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Tahsildars authorised to
issue passes for travel
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
has authorised tahsildars
across the State to issue
passes allowing people to
travel within their districts to
attend weddings (!xed
earlier) and funerals and in
case of health emergencies
during the 21-day lockdown
period. As for movement
within the jurisdiction of the
Greater Chennai Corporation,
zonal o"cers concerned were
authorised to issue passes. 
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NEARBY

Deferment of tax
payment announced
CHENNAI

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami announced
deferment of cooperative
loan repayment, payment of
property tax and the like by
three months in view of the
COVID-19 lockdown. The
measures would bene!t
numerous middle and low-
income groups, farmers, and
entrepreneurs.
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With at least 24 of its occu-
pants testing positive for the
novel coronavirus, an Islam-
ic centre in the national cap-
ital has turned out to be the
latest hotspot of COVID-19.
More than 400 people with
symptoms were admitted to
di!erent hospitals and over
1,100 shifted to government-
run quarantine facilities in
Delhi alone over Monday
and Tuesday, o"cials said. 

Hundreds of others who
returned home after staying
at the centre over the last
fortnight might have carried
the virus to several States,
authorities fear. 

Thousands of people from
across the country, as well as
from Indonesia, Malaysia,
Thailand and Saudi Arabia,
attended a gathering at the
centre earlier this month ov-
er a number of days, o"cials
said. A large number of them
were stuck on the premises
as the country went into
lockdown on March 24. Mar-
kaz Nizamuddin is the inter-
national headquarters of Ta-
blighi Jamaat, a puritanical
Islamic sect.

The Delhi police on Tues-

day registered a case against
Maulana Saad and others
from Tablighi Jamaat under
Section 3 of the Epidemic
Diseases Act, 1897, read with
Sections 269, 270, 271 and
120-B of the IPC, for violation
of government directions in
respect of restriction of gath-
erings and safety measures,
including physical-
distancing.

‘No transport available’
The centre said, in a state-
ment, that many partici-
pants could not leave as all
means of transport came to
an abrupt halt on March 24,

though it tried to make spe-
cial arrangements with per-
mission from the authorities.
“Under such compelling cir-
cumstances, there was no
option for Markaz Nizamud-
din but to accommodate the
stranded visitors with pre-
scribed medical precautions
till the situation becomes
conducive to their move-
ment or arrangements are
made by the authorities.” 

Close community interac-
tions in prayer, dining and
travel among Jamaat follow-
ers put them at a high risk of
the contagion. Participants
at the recent congregation

included people from Uttar
Pradesh, Assam, Jammu and
Kashmir and Kerala — in cas-
es already known. 

One of those who attend-
ed, a Srinagar-based busi-
nessman, died on March 26.
He had travelled by air, train
and road to Delhi, Uttar Pra-
desh and back to Jammu and
Kashmir. At least 300 people
who came in contact with
him have been put under
quarantine. 

O"cials of Tablighi Jamaat
charged with defying restrictions 
Over 400 people with COVID-19 symptoms hospitalised, over 1,000 quarantined

Nikhil Babu 
Saurabh Trivedi

NEW DELHI

Under watch: People being evacuated from the Tablighi Jamaat centre in the Nizamuddin area
of Delhi on Tuesday. * R.V. MOORTHY

MORE REPORTS " PAGES 8, 9, 10, 11

SOUTHERN STATES LAUNCH

OPERATION " PAGE 5

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

A representational image
of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

* GETTY IMAGES

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day asked the police and the
authorities to treat migrant
workers journeying home in
fear of COVID-19 in a hu-
mane manner.

“We expect those con-
cerned to appreciate the tre-
pidation of the poor men,
women and children and
treat them with kindness...
The anxiety and fear of the
migrants should be under-
stood by the police and other
authorities. As directed by
the Union of India, they
should deal with the mi-
grants in a humane manner.
Considering the situation,
we are of the opinion that
the State governments/Un-
ion Territories should endea-
vour to engage volunteers
along with the police to su-
pervise the welfare activities
for the migrants,” a Bench,
led by Chief Justice of India

Sharad A. Bobde, said.
The court ordered the go-

vernment to ensure that mi-
grant workers stopped from
crossing the inter-State bor-
ders were given food, shelter
and medicines. The govern-
ment said it was imperative
to stop the mass migration as
there was a likelihood that

three out of every 10 workers
might be carrying the coro-
navirus. The court expressed
its satisfaction with the go-
vernment measures.

The Bench, through vide-
oconferencing, asked the go-
vernment to urge communi-
ty and religious leaders to
speak to the migrant workers

lodged in shelters. It asked
the government to have
trained counsellors talk to
the workers.

Authentic information
The court directed the go-
vernment, represented by
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, to set up an expert
committee and a dedicated
portal within 24 hours to dis-
seminate authentic informa-
tion about the virus and stop
the spread of fake news. A
status report #led by the Un-
ion Ministry of Home A!airs
said the propagation of de-
liberate or inadvertent false
information was the “single
most unimaginable hin-
drance” faced by the govern-
ment in its battle against the
virus.

The Bench, comprising
Justice L. Nageswara Rao,
asked the government to fol-
low up on persons identi#ed
as infected and quarantined.

Mr. Mehta said the lock-
down was necessary to stop
the spread of infection, and
all the people found walking
back were shifted to the
nearest shelters. 

Chief Justice Bobde said
that Section 188 (disobe-
dience to order promulgated
by public servant) of the IPC
makes it a penal o!ence to
disobey orders made by go-
vernment authorities in pu-
blic interest. 

The court, on March 30,
sought a report from the go-
vernment on the steps taken
about the largescale move-
ment of workers. Tuesday’s
order came on petitions by
advocates Alakh Alok Srivas-
tava and Rashmi Bansal for a
direction to the government
to redress the “heart-
wrenching and inhuman
plight of thousands of mi-
grant workers” walking back
to their villages from the ci-
ties without essentials. 

Treat migrants humanely, SC tells o"cials 
It asks govt. to set up a panel and open a portal to put out authentic information about the virus 

Stopped enroute: Migrants at a ‘gaushala’, which has been
turned into a relief camp in Manesar, Haryana. * V.V. KRISHNAN

krishnadas rajagopal 

NEW DELHI

As most COVID-19 patients
in Indore, where 17 persons
tested positive on Tuesday,
have no contact or travel
history, health workers are
grappling to identify the
source, indicating that the
city may already be
witnessing the community
transmission stage. PAGE 9

Indore cases
cause concern

Three quasi-subspecies of
virus in circulation, says ICMR 

special correspondent

NEW DELHI

A mixture of three quasi-
subspecies of SARS-CoV-2 is
in circulation in India, the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) said on
Tuesday. These imported
variants showed no di!e-
rences from how they be-
haved in the place of origin.
Scientists are yet to classify a
SARS-Cov-2 variant as an In-
dian strain.

R. Gangakhedkar, head of
the ICMR’s Epidemiology
and Communicable Diseas-
es-I Division, said, “India’s
COVID-19 cases were mainly
from people with travel his-
tory and their immediate
contacts, which is to say that
this virus was brought in
from outside. We are not

seeing any variation from
what is being seen on how
this strain is behaving
around the world. So there is
no di!erence in its severity.
However, in a large country
like India, it’s di"cult to
predict an accurate trend
about the progression of CO-
VID-19 because we still don’t
have enough time gap bet-
ween the upswing of cases.”

This, he explained, did not
change India’s reporting,
isolation or testing protocol.

He said the progression in
terms of cases could not be
compared with any other
country as of now and peo-
ple should be looking at the
risk of exposure and adhe-
rence to physical distancing. 

Scientists yet to
classify variant 
as Indian strain

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

The government on Tues-
day slashed interest rates
on small savings schemes,
including National Savings
Certi#cate and Public Pro-
vident Fund, by up to 1.4%
for the #rst quarter of
2020-21, in line with the
moderation in bank depo-
sit rates.

Interest rates for small
savings schemes are noti-
#ed on a quarterly basis.

With the reduction,
term deposits of 1-3 years
will now fetch an interest
of 5.5% from the existing
6.9%, down 1.4%, accord-
ing to a noti#cation by the
Finance Ministry.

Interest rates are paid
quarterly, while the #ve-
year term deposit will earn
6.7%, down from the cur-
rent rate of 7.7%.

Govt. cuts
interest rates
on NSC, PPF
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

‘Stay home and stay safe’,
the global slogan to contain
the spread of coronavirus
doesn’t sound too convinc-
ing to Mohammed Hakim
and his associates who, un-
like many other migrants,
were forced to stay back and
are battling hunger each day. 

Their names are listed on
ration cards but the cards,
along with their families, are
at home in Bihar. Living #ve
to six persons in one win-
dowless room at shanties be-
hind the Jal Vihar bus termi-
nal in the shadow of the
posh Lajpat Nagar 1 colony
in Delhi, they are now strug-
gling to get one meal a day. 

“There are about 180 of us

from Katihar who live here.
Majority of us drive auto-
rickshaws or pull cycle-rick-
shaws for a living. On March
28, many of us, by then hav-
ing exhausted whatever little
money we had, couldn’t get
anything to eat. Then there
were rumours that the lock-
down will continue for three

months. That jolted the oth-
ers who still had some mo-
ney to head home,” Mr. Ha-
kim says. 

For them it’s a race bet-
ween the fear of an un-
known virus and very real
hunger pangs. 

Forced to stay back, these
workers now battle hunger 
Their ration cards are in Bihar and they have no money left

Sobhana K. Nair 
Priscilla Jebaraj 

NEW DELHI

Double whammy: Migrant workers Mohammed Hakim 
(in blue mask) and others in south Delhi. * SOBHANA K. NAIR
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Tamil Nadu recorded its
highest ever single-day rise
in the number of persons
testing positive for COVID-19
on Tuesday: a total of 57 per-
sons tested positive, taking
the total tally to 124.

Of them, 50 — all men —
had travelled to Nizamuddin
in Delhi to take part in a con-
ference in March. Twenty-
two of them were from Tiru-
nelveli; 18 from Namakkal
district (12 from Namakkal,
one from Paramathi Velur
and #ve from Rasipuram);
three from Villupuram; two
from Madurai; four from
Kanniyakumari and one
from Thoothukudi. 

All patients are undergo-
ing treatment in isolation
wards of government medi-
cal college hospitals.

The Health Department
has traced 515 of the 1,131

persons, who returned after
the conference in Nizamud-
din, to various districts of
the State. 

Health Secretary Beela
Rajesh made an appeal to
the remaining persons to
come forward and report to
o"cials so that they could be
quarantined, thereby pre-
venting transmission to their

family members and the
community. 

“If we identify them [peo-
ple who returned from Delhi
after attending a conference]
and isolate them and cordon
o! the area, further spread
in Tamil Nadu can be pre-
vented,” Chief Secretary K.
Shanmugam told reporters.
He also said some of those

who returned had either
switched o! their phones or
left for some other location. 

Dr. Rajesh said many of
them returned to the State
by $ights and trains, while
some of them visited other
States and returned by road. 

“Intensive containment
plans were rolled out in all
areas, where the persons,
who had returned from Niza-
muddin and tested positive,
resided. We are tracing the
contacts of all 515 persons,
and have cordoned o! the
localities. We are in the pro-
cess of involving the police
in tracing the others. This is
why we have requested
those who had attended the
conference to come forward.
Even if they have travelled to
some other State, they can
inform us,” Dr. Rajesh ad-
ded. 

57 more test positive in T.N.; highest single-day rise 
Fifty of the patients had taken part in a conference in Delhi; total count is 124

Taking no chances: The house of a person, who attended a
religious congregation at a centre in Delhi, being sanitised at
Velladichivila, near Nagercoil, on Tuesday. * PTI

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2




























































































































National Savings Certificate is an Indian 
Government Savings Bond used for small savings 
and income tax saving investments in India. It is part 
of  postal savings system of  Indian Postal Service. 
Interest rates are varied by the GoI rather than RBI. 
Public provident Fund is also a savings cum tax 
saving instrument under the Ministry of  Finance. 
Interest rates are decided by government of  India 
AND NOT RBI.

Supreme Court - Apex court of  the 
country A. 124 to A 147 
Est  by Regulating Act of  1773  
A.32 of  the Indian Constitution 
provides Constitutional remedy 
A.124 : CJI + 7 other judges. Increase 
in number of  judges decided by 
Parliament Total strength 34 as of  
2019 
Judges appointed by Collegium  
Google NJAC and controversies 
surrounding collegium 
Solicitor General is subordinate to 
Attorney General of  India who is the 
country’s highest law officer.  
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Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Tuesday an-
nounced the deferment of
co-operative loan repay-
ment, property tax and oth-
er dues by three months in
view of the COVID-19 lock-
down. The measures would
bene!t middle- and low-in-
come groups, farmers and
entrepreneurs.

The Chief Minister also
called on Governor Banwari-
lal Purohit at the Raj Bhavan
to brief him on the measures
taken by the government to
deal with the pandemic and
its impact.

He announced an exten-
sion of the deadline for the
payment of property tax and
water charges to the local
bodies by three months, un-
til June 30.

“Many !rms are not in a
position to pay salaries and
businesses have been severe-
ly a"ected. Daily-wage la-
bourers are among the
worst-a"ected. We are hop-
ing that the CM's announce-
ment would bring them tem-
porary relief as far as their
dues are concerned,” a top
o#cial told The Hindu.

Mr. Palaniswami an-
nounced a three-month ex-
tension of the deadline (until
June 30) for the repayment
of loans obtained from co-
operative banks, !shermen’s
cooperative societies and

handloom weavers’ cooper-
ative societies.

He extended by three
months the deadline for the
payment of dues to co-oper-
ative housing societies and
the Tamil Nadu Housing
Board, until June 30.

He also announced an ex-
tension of the deadline for
the repayment of loans ob-

tained by Micro, Small & Me-
dium Enterprises (MSMEs),
which have obtained loans
from the Tamil Nadu Indus-
trial Investment Corporation
(TIIC) Limited.

The deadline for the re-
payment of soft loans ob-

tained from the State Indus-
tries Promotion Corporation
of Tamil Nadu Limited (Sip-
cot) has been extended by
three months. The deadline
for the payment of opera-
tional and maintenance
costs by units located in Sip-
cot industrial parks has also
been extended by three
months.

Mr. Palaniswami said a
‘COVID Relief and Develop-
ment Scheme’ would be im-
plemented, with an alloca-
tion of $200 crore for
providing loans to help meet
the urgent capital require-
ments of around 2,000
MSME units that have ob-
tained loans from TIIC.

He also extended till June
30 the validity of various li-

cences and !tness certi!-
cates obtained under the
Motor Vehicles Act, which
were due for renewal. The
same will apply to licences
obtained under the Weights
& Measures Act and the Ta-
mil Nadu Shops & Establish-
ments Act that are due for re-
newal. “Medical experts are
insisting that people should
remain indoors and prevent
the State from entering stage
3 [of the pandemic]. The pe-
ople should follow the time
restrictions announced by
the State government for get-
ting essential supplies. I urge
the people not to believe ru-
mours. The State govern-
ment will take severe action
against rumour-mongers,”
Mr. Palaniswami said.

CM announces 3-month deferral
of property tax, co-op loan dues
Move to bene!t middle- and low-income groups, farmers and entrepreneurs 

Dennis S. Jesudasan

CHENNAI

Discussing strategy: Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami calling on Governor 
Banwarilal Purohit at the Raj Bhavan in Chennai on Tuesday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Tuesday
announced that the doc-
tors, nurses and medical
technicians who were due
to retire on March 31, 2020,
would be appointed as
consultants for a two-
month period.

He said the appoint-
ments would be made on a
contractual basis.

“This government has
been taking all necessary
steps on a war footing to
control the spread of the
coronavirus disease. I re-
quest the public to cooper-
ate with the government
on the implementation of
the measures being taken
for the welfare of the peo-
ple,” he said. The CM’s de-
cision came close on the
heels of a meeting he had
with senior o#cials.

Doctors due
for retirement
to be roped in
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

FROM PAGE ONE

Among the remaining seven
patients, four were from
Chennai and were admitted
to the Rajiv Gandhi Govern-
ment General Hospital
(RGGGH) and private hospi-
tals. A 43-year-old man, a re-
sident of Pozhichalur with a
travel history to Thiruvanan-
thapuram, tested positive
and was admitted to
RGGGH. He is a family con-
tact of a previously positive
patient, a 73-year-old wo-
man of Pammal, who had no
travel history. 

A 28-year-old co-worker
of another earlier patient — a
25-year-old woman who
worked at a shopping mall in
Chennai — also tested posi-
tive. He was admitted to the
Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital,

Tiruvannamalai.
A 35-year-old man from

Kanniyakumari also tested
positive and was admitted to
the Government Medical
College Hospital in
Kanniyakumari.

The number of persons
under hospital isolation in-
creased from 364 on Mon-
day to 630 on Tuesday. 

A total of 2,354 samples
have been lifted for testing
so far. As of now, 77,330 per-
sons, including those who
had arrived at airports and
by trains and persons with a
travel history identi!ed dur-
ing door-to-door surveil-
lance, are under home qua-
rantine. 

The State has got the ap-
proval from the Union
Health Ministry for esta-

blishing more testing facili-
ties — at the Government
Stanley Medical College Hos-
pital, Microbiology Lab, Vee-
rakeralam Road, Coimba-
tore, and YRG Care,
Chennai. 

With this, T.N. has 11 test-
ing facilities in the govern-
ment sector and six labora-
tories in the private sector
for COVID-19 testing. 

Meanwhile, the Greater
Chennai Corporation has ap-
pealed to those who had vi-
sited the Visa Application
Centre at the Good Sheph-
erd Building on Kodambak-
kam High Road in Chennai
on March 15 to “home qua-
rantine and isolate” them-
selves as one person who
was there on that day has
tested positive for COVID-19.

In highest single-day rise in
cases, 57 more test positive

In view of the COVID-19 lock-
down, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment has directed all
District Collectors to ensure
that employers pay migrant
workers on time and provide
for their accommodation for
a month without charging
rent. 

The government has also
advised employers against
deducting any amount from
the salary of the workers.

The landlords of proper-
ties where migrants are liv-
ing on rent “shall not de-
mand payment of rent for a
period of one month. If any
landlord is forcing labourers
and students to vacate their
premises, they will be liable
for action,” Chief Secretary
K. Shanmugam said in an or-
der, citing a communication
from the Centre.

Separately, in a state-
ment, Chief Minister Edap-
padi K. Palaniswami ap-
pealed to all houseowners to
defer the collection of rent
for March and April by two
months in view of the di#-
culties faced by tenants un-
der the current
circumstances.

The Chief Secretary, in his
order, directed Collectors
and others to ensure adeq-
uate arrangements includ-

ing temporary shelters and
provision of food, among
others, for the poor and nee-
dy, including migrant la-
bourers, who have been
stranded due to the
lockdown.

“The migrant people who
have moved out to reach
their home States/home
towns must be kept in the
nearest shelter by the res-
pective District Collectors/
Commissioner, Greater
Chennai Corporation after
proper screening for a mini-
mum period of 14 days as per
standard health protocol,”
the G.O. stated.

The authorities were also
directed to ensure that all
employers — be it in the in-

dustries or in shops and
commercial establishments
— paid the wages of their
workers “at their workplac-
es on the due date without
any deduction, for the pe-
riod their establishments are
under closure during the
lockdown”.

Talking to reporters, Mr.
Shanmugam said he had
chaired a meeting with va-
rious associations from di"e-
rent States to ensure that mi-
grant workers were
provided shelter and re-
mained safe. “Many of them
want to go back home but
we have urged these associa-
tions to insist that the work-
ers stay back under the pre-
sent circumstances.”

Pay migrant workers on
time, govt. tells employers
Houseowners will face action if they force them to vacate

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Helping hands: Migrant labourers being provided food
packets at Ambattur in Chennai on Tuesday. * M. VEDHAN

Use Kalaignar Arangam
as isolation ward: DMK
CHENNAI

DMK president M.K. Stalin on
Tuesday said the government
could use Kalaignar Arangam
at Anna Arivalayam — the
DMK’s headquarters — as an
isolation ward to treat
patients affected by
COVID-19. He made the offer
in a letter, which was handed
over to Chennai Corporation
Commissioner Prakash.

IN BRIEF

Free LPG cylinders for 30
lakh Ujjwala beneficiaries 
CHENNAI

The beneficiaries of the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana in the State,
numbering around 30 lakh,
will get three liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG)
cylinders free-of-cost for
April, May and June. The
move by the oil companies
follows the Centre’s decision
to lessen the financial burden
of the consumers amid the
COVID-19 lockdown. 

‘Facilitate pensioners to
contribute towards fund’
CHENNAI

The T.N. Retired College
Teachers’ Association has
appealed to the government
to facilitate members of their
association to donate a day’s
pension to the Chief
Minister’s Public Relief Fund
to aid the fight against
COVID-19. Nearly 4,500
members of the association
have decided to pitch in.

The Tamil Nadu police will
maintain a third of its total
strength — at least 25,000
popersonnel of di"erent
ranks — as a “healthy
standby force” for deploy-
ment during exigencies in
the wake of the outbreak of
COVID-19. 

The reserve strength
would be under home qua-
rantine and be available for
duty, on call, round-the-
clock. The move follows
the guidelines issued by
the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority and the
Ministry of Home A"airs to
all States, underscoring the
necessity to have a healthy
standby strength, police
sources said on Tuesday.

The reserve strength
would be rotated every
week and personnel join-
ing duty would be subject-
ed to a mandatory health
check-up. With hardly any
public movement or tra#c
on the roads due to the na-

tionwide lockdown en-
forced with prohibitory or-
ders issued under Section
144 of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code, police deploy-
ment has already been re-
duced to the bare
minimum, sources said. 

along the GST Road up to
Tambaram. 

“The drones provide
high quality live visuals
which are transmitted to
the control room and se-
nior police o#cers for ap-
propriate action. We are
now able to get footage of
happenings in remote or
congested locations that
are not easily accessible.
Patrol vehicles will reach
any scene of disturbance
or congregation in less
than !ve minutes,” Addi-
tional Commissioner of
Police (South) Prem Anand
Sinha said.

The use of drones is a
temporary measure to step
up surveillance and its e#-
cacy would be reviewed af-
ter the lockdown period,

In a related develop-
ment, the Chennai Police
on Tuesday launched ae-
rial surveillance by deploy-
ing drones to monitor ma-
jor junctions/residential
areas and intervene in the
event of any public
congregation.

At least a dozen drones
were hired from a private
!rm and the surveillance
launched in Guindy, Kot-
turpuram, Adyar and

State police to create a healthy standby force 
At least 25,000 personnel will remain under home quarantine and will be available for duty on call

S. Vijay Kumar 

CHENNAI

An aerial view of Kotturpuram captured by a drone deployed
by the Chennai police on Tuesday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

<> The reserve
strength would be
rotated every week
and personnel
joining duty would
be subjected to a
mandatory health
check-up

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has authorised Tahsil-
dars across the State to issue
passes allowing people to
travel within their respec-
tive districts to attend wed-
dings (the dates for which
were !xed earlier) and fun-
erals and in case of health
emergencies during the
lockdown period.

In a communication to all
District Collectors, Revenue
Secretary Atulya Misra said,
“For movement within dis-
tricts, powers [to issue pass-
es] have been delegated to

Tahsildars. However, in case
the event mentioned needs
inter-district movement, it
(the emergency pass) may
be issued by the Collectors.”

As for movement within
the jurisdiction of the Grea-
ter Chennai Corporation,
the zonal o#cers concerned
were authorised to issue
passes. In case of movement
out of the Greater Chennai
Corporation, the Corpora-
tion Commissioner would
take the call. “It may be di-
rected that all the public
health guidelines on CO-
VID-19, such as social dis-
tancing, hand washing and
o#ce disinfection protocol,
issued by the health author-
ities from time to time,
should be strictly followed,”
the communication added.

Tahsildars to issue passes
for intra-district travel
Collectors will
handle movement
between districts

special correspondent

Chennai

Exclusive isolation facilities
for COVID-19 patients are
being created across the
State, Health Minister C. Vi-
jayabaskar said. 

The Minister, along with
Roshini Arthur, senior re-
gional director, Regional
O#ce of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of In-
dia, and two o#cials of
World Health Organisation,
Country O#ce, India, in-
spected the facility at the
Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital in Omandu-
rar Estate. 

Speaking to reporters,
Dr. Arthur said they in-
spected Tamil Nadu’s !rst
dedicated COVID-19 hospi-
tal to check the prepared-
ness, infrastructure, hu-
man resources, equipment
and adherence to proto-
cols. 

“Tamil Nadu, especially
Chennai, has a good dedi-
cated COVID-19 unit here.
There are three dedicated
blocks. There is an outpa-
tient facility on the ground
%oor with infection proto-
cols in place, sample col-
lection area, waiting room,
counselling room and
pharmacy as per guide-
lines. There are 150 isola-
tion beds with spacing,
equipment, and disinfec-

tion protocols. In addition,
another 200 beds for an in-
termediate care unit is
available with 75 ICU beds
and 125 step down beds,”
she said.

She said protocols for
biomedical waste, dietary,
treatment guidelines are in
place. Sta" members on ro-
tation for seven days for IM-
CU are in place. There are
specialists, including pul-
monologists, radiologists
and physicians, to man the
facilities, apart from porta-
ble X-ray, ultrasound, and
CT equipment

“We suggest that more
such dedicated COVID-19
centres be opened in all of
Tamil Nadu,” she added. 

Like in Chennai, which
has a 500-bed facility with
intensive care unit and ven-
tilators at Government
Medical College Hospital,
Omandurar Estate, sepa-
rate blocks in Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hos-
pital, Government Stanley
Medical College Hospital,
Kilpauk Medical College
Hospital and ESI Hospital,
Ayanavaram, exclusive fa-
cilities for COVID-19 are be-
ing created across the
State, Dr. Vijayabaskar said.
“The condition of all pa-
tients is stable. None of
them is on ventilatory sup-
port,” he said. 

O"cials inspect 
COVID-19 hospital
Exclusive facilities being created
across State, says Health Minister

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

AIADMK MP allots !1 cr.
to combat COVID-19
CHENNAI

AIADMK MP S.R.
Balasubramoniyan has
allocated !1 crore from the
MPLADS fund towards e"orts
to combat COVID-19,
according to a press release.
Of this, !50 lakh would be
given to the Government
Medical College in
Coimbatore, !40 lakh to the
Government ESI Medical
College in Coimbatore and
!10 lakh to other
government hospitals in the
district.

Senior citizens urged 
to take precautions
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Health and
Family Welfare Department
has asked senior citizens to
take necessary precautions
and preventive measures to
safeguard themselves from
COVID-19. They have been
asked to follow social
distancing norms and ensure
that they don’t step outdoors
or meet people outside of
their homes. If they have any
symptoms, they can contact
the emergency helpline 104
or the toll-free number 1800
120 555550. 

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has announced that
the maintenance allo-
wance for persons with
disabilities would be paid
in advance for two
months.

In an o#cial press re-
lease, the State Commis-
sioner for Persons with
Disabilities and the Direc-
tor for Welfare of the Dif-
ferently Abled said the
move was aimed at pro-
tecting the livelihood of
persons with disabilities.

!1,500 per month
“The amount would be
credited to their bank ac-
counts through ECS (elec-
tronic clearing service) by
the respective DDAWOs
(District Di"erently Abled
Welfare O#cers),” it stat-
ed. 

“The Welfare of Di"e-
rently Abled Persons De-
partment has been pro-
viding a maintenance
allowance of $1,500 per
month to severely-a"ect-
ed di"erently-abled per-
sons, the intellectually
disabled, persons with
muscular dystrophy and
those a"ected by leprosy. 

Since the State govern-
ment had allowed the
functioning of essential
government departments
despite the lockdown that
has been put in place to
prevent the spread of CO-
VID-19, it had received a
few requests from di"e-
rently-abled persons,
who said they were facing
di#culties in attending to
their duties.

Exemption from duty
“The government has
agreed to exempt di"e-
rently-abled persons
from duty during the
lockdown period. Hence,
all the di"erently-abled
government employees
working in the depart-
ments dealing with essen-
tial services have been ex-
empted from duty from
March 23, 2020, during
the lockdown period,”
the press release added. 

Maintenance allowance
for di!erently abled to 
be paid in advance 
Move aimed at protecting livelihoods
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI <> The amount
would be credited
to their bank
accounts through
ECS by the
respective District
Di!erently Abled
Welfare O"cers
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Property tax is levied by Municipal 
authorities on real estate. It is based on 
the value of  property and is paid to the 
local government  
Cooperative banks are financial entities 
where owners of  the bank are also its 
customers. They are regulated by the 
RBI. 
DON’T GET CONFUSED WITH 
CORPORATE LOANS 
MSME - They are micro, small and 
medium enterprises that are defined on 
the basis of  investment made in plant 
and machinery that produces goods or 
render services. They are important for  
realising the goal of  FINANCIAL 
INCLUSION 

It is a scheme of  Ministry 
of  Petroleum and 
Natural Gas where free 
LPG connections are 
given to women from 
BPL.  
THE SCHEME IS NO 
LONGER RUNNING. 
97% LPG coverage has 
been achieved 
nationwide. 
Only three states have 
achieved kerosene free 
status. Which three? 
Find out the larger 
purpose of  the scheme 
and its benefits.
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0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in any
manner whatsoever for any claims and/or
damages for advertisements in this
newspaper.

92 persons issued passes 
CHENNAI

The Chennai Corporation has
issued passes for 92 persons,
permitting them to move out
of the city for medical
reasons, marriages and
funerals, during the
lockdown. As many as 457
persons had applied for
passes, said a civic official.

IN BRIEF

CITU slams salary cut
CHENNAI 

The transport wing of the
CITU has condemned the
State Transport Department,
including the MTC, for cutting
salaries of its employees who
participated in the sit-in
protest held from March 10 to
11. The protest was against
the delay in wage revision,
said a press release. 

Timings

CHENNAI

WEDNESDAY, APR. 01

RISE 06:05 SET 18:21

RISE 11:50 SET 00:09

THURSDAY, APR. 02

RISE 06:05 SET 18:21

RISE 12:46 SET 01:04

FRIDAY, APR. 03

RISE 06:04 SET 18:21

RISE 13:46 SET 02:00
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As people continue defying
the lockdown and loiter on
roads without reason, police
personnel in the city have re-
sorted to novel methods to
make people realise the im-
portance of staying indoors.

At 1.30 p.m. on Monday,
the scene on Puzhal Camp
road resembled a gym — over
15 persons, lined up under
the scorching sun, were
made to do half-squats by a
woman sub-inspector. 

She !rst demonstrated
how to do the exercise. The
violators were then made to
follow the drill, over the next
20 minutes.

Jayanthi, a sub-inspector
of police, said: “People don’t
understand the seriousness
of a lockdown. They just
saunter around. Some of
them said that they came out
to visit their friends. We have
to e"ectively implement law

and order by adopting these
methods.”

At Ennore Wimco Nagar,
the police caught people on
the road and made them do
squats. 

They were also made to
repeat: “Hereafter, we will
not step out anywhere. We
will obey the orders of the
government.”

Another group at the Ma-
duvoyal police station was
made to repeat, “We will

cooperate with the police
and government authorities.
We will wear masks.”

Red Hills Inspector P. Ja-
wahar asked people, gath-
ered on the roadside, to
stand in lines, holding pla-
cards stating that they would
obey the prohibitory orders.

A police o#cer told the
violators, “You are all well-
educated and should realise
your mistake. You should go
and tell people in your

neighbourhood that they
must not step out unnecessa-
rily, when a lockdown is in
place, and that the disease
may spread faster if people
keep coming out.”

Jumping quarantine
The police also pulled up a
person from the crowd who
had returned from a foreign
country recently and was
told to stay under home
quarantine.

A police o#cer asked him,
“Why you are coming out,
sir? You have been to foreign
countries where you obeyed
the law. But here, you don’t.
You are educated. So why
did you come out, and that
too without wearing a
mask?” 

He was whisked away to
the police station and a case
was booked against him for
violating the law.

Assistant Commissioner,
Flower Bazaar, Lakshma-
nan, made violators read out
a statement that they would
not come out unnecessarily
hereafter, during lockdown.

Police stress on ‘stay-at-home’
message with novel methods
Persons found loitering made to do squats, promise to obey the law

R. Sivaraman

CHENNAI

Lesson learnt: Over 15 persons who violated the prohibitory
orders were made to do squats in Puzhal.

The Shakespearean di-
lemma, “To be or not
to be”, holds good for

most doctors and surgeons
in the country right now.
The extraordinary times we
live in, with the pandemic
looming large and around
us, a much-needed 21-day
lockdown enforced by the
Prime Minister seems the
last resort left to take the vi-
ral pandemic by its horns.

However, remember the
viral illness isn’t the only ill-
ness and other non-com-
municable diseases still con-
tinue to be the major killer.
This includes diseases relat-
ed to diabetes mellitus, hy-
pertension, cardiovascular
and neurological diseases.
The most notable among
these are cancers. Most dis-
eases, with the exception of
cancer, require a patient to
comply with recommenda-
tions of a healthy lifestyle,
monitoring and drug intake.

The compliance could po-
tentially reduce the need to
travel to a clinic/hospital,
temporarily reducing foot-
fall inside a healthcare facili-
ty, where less-immune peo-
ple are prone to coming
together. However, one
needs to weigh the risks and
bene!ts of visting/not visit-
ing the doctor.

We doctors use our learn-
ing to decide the need for a
planned procedure — the so-
called elective procedures.
Can we a"ord to sideline the
“elective cases” during the
pandemic? Why is it impor-
tant to withhold elective/

planned surgeries/proce-
dures? Unlike any other pro-
fession, we doctors deal
with humanity at its most
vulnerable. It is not just
science, but empathy and
trust between the doctor
and patient that forms the
keystone of this scenario.

So why is it important to
say no to a surgery/proce-
dure to a patient who needs
it, but who is not in imme-
diate danger?The learning
from the West and the East
has been clear, with hospi-
tals becoming the major
source point of infection
spread. The lockdown is the
biggest social experiment
we have undertaken since
the partition of India. The
current situation warrants a
doctor to use his utmost
clinical judgement to resche-
dule the procedure to break
the chain, by reducing the
contacts of the vulnerable
ones. It is also important to
reduce the occupancy of pa-

tients beds, ventilators and
other resources, which will
become necessary if a po-
tential need arises.

Clear directions from the
ICMR (Indian Council of
Medical Research) and PMO
to postpone all elective pro-
cedures for a month, is a
step taken to handle pan-
demic transmission. But the
buck doesn’t stop there —
the recent development of
implementing a tele-health
policy through the recently
formed board of governors
(replacing the MCI) is a dis-
ruption in itself. With high
speed internet-enabled
smartphones in most hands,
tele-consultations for all
non-emergency visits is just
a click away. What was
thought as a tool to reach the
unreachable sectors of the
society has taken a di"erent
avatar now, enabling us to
reach everyone. 

It is often quoted “chaos is
the ladder of opportunity”.
This pandemic brings forth a
lot of fundamental thinking
and action in all sectors of
society. A society where pu-
blic health takes precedence
over economy, where family
takes precedence over self
indulgence, where priorities
and culture of the organisa-
tion towards its employees
matter more than the take-
home packages or bonuses.

All it requires for us to do
is to sit back and relax, as
that’s the strongest weapon
to !ght the pandemic, and I
am sure we will lead by
example.

The dilemma of a 
hospital administrator

To do away with crowding in
market places and prevent
the spread of COVID-19, the
Tiruvallur district adminis-
tration has arranged takea-
way vegetable bags, on a
trial basis, from Tuesday.

Each cloth bag, contain-
ing half a kg of onions, toma-
toes, broad beans and drum
sticks and a quarter kg of
brinjal, potatoes, carrots,
two green plantains, green
chillies, a bunch of spinach
and a bunch of curry and
coriander leaves, is priced at
$100. The programme has
been started on a trial basis
at Uzhavar Sandhais in Avadi
and Red Hills and 100 bags
have been provided at each
market. The initiative will be
taken to Tiruverkadu, Tirut-
tani, Tiruvallur and Poona-
mallee too. 

“If a person goes to the
market, he will have to

spend at least 15 minutes,
purchasing the vegetables.
This will lead to crowding in
markets. Now, people can
take the bag and leave after
payment,” said an o#cial.

M. Kalaichelvi, 60, a resi-
dent of Putlur near Tiruval-
lur, welcomed the move.
“Being an elderly person, I
cannot wait for long in the
queue. It took me two hours
to purchase vegetables at
the supermarket,” she said. 

Mageswari Ravikumar,
Collector, Tiruvallur, said
that similar bags would be
made available for meat and
!sh too. “We are also pro-
moting door delivery of
grocery and medicines. For
details, people can check
http://stopcoronatiruval-
lur.com/,” she said.

The Tiruvallur adminis-
tration is also planning to
provide grocery bags to
those in quarantine. 

Move to reduce crowding in supermarkets

Vivek Narayanan 

CHENNAI

Crowd-control measure: The takeaway bags, containing a
variety of essential vegetables, cost !100. 

Bag of mixed veggies a relief

Police arrest fake doctor
VELLORE

Police and health officials
raided a clinic and arrested a
doctor near Ranipet, on
Tuesday, following
complaints about him
treating patients with
allopathic drugs, without any
qualification. Madhavan, 34,
was offering medicines for
the prevention of COVID-19. 

Two patients at the Apollo
Specialty Hospital in Va-
nagaram underwent a co-
ronary angioplasty, and
were discharged within 12
hours, after the day-care
procedure.

K.A. Abraham, senior in-
terventional cardiologist,
Apollo Specialty Hospital,
Vanagaram, carried out a
coronary angioplasty on a
47-year-old woman and a
75-year-old man. In a re-
lease, the hospital said that
a day-care procedure was
extremely rare and was
possible with excellent
coordination among all de-
partments in the hospital. 

A day-care procedure
becomes relevant in case
of a “COVID-19 emergen-
cy”, when keeping patients
in the hospital for a mini-
mum period is desirable. 

Day-care
procedure for
angioplasty 
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI 

From physical distancing to
helping the elderly, resi-
dents’ welfare associations
of the Tamil Nadu Slum Clea-
rance Board (TNSCB) reset-
tlement colony in Perum-
bakkam are taking every
possible precaution to keep
COVID-19 at bay.

There are close to 20,000
families living in over 150
blocks in the colony. Each
block has eight %oors and
there are around 24 houses
on each %oor in the old tene-

ments and 12 houses in the
new ones. Most residents
are daily wage earners.
“This means that if one per-
son is infected, it won’t take
much time for the remaining
families to fall sick. Hence,
precautionary measures
have to be taken,” said S.
Dhanalakshmi, a resident of
the tenement.

Associations have put up
boards near elevators, ask-
ing just two people to travel
at a time. “Initially, we
switched o" the elevator,
but many on the seventh

%oor were !nding it hard,”
said an L-block resident.

Besides, the associations
are also helping individuals
who do not have families,
living in their blocks, by pro-
viding them with food.

D. Karthikeyan, managing
director, TNSCB, said that
they were disinfecting 1.5
lakh tenements, in over 300
places. The board has pur-
chased 91 spraying machines
for 18 divisions. 

Senior TNSCB o#cials are
inspecting the colonies fre-
quently. 

Keeping the virus at bay
TNSCB residents put physical distancing measures in place

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI
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In memory of your loved ones
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It’s not all sunshine and rainbow between India and 
China. India’s efforts to contain terrorist threats from 
Pakistan has always been thwarted by China in the 
international forum. India’s contention for a 
permanent UNSC seat has also met a similar fate. 
Proposed Chinese construction of  an economic 
corridor in PoK is another nail in the coffin. The 
growing trade deficit between the Asian giants is a 
blow to the Make in India dreams of  India. Issuing 
stapled visas to our country men from Arunachal 
Pradesh is a direct attack on our sovereignty. 
However in spite of  these hiccups INDIA China 
relations are far better off  and it is very rare to find 
two countries having cordial relations in spite of  so 
many problems.

TEST YOUR WRITING SKILLS 
Note down those quotes highlighted  
and try to write an essay on the same. 
Essay should have intro, body and 
conclusion 
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning, hail and gusty winds very likely at isolated places over
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand; with lightning and gusty
winds very likely at isolated places over Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh, Punjab, Delhi and west Uttar Pradesh; with lightning at
isolated places over sub-Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....36.0....17.6 Kozhikode....................—....36.0....27.2
Ahmedabad...........—....37.7....20.6 Kurnool .......................—....38.6....24.9
Aizawl...................—....28.0........ — Lucknow......................—....34.4....16.0
Allahabad..............—....37.1....17.5 Madurai .......................—....37.4....22.7
Bengaluru .............—....36.1....19.6 Mangaluru ...................—....35.4....26.4
Bhopal ..................—....37.1....22.0 Mumbai .......................—....32.0....24.0
Bhubaneswar.........—....37.3....23.5 Mysuru ........................—........ —....20.0
Chandigarh ...........—....26.6....15.6 New Delhi ...................—....33.2....16.2
Chennai ................—....33.5....25.6 Patna ..........................—....33.8....16.8
Coimbatore ...........—....38.0....22.6 Port Blair.....................—....31.8....24.3
Dehradun ..............—....30.1....13.5 Puducherry ..................—....33.6....23.6
Gangtok............. 0.4....18.0....13.0 Pune............................—....32.3....22.7
Goa.......................—....34.0....25.5 Raipur .........................—....33.2....21.0
Guwahati ..............—....35.6........ — Ranchi .........................—....34.2....17.4
Hubballi ................—....37.0....22.0 Shillong.......................—....23.8....16.9
Hyderabad ............—....37.3....23.7 Shimla.........................—....19.3....11.5
Imphal ..................—....30.5....12.0 Srinagar.......................—....14.9......7.0
Jaipur ...................—....34.4....19.8 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.6....25.8
Kochi ............... 15.4....33.4....25.6 Tiruchi.........................—....37.1....21.8
Kohima .................—....24.2....13.0 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata .................—....36.2....24.5 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.7....26.8

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Bulandshahr, Uttar
Pradesh
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
222 indicating a dangerous
level of pollution. In
contrast, Patiala, Punjab
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 25.

Ahmedabad..... 41 .39 17 ....52 .100 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 06 .16 77 ....16 .....— ....*
Chennai .......... 06 .26 24 ....75 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. ..— .18 14 ..146 .105 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 03 .29 27 ....88 ...80 ....*
Kolkata........... 08 .29 16 ..100 ...76 ....*
Lucknow ......... 04 .11 52 ..138 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 05 .22 09 ....43 ...88 ....*
Pune............... 24 .08 52 ....30 ...29 ....*
Visakhapatnam 11 .32 06 ....30 ...53 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Authorities in the southern
States scrambled on Tuesday
to identify the large number
of people who had attended
a congregation at the Markaz
Nizamuddin, international
headquarters of Tablighi Ja-
maat in Delhi, and their con-
tacts throughout their
journeys.

Tamil Nadu appeared to
have the largest number of
delegates to the event, fol-
lowed by Telangana, Kerala
and Andhra Pradesh.

Tamil Nadu’s Health Se-
cretary Beela Rajesh said a
total of 1,500 persons had at-
tended the conference in
Delhi. Of this, 1,131 had re-
turned to Tamil Nadu. Health
o!cials managed to trace
and quarantine 515 of them.
Tracing all those who tra-
velled to Nizamuddin to pre-
vent and control the spread
of COVID-19 was being pur-

sued in high gear. Over half
the total COVID-19 positive
cases in Tamil Nadu were di-
rectly or indirectly linked to
the travellers.

Health o!cials said that
the clustering of cases was
unexpected and had turned
the trajectory of COVID-19 in
the State, which otherwise
reported positive cases main-
ly among those who had tra-

velled abroad and their
contacts.

500 from A.P.
In Andhra Pradesh, o!cials
launched all-out e"orts to
trace the Tablighi Jamaat
members. More than 500 in-
dividuals from almost all dis-
tricts of Andhra Pradesh tra-
velled to Nizamuddin for the
prayers held from March 15
to 17, travelling mostly by AP

Express and GT Express bet-
ween March 10 and March
20. Police were trying #nd
out whether the members
used any other mode of
transport.

‘No need to panic’
Kerala also braced itself for
possible spread of COVID-19
after a large group returned
from the Delhi event. At least
300 delegates were from Ker-
ala. O!cials said there was
cause for concern but no
panic, and among the #rst
batch who left on March 5, at
least 80 reached Kerala. A
random check revealed none
of them were positive for the
virus, and most had passed
the incubation period unaf-
fected. However, the situa-
tion could change with ex-
tensive testing.

Among the 300 attendees,
an estimated 150 from the
State had left the centre for
other regions for religious

work, and the government
was ascertaining their status.
Some had stayed on in New
Delhi during the curfew.

The State government is
also concerned that scores of
people from Salem, Madurai
and Erode had stayed at the
Tablighi seminary along with
those from Kerala. An o!cial
said the delegates had shel-

tered in mosques in di"erent
parts of the country during
their journey back, and they
were trying to identify the
spots. 

Isolation centres 
About 78 members from Kar-
nataka belonging to the Ta-
blighi Jamaat were quaran-
tined in government

trict located over 50 Jamaat
returnees and they were
placed in isolation wards in a
polytechnic college. Some
80 people had made the
visit.

Nizamabad Collector C.
Narayana Reddy said that 39
persons who returned from
Delhi along with the retired
employee who was found
COVID-19 positive were qua-
rantined. Besides, 55 others
who came in contact with
them were also shifted to iso-
lation wards. None except a
retired employee had symp-
toms, he said.

In Medak, Sangareddy and
Siddipet districts, 46 persons
travelled to the
congregation.

Sangareddy Collector M.
Hanumantha Rao and Addi-
tional Collector Veera Reddy
and other senior o!cials vi-
sited the hospital asked o!-
cials to post a police force
there.

(With inputs from Vijaya-
wada, Thiruvananthapu-
ram, Karnataka and Hyde-
rabad)

to shift all of them to govern-
ment quarantine centres.
They had been home qua-
rantined three days ago. The
person from Sira, who suc-
cumbed to the infection, is
one of them,” he said.

Over 1,000 in Telangana
In Telangana, 1,030 persons
from 29 districts were identi-
#ed as ‘returnees’ from the
Markaz prayers. On Tuesday,
o!cials of erstwhile Adila-
bad district were on their
toes preparing a list of those
who had attended. The ad-
ministrations in Adilabad,
Kumram Bheem Asifabad,
Mancherial and Nirmal dis-
tricts intended to put them in
mandatory isolation at home
or at special centres.

Many devotees had gone
to the national capital on
their own from rural places
and do not #gure in the re-
cords. Over 50 people were
identi#ed as having partici-
pated from Adilabad district,
but only 12 were in Jamaat
records.

Authorities in Nirmal dis-

isolation centres and would
be tested for COVID-19, said
Jawaid Akhtar, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health and
Family Welfare and Medical
Education). Mr. Akhtar said
the department did not have
speci#c information if all the
78 members belong to the
Jamaat.

“An Order had been issued

Southern States launch operation to identify Markaz delegates 
The largest group that visited Delhi to take part in the 
event from March 15 to 17 was from Tamil Nadu

Special Correspondent

Chennai 

Tracking patients: People who attended the religious congregation at the Markaz Nizamuddin
in Delhi being brought to a hospital for COVID-19 test in Hyderabad on Tuesday. * PTI

Kerala recorded its second
COVID-19 death on Tuesday
after a 68-year-old man, who
had been in a critical condi-
tion in the ICU at the Thiru-
vananthapuram Govern-
ment Medical College
Hospital (MCH) here since
the past one week, died.

An o!cial statement is-
sued by the Thiruvananthap-
uram MCH authorities said
he was admitted to the ICU
on March 23 and that his
condition had worsened
progressively as he had sev-
eral co-morbidities, includ-
ing high blood pressure and
thyroid-related issues. He
had been on the ventilator
since the past #ve days after
his kidneys failed, requiring
him to be on dialysis.

While his #rst test had
come out as negative for CO-
VID-19, the second sample
showed him to be positive on
March 29.

The Minister for Tourism,
Kadakampally Surendran,
told reporters that the
Health Department had not

been able to pinpoint the
source of the man’s infection
as he had not been anywh-
ere abroad nor had he been
in contact with anyone with
known history of foreign
travel.

“He developed mild respi-
ratory symptoms after

March 17 and had been to the
local primary health centre
(PHC) at Thonnackal twice.
He was taken to a private
medical college hospital at
Venjaramood on March 23,
from where he was referred
to Thiruvananthapuram
MCH on the same day,” the
Minister said.

The district health admi-
nistration has, with the help
of his relatives, brought out a
route map of his movements
since March 3 and e"orts are
on to trace all he had been in
contact with. “He was well-
known in the locality and we
have a clear idea of who the
primary contacts would be.”
Mr. Surendran said.

His family members, the
sta" at the PHC and the sta"
members of a local bank
have been quarantined.

Kerala records its second death 
68-year-old man, with several co-morbidities, dies in Thiruvananthapuram

People attending the funeral of the 68-year-old man in
Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Special Correspondent 

Thiruvananthapuram

As big corporations are an-
nouncing salary cuts, people
employed by private schools
are worried about job secur-
ity, the impact of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and the
lockdown. What’s cause for
concern is that school man-
agements have been told not
to collect fee for the next
academic year, a fact they
cite as reason for not having
enough money to meet their
recurring expenditure.
Some school managements
are contemplating paying
only half of the next month’s
salary to their sta". 

D. Shashi Kumar, general
secretary of the Associated
Managements of Primary
and Secondary Schools in
Karnataka, said the govern-

ment is yet to pay the RTE
reimbursement to schools
amounting to lakhs of ru-
pees. 

“On the other hand,
they’re empowering parents
not to pay fee. All we are say-
ing is let parents at least pay
last year’s fee. Many had re-
quested for time, which was
granted. They would usually
pay up the remaining
amount before the exams.
But now that the academic
calendar has been thrown
out of gear, we haven’t even
got the pending amount.
How are we supposed to pay
sta"?” 

He also said budget
schools, which make up the
majority in the private
school sector, are su"ering.
“We will not be able to main-
tain this in the long run. Of

1,700 students in our school,
for example, 400 are yet to
pay. We may have to pay on-
ly half the salaries for sta"
next month. And we may al-
so have to see more sta" be-
ing let go,” he said. 

Managements of a few
schools in the city are being
criticised for terminating the
contracts of some of sta"
like bus drivers. 

One of them spoke to The
Hindu on condition of ano-
nymity. 

“I have been working
here as a bus driver for three
years. After completing two
years, they said they’ll make
my service permanent. Now
all of a sudden, the principal
has called me and said they
no longer require my servic-
es,” he said, visibly dis-
tressed. 

Not allowed to collect fees,
some schools mull salary cuts
Budget schools facing a tough time in making ends meet

Staff Reporter

Bengaluru 

The Karnataka government
on Tuesday submitted be-
fore the Kerala High Court
that it could consider the de-
mand of the Kerala govern-
ment that the Kannur-Iritty-
Koottupuzha-Mangoor-Vi-
rajpet route be opened for
transportation of essential
commodities if an appro-
priate letter was sent by Ker-
ala to the Karnataka Home
Department. 

Karnataka Advocate Gen-
eral P.K. Navadgi made the
submission when a PIL
against the earth embank-
ments on arterial inter-State
roads by Karnataka came up
before a Division Bench of
Justice A.K. Jayasankaran
Nambiar and Justice Shaji P.
Chali.

Additional Advocate Gen-
eral of Kerala Ranjith Tham-

pan submitted the Kerala
proposal. 

Advocate General of Kar-
nataka also submitted that
the Kannur-Iritty-Manantha-
vady-Sargur-Begur- Nanjan-
gud-Mysore and Kannur-
Sulthan Bathery-Gundlu-
petes-Mysore routes have
been opened and will conti-
nue to be so throughout the
lockdown period.

The court directed the
Kannur district Collector to
send a communication to
the Secretary of the Karna-
taka Home Department so
that the matter could be
considered by the latter im-
mediately. The Bench asked
both States to make submis-
sions on the arrangement
that could be made for the
medical needs of patients in
Kasaragod based on the
proximity of the hospital
concerned in Karnataka.

‘Kannur-Virajpet route
can be considered’
Kerala should send request: Karnataka 
K.C. Gopakumar

KOCHI

Despite the Karnataka go-
vernment being on overdrive
to ensure that agricultural
activities continue to be nor-
mal during the unprecedent-
ed crisis caused by COVID-19,
o!cials are keeping their #n-
gers crossed about pre-mon-
soon crop cultivation.

Besides the main crops
such as ragi and maize, farm-
ers cultivate green gram,
black gram and sesame, es-
pecially in Mysuru, Chama-
rajanagar, Mandya and Has-
san districts, during this
season. 

A senior Agriculture De-
partment o!cial acknow-
ledged that there is concern
whether farmers will take up
cultivation of these crops gi-
ven the situation.

According to the o!cial,
the preparatory work for
sowing normally starts by
the #rst week of April. “In a
few places, sowing has been
completed, but it has not

even commenced in many
places. In agriculture timing
is very important. If sowing
is delayed, it will hurt the
yield and overall productivi-
ty,” he said.

He also said that people
across the board were stay-
ing indoors and labour was
in short supply. “We are ap-
pealing to farmers to conti-
nue with their agricultural
activities while also staying
safe. District administrations
are working with dealers to
ensure there is enough sup-
ply of seeds and fertilizers,”
the o!cial said.

Explaining the impor-
tance of pre-monsoon crop
for the kharif crop that will
follow, another o!cial said
that those who grow pre-
summer crops normally let
plants grow on their #elds af-
ter harvesting the crops. 

“The plant stubs become
green manure when farmers
prepare the #elds when
monsoon arrives. Pre-mon-
soon crop contributes to less

than 10% of the total agricul-
tural production in the State,
but remains important,” the
o!cial said. 

Though pre-monsoon
crop depends on early rains
in rain-fed regions, farmers
with their own irrigation fa-
cilities do not wait for the
rains.

Waiting for harvest
Meanwhile, in the paddy belt
in the irrigated regions of
north Karnataka, the crop is
waiting to be harvested. An
o!cial said the paddy on
#elds in Raichur, Ballari,
Koppal and Gangavathi were
ready for harvesting, but
farmers were facing labour
issues though the depart-
ment has allowed them to
get farm machineries for har-
vesting.

Pre-monsoon crop cultivation yet to begin 
Sowing has not commenced in many places in Karnataka mainly due to shortage of labourers

Cause for concern: A !le photo of a farmer harvesting maize in
Shivamogga district of Karnataka.

Sharath S. Srivatsa

Bengaluru

Darshan at Tirumala
suspended till April 14
TIRUMALA

In tune with the nationwide
lockdown to contain the
spread of COVID-19, the TTD
resolved to extend the
suspension of darshan at the
temple of Lord Venkateswara
at Tirumala till April 14. On
March 23, the TTD had
decided not to allow
devotees for the darshan of
the presiding deity till the
end of the month. Both ghat
roads to Tirumala have been
closed. Even TTD employees
are not being allowed to
travel up and down daily. 

IN BRIEF

Head constable
suspended in Karnataka
BENGALURU

A head constable attached to
Sarjapur police station in
Bengaluru was suspended for
allegedly issuing travel
permits meant for people in
essential services to a
businessman and 24 of his
relatives so that they could
travel to his home town in
Rajasthan for a family
function. The incident came
to light when the police
stationed at the Tamil Nadu
border caught two vehicles
ferrying the businessman,
Pookraj, and 24 others
towards Rajasthan. 

Alcohol-dependents in Ker-
ala who succeeded in secur-
ing prescriptions from doc-
tors to get their daily dose of
booze may have to wait for
one more day to get their
hand on the bottle.

Since the #rst day of ev-
ery month is being ob-
served as dry day in the
State, they may not be able
to buy their quota of alcohol
from the Kerala State Bever-
ages Corporation (BEVCO)
on April 1. On April 2, BEV-
CO may make alcohol avail-
able on production of the
medical pass certi#ed by
the Excise Department.

Since the government
has ordered the closure of li-

quor outlets, including re-
tail outlets of the corpora-
tion, bars, clubs, and toddy
shops, alcohol may have to
be made available through
the warehouses or godowns
of the corporation, a senior
BEVCO o!cial said.

BEVCO is working on the

logistics to make alcohol
available based on the per-
mits to be issued by the Ex-
cise Department. The quan-
tity of the Indian Made
Foreign Liquor to be made
available will depend on the
permit, he said.

On Tuesday, the #rst day

after the government issued
an order permitting medi-
cal passes for the alcohol-
dependents, the Excise De-
partment received as many
as 30 applications.

“Some applications were
rejected as the certi#cates
indicating that the patient
had alcohol withdrawal
symptoms were issued by
retired doctors. Only serv-
ing government medical
doctors are authorised to is-
sue such certi#cates,” said
S. Aananthakrishnan, Ex-
cise Commissioner.

The role of the depart-
ment is con#ned to the is-
suance of passes and the
distribution of alcohol will
be the responsibility of BEV-
CO, he said. 

30 applications for liquor on Day 1 
Kerala is working on logistics to make available supplies to alcohol-dependents 

On a high: Kerala has the highest per capita consumption of
alcohol in the country. * THULASI KAKKAT

Special Correspondent 

Kochi

3 rescue flights to take
back stranded Malaysians 
TIRUCHI

Malindo Air has proposed to
operate rescue flights on
three different dates to take
back the remaining Malaysian
nationals stranded at Tiruchi
following suspension of
international flights in the
wake of COVID-19 pandemic.
The airline has proposed to
operate the first rescue flight
(OD 223/224) late in the night
on April 1. The second rescue
flight (OD 221/222) would be
operated on April 2 morning
and the next rescue flight
(OD 221/222) on April 4
morning. 


























































































































Rabi crops : Wheat, Barley, Mustard, 
Sesame, Peas, Oats, Chickpea/Gram, 
Linseed 
Kharif  crops : Rice, Maize, Jowar, Bajra, 
Moong, Jute, Sorghum, Pearl Millet, 
Arhar(Pulses), Soyabean, Ground nut, 
Cotton 
Zaid crops : Watermelon, Muskmelon , 
Cucumber, Vegetables, Fodder  
Zaid is the short summer season between 
Rabi and Kharif  season
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EDITORIAL

Hosed down
Nothing could be so
inhuman, irresponsible and
sadistic than banding
helpless, stranded and
harassed migrant workers
together and then spraying
disinfectant over them
(Page 1, “Migrant workers
given mass disinfectant
bath in Bareilly”, March 31).
Even animals are not
treated this way. Already
the government is found to
be at fault for having
enforced a lockdown

without providing enough
time for people to reach
their homes and providing
them necessary
transportation. It is after
almost a week that State
governments are moving to
provide shelter and food for
stranded migrant workers.
It is least remembered that
it is this unorganised
section of the workforce
which is the real wealth
creator. Those who are
responsible for this shabby
act, made even more

graphic in the picture with
the report, need to be dealt
with accordingly to repose
con!dence in the minds of
the vast section of the
working class. 
A.G. Rajmohan,

Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh

An opportunity
The lockdown should be
used as an opportunity by
civic authorities to clean all
public spaces such as roads,
pathways, parks and
improve the condition of

towns and cities.
The e"ort of keeping cities
and towns clean should be
continued as an ongoing
process in all States. People
violating such e"orts
should be warned and
!ned. Also, all stray animals
such as cattle and dogs
(which seem to have taken
over the roads and become
aggressive) should be taken
to suitable shelters away
from cities and towns. 
N. Raman,

Bengaluru

house. In some cases, they
are not even ready to listen
to “genuine cases” and
resort to humiliating the
person on the road. In spite
of assurances by o#cials
that there should be
veri!cation on a case-by-
case basis, some policemen
are unwilling to do this.
Will the authorities
concerned look into this?
K.V. Ramesh Nair,

Chennai

Lockdown woes
Most citizens are aware that
the national lockdown has
been declared with the
purpose of breaking the
transmission chain. They
are also aware an exception
has been made to help
people move out to buy
essential commodities.
However there are quite a
few instances of some
policemen on duty on the
main roads, blocking the
public when they are out to
stock up on things for the
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Kalinga Tudor Silva 

I
agree with Eric Klinenberg’s re-
cent submission to The New
York Times that social distanc-

ing, advocated by health authori-
ties worldwide, as a means of com-
bating the spread of the
coronavirus, can only be a part of
!re!ghting. The rapid worldwide
spread of COVID-19 has a lot to do
with the fallout of globalisation, in-
cluding the travel industry, tou-
rism and the neoliberal attack on
universal health care. Moreover,
unfettered promotion of social dis-
tancing can reinforce existing so-
cial prejudices driven by di"erent
forms of social exclusion.

The Korea example
In illustrating how social distanc-
ing actually works in the peri-
phery, I will draw from a few ex-
amples from corona-a"ected
countries. The COVID-19 epidemic
in South Korea started with the
controversial Shincheonji Church
of Jesus with a personality cult
centred around 88-year-old Lee
Man-hee, identi!ed as a messianic

saviour. This cult facilitated the
transmission of the disease from
Wuhan to South Korea because of
frequent travel among its follow-
ers. Consequently, more than half
of all COVID-19 patients at the on-
set of the epidemic belonged to
this religious movement, which
accounted for less than 1% of the
Korean population.

Social isolation among new im-
migrants in Korean cities was inci-
dentally a major incentive for peo-
ple to join this cult. In this context
social distancing was not popular
among them due to the simple rea-
son that the movement served as
an extended family for many of its
members. In this instance, social
distancing once successfully intro-
duced may have actually served to
contain the epidemic, but it also
further stigmatised a religious
group already in the margins of
Korean society, interfering with
disease containment.

Iran became a leading COVID-19
hot spot in West Asia due to a un-
ique set of circumstances. It was
compelled to develop ties with
China due to economic sanctions
imposed by U.S.-led western coun-
tries. An Iranian trader who made
a business trip to Wuhan was re-
portedly the very !rst COVID-19
patient in Iran. The initial hub of
disease transmission in Iran was
Qom, a popular pilgrimage centre

for Shiite Muslims. The next centre
was the Iranian Parliament, hav-
ing strong ties with Qom, the spir-
itual hub of Iranian society. As ma-
ny as 23 parliamentarians,
comprising 8% of all MPs, were in-
fected with the disease by March 3.
Social distancing was contrary to
popular forms of social greeting in
Iran particularly among the ruling
elite. In any case the coronavirus
was introduced in Iran through
globalisation-triggered interna-
tional alignment and incubated
through political and religious
processes.

Spread in Sri Lanka
The onset of the COVID-19 epidem-
ic in India and Sri Lanka has a lot
to do with tourism and labour mi-
gration, processes intimately con-
nected with globalisation. Both in
India and Sri Lanka, the !rst cases
were reported among foreign tou-
rists from Italy and China, respec-
tively. The tour guides who tra-
velled with the respective tourists

and their contacts became the !rst
set of local people exposed to the
disease triggering local transmis-
sions. Both Sri Lanka and Kerala in
India have large portions of their
labour force employed overseas.
Returnees from these overseas
destinations have contributed to
the upsurge in the COVID-19 epi-
demic in South Asian countries.
For instance, among 18 conformed
COVID-19 patients in Sri Lanka by
March 15 as many as 11 (61%) were
Sri Lankan returnees from Italy, a
popular destination for Sri Lankan
migrant workers from the 1990s.

Thus, imported cases and those
directly exposed to them com-
prise over 90% of all COVID-19 cas-
es detected in Sri Lanka as of
March 22. Roughly about 20.5% of
con!rmed cases are connected
with tourism. Nearly 60% of all
cases are among Sri Lankan work-
ers returning from abroad and
their contacts indicating that ex-
posure to the disease through
overseas employment has trig-
gered the epidemic in Sri Lanka.
Considering that nearly 50% of the
entire caseload in Sri Lanka is
among workers returning from Ita-
ly, it is important to note that ma-
ny Sri Lankan workers in Italy
work as live-in care givers for el-
derly people. The spurt of cases of
Indian origin lately has led to iden-
ti!cation of Chennai as a high risk

region in Sri Lanka.
Thus, the COVID-19 pandemic

can be seen as a fallout of globali-
sation, particularly in the global
South. The quarantine and social
distancing processes may not be
totally e"ective in so far as these
workers and their families are of-
ten in between two states, expe-
riencing di#culties at both ends.
The workers returning from Italy
and South Korea were the !rst to
be sent to quarantine centres in
Batticaloa and Kandakadu from
March 10. Initially, they resented
the mandatory two-week quaran-
tine in a remote location. Both mi-
grant workers and tourist guides
already experience discrimination
of various kinds because of their
occupations and the risks in-
volved. A military style lockdown
though inevitable given the cir-
cumstances is likely to reinforce
the existing prejudices. This clear-
ly shows that we need to think
beyond social distancing and ad-
dress problems of the fallout from
globalisation in dealing with the
pandemic in the global South. It
appears as if the much publicised
problems of a run-away world
have been !nally crystallised in
this deadly global epidemic.

Kalinga Tudor Silva is Professor of

Sociology at University of Peradeniya.

E-mail: kalingatudorsilva@gmail.com

Beyond social distancing to !ght COVID-19 
In the global South, a military style lockdown, though inevitable given the circumstances, may reinforce prejudices 
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T
he COVID-19 pandemic has
spread around the world —
204 countries/regions/terri-

tories so far. In India, the !rst case
was reported from Kerala on Janu-
ary 30, 2020. The !rst case in Ta-
mil Nadu was reported on March 7
—a person in Kancheepuram who
had travelled abroad. 

Realising the nature of this virus
quite early on and even when this
dreaded infection was con!ned to
one country alone, in January
2020, I directed the State Health
Department to screen all the inter-
national passengers who had ar-
rived in the State. To curtail com-
munity spread, Amma’s
[ Jayalalithaa’s] government wast-
ed no time in closing down educa-
tional institutions and all high-risk
areas such as big commercial com-
plexes, malls, theatres, places of
worship and so on, on March 15.
When positive cases began show-
ing up in the neighbouring States,
I announced the closure of the
State’s borders as well, again on
March 15. 

The Tamil Nadu government
made a life-saving decision on
March 24, which was announced
by me in the Legislative Assembly
— of a complete ‘lockdown’ and
the imposition of Section 144 of
the Code Of Criminal Procedure
throughout the State till March 31.
Our call for social distancing was
further strengthened when the
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India
made the announcement of a na-
tional-level lockdown till April 14,
2020 on the same evening which
was intended to break the infec-
tion chain. The participation by 1.3
billion Indians in this national ex-
ercise once again proves our unity
in diversity. 

Augmenting infrastructure 
Tamil Nadu shares its boundary
with States which reported CO-
VID-19 positive cases in the early
days of infection in India. The four
international airports and four
major ports in the State also com-
pounded the risk of infection in
the State. But the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment was ready and around
2.09 lakh international passengers
have been screened besides
screening data obtained from the
Immigration Department on per-

sons who are natives of Tamil Na-
du but who have entered the coun-
try through an airport other than
Chennai. As a result of this screen-
ing, around 43,537 people are un-
der home quarantine and observa-
tion as on date for a period of 28
days. The houses of this high-risk
category have been identi!ed and
stickers were pasted in front of
their residences. They are being
monitored through audio/video
calls made from a dedicated dis-
trict control room by doctors post-
ed there round the clock. They
have also been given medical ad-
vice and counselling.

Since Tamil Nadu is right now
transiting to Stage II of COVID-19
transmission, the State govern-
ment has in place a detailed ‘Local
Containment Plan’ of conducting
door-to-door surveillance in the
zones where positive cases have
been identi!ed. People who are
identi!ed through active surveil-
lance will be facility quarantined.
Passive surveillance to trace the
contacts of positive persons out-
side the zone is also being under-
taken in parallel. 

The !rst exclusive block to treat
COVID-19 patients has been set up
at Chennai’s Omandurar Govern-
ment Medical College Hospital,
with a capacity of 500 beds; $10
crore has also been allocated for
the required medical equipment.
There are also dedicated COVID-19
hospitals in each district to treat
con!rmed cases. All medical col-
lege hospitals and district head-
quarters hospitals have been de-
signated as hospitals for the
management of suspected pa-
tients. Quarantine facilities have
also been arranged for passengers
arriving from a"ected countries.
These are at Poonamallee, Madu-
rai, Coimbatore and Tiruchi,
which are close to all four interna-
tional airports in the State. The
Health Department has ear-
marked about 17,000 beds in isola-
tion wards; 3,018 of those are
equipped with ventilator facilities.
I have also ensured the scaling up
of the procurement of essential
medical equipment, protective
gear for health workers, and drugs
and medicines. The Health De-
partment has managed to esta-
blish 17 COVID-19 testing laborato-
ries to cover all the regions of the
State. I am personally reviewing
and monitoring these steps. 

I have extended full support to
all frontline workers (doctors,
nurses, para-medical sta" and san-
itary workers) who are working
round the clock. A decision has

been made to recruit 530 doctors,
1,000 nurses and 1,508 lab techni-
cians to augment the robust medi-
cal team already in place. Ambu-
lance services have also been
increased, by 200.

The challenges in providing
adequate masks and other perso-
nal protective equipment for
health-care workers are being
met. I have advised the District
Collectors to involve self-help
group members to manufacture
triple-layered masks and hand
sanitisers to augment supply.
Highly populated and crowded
areas, market places, bus stands,
other public places and dwelling
areas are being disinfected regu-
larly. Thermal screening is being
done in public places and govern-
ment o#ces. Besides creating
awareness on frequent hand wash-
ing through advertisements, hand
washing and sanitising platforms
have been installed in places of pu-
blic gathering. I have announced
an additional one month’s salary
in recognition of the untiring work
by frontline health workers.

Addressing fundamentals 
The national lockdown will have a
telling impact on the poorest and
daily-wage workers in the unor-
ganised sector. An immediate and
comprehensive relief package of
$3,280 crore has been announced.
All rice card holders will receive
rice, sugar, dhal and edible oil free
for April along with $1,000 each.
Besides, as a mark of addressing
their undue hardship, workers in
the unorganised sector including
auto-rickshaw drivers will get 15 kg
rice, 1 kg dhal, 1 kg oil free and
$1,000 each. Pavement vendors
will get an extra $1,000 each. Also,
migrant workers from other States
will receive the commodities in
equal measure. For those migrant
labourers who are without shelter,
community halls/marriage halls
are being utilised, where hot, nu-
tritious cooked food is being pro-
vided, apart from medical facili-
ties. 

The nationally acclaimed State
initiative, “Amma Canteens”,

which provide meals at subsidised
rates, will serve the needy. Keep-
ing in mind the well-being of An-
ganwadi children, dry ration for 15
days is being provided in advance
to families to meet nutritional re-
quirements. Those under isolation
are also provided with nutritious
and vitamin-rich food. Senior citi-
zens, who are being served by An-
ganwadi centres, will be provided
food at their places of stay. 

I have announced an additional
two days wages to cover those ru-
ral households which are depen-
dent on their employment under
MGNREGA for their livelihood.
Around 1.5 lakh pregnant women
who are due in the next 60 days
are under close monitoring. Ne-
cessary steps have been taken to
provide medicines for the next
two months to patients with hy-
pertension, diabetes mellitus, HIV
and TB.

Ensuring physical distancing
The failure of many advanced
countries in handling the pandem-
ic has given us enough wisdom not
to take the lockdown lightly. Since
India has a large number of dense-
ly populated urban areas, the
world is watching us to know how
we are going to tackle the deadly
virus. 

However, to make this happen,
the singular message of social dis-
tancing should percolate to every
individual citizen. Several e"ective
communication materials have
been circulated in the media and
displayed in all the public places
highlighting the necessity of isola-
tion and staying at home. The
State government has a dedicated
website (https://stopcoro-
na.tn.gov.in/) to pass on veri!ed
and valuable messages. Severe le-
gal action is being taken against
violators and those spreading ru-
mours on the spread of the infec-
tion and its treatment. 

There are several initiatives to
increase the number of !eld func-
tionaries to create awareness and
to monitor the home quarantine
individuals; as on date, around
38,809 volunteers have registered
themselves and the count is in-
creasing every day.

For active enforcement of the
lockdown and to address the im-
portant issues , we have constitut-
ed 11 co-ordination teams with se-
nior-level IAS o#cers. I have also
constituted a State-level task force
headed by Chief Secretary to mon-
itor the preventive measures.

Using video-conferencing, we
are frequently reviewing the Dis-

trict Collectors for e"ective and
timely implementation of all the
steps. With all the schools, colleg-
es, shopping malls, and cinema
theatres closed, adequate supply
of daily basic necessities including
groceries, agricultural products,
milk and medicines are being en-
sured. Petrol bunks will operate
till 2.30 p.m. Only parcel services
are being allowed from restau-
rants. Call centres are operating
24x7 to o"er assistance. I have also
set up a ‘Crisis Management Com-
mittee’ in all districts under the
chairmanship of District Collec-
tors, with representatives from the
Chambers of Commerce, private
hospitals, NGOs and other stake-
holders. I have directed all the Mi-
nisters to coordinate prevention
and treatment aspects in the dis-
tricts. 

Energising the economy 
It is the responsibility of State go-
vernments to ensure the welfare of
the poor and the vulnerable. Like
many State governments, Tamil
Nadu too has also announced re-
lief packages. The Centre has sup-
ported these measures with its
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yoja-
na relief package. The timely inter-
vention of the Reserve Bank of In-
dia in announcing liquidity and
interest rate reduction measures
will also help the economy. Ho-
wever, the economic impact of
this unprecedented lockdown is
likely to be very severe and State
governments will su"er substan-
tial reductions in tax and revenue
receipts. A lot of measures will
have to be taken to revive econom-
ic growth and to stimulate con-
sumption and investment de-
mand. The Centre should help the
States continuously in this regard.
To overcome this crisis, I have the-
refore written to the Prime Minis-
ter, requesting the Centre to allo-
cate a special grant of $1-lakh crore
to all the States including $9,000
crore to Tamil Nadu; relax, as a
one-time measure, the !scal de!-
cit norm of 3% of GSDP for 2019-
2020 and 2020-2021 and permit,
during 2020-21, additional bor-
rowing of 33% above the previous
year’s level. 

At this juncture, our priority is
to fully focus on the eradication of
the pandemic. After achieving this
primary goal, I hope the country
as a whole will join hands and pro-
vide the necessary thrust to the
economy.

Edappadi K. Palaniswami is 

the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu

An eye each on containment and welfare 
In Tamil Nadu, the government’s priority has been to fully focus on stopping the pandemic in its tracks 

Edappadi K. Palaniswami 
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S
port at its best is a glorious indulgence that blends
adrenaline rush, exultant joy and mind-numbing
grief both for the athlete and the expectant fan.

However, in its worst form, sport is war minus the
shooting while the cause of nationhood whips up jin-
goistic passions. But whatever be its intrinsic nature go-
verned by context and history, sport can never exist in a
vacuum and it needs a functional society to serve as its
bedrock. In these distraught times of the pandemic and
the resultant social distancing, basic survival takes pre-
cedence over moving limbs and the frenzied applause
from a thrilled audience. And it was no surprise that
sports events have been postponed or cancelled and
the latest to face a disruption in its schedule is the
Olympics. Football continues to be the beautiful game
but the Olympics remains the world’s greatest congre-
gation adhering to its eternal ‘faster, higher, stronger’
motto. Originally slated for a July 24 to August 9 slot at
Tokyo this year, the high-voltage event got derailed
once the coronavirus took %ight from Wuhan’s wet mar-
ket and coursed through the veins of an inter-connect-
ed globe. Initially, the International Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) and host Japan were in denial and Australia
and Canada threatened to boycott the event before bet-
ter sense prevailed and the Olympics was pushed to a
July 23 start, next year.

A postponement is a !rst in the chequered history of
the modern Olympics since its inception at Athens in
1896. But worse has happened, especially the cancella-
tions, during 1916, 1940 and 1944, when the World Wars
drew vicious lines of hate. There were also the Cold War
years when the United States and its allies boycotted
the Moscow Games in 1980 and the erstwhile Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics retaliated along with the East-
ern Bloc by skipping the 1984 Olympics at Los Angeles.
The most heart-rending was the ‘Munich Massacre’ dur-
ing the 1972 edition in then West Germany when a Pal-
estinian terrorist group, Black September, killed 11
members of Israel’s squad. Seen through that prism of a
bloodied past, the latest postponement seems a mere
quibble. IOC president Thomas Bach and Tokyo 2020
president Yoshiro Mori concurred that fresh logistics
had to be worked out and ideally a year’s preparation
was mandatory. Initially estimated to cost about $28 bil-
lion, a delayed Olympics will have to factor in%ation
and a shrinking economy coping with a pandemic. Over
the next 12 months, it is hoped the virus will wane and a
semblance of normalcy will set the stage for the Olym-
pics. Sport then would be a welcome balm. But for now,
universal health is the overriding priority.

Weaker, later
The postponement is better than cancellation,

but Olympics is not on anyone’s mind now 

W
ith any big crisis comes great responsibility.
In this time of a pandemic, while there is ex-
tensive, proven value in adopting recom-

mended personal hygiene standards, maintaining phys-
ical distance, and demanding the States and Centre
provide adequate facilities for testing and treatment for
the ill, it is also essential to leave that word on the top of
the pile — Responsibility. Every public health emergen-
cy requires community recognition that this is an ex-
traordinary set of circumstances requiring far-from-or-
dinary responses. A reasonable restriction on citizens’
rights may come into play on invoking provisions of the
Epidemic Diseases Act. State police are already slap-
ping cases on violators of the lockdown conditions; ac-
tion is also being taken on those who violate quaran-
tine. However, the strongest weapon that one can
unleash against this pandemic is with every individual.
The time to say this nicely is over. It is time to insist that
every individual respond responsibly during this time:
To inform authorities of relevant history of travel, stay
in quarantine even if asymptomatic, follow all other
protocols. Keeping health authorities in the loop could
make the di"erence between life and death. 

Individuals volunteering information will help the
Central and State governments narrow down on the
cluster cases centred around the Tablighi Jamaat confe-
rence in Nizamuddin, Delhi. The spread of cases from
this one spot, which reportedly had several foreign na-
tionals who later tested positive, and where six among
those who attended died, has emerged as a key miles-
tone in India’s management of the epidemic. The confe-
rence was held on March 13, more than a week before
the Sunday lockdown. Since then, people from the con-
ference moved on, back home, and several, including
Indonesian nationals who were present at Nizamuddin,
have tested positive. While the State has deployed ‘hot-
spot’ containment strategies in ground zero in Delhi, it
is the people who have spread out in the community
that are absolutely crucial, over the next few days, to
shaping one stretch of the course of the epidemic in In-
dia. While it is a massive exercise to track down all the
attendees (it is now believed that thousands of people
were present) and each of their contacts, it must still be
done. Some States have already expressed being
thwarted, without co-operation from the participants,
and their close contacts. Unfortunately, this may leave
the job half done, or undone, leading to disastrous con-
sequences. It is indeed a Herculean task, and may even
be considered impossible, unless those who went for
the meeting in Delhi step up themselves, engage with
health authorities, submit themselves to a test, and re-
main under quarantine for the prescribed period. Hu-
manitarian crises such as pandemics invoke the worst
among men and women, but also their best. The latter
is eminently possible, as long as people believe that the
enemy is the pandemic, and act responsibly.

Step up
Citizens must not hide their travel or contact
history as authorities deal with the pandemic 


























































































































Articles given here are important from an ethical perspective and can 
be used for case studies. Read them thoroughly and pick only the 
most valuable points. You should imagine that you are the District 
Collector or Superintendent of  Police and then pick those things that 
you feel will help in containing the spread of  the virus and also 
recommend the government future course of  action and what the 
government must prioritise. 
If  you are the Chief  Secretary of  State X what measures will you 
suggest for handling the issue of  migrant labourers and what 
recommendations will you give? 
Note : NEVER GIVE UTOPIAN SUGGESTIONS. ADMINISTRATIVE 
REFORMS SUGGESTED SHOULD BE FROM OTHER STATES OR 
COUNTRIES. IT SHOULD NOT BE “WHAT I WOULD HAVE DONE 
IF I WERE THE PM/CM” 
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The Statistical tables relating to Banks in In-
dia have just been issued by Mr. Findlay Shir-
ras, the Director of Statistics. The !gures
now published relate to the calender year
1918 and are thus a little out-of-date. They,
however, serve to bring out and emphasise
some features which are peculiar to banking
development in this country. One of these,
of course, is what may be called the localisa-
tion of banking activities on the part of the
most important among banking institutions,
the reluctance, that is to say, on the part to
extend their spheres of activity to the tracts
of country surrounding them. This is what
contributes to the paucity of banking facili-
ties in the country. The number of towns in
India in which banks and their branches are
situated is, Mr. Shirras points out, only a
hundred-and-seventy-six. This means that
the majority of Indian towns — areas with a
population of 10,000 and over according to
the census of 1911 — go without banking facil-
ities. This is to say there are still 700 towns
or so in the country which cannot boast of
even a single bank serving their population. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 1, 1920. 

Banks in India. 
(From an Editorial)

If the COVID-19 pandemic lashes In-
dia with severity, it will not be just
the middle class who will be a"ected.
India’s impoverished millions are
likely to overwhelmingly bear the
brunt of the su"ering which will en-
sue. The privileged Indian has been
comfortable for too long with some
of the most unconscionable inequal-
ities in the planet. But with the pan-
demic, each of these fractures can
decimate the survival probabilities
and fragile livelihoods of the poor. 

The measures adopted by the go-
vernment to stymie the progress of
the virus were !rst to introduce a
‘work from home’ measure, to urge
people to wash their hands frequent-
ly, physical distancing, and then an
unprecedented 21-day lockdown.

Deepening a social divide
Public health experts are divided
about whether this lockdown was ab-
solutely necessary and indeed imple-
mentable. It should have been clear
that a total lockdown was possible
only for the rich and the middle class
with assured incomes during the pe-
riod, homes with spaces for distanc-
ing, health insurance and running
water supply. But how can we justify
the choice of a strategy which throws
the dispossessed, who lack all of the
above, to both hunger and infection?

When ordering the lockdown, did
the government not remember the
millions of informal workers and des-
titute people who would have no
work if they stayed home, many of
them circular migrants, estimated at
100 million? These include casual
daily-wage workers; self-employed
people such as rag-pickers, rickshaw
pullers and street vendors; and peo-
ple forced to survive by alms. 

Many among them are people
whose earnings each day barely suf-
!ce to enable them to eat and feed
their families. Does the government
expect them to voluntarily starve
and let their children die to prevent
the spread of the infection? This cri-
sis of hunger is even more dire for ol-
der people without caregivers, and
persons with disability. The govern-

ment also seems to be in amnesia
about hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren, women and men in every city
whose only home is the pavement or
the dirt patches under bridges.

Recorded messages on our
phones urge us to wash our hands
regularly. We forget, however, that
millions live in shanties without wa-
ter supply, and they buy a pot of wa-
ter, sometimes for a !fth of their
day’s earnings (irregular incomes
which are further decimated by the
lockdown). Regular cleanliness is a
remote luxury beyond their means.

We are also advised ‘social dis-
tancing’ (physical distancing) and
‘self-isolation’. How is this feasible
for large extended families who
crowd into narrow single rooms in
slums and working-class tenements?
Or for the homeless people who have
no option except to sleep in over-
crowded unsanitary government
shelters, veritable breeding centres
for infections? Or for destitute peo-
ple in beggars’ homes? Indeed, pri-
soners in overcrowded jails? And I
cannot forget those con!ned to de-
tention centres in Assam, which are
jails within jails.

And then consider the capacity of
the health system to deal with the
pandemic if (or when) it actually sub-
merges India. India’s investments in
public health are among the lowest
in the world, and most cities lack any
kind of public primary health servic-
es. A Jan Swasthya Abhiyan estimate
is that a district hospital serving a
population of two million may have
to serve 20,000 patients, but they
are bereft of the beds, personnel and

resources to do this. Few have a sin-
gle ventilator. India’s rich and mid-
dle-classes have opted out of public
health completely, leaving the poor
with unconscionably meagre servic-
es. The irony is that a pandemic has
been brought into India by people
who can a"ord plane tickets, but
while they will buy private health
services, the virus will devastate the
poor who they infect and who have
little access to health care.

The Union government has an-
nounced a package, including addi-
tional 5 kg grain a month for the next
three months under the PDS; #500
per month for the next three months
for women holding Jan-Dhan Yojana
accounts; three months’ pension in
advance to nearly three crore wi-
dows, senior citizens and the di"e-
rently-abled; and #2,000 more for
MGNREGA workers. If you and I were
told that we have to survive on just
two days’ salary and 5 kg grain a
month, with no health insurance,
how would the future look? 

The visuals of thousands of mi-
grants, suddenly left with no food
and work, walking to their homes
hundreds of miles away, dodging the
police, until the States were ordered
to seal their borders, showed clearly
that the lockdown is ine"ective.

What must be done
Most of the o$cial strategies place
the responsibility on the citizen,
rather than the state, to !ght the pan-
demic. The state did too little in the
months it got before the pandemic
reached India for expanding greatly
its health infrastructure for testing

and treatment. This includes plan-
ning operations for food and work;
security for the poor; for safe tran-
sportation of the poor to their
homes; and for special protection for
the aged, the disabled, children with-
out care and the destitute.

For two months, every household
in the informal economy, rural and
urban, should be given the equiva-
lent of 25 days’ minimum wages a
month until the lockdown continues,
and for two months beyond this.
Pensions must be doubled and
home-delivered in cash. There
should be free water tankers supply-
ing water in slum shanties through-
out the working days. Governments
must double PDS entitlements,
which includes protein-rich pulses,
and distribute these free at door-
steps. In addition, for homeless chil-
dren and adults, and single migrants,
it is urgent to supply cooked food to
all who seek it, and to deliver packed
food to the aged and the disabled in
their homes using the services of
community youth volunteers.

To ensure jails are safer, all prison
undertrial prisoners, except those
charged with the gravest crimes,
should be released. Likewise, all
those convicted for petty crimes. All
residents of beggars’ homes, wo-
men’s rescue centres and detention
centres should be freed forthwith.

India must immediately commit
3% of its GDP for public spending on
health services, with the focus on
free and universal primary and se-
condary health care. But since the
need is immediate, authorities
should follow the example of Spain
and New Zealand and nationalise
private health care. An ordinance
should be passed immediately that
no patient should be turned away or
charged in any private hospital for
diagnosis or treatment of symptoms
which could be of COVID-19.

While one part of the population
enjoys work and nutritional security,
health insurance and housing of glo-
bally acceptable standards, others
survive at the edge of unprotected
and uncertain work, abysmal hous-
ing without clean water and sanita-
tion, and no assured public health
care. Can we resolve to correct this in
post-COVID India? Can we at least
now make the country more kind,
just and equal?

Harsh Mander is a human rights worker,

writer and teacher

The o!cial strategies place the responsibility on citizens, a majority without privilege, to "ght the virus

Migrants walk to their villages after the announcement of the nation-wide
lockdown, near the Delhi-U.P. border. * PTI

A pandemic in an unequal India

Harsh Mander

The World Health Organization declared the
COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic. However,
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) declared COVID-19 an orphan disease,
or a rare disease. Which of these statements
is true? As of March 23, it seemed both.

COVID-19 and the Orphan Drug Act
In the U.S., under the Orphan Drug Act,
1983, companies are provided incentives to
develop therapies, or orphan drugs, for rare
diseases. The idea is that without these in-
centives, companies would !nd it di$cult to
recoup their R&D costs given the small num-
ber of people su"ering from the rare disease.
The Act allows seven years of market exclu-
sivity and !nancial incentives to innovators
of these drugs. As a result, orphan drugs are
often exorbitantly priced. Privileges under
the Act may be conferred to companies for
drugs to treat a disease that a"ect less than
200,000 people in the U.S., or for a disease
that a"ects more than 200,000 people but
for which there is no hope of recouping R&D
costs. Interestingly, according to the regula-
tions for revocation, if the number of people
su"ering from the disease exceeds 200,000
after designation but before approval, this
would not be a ground for revocation.

In an egregious misuse of the Act, the FDA
granted Gilead Sciences orphan drug status
for its antiviral drug, Remdesivir, on March
23. Originally developed to treat Ebola but
found ine"ective, the drug is now being test-
ed for treating COVID-19. Clinical trials are al-
ready in Phase III. But in an interesting turn
of events, on March 25 Gilead announced
that it had submitted a request to the FDA to
rescind its designation for Remdesivir. It al-
luded to the fact that abbreviated trials were
behind the initial designation, though it is
well known that there are other avenues for
abbreviated trials in such circumstances.

The question that remains is, how did the
Act apply to a potential drug for COVID-19,
which is anything but a rare disease, with
800,049 con!rmed cases across the world?
How does the U.S. FDA justify conferring the
status of an orphan drug on a therapy de-
signed to treat COVID-19? Sure, as of March
25, the U.S. had 54,941 people su"ering from
the disease. But this is simply a technicality.
Congressional !ndings for the Act state that
the purpose of the legislation is to provide !-
nancial incentives for drugs that may reason-

ably expect to generate relatively small sales.
Is it legal to apply the bene!ts of a statute to
something entirely outside its stated objec-
tive and purpose? The simple answer is no. 

Gilead is reported to have said that it in-
tends to make the drug accessible and a"or-
dable around the globe. However, Gilead’s
exorbitant pricing of its drug to treat hepati-
tis C and its drug to treat HIV attracted atten-
tion in the past. Yet in 2017, Gilead placed its
HIV therapy in the Medicines Patent Pool, a
move that would make the medicine more
accessible. For Remdesivir, Gilead’s suspen-
sion of its “compassionate use” programme
raised alarm bells. The programme was rein-
stated for only children and pregnant wo-
men; Gilead said it cannot process “the over-
whelming number of applications”. Gilead
also stated that it had transitioned to an “ex-
panded access” programme, for emergency
use in severely ill patients. Public apprehen-
sion is somewhat justi!ed, not least of all on
account of the FDA’s conduct in convenient-
ly interpreting a statute to bene!t big phar-
ma during a pandemic.

Impact on the U.S. and India
So, what would have been the impact of this
orphan drug status for the U.S., given the sta-
tus of its patents? Patents are open to chal-
lenge. Had Gilead not sought that orphan
drug status be rescinded, generic manufac-
turers would not have been able to market a
drug to treat COVID-19 with the same active
ingredient till the seven-year period of mar-
ket exclusivity had ended. This would have
given Gilead free rein on pricing and licens-
ing which would have had disastrous conse-
quences on the healthcare system.

What does this mean for India? While the
orphan drug status of Remdesivir would
have no impact on India, Gilead Sciences
does hold a patent in India, which it is likely
to claim for this use. As far as its patent rights
are concerned, Indian law permits the go-
vernment to issue a compulsory licence in
certain circumstances of a public health cri-
sis under Section 92 of the Patents Act. This
would allow third parties to manufacture a
patented drug without permission of the pa-
tent holder. Indian companies have already
expressed their capability to manufacture
the drug. The !repower under this provision
has never been deployed before. If the go-
vernment does not exercise its powers to is-
sue a compulsory license if required, Indian
manufacturers would not be able to manu-
facture generics (without challenging the pa-
tent). This would leave the people vulnera-
ble to Gilead’s pricing policies and licensing
conditions, should its drug be successful.

Shyel Trehan practises in the Delhi High Court and the

Supreme Court of India

The cost of a cure for COVID-19
If Gilead’s drug is successful, the Indian government should
issue a compulsory licence under the Patents Act

Shyel Trehan 
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Over a fortnight ago, an Italian tourist
at Wagamon, a beautiful hill town in
Kerala’s Idukki district, reportedly
had to spend a night in a cemetery at-
tached to a church. The reason? He
had been denied a room in all the ho-
tels and resorts in the area. At the
time, government authorities had
told hoteliers not to let in foreigners,
particularly those from high-risk
countries such as Italy,
France, China and Iran.
If they did, the hotels/
resorts were told to keep
the tourists in isolation
for a fortnight.

In another town,
Munnar, in the same dis-
trict, a British tourist
tested positive for CO-
VID-19 on March 15. In a moment of
high drama, the individual, along
with a group of British tourists, “es-
caped” from the Munnar resort and
boarded a plane at Kochi that was
bound for Dubai. The ‘positive’ result
came as the tourist was boarding the
plane. The authorities got all the pas-
sengers o%oaded, the &ight’s depar-
ture was delayed by a few hours, and
the British tourist group was kept iso-
lated in a hotel. Brie&y, there was
even talk of shutting down the air-
port for fear of a virus outbreak.

Viewed with suspicion
Shocked by the news, Munnar im-
posed a lockdown the following day.
The people in the town, which at-
tracts thousands of foreigners during
the tourist season, started to view ev-
ery foreigner with suspicion. In Ko-
chi, a foreign couple was turned out
of a restaurant by fellow diners. In
Kannur district, a French-Italian pair
had to starve for a couple of days as
restaurants refused to serve them.
The same story played out in many
places in Kerala, a State which other-
wise prides itself on being extremely
tourist-friendly.

Such incidents were reported
from other parts of the country as
well. A Venezuelan tourist operator,
Ma Dagnino, said: “All over India, fo-
reigners began to be seen as a
threat.” She said over a WhatsApp
message: “If guests are treated like

outcastes, and refused the most basic
of courtesies, it is India itself that will
be the most profoundly hurt.”

COVID-19 is a huge threat to India
and it’s natural that people will pan-
ic. But governments and the media
need to be mindful that their deci-
sions and reports, respectively, don’t
evoke knee-jerk reactions from the
people. Creating panic might serve to
keep people on their toes in the in-
itial stages, but this only becomes

counterproductive later.
When there is hype and
panic, people view foreign-
ers as enemies of the people
and want them out of the
country. In tourism-reliant
States like Kerala, the eco-
nomic cost of this kind of
behaviour will be massive.

The government’s steps
against the virus should not lead to
the kind of scare and stigma that
were the outcomes of the anti-HIV/
AIDS campaign during the early stag-
es of the epidemic in India. Back
then, some doctors refused to exa-
mine HIV/AIDS patients, and para-
medics sent the a%icted people out
of hospitals. The infection caused ex-
tensive social stigma and ostracism.

For a sensitive campaign
While working for this newspaper, I
had reported an incident which
showed how society viewed HIV/
AIDS once. In 1996, in a village in Ker-
ala’s Malappuram district, a group of
men led by a school headmaster
rounded up two young women
claiming that they had been “spread-
ing AIDS” in the village. The group
thrashed the women and got their
heads shaved. It was a campaign fo-
cusing on infusing fear and loathing
against AIDS patients that resulted in
such a response. The incident creat-
ed immediate reactions and caused a
drastic rethink on the way the anti-
HIV campaign was being run in
Kerala.

“Please stop infusing fear among
your citizens,” was Ma Dagnino's
message to the government. “Don’t
trash your own country by exchang-
ing kindness for fear.” 

K.P.M. Basheer, a former journalist with The

Hindu, is the CEO of a resort at Munnar

Welcomed then, stigmatised now
India must ensure that messaging and reporting
on COVID-19 doesn’t stigmatise foreigners 

K.P.M. Basheer 

Mr. Jyoti Basu, Marxist leader and former
Deputy Chief Minister of West Bengal, es-
caped with a minor injury on his little !nger
after an unknown assailant had !red at him
at Patna Railway Junction this morning. But
the bullet killed Mr. Ali Imam, a Life Insu-
rance Corporation employee. Police an-
nounced that they had taken into custody
one Surendra Prasad on suspicion. On inter-
rogation by Mr. R. Sinha, Inspector-General
of Police, and Mr. Robi Roy, Deputy Inspec-
tor-General of Police, Prasad is reported to
have said that he had come to Patna on an
errand in a self-driven car with a West Ben-
gal number plate. An earlier report that the
driver of the car, which has also been seized,
was some other person and had not been ta-
ken into custody was not con!rmed by the
police who said only Surendra Prasad had
been arrested. As the assailant’s hand shook
as he drew the revolver, he could not take
proper aim at Mr. Basu, according to eye wit-
nesses. Quickly recovering from the initial
shock, Mr. Basu was seen pointing a !nger
and heard shouting “catch him, catch him
(assailant). I am alright.”

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 1, 1970

Jyoti Basu shot at in Patna.
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Patents or Intellectual Property Rights are an ongoing issue 
between India and USA.Ever greening of  patents is employed 
by drug manufacturers based in USA increasing the cost of  life 
saving drugs. Generic drug manufacturers are companies that 
manufacture the patented drugs after the period of  exclusivity. 
Most generic manufacturers are based out of  India.This makes 
the drugs cheaper and accessible.Indian 
drugs are known for its cheap price and they are also being 
exported to other countries. Generically manufactured drugs 
are cheaper but they don’t compromise on quality. 

What 
measures will 
you suggest to 
reduce the 
stigma against 
foreigners in 
the district 
where you are 
the DC?
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centre]. The symptomatic
people are being moved to
hospitals and the asympto-
matic people are being
moved to di!erent govern-
ment-run quarantine facili-
ties,” a senior o"cial of the
Delhi Health Department
told The Hindu. “The
asymptomatic people are
not being tested immediate-
ly, but we will be closely
monitoring them. This is in
keeping with the Central go-
vernment’s guidelines,” the
o"cial said.

Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal said the Mar-
kaz had acted irresponsibly
by organising the congrega-
tion. 

Eleven people who re-
turned to Kerala have been
put under quarantine; six
from Telangana who attend-
ed the congregation have
died. In Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands, six people who
returned from the event
have tested positive. The As-
sam government has asked
people to voluntarily report
themselves if they were pre-
sent at the congregation.
Around 300 people from
the State attended the
event. 

All symptomatic people
still in Delhi are being tested
for COVID-19. “We are still in
the process of shifting peo-
ple from the Markaz [the

Tablighi o!cials charged
with defying restrictions

Reports from the State
Health Departments put the
number of positive cases at
1,544, with 1,376 active
ones. 

At a press conference
here on Tuesday, Lav Agar-
wal, Joint Secretary, Health
Ministry, said the jump in
cases could be attributed to
“lack of community sup-
port”. Even if one person
broke the nation’s commit-
ment to physical distancing
and lockdown, the results
could be very adverse.

Punya Salila Srivastava,
Joint Secretary, Home Minis-
try, said more than 6 lakh
migrants had been accom-
modated in 61,000 relief
camps across India.

Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan formed a team of
experts for guidance of CO-
VID-19 testing and research
and organised a meeting of
a Group of Ministers on
Tuesday, said Mr. Agarwal. 

The ICMR admitted that
availability of testing kits
was still an issue, and masks
should not be used indis-
criminately. 

Dr. Gangakhedkar added
that India would be able to
make indigenous diagnostic
kits within the next month
or two. “So far, 42,788 sam-
ples have been tested in In-
dia; of these, 4,346 were
tested on Monday. This is
36% of our capacity. Forty-
seven private laboratories
were allowed to test for CO-
VID-19, and they conducted
399 tests on Monday,” he
said. 

Meanwhile, the Health
Ministry said that even a sin-
gle case was a hotspot, espe-
cially when the country re-
gistered its highest
single-day jump in COVID-19
cases since January 30. The
number of cases on Tuesday
stood at 1,397, with 1,238 ac-
tive ones and 35 deaths. 

‘3 quasi-subspecies of
SARS-CoV-2 in circulation’

ting more challenging. Co-
ronavirus, the lynchpin of
this lockdown, doesn’t oc-
cupy much mindspace,
though all of them are wear-
ing masks, some ready-
made, some fashioned out
of gamchas. 

The group complains that
the police posted outside
the gates of the colony don’t
let them step out. “They hit
#rst and ask questions later.
We are shooed back into the
colony each time we try to
leave. We heard on the radio
that the Delhi government is
providing food, but we
don’t know where or how to
get to it,” 38-year-old Abdul
says. After a day without any
food on Sunday, the Rozi Ro-
ti Adhikar Abhiyan provided
$2,000 for emergency ra-
tions on Monday. 

Nearly 100 of them left for
home. With no trains or
buses, they just rode home
in auto-rickshaws and cycle
rickshaws, that on a normal
day was the means of earn-
ing a living. Thirty-two of
them pedalled cycle-rick-
shaws to cover a distance of
1,390 km to Katihar. Three
days later, covering a dis-
tance of 554 km, they
reached Lucknow on Tues-
day morning. “Their mobile
phones are switched o!, so
we don’t know if the police
caught them or if they are
still continuing on their
journey,” Mohammed Ni-
zammudin, another auto-
rickshaw driver, whose dis-
tant relative is one of the 32
making the journey, says. 

For the 80-odd who
stayed back, each day is get-

Forced to stay, workers
now battle hunger 

The displacement of lakhs of
migrants could have been
avoided had Prime Minister
Narendra Modi #rst consult-
ed the State governments,
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said in an
interview to The Hindu. 

“Who is to implement the
lockdown? Can the Union go-
vernment on its own do so?
The answer is no. Ultimately,
it’s the State government’s
job to implement it. Did the
Prime Minister talk to any of
the State governments be-
fore unilaterally announcing
it? No,” Mr. Baghel said,
speaking over phone from
Raipur. 

Chhattisgarh has reported
seven COVID-19 cases, with
no deaths so far. 

It was one of the #rst
States to announce a lock-
down on March 21, four days
before Mr. Modi announced
a nationwide 21-day lock-
down. 

“We have the Mumbai-

Howrah highway cutting
across the State and could
not have taken a chance,”
Mr. Baghel said the citing
reason for an early lock-
down. 

The Union government
should have reached out to
the industry also and the
economic package should
have precluded the lock-
down. It should have antici-
pated that once the lock-
down was implemented
scores of persons would not
be able to earn a living and
would obviously head out to
places where they felt more
secure, Mr. Baghel said.

“We are staring at a severe
economic crisis,” he said. 

“All skilled and unskilled
labourers have left the facto-
ries because of the lock-
down. The wheels of all in-
dustries have come to a
screeching halt. I am no eco-
nomist, but surely, we will
see the economic impact of
this lockdown in years to
come,” he said. 

The lockdown, he added,
would have a similar impact
of pulling down the econo-
my as demonetisation had. 

The Chief Minister said
that there was a crying need
for a second economic pack-

age to reach out to those
who did not bene#t from Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman’s announcements of
March 26 such as the land-
less labourers and workers
in the unorganised sector,
among others. 

‘Pay MNREGA workers’
In a recent letter to Mr. Modi,
Mr. Baghel had suggested
that $1,000 a month should
be transferred to MNREGA
and workers in the unorgan-
ised sector for the next three
months. 

Instead of the promised
$500 to women Jan Dhan ac-
count holders, Mr. Bhagel
suggested that $750 must be
transferred and the scheme
should be extended to men
too. 

“The only way to avert an
economic crisis is to infuse
#nancial liquidity and in-
crease the purchasing power
of the end consumer. The
Union government will have
to move swiftly in this direc-
tion,” Mr. Baghel added. 

‘Exodus could have been avoided’
PM should have consulted States before announcing lockdown, says Baghel 
Sobhana K. Nair 

New Delhi

With the government
clamping down on the
movement of migrant
workers who are %eeing
the cities in the absence of
any means to earn, CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury said those who
have stayed back need “vis-
ible and active” support
from the government.

“Private charity, while
welcome, is not a replace-
ment for the government
failing to discharge its basic
constitutional duty,” Mr.
Yechury said. 

Attempts to create social
disharmony, tarnish sec-
tions, ostracise workers
and the vulnerable by com-
munal, casteist and sectar-
ian forces must be resisted,
he said. 

“If not, India’s health
and humanitarian crisis —
with the Centre’s knee-jerk
responses — will only wor-
sen the situation,” Mr. Ye-
chury added.

Migrants need
active support,
says Yechury
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

The Indian Newspaper So-
ciety, in a letter to Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man, has sought a two-year
tax holiday and removal of
all import duty on new-
sprint, seeking an urgent
relief for the collapsing
newspaper sector. 

The society said the in-
dustry had been hit by a
“triple whammy of corona-
virus, plummeting adver-
tising and customs duty on
newsprint which has led to
an unimaginable situation”
where the domestic new-
spaper industry is on the
brink of collapse. 

The circulation of new-
spapers has been badly hit
due to the lockdown. The
advertising, too, has plum-
meted severely curtailing
two key revenue streams
for newspapers. 

Last year, a 10% import
duty was imposed on new-
sprint, taking the total cus-
toms duty on newsprint to
15%. In this year’s Budget,
10% of duty was removed
but the newspapers still
have to pay 5% duty, which
the INS demanded be
waived o!. 

“Media’s activity is es-
sential, and our newspap-
ers are going above and
beyond their call of duty in
this pandemic, with edito-
rial and other colleagues...
putting themselves at great
personal risk to be at the
frontlines, to ensure read-
ers get life-saving and other
essential information day
after day, in the safety of
their homes,” the letter
said.

It said that last year well-
known English newspap-
ers such as DNA and the Fi-
nancial Chronicle shut
their print editions. 

It said there needs to be
a “level playing #eld bet-
ween foreign digital giants
and domestic Indian new-
spapers”.

INS seeks
relief for
newspapers
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day upheld the right to free
discussion about COVID-19,
even as it directed the media
to refer to and publish the of-
#cial version of the develop-
ments in order to avoid inac-
curacies and large-scale
panic.

It ordered the govern-
ment to start a daily bulletin
on COVID-19 developments
through all media avenues in
the next 24 hours.

A Bench, led by Chief Jus-
tice of India Sharad A.
Bobde, was responding to a
request from the Central go-
vernment that media out-
lets, in the “larger interest of
justice”, should only publish
or telecast anything on CO-
VID-19 after ascertaining the
factual position from the
government.

A Ministry of Home A!airs
(MHA) report in the court,
signed by Union Home Se-

cretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla,
explained that “any deliber-
ate or inaccurate” reporting
by the media, particularly
web portals, had a “serious
and inevitable potential of
causing panic in larger sec-
tion of the society”.

The Ministry said any pan-
ic reaction in the midst of an
unprecedented situation
based on such reporting
would harm the entire na-
tion. Creating panic is also a
criminal o!ence under the
Disaster Management Act,
2005, the Ministry said.

But the court took a view
balancing free press and the
need to avoid panic in socie-
ty during an unprecedented

crisis. “We expect the media
[print, electronic or social]
to maintain a strong sense of
responsibility and ensure
that unveri#ed news capable
of causing panic is not dis-
seminated. A daily bulletin
by the Government of India
through all media avenues,
including social media and
forums to clear the doubts of
people, would be made ac-
tive within a period of 24
hours as submitted by the
Solicitor- General of India.
We do not intend to interfere
with the free discussion
about the pandemic, but di-
rect the media refer to and
publish the o"cial version
about the developments,”

the court ordered. Noting
that the 21-day nationwide
lockdown was “inevitable”
in the face of an “unprece-
dented global crisis” like the
COVID-19 pandemic, the go-
vernment blamed “fake and
misleading” messages on so-
cial media for creating wi-
despread panic, which led to
mass “barefoot” journey of
migrant workers from cities
to their native villages in ru-
ral India.

Fake news
“Deliberate or inadvertent
fake news and material capa-
ble of causing a serious panic
in the minds of the public is
found to be the single most
unmanageable hindrance in
the management of this chal-
lenge... Will set up a separate
unit headed by a Joint Secre-
tary-level o"cer in the
Health Ministry and consist-
ing of eminent specialist
doctors from recognised in-
stitutions like AIIMS to answ-

er the queries of citizens,”
the Ministry’s 39-page status
report said.

The Ministry said the Na-
rendra Modi government, in
fact, took “pro-active, pre-
emptive and timely” action
13 days before even the
World Health Organization
declared COVID-19 a “public
health emergency of interna-
tional concern”. Very few
countries responded as well
as India. 

But the mass migration of
the poor would defeat the
preventive measures taken
by the Central government,
the Ministry said. It said
“there was no necessity for
migrant workers to rush to
their villages” when the
Centre, fully conscious that
no citizen should be de-
prived of basic amenities,
had announced a $1.70 lakh
crore package under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-
lyan Yojana to take care of
their daily needs.

SC upholds right to discuss COVID-19
It asks the media to publish o!cial version to avoid panic; government told to issue a daily bulletin 

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI 

The Central government
on Tuesday extended the
validity of expired driving
licences and vehicle regis-
trations until June 30 to
help those a!ected by the
nationwide lockdown.

The other documents
for which relief has been
provided include all other
documents required by a
person under the Motor
Vehicles Act. 

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
has issued an advisory to
all the States and Union
Territories communicating
its decision. 

It requested all the
States to implement the ad-
visory “in letter and spirit”
so that people and tran-
sporters and organisations
rendering essential servic-
es did not get harassed and
faced di"culties, a Minis-
try statement said. 

Ministry
extends relief
to motorists
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

A petition was #led on Tues-
day in the Supreme Court
seeking a direction to the go-
vernment to provide free
COVID-19 testing in all labo-
ratories, including private
ones.

The plea, #led by Delhi re-
sident Shashank Deo Sudhi,
challenged the legality of a
March 17 advisory that caps
the price for COVID-19 test-
ing at $4,500. 

Mr. Sudhi said the adviso-
ry was both discriminatory
and a violation of the funda-
mental right to life under Ar-
ticle 21 of the Constitution.

“It is extremely di"cult
for the common citizen to
get himself/herself tested in
the government hospital/

labs and being no alternative
in the sight, the people are
constrained to pay the
capped amount to the priv-
ate hospital/labs for protect-
ing their lives. The respon-
dents are completely
insensitive and indi!erent to

the plight of the common ci-
tizen of the country who are
already #nancially burdened
on account of completely
locked down with no possi-
bility of being unlocked in
recent future,” the petition
said.

In the alternative, the peti-
tion asked the court to direct
the court to “ramp up the
testing facilities at the ear-
liest, given the escalating
mortality and morbidity rate
across the country”. 

Mr. Sudhi said the CO-
VID-19 tests should be con-
ducted under NABL (Nation-
al Accreditation Board for
Testing and Calibration Lab-
oratories) accredited patho-
logical laboratories as the
non-accredited labs were not
conforming to the standards
of best practices prescribed
by International Laboratory
Accreditation Co-operation
and Asia Paci#c Accredita-
tion Co-operation. 

Petition in SC seeks free testing
It challenges legality of advisory that caps the price for testing at "4,500

Petition said the advisory was both discriminatory and a
violation of the fundamental right to life. * REUTERS

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

As the 21-day lockdown
completed its #rst week, the
Congress on Tuesday asked
the Union government to
procure more COVID-19
testing kits, o!er interest
subvention on the three-
month moratorium on loans
and EMIs, and arrange for
harvesting and storage of
Rabi crops.

In an online interaction,
former Union Minister Man-
ish Tewari said that as India
moved from second to the
next stage of the pandemic,
the government should pro-
cure and supply testing kits
to the State governments on
priority.

“We are testing 32 people

for a population of 10 lakh,
while in England, it is 1921
and in the United States, it is
2,600....The only antidote
to testing is test, test and
more tests,” he said.

The State governments
were keeping the testing kits
for a time when the number
of cases may shoot up, he
said. So far, only four com-
panies have been allowed to
make the kits while 17 had
applied for permission, he
said. 

“We would urge the go-
vernment to #nd a way out
without comprising on qual-
ity. Claims about India not
seeing community transmis-
sion can be made only if
there is large-scale testing,”
he stated.

Congress urges govt. to
get more testing kits 
‘Rule out community transmission’
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Union Home Ministry
wrote to all States and Union
Territories on March 21 to
“identify, screen and qua-
rantine” 824 foreign Tablighi
Jamaat members who were
travelling to di!erent parts
of the country. 

While the Centre dissemi-
nated information to the
States about the movement
of the religious group’s mem-
bers, the virus had already
spread to various parts of the
country.

In Jammu and Kashmir,
80% of the COVID-19-posi-
tive cases reported so far are
linked to an index patient

who attended a gathering at
Alami Markaz Banglewali
Masjid in south Delhi’s Niza-
muddin. The patient died on
March 26. In Telangana, 50%
of the cases are linked to the
meetings organised by the
Markaz.

On March 28, the Home
Ministry shot o! another let-
ter to the States that around
2,000 Tablighi Jamaat mem-
bers from Bangladesh, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia and Thailand
who entered India on tourist
visa appeared to be “poten-
tial carriers” of COVID-19. It
asked the States to “screen,
quarantine” and deport
them if possible. All interna-
tional %ights were suspend-

ed on March 23 and the
country was placed under a
21-day lockdown on March
24 to prevent the spread of
the pandemic. 

The March 28 letter said
“open domain reports” sug-
gested that several people
who attended a religious
congregation, held from Fe-
bruary 27 to March 1, at Kua-
la Lumpur, Malaysia, had
tested positive, and hence
“thorough screening of
those who arrived from Ma-
laysia is urgently needed.”
By this time, many cases had
been reported in Maharash-
tra, Telangana, Andhra Pra-
desh and Tamil Nadu. 

According to the Home

Ministry’s data, since Janu-
ary 1, 2,100 foreigners had
visited India for Tablighi ac-
tivities and the Bureau of Im-
migration (BOI) started shar-
ing details of all
international arrivals with
the States from March 6. 

But before the Ministry is-
sued the letters, several
States had already informed
the Union Health Ministry’s
control room about the posi-
tive cases linked to the Mar-
kaz. Health Ministry o"cials
did not respond.

On March 21, a day before
the ‘Janta Curfew’, Jammu
and Kashmir o"cials in-
formed the Health Ministry’s
control room of the 65-year-

old index patient. His con-
tact-tracing revealed that he
had travelled to Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Delhi,
Deoband, Jammu and Srina-
gar from February 16.

Around 15,000 people are
said to have come in contact
with him directly or indirect-
ly. 

His eight family members
have tested positive, and 14
medical sta! members, who
attended on him at a Srina-
gar hospital, have been
quarantined.

Before this, on March 20,
the Telangana police de-
tained 11 foreign nationals
from a Tablighi Markaz
(centre) in Hyderabad.

States told to track foreign Tablighi members
Home Ministry letter directed that they be screened, quarantined and deported, if possible
Vijaita Singh

New Delhi 

The COVID-19 pandemic is a
“turning point in history”,
said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, in a telephone
conversation with French
President Emanuel Macron
on Tuesday. 

According to a release by
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, PM Modi expressed his
condolences for the loss of
lives in the pandemic in
France. 

“The French President
strongly agreed with Prime
Minister’s view that the CO-
VID-19 crisis is a turning
point in modern history and
o!ers the world an oppor-
tunity to forge a new hu-
man-centric concept of glo-
balisation,” the MEA
statement said, adding that
the two leaders had agreed
to have Indian and French
experts share preventive
measures, research on
treatment and vaccines.

The two leaders had both

appeared on an emergency
video conference convened
by Saudi King Salman last
week to discuss the pan-
demic, where leaders of the
G-20 had committed to in-
fusing $5 trillion into the
global economy to mitigate
the impact of the virus. 

During the conference,
Mr. Modi had stressed on
the need for the G-20 to look
at humanitarian aspects to
global challenges like pan-
demics, climate change and
terrorism.

Global concerns
The MEA said Mr. Modi and
Mr. Macron had “under-
lined the importance of not
losing sight of other global
concerns like climate
change, which impact hu-
manity as a whole. 

They also stressed the
need to devote special atten-
tion to the needs of less de-
veloped countries, includ-
ing those in Africa, during
the present crisis.” 

‘COVID-19 crisis a
turning point in history’ 
Modi, Macron hold talks over pandemic
Special correspondent

NEW DELHI







































































NDMA is a statutory 
body whose 
chairperson is Prime 
Minister of  India. 
National Executive 
Committee will 
assist the NDMA. 
NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE OF 
DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT has 
the mandate of  
Human Resource 
development and 
capacity building. 
NATIONAL 
DISASTER 
RESPONSE FORCE 
works under the 
overall guidance of  
NDMA. AT THE 
STATE LEVEL SDMA 
IS CHAIRED BY CM. 
DISTRICT 
DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT 
AUTHORITY IS 
HEADED BY 
DISTRICT 
COLLECTOR

PM Garib Kalyan 
Yojana was valid from 
Dec 16 to March 31 
2017. It provided an 
opportunity to 
declared unaccounted 
wealth and black 
money. PM Garib 
Kalyan Package was 
announced on March 
26th 2020 for BPL 
families to reduce loss 
due to COVID - 19.

G20 informal 
group of  19 
countries and 
European Union + 
IMF and world 
bank 
representatives. 
India is a member. 
Does not have 
permanent 
secretariat or 
Headquarters.They 
work as TROIKA. 
(GOOGLE).
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NEWS

Viral e!ect: Migrant workers eating meals supplied by social workers under a !yover in Mumbai on Tuesday; persons from di"erent areas of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh who completed their quarantine being discharged from a hotel in Srinagar; people stand
in a queue outside a bank to withdraw money in Bikaner; and a medical team examining a person in Jaipur. * EMMANUAL YOGINI, NISSAR AHMAD & PTI 

MUMBAI SRINAGAR BIKANER JAIPUR

RS members to donate
from MPLADS fund 
NEW DELHI

Many members of the Rajya
Sabha have consented to
contribute from their
Members of Parliament Local
Area Development Scheme
(MPLADS) funds to the
common central pool to fight
COVID-19. Rajya Sabha
Chairman Venkaiah Naidu had
asked the MPs to contribute
at least #1 crore each from
their MPLAD funds. Under the
scheme, each MP has the
choice to suggest to the
District Collector works
estimated at #5 crore a year
to be taken up in their
respective constituencies.

20 areas declared 
‘Red Zones’ in Kashmir
SRINAGAR

The Jammu and Kashmir
administration has declared
over 20 villages and five
urban pockets as no-go ‘Red
Zones’ as the number of
COVID-19 cases jumped to 55.
Six more people tested
positive on Tuesday. “The six
positive cases were reported
from the Kashmir division,”
said J&K spokesperson Rohit
Kansal. An official said 20
villages in Pulwama, Budgam,
Shopian and Nandipora and
five urban areas in Srinagar
have been declared ‘Red
Zones’. 

Youth killed for warning
about 2 with symptoms
PATNA

A youth in Sitamarhi district
of Bihar was beaten to death
on March 29 for warning the
local authorities that two
villagers who had returned
from Mumbai recently could
be infected with COVID-19.
The two villagers and their
families were furious with
Bablu Kumar Mahto, 20, who
had informed the medical
authorities. They caught
Bablu Kumar alone on March
29 and beat him up, his
brother, Guddu Mahto, said.
Sudhir Mahato and Munna
Kumar Mahato were arrested.

India’s highest science advi-
sory body, the o!ce of the
Principal (PSA), and the Un-
ion Health Ministry appear
out of sync on whether
masks should be widely used
by people.

The Ministry’s standing
recommendation is that not
everybody should be wear-
ing masks. Among those who
are not healthcare workers,
only those who had a cough
or exhibited signs of a "u or a
respiratory illness need to be
wearing them as did those
caring for COVID-19 patients.
The reason this isn’t recom-
mended for the public at
large — though now almost
anyone on the street can be
seen to be wearing them — is
that it will lead to a shortage
and unavailability for doc-
tors, nurses and other hospi-
tal sta#.

On Tuesday, however, the

o!ce of the PSA through the
Press Information Bureau re-
commended the widespread
use of masks. It endorsed,
above all, home-made masks
that could easily be made
and were reusable with
washing and sanitising.

“The proposed guide is
meant to provide a simple
outline of best practices to
make, use and reuse masks
to enable NGOs and indivi-
duals to self-create such
masks and accelerate wides-
pread adoption of masks
across India. The key criteria
for proposed designs are
ease of access to materials,
easy of making at home, and
ease of use and reuse. Wear-
ing of masks is especially re-
commended for people liv-
ing in densely populated
areas across India,” notes the
advisory. 

The o!ce of the PSA is a
key coordinating agency
among government scienti$c

bodies and industry to accel-
erate decisions on dealing
with COVID-19. It does not
recommend the use of the
health mask or the N95 mask
that are expensive, not-reus-
able and largely used in hos-
pital settings.

K. Vijay Raghavan, Princi-
pal Scienti$c Adviser, did not

immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

The Health Ministry,
which is the nodal agency for
monitoring the pandemic,
said it was “studying the re-
commendations” of the of-
$ce of the PSA.

Health Ministry spokes-
person Lav Agrawal said at

the daily press brie$ng on
Tuesday, “The World Health
Organization hasn’t given a
categorical opinion on its
[mask] usage. However, a
technical committee is look-
ing into this issue and suita-
ble guidelines will be issued
soon. Our stress is on social
distancing. We request that
not everyone wear a mask.
We have de$ned guidelines
on who should and shouldn’t
be wearing one.”

Raman Gangakhedkar,
who was also at the brie$ng
as a representative of the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR), said: “There’s
a wide gap between the
number of cases in the Unit-
ed States and India and the
risk of exposure isn’t as
much here. Hence only
those sick or at risk of expo-
sure should be wearing
them.”

Other than the question of
shortage, the scienti$c con-

sensus was that COVID-19
was not an airborne disease
and most people contracted
it through coming into con-
tact with infectious droplets
picked up from surfaces.

“The government's policy
regarding the use of masks is
evolving. Probably they are
now taking more notice of
the fact there may be a sizea-
ble number of asymptomatic
carriers of the infection —
some studies suggest nearly
25% of COVID-19 infected
may be asymptomatic — and
wearing a mask is a good pre-
cautionary measure,” said
Sunit Singh, molecular virol-
ogist, Institute of Medical
Sciences, Banaras Hindu
University.

The March 31 advisory
from the o!ce of the PSA re-
commends the use of home-
made cotton masks that are
reusable after appropriate
washing and disinfection
that can be done at home. 

Ministry, Scienti!c Adviser di"er on mask use
Health Ministry says it is ‘studying the recommendations’ of the o!ce of the PSA for widespread use of masks

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

To wear or not: Health workers wearing protective masks in
Bhubaneswar. * BISWARANJAN ROUT

Ambulance staff in U.P.
threaten to halt work 
LUCKNOW

Around 16,000 emergency
ambulance workers in Uttar
Pradesh threatened to stop
work if the company hiring
them did not give them
protective gear for handling
COVID-19 cases. They also
demanded that their salary,
which has been allegedly not
paid since January, be
released immediately. In a
letter to GVK EMRI, the
private company that hires
them, the Ambulance
Karmachari Sangh said that if
the requirements were not
met, they would halt work. 

A Science and Technology
Empowered Committee for
COVID-19 response has
been constituted and will
be chaired by Prof. Vinod
Paul, member, NITI Aayog
and Prof. K. Vijay Ragha-
van, Principal Scienti$c
Adviser to the government,
the Health Ministry said on
Tuesday. 

It said this committee
would coordinate among
science agencies, scien-
tists, industries and regula-
tory bodies. “The Commit-
tee will work with the
Department of Science &
Technology, Department
of Biotechnology, Council
of Scienti$c and Industrial
Research, Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation and Indian
Institute for Science to take
speedy decisions on re-
search,” it said. 

Panel formed
to coordinate
virus research 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

As most COVID-19 patients in
Indore, where 17 persons
tested positive on Tuesday,
have no contact or travel his-
tory, health workers are
grappling to identify the
source, indicating the most
populous and largest city of
Madhya Pradesh may alrea-
dy be witnessing the com-
munity transmission stage. 

“We are not able to detect
the source as such, because
there is no person with inter-
national travel history who
has tested positive,” said Sa-
lil Sakalle, Professor, Com-
munity Medicine, Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial Medical
College, Indore, the only fa-
cility testing for the illness in
western Madhya Pradesh. 

Dr. Sakalle pointed out
there were some patients
with national travel history.
“During travel, they proba-
bly might have come in con-
tact [with those infected],”
he said.

Indore bears the burden

of 44 patients, most resi-
dents of congested localities,
of the 66 cases in the State.
In addition, three persons
from the city died of CO-
VID-19. Besides, eight cases
in Jabalpur, six in Ujjain,
four in Bhopal, and two each
in Shivpuri and Gwalior have
been registered.

According to the World
Health Organization (WHO),
community transmission is
evidenced by the inability to
relate con$rmed cases
through chains of transmis-
sion for a large number of
cases, or by increasing posi-
tive tests through sentinel
samples. 

“Coincidently almost all
positive cases, including $rst
ones, have come from con-
gested areas, so probably
they have done a lot of com-
munity transmission,” Dr.
Sakalle said. Though pockets
have been identi$ed, that
doesn’t spell a possible wip-
ing out of the virus locally.
“If we are able to contain it
in certain pockets and cover

all contacts, then maybe we
can make it controlled. We
have no way to control their
[overall] number,” he added. 

Aggressive testing in rela-
tion to other cities such as
Bhopal and Jabalpur has
yielded more numbers too.
Until March 30, the college
had tested 261 samples since
March 21. “Most cases in the
$rst lot for Indore were
those admitted to govern-
ment and private hospital
ICUs whose samples we took
to test for acute severe respi-
ratory illnesses when the
testing for COVID-19 was res-
tricted to only those with
travel history abroad. When
the ICMR revised the guide-
lines, we ran their samples
for COVID-19 too, and many
tested positive,” explained
Dr. Sakalle. 

Those who had come into
contact with these persons
tested positive. “Those
who’re dying, are either el-
derly or have some co-mor-
bidities of diabetes or hyper-
tension,” he said. 

Lack of contact, travel history amid spike in cases

Sidharth Yadav

Bhopal

Doctors suspect community
transmission in Indore 

At a time when hotspot con-
tainment measures are
among the focus areas for
prevention and control of
the coronavirus outbreak
(COVID-19), renowned virol-
ogist T. Jacob John has called
for a shift in strategy — chas-
ing the virus should be
phased down and checking
for the virus in infected per-
sons should be stepped up. 

“This is not a hotspot
transmitting virus but it is a
virus that transmits eve-
rywhere... Containment
measures have to continue.
But now, containment mea-
sures should have 30% prior-
ity, and healthcare testing
70% priority. Healthcare
checking is another way of
containment measure as we
will be $nding infected peo-
ple who had no travel histo-
ry,” said Dr. John, retired
professor of virology, Chris-
tian Medical College,
Vellore.

Silently infected
That community-based
transmission is happening in

India is not accepted, he stat-
ed. “We do not see it because
the majority of people are si-
lently infected and only a
few will show symptoms. We
are not looking at sympto-
matic people. We are looking
at test results, tests based on
travel and contact with those
who have travelled. That
phase is more or less over.
Continuing to chase people
who had travelled and their
contacts is alright if we have
su!cient manpower and
energy. But today, what we
need to understand is that

the virus has widely spread,”
he stated.

COVID-19 is a pandemic,
meaning that all countries
are a#ected. It means it is a
widely transmitting virus, he
said, adding: “In every pan-
demic, within countries, the
virus will spread to every
nook and corner where hu-
man beings live. Even in tri-
bal areas where the neigh-
bouring house is one mile
away, the virus will reach
there as people will have
contact with someone. If not
this month, next month. So
that kind of a spread should
be anticipated now, a wides-
pread community spread is
going to happen.”

What should be done
now? He said now is the time
to prepare the healthcare
system to face huge numbers
of sick people. “That prepa-
ration is what we need now,
not chasing the virus. Chas-
ing the virus must be phased
down and checking for the
virus in sick people must be
stepped up. The strategy
from now onwards should
be lesser and lesser on ef-
forts paid for travel-related

search and more emphasis
on illness-related testing,” he
said. 

Fever, cough
Dr. John added that it was
high time that the strategy
be shifted to testing people
with fever and cough. “Any-
body with fever and cough
must be checked. Additional
symptoms like fatigue, hea-
dache, nausea, vomiting,
diarrhoea, body ache are
common to both in"uenza
and COVID-19. High fever is
common in COVID-19 but
not in common cold. So, in-
"uenza and COVID-19 should
be in one category, and all
other respiratory infections
in another. If there is a loss of
smell, if taste disappears for
one day, if there is breathing
di!culty, it is more like CO-
VID-19. Those people should
be tested for in"uenza and
COVID-19,” he explained. 

“The testing strategy must
expand to illness testing as
the virus is on the loose in
the community. Whether
the government accepts it or
not, it is already in the com-
munity,” he said. 

‘Step up checking in patients’
Jacob John says chasing the virus should be phased down in a strategy shift
Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

One week into the COVID-19
lockdown, and $ve days after
the Centre’s welfare package
was announced, there is no
sign of the promised free
grains and pulses at ration
shops across the country.

Although the Finance Mi-
nister promised that the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-
lyan Yojana would come into
e#ect immediately, the Food
Department only issued or-
ders to the States on Mon-
day, and States are yet to lift
the additional grain for the
distribution of the extra 5 kg
rice or wheat per bene$ci-
ary. For the promised 1 kg of
free pulses, the need to pro-
cess and transport procured
dals, is causing even further
delays.

Jaigunnissa, a 38-year old
domestic worker and moth-
er of three, is disgruntled by
the delay. She has walked for
more than half-an-hour from
her home in Delhi’s Sarai
Kale Khan area, in order to
stand in the morning sun
outside her ration shop in

Bhogal, slowly moving from
one chalk circle to the next,
keeping the proper corona-
virus-era distance from oth-
er shoppers.

“I heard that the Modi sar-
kar announced extra ration
last week itself. But when I
come here, I $nd that they
are still giving only the 7.5 kg
promised by Kejriwal,” she
says, gesturing to the large
poster of the Delhi Chief Mi-
nister hung at the entrance
to the shop, promising an
enhanced ration of 6 kg of
wheat and 1.5 kg of rice, now
provided free of cost to each
bene$ciary.

Lost livelihood
She and her husband, who
has a cycle-rickshaw, have
both lost their livelihood due
to the lockdown. “The lady
of the house where I work
has said that since she is now
doing all the cooking, clean-
ing, washing, she cannot pay
me any salary. So I am de-
pendent on ration only. My
children will only get rotis
and salt during this lock-
down.,” she adds, using her
dupatta as a makeshift mask.

“We have just issued the
notice to States to lift the ad-
ditional allocation,” Food Se-
cretary Ravikant told The
Hindu on Monday, four days
after the initial announce-
ment. “States now have to
plan and organise transpor-
tation from the godowns [of
the Food Corporation of
India].”

Advice to States
The March 30 notice to
States advises them to lift the
additional allocation togeth-
er with the regular monthly
allocation under the Nation-
al Food Security Act within

the timelines prescribed for
that. “However, for States/
UTs which have already lift-
ed the allocation under
NFSA for April may lift this
additional allocation for
April till 30 April,” says the
notice, seeming to indicate
that many ration cardhol-
ders may not actually re-
ceive their extra free grains
for some weeks to come.

The distribution of pulses
may be more complicated as
few States regularly incorpo-
rate them into their public
distribution system so far.
Senior o!cials under the
Consumer A#airs Depart-

ment say that the ground-
work has just begun, with
States having sent in their
requisitions.

While a su!cient stock of
34.25 metric tonnes of puls-
es are available with NAFED,
these are whole grams di-
rectly procured from farm-
ers, and are yet to be milled
and processed, for which the
Centre will need to rope in
private players. Also, unlike
FCI, which has procurement
and storage facilities for rice
and wheat in every district,
pulses are procured from
eight or nine districts only,
creating more transporta-
tion and logistical hurdles,
said an o!cial.

For 52-year-old Moham-
mad Akhtar, standing in
queue outside the Bhogal
PDS shop for the second con-
secutive day after surging
crowds prevented distribu-
tion on Monday, that may be
too little too late. The gar-
ment factory worker does
not even have money to
pound the ration wheat he
gets, let alone buy vegeta-
bles, dal or oil. 

“I have only %40 remain-

ing in my pocket which I am
saving up for emergencies,”
he says, adding that his fami-
ly of four children are now
dependent on the food
served at a local government
school.

Running out of food
“At this point, ration shops
have become more crucial
than ever before for the 40%
of the Delhi population who
are NFSA bene$ciaries, at a
time when lakhs of people
are running out of food and
are on the brink of starvation
due to the lockdown,” says
Amrita Johri of the Rozi Roti
Adhikar Abhiyan (Right to
Food Campaign), which has
started monitoring shops
across the city during the
lockdown.

“Out of the 31 shops we
have checked so far, four of
them — over 10% — were
closed, with grave conse-
quences for those who de-
pend on them for suste-
nance,” she said, noting that
further inquiry may have un-
covered a black market oper-
ation being run out of one of
the closed shops. 

Centre’s extra ration promise yet to be kept at PDS shops
Orders issued only on Monday; States yet to lift additional grain for the distribution of extra 5 kg rice or wheat 

On an empty stomach: Bene$ciaries waiting in a queue to
collect rations at Shahpur Jat in New Delhi on Tuesday. * PTI

Priscilla Jebaraj 
Sobhana K. Nair

NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
has allowed the use of Hy-
droxychloroquine in combi-
nation with Azithromycin
under close monitoring for
patients with severe disease
and requiring ICU manage-
ment as per the revised Gui-
delines on Clinical Manage-
ment of COVID–19.

Hydroxychloroquine was
previously under testing
and was allowed to be admi-
nistered only to doctors and
caregivers in direct contact
with COVID-19 positive cas-
es. 

The Health Ministry has
noted that no speci$c antivi-
ral have been proven to be
e#ective as per currently
available data. However,
based on the available infor-
mation (uncontrolled clini-
cal trials), the following
drugs may be considered.

It has, however, cau-
tioned that the medication
is presently not recom-
mended for children less
than 12 years, pregnant and
lactating women. “The re-

vised guidelines are based
on currently available infor-
mation and would be re-
viewed from time to time as
new evidence emerges,” it
added.

Health Ministry’s Revised
National Clinical Manage-
ment of COVID-19 is intend-
ed for clinicians taking care
of hospitalised adult and
paediatric patients of CO-
VID–19. “This is not meant
to replace clinical judgment
or specialist consultation
but rather to strengthen
clinical management of
these patients and provide
up-to-date guidance,” noted
the document.

“We are also o#ering sup-
port to treating physicians
and AIIMS, New Delhi is
running a 24x7 helpline to
provide support to the treat-
ing physicians on clinical
management. The helpline
number is 9971876591. The
identi$ed nodal doctor of
the State, appointed for clin-
ical management of CO-
VID–19 should only contact
AIIMS Call Centre,” said a se-
nior Health Ministry o!cial.

Hydroxychloroquine
combination allowed
Ministry issues revised guidelines

special correspondent

NEW DELHIMPLAD funds - centrally sponsored fully sponsored by the GoI.Non 
lapsable funds. Funds are directly released as grants in aid to district 
authorities .MPs have recommendatory role. It comes under the  
Ministry of  statistics and programme implementation. It’s purpose is 
to bring development at the local level and caters to a bottom up 
approach. 
National Food Security Act - introduced in 2013. Provide subsidised 
food grain. Mid day meal scheme, PDS and Integrated Child 
Development Services are included under the Act.75% of  rural 
population and 50% of  urban population will be covered under it. 
Nutritional support to women and children. Will cover households 
under Antyodaya Anna Yojana and Priority Households. Two thirds of  
the population will be covered. 
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Gita Sen, Director and Distinguished Professor, Ramalingas-
wami Centre on Equity & Social Determinants of Health
(RCESDH), Public Health Foundation of India, speaks about
how the stigma attached to COVID-19 is much like what was
seen with HIV/AIDS and how it is a result of poor knowledge.

In this time of stress
associated with COVID-19,
why is a small group of
people being stigmatised?
How is this di!erent from
other health crises we have
faced?

! Stigma and fear are the re-
sult of people’s poor know-
ledge about COVID-19 and
how it spreads. This is com-
pounded by the large
amount of fake news and
false information being gen-
erated today. Some groups
face the additional element

that discrimination against
them is already there, and
COVID-19 has become one
more reason to stigmatise
them. In terms of stigma, the
closest we have come is with
HIV/AIDS patients. But HIV-
related stigma did not ex-
tend, in general, to health
workers. 

Which are the groups most
vulnerable to stigma related
to COVID-19?

! Three sets of people are
being stigmatised now: (i)

those in quarantine, whether
they have tested positive or
not — many State govern-
ments are violating medical
ethics codes by publicising
address details, marking
doors of their homes with
stickers and even large pos-
ters, stamping them with in-
delible ink — and stories are
coming in of people being
thrown out of their homes,
shunned, etc (ii) health work-
ers from doctors down to the
frontline workers are facing
stigma and discrimination
including losing their homes
because their landlords so-
mehow think they will be
contagious, and (iii) those
who traditionally face dis-
crimination like migrant
workers, people from the
northeast, victims of reli-
gious or other persecution. 

What can we as
government/community do
to prevent this?

! We have a long way to go
because we haven’t even ful-
ly acknowledged the eco-

nomic and health challenges
of 80% of our people in what
we have done so far. The
main responses put forward
thus far, needed as they may
be, such as social distancing,
hand washing and sanitising,
nourishing food are out of
reach for the large majority
of people. 

The most vulnerable
groups to the virus are the
poor in urban slums, mi-
grant workers with no
homes, people living in close
proximity with little possibil-
ity of social distancing or
even hand-washing. Very im-
portant among them are wo-
men who are the traditional
providers of home-based
health care, which is where
many poor people get their
health care. These same citi-
zens of our country are un-

dernourished and have few
resources to combat non-
communicable diseases even
in ordinary times. Think of a
woman who has to feed her
family, take care of sick peo-
ple and is herself su!ering
from poor general health —
that is the section that is go-
ing to be very vulnerable.

Preventing stigma re-
quires a full-throated cam-
paign of public information.
How good it would be if the
Union Health Minister were
to give a daily brie"ng to let
people know what is hap-
pening, together with crea-
tive social media campaigns
about the virus itself that gets
rid of the stigma? How valua-
ble it would be if the Prime
Minister were to speak
against stigma, on behalf of
health workers, on behalf of

migrant workers and those
su!ering discrimination, in
support of women? 

We need clear, informa-
tive and fun messages of the
kind that our social marke-
ters surely know how to pro-
duce. Think how creative a
series of Amul ads could be!
People also need to under-
stand that the same health
worker that you stigmatise
today may be the one who
you may have to turn to
tomorrow.

What e!ect would this have
on the groups of people who
are discriminated against?

! It would have the e!ect of
removing the fear that the
COVID-19 information bar-
rage is creating. And that is
the most important need.

INTERVIEW | GITA SEN

‘Preventing stigma requires a full-throated campaign’
Health expert says it will have the e!ect of removing the fear created by the barrage of information on COVID-19
Bindu Shajan Perappadan 

<> The health worker
that you stigmatise
today may be the
one you have to turn
to tomorrow 

The Union Social Justice
and Empowerment Minis-
try on Tuesday asked all
States to implement its ad-
visory for the care of per-
sons with disabilities
(PwD) during the lock-
down as complaints on dif-
"culties in accessing care
and essential services con-
tinued to pour in. 

In a letter to all State
Commissioners on Tues-
day, Department Secretary
Shakuntala Gamlin said
that her o#ce was “receiv-
ing complaints regarding
di#culties being faced by
PwDs in getting services of
caregivers, maids and ac-
cess to essential items due
to non-issue of travel pass-
es to NGOs/PwD associa-
tions/ caregivers etc.” 

Centre tells
States to help
the disabled
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

Over 3,000 monkeys are
being provided food by the
management of the Tara
Tarini hill shrine every day
to save them from
starvation.

This famous hill temple in
Odisha’s Ganjam district has
been closed to devotees
since March 16. The annual
Chaitra Jatra festival that
attracts lakhs of pilgrims
was also cancelled.

The monkeys live in the
woods on the hill on which
the Tara Tarini temple is
built. They had grown
dependent on devotees for
sustenance. The nationwide
lockdown due to COVID-19
has prevented the monkeys
from getting their quota of
fruits, nuts and ‘prasad’
(food o!ered to the deity)
from devotees.

“To save the animals from
starving and to stop them
straying into nearby villages,
we decided to feed them
every day from March 17. As
there are no visitors to take

‘annaprasad’ of the temple,
it is being given away to the
monkeys at the hill top,”
said Executive O#cer T.K.
Reddy. 

In fact, the quantity of

‘prasad’ being cooked has
been increased to feed the
monkeys. “When prasad
falls short, we again cook
upma for these monkeys,
adding vegetables and
tomatoes,” Mr. Reddy said.
Now, the monkeys have
started gathering around
noon at the hilltop to get
their meal for the day.

Villagers’ gesture
On the request of the Tara
Tarini temple
administration, some
nearby villages have started
providing rotis for the
monkeys. Villagers are also
sending vegetables from
their "elds for the animals.
But now, the monkeys —
which are getting used to
cooked food, fruit and nuts
— seem to be turning up
their noses at raw
vegetables.
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Monkeys get a feast at hill temple in Odisha

SIB KUMAR DAS

BERHAMPUR

They are fed the ‘annaprasad’ that has no takers since the lockdown due to COVID-19

Full stomach: Monkeys at Tara Tarini. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Air India pilots have ex-
pressed their concern over
“$imsy protective gear, in-
adequate sanitisers, shoddy
disinfection procedure” and
a lack of quarantine arrange-
ments as they embark on
$ights chartered by coun-
tries such as Germany and
the U.K. to repatriate their ci-
tizens stranded in India due
to the nationwide lockdown
over COVID-19.

Two pilots’ unions, the Ex-
ecutive Pilots of Air India and
Indian Pilots’ Guild, have
written to Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Hardeep
Singh Puri raising questions
about their safety as they
continue to work on the
front line during a pandem-
ic. 

The unions represent
nearly 500 pilots who oper-
ate the wide-bodied planes
such as Boeing 787, 747 and
777.

The March 30 letter states
that the personal protective

equipment is “ill-"tting and
$imsy and tears easily on res-
cue $ights, sanitisers are not
provided in su#cient quanti-
ties and disinfection process-
es are short of industry best
practices.” 

They also point out that
the airline has not made any
arrangements for crew mem-
bers to go into a quarantine,

who are then forced to join
their families despite operat-
ing $ights to some of the glo-
bal hotspots of COVID-19.

‘Poor facilities’
The pilots have also raised
questions about the lack of
medical facilities as the Air
India Medical Services De-
partment has been allowed

to work from home, which
the cockpit crew say implies,
“that any illness su!ered by
the crew or their families be-
cause of these high-risk
$ights is the sole responsibil-
ity of the crew.” 

While the airline has not
provided any additional
medical insurance to crew
members to cover them for

any COVID-19 related risks, it
has gone a step further and
recently advised its em-
ployees, “enquiries on reim-
bursement of bills, sick
leave, "tness certi"cate, are
considered as undesirable.”

While some of these pilots
have operated special $ights
to Wuhan and Rome to bring
back Indians and have oper-

ated $ights for countries like
Israel to help their citizens
return home, they have not
been paid 70% of their salar-
ies for the past three months
and “have also recently been
informed by our manage-
ment of a substantial pay cut,
while in the midst of the
above mentioned COVID res-
cue operations!”

Air India pilots !ag poor protective equipment
They have to "y "ights chartered by countries such as Germany and the U.K. to repatriate their citizens stranded in India 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi

Ground realities: Two unions representing nearly 500 pilots have raised the complaints. * AFP

The Centre is co-ordinating
with pharmaceutical
companies, States and other
agencies to ensure the
transportation of medical
supplies and other
equipment and has
organised 62 cargo $ights in
the past "ve days.

A total of 15.4 tonnes of
medical supplies, including

reagents, enzymes, medical
equipment, testing kits,
Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE), masks,
gloves, have been
transported to di!erent
parts of the country, the
Civil Aviation Ministry said.

Carriers and agencies
include Air India, Alliance
Air, Air Force, Pawan Hans
and private carriers IndiGo,
SpiceJet and BlueDart.

62 cargo "ights in 5 days
to transport equipment
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

As Maharashtra stares at a
major economic crisis as a
result of lockdown due to
COVID-19, the State govern-
ment has begun taking steps
to cut down on the expendi-
ture. In its "rst step, the go-
vernment will be releasing
salaries of March in two
instalments.

Deputy Chief Minister and
State Finance Minister Ajit
Pawar said the decision was
taken considering the grim
"nancial condition of the
State as well as to give moral

and "nancial support to the
"ght against coronavirus.
“The State was to receive its
due amount of %16,654 crore
from the Central govern-
ment by March 31. But it did
not receive the amount even
on the last day and as a re-
sult, the State government
was forced to take the deci-
sion to disburse the salaries
in two instalments,” he said. 

Mr. Pawar added that ev-
ery employee would get the
salary due, but in two
instalments.

This was a change from an
earlier statement where he
had said that there will be a
salary cut of up to 60% due
to the "nancial impact of co-
ronavirus and lockdown.
The earlier statement had

said that salaries of all elect-
ed representatives, including
the Chief Minister, the Depu-
ty Chief Minister and all Mi-
nisters, would be cut. For the
month of March, only 40% of
the total salary, including to
the representatives in local
civic bodies, will be given,
the statement had said. 

The earlier statement said

that State government em-
ployees belonging to grade A
and B will receive 50% sal-
ary, while Class C employees
will get 75% of their remuner-
ation. There will be no pay
cut for Class D employees
and no cuts in pension
amount have been an-
nounced. This is applicable
for the salaries of March and

April 2020. However, a Go-
vernment Resolution (GR) is-
sued later said that the salar-
ies would be given in two
instalments and that there
would be no cuts.

According to sources in
the Finance Department, the
Maharashtra government
spends around %12,000 crore
per month on salaries of its
employees. Mr. Pawar on
Monday written to Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman demanding a special
package worth %25,000
crore for Maharashtra. He
had also demanded %16,654
crore dues from the Centre.

Meanwhile, Housing Mi-
nister Jirendra Awhad has
said that he would donate his
salary of the whole year for

the relief work related to CO-
VID-19. 

It’s a crisis: Uddhav 
Issuing a clari"cation on the
subject, in a social media ad-
dress, Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray too said there will
be no salary cut of govern-
ment employees. 

“After this war against co-
rona is over, we will be facing
a "nancial crisis. We have to
take actions and be prepared
for it from now itself. For
that, we have taken some
measures. We will be giving
salaries of government em-
ployees in instalments. No
salary cut has been an-
nounced,” said Mr. Thacke-
ray, appealing to citizens to
not trust rumours.

Maharashtra govt. to pay salaries in two instalments 
No reduction in
amount, assures
Uddhav Thackeray

Alok Deshpande

Mumbai

“Bringing independent ci-
nema to the mountains” has
been the catchline of the
Dharamshala International
Film Festival (DIFF). Now,
it’s unspooling the indies on
a computer, laptop, mobile
or tablet near you. In a un-
ique attempt in the Indian
"lm festival circuit, DIFF set
up an online Viewing Room
on its website on Tuesday,
where it will be streaming
its alumni’s "lms, free of
cost to viewers across the
world. 

DIFF will be showcasing a
set of four to six "lms every
couple of weeks.

The idea of sharing the
"lms that the festival has
showcased over the years
took root ten days back.
“Seeing the situation, the
fact that everyone is at
home, we thought of doing
something positive,” says
festival director and "lm-
maker Ritu Sarin. They
reached out to the alumni
"lmmakers and were over-
whelmed by the tremen-
dous response they got in
return.

“With COVID-19 reshap-
ing the world, we have been
thinking about how to reach
out [to the DIFF regulars
and patrons] and at the mo-
ment the "lmmakers also
don’t know what the future
holds for them,” said Ms. Sa-
rin. The idea then, for all,
has been to keep up the spi-
rits and seek inspiration in
these uncertain times in ci-
nema itself.

The entire venture is be-
ing run on the goodwill bet-
ween the "lmmakers and
the festival. “DIFF is run by
a no-pro"t trust. It’s [View-
ing Room] in keeping with
the spirit of the festival,”
said Ms. Sarin.

The programming, too,
re$ects the festival’s thrust
— politically and socially
conscious cinema. At a time
when online content con-
sumption is rising exponen-
tially, DIFF is not o!ering
the regular popular stu! but
a carefully curated list of
rare, alternate "lms with ar-
tistic merit, underlined with
a humane touch and re$ect-
ing the political realities of
our times. When we are be-
ing forced to shut out the
world, these "lms open a
small window to it; when in-
dividuals and their respec-
tive countries are in a lock-
down mode, they o!er a
fantastic, expansive political
and cultural peep into our
uncomfortable realities.

More festivals
Meanwhile, Jio Mami Mum-
bai Film Festival With Star,
even as it opened for entries
for its next edition in No-
vember, has begun sharing
a comprehensive list of "lms
across 21 years that have
been screened at the festival
and in their year round pro-
gramme, also pointing out
the streaming platforms
where these titles can be ac-
cessed. The festival came up
with the "rst list of interna-
tional and Indian (both fea-
tures and shorts) "lms for
the year 2019 on Sunday.

Captive audience: "lm
festivals come home 
DIFF sets up online viewing room
Namrata Joshi

Mumbai

Films can o!er comfort in
these uncertain times, say
festival organisers. * GETTY

IMAGES/ISTOCK

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Despite reported shortfalls
of necessary items for medi-
cal professionals, India ex-
ported a major consignment
during the weekend. 

According
to the UN De-
velopment
Programme
(UNDP), Serbia procured
nearly 90 tonnes of “medi-
cal protective equipment”
from suppliers located in
di!erent parts of India.

“The transportation of
valuable supplies purchased
by the Serbian government
has been fully funded by the
European Union while the
UNDP, Serbia organised the
$ight and ensured the fas-
test possible delivery,”
UNDP in Serbia declared in
a social media message. 

The delivery has trig-
gered discussion in social
media with comments
pointing at shortages of ma-
ny necessary items that the

medical community in India
is facing in the "ght against
the novel coronavirus. 

Doctors and nurses from
various parts of the country
have been sending out vide-
otaped messages urging the

government to en-
sure necessary
items for their safe-
ty during treat-

ment of COVID-19 patients.
While the Ministry of Ex-

ternal A!airs is yet to elabo-
rate on the full list of items
that the Serbian govern-
ment has purchased from
here, available information
from Customs suggests that
the items exported included
35 lakh pairs of sterile latex
surgical gloves. 

The Centre, in recent
weeks, has prohibited sever-
al items from being export-
ed in view of the urgent re-
quirement in the country.
India is also looking at pro-
curing equipment from
abroad, including from Chi-
na and South Korea.

Export of medical items
to Serbia triggers debate
90 tonnes of protective supplies sent
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s nonagenarian moth-
er Hiraba on Tuesday donat-
ed %25,000 from her perso-
nal savings to a special fund
set up to "ght the coronavi-
rus pandemic in the
country.

She deposited the money
in the PM-CARES Fund,
created by the Centre to
help in e!orts to contain the
spread of the virus and pro-
vide relief to those a!ected
by COVID-19, said the Prime
Minister’s younger brother,
Pankaj Modi.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee donat-
ed %5 lakh each to the Prime
Minister’s National Relief
Fund and the State Emer-
gency Relief Fund to help
combat the spread of the
novel coronavirus.

Taking to Twitter, Ms. Ba-
nerjee said the contribution
was made from her “limited
resources”. 

In Mumbai, legendary
singer Lata Mangeshkar, ac-
tors Priyanka Chopra, Ka-
reena Kapoor Khan, Alia
Bhatt, Vicky Kaushal,
among others on Tuesday
pledged money to various
relief funds aimed at com-
bating the virus. 

Actor Prakash Raj said he
was feeding 250 homeless
daily wage earners in Kera-
la’s Kovalam every day.

Anupama V. Nadella, wife
of Microsoft CEO Satya Na-
della, has donated %2 crore
to the PM-CARES Fund, her
family sources said on Tues-
day. Former India captain
and coach Anil Kumble on
Tuesday made a donation to
the Central and Karnataka
State relief funds. 

Donations pour in 
for COVID-19 fund 
PM’s mother, Mamata among donors
Press Trust of India

Ahmedabad/Kolkata

T

What is the meaning and difference between 
Stigma 1.
Stereotype  2.
Prejudice 3.

 
UNDP provides assistance to least developed countries and is UN’s 
global development network.UNDP had launched Accelerator Lab in 
India in collaboration with Atal Innovation Mission.

What is the link 
between Chaitra Jatra 
Festival and Indian 
Navy? 
PM CARE - public 
charitable trust with 
PM as Chairman. It 
enables micro 
donations. 
Contributions to PM 
CARE will qualify as 
CSR expenditure. 
Similar existing fund 
is PM’s National 
Relief  Fund. Set up in 
1948 by Nehru. Fund 
does not have 
budgetary support 
and depends entirely 
on public 
contributions. 
Disbursements are 
made with the 
approval of  PM. Fund 
is recognised as a 
trust.
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WORLD

Once again, Spain hit a new
record with 849 COVID-19
deaths in 24 hours on Tues-
day although health chiefs
said the rate of new infec-
tions was continuing its
downward trend. 

After Italy, Spain has suf-
fered the world’s second
most deadly outbreak,
which has now claimed 8,189
lives there. The latest !gures
came a day after the death
toll fell slightly, dampening
hopes it could have passed
the peak of the crisis.

Over the same period, the
number of con!rmed cases
rose to 94,417 after another
9,222 people tested positive:
a nearly 11% increase.

That !gure was seen as a
setback after a week, in
which the rate had been stea-
dily failing, with Monday’s !-
gures having shown a rise of
just over 8%.

“It’s true that today we
have a slight increase in the
number of cases,” said Maria
Jose Sierra, from the health
ministry’s emergencies coor-
dination unit. But the down-
ward trend “is continuing”,
she added.

This time last week, the
rate of new infections stood

at around 20% 
Now on day 18 of an un-

precedented four-week na-
tional lockdown to slow the
spread of the virus, Spain
has sought to dramatically
ramp up testing. It is sourc-
ing kits from around the
world in order to test some
50,000 people per day, up

from the current 20,000.
Meanwhile, Italy marked a

minute of silence and "ew
"ags at half mast on Tuesday
to mourn the 11,591 people
who have died.

The death toll in Italy has
climbed by 837 to 12,428, the
Civil Protection Agency has
said. 

Spain reports record 849 deaths in a day
The spike in COVID-19 toll has dampened hopes that the country crossed the peak of the crisis

Agence France-Presse

Madrid

Day of mourning: Turin Mayor Chiara Appendino, left, stands at attention as an elderly woman
walks past during a minute of silence on Tuesday. * AFP

Iran said on Tuesday 141
more people have died from
the novel coronavirus, rais-
ing the o#cial toll in one of
the world’s worst-a$ected
countries to 2,898.

Health ministry spokes-
man Kianoush Jahanpour
said 3,111 new infections
have been con!rmed over
the past 24 hours, bringing
the total to 44,606.

He said 3,703 of those
hospitalised are in a critical
condition and 14,656 have
recovered.

Iran has been scrambling
to contain the COVID-19 out-
break since it reported its
!rst cases on February 19.

After weeks of refraining
from imposing a lockdown
or quarantine measures,
Tehran decided last Wed-

nesday to ban all intercity
travel until at least April 8.
The government has repeat-
edly urged Iranians to stay
at home.

President Hassan Rouha-
ni renewed those warnings
on Tuesday as the climax of
the two-week Persian New
Year holiday nears.

He said authorities would
close parks across the coun-
try on Wednesday, in a
move that e$ectively blocks
the family picnics that tradi-
tionally mark the 13th day of
holiday. Mr. Rouhani called
on people to “leave this tra-
dition for some other time”
and said violators would be
!ned.

The authorities have also
stopped the print editions of
all Iranian media until at
least April 8, state news
agency IRNA reported.

Iran reports 141 deaths,
raising total to 2,898
Agence France-Presse

Tehran

Indonesia on Tuesday de-
clared a state of emergency
as COVID-19 deaths in the
world’s fourth most popu-
lous country jumped
again. 

However, he has resisted
calls for a nationwide
lockdown.

President Joko Widodo
has been heavily criticised
for not imposing lock-
downs in major cities, in-
cluding the capital Jakarta,
home to about 30 million
people. He announced $1.5
billion in beefed-up social
assistance and subsidies
for low-income workers.

On Tuesday, 136 people
died after contracting the
virus, with 1,528 con!rmed
cases of infection.

Indonesia
declares state
of emergency 
Agence France-Presse

Jakarta Middle-aged people, and
not just the elderly, have a
dramatically higher risk of
dying or developing serious
illness from COVID-19, says a
study published in The Lan-
cet Infectious Diseases jour-
nal. Researchers from Bri-
tain analysed more than
3,600 con!rmed COVID-19
cases as well as data from
hundreds of passengers re-
patriated from Wuhan. 

They found that age was a
key determining factor in
serious infections, with
nearly one in !ve over-80s
requiring hospitalisation,
compared to around 1%
among people under 30.

Taking into account esti-
mates of the number of cas-
es that may not have been
clinically con!rmed — that

is, mild or asymptomatic in-
fections — the data showed
the hospitalisation rate of
patients in their !fties was
8.2%. 

It estimated that the mor-
tality rate from con!rmed
cases in China was 1.38%. 

The Lancet study showed
that 18.4% of patients in
their 80s were hospitalised
in China. This compared to
4.3% for 40 to 49-year-olds
and roughly 1% for people in
their 20s.

“There might be outlying
cases that get a lot of media
attention, but our analysis
very clearly shows that at
aged 50 and over, hospitali-
sation is much more likely
than in those under 50, and
a greater proportion of cas-
es are likely to be fatal,” said
Azra Ghani, a co-author of
the study. 

Study shows middle-age
COVID-19 mortality risk 
Agence France-Presse

Paris

The U.S. death toll from CO-
VID-19 climbed past 3,500
on Tuesday, eclipsing Chi-
na’s o#cial count. 

New York was the nation’s
deadliest hot spot, with
about 1,550 deaths state-
wide, the majority of them
in New York City.

President Donald Trump
has been criticised for an in-
itially slow response by the
federal government to the
now-accelerating pandemic
spread. USNS Comfort, a Na-
vy hospital ship with 1,000
beds that docked in New
York on Monday, was ex-
pected to begin accepting
non-coronavirus patients on
Tuesday. 

A 1,000-bed emergency
hospital set up at the Javits
Convention Center began
taking patients Monday
night. And the Billie Jean
King USTA National Tennis
Center was being trans-
formed into a hospital. 

The crisis became perso-

nal for New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo with word
that his brother was infect-
ed. Chris Cuomo tweeted
that he su$ered fever, chills
and shortness of breath but
will continue broadcasting
from his basement. 

Seeking help
On Monday, the Governor
pleaded for help from volun-
teer medical workers, and
close to 80,000 former nurs-
es, doctors and other profes-
sionals were already said to
be stepping forward. 

New York City sought to
bring in 250 out-of-town am-
bulances and 500 paramed-
ics and emergency medical
technicians to help its
swamped EMS system. The
city’s ambulances are res-
ponding to about 6,000 calls
a day, or 50% more than av-
erage, authorities said. Fire
Commissioner Daniel Nigro
said a !ve-day stretch last
week was the busiest in the
history of the city’s EMS op-
eration. Mr. Trump said U.S.
death rate was likely to in-
crease for two weeks.

The Navy’s 1,000-bed USNS Comfort arrived in New York

Associated Press

Agence France-Presse

Washington

Comfort by the sea: The Navy’s 1,000-bed USNS Comfort on
its way to dock in New York. * AP

U.S. death toll crosses 3,500 

China will start releasing in-
formation from Wednesday
on coronavirus patients who
show no disease symptoms,
ordering them into quaran-
tine for 14 days, a health o#-
cial said, after the mainland
witnessed its !rst rise in in-
fections in !ve days. 

As local infections peter
out and new cases surface
among travellers returning
home, the existence of virus
carriers with no symptoms
is fuelling public concern
that people could be spread-
ing it without knowing they
are ill.

From April 1, the daily re-
port of the National Health

Commission will include de-
tails of such cases for the
!rst time, Chang Jile, a com-
mission o#cial, told a brief-
ing. People in close contact
with them face 14 days of
medical observation.

Asymptomatic patients
under observation num-
bered 1,541 by Monday, with
205 of the cases having
come from overseas, the
Commission said separately.

Monday's 48 new infec-
tions, and one death, in
mainland China were up
from 31 the previous day, the
commission said, reversing
four days of declines. All
were imported, taking Chi-
na’s tally of such cases to 771,
with no new local infection

reported. Many were stu-
dents returning from over-
seas. About 35 infected Chi-
nese citizens are still
studying abroad, Education
Ministry o#cial Liu Jin said.

Fearing a second wave of
infections sparked by such
inbound travellers, China
will delay its college en-
trance exam by a month, un-
til July 7 and 8, China Central
Television said, although
Hubei province, where the
virus emerged late last year,
and Beijing, the capital, will
get more leeway in schedul-
ing it.

The annual two-day “gao-
kao” test drew more than 10
million candidates last year,
state media have said.

China focuses on patients with
no symptoms as infections rise
Asymptomatic people under observation numbered 1,541 

Reuters
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Dedi knows where the !sh
run strongest in Indonesian
waters o$ the Natuna is-
lands. The Chinese know,
too. Backed by Chinese coast
guard ships, Chinese !shing
"eets have been raiding the
rich waters of the South Chi-
na Sea that are international-
ly recognised as exclusively
Indonesia’s to !sh. 

While Mr. Dedi catches
the traditional way, with nets
and lines, the steel Chinese
trawlers scrape the bottom
of the sea, destroying other
marine life. So not only does
the Chinese trawling breach
maritime borders, it also
leaves a lifeless seascape in
its wake.

“They come into our wa-

ters and kill everything,” said
Mr. Dedi, who like many In-
donesians goes by a single
name. “I don’t understand
why our government doesn’t
protect us.”

Wary of o$ending its lar-

gest trading partner, Indone-
sian o#cials have played
down incursions by Chinese
!shing boats. But with the
Chinese presence growing
more aggressive, !shers in
the Natunas are feeling vul-

nerable. “There was a vacant
period, then China came
back,” said Ngesti Yuni Su-
prapti, the Deputy Regent of
the Natuna archipelago. 

Global ambitions 
The latest episode occurred
in February, !shers said,
when Chinese boats "anked
by coast guard vessels
dropped their trawl nets yet
again. It seemed as if the co-
ronavirus outbreak peaking
in China at the time hadn’t
diminished the country’s
global ambitions.

The Indonesian Fisheries
Ministry, however, denied
any intrusion by the Chinese. 

China’s illegal !shing near
the Natunas carries global
consequence, reminding re-
gional governments of Beij-
ing’s expanding claims to a

had taken place.
“Little by little, I think the

Chinese will take the Indone-
sian sea, the Philippine Sea,
the Vietnamese sea,” said
Wandarman, a !sherman in
the Natunas. “They are hun-
gry: oil, natural gas, and lots
and lots of !sh.”

The Chinese !shers are
helping feed the country’s
growing appetite for seafood
by trawling the South China
Sea.

But they are also serving a
broader purpose.

“Beijing wants Chinese
!shers to operate here,” said
Ryan Martinson, an assistant
professor at the China Mari-
time Studies Institute at the
U.S. Naval War College, “be-
cause their presence helps to
embody China’s maritime
claims.” NY TIMES

waterway through which
one-third of the world’s mar-
itime trade "ows. But local
leaders in the Natunas don’t
control what happens near
their shores.

Chinese impunity was on
full display in January when
President Joko Widodo of In-
donesia visited the Natunas.
“There is no bargaining
when it comes to our sove-
reignty,” Mr. Joko said. Ear-
lier, Indonesian !ghter jets
buzzed the sky, while war-
ships patrolled the seas.

But the day after Mr. Joko
left the Natunas, the Chinese
showed up again. Its !shing
"eet, backed by the coast
guard, took days to leave the
area, local o#cials and !sh-
ers said.

The Fisheries Ministry de-
nied that any such incident

China chases Indonesia’s !shing "eets, staking claim to sea’s riches
Fishers in Natuna islands say they feel vulnerable with Beijing’s presence in South China Sea becoming more aggressive 

Troubled waters: A Vietnamese boat that was sunk after
caught !shing in Indonesia’s Natuna Islands on Monday. * NYT

Hannah Beech 

Muktita Suhartono

NATUNA ISLANDS

A 12-year-old girl infected
with COVID-19 has died in
Belgium, health o#cials
said on Tuesday. Fatality at
such a young age “is a very
rare occurrence,” said
government spokesman Dr
Emmanuel Andre, 

12-year-old 
dies in Belgium
Agence France-Presse

Brussels

Prince Harry and wife Megh-
an posted their last message
as working members of Bri-
tain’s royal family on Mon-
day before o#cially embark-
ing on new careers without
their “Royal Highness”
styles.

The couple shocked
Queen Elizabeth and the
other Windsors in January
by announcing plans to step
back from their royal roles.
A later deal brokered by the
93-year-old monarch means
they will go their own way
from April.

So from Wednesday, the
couple, the Duke and Du-

chess of Sussex, will be free
to pursue new careers, earn
their own money and spend
most of their time in North
America.

But they will no longer be
able to use the word “royal”
in their branding or carry
out o#cial duties and have
agreed not to use the style of
HRH — His or Her Royal
Highness.

Harry, 35, the Queen’s
grandson and sixth in line to
the throne, will remain a
Prince but relinquish his mil-
itary appointments.

“While you may not see
us here, the work conti-
nues,” the couple said in the
last message on their sussex-
royal Instagram page.

The pair, along with their
son Archie, relocated to Cali-
fornia from Canada earlier
this month. 

He will remain a Prince but without any military appointments

Reuters

London

Prince Harry and Meghan at
Westminster Abbey in
London on March 9. * AP

Harry and Meghan formally
bid farewell to royal life

19 people killed in
forest !re in China
BEIJING

Nineteen people have died
while fighting a raging forest
fire in Sichuan province and
hundreds of reinforcements
were sent to fight the blaze
and evacuate nearby
residents, state media
reported on Tuesday. AP

ELSEWHERE

Pakistani journalist
exiled in Sweden missing
STOCKHOLM

Pakistani journalist Sajid
Hussain, who was in exile in
Sweden, has been missing for
nearly a month, stoking fears
that his disappearance is tied
to his reporting on
Balochistan, a press rights
group said on Tuesday. AFP

A Myanmar journalist faces
up to life in prison for pu-
blishing an interview with
a rebel group operating in
the country's restive Rak-
hine state a week after the
insurgents were classi!ed
as a terrorist organisation.

A March 27 interview
with a top representative of
Arakan Army, a group
seeking greater autonomy
for Rakhine people, pu-
blished by Voice of Myan-
mar led to the detention of
editor-in-chief Nay Myo
Lin, who was brought to
court on terrorism charges
on Tuesday. The govern-
ment had classi!ed the in-
surgents as a “terrorist
group”.

Myanmar
scribe hit with
terror charges 
Agence France-Presse

Mandalay

The U.S. is prepared to lift
sanctions on Venezuela in
support of a new proposal to
form a transitional govern-
ment representing allies of
both Nicolas Maduro and
opposition leader Juan Guai-
do, o#cials said. 

The plan, which will be
presented on Tuesday by Se-
cretary of State Mike Pom-
peo, echoes a proposal
made over the weekend by
Mr. Guaid% that shows how
growing concerns about the
coronavirus, which threa-
tens to overwhelm the South
American country’s already
collapsed health system and

crippled economy, are reviv-
ing U.S. attempts to pull the
military apart from Mr. Ma-
duro. 

What’s being dubbed the
“Democratic Framework for
Venezuela” would require
Mr. Maduro and Mr. Guaid%
to step aside and hand pow-
er to a !ve-member Council
of State to govern the coun-
try until presidential and
parliamentary elections can
be held in late 2020, accord-
ing to a written summary of
the proposal. 

The plan also outlines for
the !rst time U.S. require-
ments for lifting sanctions
against Mr. Maduro, o#cials
and the oil industry. 

Those accused of grave
human rights abuses and
drug tra#cking are not eligi-
ble for sanctions relief. 

But for sanctions to van-
ish, U.S. Special Representa-
tive for Venezuela Elliott
Abrams said the council
would need to be function-
ing and all foreign military
forces — from Cuba or Russia
—would need to leave the
country. 

Still, any deal is unlikely
to win Mr. Maduro’s support
unless the issue of his future
is addressed and he’s pro-
tected from the U.S. justice
system, said David Smilde, a
senior fellow at the Washing-
ton O#ce on Latin America.

U.S. outlines plan for transition
in Venezuela, sanctions relief
Power-sharing govt. to include allies of Maduro and Guaido

Associated Press

MIAMI 

A three-member Taliban
technical team arrived on
Tuesday in the Afghan capi-
tal to monitor the release of
their prisoners as part of a
peace deal signed by the Ta-
liban and the U.S., a spokes-
man for the insurgent group
said. 

Taliban spokesman Zabi-
hullah Mujahid con!rmed
the team’s arrival in a tweet.
It marked the !rst time a Ta-
liban delegation has been in
Kabul since the group was
driven out by the U.S.-led
coalition in November 2001. 

On Monday, Jawed Faisal,
spokesman for the Afghan
National Security Adviser’s
o#ce, said Afghan o#cials
and the Taliban agreed dur-

ing a video conference that
the insurgent group should
send a technical team to Ka-
bul for discussions on the
release of Taliban prisoners.
The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross agreed
to assist the team in getting
to Kabul. 

The prisoner release is
part of a peace deal signed
last month by the Taliban
and U.S. that calls for the go-
vernment’s release of 5,000
Taliban and the Taliban’s re-
lease of 1,000 government
personnel and Afghan
troops. The peace deal calls
for the eventual withdrawal
of all 13,000 U.S. soldiers
from Afghanistan in ex-
change for guarantees from
the Taliban that they will
!ght other militant groups

Taliban team in Kabul to
monitor prisoner release 
First such visit since its ouster in 2001 
Associated Press

KABUL

Denis Protsenko, the head
of Moscow's main
coronavirus hospital who
met with President
Vladimir Putin a week ago
has tested positive, he said
on Tuesday, as the
Kremlin said the Russian
leader's health was !ne.

Doctor who
met Putin
tests positive 
Agence France-Presse 

Moscow
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South China Sea - 
Islands involved, 
countries involved, 
what are the 
outstanding issues, 
the INDIA angle. 
Prepare a 
consolidated essay 
covering all these 
points. Always end 
an essay with future 
course of  action or 
way forward and end 
it on a positive note.
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PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251.30. . . . . . . . -0.35

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1666.50. . . . . . . 71.55

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 379.00. . . . . . . 10.85

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2022.35. . . . . . . 35.65

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4591.20. . . . . . -69.95

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2215.80. . . . . . -26.30

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440.90. . . . . . . . . 9.85

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316.90. . . . . . . 42.15

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2688.95. . . . . 215.20

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 422.85. . . . . . . . -8.90

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140.05. . . . . . . . . 6.90

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3120.75. . . . . 126.50

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 13095.90. . . -237.20

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76.55. . . . . . . . . 5.70

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 476.10. . . . . . . 25.60

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 436.40. . . . . . . 17.40

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1633.10. . . . . . . 74.35

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 861.90. . . . . . . 30.25

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1596.45. . . . . . . 42.95

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.70. . . . . . . . . 6.90

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2298.50. . . . . 114.15

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323.75. . . . . . . 10.35

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 351.30. . . . . . -62.10

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 160.00. . . . . . . . . 4.90

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 641.50. . . . . . . 14.80

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 81.65. . . . . . . . . 4.85

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171.70. . . . . . . 12.50

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146.25. . . . . . . . . 3.85

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1296.05. . . . . . . . . 2.35

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 808.50. . . . . . . . . 9.85

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 284.95. . . . . . . 10.55

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 4288.30. . . . . . -40.15

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 16300.60. . . . . 641.95

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84.20. . . . . . . . . 2.45

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68.30. . . . . . . . . 4.95

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 159.10. . . . . . . . . 3.45

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1113.75. . . . . . . 83.30

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196.85. . . . . . . . . 9.95

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 17546.35. . . . . 610.90

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 352.30. . . . . . . 19.60

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71.05. . . . . . . . . 2.90

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269.60. . . . . . . 15.55

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1826.10. . . . . . . 47.60

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 565.50. . . . . . . 38.70

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 933.70. . . . . . . . -9.95

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3244.85. . . . . 158.95

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 326.50. . . . . . . 18.05

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64.70. . . . . . . . . 3.15

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196.70. . . . . . . 12.55

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 123.95. . . . . . . . -1.70

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on March 31

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.46. . . . . . . 75.78

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.60. . . . . . . 82.95

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 93.15. . . . . . . 93.55

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 69.44. . . . . . . 69.74

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.63. . . . . . . 10.67

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 78.04. . . . . . . 78.37

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 52.89. . . . . . . 53.12

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 52.97. . . . . . . 53.21

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.45. . . . . . . 17.54

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

31-03-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 29,468 ddddddddddddddd3.62 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 75.60 ddddddddddddddd0.00

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 22.80 ddddddddddddddd1.60

The construction industry, which
generally gets busy in the January
to March quarter, has been severe-
ly impacted by the spread of CO-
VID-19 and the subsequent lock-
down, industry executives said.

From the time the WHO and
Government of India declared the
outbreak a pandemic, the con-
struction industry experienced
work disruptions and gradual
lockdowns of its operations, said a
spokesman for the Shapoorji Pal-
lonji Group, one of India’s largest

construction companies.
“After the lockdowns were de-

clared, all site activities in Mumbai
and the rest of Maharashtra have
come to a grinding halt. This in-
cludes government as well as priv-
ate projects,” the spokesperson
said.

“Material supplies have
stopped, and key subcontractors
were unable to arrange resources
for construction activities. All mo-
bilised resources and plant and
machinery are idling. Construc-
tion programmes have also been
impacted due to these work stop-

pages,” he added.
Work involving imported items

and foreign construction crews
have also been impacted.

The COVID-19 crisis will serious-
ly impact revenues of construc-
tion companies and almost all of
them will face huge !nancial loss-
es in the months to come, compa-
ny o"cials said.

“The !nancial stress upon the
construction sector is expected to
worsen over the coming year. It is
too early to estimate the full !nan-
cial impact of the COVID-19 crisis,”
they added. 

“Even after the crisis is con-
tained and work resumes, hope-
fully by end of April 2020, it would
take another 7-8 months for things
to return to normal,” the Shapoor-
ji Pallonji company spokesperson
said. “Moreover, the upcoming
monsoon will additionally and se-
verely obstruct construction
works June 2020 onwards,” the
spokesperson added.

‘Unprecedented crisis’ 
Srini Srinivasan, MD, India, Pro-
ject Management Institute (PMI)
said, “As the COVID-19 spread es-

calated in China in early January, it
became evident that we are facing
an unprecedented crisis.” “We do
expect a slowdown in the April-
June quarter. However, if CO-
VID-19 is controlled by the end of
the second quarter, we will see a
rebound in the third and fourth
quarters for PMI,” he said.

Housing slump
The pandemic has already had a
considerable impact on the Indian
housing sector. 

Residential sales saw a 42%
drop in the !rst quarter of 2020,

compared to a year earlier, latest
data from Anarock Property Con-
sultants showed.

“In the !rst quarter of 2020, re-
sidential sales in the top 7 cities
stood at 45,200 units, against
78,510 units a year ago. On a quar-
ter-on-quarter basis, housing sales
fell 24%,” Anarock chairman Anju
Puri said. 

“Meanwhile, new launches too
fell by 42% annually from 70,480
units in Q1 2019 to approximately
41,200 in Q1 2020. Quarter-on-
quarter supply also declined by
approximately 21%,” he added.

Bricks fall apart for construction sector
COVID-19 lockdown brings all site activities to a grinding halt; new housing launches fall 42% in Q1

Lalatendu Mishra 

MUMBAI 

The Centre will borrow
#4.88 lakh crore in the !rst
half of the coming !nancial
year 2020-21, 62.56% of the
gross borrowings of #7.8
lakh crore, Department of
Economic A$airs Secretary
Atanu Chakraborty said on
Tuesday.

“The government is com-
mitted to meet its require-
ments for !ghting COVID-19,
whether on account of
health issues, or on account
of protecting the economy,
and also providing neces-
sary stimulus at any point of
time, the entire borrowing
was designed in that fash-
ion,” he told journalists, say-
ing that the plan would ena-
ble government to have

su"cient amounts to do its
cash management to meet
such requirements.

The Centre proposes to
revise its Ways and Means
Advances (WMA) limit to
#1.2 lakh crore. 

This will be reviewed on a
need-basis, said Mr. Chakra-
borty. 

The revised limit is signif-
icantly higher that the
#75,000 crore limit imposed
in the !rst half of 2019-20.

The government will roll
out weekly G-Sec tranches
of #19,000 to #21,000 crore,
higher than the #17,000
crore tranches in 2019-20.

It plans a weekly borrow-
ing of #25,000 crore in the
!rst quarter, with a net bor-
rowing of #1,37,090 crore in
the quarter, he said.

Centre to borrow 63% of
gross in !rst half of !scal
‘Borrowing su"cient to !ght COVID-19’ 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Customers of IDBI Bank who wish
to continue with equated monthly
instalments and do not want to avail
themselves of the moratorium will
need to inform the bank by sending
a mail at moratorium@idbi.co.in,
the lender said in a communication. 

IDBI Bank said no separate re-
quest was needed for availing the
moratorium.

“The [moratorium] scheme will
be uniformly applicable to all stan-
dard term loans under Housing
Loan, Loan Against Property, Auto
Loan, Education Loan & Personal
Loan as on March 1, 2020. There is
no separate request required from
the borrower,” the bank said. 

IDBI Bank said in case the March
2020 instalment had already paid
by the borrower, the relief would be
applicable for the EMI payable in

April 2020 and May 2020.
On the other hand, private sector

lender IDFC First Bank said that a
customer who wanted to avail
themselves of the moratorium
should inform the bank from its re-
gistered email at
help@idfc!rstbank.com with the
mobile number and loan account
number. Housing !nance company
Indiabulls HFC has asked customers
to !ll up a form available on its web-
site, to avail the moratorium. 

IDBI Bank, IDFC First Bank
implement EMI moratorium
Borrowers to send e-mails with their choice 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

IndusInd Bank has reported
a reduction in deposits by up
to 11% after the Yes Bank
crisis.

In a call with analysts on
Monday, the bank said the to-
tal deposit base is lower by
10-11%. 

Citing reasons for the
drop, IndusInd Bank said,
“Almost two-thirds of the re-
duction is on account of go-
vernment-related accounts —
this is largely related to the
general private sector bank
stance. This will also result in

a lower CASA ratio, but re-
duce our dependency on this
category for deposits in
future.”

The bank has also said
there was some reduction in
wholesale deposits, which
could possibly be because of
the fall in stock price.

Some private banks were

seeing an erosion in deposit
base after Yes Bank was put
under a moratorium on
March 5.

The trend had continued
even after the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) clari!ed on sev-
eral occasions in the last one
month that deposits in In-
dian banks were safe. 

The central bank had also
urged the State governments
not to transfer their deposits
out of private sector banks
and clari!ed that apprehen-
sions about the safety of de-
posits in private lenders were
highly misplaced. 

IndusInd deposit base drops up to 11% 
Bank attributes reduction to government-related accounts

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai <> There was some
reduction in
wholesale
deposits, possibly
because of the fall
in stock price

The government on Tues-
day extended the deadline
for bidding to buy its entire
52.98% stake in Bharat Pe-
troleum Corp Ltd. (BPCL),
to June 13. The government
had earlier this month in-
vited bids by May 2. 

This has now been ex-
tended to 5 p.m. on June 13
in “view of the requests re-
ceived from the interested
bidders and the prevailing
situation arising out of CO-
VID-19,” an o"cial notice
said.

BPCL bid 
date extended
to June 13 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi Eight core sector industries recorded a
growth of 5.5% in February, the highest in
11 months, mainly due to healthy expan-
sion in output of coal, re!nery products
and electricity, according to government
data. 

The core sector industries — coal, crude
oil, natural gas, re!nery products, fertilis-
er, steel, cement and electricity — had ex-
panded by 2.2% in February last year.

The last time these eight sectors record-
ed a higher growth rate was in March 2019
at 5.8%. In January this year, these sectors
grew by 1.4%. Output of coal, re!nery pro-
ducts and electricity grew by 10.3%, 7.4%,
and 11%, respectively, during the month
under review.

Core sector growth
up 5.5% in February 

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

With data tra"c in the coun-
try surging by at least 30% in
the past few days amid most
people working from home,
the Tower and Infrastruc-
ture Providers Association
(Taipa) on Tuesday said
there is a need to quickly en-
hance telecom network ca-
pacity for which the States
need to align their policies
with the Centre's Right of
Way (RoW) 2016 norms.

“To maintain data usage
and smooth functioning of
telecom services 24/7, the
telecom sector needs criti-
cal robust infrastructure.
With more than three years

gone, only 16 States out of
36 States/UTs have broadly
aligned their policy with
RoW Policy 2016,” said T. R.
Dua, director-general, Tai-
pa. “COVID-19 outbreak has
created an unprecedented
crisis across the globe be-
cause of which the govern-
ment has directed public
and private employees to
work from home. 

This has led to over 30%
increase in data consump-
tion... Some cities like Hyde-
rabad and Bengaluru have
seen cellular network data
consumption increase by
70% since the lockdown be-
gan,” the association said in
a statement.

Taipa calls for boosting
telecom network capacity
Data usage up due to work-from-home 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

A majority of consumers have
been able to buy essential goods
from their local retailers during
the ongoing lockdown as against
from e-commerce platforms, ac-
cording to a survey by online so-
cial community platform Local-
Circles. 

About 55% of the respondents
in the survey said they were still
unable to get most essential
goods via e-commerce platforms
as against 38% who stated that
they were unable to buy these
from their local retail stores.

The survey, between March 30
and 31, which received 17,048 res-
ponses from consumers located

in 178 districts across the country,
however, showed that the overall
situation in terms of access to es-
sential goods had improved from
an earlier survey on March 27-28. 

That survey had showed 59%
of those who ordered essential
goods via an e-commerce app
could not receive them, while
40% of those who went to local
retail stores could not get most of
the essential goods that they had
wanted.

LocalCircles noted that the e-
commerce industry was still fac-
ing a challenge in obtaining cur-

few passes for delivery personnel
in many parts of the country. In
addition, availability of workforce
was also a hurdle for warehousing
and delivery, as migrant labour-
ers were moving back to their ho-
metowns. 

“As a result, most e-commerce
platforms are still not accepting
orders for essential goods in most
cities and if an order is accepted,
long ful!lment times of 5-6 days
(versus 1-2 days in normal circum-
stances) is being promised to con-
sumers. Latest feedback from
consumers is also indicating that
some platforms are doing last mi-
nute cancellations on 25-50% of
the items ordered,” it said in a
statement.

Many unable to get most essential goods ordered via e-com platforms 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Consumers !nd buying goods from
stores easier than online, says survey

The COVID-19 lockdown in
India has brought construc-
tion activities to a halt in the
peak season, a move that
will hurt revenues of engi-
neering and construction
major Larsen and Toubro
(L&T), according to analysts.

“We note that March is a
peak month for construc-
tion activities in India. Even
post the lockdown, there
might be some more delays
in resuming construction ac-
tivities in full swing as la-
bour, machinery and mate-
rials would need to be

re-mobilised. Thus, we see a
clear risk to our revenue
growth assumptions for the
fourth quarter of FY20 as
well as FY21 estimates,” Mo-
tilal Oswal said in a research
note to its clients.

The brokerage has cut
FY21 and FY22 earnings by
20% and 14% respectively
and the target price to
#1,320 crore.

March activity
Historically, the month of
March is marked by higher
execution and payments
from government authori-
ties, which brings down the

closing working capital for
the year. However, the
fourth quarter of FY20 will
not see execution as well as
payment push. 

Moreover, L&T would
have to continue supporting
its vendor base, including
sub-contractors, in these
tough times, as it has been
doing over the past many
months. This is likely to in-
crease its working capital
further.

Besides, the oil price
crash is likely to weaken the
prospects of the hydrocar-
bon segment in the near
term, according to analysts.

Post lockdown, there could be delays in resuming work

Piyush Pandey

MUMBAI 

Construction halt to hit L&T revenue

Indian Bank and Indian
Overseas Bank have
slashed their benchmark
lending rates by 75 basis
points. The rates will come
into force from April 1.

Indian Bank reduced its
MCLR up to 15 bps across
tenors. IOB’s repo-linked
lending rate will come
down from 8% to 7.25% per
annum, the bank said.

The bank has also re-
duced the one-year MCLR
from the existing 8.45% to
8.25% from April 10.

Indian Bank,
IOB slash
lending rates 
Special Correspondent

Chennai 

D. Lakshminarayanan, whole-time direc-
tor of Sundaram Finance Ltd., has been
elevated as the managing director of its
wholly owned home !nance subsidiary,
Sundaram Home Finance. He will take
charge on April 1. Mr. Lakshminarayanan,
who has been with the Sundaram Finance
Group for well over a decade, will replace
Srinivas Acharya who retired on Tuesday. 

Mr. Acharya had been the company’s
MD since 2010 and had been a part of the
Sundaram Finance Group for almost four
decades, the company said in a statement.

In FY2019, the company had posted a
total income of #1,006 crore and a net pro-
!t of #145 crore. 

Lakshminarayanan is
MD, Sundaram 
Home Finance 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Temporary loan facilities 
given to central and state 
governments are called 
ways and means advance. 
Introduced in 1997 money 
borrowed through WMA has 
to be returned within 90 
days. Interest is charged at 
the existing repo rate. 
Governmental borrowing 
can lead to “crowding out”. 
Find out.

Refinery Products 
Electricity 
Steel 
Coal 
Crude oil 
Natural Gas 
Cement 
Fertilisers  
Decreasing weightage order of  8 
core industries.

When construction sector 
fails it will generally lead to 
unemployment and there 
will be spillover effects to 
other sectors of  the 
economy. Some economists 
call this the PARADOX OF 
THRIFT. Find Paradox of  
Thrift from NCERT 
Microeconomics text book.
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SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12897 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Study of Vedanta focuses on the search for the ultimate real-
ity and this begins and ends in self knowledge, atma jnana.
This knowledge grows from the practice of dissociating the
self from the body. But body identi!cation is as unavoidable
as the re"ection in the mirror and one cannot wish it away,
pointed out Swami Anubhavananda Saraswati in a dis-
course. But an ardent spiritual aspirant always tries to rise
from the body level to the mind and further to the level of
consciousness. After all, the mirror image is not indepen-
dent and exists only because of the person in front of it. 

The mirror cannot re"ect the image of one who is not pre-
sent in front of it. The person alone exists and the re"ection
is a mere appearance. Likewise, one has to understand that
the self alone always exists in each being; and that the body
mind personality is able to function only owing to the self.
The self is the ‘I’ sense or the ‘ahamkara’ and its identity is
shaped by each one’s perception of it. It could be seen as the
‘I’ with a certain name, status, scholarship, who is involved
with this world during one’s lifetime. This ‘I’ then takes up
various roles as father, son, husband, etc, with great ear-
nestness. 

The other option is to ponder over what it means if the ‘I’
is someone else altogether with no connection to the body
mind personality at the moment. Then certain issues get re-
vealed in the consciousness. This is the journey to be tra-
versed and it is not in time and space but in the inner expe-
rience of each individual. One has to start playing the game
of what it is like to be someone other than the body. This ex-
ercise helps one to shed body identi!cation. It can free one
from the stress and strain of daily living and can confer
equanimity. 

FAITH

Search for Self identity 3 Urge to get trophy and

breakfast dish (6)

4 Better remuneration at

Queen’s Emergency Room (7)

5 Manu sits awkwardly giving

big waves (8)

6 Goat milk product (6)

7 Fruit’s horrible looking, I hear

(4)

14 Bury in hinterland (5)

16 Stab knight in face at !rst

with energy (5)

18 Criminal’s search results in

defeat (8)

20 ZIP or PIN, for example, of

arcade built around end of

avenue and circle (4,4)

21 Animal operation theatre at

Arthur’s place (7)

23 Buries deceased in Police

Station and covers with metal

(6)

25 Wishing to run skewer

through pig (6)

27 Spoil Bruin’s insides? (4)

29 Complete, ignoring Indian

angle (4)

13 Bagpipe played around central

Chelsea in New York (3,5)

15 Saint has thousand and one

units of old Finnish currency

(6)

17 Extend prison time (7)

19 In-charge carries mails about/

pertaining to a particular

religion (7)

22 Visit doctor having nothing

and run back (4,2)

24 Steel hat designed for runners,

for example (8)

26 Cherish art travelling around

Europe? Certainly (8)

28 Placate leaders of Public

Accounts Committee if yelling

initially (6)

30 Left, for example, papers in

empty suitcase (4)

31 Get into a cosy position, lad,

around beginning of private

one-on-one (5)

32 Little Sidney returns with hot

plate (4)

! DOWN

1 Throw balls in container (4)

2 Family vehicle parked in

south-east gets surface

treatment (8)

(set by Incognito)

! ACROSS
8 Eating implement for king (4)

9 A couple of girls’ means for

re"ection (5)

10 Press operator to give up son

(4)

11 One hundred !fty in in!rm

condition, for starters, in

dispensary (6)

12 One beer mug in Germany for

scientist (8)
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As the world strives to
cope with the COVID-19

virus, Yuvraj Singh, having
been through spells of fear
and dreadful solitude,
speaks to The Hindu on how
to stay positive and the need
to be extremely disciplined.

Your views on the current
situation in the world
following a lockdown...
It’s heartbreaking to see so
many people dying all over
the world. People, rather
than panicking, should visit
the o#cial health sites (WHO
and Union Health Ministry)
to really understand what
the disease is. I was also very
scared in the beginning (of
cancer) but then I got the
right information, went to
the right doctor and hospi-
tal. There is rampant misin-
formation about the virus on
social media. First of all peo-
ple need to stop reading (so-
cial media) and look for cor-
rect information.

How much have you
understood from various
o!cial campaigns?
Kids and middle-aged people
should avoid hugging their
parents (over 60 years) and
grandparents. It is your res-
ponsibility not to spread the
virus. My heart bleeds for
the migrant workers because
they are very susceptible to
catch the virus. We have to
guide and protect them. We
have to educate people in ru-

ral areas.

Don’t you think each
individual matters in this
"ght?

Yes. People often remark
‘How much will my one vote
matter.’ If everyone begins to
have this attitude, then what
if !ve lakh people say how
would an individual vote

matter. In e$ect, it would
mean !ve lakh people will
miss sending the right infor-
mation to others. We have to
save lives.

How are you coping with it?

Everybody has to !nd a rou-
tine to follow. Can’t keep
brooding. If you do that,
eventually you will get tied

down. I begin with a gym
training (in the house). If you
don’t have a gym, start doing
exercises at home. Do lots of
reading. You can do yoga,
meditation, rather than
mourn at the situation. 

Your experience of the
lockdown?

I have seen stars for the !rst

time since I started living in
Delhi. No air pollution and
no noise pollution. We must
take a pledge now that, when
things improve, we won’t
take our car out for a day,
spend a day with the family,
respect Mother Earth, plant
trees, etc. [We need to] Cut
down on creating pollution
of any kind.

On the cricket front, do you
see anything amiss from your
time?

Today, the youngsters get
such (lucrative) IPL contracts
even before playing for India
that they don’t want to play
four-day cricket. The atti-
tude towards four-day crick-
et and Test cricket is very
poor. 

How do you view the recent
struggles witnessed by
Rishabh Pant and Prithvi
Shaw?

They play under a lot of pres-
sure. I keep speaking to Rish-
abh. Prithvi is a great talent.
But there are too many ex-
pectations from them. Lot of
noise when they fail. Too
much of scrutiny. I think we
need to give them some time
because they are the future.

How to deal with Pant and
Shaw then?

Coaches and seniors have to
be in touch with them con-
stantly and tell them there
are certain things they can’t
do on and o$ the !eld. They
really need guidance be-
cause they are at a fragile
stage. They can either be-
come great players or their
careers could break.

‘Have to educate people and save lives’
Drawing from personal experience, Yuvraj stresses the need to be disciplined in dealing with solitude

EXCLUSIVE 

VIJAY LOKAPALLY

NEW DELHI

Right approach: Yuvraj Singh says people need to stop reading social media and look for
correct information to help them combat the pandemic. * FILE PHOTO: VIJAY LOKAPALLY

How did it all begin, we ask ourselves
in these unsettling times. Not the
pandemic — we know the answer to
that one — but our personal passions.
It is not just television that is replay-
ing old matches and connecting us
with past experiences; our minds are
doing that too.

In the winter of 1967, I fell in love
with cricket. Completely, irrevoca-
bly, conclusively. First, in the pages
of Sport and Pastime, and then on ra-
dio where I followed my !rst series as
India played in Australia. The maga-
zine was serialising Ralph Barker’s
two books, Ten Great Innings and
Ten Great Bowlers. My early heroes,
thus, were Spo$orth and Grace, Ran-
ji and McLaren, Spooner and Loh-
mann. 

“This thing,” Spo$orth was quot-
ed as saying, “can be done.” I mar-
velled at the certainty of a bowler
who could personally guarantee En-
gland would not score 85 runs to win.
Today, it isn’t the words I remember
so much as the emotions: my made-
leine, unlocking memory in the
Proustian manner. 

I remember my mother, ear !xed
to the radio, keeping scores as Fa-
rokh Engineer and Chandu Borde
put on a partnership. Mother kept
scores and updated friends. She
taught me the joy of listening to crick-
et. The sport was an audio treat be-
fore it became a visual one. When
dad came home from work, they
would discuss the day’s play. Dad
and Mom !red a boy’s imagination,
helped by an uncle who had played
the game.

Heroes began to emerge to replace
those distant ones in books: Erapalli
Prasanna, who claimed 25 wickets in
that series and brought India back in-
to the match many times. M.L. Jai-
simha, who arrived in Brisbane one
afternoon and scored a Test century
the next day. Engineer, Ajit Wadekar,
Bishan Bedi, and above all the cap-
tain, the Nawab of Pataudi, who mis-
sed the !rst Test, and !nished with
scores of 75 and 85, 74 and 48, 51 and
6 — I haven’t had to look these up!
That 74 was in Brisbane where he
shared the top score with Jaisimha;
the 48 was a let-down. A few more,
and India might have won the Test
they lost by just 39 runs. Jack Fingle-
ton wrote that India could have won
two Tests.

Pataudi said later that the Austra-
lians were not as good as the 4-0 sco-
reline suggested, and that if the se-
ries had begun with the Brisbane
Test, the result might have been dif-
ferent. He was probably right, since

India followed that with a 3-1 victory
in New Zealand, their !rst series vic-
tory abroad (the West Indies under
Garry Sobers who toured next could
only draw 1-1).

That tour was important, and not
just for !ring the imagination of a lit-
tle boy far away. It was the !rst step
India took to coming together as a
team and demanding a place at the
high table, something that would be
conceded with series wins in the
West Indies and England three years
later.

World-class spin combination
A world-class spin combination came
together. The spearhead, Bhagwat
Chandrasekhar, had to return home
after breaking down in the !rst Test.
That brought the focus on o$ spinner
Prasanna, who !nished with 49 wick-
ets in the twin series. India’s
strengths and weaknesses were both
on public display — the reliance on
spin, and the woeful catching. Bob
Cowper and Ian Chappell made big
centuries aided by dropped catches.

On one horrendous occasion, two
!elders running for a catch — Rusi
Surti and V. Subramanyam —
clashed, and the latter broke his
nose. That was another memory of
that period. For, when Subrama-
nyam returned to Bengaluru, he was
admitted to the same hospital where
an aunt was having surgery too. 

“Do you want to meet a cricke-
ter?” my father asked. He had

checked with Subramanyam, who
had kindly agreed. I can recall the
feel of dad’s hand as I slipped mine
into it. Subramanyam, nose ban-
daged, speaking strangely, greeted
me warmly. His was the !rst Test
star’s hands I shook, a story I lived o$
for a while. Decades later at a func-
tion in Bengaluru, I narrated this sto-
ry to Subbu (familiarity breeds con-
traction), and his spontaneous
response was, “Of course I remem-
ber that handshake.” Lovely man.

Over the years, members of the
squad became good friends. Tiger
Pataudi himself, a conversation-stop-
per whenever he entered a room. Be-
di, whose biography I wrote. The late
Jaisimha, in whose company I
watched junior matches. Prasanna,
who told me when I !rst began re-
porting, “I shall be keeping an eye on
you.” Wadekar, whose room on tours
when he was manager, was “liberty
hall”, open to friend and foe alike.
Chandrasekhar, whose self-deprecat-
ing humour remains unmatched.

1967 was also the year I deter-
mined to play for India. I calculated
that some of the players on that Aus-
tralian tour would be colleagues
when I made my debut (in my mind I
was a child prodigy). Sadly, I went
from being a promising youngster to
a has-been without a signi!cant ca-
reer in between. These things hap-
pen. 

(A version of this appeared in UK’s
Wisden Cricket Monthly)

How Australia was the start of something
special for India — and one Indian 

BETWEEN WICKETS
suresh menon

COVID-19 AID

Rohit Sharma chips in 
with !80 lakh 
MUMBAI

Rohit Sharma has donated !80
lakh to fight the rapidly-
spreading COVID-19 pandemic,
saying the onus is on the
citizens to help the country get
back on its feet. Rohit has
given !45 lakh and !25 lakh to
the PM’s and CM’s Relief Fund
(Maharashtra) respectively. He
has also given !5 lakh to
‘Zomato Feeding India’, which
is helping families affected by

the ongoing national
lockdown, and another !5 lakh
to help aid the welfare of stray
dogs. PTI

Mithali and Deepti 
help with donations
BENGALURU

Mithali Raj has decided to give
!5 lakh to the Prime Minister’s
fund and a similar amount to
the Chief Ministers Assistance
Fund of the Telangana
government. Deepti Sharma
has contributed !50,000 to
the West Bengal State
Emergency Fund and also
separately contributed to PM’s
fund and UP relief fund. IANS

Anil Kumble does his bit
BENGALURU

Former India captain and coach
Anil Kumble on Tuesday made
a donation to the Central and

Karnataka state relief funds to
combat the COVID-19
pandemic in the country but
refrained from disclosing the
amount. “To bowl out
#Covid19India, we all need to
come together and fight this
battle. I have made my humble
contributions to
#PMCaresFund #PMNRF and
#CMReliefFund @PMOIndia
@narendramodi
@CMofKarnataka @BSYBJP
Please do
#StaySafeStayHome,” he
tweeted. PTI

TTFI contributes !5 lakh
NEW DELHI

Table Tennis Federation of
India (TTFI) pledged !5 lakh to
the Prime Minister’s Relief
Fund. PTI

Neeraj Chopra gives 
!3 lakh to relief funds
NEW DELHI

Asian Games gold medal-
winning javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra on Tuesday said he has
donated a total of !3 lakh to
the central and Haryana State
relief funds. IANS

Lord’s opened up for NHS
LONDON

The Marylebone Cricket Club
(MCC) has decided to provide
parking and storage spaces
available at the iconic Lord’s
cricket ground to the National
Health Services (NHS) staff

battling the COVID-19
pandemic. 

In addition, the custodian of
cricket laws are also providing
food to City Harvest London,
which helps redistribute fresh
surplus food to organisations
that feed the hungry. AFP

Augusta Masters host
donates $2 million 
WASHINGTON

The Augusta National Golf Club
in Georgia, which in most years
would be preparing at this time
to host the Masters, said on
Monday it will give $2 million
to help fight the pandemic in
its region. The aid features $1
million to Augusta University
for expansion of coronavirus
testing and $1 million to the

emergency response fund for
relief efforts to aid most
vulnerable people. AFP

COVID-19 IMPACT

David Warner shaves 
head in support
MELBOURNE

Australia opener David Warner
has shaved his head in support
of those working on the
frontline for tackling COVID-19.
“Been nominated to shave my
head in support of those
working on the frontline
#Covid-19 here is a time lapse. I
think my debut was the last
time I recall I’ve done this. Like

it or not??” Warner said in an
Instagram post. IANS

Joe Root expecting talks
over pay cut
LONDON

England Test captain Joe
Root expects his country’s
cricket board and the players’
body to discuss a possible
pay cut for him and his
centrally-contracted
teammates “in the coming
weeks” as the ECB faces the
financial impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic. PTI

Bala Devi joins AFC’s
awareness campaign
NEW DELHI

Indian women’s football team
captain Bala Devi on Tuesday
joined compatriots Bhaichung
Bhutia and Sunil Chhetri in
AFC’s #BreakTheChain video
campaign and urged people to
stay at home and practice social
distancing to defeat the
dreaded coronavirus. IANS

Duration of WTC should be
extended: Misbah 
KARACHI

Pakistan head coach and chief
selector Misbah-ul-Haq has
suggested extending the time
span of the ICC World Test
Championship as COVID-19 has
thrown the international
schedule haywire. “I just think

that all teams must get equal
opportunities in the
championship even if matches
are rescheduled. The
tournament can be extended
beyond 2021,” he said on
Tuesday. According to the
original schedule, the inaugural
competition runs from 2019-
2021. PTI F1 simulator keeps 

Esteban Ocon in shape 
PARIS

Hunkered down in
Normandy, Renault driver
Esteban Ocon is racking up
the hours on a Formula One
virtual simulator to be ready
when the season finally gets
underway. “My days are full
and I behave as if I was
going to race next week. I do
a lot of racing on the
simulator.” AFP

tennis in the snow while social
distancing. He hit a series of
tweeners and behind-the-back
shots with perfect precision
against a wall and captioned
the video “Making sure I still
remember how to hit trick
shots.” IANS

Federer practises ‘trick
shots’ in snow
NEW DELHI

Roger Federer is trying
whatever he can to remain in
touch with the sport and on
Monday posted a video on
Twitter in which he is playing
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Tennis star Sania Mirza, win-
ner of six Grand Slam titles,
is donning a di!erent role —
saviour to the needy in these
troubled times.

Sania, who has just com-
pleted the mandatory 14-day
self-quarantine on her re-
turn from the US, has joined
hands with an NGO — Safa
Society — to help daily wage-
earners who have been bad-
ly hit by the lockdown.

Irrelevant
“The pandemic has made
tennis, or for that matter,
any sport irrelevant. Right
now, I am not concerned
about events getting can-
celled, even Wimbledon.
Tennis is a small part of our
lives. We are "ghting a larger
issue,” said Sania in an exclu-
sive chat with The Hindu on
Tuesday. 

“First I donated to the
NGO, then I felt it would be
great to be involved in a col-
lective e!ort for better re-
sults. I am glad within one
week we could raise #1.5
crore,” Sania said.

“This crisis has reminded
us that we take many things
for granted. I am saddened
by visuals of people walking
800km just to reach their
homes,” she said.

On her activity during the
lockdown, Sania said. “Gi-
ven the kind of response
from across the country, it
has been a really challenging
task to identify real bene"ci-
aries. But, we are taking ut-
most care that the needy are
well and truly addressed in
Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai,
North Karnataka and Hyde-
rabad to start with.” 

Sania said she and her fa-
mily had always honoured
their social obligations and
as such she was proud to be

associated with this
initiative.

On the post-virus scena-
rio, she said, “Human beings
adapt easily and we will
move on.”

The di!erence between
an injury-break and this
lockdown, she said, was
“when injured you are fo-
cused on getting back into
rhythm, for you know the
problem and there is a solu-
tion and a time-frame. Here

you are "ghting a deadly dis-
ease,” she said. 

“I will be back on the cir-
cuit, and, hopefully, win a
few more titles for I do be-
lieve that I have a lot more to
give on the tennis court,” she
said.

Special day

April 12 is a special day for
Sania, as it was on this day in
2015 that she became World
No. 1 in women’s doubles.
“That is still the most mem-
orable moment for me. And,
also the fact that I "nished
two year-endings as numero
uno,” she said. 

Sania joins hands with
NGO to help the needy
Involved in bringing aid to hapless daily wage-earners

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM 

HYDERABAD

Optimistic: On the post-virus scenario, Sania feels humans
adapt easily and will move on. * FILE PHOTO: V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM

<> Tennis is a small
part of our lives. We
are !ghting a larger
issue

Indian shooting was primed
to "nalise the team for To-
kyo Olympics before the
Games was postponed to
2021 due to the Coronavirus
pandemic.

Can the National Ri$e As-
sociation of India (NRAI) af-
ford to select the team,
when the situation settles
down, more than a year in
advance?

“It may not help to an-
nounce the team, and hope
that they all would be in
prime form when the Olym-
pics comes around. 

“A year is a long time, es-
pecially in a sport like shoot-
ing,” said former World and
Olympic champion Abhinav
Bindra.

Will clarity help?
Will it not help to give clarity
for the shooters, to get the
nod when the situation be-
comes normal, so that they
have a long time to prepare
for the Olympics?

“There can be argument
both ways. There can be no
ideal policy. You can’t make

everyone happy. 
“There is that element of

unknown. The nature of the
sport is such that it can cut
either way,” said Bindra.

Conceding that a change
in selection policy would be
required, Bindra pointed out
that it was important “to
tune the policy quickly so as
to ensure the best team re-
presents the country in the
Olympics. 

“There may be a rejig in
the team, even though the
process had been completed
and the team was to be an-
nounced.” 

With 15 Olympic quotas
secured, most of the shoo-
ters who won them were in
excellent form throughout
the season. 

Widen core group 
“The core group can be wi-
dened a bit. But, don’t open
it for 30 shooters. One or
two reserves in an event
should be "ne. 

“Form the Olympic
group, and back the shoo-
ters,” reasoned Bindra.

More than anything, the
Beijing Olympics gold me-
dallist in air ri$e, Bindra em-
phasised the need to put the
best minds to work on the
right path ahead and form
the guidelines.

“Get clarity, and "nd the
right balance. And do it
quickly. 

“Once you achieve clarity
about what is required for
the shooters to make the
team, they will plan accord-
ingly. There has to be coordi-
nation,” said Bindra.

The NRAI will swing into
action once the sporting
world springs back to nor-
mal life.

Bindra for revising Olympic selection 
‘A year is a long time, especially in a sport like shooting’
Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI 

Abhinav Bindra.
* PHOTO: KAMESH SRINIVASAN 

The crisis-ridden All India
Chess Federation (AICF)
plunged into further tur-
moil when its president P.R.
Venketrama Raja removed
Bharat Singh Chauhan from
the post of secretary of the
federation on Monday.

In a three-page letter, dat-
ed March 30, addressed to
Chauhan, Raja detailed the
reasons for his action, and
said he had no option but to
exercise his “extraordinary
powers as the president of
AICF under Article 15 (a) of
the AICF Constitution and
Bye-Laws.”

It may be recalled that the
AICF is awaiting a directive
from the Madras High Court
regarding fresh date of elec-
tions of its o%ce-bearers.

In February, Chauhan
(secretary), Ajay Patel (pre-
sident) as well as three oth-
ers were declared elected
unopposed to the principal
posts of AICF.

Later, the Madras High
Court ordered fresh elec-
tions and the Supreme
Court dismissed a Special
Leave Petition challenging
the verdict.

When contacted, Chau-
han questioned Raja’s auth-
ority and dismissed his ac-
tion of removing him as a
“malicious attempt to cover
his tracks.”

He argued, “Raja ceased
to be the AICF president
from February 11, the date
on which the court-appoint-
ed Returning O%cer de-
clared Mr. Patel as the newly
elected AICF president.

“Despite the Hon’ble Ma-
dras High Court ordering
fresh elections of AICF, Mr.
Patel, being the last person
to hold the AICF president’s
o%ce, remains the interim
president till fresh elections
are conducted.”

Strange development
In another strange develop-
ment, 12 a%liates have joint-
ly called for AICF’s Special/
Extraordinary General Body
Meeting on April 24 in the
Capital.

The letter, written on
Chandigarh Chess Associa-
tion’s letterhead claiming
representations from 12
States and Union Territories
and listing a nine-point
agenda, read, “We had sent
to Hon. secretary, AICF, a re-
quisition in writing to call a
Special/Extraordinary Gen-
eral Body Meeting of AICF
as per the rights and powers
vested in them under Arti-
cle 11 of the Constitution of
the AICF and Section 28 of
the Tamil Nadu Societies Re-
gistration Act 1975. As the
Hon. secretary of AICF has
expressed in a letter dated
29.03.2020 his inability to
call such a meeting we have
decided to call for the meet-
ing.”

RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

Crisis deepens in AICF as president removes secretary 
CHESS

In view of the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the tick-
ets sale for the inaugural
edition of The Hundred
competition has been
postponed.

“... We feel it is appro-
priate at this time to post-
pone opening our second
priority ticket window and
general sale. We will conti-
nue to review this and will
let you know any further
information in due
course,” said an o%cial
statement on the tourna-
ment’s website. 

The Hundred:
ticket sales
postponed
IANS

London

The Badminton World Fed-
eration (BWF) on Tuesday
decided to freeze the world
rankings, saying standings
as on March 17 will be the
basis for entry and seedings
when it restarts the interna-
tional calender that has
been thrown haywire owing
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

There was a clamour for
freezing the world rankings
with Indians Saina Nehwal,
B. Sai Praneeth, P. Kashyap
and H.S. Prannoy leading
the way in expressing their
concerns.

“The Badminton World
Federation (BWF) can an-
nounce it will freeze World
Rankings and World Junior
Rankings until further
notice.

“The freezing of rankings
will be backdated to Week
12, which is the week follow-
ing the last international
tournament that was played
— the YONEX All England

Open 2020,” BWF said in a
release.

“The ranking lists issued
on 17 March 2020 will serve
as a basis for entry and seed-
ing into the next interna-
tional tournaments — alth-
ough it is di%cult to say at
this stage when this may
be.” 

Shuttlers in the singles
competition have to be in-
side the top-16 of the world
rankings to qualify for the
Olympics. The cut-o! for
doubles is also top-16.

BWF said it will start re-
viewing the Olympic quali"-
cation system but a decision
will take several weeks.

“Following Monday’s an-
nouncement to reschedule
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Games from 23 July to 8 Au-
gust 2021, BWF will also in-
itiate a review process to
con"rm any impact on the
Olympic quali"cation sys-
tem,” BWF said.

“Please note that the con-
sequences of freezing the
World Rankings will not ap-
ply to the Olympic quali"ca-
tion system.”

BWF freezes rankings
Positions as on March 17 will be basis
for entry, seedings in future events
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