees were put
in quarantine. 

He pointed out that solid
waste management was
again becoming a patchy af-
fair during the pandemic.

The government had
made special arrangements
at 21 places in the districts
for cancer follow-up careto
avoid the hassle of travel.

Fatal Karnataka cases
Two more COVID-19 deaths
were reported in Karnataka
on the third consecutive day
on Wednesday, taking the
toll to 12. 

A 65-year-old male pa-
tient, from Chikkaballapur,
who was referred from a
private hospital in Bengalu-
ru to Victoria Hospital died
early on Wednesday, while
an 80-year-old female pa-
tient, of Hirebagewadi in Be-
lagavi, died in hospital there.
The former had tested posi-
tive for H1N1 and had Chron-
ic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease and sleep apnea.
Wednesday also saw 19 new
cases, the highest so far on a
single day, taking the total
number of cases to 279. 

COVID-19: Kerala could
be on path to recovery
A.P. gets more cases, Karnataka records two deaths

Special Correspondent

Vijayawada/Hyderabad/
Bengaluru/
Thiruvanathapuram/Chennai

The Chief Ministers of And-
hra Pradesh, Telangana, Kar-
nataka and Kerala on Wed-
nesday announced measures
to contain the spread of CO-
VID-19 and provide relief to
people in view of the
Centre’s fresh directives on
extension of lockdown.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy asked the o!cials to con-
duct tests on 32,000 people
who had been identi"ed in
the recent door-to-door sur-
vey. 

The State government has
decided to double the CO-
VID-19 testing capacity to
4,000 per day. As of now,
more than 2,100 tests are be-
ing conducted per day. To in-
crease the capacity, TrueNat
TB testing equipment will be
used.

Seeking details of the facil-
ities at the quarantine
centres, he directed the o!-

cials to provide #2,000 as "-
nancial assistance to the
poor being discharged from
them.

“Also, circulate the Stan-
dard Operating Procedure
(SOP) to be followed at the
quarantine centres and en-
sure that medical safety
equipment is supplied to the
frontline workers and emer-
gency sta$,” the Chief Minis-
ter said.

The o!cials told Mr. Red-
dy that #500 was being spent
on every person for their
food, bed and blanket, #50
for sanitation, and #300 on
transportation. 

In Hyderabad, Telangana
Chief Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao announced that
the State government is pre-
pared to conduct COVID-19
tests for any number of peo-
ple and extend treatment to
the a$ected persons.

“So far, 259 containment
zones were created in the
State based on the number of
people a$ected by the coro-

navirus and were being mon-
itored strictly. Serious e$orts
are being made to prevent
the spread of COVID-19. An
adequate number of test kits
are ready to conduct tests for
any number of people to
con"rm positive cases,” he
said.

Mr. Rao also made it clear
that the lockdown would
continue in the State in ac-
cordance with the guidelines
issued by the Union govern-
ment. 

He said the government
has taken many steps to en-
sure that no one su$ered
from hunger during the lock-
down period. Cash incen-
tives have been announced
to those who deserved it.

The goverment has credit-
ed #1,500 into the account of
every poor household while
a scheme taken up to distri-
bute 12 kg of rice to each

member was almost
complete.

In Bengaluru, Karnataka
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu-
rappa discussed with his Ca-
binet colleagues issues relat-
ed to management of supply
chain in the farm sector, pro-
blems faced by farmers, ru-
ral daily wagers and mi-
grants during the second
phase of the lockdown.

Mr. Yediyurappa has con-
stituted three ministerial
teams for speedy contain-
ment of COVID-19 to help the
people a$ected by the dis-
ease, and ensure continua-
tion of essential services.

‘Central aid needed’
In Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan said that Cabinet
would on Thursday consider
various options to ease the
COVID-19 lockdown restric-
tions in low-risk localities in
a staggered manner.

Mr. Vijayan expressed
concern that the Centre had

not announced its relief
package for States. “Let us
hope it is in the o!ng”, he
said.

The threat of the epidemic
persisted. The State could
not a$ord the virulence to
outpace its health infrastruc-
ture, he said. The crucial pe-
riod till April 20 required en-
hanced vigilance and the
rigorous imposition of social
distancing norms. Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi had
%agged this in his address to
the nation, he pointed out.

After April 20, the State
would have more latitude in
modifying its lockdown mea-
sures. However, the govern-
ment would not allow public
transport, gatherings of
more than two people, reli-
gious and social or sporting
events. 

The clampdown on inter-
State and inter-district travel
would continue. The govern-
ment has already exempted
farm and plantation workers
from the shutdown. 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana to go for massive testing 
Karnataka to help farm workers and migrants; Kerala mulls options to go easy on low-risk localities

special correspondent

Vijayawada/Hyderabad/
Bengaluru/
Thiruvananthapuram 

Journey interrupted: A driver from U.P. is staying in his truck near Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu since March 21 due to the
lockdown. He had unloaded some vehicles in Chengalpattu and was heading to Chennai when he was stopped. * K.V. SRINIVASAN

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Highway to nowhere

A team of youth is rendering
invaluable service by supply-
ing medicines during the
lockdown to several patients
in villages on the foot of the
Western Ghats in Sullia taluk
of Dakshina Kannada.

Villages like Kollamogaru,
Kalmakaru, Balugodu, Ha-
rihara, Katta, Kallaje and Ai-
nekidu are located in remote
areas at the foot of the ghats
bordering Kodagu. The lock-
down denied access to medi-
cines for many patients in
these villages from places
like Mangaluru, which is

about 125 km away.
The youth — Udaya Kop-

padkka, Udaya Shivala, Jaya-

prakash Kajjodi and Chalan
Koppadkka — from the villag-
es have been shuttling bet-

ween Mangaluru, Puttur, Sul-
lia and the villages over the
past 10 days supplying medi-
cines to the needy.

Sharing the costs
“We share the transportation
cost among ourselves and
collect only the money for
medicines from the pa-
tients,” Mr. Udaya Shivala
told The Hindu.

“In some cases, we don’t
collect even that from poor
patients,” Mr. Udaya Kop-
padkka, who is a member of
Sullia Taluk Panchayat from
the Madappady constituen-
cy, said. 

to 25 requests a day on What-
sApp,” Mr. Koppadkka said.
Sullia Tahsildar, MLA, and
the police permitted them to
go around during the
lockdown.

In Balanja village in Belth-
angady taluk, Padmanabha
Kulal, who is part of an am-
bulance service, has also
been collecting prescriptions
in his village and neighbour-
ing areas and supplying med-
icines from Mangaluru. He
too collects only the actual
bill amount. “I got 30 re-
quests on Tuesday,” he told
The Hindu. He says he goes
once a week to Mangaluru. 

“We use our own vehicles
to transport the medicines,”
Mr. Koppadkka said.

Mr. Shivala said he real-
ised the di!culty in procur-
ing medicines when his fath-
er needed some during the
lockdown.

Mr. Koppadkka was
moved when an 80-year-old
neighbour requested him to
get her medicines. They real-
ised the seriousness of the
matter and circulated their
phone numbers in the villag-
es, announcing their inten-
tion to purchase medicines
and distribute them. 

“We have been getting 20

Good Samaritans deliver medicines in remote villages 
A team of youth share the transportation cost among themselves and collect only the medical bill from patients 

Essential service: A senior citizen receiving medicines from
Udaya Shivala, right, and Udaya Koppadkka on Wednesday.

Raviprasad Kamila

MANGALURU

The lockdown has impacted
Maoists too. A group is re-
ported to be stranded in the
forests of the erstwhile com-
posite Adilabad district as it
is unable to return to neigh-
bouring Maharashtra be-
cause of increased vigil on
the inter-State borders due
to the COVID-19 epidemic.

The Communist Party of
India (Maoist) at Gadchiroli
in Maharashtra and beyond
in the Dandakaranya region
is in the throes of a churning
as local cadres and leaders
are opposing the hegemony
of seniors from Telangana.
To prove the banned organ-
isation’s existence in north
Telangana, the ageing lea-
dership sent some nine to 12
armed cadres into old unit-
ed Adilabad.

Police in Kumram Bheem
Asifabad and Mancherial
districts had sounded an al-
ert as early as March 13,

much before the lockdown.
The naxalites apparently
moved into the forests of Ti-
ryani, Kawal, Kadem-Kha-
napur and Sirikonda, un-
aware that the situation
outside the jungles had
changed.

Focused on territory
growth, Maoist campaigner
Mylarapu Adellu alias Bhas-
kar, from old Adilabad dis-
trict, had led the group of
naxalites but left soon. The
deployed group failed to im-
press villagers inside the for-
ests, o!cial sources said.

Due to the lockdown, the
armed outlaws are "nding it
hard to enter the tribal hab-
itations for food and shelter
as the entrances to villages
have been sealed. 

“We are going ahead with
area domination operations
in the forests,” said Adilabad
Superintendent of Police
Vishnu S. Warrier, who is al-
so the in-charge SP of KB
Asifabad district. 

Lockdown grounds
Maoists in forests 
They’re unable to go to Maharashtra 

S. Harpal Singh

ADILABAD

The Kerala police on Wed-
nesday arrested a school-
teacher from Vilakkottur in
the district on the charge
of sexually abusing a minor
student.

K. Padmarajan, alias
Pappan, who is also a local
Bharatiya Janata Party
leader, was absconding af-
ter a case under the Protec-
tion of Children from Sex-
ual O$ences Act was "led
against him on the charge
of sexually abusing a Class
IV student of a school at
Palathayi.

The police booked the
teacher based on a report
from ChildLine and a com-
plaint "led by the child’s
relatives on March 18. 

Padmarajan was
charged under IPC Section
376 (F) (1) (repeated rape)
and Section 5(F), read with
(1)(3) with Section 6 of the
POCSO Act. Police had
come under %ak for delay
in arresting him.

Absconding
teacher held
in POCSO case 
Staff Reporter

KANNUR 

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Wednesday
dismissed the Congress-led
Opposition’s charges of cor-
ruption against the govern-
ment’s deal with U.S.-based
"rm Sprinklr to collate and
analyse the health data col-
lected by "eld workers from
nearly 1.75 lakh persons un-
der surveillance for CO-
VID-19 symptoms. 

Mr. Vijayan said the dire
epidemic situation had con-
strained the government to
harness the latest IT solu-
tion to swiftly analyse health
data. Sprinklr, headed by
non-resident Keralite Ragi
Thomas, had o$ered to pro-
vide its services free from
March to September. 

The government has a
proprietary right to the per-
sonal medical information
volunteered by the citizens.
It had ensured the con"den-
tiality of the data even as it

contracted the "rm, the
Chief Minister said. 

The government had
tasked CDIT with creating a
cloud environment to store
the data and procure the lat-
est tools to crunch the infor-
mation. Servers in the coun-
try would store the data.
The government would
keep the public informed
about its use, he said. 

Mr. Vijayan said certain
“devious minds” were at-
tempting to delude the pu-
blic by alleging that the go-
vernment had opened the
door for the U.S.-"rm to sell
the data at a massive pro"t
to players in the private
pharmaceutical and private
health care sector. 

He clari"ed that Sprinklr
was not a blacklisted "rm. It
was "ghting charges of data
theft in a U.S. court. Such
cases were usual for "rms
like Sprinklr. Even Google
and Microsoft faced such li-
tigations. 

Kerala CM dismisses
charges on Sprinklr deal
‘Devious minds trying to delude public’ 

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

E



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CHENNAI THE HINDU 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 20206
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

EDITORIAL

Rumour mill
The public mind that is
hostage to fear and anxiety
is fertile ground for
propagating rumours and
conspiracy theories
(Editorial page, “Halting the
march of rumours”, April
15). It is unfortunate that
the large number of
COVID-19 cases associated
with the Tablighi Jamaat
conclave in Delhi has
fuelled the circulation of
Islamophobic narratives. It
is unfair to blame the entire
community for the reckless
behaviour of a few religious
zealots who endangered
public safety. At the same
time, the !ght against toxic
propaganda should be a
collective exercise, with
society and the maligned
community working
together to counter the
propagation of malicious
and hateful falsehoods. 
The unrepentant behaviour
of the organisers and the
alleged crass behaviour of
some of the delegates
towards health workers also
exacerbated public anger.

Community leaders and
intellectuals failed to
condemn the Tablighi
Jamaat in unequivocal
terms. An overly defensive
stance hardly helps to clear
the fog of suspicion and
mistrust. 
V.N. Mukundarajan,

Thiruvananthapuram

! The point about building
trust with ‘critical insiders’ in
a community to slow the
spread of harmful rumours is
well taken. There exists a
successful and historical
example of this being tried in
another divided society:
British Prime Minister Sir
Robert Peel’s institution of
the Maynooth Grant in 1845
— given by the British
government to a Catholic
seminary in Ireland to
improve relations between
the Protestant establishment
at Westminster and the
majority-Catholic Irish
population. Though
controversial, it is credited
with improving communal
relations and dampening
separatist fervour for some

time. Such outreach from the
majority to minority
communities might go a long
way in restoring a measure of
national cohesion. 
Jay Vinayak Ojha,

Patna

! Sadly, Muslims are not the
only ones being a"ected.
People from northeast India
too are facing racial
discrimination. Rumours
backed by fake pictures on
social media that the novel
coronavirus can be
transmitted from poultry
meat have left poultry
farmers in distress.
Borderline racist conspiracy
theories and memes against
the Chinese are #ooding
social media. There is even a
Wikipedia article, “List of
incidents of xenophobia and
racism related to the 2019–20
coronavirus pandemic”. A
polarised nation is already a
fertile ground for rumours.
Unfortunately, our political
leadership has remained
suspiciously silent.
Devashish Khanayat,

Haldwani, Uttarakhand

They show the way
The boy from Mizoram, the
girl in grade 6 from
Hyderabad and the
pensioner college lecturer
from West Bengal have all
been able to translate their
compassion into action to
help the needy during the
pandemic (Inside pages,
“Girl raises $6.2 lakh for the
needy”, April 15). But those
in charge in the government,
and with vast resources at
their disposal, feel satis!ed
and proud after sermonising
from the pulpit. 
Some in the Opposition have
raised the issue of tiding over
the crisis at the grass-root
level, one of the ideas being
suspending construction of a
new building for Parliament.
However, it is odd that the
tender will be called for soon
after the lockdown is lifted. It
is unlikely that the
incumbent Indian
government and similar
regimes elsewhere will
change their ways even after
the pandemic subsides. A
lesson from the pandemic is
the need to follow the

on radio commentators to
conjure up the scene.
However, the commentary
broadcast by All India Radio
was not always of a high
standard unless it happened
to be someone like the
legendary A.F.S. Talyarkhan,
or Bobby Talyar Khan. Other
commentators were unable
to provide a nuanced
account of the game, not to
speak of an analysis of the
the !ner points of the game.
It was the commentary in the
regional languages which
was entertaining as the
commentators were often
unaware of even the !elding
positions. There were often
two commentators for the
regional language show and
their errors provided much
humour. However, it was the
hysteria generated by India’s
historic World Cup victory in
1983 that dramatically
changed how one viewed
and understood cricket. And
relief from AIR.
M. Jameel Ahmed,

Mysuru

essentials of people-oriented
governance.
Jayaraman N.,

Chennai

No relief
It is outrageous that the
rights activists, Anand
Teltumbte and Gautam
Navlakha, had to surrender
before the NIA (Page 1,
“Teltumbde, Navlakha
surrender to NIA”, April 15).
This only points to
vengeance and political
vendetta when it comes to
voices of dissent. It is
disappointing that the
judiciary has not made an
intervention.
S.V. Venugopalan,

Chennai

Coverage, on radio
Unfortunately, when the
quartet was at its peak in the
1970s, for thousands of
cricket lovers in this part of
India, television was still a
distant dream (‘Sport’ page,
“Music from the string
quartet that raised the level
of Indian cricket”, April 14).
One had to depend entirely
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George Thomas 

T
he novel coronavirus infec-
tion is extremely contagious
and spreads fast through res-

piratory droplets and contaminat-
ed surfaces. Although a very high
proportion of infected individuals
(around 85%) have mild symp-
toms, the sheer number of people
infected means that large numbers
become seriously ill. Social dis-
tancing and frequent handwash-
ing were advised to slow the
spread. Countries with well-esta-
blished social security systems
used lockdowns as a desperate
measure. 

Unplanned step
In India, the lockdown was sudden
and not accompanied by e"ective
social security measures. Migrant
workers, in their millions, crowd-
ed into any available means of
transport to return to their homes.
No social distancing was possible.
Many lakhs walked long distances
to return home with little food and
water. The morbidity and mortali-
ty that this has caused can only be
guessed. It is likely that the virus
has been carried to the hinterland
which was largely protected since

the virus was brought into India by
air travellers. The concept that the
social situation forms an integral
part of disease, most commonly
attributed to the German patholo-
gist Rudolf Virchow, came into
prominence once again after the
Second World War. Response to a
pandemic has some worldwide
elements, but it also has elements
particular to countries. An e"ec-
tive response in India must consid-
er not only the behaviour of the
pathogen but also the socioeco-
nomic and cultural characteristics
of the country. Geo"rey Rose, a
pioneer in preventive medicine
wrote; “The primary determi-
nants of disease are mainly eco-
nomic and social, and therefore its
remedies must also be economic
and social. Medicine and politics
cannot and should not be kept
apart.”

The pathogen in the present
epidemic was identi!ed very
quickly. Only supportive treat-
ment is available for the seriously
ill. A vaccine will be ready only af-
ter the present crisis is over. India
does not have the capacity to man-
age a large number of very sick pa-
tients simultaneously and cannot
ramp up resources signi!cantly in
the short time available. Besides
infrastructure, critical-care medi-
cine requires a large number of
highly skilled health-care workers.
We simply do not have the num-
bers. 

The Indian Council of Medical

Research performed surveillance
of Severe Acute Respiratory Illness
at 41 sentinel sites between Febru-
ary 15 and March 19. Diagnostic
kits and laboratories equipped to
perform the Reverse Transcrip-
tase-Polymerase Chain Reaction
test were few. This limitation has
hampered e"orts to get a good es-
timate of numbers infected in In-
dia. The extent of testing required
for better estimates may never be
done considering the resources re-
quired. One of the principles of
screening laid down by Wilson and
Jungner over 50 years ago is that
the cost of case-!nding (including
diagnosis and treatment of pa-
tients diagnosed) should be eco-
nomically balanced in relation to
possible expenditure on medical
care as a whole. 

India’s poor are vulnerable
Imposing a lockdown as a means
of enforcing social distancing ig-
nores the reality that the poor
have no option but to live in dense-
ly packed slums and tenements.
Personal hygiene in the form of
frequent handwashing is impossi-

ble in their present circumstances.
The World Bank estimates that

there are over 650 million poor
people in India (living on less than
$3.20). The current policy of geo-
graphical containment may pro-
tect the rich and the middle-class,
but it ensures rapid spread of the
infection among the poor because
they have no chance of maintain-
ing the recommended six feet dis-
tance. 

Learning from success
South Korea, Singapore, Taiwan
and Japan have been successful in
containing the disease. South Ko-
rea relied on active, free and mas-
sive screening, closing schools and
recommending remote working.
Nearly 20,000 tests are done ev-
ery day. There is widespread use
of masks and sanitisers. No lock-
down was imposed. In Hong Kong,
Singapore and Japan, surveillance
systems identi!ed potential cases
and their contacts. Diagnostic
tests were developed early, and
laboratory testing capacity was in-
creased. In all these countries,
costs are covered by the govern-
ment. Countries which imposed
lockdowns have very strong social
security systems. In India, the
lockdown has caused severe suf-
fering among the poor, especially
migrant workers, and has been un-
successful in the primary objective
of enforcing social distancing. The
reports that over an estimated two
lakh migrants returned to Uttar

Pradesh after the lockdown is only
the most extreme facet of the pro-
blem. Without massive support
from the government, chie#y in
providing adequate shelter and
food to all those who need it, so-
cial distancing is impossible. At
present, the burdens of quaran-
tine, lockdown and social distanc-
ing have been left to individuals.
Worse still, in many rural areas
and towns, governments have shut
down small private clinics. All go-
vernment health sta" are now
concentrated on COVID-19. Impor-
tant primary health-care services
including maternal and child
health, immunisations, deliveries
and tuberculosis care are on hold.
It amounts to abandoning the
poor to their fates. 

The lockdown has imposed tre-
mendous economic hardship on
the poor, without any important
bene!t as they cannot practise so-
cial distancing or proper personal
hygiene. If the Central govern-
ment is serious about the contain-
ment strategy proposed by the Mi-
nistry of Health and saving lives
irrespective of social class, it must
provide economic and social re-
sources on a massive scale. It has
revealed no such plan. States and
individuals cannot handle this cri-
sis on their own. Exhortations to
help oneself sound cruel when pe-
ople have no means to do so.

Dr. George Thomas is an orthopaedic

surgeon at St. Isabel’s Hospital, Chennai

Getting the containment strategy in India right 
An e!ective response must consider not only pathogen behaviour but also socioeconomic and cultural characteristics 
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T
he government has issued
two ordinances, Parliament
has modi!ed its rules to re-

duce the salary and allowances of
Members of Parliament and Minis-
ters, and the Union Cabinet has
decided to cancel the Members of
Parliament Local Area Develop-
ment Scheme (MPLADS) for two
years. These measures are pur-
portedly to save costs as the nation
tackles the COVID-19 pandemic.

Cosmetic cuts
The cuts in salaries and allowanc-
es are a distraction from the real
issue: are our parliamentarians
performing their constitutional
roles during the crisis? Let us
quickly consider the impact of the
cuts. The 30% cut in the $1 lakh
per month salary and the $27,000
cut in o%ce and constituency allo-
wances amount to savings of less
than $5 crore per month. The cut
in sumptuary allowances for Mi-
nisters results in a total savings of
$25,000 per month; yes, you read
that right. These amounts are im-
material for the Central govern-
ment with an average monthly
budget of $2.5-lakh crore. Interest-
ingly, the United Kingdom has in-
creased the allowance for Mem-
bers of Parliament by £10,000 to
help them manage extra costs of
working from home.

During the crisis, Members of
Parliament should be deliberating
on the actions and policies to be
taken to manage the epidemic,

and the costs and consequences of
various alternatives. They should
also be trying to !gure out ways to
have committee meetings and
even the meetings of the full
House through alternate mechan-
isms such as video-conferencing.
For example, while the U.K. has al-
so implemented a lockdown, its
Parliament is connecting all Mem-
bers through video-conferencing
(by April 15) so that the session can
resume virtually on April 21 after
the Easter break. The British Par-
liament has created a page on its
website tracking all government
orders related to the pandemic,
and its Secondary Legislation
Scrutiny Committee is scrutinising
the orders. Other Parliaments are
also working to ful!l their role as
oversight bodies. The New Zea-
land Parliament has formed an
Epidemic Response Committee
that will examine the govern-
ment’s management of the epi-
demic. This committee and other
select committees are meeting
through video-conference.

Parliament absent
The Indian Parliament adjourned
on March 23, the day after the ja-
nata curfew, in view of the pan-
demic. In the previous week, even
as the crisis was unfolding, Parlia-
ment was debating the establish-
ment of a Sanskrit University and
an Ayurveda institute, and that of
regulatory boards for aircraft, In-
dian Systems of Medicine and Ho-
moeopathy. The Finance Bill was
passed without any discussion on
the last day. There was no discus-
sion on the possible implications
of the coronavirus epidemic and
policy measures to tackle it — this
was the week when the Prime Mi-
nister made the !rst televised
speech to the nation on the issue.

Remarkably, there was no recogni-
tion of the pressures on the Budget
when it was passed that week.

Since then, Parliament has not
held committee meetings. There
have been no o%cial statements
regarding the possibility of hold-
ing these through video-confe-
rence. Thus, the government’s ac-
tions are going unchecked. In
brief, Parliament has abdicated its
role as the elected body that
checks the work of government on
behalf of citizens. Instead, we get
the symbolic gesture of reductions
in pay and allowances.

Good move on MPLADS
The cancellation of MPLADS for
two years, on the other hand, is a
welcome move. This scheme
should not be resumed after the
crisis. In !nancial terms, there are
savings of nearly $4,000 crore per
year. While this is not insigni!-
cant, the larger bene!t is that this
will help Members of Parliament
focus on their roles as national le-
gislators. MPLADS creates several
issues of accountability and juris-
diction. It impinges on separation
of powers, both horizontally
across di"erent organs of state,
and vertically across di"erent le-
vels of governance.

Other than making laws, Mem-
bers of Parliament have two key
duties. They sanction the size and
allocation of the government bud-

get. They also hold the govern-
ment accountable for its work, in-
cluding that of spending funds
appropriately. MPLADS brings in a
con#ict in both these roles. It asks
them to identify and get speci!c
projects executed rather than to
focus on policy measures to
achieve the same results and en-
sure that the government is imple-
menting those policies. It distracts
them from allocating and monitor-
ing the Union Budget of $30-lakh
crore to micro-managing the con-
stituency fund of $5 crore. And
since the !nancial audit of
MPLADS is done by the Comptroll-
er and Auditor-General and furth-
er examined by the Public Ac-
counts Committee consisting of
Members of Parliament, it adds
another layer of con#ict.

MPLADS is typically spent on
capital works at the local level
such as a bus stop, hand pumps,
school rooms, etc. These fall with-
in the domain of the panchayats
and municipalities. Members of
these bodies are elected to per-
form an executive role. MPLADS
transforms the Member of Parlia-
ment from a legislator looking at
national issues to an executive
solving hyper-local problems. Af-
ter all, if Members of Parliament
spend a large part of their time on
work that should be done by local-
level government, how would they
have time to inform themselves
while making national laws and
checking the work of the Central
government?

Scope for reform
The current crisis provides several
opportunities for reform. For ex-
ample, Parliament should explore
how technology can be used to im-
prove its e%ciency. Much of the
daily paper work such as !ling

questions and other interventions
have been digitised while proto-
cols and infrastructure may be
needed if meetings have to be held
through secure
video-conferencing.

Other issues such as pay and al-
lowances for Members of Parlia-
ment need to be discussed. The
Members of Parliament should be
provided with o%ce space and re-
search sta". They should be com-
pensated in line with their duties
as national legislators. For exam-
ple, the pay ($1 lakh per month)
and allowances ($1.3 lakh per
month) pale in comparison to that
of U.S. Senators (pay $174,000 per
annum plus allowances over $3
million per annum). At the same
time, hidden perks such as hous-
ing in central Delhi must be made
transparent — few democracies
provide housing for legislators or
civil servants; they are paid well
and expected to !nd housing on
their own.

We need public debates on is-
sues that impact the working of
our legislatures. We need to en-
sure that we have the right com-
pensation structures to attract the
best people to make our laws and
policies. We also need to hold
them accountable for their work
as national legislators, i.e., the po-
sitions they took on various issues
and how they ensured the govern-
ment remained accountable for its
actions. Distractions such as
MPLADS must be done away with.
After all, a representative democ-
racy functions only as well as its le-
gislatures do. And our freedoms
are safe only if we have a robust le-
gislature and a !ercely indepen-
dent judiciary.

M.R. Madhavan is President of PRS

Legislative Research, New Delhi

Cease the distractions, seize the moment 
The crisis provides several opportunities for real parliamentary change; a reduction in the pay of MPs is only symbolic 

M.R. Madhavan 
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A
t a time when the World Health Organization has
been seeking at least $675 million additional
funding for critical response e"orts in countries

most in need during the pandemic, U.S. President
Trump has done the unthinkable — halting funding to
WHO while a review is conducted to assess its “role in
severely mismanaging and covering up the spread of
coronavirus” and for “failing to adequately obtain, vet,
and share information in a timely and transparent fash-
ion”. The decision comes a week after he !rst threa-
tened to put funding on hold for the global health body.
At over $500 million, the U.S. is WHO’s biggest contrib-
utor; America is also the worst a"ected country — over
0.6 million cases and nearly 26,000 deaths. But halting
funding at a crucial time will not only impact the func-
tioning of the global body but also hurt humanity. Many
low and middle-income countries that look up to WHO
for guidance and advice, and even for essentials such as
testing kits and masks, will be badly hit for no fault of
theirs. With a little over two million cases and over
1,27,000 deaths globally, the pandemic has been unpre-
cedented in scale. When solidarity and unmitigated
support from every member-state is necessary to win
the war against the virus, withholding funding will not
be in the best interest of any country, the U.S. included.
Failures due to oversight or other reasons, by WHO or
member-states can always be looked into but not in the
midst of a pandemic.

Contrary to what Mr. Trump claims, WHO cannot in-
dependently investigate but can only rely on individual
member-states to share information. There has not
been one instance when it has been found “covering
up” the epidemic in China. Rather, it has been continu-
ously urging countries to aggressively test people ex-
hibiting symptoms and trace, quarantine and test con-
tacts to contain the spread. It repeatedly spoke of the
window of opportunity, and once warned that it is nar-
rowing. Historically, WHO has been against travel and
trade restrictions against countries experiencing out-
breaks, and its position was no di"erent when, in Janu-
ary, it declared COVID-19 a public health emergency of
international concern. But it did support China’s large-
scale mitigation measures to contain the virus spread.
Faulting WHO for imaginary failings cannot help Mr.
Trump wash his hands of many administrative failures
in containing the epidemic. He has been blaming eve-
ryone else for his shortcomings in dealing with CO-
VID-19. But moving beyond blaming and actually with-
holding WHO funding can have disastrous outcomes. If
indeed he fervently believes that the U.S. has been mis-
led, it is China that he must hold responsible for a de-
layed alert. Previously, he praised both China and
WHO. Obviously, the change in line is linked to a des-
perate bid to hide his own failures.

Disastrous decision
WHO must not be victimised for Trump’s 

own failures in battling the virus 

T
he revised protocol for the extended period of
lockdown that is now scheduled to end on May 3
indicates its staggered rollback starting from

April 20. A partial reopening of the economy is being
proposed, but a lot will depend on the extent of success
in containing the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic in
particular areas. State and local administrations could
continue with a tighter level of control on economic
and social activities if required, according to the
Centre’s guidelines announced on Wednesday. It is now
clear that the battle against the pandemic will be drawn
out, and normalcy in life will have to wait until a vac-
cine or a treatment line is found. It is impossible to keep
the economy shut and people at home inde!nitely. The
proposed relaxations are, hence, a step forward. Indus-
tries outside city limits, certain types of construction
both in rural and urban areas, segments of the service
sector, and manufacturing partially will reopen after
April 20. Small service providers, such as electricians,
plumbers, IT repair, motor mechanics and carpenters,
will be allowed to operate, which will help them and
those who need to hire them. It will be a good idea to
add tailors to that list, an essential service now that
masks are mandatory in public and workplaces.

New measures also include punishment for spitting
and a ban on tobacco and gutkha at workplaces. Those
violating the quarantine could face up to six months in
jail. Coercive measures fall heavily on the poor, and the
government’s sledgehammer strategy for containment
is pushing millions into a corner. Hungry and desperate
migrants have rioted in several parts of the country. A
more comprehensive strategy must involve helping pe-
ople stay at home, incentives to employers to pay salar-
ies, and expansion of welfare support for the most vul-
nerable. MGNREGA, which is meant to guarantee a
minimum income to the poorest in situations of distress
such as this, has completely collapsed. The programme
will be allowed to restart now, but there must be proac-
tive e"orts to expand it. Another area in need of urgent
attention of governments is the breakdown of general
health care in many parts of the country, claiming sev-
eral lives and leaving far too many begging for treat-
ment. States such as Kerala and Rajasthan have in-
volved local bodies and community organisations to
provide food, medicine and other essential items to pe-
ople at their locations, leading to near total compliance
of lockdown guidelines. Going into the future, getting
the country back on track will require mass education
on mask use, hand hygiene and physical distancing to
change social behaviour. The Centre must take the in-
itiative to ensure that best practices from successful
States are adopted across the country. 

Stress test 
The pandemic battle will not end soon, but
normalcy will have to be restored in phases 

Plain Read



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU CHENNAI

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2020 7
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

OPED

FROM AN EDITORIAL

The hygienic condition of the food con-
sumed in our towns is a matter of great im-
portance, deserving the immediate atten-
tion of all concerned. Restaurants and hotels
and indispensable concomitants of modern
town-life. The enormous increase in their
number and the immense danger they may
cause to public health demand an ever-vigi-
lant watch to be kept over their management
by the guardians of public welfare. The exist-
ing sanitary o!cers are no doubt expected
and supposed to exercise the necessary su-
pervision. But the wretched condition in
which most of these places are kept, the un-
sanitary state of the buildings, the unclean
habits of the servants, the methods of adul-
teration employed in the preparation of the
food-stu"s, the careless exposure of these
articles to dirt and dust, the dirty washing of
plates and cups and the general atmosphere
of unhealthy stink pervading the whole
place must convince the public and the Ad-
ministration of the necessity for the exercise
of a more e"ective control over these ne-
glected centres of food consumption.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 16, 1920

Public health and food infection 

Drafting orders without caring for
implementation seems to be the na-
ture of governance during the period
of lockdown. An order dated March
28 said all agricultural, horticultural
activities and those relating to har-
vesting, transportation, procure-
ment, mandis, farming operations
and the like are exempted from the
lockdown. The order was made so
that “harvesting would continue un-
interrupted.” The exempted catego-
ries included “agencies engaged in
procurement of agriculture pro-
ducts, including MSP operations;
mandis; farmers and farm workers in
the #eld; custom hiring centres relat-
ed to farm machinery; manufactur-
ing and packaging units of fertilizers,
pesticides and seeds; and intra- and
inter-state movement of harvesting
and sowing-related machines.” 

The order went on to say that “this
decision has been taken with a view
to facilitate unhindered activities re-
lated to agriculture and farming so as
to ensure essential supplies and that
farmers and common people do not
face any di!culty.” 

In a press release on March 27, the
All India Kisan Sangharsh Coordinat-
ing Committee (AIKSCC), in a repre-
sentation to the government, had
asked the police not to stop peasants
and said “there should be no harass-
ment and violence against peasants,
farmers, vendors and transporters.”
The committee demanded that all
harvested crops, milk, poultry, meat
and eggs should be procured and
that regulated markets should oper-
ate at requisite strength, failing
which, the panel feared, village-level
procurement and supply “will rot
and ruin the producer farmers.”

Harvesting winter crops
Similarly, on April 1, the AIKSCC, in
its letter to the Chief Minister of Pun-
jab, warned that “these are the peak
days of harvesting winter crops,
wheat, barley, pulses and seeds; but
all the farmers/workers are shut be-
hind the doors. Sir, who will harvest
the crops? What will be the fate of ve-

getables/fruit growers particularly
the high value perishable crops,
these can hardly be stored. With no
means to transport, god knows what
will be their fate. Imagine the fate of
milk producers and of poultry. The
unfortunate peasants are forced to
spill milk in the canals. The poultry
farmers don’t know what to do with
their products. The landless labour-
ers and their families have absolutely
no work. Who will provide them
food on their plate?”

In Madhya Pradesh, the Narmada
Bachao Andolan (NBA) wrote to the
Chief Secretary that despite the lift-
ing of the lockdown, “all mandis at
district level are closed,” and com-
plained that when farmers sent tar-
booz (water melons), oranges and
grapes to the mandis, the gates were
closed and they had to return on
foot. Hence, the traders were refus-
ing to come to the #elds to collect
their produce. The NBA found it iron-
ic that migrant labourers were facing
starvation while agricultural and
horticultural produce was rotting in
the #elds.

The All India Kisan Mazdoor Sab-
ha (AIKMS), in its letter dated April 4,
to the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister,
complained that “farmers have suf-
fered losses in their mustard crop
which could not be harvested in time
and the local police have stopped the
peasants from reaching their #elds
and harvesting and transporting the
crop.” It warned that “we are looking
at a very severe crisis in the coming
days if this attitude continues. It will
lead to a major crisis in food availa-
bility and may result in large num-
bers of hunger deaths.” The panel
pointed out that #ve lakh migrant la-
bourers from Bihar, Jharkhand, Mad-

hya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh work
in Punjab. However, many of them
ran away due to the police.

In Odisha, the panel pointed out
that MGNREGA has completely
stopped, forcing lakhs of rural work-
ers into distress. “Everything can
wait” it warned, “but not farming as
a season lost means a year is lost.” 

Assaults on forest dwellers
Equally ominous are the assaults on
tribals and non-tribal forest dwellers
by the police and o!cials in all the
tribal areas of the country. Forest
produce is by nature inherently sea-
sonal. O!cials have interfered with
the collection of non-timber forest
produce, as allowed by the Forest
Rights Act, causing hunger and dis-
tress to millions of tribals.

Overzealous policemen and o!-
cials have lathi-charged farm work-
ers and interfered with the move-
ment of agricultural produce to the
mandis. If harvesting is interrupted,
if transportation of produce is halted
on account of vehicles with passes
not being available, if farmers and
farm workers are lathi-charged on
their way to work and if the mandis
do not operate at full strength, there
could be an unprecedented food
crisis.

The judiciary must carefully re-
view its approach of meekly follow-
ing the executive while the latter
makes blunder after blunder. The
lockdown was introduced irrational-
ly without ensuring the continuation
of provisions statutorily mandated
under the National Food Security
Act, 2013. Consequently, the angan-
wadis were closed in panic and sup-
plementary nutrition for children be-
low 6 years and for pregnant women,

lactating mothers and adolescent
girls came to an immediate stop.
Chaos continued until the govern-
ment issued an order, dated March
30, acknowledging “that in many
States/UTs [Union Territories], the
anganwadi centres are closed”. Hur-
riedly, patchwork activities began,
which resulted in provision of take-
home rations, instead of hot, cooked
meals.

Tens of thousands of those below
the poverty line su"ered terribly. Si-
milarly, the mid-day meal, which
reaches millions of school-going stu-
dents, was abruptly discontinued.
The provision of $6,000 to every
pregnant woman and lactating moth-
er, mandated under the Maternity
Bene#t Act, also virtually came to an
end. Imperial in its announcement
and in its execution, the lockdown
caused untold pain to the poor. 

A hastily imposed lockdown
This is not to say that some form of a
lockdown was unnecessary; howev-
er, the harshness and arbitrariness
and lack of thought and preparation
in its execution was certainly avoida-
ble. It is typical of governments run
dictatorially and with lack of transpa-
rency that when mistakes are made,
they turn out to be gigantic and irre-
versible. Further, to sti%e criticism,
we are now told by no less than the
Solicitor General that it is not in pu-
blic interest to highlight the human
su"ering and that the government’s
point of view should be accepted
without demur because the crisis de-
mands that everyone falls in line.
What the learned law o!cer fails to
understand is that Indians may be
poor, and sometimes gullible, but
they are not sheep to always fall in
line with a military-like command.
They have reserves of democratic re-
sistance that will in the coming
months perhaps surprise this
government.

Starvation deaths on account of
hunger and merciless police beatings
have been reported from across the
country. The judiciary must now
shift track. For some time, the courts
have deferred to the government in
view of the unprecedented crisis. But
now, with the crisis spreading to agri-
culture, the judiciary must abandon
this hands-o" approach.

Colin Gonsalves is a senior advocate at the
Supreme Court

Exemptions granted to farming and related activities during the lockdown must be followed in practice

End the harassment of farmers now

Colin Gonsalves 
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As India grapples with COVID-19, a
widely prevalent belief is that the cri-
sis is purely driven by the disease.
However, the truth is that confused,
and often disempowering communi-
cation, has contributed equally to
our present predicament. 

That India has no crisis communi-
cation strategy was evident from the
government’s request to the Su-
preme Court to curb the media from
publishing or broadcasting news on
the pandemic, without checking
facts with them. The question then
arose, was the government giving the
media or the people enough informa-
tion? This is a time when the govern-
ment needs to be forthcoming and
transparent in its communications. It
should also use the media as an ally
to broadcast its messages and, at the
same time, take steps to
pull down fake, mislead-
ing and alarmist news. Ev-
ery daily brie#ng should
be used as an opportunity
for engagement, not cir-
cumvention. The more in-
formation the govern-
ment gives, the less
speculation and rumours
will circulate. The govern-
ment has done the exact opposite. It
has not created even a single central
repository of public information and
communication that speaks credibly,
directly and continuously to people.
As a result, there was and remains
confusion, on the transmission data
and facts; on the measures to self-
protect; and most importantly, on
the support, if any, the government is
going to o"er. 

Media engagement strategy
The government should also have be-
gun a media engagement strategy,
along with a multilingual, informa-
tion campaign on every aspect of the
crisis. The response should have
been communicated in painstaking
detail to the implementers, the me-
dia and the public. 

During times of crisis, the govern-
ment has to over-communicate. It,
however, chose to under-communi-
cate. Those in charge should realise
that poorly communicated or insu!-

cient information directly impacts
disease control. It results in stigma,
fear and poor health-seeking beha-
viour, and increases vulnerability. It
also causes lopsided reporting, theo-
rising and fake news. In fact, during
health crises, populations absorb
health information better if it is com-
municated frequently, and from re-
liable sources. This is where our com-
munications response is failing. 

Also, missing in India’s approach is
empathy and e"orts to improve so-
cial cohesion and connectedness.
The media could be a critical ally
here. Already, certain communities
have become the object of blame. If
India continues with this approach,
all it will be left with is an atmosphere
which makes everyone look out for
themselves. Finally, the government
should stop underestimating the au-
dience. It doesn’t seem to realise that

India’s people are more
vulnerable to incorrect
information if the go-
vernment and the media
do not give them the
right information #rst. 

It’s a mystery as to
how with such a large
and vibrant media land-
scape, the government
wants to control informa-

tion and, at the same time, give out
unimaginative and disempowering
messages. For a young media-centric
country gripped by crisis, this strate-
gy is all wrong. Underlying these ac-
tions is a belief that the media should
report what the government wants
them to and the people should trust
and follow everything it says. All this
even as the government keeps giving
limited information.

It is still not too late. The govern-
ment needs to revise its media and
communications strategy around the
COVID-19 crisis to build an atmosph-
ere of trust, social cohesion and pur-
pose — where the media and people
are participants. It needs to be tran-
sparent, open about its limitations
and accept criticism. If the govern-
ment wants to control the crisis, it
needs to stop controlling the media
or patronising the public. 

Chapal Mehra is a writer based in Delhi

In India’s response, a
communications failure 
The messaging lacks transparency or empathy
Chapal Mehra

FROM AN EDITORIAL

If all had gone well with the Apollo 13 mis-
sion, Astronauts James Lovell and Fred
Haise should now have been happily making
their last-minute preparations in the lunar
landing module for setting foot on the
moon. Instead they, along with their col-
league, Astronaut John Swigert, are at this
moment battling for life as their crippled
spaceship hurtles down for an emergency
splashdown scheduled for Friday (April 17,
1970) in the Paci#c Ocean. That the three are
still alive and have a #ghting chance of safe
return is itself a tribute to their courage and
e!ciency in face of fearful odds and to the
competence of the technologists and scien-
tists on the ground who are helping to bring
the ill-fated craft back to earth. Right from
the start of the #nal phase, the Apollo 13 mis-
sion has had luck in short supply. But those
hitches pale into insigni#cance compared to
what later happened. About 300,000 kilo-
metres away from the earth, when everyth-
ing seemed to be going well, two of the three
fuel cells on the command ship, Odyssey,
failed, gravely restricting the supply of oxy-
gen and electric power. The authorities on
the ground at once called o" the rest of the
mission and ordered the crew to bring the
spaceship back. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 16, 1970

Crisis in Space
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Aristotle Onassis counselled, “It is during
our darkest moments that we must focus to
see the light.” So, even as we observe the cur-
few while under a lockdown, this hiatus o"-
ers a rare opportunity to re%ect and take the
long view. 

The way society behaves after a crisis can
vary signi#cantly. Germany’s abiding obses-
sion with #scal discipline and aversion to in-
%ation, even today, can be traced to lessons
learned during the 1920s, when that country
experienced devastating hyperin%ation. In
the aftermath of the Great Depression, U.S.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt unleashed a
series of reforms under his New Deal that co-
vered #nancial sector regulation, insurance
of private savings, labour standards and the
introduction of social security — lasting inter-
ventions that serve U.S. society to this day.
The 9/11 attacks, and India’s own tragedy of
26/11, altered our perspectives on safety in
public spaces, and we have come to accept
intrusive security checks as a price we must
pay. Yet, other crises seem to leave no lasting
imprint even when they ought to have made
a bigger impact. In a world once again awash
in cheap funds, lessons from the 2008 #nan-
cial sector collapse seem forgotten. 

Changing our outlook
So will the COVID-19 pandemic change the
way we behave in the years ahead?

If there can be any enduring takeaway
from the cost imposed by COVID-19, it must
be that our much-vaunted modern and
technologically sophisticated society can be
humbled by nature operating at its most mi-
croscopic scale. At this scale, the speed of re-
plication and proliferation is astounding
and, within a few weeks from its #rst manif-
estation, the virus has brought a globally
connected economy to a standstill, and en-
dangered the lives of total strangers across
all continents. At the same time, almost si-
lently, at the other end of the scale, a slow
but perceptible escalation of climate calami-
ties, including more severe storms, more
destructive forest #res and faster melting of
glaciers, indicate a carbon-emissions-trig-
gered crisis where nature in reacting on a
macro scale. The sobering conclusion is that
our armoury is inadequate to deal with eith-
er end of nature’s scale of intervention.

So, what can society do, as we ponder life

after the pandemic? To start with, it would
help to shed some of the chutzpah that we
have allowed ourselves to adopt through the
20th century — that we can develop technol-
ogies to overcome nature and re-shape our
environment. There is no doubt progress in
science and technology has served humanity
well over centuries and they will continue to
be called upon to serve society for centuries
to come. What we will need, however, is an
outlook that seeks to harness our knowledge
of science to work in harmony with nature,
rather than attempt to bulldoze it. Is this
merely a romantic theory with limited prac-
tical use? Not really.

NASA’s Voyager mission to explore the
edge of the solar system would have been im-
possible with even the most powerful rock-
ets, without leveraging the slingshot ma-
noeuvre using the gravitational #elds of
planets along the way. The growing appeal of
renewable power generation stems from the
fact that it can harness nature without da-
maging it. And most doctors treating CO-
VID-19 patients vouch for the role of healthy
living and robust immune systems as the
best bet, so far, to protect ourselves. Well-
ness advocates have a number of useful sug-
gestions on how we may fortify our natural
immunity, even as we await the develop-
ment and certi#cation of vaccines. The ap-
proach suggested is certainly not novel.
When Rachel Carson advocated use of mi-
crobes to combat agricultural pests instead
of harsh chemical compounds like DDT, she
was at the vanguard of our growing interest
in bio-control. E.F. Schumacher’s book,
Small is Beautiful — A Study of Economics as
if People Mattered, gained fame during the
energy crisis, but quickly faded, as if that
thesis did not matter anymore. Actually, in a
world where the digital economy has un-
leashed the power for Davids to take on Go-
liaths, these ideas are even more relevant.

In all of this, nature seems to expect of us
a certain economy of consumption and gen-
tleness of impact. A human society that is
sympathetic to and in harmony with our en-
vironment, and where humans listen to and
nurture their selves, may be an enduring re-
cipe for a safer future. India has a long herit-
age of nurturing one’s inner self — yoga and
meditation have been adopted globally as ex-
ercises for a more robust constitution. India
also has a long tradition of dealing with fru-
gality as a virtue and can easily relate to what
in ancient Greece was revered as gaia — deal-
ing with the earth as our mother. These can
be timeless lessons as human society seeks
closer harmony with nature, to take us on to
a safer trajectory in a post COVID-19 world.

V. Sumantran is the Chairman of Celeris Technologies

Harmonising with nature
We need to shed some of the chutzpah we seem to have
acquired with achievements in science and technology

V. Sumantran 
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which are already exempted
from the lockdown, several
new industries will be per-
mitted to function from
April 20. IT and IT enabled
services will be allowed to
operate at 50% strength,
while IT hardware manufac-
turing has been added to the
list of exemptions. E-com-
merce companies, oil and
gas exploration and re!ner-
ies, food processing in rural
areas and jute industries
will be allowed to work.

Manufacturing and other
industrial activities in Spe-
cial Economic Zones, Ex-
port Oriented Units and oth-
er industrial estates and
townships can also reopen,
so long as arrangements are
made for workers to stay
within the premises or in
adjacent buildings.

The Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
which provides 100 days of
minimum wage work to ru-
ral households, is also being
allowed, so long as social
distancing and the use of
masks are strictly enforced. 

Goods tra!c allowed
Transport of goods has been
a major hurdle over the last
two weeks. The new guide-
lines make it clear that all
goods tra"c will be allowed
to ply, with two drivers and
one helper allowed a truck.
Truck repair shops and dha-
bas on highways will be al-
lowed to function. E-com-
merce and courier services
can be restarted.

Operation of utilities pro-
viding telecommunication
and Internet services, will
be allowed.

There will also be a
phased return to o"ce of
the government’s own work-
force, with the new guide-
lines calling for 100% atten-
dance from o"cers above
the Deputy Secretary level,
with junior sta# attendance
of 33%. 

In another letter to the
States, Mr. Bhalla said the
guidelines would be with-
drawn immediately if any of
the lockdown measures
were violated.

The States will decide the
additional public activities
to be allowed from April 20.
They will have to be based
on strict compliance with
the existing guidelines on
lockdown measures.

The relaxations will be
implemented at the discre-
tion of the State and district
authorities in areas that
have not been identi!ed as
infection hotspots or con-
tainment zones. 

The standard operating
procedure (SOP) for facto-
ries and o"ce establish-
ments from April 20 says
medical insurance is man-
datory for workers. 

Workplace curbs
Workplaces should have a
gap of one hour between
shifts, and lunch breaks
should be staggered to en-
sure social distancing. All
organisations should sani-
tise workplaces. Thermal
screening of all those enter-
ing and leaving the work
premises is mandatory,
states the SOP. Work units
should encourage the use of
staircases, stagger work
hours to ensure social dis-
tancing and ban the entry of
non-essential visitors.

Travel by air, rail, metro,
public buses, taxis, cab ag-
gregators will remain sus-
pended. Cinema halls, malls
will remain shut. All social
/religious gathering are pro-
hibited till May 3 and all in-
dustrial and commercial un-
its, unless exempted, will
remain shut.

The revised guidelines
permit small service provid-
ers, such as electricians,
plumbers, IT repair, motor
mechanics and carpenters,
to operate. This move is re-
commended by the Com-
merce and Industries Minis-
try. 

Supply chain of essential
goods, grocery stores, veget-
able, fruit carts and e-com-
merce companies will be al-
lowed to operate without
time restrictions. 

In addition to pharma-
ceuticals and other essential
sectors such as agriculture,
mining and fertilizers,

Industries in rural areas
to reopen on April 20

cials of the World Health
Organisation to take stock of
preparedness.

Pat from WHO
Praising India’s response,
Regional Director, WHO
South-East Asia Region,
Poonam Khetrapal Singh,
said, “Despite huge and
multiple challenges, India
has been demonstrating un-
wavering commitment in its
!ght against the pandemic.” 

The WHO Representative
to India, Henk Bekedam,
said, “Our !eld personnel
have been redirected to sup-
port the !ght against CO-
VID-19. The same team
worked tirelessly along with
the government and other
partner organisations to
help India become polio-
free. I am con!dent that the
WHO team can once again
join hands with the govern-
ment to help win this !ght
against COVID-19.”

“In order to break the chain
of transmission, focus needs
to be on contact tracing,
monitoring and clinical
management. States have
been asked to uniformly im-
plement the containment
plan in every district across
the country,” an accompa-
nying press statement
added.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, while announcing ex-
tension of lockdown on
Tuesday, said all districts
would have to strictly en-
force quarantining until
April 20, after which based
on the ‘performance’ of dis-
tricts in keeping the case
count low or halting a rapid
rise in infections, restric-
tions would begin to be
eased. Were these regions to
regress, restrictions would
be reimposed. 

Meanwhile, Health Minis-
ter Harsh Vardhan partici-
pated in a meeting with o"-

170 districts identi!ed as
hotspots: Health Ministry

make its forecasts, had a 41%
forecast probability of nor-
mal monsoon.

In any given year, there is
a 33% chance which is why,
said Madhavan Rajeevan,
Secretary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences, there was “high
con!dence” that the mon-
soon this year would be
normal.

The Indian Ocean Dipole,
a temperature anomaly in
the ocean that can increase
monsoon rain, was also ex-
pected to be in a “neutral”
state during the monsoon,
the forecast added.

The odds of excess rain or
a drought are 9% each.

Last year, the IMD said in
April that the monsoon
would be ‘near normal’ or a
tad below normal. India in-
stead ended up with excess
rainfall — or the maximum
rainfall in a quarter century
— largely owing to torrential
rain in August and Septem-
ber from the unusual warm-
ing in the Indian Ocean.

The dynamical model,
while better at forecasting
the state of the weather a
week or two in advance,
isn’t yet considered reliable
by meteorologists in fore-
casting the monsoon.

The statistical models,
which the IMD relied on to

India to receive normal
monsoon, forecasts IMD 

The Congress on Wednesday
blamed an “o"cial letter”
from the Railways for Tues-
day’s large gathering of mi-
grant workers at the Bandra
station in Mumbai and as-
serted that there may have
been an attempt to disrupt
the communal harmony in
Maharashtra. 

“Whatever happened on
Tuesday, there needs to be a
thorough investigation into
it. Some want to disturb the
communal harmony in Mah-
arashtra and negate the
State’s e#orts to !ght corona-
virus,” former Chief Minister
and Congress leader Ashok
Chavan told the media
through videoconferencing. 

Mr. Chavan, who is the Mi-
nister in charge of Public
Works Department in Maha-

rashtra, read out an April 13
letter of the South Central
Railway which said special
trains would be run for mi-
grant workers once the lock-
down is lifted.

The migrant issue has
snowballed into a major pol-
itical controversy, with the
BJP and the ruling Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi — formed by the
Shiv Sena, the NCP and the
Congress — engaging in a
blame game. Mr. Chavan
said social media posts talk-

ing about imposing Presi-
dent’s Rule in Maharashtra
hinted at a conspiracy. 

Former Congress chief Ra-
hul Gandhi urged the Centre
to bring back Indian workers
from the Middle East. “The
Covid19 crisis and shutting
of businesses in the Middle
East have left thousands of
Indian workers in deep dis-
tress. The government must
organise $ights to bring
home our brothers and sis-
ters,” he tweeted.

Probe Bandra episode, says Cong.
Party blames
‘o"cial letter’
from Railways

Double check: Police using a drone to check people’s
movement around the Bandra station on Wednesday. * PTI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Journalist held for report
on resumption of trains
MUMBAI

A television journalist was
arrested here on Wednesday
over his report on resumption
of special trains, which might
have prompted the gathering
of migrant workers in Bandra
on Tuesday, a police official
said. The arrest of Rahul
Kulkarni, who works with a
Marathi news channel, was
tweeted by State Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh. PTI

The Delhi police on Wed-
nesday said they have
charged the chief of the
Delhi-based Tablighi Ja-
maat centre Maulana Mu-
hammad Saad Khandalvi,
under the section for cul-
pable homicide not
amounting to murder.

IPC Section 304 (culpa-
ble homicide not amount-
ing to murder) has been ad-
ded to the FIR that was
registered against Mr. Saad
and six other o"ce-bearers
of the centre, after people
who attended the religious
gathering in Nizamuddin,
died due to COVID-19.

The quarantine period
of Mr. Saad has ended and
he should join the investi-
gation. Police would again
sent notice to all persons
named in the FIR, an o"c-
er said.

Tablighi chief
faces culpable
homicide case
STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI 

India on Wednesday refused
to criticise the United States
defunding of the World
Health Organisation (WHO),
saying that it was currently
occupied with the domestic
campaign to defeat the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

A source indicated that In-
dia was not inclined to im-
mediately join the controver-
sy that erupted after the
President Donald Trump de-
clared a “halt” to American
funding of the WHO.

“At present, our e#orts
and attention are fully fo-
cused on dealing with the
COVID-19 pandemic. Once
the world has addressed this
crisis, we can revisit this
question,” said a source fa-
miliar with India’s o"cial de-
cision- making on interna-
tional organisations. 

Mr. Trump on Tuesday
suspended his government's
funding of the multilateral
body accusing it of “severe”
mismanagement of the CO-
VID-19 epidemic. 

President’s charge
He accused the WHO of op-
posing travel restrictions to
China which he termed
“disastrous”.

“Today, I am instructing
my administration to hold
the funding of the World
Heath Organisation while a
review is conducted to assess
the WHO’s role in severely
mismanaging and covering
up the spread of the corona-
virus... As the organisation’s
leading sponsor, the United
States has a duty to insist on
full accountability,” the U.S.
President said at the White
House. 

The WHO’s latest docu-
ments show that the United

States is its top contributor
with around $58 million and
halting that payment is ex-
pected to hit many health in-
itiatives across the world, in-
cluding in India. 

Contrary to India’s stand,
the European Union’s top fo-
reign policy representative
Josep Borrell Fontelles has
“deeply” regretted the U.S.
decision, saying, “There is
no reason justifying this
move at a moment when
their e#orts are needed
more than ever to help con-
tain and mitigate the Corona-
virus pandemic.” 

Bill Gates’s stand 
Microsoft founder Bill Gates
too sounded a note of cau-
tion, saying “no other organ-
isation can replace” the
WHO. 

Since March, India has ta-
ken the initiative to several
countries in the region and
beyond by supplying protec-
tive equipment and medi-
cines. 

According to the WHO's
March 31, 2020 assessment,
India committed around $2

million, whereas China com-
mitted approximately $28.7
million. 

Budget contributions
The WHO's budget is funded
by a mix of assessed and vo-
luntary contributions. As-
sessed contributions mainly
refer to !nancial support
from the member-countries
of the world body, which is
relative to the member-
state’s wealth and popula-
tion. 

The WHO claims that con-
tributions from the member-
states had declined over the
years and now accounts for
less than one quarter of its
programme !nancing. The
rest of the resources, it says,
is raised through voluntary
donation. 

The major European eco-
nomies are among the bigger
contributors to the organisa-
tion.

India steers clear of WHO funding row
‘At present, our e#orts and attention are fully focused on dealing with COVID-19 pandemic’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

<> There is no reason
justifying this
move at a moment
when their e!orts
are needed more
than ever 

Josep Borrell Fontelles 

EU representative

The monsoon is arriving late
in many States and exiting
even later, the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD)
said at its annual monsoon
forecast conference. 

Along with de!ning a new
normal for rainfall — 88 cm
as opposed to the 89 cm — it
also gave new dates for the
monsoon’s onset in several
cities as part of an update,
which it said was essential
for a variety of economic ac-
tivities ranging from agricul-
tural planning to power dis-
tribution. 

However, the IMD would
continue to account for mon-
soon rain as the rainfall that
the country received from
June 1 to September 30, even

though, as an o"cial said,
the monsoon appeared to be
lingering in many places un-
til October. “We have been
discussing this matter, of the
monsoon’s delayed withdra-
wal and whether we should
have a di#erent accounting
system for monsoon rainfall
keeping in mind the new
withdrawal dates. No deci-

sion has been taken,” said
Madhavan Rajeevan, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences, which oversees the
IMD. 

On time in Kerala
The onset over Kerala, which
marks the arrival of the mon-
soon into mainland India,
will continue to be June 1.
However, the onset date in
Mumbai — historically June
10 — will now be June 11. The
o"cial withdrawal date is
now delayed by over a week
to October 8, instead of Sep-
tember 29. 

The onset over Chennai
has been delayed by three
days — from June 1 to June 4.
Ahmedabad will see the
monsoon arrive nearly a
week late — June 21 instead of
June 14. Bhopal, too, is see-
ing a similar delay — to June
22 instead of June 15. Delhi,
too, will see a four-day delay
in the monsoon’s arrival to

June 27. “New monsoon ad-
vance dates over States like
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Chattisgarh,
Telegana, Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha, Jharkhand, Bihar
and parts of Uttar Pradesh
are delayed by three-seven
days compared to existing
normal dates,” the IMD said
in a statement.

A signi!cant delay in the
withdrawal of the monsoon
over northwest and central
India has been observed.
“Monsoon withdraws from
NW India almost 7-14 days la-
ter from the existing dates.
There is no change in the !-
nal withdrawal date over
south India, i.e., 15th Octob-
er,” the statement said. The
new dates accounted for the
vagaries of climate change as
well as the increased num-
ber of data gathering sta-
tions that better accounted
for the arrival and exit of the
monsoon, Mr. Rajeevan said.

Monsoon may be late in many States
It will exit many
areas even later,
says IMD update
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

A woman collecting
branches that fell in the rain
in Guwahati on Wednesday.

Over 10 crore people have
been excluded from the Pu-
blic Distribution System be-
cause outdated 2011 census
data is being used to calcu-
late State-wise National Food
Security Act (NFSA) cover-
age, according to economists
Jean Dreze and Reetika Khe-
ra. 

The disastrous impact of
this gap is being seen in the
middle of a crippling lock-
down, as people who have
lost their livelihoods depend
on PDS for daily survival.

Under the NFSA, the PDS
is supposed to cover 75% of
the population in rural areas
and 50% of the population in
urban areas, which works
out to 67% of the total popu-

lation, using the rural-urban
population ratio in 2011. In-
dia’s population was about
121 crore in 2011 and so PDS
covered approximately 80
crore people. 

However, applying the
67% ratio to a projected pop-
ulation of 137 crore for 2020,
PDS coverage today should
be around 92 crore. Even tak-
ing into account growing ur-
banisation, the shortfall
would be around 10 crore pe-
ople who have slipped
through the cracks, said the
two economists and Right to
Food campaigners in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

Big gaps
The biggest gaps are in Uttar
Pradesh, where 2.8 crore pe-
ople may have been left out,

and Bihar, which would have
had almost 1.8 crore people
excluded from the NFSA.
State-speci!c birth and
death rates from 2016 were
used to calculate the popula-

tion growth rate and project-
ed population estimates,
said the statement.

When the NFSA came into
e#ect in 2013, State-wise ra-
tios were worked out for ru-

ral and urban areas, using
National Sample Survey da-
ta, in such a manner that eve-
ryone below a given national
“per-capita expenditure
benchmark” is covered,
meaning that PDS coverage
should be higher in poorer
States.

While the population data
from the 2011 census was
used to translate these ratios
into absolute numbers, Right
to Food activists have long
argued that the numbers
should have been updated
using projected population
!gures, allowing State go-
vernments to issue new ra-
tion cards over time. Instead,
the Centre’s calculation of
the actual number of people
to be covered in each State
has remained “frozen.” 

Many State governments
are reluctant to issue new ra-
tion cards beyond the num-
bers that will be provided for
by the Central quota, making
it di"cult to reduce exclu-
sion errors in the PDS.

For example, there are
about seven lakh pending
applications for ration cards
in Jharkhand, because the
State government stopped is-
suing new ration cards sever-
al years ago to avoid exceed-
ing the numbers provided
for by the Central govern-
ment, said Dr. Khera and Dr.
Dreze.

With the 2021 census pro-
cess being delayed due to the
COVID-19 crisis, any pro-
posed revision of PDS cover-
age using that data could
now take several years. 

Outdated census data keep 10 cr. out of PDS: economists
The disastrous impact of this gap is being seen in the middle of a crippling lockdown, say Jean Dreze and Reetika Khera
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday recorded in its order
the government’s undertak-
ing that farmers and agricul-
tural workers would not be
harassed by the police and
the authorities during the
lockdown. 

A Bench, led by Justice
N.V. Ramana, was hearing a
petition !led by activist Swa-
mi Agnivesh, represented
by senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves, that the authori-
ties were tormenting farm
workers and blocking tran-
sport of agricultural pro-
duce, despite the guidelines
issued by the Ministry of
Agriculture on March 24
and 25 and then on March
28, exempting agriculture
from the lockdown.

Agnivesh said this would
lead to food shortage, sky-
rocketing of prices and
hoarding, especially in the
wake of the harvesting of
Rabi crops.

The Bench took note of
the submission of Mr. Gon-
salves that the government’s
order of exemption was
“not being fully implement-
ed by the police”.

Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta assured the Bench
that there was “full monitor-
ing and implementation of
the guidelines” issued by
the Ministry. Mr. Mehta said
steps would be taken to en-
sure that the police followed
the guidelines. The court re-
corded his assurances, on
behalf of the government,
before disposing of Agni-
vesh’s plea.

Police won’t harm
farmers, govt. tells SC 
Petitioner $ags transportation hurdles
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

In anticipation of no blanket
extension of the lockdown
across the country after May
4, airlines have started dom-
estic $ight ticket sales again.

A look at airline websites
and ticketing portals on
Wednesday revealed that —
despite the new social dis-
tancing norms, including an
empty middle seat, an ear-
lier than usual closure of
check-in counters and ex-
tended ground halt periods
for sanitisation — fares were
low to attract passengers. 

Bookings from May 4
were on Wednesday availa-
ble at return fare ranging
from %4,829 to %7,438 on the
Delhi-Mumbai sector, the
busiest in the country. Fares
on this sector, usually at a
premium because of sum-
mer vacation, were availa-
ble starting at %2,500 (one

way) by IndiGo. The lowest
return fare on this sector
was being o#ered by Air In-
dia at %4,829 while the high-
est return fare was on Spice-
Jet for %7,438. Air Asia has
tickets in the range of %4,998
and %5119 depending on
$ight timing. 

GoAir and Vistara had
tickets going for %6,150 and
%7,438 respectively. IndiGo
is selling tickets for 18 $ights
between Delhi and Mumbai,
16 to Bengaluru from Delhi
and 11 to Chennai from the
national capital. 

Travel agents were quick
to add a word of caution. Re-
ji Philip, a south Mumbai-
based corporate travel
booking agent, said those
booking tickets now should
also be prepared for $ights
to be cancelled due to
amended government rules
or merging of $ights due to
poor loads. 

Airlines start selling
domestic $ight tickets
Empty middle seats made mandatory
Aditya Anand

Mumbai

No plan to run specials for
migrant workers: Railways
MUMBAI

The Railways has denied that it
had any plans to run special
trains for migrant labourers. 
An internal communique 
of the South Central Railway
(SCR) had stated that there 
was a proposal to run
‘Jansadharan Special Trains’ for
migrant workers. The Chief
Public Relations Officer of SCR, 
C.H. Rakesh, said it was “ an
internal document that was
taken out of context”. 



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU CHENNAI

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2020 9
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

COVID-19

Tribal body disallows
burial of victim's ashes
GUWAHATI

A tribal body in Meghalaya
has disallowed the burial of a
69-year-old doctor who died
of COVID-19 on Wednesday
after another refused the
cremation of his body fearing
the spread of the virus. The
doctor had died at a hospital
he owned in Shillong, less
than 48 hours after he was
tested positive. “We are
trying to negotiate and find a
way out,” said M.W. Nongbri,
Deputy Commisioner, East
Khasi Hills.

IN BRIEF

Man shot at for coughing
during a game of Ludo
NOIDA

A 25-year-old man was shot
at and injured at a village in
Greater Noida on Tuesday
when he coughed during a
Ludo game. The assailant
accused him of trying to
spread COVID-19, the police
said on Wednesday. Prashant
Singh alias Pravesh and three
others were playing Ludo at a
temple at Dayanagar when Jai
Veer Singh alias Gullu, 30,
arrived there. As Prashant
coughed, Gullu thought he
was doing it deliberately. “As
the argument intensified,
Gullu pulled out a pistol and
shot at Prashant,” a police
officer said. PTI

46 foreigners held for
violating visa norms
PATNA

As many as 46 foreign
nationals from Malaysia,
Kyrgyzstan, Bangladesh,
Indonesia and Kazakhstan
have been arrested from
Bihar and sent to jail for
violation of visa norms.
According to the police, 18
foreign nationals were
arrested from Araria, 17 from
Patna, and 11 from Buxar.
Among them, 20 are from
Malaysia, nine each from
Bangladesh and Kyrgyzstan,
seven from Indonesia and one
from Kazakhstan. “All had
come to Bihar after the
Tablighi Jamaat congregation
at Nizamuddin,” police said.

As many as 117 people have
tested positive for CO-
VID-19 in Indore, taking the
city’s count to 544, said
Pravin Jadia, Indore Chief
Medical and Health O!cer.

“Most of these are prim-
ary contacts of previous
patients and are already
staying in quarantine,” said
Dr. Jadia. Their samples
were sent to New Delhi for
testing. 

The bed capacity in In-
dore has been ramped up
to 800 now. “We have ac-
quired two hospitals of
300 beds each. The district
administration is ready to
treat a large number of pa-
tients,” he said. 

Moreover, Dr. Jadia said
on Tuesday that health
workers surveyed 45,000
residents of containment
areas for illnesses, of which
300 were found su"ering
from cold and cough. “Our
mobile medical units did
not notice any coronavirus
symptoms in them,” he
said. 

So far, Madhya Pradesh
has recorded 873 cases and
53 deaths. As many as 64
persons, including 39 from
Indore, have recovered
from the illness. 

In a bid to contain the
coronavirus’ spread within
its ranks, the Indore police
have instructed personnel
to refrain from exchanging
equipment and arms — ba-
tons, ri#es and wireless
sets — with other personnel
after their duty hours.

Already, three of the
personnel, including a pol-
ice station in-charge, have
contracted the illness, pos-
sibly during duty hours. 

117 new virus
cases reported 
in Indore
Staff reporter

Bhopal

With the Ramganj locality in
Jaipur’s Walled City emerg-
ing as the biggest COVID-19
hotspot in Rajasthan, health
authorities here have shifted
their emphasis to sample
testing after dividing the af-
fected area into 30 clusters. 

Strict enforcement of the
curfew in the Walled City has
also slowed down the spread
of the virus.

Asymptomatic cases
Nearly 70% of the COVID-19
positive cases detected in
the Walled City are in the
asymptomatic category,
which eases the burden on
critical care facilities in hos-
pitals. In order to check
community transmission in
densely populated areas, lo-
cal MLAs and religious lead-
ers have been roped in to
convince the public to coop-
erate with health workers.

Principal Secretary, Ener-
gy Department, Ajitabh
Sharma, who acts as the no-

dal o!ce for Jaipur city, said
here on Wednesday that
since 321 of the positive cases
had been found in 13 clusters
with a population of 70,000,
they had been completely
sealed and intensive screen-
ing and sample testing start-
ed there. 

“No movement of resi-
dents will be allowed in
these clusters and essential
items will be delivered at
their doorsteps,” he said.

The $rst case in Ramganj

was reported on March 26,
when a 45-year-old man who
had returned from Oman on
March 12 tested positive. Af-
ter intense contact tracing, a
large number of his family
members and relatives were
detected as having been in-
fected with the virus and
shifted to isolation facilities.
Over 40 of them have since
recovered after treatment.

Two battalions of the Ra-
jasthan Armed Constabulary
(RAC) were deployed in

Ramganj on Wednesday to
assist the police force in en-
suring strict compliance
with the lockdown. The
lanes in the area were sealed
with barricades and barbed
wire fencing. With a total of
476 patients found in Jaipur
so far, the city accounts for
45.5% of the 1,046 COVID-19
positive cases detected in
the State. In view of the in-
creasing cases, Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot has given
instructions for identifying
more space at places like
educational institutions,
hostels and empty #ats of re-
sidential schemes for creat-
ing quarantine facilities.

Mr. Gehlot appealed to
the people of Jaipur to come
forward to be tested for the
infection. “Do not fear
anything. Among all the pos-
itive patients, many have re-
covered and [have been] dis-
charged from hospitals.
Thegovernment has provid-
ed all facilities in the hospi-
tals for treatment,” he
tweeted.

Rajasthan shifts focus to testing 
Health authorities have divided Jaipur’s Walled City into 30 clusters 

Taking no chances: A lane in the Walled City in Jaipur is sealed
with barbed wire on Wednesday. * ROHIT JAIN PARAS

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR 

Three persons including a
doctor were injured as a
crowd attacked a Health De-
partment team which went
to take samples for COVID-19
in the Nawabpura area of
Moradabad on Wednesday,
police said. The area was de-
clared a hotspot after one
person from the area passed
away on April 13 allegedly
because of the virus.

According to a Health De-
partment o!cial, a person
passed away on April 13 after
being tested positive for CO-
VID-19. 

“He was admitted to a
private hospital on April 8
for high fever and his sample
was taken on April 9. On

Wednesday, a team led by a
doctor went to take the sam-
ples of family members and
to take his brother, who had
become symptomatic, to in-
stitutional quarantine,” he
said. 

However, suddenly a
crowd stopped the ambu-
lance and pelted stones on
the vehicle and team mem-
bers “A doctor and a phar-
macist were injured. The
team members were heckled

and their PPE suits were torn
o". The four policemen who
went with the team had to
retreat. One of them was also
injured.”

A police team led by Supe-
rintendent of Police Amit
Anand had to rush with She-
har Imam Masoom Azad to
restore normalcy. Amit Path-
ak, Senior Superintendent of
Police, Moradabad, told re-
porters a crowd of around
150 people attacked the am-
bulance when the medical
team was taking the family of
the deceased for quarantine.
“We will identify the mis-
creants and take strict action
against them,” he said. 

Police sources said at least
a dozen, including 5 women,
were taken into custody. 

Doctor injured after crowd attacks o!cials 
A health team had gone to Moradabad to take samples for COVID-19 

Strict action: Policemen taking away men who were allegedly
involved in the attack in Moradabad on Wednesday. * PTI

Special Correspondent

Ghaziabad/LUCKNOW

The number of COVID-19
positive cases in Uttar Pra-
desh touched 727 on Wed-
nesday with the largest
chunk of the cases so far in
the State coming from the
21-40 age bracket, according
to the government.

The death toll climbed to
11, with fresh ones in Mora-
dabad, Kanpur and Agra,
said the State Directorate of
Health Services.

So far, deaths have been
recorded in Agra (4), Kan-
pur, Moradabad (2), Meerut,
Varanasi, Basti and
Bulandshahr.

A majority of the positive
cases, 46.5%, fall under the

21-40 age-group, said Amit
Mohan Prasad, Principal Se-
cretary, Health Department.
Another 26% fall under the
41-60 age-group, while 17%
were found among those
aged 0-20 and 10.5% among
the 60 and above.

However, Mr. Prasad said
all those who died in the
State had “links with co-
morbidity or old-age.” To
study the deaths due to CO-
VID-19, the government had
formed a committee, said
Mr. Prasad. The $ndings
would help the hospitals in
pinpointing the shortcom-
ings during treatment.

Meanwhile, the number
of samples tested in Uttar
Pradesh went up to 19,506.

Majority of positive cases
in U.P. in 21-40 age group 
Number of cases in State touches 727 
special correspondent

LUCKNOW

The Madhya Pradesh go-
vernment on Wednesday
rescinded an order convert-
ing the Bhopal Memorial
Hospital and Research
Centre (BMHRC) into a CO-
VID-19 dedicated facility,
which denied healthcare to
the 1984 gas tragedy survi-
vors there. 

The decision comes after
$ve survivors, four su"ering
from respiratory ailments
and one of cancer, died of
the illness in Bhopal in the
past 10 days. The ailments
made them more suscepti-
ble to COVID-19 and they
were left with no other sup-
er speciality government-

run hospital after BMHRC
was taken over to combat
the pandemic. Four of them
could not even be tested for
the illness before they died. 

The Indian Council of
Medical Research-run hos-
pital was taken over by the
State government on March
23, and later handed over to
the district administration
on March 28. “Both the or-
ders stand rescinded with
immediate e"ect,” wrote
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai, Com-
missioner, Public Health
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment, in an order. 

The facility’s laboratory,
however, will be used for
testing samples, he clari-
$ed. 

Hospital handed back
to Bhopal gas a!ected
All "ve to die of virus were survivors
Staff reporter

Bhopal

The Ahmedabad Civil Hos-
pital has reportedly segre-
gated wards of COVID-19
patients along religious
lines. The Health Depart-
ment, however, has strong-
ly rebutted the reports. 

O!cials of the hospital
are tight-lipped after local
media reported the issue,
but insiders said the deci-
sion was taken after a large
number of cases were re-
ported from a cluster of a
religious gathering in Del-
hi. In a tweet, the Health
Department strongly re-
butted the report. Patients
were kept in di"erent
wards based on their medi-
cal condition, it said. 

A doctor, who spoke on
the condition of anonymi-
ty, said that certain pa-
tients were not comforta-
ble being in the same ward
with patients of the minor-
ity community. 

‘No separation
of cases on
religious lines’
Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD 

Out of work since the na-
tionwide lockdown was an-
nounced and with no means
of travelling back to their vil-
lages, hundreds of migrant
workers living on the Yamu-
na #oodplain near Kashm-
ere Gate said that for over a
week now, they had been
surviving on one meal a day.

With the mercury touch-
ing 40 degrees on Wednes-
day, the workers sat in
groups, some huddling be-
neath trees while others
were beneath a #yover over
the river. “Social distanc-
ing”, as advised by authori-
ties, was a concept “beyond
imagination” for them, the
workers said.

‘No soap’
Mohammad Shadab, a na-
tive of Bulandshahr in Uttar
Pradesh said, “We have
been here since the lock-
down was announced. We
get food once a day and that
too from the nearby gurd-
wara. Authorities are saying
maintain distance and wash
hands regularly. How do
they expect us to do that?
We do not even have soap
here and cannot even take a
proper bath. What hygiene
will we be able to
maintain?”

Following media reports
on the issue, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, on Wed-
nesday evening, in a tweet
claimed that arrangements
had been made for the
workers and that orders to
shift them out immediately,
had been passed.

“There is no shortage of
food or shelter facilities. If

anyone is hungry or home-
less, then do let us know,”
the tweet added.

‘Thrashed by police’
Approximately four km
from the CM’s residence,
hidden behind rows of
greenery, the labourers
waiting on the #oodplains,
however, complained that
they were often “thrashed”
by police personnel and
made to shift from one loca-
tion to another.

Mangal, 45, a native of
Jharkhand said, “The cops
keeps thrashing us and ask
us to move from one place
to another. Earlier, we had
been pushed to the corner
of the banks. In two weeks,
we moved bit by bit and
have reached this particular
spot. Things worsened since
the scu%e that took place at
Kashmere Gate last
Saturday.”

Utkarsh Goswami, 32, a
native of Uttarakhand, who
used to work in restaurants
here, said, “People are talk-
ing about the threat of the
virus. But hunger will kill us
even before the virus is able
to reach us. ”

Hundreds surviving on one meal a day
Shinjini Ghosh

NEW DELHI

Migrant workers sheltering
under a !yover near the
Yamuna. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Workers stranded
on Yamuna bank 

On Wednesday, Mumbai re-
corded a decline in the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases and
deaths. Only two deaths
were recorded in the city,
taking the death toll to 114.
The city also recorded 140
new cases taking the tally to
1,896.

On April 12, the number of
deaths in Mumbai was 16, on
April 13 the number was 9
and on April 14 it was 11. The
number of cases on these
days was 152, 242 and 216
respectively. 

‘Too early’
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation o!cials said it
was too early to read into the
statistics. “We are all work-
ing to reduce the mortality
but as of now it is too early to
look at any trend,” said

Daksha Shah, Deputy Execu-
tive Health O!cer, BMC.

A 65-year-old woman with
diabetes and hypertension
and a 50-year-old woman
with no underlying condi-
tions were the two fatalities
reported by the BMC. Both
the women had succumbed

at the Kasturba Hospital on
Tuesday. A 55-year-old man
from Dharavi who had tested
positive succumbed on Wed-
nesday, but his death was yet
to be updated by the civic
body.

With a new strategy that
calls for testing of only symp-

tomatic people, the number
of cases may show a decline
in the city. 

The only exceptions will
be pregnant women, pa-
tients of dialysis, chemothe-
rapy and healthcare workers
exposed to COVID-19 pa-
tients, who will be tested

even if they are asymptomat-
ic. A task force appointed by
the State has been asked to
put all their focus on reduc-
ing the mortality. 

“Based on the inputs we
get from senior doctors on
the task force, we will formu-
late protocols to reduce the

deaths,” said Subhash Sa-
lunkhe, Technical Adviser to
Maharashtra on pandemic
control. 

At present, the city has
nominated six hospitals as
critical care hospitals for CO-
VID-19. These are Nanavati,
St. George, Saifee, Wock-

hardt, HBT Trauma Care and
Seven Hills Hospitals.

Nurse assaulted 
A nurse at the civic-run
Cooper Hospital was alleged-
ly assaulted by a pregnant
woman on Wednesday. In
protest, the nurses stopped
work and gathered outside
the hospital. No FIR was re-
gistered. 

According to the hospital’s
dean, Pinakin Gujjar, the
pregnant woman had come
to the hospital assuming that
she was in labour. But the
doctors examined and told
her that she was not in la-
bour. They, however, ad-
vised her to get admitted.
The patient did not want to
get admitted for fear of CO-
VID-19. “Since the procedure
for discharge against medi-
cal advice was taking a long
time, she got irritated and
slapped a nurse,” said Dr.
Gujjar. The nurses said the
hospital management had
failed to provide them with
enough security. 

Mumbai records two deaths, 140 more test positive 
Maximum city
reports a fall in
numbers

Special correspondent

Mumbai

Frayed tempers: Sta" of Cooper Hospital in Mumbai protesting after one of them was allegedly
beaten up by relatives of a patient on Wednesday. * VIJAY BATE

Dharavi reported its eighth
death and $ve new cases on
Wednesday, bringing the total
to 60. The deceased is an
earlier reported case who had
attended the Nizamuddin
Markaz and later tested
positive. The new cases are
from Mukund Nagar, an area
that makes up for one-fourth
of Dharavi’s cases.

Two people from among

the several Dharavi
residents who had attended
the Markaz and were placed
under quarantine started
displaying symptoms earlier
this month. On April 10,
they were moved to Sion
hospital where they were
tested positive. One of them,
a 55-year-old man, lived
opposite Dr. Baliga Nagar, a
COVID-19 hotspot. He
passed away at Sion Hospital
on Wednesday. 

Dharavi death toll rises to
8 amid "ve fresh cases
staff reporter

Mumbai 
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According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), the 
Organisation of  the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC+) 
plus might face sharp demand fall due to a recent surge in crude 
oil production from the countries like USA, Norway, and 
Guyana. 
 
The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are termed as 
OPEC plus countries. 
OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, 
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan and 
Sudan. 
The Organization of  the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
is a permanent, intergovernmental organization, created at the 
Baghdad Conference in 1960, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, and Venezuela. 
It aims to manage the supply of  oil in an effort to set the price of  
oil in the world market, in order to avoid fluctuations that might 
affect the economies of  both producing and purchasing 
countries. 
It is headquartered in Vienna, Austria. 
OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial 
exporter of  oil and which shares the ideals of  the organization. 
Gabon terminated its membership in January 1995. However, it 
rejoined the Organization in July 2016. 
As of  2019, OPEC has a total of  14 Member Countries viz. Iran, 
Iraq, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates(UAE), Saudi Arabia, 
Algeria, Libya, Nigeria, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Republic of  
Congo, Angola, Ecuador and Venezuela are members of  OPEC. 
International Energy Agency 
 
The International Energy Agency (IEA) is an autonomous 
organisation which works to ensure reliable, affordable and 
clean energy. 
It was established in the wake of  1973 (set up in 1974) oil crisis 
after the OPEC cartel had shocked the world with a steep 
increase in oil prices. 
It is headquartered in Paris, France 
The IEA has four main areas of  focus, i.e. 4Es: 
Energy security, 
Economic development, 
Environmental awareness and 
Engagement worldwide. 
India became an associate member of  the International Energy 
Agency in 2017. 
Mexico officially became the International Energy Agency’s 30th 
member country in February 2018, and its first member in Latin 
America.
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COVID-19

Before Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi extended the
lockdown till May 3, West
Bengal had already an-
nounced the extension of a
“lockdown with a humane
face”. However, Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar has
raised objections to the “Ben-
gal model of lockdown”.
Edited excerpts:

The Bengal government
talked of a lockdown with a
‘humane face’. On the other
hand, you have asked the
Chief Minister to hold
o!cials accountable for any
violation of social distancing
and gatherings. Do you
favour a more severe
lockdown?
! In the State, lockdown en-
forcement is critically com-
promised and as per ground
reality, it is about 70%. The
Ministry of Home A!airs’
(MHA) communication re-
"ected on the dilution of
lockdown, religious gather-
ings under the very nose of
the administration, and
compromising social dis-
tancing in markets. It re"ects
the ground reality. I have
urged the Chief Minister to
hold o#cials accountable.
For reasons I cannot $gure
out and in de$ance of consti-
tutional prescriptions, she
[Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee] continues to be in
‘lockdown mode’ with the
Governor. This incommuni-
cado stance cannot be coun-
tenanced constitutionally.
Looking at the sensitivity of
the situation and the need
for togetherness in $ghting
against COVID-19, I am yield-
ing to expediency and over-
looking this grave lapse.

Lockdown has no severe
execution. To be e!ective,
social distancing has to be
100% and anything less than

that can have disastrous im-
pact. The cascading impact
of the Nizamuddin episode is
an eye-opener. 

The CM is projecting only
her political face all through.
I have urged her to disable
her political antenna, avoid
focus on vote bank politick-
ing and act in concert with
the Central government’s
take on the corona pandem-
ic. Lockdown enforcement
unfortunately has a political
angle and religious congre-
gations are tacitly allowed.

You have questioned West
Bengal’s record of testing
very few people for
COVID-19. Let me quote some
"gures Trinamool leader
Derek O’Brien shared on
Twitter — ‘More than 65
hospitals have been set up in
the districts, over 5,000 safe
homes or quarantine centres
where 50,000 people are
quarantined. But until two or
three weeks back, Bengal
had received 40 testing kits.’ 
! The testing and sharing of
information are a cause for
serious concern. Very low le-
vel of testing is being done.
Information as regards CO-
VID-19 deaths is controlled.

In the $rst week of April,
there were no bulletins for

three days in a row. The
enormity of the situation can
be gauged from the fact that
at one time, an expert com-
mittee held the number of
deaths as seven but within
minutes, the Chief Secretary
brought it down to three by
addressing another press
conference. There is no con-
$dence in the information
being fed by the State. The
situation is alarming.

Six hospitals in Kolkata
and Howrah are shut as doc-
tors and patients tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus. Ov-
er 300 health warriors in
these hospitals are quaran-
tined. According to the Na-
tional Institute of Cholera
and Enteric Diseases
(NICED), there are adequate
number of testing kits. Un-
fortunately, available kits are
not being used and testing in
adequate numbers is not tak-
ing place.

ICMR NICED is best
equipped but adequate sam-
ples for testing were not be-
ing given to it only because it
is a Central body. This is a
grave lapse and we cannot
play like this with the lives
and welfare of the people.

You have made some serious
charges against the Mamata
Banerjee government here.
Were they the basis of the
MHA’s communication to the
State?
I am never on charges. I only
indicate the ground reality
which is available to me on
account of my very extensive
interactions. The people
have a deep sense of worry
and concern. They have ta-
ken the Home Ministry’s
communication as a timely
warning. They are relieved
by the concern shown by the
Centre. As regard my input
to the Union Home Ministry,
I don’t discuss that in the
media. 

INTERVIEW | JAGDEEP DHANKHAR 

‘Social distancing has to
be 100% during lockdown’
Bengal Governor says CM is in ‘lockdown mode’ with him

<> I have urged her [Ms.
Banerjee] to disable
her political
antenna, avoid focus
on vote bank
politicking 

Sandeep Phukan 

The Centre on Wednesday
asked the States to ramp up
testing among vulnerable
groups in the 353 districts
that have not reported any
COVID-19 cases so far.

The ‘una!ected’ districts
need to be under enhanced
surveillance for in"uenza-
like illnesses (ILI) and severe
acute respiratory illness (SA-
RI), the Centre said. It re-
commended that the ILI and
SARI cases be tested, and
asked the States to make
preparations to set up dedi-
cated COVID care centres,
health centres and hospitals
in these districts as well.

Cabinet Secretary Rajiv
Gauba held a video-confe-
rence with the Chief Secre-
taries and Directors-General
of Police of all the States on
Wednesday where a presen-
tation on ‘COVID-19 Contain-
ment Measures’ was shared.
The States were also in-

formed about the revised
guidelines issued by the
Home Ministry that need to
be implemented from April
20 to give relief to speci$ed
sections of people from the
lockdown that has been ex-
tended to May 3. The Centre
used the presentation to reit-
erate its recommendation
that hydroxychloroquine
(HCQ) be administered to
“health workers in the $eld

and those working in hospi-
tals” as the number of CO-
VID-19- a!ected patients has
crossed the 11,000 mark.

Emphasis was also laid on
ensuring that “personal pro-
tection of health workforce
is of prime importance and
su#cient stock of PPE/N95
masks etc. to be made availa-
ble in the districts” in accor-
dance with the guidance on
the rational use of personal

protective equipment (PPE).
The Centre said that in

severe cases where health-
care professionals were in-
fected, the patients “should
be treated with HCQ in the
prescribed dose”. 

The Union Health Minis-
try has repeatedly cautioned
that HCQ is only for the spec-
i$c use of healthcare work-
ers and that it has “side
e!ects”.

Potential hotspot
The Centre noted that while
there were 170 districts de-
$ned as “hotspots” or red
zones, there were another
“207 districts that have re-
ported cases and could be a
potential hotspot”. It asked
the States to undertake “pre-
emptive action for cluster
containment in all these
districts”.

A senior State government
o#cial, who attended the
meeting, said they had been
given a “tutorial” on the road

map as the States would have
to chalk out a strategy to im-
plement the guidelines.
“States cannot be more liber-
al than the Centre, instead
we will be stricter but some
relief ought to be given to pe-
ople to earn a livelihood,”
said the o#cial. “Inter-State
movement, however, is
strictly opposed at this
stage,” the o#cial added.

The “hotspots” have been
divided into two categories
—123 districts with “large
outbreaks” and 47 districts
classi$ed as “clusters”. A dis-
trict could be excluded from
the hotspot category if no
cases were reported there in
the last 28 days. The “large
outbreak” category was de-
$ned as those districts re-
porting more than 15 cases
that may not be epidemio-
logically linked and where
“localised increase” in CO-
VID-19 cases occurred within
a de$ned geographic area —
a village, town, or city.

Centre asks States to ramp up testing 
The government has sought testing of vulnerable groups in 353 districts that are yet to report a case

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

Speci!c guidelines: The Centre has asked the States to 
open COVID care centres and hospitals. 

The National Legal Servic-
es Authority (NALSA) has
said that as many as 11,077
undertrials have been re-
leased from prisons nation-
wide as part of the mission
to decongest jails following
the COVID-19 pandemic.

NALSA said it had been
providing assistance to pri-
soners who were eligible to
be released on parole or in-
terim bail under the re-
laxed norms, through its
panel lawyers.

“In most of the cases,
their bail applications are
being $led through legal
aid counsel. Similarly, ne-
cessary assistance is being
provided to the convicts.
Till now, responses re-
ceived from 232 districts
re"ect that around 11,077
undertrials and 5,981 con-
victs have been released,”
NALSA said.

11,077 freed
from prisons,
says NALSA 
Staff Reporter

New Delhi

The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
processed around 2.88 lakh
applications for withdrawal
of advance by subscribers
under the special scheme
during the pandemic, while
just under 2 lakh were being
scrutinised for de$ciencies,
according to EPFO o#cials
on Wednesday.

However, the EPFO O#c-
ers’ Association has raised
concerns about the automat-
ic online processing system
and the lack of sta! for the
manual scrutiny. 

After the announcement
by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on March 26 as
part of the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Yojana, the EP-
FO rolled out the online ap-
plication for non-refundable
advance on March 29. A sub-

scriber can apply for with-
drawal of 75% of their ac-
count balance or three
months’ of their salary.

“As of today [Wednes-
day], 2.88 lakh claims have
been settled and %774 crore
disbursed under COVID-19
claims. Now less than 2 lakh
claims are under various
stages of processing depend-
ing upon the level of de$-
ciencies noticed during
scrutiny,” said EPFO CEO
and Central PF Commission-

er Sunil Barthwal.
According to EPFO o#-

cials as well as a statement
last week, the applications
that are fully KYC (know
your customer) compliant
are being settled automati-
cally within three working
days. The applications that
have de$ciencies are being
checked manually at $eld of-
$ces to prevent over-pay-
ment or fraudulent pay-
ments, an o#cial said.

The EPFO O#cers’ Asso-
ciation has raised concerns
about the auto and manual
modes of processing. In a
letter to Mr. Barthwal on
April 11, it said there were
“arbitrary preconditions”
for auto-settlement of
claims, including "agging PF
accounts as ‘suspect’ based
on certain transactions and
putting a limit of %45,000 on
the claim amount. 

O!cers allege ‘arbitrary preconditions’ for settlement 

Damini Nath

NEW DELHI 

Fewer than 2 lakh claims 
are under various stages 
of processing. 

Concern over automatic
processing of EPF claims 

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday urged healthcare
workers $ghting the corona-
virus to dial government
helpline numbers with their
complaints and grievances.

Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta told a Bench, led by
Justice N.V. Ramana, that
control rooms were daily
monitoring the work condi-
tions of the healthcare
workers. 

“The Solicitor-General
submits that the govern-
ment has already set up hel-
pline numbers/control
rooms, and it is monitoring
the position on a day-to-day

basis. In view of the above,
we grant liberty to the peti-
tioners to make complaint
regarding their grievance on
the helpline numbers/con-
trol rooms created/set up by
the Government of India,”
the court said.

The short order was
based on a petition $led by
the 3.8 lakh-strong United
Nurses Association, a Kera-
la-based organisation. The
association said the govern-
ment had not formulated
any national management
protocol for COVID-19 to ad-
dress the concerns over the
imminent and extreme risks
posed to the health and sa-
fety of medical personnel.

Dial govt. helplines, SC
tells health workers 
‘Work conditions being monitored’ 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI In the $rst such donation of
its kind, Russia’s State-
owned defence exports com-
pany Rosoboronexport has
committed $2million (%15.3
crore) to the newly set up
‘PM CARES Fund’, diplomat-
ic and government sources
con$rmed. The proposed
donation to the fund that has
been set up specially to assist
the government’s e!orts in
combating the COVID-19
pandemic, marks a signi$-
cant shift in India’s policy on
accepting contributions
from foreign government
owned companies. Thus far,
the government had been
only open to contributions

from “NRIs, PIOs and inter-
national entities such as
foundations”.

“The transfer is yet to be
made” the sources told The
Hindu on Tuesday, while
con$rming that Rosoboro-

nexport — Russia’s umbrella
group for all defence exports
and a subsidiary of the state-
owned defence manufactur-
ing company Rostec — had
indicated its intentions to
make then donation. The
$rm is the largest source of
India’s arms imports and is
set to supply defence equip-
ment including the S-400 air
defence systems, stealth fri-
gates and AK-203 assault ri-
"es. 

When asked if the dona-
tion would constitute a shift
from past practice, the Mi-
nistry of External A!airs de-
clined to comment. In Au-
gust 2018, the Indian
government had refused to
accept o!ers of aid from sev-
eral countries including the

United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Qatar and the Maldives dur-
ing the Kerala "oods. At the
time, the government had
said that it was committed to
meeting relief and rehabilita-
tion requirements “through
domestic e!orts”. “Contri-
butions to the Prime Minis-
ter's Relief Fund and the
Chief Minister's Relief Fund
from NRIs, PIOs and interna-
tional entities such as foun-
dations would, however, be
welcome," the MEA spokes-
person had added. 

On March 28, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi launched
Prime Minister’s Citizen As-
sistance and Relief in Emer-
gency Situations (PM-
CARES) Fund, putting aside
the ‘Prime Minister’s Nation-

al Relief Fund (PMNRF)’. Mr.
Modi had made a personal
appeal on social media and
directed Indian missions to
invite contributions for the
fund. “What has been an-
nounced is that the PM
CARES fund will simply ac-
cept donations and contribu-
tions from individuals and
organisations that are based
in foreign countries,” go-
vernment sources said in a
statement, and referred
again to the 2018 decision to
only accept foreign dona-
tions from Indians living
abroad, NRIs, international
foundations and UN agen-
cies. As a result, the dona-
tion o!er from Rosoboronex-
port is a departure from
precedent for New Delhi. 

Russian !rm to donate $2 mn to PM CARES 
The donation would be a "rst as India has so far not taken funds from foreign state-run entities

The !rm is set to supply the
S-400 air defence systems.

Suhasini Haidar 
Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI

The National Hawkers Fed-
eration, the National Coali-
tion for Inclusive and Sus-
tainable Urbanisation and
a group of activists, aca-
demics and lawyers on
Wednesday, in a state-
ment, condemned the re-
ported “discrimination
against Muslim vendors”
during the lockdown.

It demanded that the go-
vernment carry out aware-
ness campaigns against
discrimination, explaining
the contribution of the
vendors during the
pandemic.

Activists decry 
discrimination
against vendors 
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI 

India will facilitate the re-
patriation of 180 Pakistani
nationals stranded here be-
cause of the lockdown,
sources said on Wednes-
day. This is the $rst time in
recent weeks that India has
made the special gesture
for Pakistan’s citizens. 

“The Ministry of Exter-
nal A!airs is facilitating the
return of foreign nationals
now in India to their coun-
tries. These include those
of Pakistan. We under-
stand from the High Com-
mission of Pakistan that 18
of their nationals presently
in India want to go back,”
said a source who is coordi-
nating the issue. 

The o#cial said 40 citi-
zens would cross the Wa-
gah border on Thursday,
and the rest would follow
soon. 

180 stranded
Pakistanis to
be sent back 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

About S-400 Air Defence System: 
It was deployed in 2007 in Russian Army. 
It is among the best air defence systems. 
It is based on a multifunctional system that can drop 
missiles at different speeds. 
It can target aircrafts (up to 5th generations), cruise 
and ballistic missiles by supersonic and hypersonic 
missiles of  the system. 
It can address the incoming targets at a range of  400 
kms and a height of  30-40 kms. 
It can neutralise 36 targets at one time in the range of  
400 kms. 
Its radar detection system has a range of  600kms and 
can target 100-300 targets. 
It has 12 launchers equipped with missiles which can 
be launched within 5 minutes. 
The S-400 Air Defence System will give India the 
power to secure its land and air boundaries. Its unique 
system makes it indispensable against Pakistan and 
China and will also protect it from there nuclear 
threats. Its deployment in a way makes it impossible 
for enemy missiles to enter Indian air space. 
India will be able to secure a nearly 4000 km long 
boundary line with China. It will be easy to track 
activities of  Chinese army in Tibet. 
India can track activities of  Pakistani Air Force in 
Afghanistan. Its system will cover Pakistan’s entire air 
base.
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The basic dharma pertaining to human life is found in the
Vedas and the Vedas are the very life breath of the Supreme
Brahman. The Vedas merely state, ‘Speak the Truth. Don’t
speak untruth. Don’t harm anyone in thought, word or
deed. Honour mother, father and teacher as equal to God.
Don’t do anything that goes against the sastras. Uphold
dharma and don’t swerve from this path.’ Apart from these
commands on good conduct speci!ed in the Vedas, there
are no precise indications about how dharma is to be upheld
in de!nite situations or individual actions. Nor is there any
exact de!nition of adharma, pointed out Sri B. Sundarku-
mar in a discourse. 

But a detailed exposition on the nuances of right conduct
and behaviour and on adharma is to be found in the texts on
dharma sastras known as Smritis. These have been written
by those who are well versed in the Vedas and have thought
about the deep insights from various angles to explain their
essence. Moreover, there are many practical illustrations of
the ethical code in the context of the narratives in the Pura-
nas and the Itihasas. It is shown that abiding by the rules of
right conduct and avoiding the wrong path which results in
sin and punishment is mandatory for all. The law is clear
that each individual is answerable to his deeds good or bad.
The sinful life led by Ajamila brings the messengers of Yama
to his deathbed. In the case of Ravana, when he threatens Si-
ta in Asoka Vana, Sita refers to his adharma of coveting
another’s wife is enough to eclipse all his meticulous obser-
vance of samskaras and sastras. Ravana is known for his aus-
tere penance and his devotion to Siva. Following outward
samskaras cannot absolve anyone of the sins that one com-
mits. The emphasis is on good conduct and purity of mind. 
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Lessons on good conduct 3 International language papers

note horri!c assassination of

President (9)

4 Mother I feel off, unhappy

despite my best efforts

(3,3,4,2,2)

6 Storybook, a pictorial

featuring African animal (5)

7 Admirer welcomes bachelor

leaving group to perform a

lively Spanish dance (8)

8 First class seat in dock for

passenger (8)

9 Guess this means someone’s

been murdered at night?

(1,4,2,3,4)

15 Weakened son facing

destitution and ruin accepts

bribe !nally (9)

16 Am so happy !lling a tramp’s

stomach (8)

17 Foolish nonsense! Turn down

lousy role (8)

19 Shout to attract attention of

everyone in band, not softly

(6)

20 Knocking back drink, group

rises and cheers (6)

22 Celebrate with old group on

retirement (5)

12 Dinar hit all-time low (5)

13 Ruffians, largely violent,

rioting in gaols (9)

14 Visible apprehension about

plot to trap leader of

insurgents (2,5,5)

18 Bombshells going round

substandard party give vent to

emotions (4,3,5)

21 Brief write-up created about

stony coral (9)

23 Associate involved in escapade

around South African village

(5)

24 Reckoning to catch model and

scoundrel in bed (7)

25 Small ring found in a tunnel

(7)

26 Maiden languorously embraces

trainee in a gentle manner (6)

27 Essentially nasty juvenile

!ghts in run-down parts of

town (4,4)

! DOWN

1 Removing clip in hairpiece (6)

2 Losing head, rebel abducts

traditional Irish princess in

legend (6)

(set by Dr. X)

! ACROSS

1 Total loss immediately

detected by auditors (5-3)

5 Sentimental drivel by female in

an excited state leads to

blunder (4-2)

10 Ladylike to hold a little

scented "ower (7)

11 Small container at hand lacks a

wrench (7)
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The Congress government in
Rajasthan has launched mas-
sive e"orts for supplying
cooked food and dry rations
to the poor and destitute, be-
sides ensuring food security
for migrant labourers strand-
ed in several towns after be-
ing deprived of their liveli-
hood during the lockdown,
which has been extended till
May 3. The allocations were
made from a package an-
nounced at the start of
lockdown.

Chief Minister Ashok Geh-
lot’s much-publicised assu-
rance that “no one will go to
bed hungry” has prompted
the administration in several
districts to devise their own
strategies for extending relief
to poor and marginalised pe-
ople. From ‘Jan Sambal kits’
in Udaipur and ‘Janata Rasoi
Kendra’ in Bikaner to the
‘wheat bank’ in Kota, the ef-
forts have brought two
square meals a day to the
hungry.

Mr. Gehlot, who had an-

nounced a #2,000-crore
package for supporting dis-
advantaged people on March
23, said over a video confe-
rence with journalists here
that one lakh food packets
were being distributed every
day in Jaipur alone. The
package is expected to bene-
!t 1.41 crore families in the
State.

Residents of slum colonies
in Jaipur’s Jhalana institu-

tional area as well as labour-
ers from Bihar, Uttar Pra-
desh, Odisha and West
Bengal residing in the Sitapu-
ra and Ramchandrapura in-
dustrial areas are among the
bene!ciaries of the State go-
vernment’s relief measures.
After a survey by the Labour
Department found 10,000
industrial labourers in the ci-
ty, the administration start-
ed supplying 5,000 kits of

dry rations to them.
Auto rickshaw driver

Dhanraj Mali, 48, sitting at
home without work during
the lockdown, told The Hin-

du that the food assistance
received from the govern-
ment was the only source of
sustenance for his family of
six. Labourer Afroz Alam, 35,
from Bihar’s Kaimur district,
who has been rendered job-
less, said he could not leave

the city when the lockdown
was enforced, and that he
was getting food from Wo-
men & Child Department’s
van twice a day.

Help from donors
Government o$cials taking
the pick-up trucks to di"e-
rent localities in the State
capital said the food packets
were arranged mostly with
the help of donors and insti-
tutions. “We try to !nd the
people not covered in the so-
cial security schemes and
give them food. This is not
just a government action...
We as individuals are also in-
volved. We derive [an] im-
mense satisfaction,” an o$-
cial said.

In Udaipur district, the
mammoth task of providing
food to everyone is per-
formed by preparing long
lists and matching them with
distress calls received at the
helpline. District Supply Of-
!cer Jyoti Kakwani said free
kits are being supplied to
needy families at their door-
step — they comprised 10 kg

of wheat %our, 3 kg of pulses,
200 ml oil and 1 kg of salt,
which was su$cient for a
fortnight.

The “wheat bank” esta-
blished in Kota district’s Kan-
was block is supported by
the farmers harvesting their
Rabi crops, who have contri-
buted a portion of their pro-
duce. Sub-Divisional O$cer
Rajesh Daga said 114 quintals
of wheat was so far stored for
!ve villages and the commit-
tees headed by Sarpanches
had been authorised to iden-
tify the bene!ciaries of the
bank.

While the P.B.M. Govern-
ment Hospital’s Help Com-
mittee in Bikaner is assisting
the district administration in
the preparation of nutritious
food at a community kitch-
en, Congress leaders Sub-
hash Maharia in Sikar and
Maqbool Mandelia in Churu
have mobilised resources in
their constituencies to sup-
plement the government’s
relief e"orts. Both of them
had lost in the 2019 Lok Sab-
ha elections.

Meal plan: Rajasthan govt. works to !ght hunger
District administrations identify those not covered by social security schemes and reach out to them with rations
Mohammed Iqbal

Jaipur

Timely aid: Government o!cials distributing food to the needy in Jaipur. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Army has asked all serv-
ing personnel to download
and use the Aarogya Setu
application with precau-
tions until the novel corona-
virus outbreak lasts. 

It has also advised vete-
rans and their families to
use the application, re-
leased by the government
for contact-tracing and dis-
semination of advisories. 

The personnel have been
asked to adhere to the exist-
ing cybersecurity policies
for the use of mobile phones
while using the application,
Army sources said on Wed-
nesday. 

As part of the precau-
tions, the personnel have
been advised not to use the
application on o$ce pre-
mises, and in operational
areas and sensitive loca-
tions. 

An Army source said the
personnel should not dis-
close their service identity,
including rank and appoint-

ment, and the contact list of
the user should not contain
any reference to rank, ap-
pointment or service.

The location services and
Bluetooth should be
switched on only when they
are visiting public places,
managing “isolation
centres”, are called to assist
the civil authorities or mov-
ing out of cantonments and
military stations for essen-
tial administrative duties,
the source said. The mobile
operating system must be
updated and an anti-virus
application installed.

Army asks personnel
to use Aarogya Setu app
They were told not to disclose identity
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Aarogya Setu app is
used to issue advisories.

More than 50,000 Civil De-
fence volunteers are work-
ing at the grassroots level in
various roles and capacities
to assist the local administra-
tion in implementing the
measures to contain the
spread of COVID-19.

“The Central government
has made budgetary provi-
sions under the State Disas-
ter Relief Fund and asked
the State governments to
procure as many personal
protective equipment as
they want for use by the de-
ployed workers,” said a se-
nior Civil Defence o$cial.

Civil Defence personnel
have been deployed in all
the States and most Union
Territories, barring Ladakh,
Daman & Diu, and Pudu-
cherry. Rajasthan, Karnata-
ka, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi, Uttarakhand and As-
sam have taken the lead in
using their services, the o$-
cial said.

The volunteers have been
deployed under the com-
mand of District Magistrates
to assist the local administra-
tion in implementing the
COVID-19 guidelines and
policies e"ectively. “As they
are from within the com-
munity, they are extending
the policies, facilities and
services of the government
up to the block level,” said
the o$cial.

The Civil Defence person-
nel are supplementing the
local administration in con-

ducting surveillance of sus-
pected and con!rmed CO-
VID-19 cases. They have
been working as rapid res-
ponse teams. 

“The volunteers are also
manning hunger helplines
and assisting elderly citi-
zens. They are helping in the
maintenance of essential
supplies, like packing and
home distribution of ration
and medicines,” the o$cial
said.

The volunteers are sup-
plementing health workers
and also carrying out com-

munity awareness drives on
social distancing and hy-
giene practices. Besides, are
they being roped in for dis-
tribution of PPEs, masks and
sanitisers and setting up
community kitchens and
shelters for migrant workers
and other stranded persons.

Civil Defence operates un-
der the Civil Defence Act and
associated rules and regula-
tions. The Act was amended
in 2009 and a noti!cation
was issued in 2010 to in-
clude disaster management
as an additional role.

Civil Defence volunteers
join containment e"orts
They have been deployed in all States and most UTs

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

Assembly line: Civil Defence volunteers packing essential
supplies for distribution. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

The use of a “disinfectant
tunnel”, in which sodium hy-
pochlorite is sprayed to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19,
may give a false sense of se-
curity and cause harmful
side e"ects, the Postgrad-
uate Institute of Medical
Education and Research
(PGIMER), Chandigarh, has
said.

J.S Thakur, Chairman, CO-
VID-19 Prevention and IEC
Committee at PGIMER, said
that the tunnels are being set
up at crowded places like
malls, markets and o$ces
and it was initially believed
that the tunnel would work
as a mass disinfectant.

“The use of these tunnels
may give a false sense of se-

curity and may have adverse
health e"ects as sodium hy-
pochlorite has a lot of harm-
ful e"ects on the human bo-
dy. Although a 0.5% solution
of hypochlorite, which is
known as ‘Dakin solution’, is
used for disinfecting areas

contaminated with bodily
%uids, including large blood
spills, however, higher con-
centrations of sodium hypo-
chlorite (5%) exposure may
cause nasal and ocular irrita-
tion, sore throat and cough-
ing,” said Dr. Thakur in a

statement here. “Exposure
to stronger concentration
(10-15%) of hypochlorite can
cause serious damage to
multiple organs, including
burning pain, redness, swell-
ing and blisters, damage to
the respiratory tract as well
as the oesophagus, serious
eye damage, stomach ache,
a burning sensation, diar-
rhoea and vomiting,” he
added.

Dr. Thakur said that, ac-
cording to World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO), too, disin-
fectants will work on
surfaces, but not on the hu-
man body, and can also
harm people.

He said the use of disinfec-
tion tunnels is not recom-
mended as a prevention
measure.

‘Disinfectant tunnels can cause harm’
High concentrations of sodium hypochlorite constitute a health risk: PGIMER

Tunnel vision: People passing through a sanitisation tunnel at
Azadpur Mandi in New Delhi. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Chandigarh

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on
Wednesday asked the Centre
to issue an advisory to all
States and Union Territories
to implement the lockdown
without violating rights.

The NHRC said it had writ-
ten to the Union Home Mi-
nistry to issue an advisory or
standard operating proce-
dure for all public o$cials,
including police personnel,
to “behave in a sensible
manner with the people,
particularly those belonging

to vulnerable sections, res-
pecting human rights relat-
ing to their life, liberty and
dignity”.

The commission did not
specify a time frame for rep-
ly, but said it expected a res-
ponse “at the earliest”. The
direction came after one of
its special monitors and hu-
man rights activist, Maja Da-
ruwala, raised the issue of
public servants, including
the police, undermining the
rights of people, particularly
labourers, while implement-
ing the lockdown.

“Issuing the directions,

the commission has ob-
served that it appreciated
that government agencies
were sincerely working to
deal with the unprecedented
situation to !ght the spread
of COVID-19. However, it
found it appropriate to bring
the issues raised by the com-
plainant to the notice of the
Central government,” the
NHRC said in a statement.

Ms. Daruwala noted that
the police were doing many
“good things” and the recent
incident of a policeman’s
hand being chopped o"
while enforcing the lock-

down in Punjab was “unfor-
giveable”, the panel said. At
the same time, those police
o$cials who were “using
this time to be cruel and
harsh must be stopped,” it
added.

“Allegedly, those who are
illiterate and less informed,
mainly the poor labourers
and daily wages workers,
etc., are facing extreme di$-
culties due to shortage of
food and other facilities for
themselves and their fami-
lies. They can be asked to
stay o" the streets ... without
being cruel and abusive.”

NHRC asks Centre to protect rights 
Panel seeks advisory to States and Union Territories for the lockdown 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Directorate of Health
Services (DHS), Kashmir,
has stopped taking sam-
ples from potentially in-
fected persons in the Val-
ley after a senior health
o$cial bypassed directions
and diverted a Srinagar-
bound consignment of In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) allotted !ve
boxes, carrying 5,000 test
kits, to Jammu.

O$cial sources said the
alarm was raised by top
health o$cials in Srinagar
besides o$cials in-charge
of the COVID-19 crisis in
the Divisional Commis-
sioner’s o$ce when a car-
go plane arrived in Srina-
gar on Tuesday morning
and failed to deliver the
5,000 testing kits.

It was only following the
intervention of Chief Secre-
tary B.V.R. Subrahmanyam
that 4,000 test kits were
airlifted from Jammu to Sri-
nagar around 4 p.m. on
Tuesday. Sources said Ji-
tendra Mehta of the Na-
tional Health Mission, who
advises Divisional Commis-
sioner Pandurang K. Pole
on procurements, diverted
the testing kits to Jammu.
“It’s being looked into if it
was a goof-up or a deliber-
ate attempt,” an o$cial
said. Sources said the bun-
gling in the supply of kits
forced the DHS, Kashmir,
to stop taking swabs from
suspected COVID-19 cases
in the Valley. There is a
backlog of some 1,300
samples which are waiting
to be tested.

Test kits for
Valley moved 
to Jammu
Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

A medical camp for tribal
communities with special
emphasis on COVID-19
awareness was conducted
by Border Security Force
(BSF) personnel at
Kurkunda village deep

inside the Tulasi reserve
forest, a Maoist hotbed in
Swabhiman Anchal of
Odisha’s Malkangiri district
on Tuesday. The villagers
were given masks made by
tailors of the Company
Operation Base (COB) of 160
battalion of BSF. 

BSF conducts camp for tribes
Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR
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WORLD

Global e!orts to join forces
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic faltered on Wednes-
day after U.S. President Do-
nald Trump froze funding
for the World Health Organi-
zation, igniting a chorus of
criticism from world leaders
who urged solidarity in the
face of a crippling economic
crisis.

Mr. Trump’s shock move
came as a patchwork of
countries experiment with
loosening lockdown mea-
sures, ushering the planet in-
to a new and uncertain
phase of a pandemic that has
killed more than 1,25,000
people worldwide and in-
fected at least two million. 

In Europe, Denmark be-
came the "rst country on the
badly-hit continent to start
reopening schools, while
Finland lifted a travel block-
ade on the Helsinki region. 

Italy and Spain have also
allowed some businesses to
restart after signs both are "-
nally #attening the curve. 

But as governments
launch into delicate debates
of how to jump-start econo-
mies without triggering new
waves of infection, Mr.
Trump rattled e!orts at glo-
bal solidarity by ramping up
his blame-game with the
WHO and halting funds to
the agency. 

Fired back 
Leaders around the globe
"red back at the U.S. Presi-
dent, who initially down-
played the dangers of a virus
that has now killed more pe-
ople in the U.S. than any oth-
er country.

“There is no time to
waste,” WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said

on Twitter following Mr.
Trump’s decision, adding
that the organisation’s “sin-
gular focus is on working to
serve all people to save lives
and stop the COVID-19
pandemic”.

Mr. Trump also earned a

rebuke from UN chief Anto-
nio Guterres and billionaire
Bill Gates, who tweeted that
cutting funding was “as
dangerous as it sounds”.

Beijing, who has been the
focus of Mr. Trump’s "nger-
pointing for weeks, warned

the move would “undermine
the international coopera-
tion” at a “critical moment”
in the pandemic.

The European Union’s fo-
reign policy leader Josep
Borrell was similarly disap-
proving of a move he said

lacked any justi"cation,
while African Union chief
Moussa Faki Mahamat con-
demned Mr. Trump’s deci-
sion as “deeply regrettable”. 

The controversy erupted
as the world is trying to sof-
ten the blow of a looming
economic catastrophe,
which the International Mo-
netary Fund has said could
see $9 trillion wiped from
the global economy in the
worst downturn since the
1930s Great Depression.

Underlining the point, Eu-
rope’s powerhouse Germany
has been in recession since
March, the government said
Wednesday.

Economy contracts 
The virus-hit Chinese econo-
my probably contracted for
the "rst time in around three
decades in the "rst quarter,
according to an AFP poll of
economists.

With tentative hope the
pandemic could be past its
peak in some European hot-
spots, countries are gradual-
ly lifting restrictions – to
mixed reception.

Children started returning
to nurseries, kindergartens
and primary schools in parts
of Denmark, where other
measures, such as the clos-
ing of borders, bars, restau-
rants remained in place. 

Finland’s PM Sanna Marin
also lifted a travel ban in the
Helsinki region even as she
urged residents to continue
avoiding movement, saying
“now is not the right time to
go to the summer cottage”. 

Italy is allowing booksh-
ops, launderettes, stationers
and children’s clothing re-
tailers to reopen.

And Spain, which saw
another dip in its daily death
toll, has permitted work to
start some factories and con-
struction sites, though most
people remain under strict
stay-at-home measures. 

Trump under !re for attacking WHO
From UN to EU and the African Union, leaders slam U.S. President’s decision to halt funding to agency 

Agence France-Presse

Geneva

Another victory: Second World War veteran Ermando Piveta, 99, after his discharge from a
hospital in Brasilia, where he was treated for COVID-19, on Wednesday. * AFP

Some 10,000 frontline
health workers in Sri Lanka
are working tirelessly to ar-
rest the spread of COVID-19
that has a!ected 237 people
and claimed seven lives until
Wednesday. Partnering
them in their response to the
public health crisis is the Sri
Lankan military, playing ma-
ny roles from contact-trac-
ing to running quarantine
centres to distributing relief.

As soon as the Epidemiol-
ogy Unit of the Ministry of
Health hears from a desig-
nated laboratory of a posi-
tive case, its sta! activate
“case search” among the in-
fected person’s close con-
tacts, doctors attached to
the unit said. The “activa-
tion” essentially involves in-
forming the military and
State Intelligence Service im-
mediately, who then pro-
ceed to trace those who had
been in contact with the pa-
tient, and direct them to
quarantine, Dr. Deepa Gam-
age, Consultant Epidemiolo-
gist, told The Hindu.

Doctors underscore the
military’s e!orts in stepping
up the national response to
the pandemic. But they also
point to the public health
system’s track record and its
strengths particularly in pre-
ventive community medi-
cine that are proving valua-
ble at this time. 

Sri Lanka’s Health Minis-
try has earmarked ‘Medical
O$cer of Health’ (MOH)
areas across the island of 21
million, to provide preven-
tive health services at a com-
munity level, through a team
of medical o$cers, public
health nurses, health inspec-
tors and midwives. “It [MOH
area] was started in 1926 and
then expanded. So, we have
these networks and a system
in place, going back nearly a
century, especially in the

area of maternal and child
health care,” said Dr. Manuj
C. Weerasinghe, head of De-
partment of Community
Medicine, University of
Colombo.

Critics of militarisation 
If that is the case, does the
public health sector really
need military assistance to
combat COVID-19 now is a
question that critics of mili-
tarisation ask. Dr. Weeras-
inghe thinks it does. “A pan-
demic requires rapid action.
Military has the capacity and
the resources — they are able
to run quarantine centres
[the military runs 54
centres, say o$cial sources],
and maintain supply chains.
The public health sector
working hand-in-hand with
the military has shown re-
sults now, hasn’t it,” he said,
pointing to Sri Lanka’s rela-
tively low number of positive
cases, that sceptics attribute
to “low testing”. 

The military was o$cially
roped into Sri Lanka’s CO-
VID-19 response mid-March,
a week after the "rst local
tested positive. President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa set up a
‘National Operation Center
for Prevention of COVID- 19
Outbreak’ led by Army Com-
mander Shavendra Silva.

“Placing an army General
at the helm of the campaign
against the epidemic is as in-
ane as asking a medical doc-
tor with zero-military train-
ing to lead a war,” columnist

Tisaranee Gunasekara wrote
in Groundviews.org, a Co-
lombo-based civic media
portal. But, some Sri Lankan
leaders and their supporters
have repeatedly likened the
pandemic to a “war”, spark-
ing discomfort among sec-
tions — especially the Tamil
minority that bore the brunt
of the actual civil war.

Further, local media re-
ports have highlighted the
police and Army’s e!orts to
track down those reportedly
in hiding, and evading qua-
rantine. The Sunday Times
newspaper reported that the
State Intelligence Service is
leading the contact-tracing
e!ort that involves perusal
of immigration records and
data analysis. 

Meanwhile, the Acting In-
spector General of Police di-
rected the Criminal Investi-
gation Department to take
stern action against those
who spread false informa-
tion or launch “malicious at-
tacks on public servants” in-
volved in essential services,
raising concern over the
space for free expression.

It is not as if medical pro-
fessionals don’t have a say.
They play a key role in deci-
sion making and charting
out the action plan, senior
doctors in the public health
sector and outside the sys-
tem said. 

But when the future
course isn’t clear, many
questions emerge, said Dr.
R. Surenthirakumaran, at-
tached to the Department of
Community Medicine, Un-
iversity of Ja!na, referring
the economic problems and
the continuing curfew. 

“It is true that there are li-
mits to the capacity of public
health o$cials. The military
has the resources. But just
because they seem e$cient,
do we allow the military to
take charge?” he asked, ad-
ding: “this is not a war”. 

Sri Lanka’s military is helping health workers beat COVID-19

Meera Srinivasan

COLOMBO

Sri Lankan police personnel
distributing food in
Colombo. * AFP

Roping in Army to !ght virus

Pandemics have had great in-
#uence in shaping human so-
ciety and politics throughout
history. From the Justinian
Plague of sixth century to the
Spanish #u of last century,
pandemics have triggered
the collapse of empires, wea-
kened pre-eminent institu-
tions, created social uphea-
vals and brought down wars.
Here’s a look at some of the
deadliest pandemics and
how they in#uenced the
course of human history.

Justinian Plague
One of the deadliest pan-
demics in recorded history
broke out in the sixth centu-
ry in Egypt and spread fast to
Constantinople, which was
the capital of the Eastern Ro-
man (Byzantine) Empire.
The plague was named after
the then Byzantine Emperor
Justinian. The outbreak,
which spread from Constan-
tinople to both the West and
East, had killed up to 25 to
100 million people. The
plague hit Constantinople

when the Byzantine Empire
was at the pinnacle of its
power under Justinian’s
reign. The Empire had con-
quered much of the histori-
cally Roman Mediterranean
coast, including Italy, Rome
and North Africa.

The plague would come
back in di!erent waves, "nal-
ly disappearing in AD 750, af-
ter weakening the empire
substantially. As the Byzan-
tine Army failed to recruit
new soldiers and ensure mil-
itary supplies to battle-
grounds in the wake of the
spread of the illness, their
provinces came under at-
tack. By the time plague dis-
appeared, the Empire had
lost territories in Europe to
the Germanic-speaking
Franks and Egypt and Syria
to the Arabs.

Black Death
The Black Death, or pesti-
lence, that hit Europe and
Asia in the14th century was

the deadliest pandemic re-
corded in human history. It
killed some 75 to 200 million
people. The plague arrived
in Europe in 1347, where up
to 50% of the population
died of the disease. 

In the words of Stanford
historian Walter Scheidel,
pandemics are one of the
“four horsemen” that have
#attened inequality. The oth-
er three are wars, revolu-
tions and state failures. In his
book, The Great Leveller”,
Mr. Scheidel writes how the
Black Death led to improved

wages for serfs and agricultu-
ral labourers. “Land became
more abundant relative to la-
bour [after the death of mil-
lions of working people].
Landowners stood to lose,
and workers could hope to
gain,” he writes. In parts of
Europe, wages tripled as la-
bour demand rose. 

The most signi"cant im-
pact of the Black Death was
perhaps the weakening of
the Catholic Church. The
Church was as helpless as
any other institutions as the
plague spread like wild"re

across the continent, which
shook the people’s faith in
Church and the clergy. While
Church would continue to re-
main as a powerful institu-
tion, it would never regain
the power and in#uence it
had enjoyed before the out-
break of the plague. The
Protestant Reformation in
the 16th century would
further weaken the Church.

Spanish Flu
Spanish Flu, which broke out
during the last phase of First
World War, was the deadliest
pandemic of the last century
that killed up to 50 million
people. 

One of the major impacts
of the outbreak was on the
result of the war. Though the
#u hit both sides, the Ger-
mans and Austrians were af-
fected so badly that the out-
break derailed their
o!ensives. German General
Erich Ludendor! in his me-
moir, My War Memories,
1914-18, wrote that the #u
was one of the reasons for
Germany’s defeat. Germany

launched its Spring O!ensive
on the western front in
March 1918. By June and July,
the disease had weakened
the German units. The Ar-
mistice was signed on No-
vember 11, 1918 that ended
the War. But the #u conti-
nues to ravage parts of the
world for many more
months.

COVID-19
It’s too early to say how CO-
VID-19 would change the
world. But the outbreak has
seen countries, both demo-
cratic and dictatorial, impos-
ing drastic restrictions on pe-
ople’s movements. The
western world lies exposed
to the attack of the virus. Un-
employment rate in the U.S.
has shot up to the levels not
seen since the end of Second
World War. Governments
across the world, including
the U.S. administration, are
bee"ng up spending to stim-
ulate an economy that shows
signs of depression. Radical
changes, good or bad, are al-
ready unfolding.

How pandemics have changed the world
They have triggered the collapse of empires, weakened pre-eminent institutions, created social upheavals and ended wars

Past pandemics: Clerks at work at an o!ce in New York during
the Spanish Flu of 1918. * NYT

Stanly Johny 

NEWS ANALYSIS

Warren endorses 
Biden for President
WASHINGTON

Former White House hopeful
Elizabeth Warren on
Wednesday endorsed her
one-time rival Joe Biden,
becoming the final major
Democratic candidate to
publicly support his
presidential bid. The formal
backing from Ms. Warren
comes a day after former
President Barack Obama
endorsed Mr. Biden. AFP

ELSEWHERE

Germany arrests 5 Tajiks
for links to IS terror cell 
BERLIN

German police have arrested
five Tajik nationals on
suspicion that they belonged
to an Islamic State terror cell
planning attacks on U.S.
forces stationed in Germany,
prosecutors said on
Wednesday. Four of the
suspects were arrested after
raids at several apartments in
North Rhine-Westphalia.
Another suspect was held
earlier. AFP

Google said on Wednesday
it will launch an emergency
fund to help local news
outlets struggling to
maintain operations in the
face of the pandemic.

The internet giant gave
no speci"c "gure for its
fund, but said it would o!er
grants ranging from the
“low thousands of dollars”
for the smallest operations
to “low tens of thousands
for larger newsrooms.”

The move comes with
the media sector facing

deep cutbacks resulting
from lockdowns, an intense
economic slump and a
retrenchment in advertising
revenues that many news
outlets depend on.

The New York Times has
estimated that news outlets
have cut 28,000 jobs as a
result of the health crisis
and subsequent economic
impact.

Facebook on March 30
said it was donating $100
million to support news
organizations globally
hurting from the
coronavirus pandemic. 

Google launches
‘journalism relief fund’
Agence France-Presse

Washington

A 99-year-old Second
World War veteran in
Brazil was released from
hospital with military
honours on Tuesday after
recovering from the
coronavirus. Second
Lieutenant Ermando
Piveta, who served in the
Brazilian artillery in Africa
during the Second World
War, was brought out of
Brasilia’s Armed Forces
Hospital to trumpet music
and applause.

99-year-old 
war veteran
beats virus
Agence France-Presse

Bras!lia

In the six days after top Chi-
nese o$cials secretly deter-
mined they likely were fac-
ing a pandemic from a new
coronavirus, the city of Wu-
han, which was the epi-
centre of the disease, hosted
a mass banquet for tens of
thousands of people; mil-
lions began travelling
through for Lunar New Year
celebrations. 

President Xi Jinping
warned the public on the se-
venth day, January 20. But
by that time, more than
3,000 people had been in-
fected during almost a week
of public silence, according
to internal documents ob-
tained by AP and expert esti-
mates. 

But the delay by the "rst
country to face the new co-
ronavirus came at a critical
time — the beginning of the
outbreak. China’s attempt to
avoid panic set the stage for
a pandemic that has infected
almost 2 million people and
taken more than 1,25,000
lives. 

“If they took action six
days earlier, there would
have been much fewer pa-
tients and medical facilities
would have been su$cient.
We might have avoided the
collapse of Wuhan’s medical
system,” said Zuo-Feng
Zhang, an epidemiologist at
the University of California. 

Other experts noted that
the Chinese government
may have waited on warning
the public to stave o! hyste-
ria, and that it did act quickly
in private during that time. 

But the six-day delay by
China’s leaders in Beijing
came on top of almost two
weeks during which the na-
tional Center for Disease
Control did not register any
cases from local o$cials, in-
ternal bulletins obtained by

the AP con"rm. Yet during
that time, from January 5 to
January 17, hundreds of pa-
tients were appearing in hos-
pitals not just in Wuhan but
across the country. 

It’s uncertain whether it
was local o$cials who failed
to report cases or national
o$cials who failed to record
them. Under Mr. Xi, China’s
most authoritarian leader in
decades, increasing political
repression has made o$cials
hesitant to report cases with-
out a clear green light from
the top. “It really increased
the stakes for o$cials, which
made them reluctant to step
out of line,” said Daniel Mat-
tingly, a scholar of Chinese
politics at Yale. “It made it
harder for local o$cials to
report bad information.” 

China sat on pandemic news for 6 days 
Xi made it public on seventh day; by then, more than 3,000 had been infected

Xi Jinping

Associated Press

South Korean President
Moon Jae-in’s ruling party is
projected to win a general
election on Wednesday, exit
polls showed, as mask-wear-
ing voters cast their ballots
under strict precautions
against SARS-CoV-2.

The election was closely
watched around the world
as one of the "rst nationwide
votes since the epidemic be-
gan. The disease has caused
delays in many other politi-
cal calendars.

A ruling party majority in
Parliament would help Mr.
Moon to push through his
agenda in his "nal two years
in o$ce, with a looser "scal
policy aimed at creating
jobs, a higher minimum

wage and engagement with
North Korea his priorities.

Voters at some 14,000 dis-
infected polling stations
across the country had to
wear masks, have their tem-
peratures checked, use hand
sanitizer and plastic gloves
and maintain a safe distance
from others.

Voter Choi Sun-hwa told
Reuters she was initially ap-

prehensive about coming
out to vote because of the
virus.

“But having come here
and seen for myself, I felt it’s
good we voted as planned,
and people are taking grea-
ter precaution about dis-
tancing,” said Choi, 56, out-
side a Seoul polling station.

Mr. Moon’s progressive
camp is on track to secure
up to 177 seats in the 300-
member, single-chamber
Parliament. The main con-
servative party is expected
to win as many as 131 seats,
according to exit polls con-
ducted by TV networks.

South Korea’s largely suc-
cessful campaign against the
coronavirus has provided an
unlikely boon for Mr. Moon
and his party.

President Moon Jae-in’s ruling party is projected to win

Reuters

SEOUL

A woman casting her vote
for the elections at a booth
in Seoul. * AP

S. Koreans vote in national polls

Google’s and Facebook’s
advertising businesses,
which have roughly tripled
in combined size over the
past "ve years, may be
headed for a rare stumble
as the pandemic pushes
the global economy into a
tailspin.

Once-abundant travel
and entertainment ads
have all but disappeared
from Google search. The
prices for Facebook adver-
tisements are at record
lows. And Wall Street ana-
lysts are estimating that an-
nual revenues will decline
for the "rst time in the his-
tory of the two companies.

The prices of Facebook
ads have declined 35% to
50% on average in recent
weeks, said Alex Palmer,
an analyst for Gupta Me-
dia, a digital marketing
agency. 

“Our business is being
adversely a!ected like so
many others,” Alex Schultz
and Jay Parikh, Facebook
vice-presidents, wrote in a
company blog post in
March.

‘Sensitive events’
Google said it had started a
“sensitive events” policy
last month, which restricts
ads on coronavirus con-
tent. On March 9, it also
placed a temporary ban on
ads selling masks, citing a
supply shortage for medi-
cal professionals.

But mask ads served by
Google continue to appear
on publisher websites.
There are also ads served
by Google for hand sanitis-
er and disinfectant wipes
from e-commerce sites of-
fering a wide selection of
masks and other items in
short supply at signi"cant
markups.

Facebook banned the
placement of predatory
ads for masks, sanitisers
and other personal protec-
tive gear, and it eliminated
nearly all mask ads across
the social network. NY TIMES

Google, FB
may be facing
an ad slump
Daisuke Wakabayashi
Tiffany Hsu 

OAKLAND
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BUSINESS

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268.90. . . . . . . . . 6.05

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1718.20. . . . . . . 37.35

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417.30. . . . . . . . -1.65

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2335.15. . . . . . -62.40

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4599.10. . . . . 107.70

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2182.45. . . -104.85

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 510.50. . . . . . . . -1.70

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353.85. . . . . . . . . 3.75

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2837.35. . . . . 131.20

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 592.35. . . . . . . . -0.50

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146.85. . . . . . . . . 0.95

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3807.60. . . . . . . 61.00

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 13314.90. . . . . . -85.65

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86.60. . . . . . . . . 0.55

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 535.40. . . . . . . . -9.10

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 478.75. . . . . . . 20.50

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1596.30. . . . . . -58.90

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 863.30. . . . . . -32.05

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1824.10. . . . . . -94.95

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115.10. . . . . . . . . 1.30

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2487.55. . . . . 141.10

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 327.35. . . . . . . . -3.30

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 424.10. . . . . . . 13.70

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 173.80. . . . . . . . -3.70

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 639.05. . . . . . . . . 1.65

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 83.20. . . . . . . . . 0.05

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189.35. . . . . . . . . 7.75

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171.40. . . . . . . . . 3.75

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1173.75. . . . . . -77.15

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 880.15. . . . . . . 14.70

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353.15. . . . . . . . -9.70

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 5094.30. . . -188.85

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 17325.90. . . . . 725.95

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89.90. . . . . . . . . 1.25

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74.35. . . . . . . . -0.70

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 159.55. . . . . . . . -0.40

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1149.85. . . . . . -39.30

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182.35. . . . . . . . -1.15

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 18138.55. . . . . 837.45

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 449.20. . . . . . -13.15

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72.90. . . . . . . . -1.35

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285.15. . . . . . . . . 2.60

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1735.15. . . . . . -24.10

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 538.65. . . . . . . 11.80

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 952.05. . . . . . -14.80

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3600.15. . . . . 134.05

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350.55. . . . . . . 25.60

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78.60. . . . . . . . . 0.30

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186.55. . . . . . . . -2.65

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 133.75. . . . . . . . -3.35

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 15

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 76.24. . . . . . . 76.56

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.90. . . . . . . 83.25

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 95.00. . . . . . . 95.43

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 70.77. . . . . . . 71.07

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.79. . . . . . . 10.83

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 78.70. . . . . . . 79.03

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 53.44. . . . . . . 53.67

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 54.07. . . . . . . 54.30

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.56. . . . . . . 17.65

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 48.04. . . . . . . 48.24

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

15-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 30,380 ddddddddddddd-1.01 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 76.44 ddddddddddddd-0.22

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 27.51 ddddddddddddd-8.48

Software services major Wi-
pro on Wednesday refrained
from giving any guidance for
the !rst quarter of !scal
2020-21, for the !rst time
since it became a listed enti-
ty, following the uncertainty
surrounding the spread of
COVID-19 pandemic.

The company said it did
not have the visibility as to
the extent to which COVID-19
would disrupt operations,
and thus decided not to pro-
vide revenue guidance for
the June 2020 quarter.

The company said it
would resume providing re-
venue guidance once market
visibility was restored in
terms of both demand and
supply-side factors.

As per Wipro’s estimates,
its IT services revenue for
the quarter ended March 31,
2020 was negatively impact-

ed by COVID-19 by $14-$16
million (0.7-0.8% of reve-
nue). Wipro said most of its
key customer geographies
such as the U.S., U.K., Eu-
rope, West Asia and India
were a"ected.

Revenue for the company
rose 4.7% year-on-year (YoY)
to #15,711 crore from the
year-ago period. 

The operating margin for

the quarter came in at 17.6%,
down 0.8% quarter-on-quar-
ter (QoQ). However, it re-
ported an almost 6% YoY fall
in pro!t to #2,345 crore for
the fourth quarter, com-
pared with the correspond-
ing quarter last year for its IT
business.

Addressing the media via
video-conferencing, Wipro
CEO and MD Abidali Nee-

muchwala said: “Times are
tough. Economic turbulence
is just unfolding. Business
decline will be more if the
uncertainty continued. We
are already seeing pricing
pressures, cut in budgets
and delayed decision cycles. 

“Sectors such as energy,
retail, manufacturing, auto-
motive, banking and media
will witness pressure.’’ 

‘Fluid situation’
He further said, “We are wit-
nessing a very $uid situation,
we really don’t know where
it is going as of now. Recov-
ery is a matter of time, but

we don’t even know how
long the uncertainty will
continue. This is going to be
much bigger than the global
!nancial crisis we have
seen.” Wipro currently has
cash and cash equivalents of
$3.5 billion, as per Jatin Da-
lal, chief !nancial o%cer.

“The quarters ahead seem
challenging and require a
tremendous response on
costs. 

We also expect our work-
ing capital to increase, but
our strong balance sheet
provides us with the con!-
dence that we will emerge
stronger and better. Due to
the volatility in the external
environment, we have decid-
ed not to provide a quarterly
guidance on revenue,” said
Mr. Dalal. Usually, the quar-
terly earnings are given !rst
either by Infosys or TCS. This
time, however, Wipro breast-
ed the tape.

Wipro skips Q1 guidance, net drops 6%
‘Seeing pricing pressures, cut in budgets, delayed decision cycles; most key customer geographies hit’

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru <> The quarters ahead
will require
tremendous
response on costs;
working capital may
increase 

Jatin Dalal

CFO, Wipro

Industry bodies represent-
ing the alcohol sector have
written to the government to
consider opening of wine
shops, allow home delivery
of alcoholic beverages and e-
tailing of liquor as Indian
states are collectively su"er-
ing a revenue loss of about
#700 crore a day owing to no
sales of alcoholic beverages
during the lockdown.

Most states earn about 15-
30% of revenue, or a total of
#2.48 lakh crore, from the al-
cohol industry. Maharashtra
alone will lose about #2,000
crore revenue in a month in
excise duty and other taxes. 

In FY2019-20, Maharash-
tra generated a revenue of
#24,000 crore, Uttar Pra-

desh generated #26,000
crore, Telangana #21,500
crore, Karnataka #20,000
crore, West Bengal #11,874
crore, Rajasthan #7,800
crore and Punjab generated
#5,600 crore from sale of al-

coholic beverages.

Huge !nancial pressure
“Every State was already un-
der heavy pressure !nancial-
ly and excise duty on alcohol
is an important revenue
source for them, which does
not exist at the moment.
Earlier this week, many
States raised bonds from the
market at 150-200 basis
points (bps) higher than go-
vernment securities, com-
pared to a 60-70-bps spread
earlier,” said Amrit Kiran
Singh, chairman, Interna-
tional Spirits and Wine Asso-
ciation of India (ISWAI).

ISWAI is the representa-
tive body of the national and
international spirits & wine
companies having business
establishments in India. 

Liquor ban costs States dear
Industry urges govt. to open wine shops, allow home delivery

States are collectively losing
!700 crore a day owing to nil
sales of alcoholic beverages.

special correspondent 

MUMBAI 

The Indian equity bench-
marks gained strong ground
in the !rst half of the session
but pared all the gains at the
fag end and ended in the red
on Wednesday.

The 30-share Sensex,
which gained nearly 880
points to touch an intra-day
high of 31,568.35, closed at
30,379.81, down 310.21
points, or 1.01%.

The broader Nifty ended
the day at 8,925.30, shed-
ding 68.55 points or 0.76%.

Market participants attri-
buted the fall to the overall
weak trend in most markets
on account of concerns re-
lated to a weak economic
outlook. 

Interestingly, even as the
benchmarks fell on Wednes-
day, many of the side coun-
ters gained ground with ov-
er 1,400 stocks advancing in

BSE, as against 955 that de-
clined. 

In the Sensex pack, HDFC
Bank, Reliance Industries,
HDFC, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, and Bajaj Finance
contributed the maximum
to the day’s losses. 

Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs), however, were
net buyers at #1,359 crore on
Wednesday even as their
domestic counterparts sold
shares worth nearly #1,100
crore.

Sensex ends in red after
strong intraday gain
HDFC, RIL among top losers in pack
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI
Welcoming the Centre’s
move to allow some indus-
tries to reopen from April
20, India Inc. on Wednesday
said the decision would not
only help them prepare bet-
ter for restarting economic
activities, but also address li-
velihood concerns. However,
some industries, such as the
auto components sector,
reiterated the demand for an
urgent !scal stimulus from
the government. 

Confederation of Indian
Industry’s (CII) director gen-
eral Chandrajit Banerjee
said, “The phased manner of
the exit from lockdown is
welcome and provides a
roadmap for economic res-
tart after May 3. With this ad-
vance guidance, industry
would be able to better pre-
pare for the restart of eco-
nomic activity. ”The indus-
try body expressed hope that
in the next phase, the go-

vernment would allow open-
ing up of important labour-
intensive sectors. Noting that
all digital and communica-
tion highways are built using
electronic and ICT products,
Nitin Kunkolienker, presi-
dent at Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation for Information Tech-
nology (MAIT), said that the
step was crucial to cater to
the pent-up demand for ICT
products, estimated to be

about $2.5 billion per month,
which, otherwise would
have to be ful!lled via im-
ports. The software industry
— about 90% of whose work-
force is working from home
— is also looking to get back
to o%ce premises, albeit in a
phased manner. While the
MHA directive allows 50% of
IT and ITes sta" to get back
to work, industry body Nas-
com said it had advised

members to start with 15-
20% workforce being back at
o%ce premises in phase 1.

E-commerce
E-commerce players also
welcomed the move. A Snap-
deal spokesperson said that
at this critical juncture, the
e-commerce industry could
ensure that citizens stay in-
doors and all their needs are
met through home deliveries
with immense precautions.

Likewise, Srinivas Mothey,
senior V-P, Paytm Mall, told
The Hindu that they were
having discussions with
brands and merchants on
readiness in terms of inven-
tory, packaging material and
sales estimations. “We be-
lieve categories such as
health products, consumer
electronics, home applianc-
es, kitchen essentials, mobile
phones and accessories and
clothing would show an in-
crease in demand in a phase
wise manner.”Mr. Mothey

added that there were few
pending orders with sellers,
while for some orders the
company had refunded the
money to users.

The Internet and Mobile
Association of India, in a
statement, pointed out that
one e-commerce delivery
person can help avoid 350
persons from visiting a retail
store, and considering that
the e-commerce platforms
can cater to 75-100 million
customers over 19,000 pin
code areas, these platforms
can prove to be critical tools
of maintaining social dis-
tancing even while facilitat-
ing economic revival.

Meanwhile, the Automo-
tive Component Manufactur-
ers Association said it was in
touch with original equip-
ment manufacturers and re-
sumption of their operations
will be aligned to their com-
mencing operations as also
on the directions from the lo-
cal authorities. 

Industry gears up to press the restart button 
Welcomes move to ease lockdown curbs; CII hopes labour-intensive sectors will get breather next 

Ring the bell: The phased manner of exit from the lockdown
provides the roadmap for an economic restart, says CII. * AFP

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI

Micro!nance industry asso-
ciation Sa-dhan has written
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking extension of
loan moratorium bene!ts to
the micro!nance industry.

“Despite Reserve Bank of
India’s circular pertaining to
moratorium on retail loans,
!nancial institutions are re-
fraining from extending the
same bene!ts to micro!-
nance institutions,” P. Sat-
ish, executive director – Sa-
Dhan said.

Mr. Satish explained that
micro!nance institutions
(MFIs) borrowed from banks
and development !nancial
institutions (DFIs) to lend to
the end user. While MFIs
were providing moratorium

to their customers following
the RBI announcement, they
would still have to repay
banks. “Without any collec-
tion, MFIs will be under tre-
mendous !nancial strain in
the absence of the three-
month moratorium,” he
added.

Sa-Dhan pointed out that
not extending the moratori-
um would cause MFIs to face
signi!cant cash $ow issues,
in the absence of any collec-
tions even for their operat-
ing costs. 

“In such a scenario, it is
likely that they will default
on repayments, further in-
creasing the stress in the
banking system. The net im-
pact will be felt on the vul-
nerable segments of society,
who in the absence of their

regular sources of incomes
or funds from their usual mi-
cro-!nance lenders, may
turn to predatory money
lenders out of desperation.” 

Meanwhile, ratings agen-
cy ICRA said the decision of
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to provide a 3-month
loan moratorium to custom-
ers will put a strain on the li-
quidity position of micro!-
nance institutions and could
lead to asset quality
pressure.

As collections from bor-
rowers could stay muted for
a while after the lockdown
eases, the industry stares at
a cumulative cash shortfall
of about #2,600 crore, ICRA
said based on an analysis of
29 MFIs, which constitute
about 70% of the industry.

Micro!nance industry seeks
extension of loan moratorium 
‘Despite RBI directive, MFIs not being provided the bene!t’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI / Mumbai

The rupee slipped 17 paise
against the dollar on Wed-
nesday amid heightened un-
certainty over the economy
as the COVID-19 pandemic
continued to spread at a
brisk pace. The rupee
opened at 76.07 compared
to the previous close of
76.27, touching the day’s low
of 76.48 a dollar before clos-
ing at 76.44, an all-time low.

The rupee, which has
weakened about 7% against
the dollar this year, hit a re-
cord intraday low of 76.55
last week. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back's strength against the

basket of six currencies was
trading 0.3% higher at 99.19.

The rupee may depreciate
further as the Centre is likely
to announce an economic
package to !ght the loss
caused by the pandemic. 

“There are multiple kinds
of risks for the rupee. One is
the government launching a
major !scal support for the
economy, which would be
needed eventually. That
would mean that the bor-
rowing has to go up. Primary
market in its current shape
cannot absorb that borrow-
ing… long term yields will
move up. To keep that in
check, the RBI has to step in
and do de!cit !nancing. If

that be the case, the rupee
may depreciate further,”
said Anindya Banerjee, cur-
rency strategist at Kotak
Securities.

Dealers said the RBI has
not intervened strongly in
the market to stem rupee de-
preciation in the last few ses-
sions. Dealers expect the
central bank to intervene
once the rupee breaches the
77 to a dollar. In its macroe-
conomic review last week,
RBI had said if the rupee de-
preciates 5% from the base-
line, in$ation could rise by
20 basis points (bps) while
GDP growth could be higher
by about 15 bps via increased
net exports.

Rupee slips 17 paise, closes at
record low on virus spread
Currency may fall further if govt. o"ers economic stimulus
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The Centre’s decision to al-
low partial construction ac-
tivity from April 20, mainly
in rural parts of the country
and non-COVID-19 hotspot
areas, has been welcomed
by the industry.

The revised guidelines al-
so permit transportation of
construction workers in
dedicated vehicles and also
transportation of construc-
tion materials to the work
sites.

“This should help in re-
suming activities at most of
our government and private
sector projects. The pro-
jects that are away from the
municipal areas would !nd
it relatively easier to kick
start the construction activi-
ties, a spokesperson for Sha-
pooji & Pallonji Group, said.

The group believes that it
would take a minimum of
six months before the oper-
ations return to normal. 

M. Murali, CMD, Shriram
Properties Ltd., said, “This
will help to solve the pro-
blems faced by the migrant
blue collar workforce to a
certain extent. We expect
the government to ease the
restrictions for urban areas
as well in the coming days.”

Construction sector
welcomes easing of curbs
Transport of men, materials allowed
Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

Wholesale price in$ation
eased to a four-month low
of 1% in March on sharp fall
in prices of food and fuel
items as demand slowed.

The Wholesale Price In-
dex (WPI) based in$ation
was 2.26% in February and
3.10% in March 2019.

As per o%cial data, food
in$ation fell to 4.91% in
March from 7.79% in the
previous month.

Fuel and power basket
witnessed de$ation of
1.76%, while manufactured
products witnessed in$a-
tion of 0.34% in March.

WPI in$ation in March is
the lowest since November
2019 when it was 0.58%.

WPI in"ation
cools to 
4-month low 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The International Energy
Agency (IEA) on Wednesday
forecast a 29 million barrel
per day (bpd) dive in April
oil demand to levels not seen
in 25 years and warned no
output cut by producers
could fully o"set the near-
term falls facing the market.

Benchmark Brent crude
futures fell following the
IEA’s monthly report, by
$1.88, or 6.4%, to $27.72 a
barrel by 1816 hours IST.

The IEA forecast a 9.3 mil-
lion bpd drop in demand for
2020 despite what it called a
“solid start” by producers
following a record deal to
curb supply in response to
the coronavirus pandemic.

“There is no feasible

agreement that could cut
supply by enough to o"set
such near-term demand
losses. However, the past
week’s achievements are a
solid start,” the IEA said. 

The Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries and other producers in-
cluding Russia on Sunday
agreed to a record cut in out-

put from May of 9.7 million
bpd, or almost 10% of global
supply, to help support
prices.

Aramco eases options
Separately, Saudi Aramco
has o"ered re!neries in Asia
and Europe the option to
defer payments for crude
cargo deliveries by up to 90
days, as plants struggle with
shrinking demand, re!ning
industry sources said. 

The credit terms, o"ered
through unnamed Saudi
banks, are also seen as part
of the country’s e"orts to
raise market share, the
sources said. Under the
terms, Aramco will receive
payment for cargoes from
the same bank within 21 days
of shipment, a source said.

IEA forecasts huge drop 
in oil demand in 2020
Market declines too big to o"set with output cuts, it warns

Reuters

LONDON / New Delhi

The Work From Home
(WFH) environment created
as a result of the pandemic
COVID-19 has led to in-
creased customer collabora-
tions for the company
across the globe, says
Wipro.

Currently, some 93% of
Wipro’s 1,82,886 total em-
ployees have approvals for
WFH, while the remaining
operate in critical support
areas.

Bhanu Murthy, COO at
Wipro, said work went on as
usual under the new arran-
gement and customers glo-
bally ‘are happy’. “Collabo-
ration minutes have risen
almost 26% and the method
in which people communi-
cate through chat and so on
has risen 47% this quarter.
The distance, be it 10 miles

or 10,000 miles from the
customer, doesn’t matter as
long as bandwidth and tech-
nology bring them closer to
us.” However, the company
said on the Business Process
Management (BPM) front,
only 85% of sta" had appro-
val to work from home as
the work also included criti-
cal, live data and the like.

Responding to a query on
the company’s search for a
new leadership, Wipro pre-
sident and chief human re-
sources o%cer Saurabh Go-
vil said, the selection
process was still on and was
expected to conclude in Q1
and until then the current
CEO Neemuchwala would
continue.

He further said the com-
pany had decided to defer
all its hiring plansfor the
time being due to the cur-
rent market conditions. 

‘Work-from-home spurs
client collaboration’
Distance does not matter: Wipro COO
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru 

India’s exports dipped by
34.57% to $21.41 billion in
March, while it declined by
4.78% to $314.31 billion for
2019-20.

Trade de!cit narrowed
to $9.76 billion in March
this year from $11 billion in
the same month last year.
It was $152.88 billion in
April-March 2019-20 com-
pared to $184 billion in the
previous !scal.

“The decline in exports
has been mainly due to the
ongoing global slowdown,
which got aggravated due
to COVID-19. The latter re-
sulted in large scale disrup-
tions in supply chains and
demand, resulting in can-
cellation of orders,” the
Commerce Ministry said.
Imports in March dipped
by 28.72% to $31.16 billion.
It contracted by 9.12% to
$467.19 billion in 2019-20.

Exports dip
34.6%, de!cit
narrows
Press Trust of India

New Delhi
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SPORT

Buttler is in awe of
Rohit’s e!ortless batting 
NEW DELHI

England’s Jos Buttler was
effusive in his praise for Rohit
Sharma during an Instagram
live session on Rajasthan
Royals page. “Rohit Sharma I
think is an awesome player. I
just like the way he bats and
the effortless nature in which
he takes people down. I think
a few years ago people used
to attack Indian players with
the short ball but Rohit
smashes them. Then you go
fuller and he smashes them
right down the ground.” PTI

IN BRIEF

PM Narendra Modi 
lauds chess players 
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday lavished praise
on Indian chess players,
including Vishwanathan
Anand, for coming up with an
“innovative” way to raise
funds for the country’s fight
against COVID-19 pandemic.
Vidit Gujrathi, P. Harikrishna,
B. Adhiban, K. Humpy and D.
Harika, alongside Anand, had
participated in an online
chess exhibition and helped
raise !4.5 lakh for the PM-
CARES Fund. PTI

Sports Ministry to have
video conference 
with 11 federations 
NEW DELHI

The Sports Ministry will reach
out to 11 national federations
on Thursday via video
conference for a possible
discussion on the future
course of action in view of the
COVID-19. NSFs invited in the
first batch are handball,
basketball, volleyball, wushu,
tennis, squash, Special
Olympic Bharat, yachting,
kayaking and canoeing,
kabaddi, All India University.
PTI

I was an Arsenal fan
because of Henry: Pogba
PARIS

Manchester United star
midfielder Paul Pogba has
said he was an Arsenal fan as
a child, mainly due to his
favourite player and fellow
Frenchman Thierry Henry.
“Me and my brother were but
my other brother was a
Manchester United fan. I
couldn’t say anything so I
used to love Henry and,
because of him, I was an
Arsenal fan. Then I changed
and went on to choose with
my other brother. No
Arsenal, I went with the
other one, the United fan!”
IANS

It may look a mere !ight of
fantasy, but it has some sub-
stance too. 

With the lockdown ex-
tended, former National
champion Nitten Kirrtane
has set out to keep the tennis
fraternity engaged with a vir-
tual competition that fea-
tures players from Rama-
nathan Krishnan to
Ramkumar Ramanathan.
Those who follow the sport
know that the two are not
related!

Krishnan, who made the
Wimbledon semi"nals twice
and lost to the eventual
champions, is widely ack-
nowledged as the country’s
best ever. 

Ramkumar has considera-
ble potential, as he showed
by engaging the former US
Open champion Marin Cilic
in two long tie-breaks in the
recent Davis Cup tie against
Croatia in Zagreb.

Popularity counts
In a virtual contest, it is the
number of votes and the
popularity of the player that
tilts the balance in a
match-up.

Former Davis Cup captain
Mahesh Bhupathi weighed
the singles performances of
the players in the Davis Cup

while preparing the seed-
ings’ list, paving the way for a
64-player draw.

Krishnan is the top seed,
Vijay Amritraj the second
seed and Leander Paes third.
Ramesh Krishnan, Jaidip Mu-
kerjea, Somdev Devvarman,
Bhupathi and Naresh Kumar
form the rest of the top-8.

Rohan Bopanna, who as-
sisted Nitten and Sandeep
Kirtane in developing the
idea, has been seeded 11th
behind S.P. Misra and Premjit
Lall.

Zeeshan Ali, Sashi Menon,
Akhtar Ali, Anand Amritraj
and Ramkumar are the other
seeds.

It will be interesting to
view the voting pattern on
social media from Thursday.
The draw has been kept long
enough, perhaps to last till
the end of the lockdown on
May 3! Remarkably, the draw,
made with the support of
quali"ed supervisor Tejal
Kulkarni, binds the players of
di#erent eras in a single
sheet.

Ramanathan Krishnan will
not lose in the "rst round
since he has a bye, but there
will be no such guarantee
when he meets the winner of
the Vishaal Uppal-Enrico Pi-
perno match. That is the real-
ity of the virtual world!

Virtual tennis, 
the Indian way!
The 64-member draw features some
of the country's best, past and present
Kamesh Srinivasan

New Delhi

Ramanathan Krishnan.
* FILE PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT

Ramkumar Ramanathan.
* FILE PHOTO 

A day after inde"nitely post-
poning all remaining Nation-
al championships for 2020,
Hockey India on Wednesday
announced a re-structured
format for conducting the
same from 2021, removing
the existing two-tier system
and creating separate com-
petitions for States, institu-
tions and academies across
age-groups.

The new format, ap-
proved by the Hockey India
Executive Board, provides
for separate Nationals for re-
gistered States/Union Terri-
tories, Public Sector Units/
departments/institutions
and registered academies. 

While the PSUs would
compete in the junior and
senior categories, the acade-
mies would battle for ho-
nours at the junior and sub-
junior levels. The National
championships for State un-
its, however, would be held

across all age groups — sub-
junior, junior and senior.

One team, one category
HI has also decided to allow
a player to represent only
one team and one age-cate-
gory “to ensure more ath-
letes are given the opportun-
ity to participate”. It has also
been mandatory for States
to conduct their respective
championships in each cate-
gory to be eligible to "eld a
team at the National
championships.

“The previous system of A
and B Divisions would no
longer prevail. By this res-
tructuring, we want to en-
courage more States and Un-
ion Territories to develop
players in their regions, and
institutions to pursue hock-
ey,” Hockey India president

Mohd. Mushtaq Ahmad said.
The competitions would

continue to be played on a
league-cum-knockout for-
mat depending on the "nal
number of participants. The
classi"cations and eligibility
would be done on the basis
of the "nal results of the last
National championships be-
fore December 31, 2020. 

However, given the fact
that the various age-group
competitions for the year
are uncertain, it is likely the
2019 edition might be used
for classi"cations.

This is not the "rst time HI
has changed the format for
its National championships.
The A and B Division struc-
ture was introduced in 2014
to address the issue of large-
ly mismatched games bet-
ween stronger and weaker
teams, especially in the in-
itial rounds. 

Prior to that, the senior
tournaments were held at
one go while the age-group
events had zonal competi-
tions before a National "-
nals.

HI tweaks format of Nationals 
Separate tournaments for States, institutions 
and academies across age-groups

HOCKEY

Uthra Ganesan

NEW DELHI 
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B Competitions will continue
to be played on a league-
cum-knockout format

B This is not the "rst time HI
has changed the format of
the Nationals
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India’s celebrated driver Gau-
rav Gill has seen the best and
worst during his two-decade
career in racing and rallying,
but COVID-19 is something
that has shaken him to the
roots.

“This is something shock-
ing. We used to see such
things only in movies but
now we are experiencing this
in real life. The pandemic has
made us all realise how fra-
gile our lives are,” Gill told
The Hindu from New Delhi
on Wednesday.

The three-time APRC
champion believes that the
earth is healing itself. “We
burn so much of fuel and
rubber and it’s time we un-

derstand that, and learn to
respect nature and everyth-
ing around us,” he said.

The Arjuna awardee re-
vealed that he was focusing
on the World championship
races in Mexico and Argenti-
na and the upcoming INRC
season when things took a
sudden turn. “I wanted to get
some testing done at Coimba-
tore but couldn’t do it be-
cause of the lockdown. I feel
sad to see mankind su#er-
ing,” said Gill.

He spends a lot of time do-
ing innovative workouts with
the limited equipment he
possesses. “That’s not all. I
teach my young ones (Aryan
and Veer) as the online
schooling has started for
them.”

Gill said he also plays rally
games and soccer with his
boys. “I believe in physical

activity and don’t want them
to become couch potatoes,”
he said.

Is it only family time now?
“Not really. I am taking my
rally school online. I am also
starting an online consulta-
tion programme later this
week. People who engage
with me will be given expert
advice on how to drive, be
safe in the car and much
more.”

The challenge
Gill has a tricky assignment
ahead of him. His wife, a doc-
tor, has challenged him to
make a cheese cake for their
eldest son’s (Aryan) birthday
on Thursday (April 16). 

“I can cook and bake a bit,
but I will get some quick tips
from my mother as she is a
baking expert. I hope to win
this one,” he signed o#.

COVID-19 has made us realise how fragile life is, says Gill
The ace driver believes that the earth is healing itself

Family bonding: Gaurav Gill, who is doing innovative workouts
to keep "t, wants to ensure that his sons Aryan and Veer don’t
become ‘couch potatoes’. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

MOTORSPORTS

Rayan Rozario

Coimbatore

Swimmer Sajan Prakash
landed in Phuket in the se-
cond week of February to
resume training with Span-
ish coach Miguel Lopez.

But the outbreak of CO-
VID-19 saw lockdown being
enforced in Phuket. Sajan
and 17 other trainees have
been left stranded at the
training base.

The 25-year-old was slow-
ly coming back to peak "t-
ness after recovering from a
neck injury and was looking
forward to this training stint
before the Olympic quali-
"ers. “We were caught un-
awares. The disease was
spreading rapidly and the
decision was taken all of a

sudden. The airport was
closed and we couldn’t do
anything but stay at the
centre.

“But the lockdown is set
to continue till the end of
this month and, in all proba-
bility, will be extended. The
pool is closed and there is no
training,” said Sajan.

Sajan, who achieved the

Olympic ‘B’ standard quali"-
cation norm, was aiming to
achieve the ‘A’ standard in
the qualifying meets. 

Injuries
“I don’t know why I pick up
these injuries at the wrong
time. I had injured my shoul-
der before the Rio Olympics
and my performance suf-
fered. I am really frustrated.”

Sajan is disappointed that
the Olympics has been post-
poned. “Personally, it is a bit
disappointing. You spend
four years training hard to
compete and it is frustrating
to see it get postponed. Now
you have to start the whole
process of quali"cation
again. At the back of the
mind are the injuries and
one year is a pretty long time
in the career of a
sportsman.”

Sajan caught in lockdown wave 
Stranded at training base before the Olympic quali!ers

SWIMMING

M.R. Praveen Chandran

Thiruvananthapuram

Sajan. * FILE PHOTO

Catch former India
opener and current

Indian women’s team
coach, W.V. Raman in a
live chat on Sportstar’s
Instagram handle
(@Sportstarweb) on
April 16, 2020 at 8.15
p.m. IST. 

W.V. Raman
live! 

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has
formally informed the eight
Indian Premier League (IPL)
franchises that the 13th edi-
tion of the T20 league has
been “inde"nitely post-
poned” due to COVID-19.

A day after the Govern-
ment of India extended the
lockdown across the country
till May 3, IPL chief operating
o$cer Hemang Amin called
each of the franchise owners
and told them that the tour-
nament could not be sche-
duled in the conventional
window (April-May).

“All of us were expecting it
anyway, but today it was for-
malised. Hopefully, the fans

can watch their favourite IPL
teams in action at some
point later this year,” a fran-
chise executive told The Hin-
du on Wednesday.

Conference call

It was reported in these co-
lumns on Monday that the
BCCI was set to inde"nitely
defer IPL-2020 after a confe-
rence call between the of-
"ce-bearers. That con-call
was eventually held on Tues-

day, hours after the Prime
Minister’s decision to conti-
nue the lockdown. 

BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly, secretary Jay Shah,
treasurer Arun Dhumal, IPL
governing council chairman
Brijesh Patel and Amin de-
cided that there was no way
the IPL could be held before
the situation eases.

According to the BCCI ex-
ecutives, an o$cial announ-
cement was “expected soon”
from the secretary. The
statement hadn’t been is-
sued at the time of writing.

This will be the "rst time
since its inception in 2008
that the T20 extravaganza
will not be played during In-
dia’s summer. All the 12 edi-
tions have been played bet-
ween March and May. This
year’s tournament was origi-
nally slated to be held from

March 29 to May 24.
With COVID-19 cases on

the rise, the BCCI, on March
13, had suspended the IPL till
April 15. Once the India went
into lockdown and many
other countries shut down
their airspace, it was clear
that even a truncated IPL in
May would not be possible.

Though the BCCI hopes
that it can squeeze in the IPL
later this year — either a
shortened or a full tourna-
ment in case the T20 World
Cup, scheduled for October-
November in Australia, gets
postponed — it is premature
to discuss the feasibility. 

“Like all things in the
world, the cricket calendar
will also be revised when
things become normal. All
we can do is to wait and keep
our "ngers crossed,” said
another franchise executive.

BCCI postpones IPL inde!nitely
Board decides that the mega event cannot be held now; franchises informed 

Good old days! Though the fans will be disappointed about the postponement of the IPL, they will cling on to the hope that it
will be held at some stage this year. * FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK

CRICKET

Amol Karhadkar

MUMBAI
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B The BCCI top brass, after
consulting Brijesh Patel and
Hemang Amin, felt that
there was no way the
tournament could be held
before the situation
improved

B This will be the "rst time
the IPL will not be played
during India’s summer
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India on Wednesday sealed
its quali"cation for the
2021 Women’s World Cup
following the cancellation
of the ODI Championship
round against Pakistan
with the BCCI not getting
the government clearance
to play the latter.

The India-Pakistan
round was scheduled to
take place between July
and November last year
but was always subject to
government clearance.
Both teams will share
points for the cancelled
three-match series.

“With respect to the In-
dia v Pakistan series, the
Technical Commitee con-
cluded that the series
could not be played be-
cause of a Force Majeure
event after the BCCI de-
monstrated that it was un-
able to obtain the neces-
sary government
clearances to allow India to
participate in the bilateral
series against Pakistan,
which forms a part of the
ICC Women’s Champion-
ship,” said the ICC in a
statement.

The development
means that India, which
"nished runner-up in the
2017 edition, has secured
its berth for the event in
New Zealand.

Format
All eight teams in the 2017-
2020 edition of the ICC
Women’s Championship
were to play each other in a
three-match series. 

“Australia (37 points),
England (29), South Africa
(25) and now India (23)
have quali"ed by virtue of
being the top four. Pakistan
(19), New Zealand (17),
West Indies (13) and Sri
Lanka (5) complete the ta-
ble,” the statement added.

Indian women
qualify for
2021 WC 
Press Trust of India

DUBAI

With the lockdown extend-
ed till May 3 across India,
the Sports Authority of In-
dia and Table Tennis Feder-
ation of India (TTFI) have
come up with a 15-day on-
line ‘Coach Education Pro-
gramme' (through Zoom
app) beginning Thursday.

“Everybody is at home
now.” 

Great motivation
“This programme will be a
great motivation and educa-
tion for coaches as they get
to learn from renowned
coaches and players like Pe-
ter Engel, Manjit Dua, Kam-
lesh Mehta, S. Raman, Mu-
ralidhara Rao, Sharath
Kamal, G. Sathiyan, Har-
meet Desai, Sandeep Gupta,
Soumyadeep Roy, Brett
Clarke and, N. Ravichan-
dran, among others. 

“There will be more than

100 coaches from SAI and
TTFI panel,” M.P. Singh, Se-
cretary of TTFI, told The
Hindu on Wednesday.

The TTFI calendar, ac-
cording to Singh, will be "-
nalised once it gets the ap-
proval of SAI and Union
Government.

“Because National rank-
ing tournaments involve a
large gathering of more than
1000 players. 

“When the International
Table Tennis Federation is
done with their calendar,
we will do ours,” he said. 

“We require at least 12
days for one National rank-
ing tournament. 

“Once we start, we will
do it very fast. It will be very
hectic, though, for all the
players.”

The new foreign coach,
said Singh, will be more or
less decided by October-No-
vember next year. 

“We have received some
names from Sharath Kamal
& Sathiyan and we will see
what can be done,” he said. 

TFFI’s programme
for coaches 
Will get to learn from renowned trainers 

TABLE TENNIS

K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI 

The Tour de France will be
raced from August 29 to
Sept. 20, organisers of the
event announced on Wed-
nesday, postponing cycling’s
!agship event originally slat-
ed to start on June 27 due to
the coronavirus lockdown. 

The new dates, the latest
ever for the Tour founded in
1903, follow the extension of
a ban on public gatherings
until mid-July. 

The race would follow the

same route as the original
itinerary with a start in Nice.

While the news comes as
a relief to professional cy-
cling teams and fans, it also
moves the three-week race
out of its traditional slot in
the summer holidays where
crowds of around 12 million
would have been expected
to gather in festive spirit. 

With the Olympics and
Euro 2020 both postponed,
the Tour is the last major
event remaining on the sum-
mer sports calendar.

Tour de France to
now start on Aug. 29

Delayed: The new dates will be the latest ever for the Tour
since its inception in 1903. * GETTY IMAGES

Agence France-Presse

PARIS 

Microfinance is a basis of  financial services for entrepreneurs and small businesses deficient in contact with 
banking and associated services. The two key systems for the release of  financial services to such customers 
include ‘relationship-based banking’ for individual entrepreneurs and small businesses along with ‘group-
based models’  where several entrepreneurs come together to apply for loans and other services as a group. 
Similar to banking operation traditions, microfinance entities are supposed to charge their lender’s interests 
on loans. In most cases the so-called interest rates are lower than those charged by normal banks, certain 
rivals of  this concept accuse microfinance entities of  creating gain by manipulating the poor people’s money. 
As per the World Bank estimates, more than 500 million people have improved their economic conditions via 
microfinance-related entities. Microfinance is an important topic for the IAS Exam and is included under the 
GS-II section of  the UPSC Syllabus. Candidates can also download the notes PDF at the end of  this article.  
 
History of  Microfinance 
The history of  microfinance can be traced back to the middle of  the 1800s. During the 1800s, the benefits of  
small credits to entrepreneurs and farmers was written by Lysander Spooner, the theorist, as a way to get 
people out of  poverty.  Later, the first cooperative lending bank was founded independently by Friedrich 
Wilhelm Raiffeisen to support the farmers in rural Germany. 
 
The term “microfinancing” was first used in the 1970s during the development of  Grameen Bank of  
Bangladesh, which was founded by the microfinance pioneer, Muhammad Yunus. In 1976, Yunus 
institutionalized the approaches of  microfinance, along with the foundation of  Grameen Bank in Bangladesh. 
Since, in the developing countries, a large number of  people still depends largely on subsistence farming or 
basic food trade for their livelihood, therefore, smallholder agriculture in these developing countries has been 
supported by the significant resources. 
 
Microfinance in India 
Lack of  security and high operating costs are some of  the major limitations faced by the banks while providing 
loans to poor people. These limitations led to the development of  microfinance in India as an alternative to 
provide loans to the poor with an aim to create financial inclusion and equality. 
 
SEWA Cooperative Bank was initiated in 1974 in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, by Ela Bhatt which is now one of  the 
first modern-day microfinance institutions of  the country. The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD) offered financial services to the unbanked people, especially women and later decided 
to experiment with a very different model, which is now popularly known as Self-help Groups (SHGs). The 
SHG-Bank linkage programme in India has savings accounts with 7.9 million SHGs and involves the 
participation of  regional rural banks (RRBs), commercial banks and cooperative banks in its operations. The 
origin of  SHGs in India can be traced back to the establishment of  the Self-Employed Women’s Association 
(SEWA) in 1972. 
 
To know more on Self-help Groups (SHGs), refer to the linked page. 
 
In 2013, a loan of  $144 million was provided by Grameen Capital India to the microfinance groups. Apart from 
the Grameen Bank, another microfinance organization named Equitas was developed in Tamil Nadu. The 
Southern and Western states of  India are the ones attracting the greatest number of  microfinance loans. 
 
What is MUDRA? 
 
The central government had introduced the Micro Units Development Refinance Agency (MUDRA) where the 
scheme aims to refinance collateral-free loans of  up to Rs 10 lakh granted by lending entities to non-corporate 
small borrowers, for revenue growth actions in the non-farm sector.  Currently, loans granted under this 
system have falls under three categories namely, Shishu loans for up to Rs 50,000, Kishor loans in a range 
between Rs 50,001 to Rs 5 lakhs and Tarun loans ranging from Rs 5 lakhs to 10 lakhs. As a way to make the 
MUDRA scheme popular, the government aims to set up a Rs 3000-crore Credit Guarantee Fund to back these 
loans. 
 
Benefits of  Microfinance 
 
As per the World Bank estimates, more than 500 million people have improved their economic conditions via 
microfinance-related entities. Also, the International Finance Corporation (IFC) estimated that, as of  2014, 
over 130 million people were directly benefited from the microfinance-related operations. But, approximately 
only 20% of  the three billion people who fall under the category of  the world’s poor can avail these 
microfinance operations. IFC also helped in establishing or improving the credit reporting bureaus in 30 
developing nations. 
 
Microfinance is also a source of  capital for the people. It also empowers women in particular, which may lead 
to more stability and prosperity for families.


