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‘Secondary contacts to
undergo antibody tests’
CHENNAI

With Tamil Nadu placing an
order for one lakh rapid test
kits, Health Minister C.
Vijayabaskar said the
antibody tests would be
carried out among secondary
contacts of persons who have
tested positive for COVID-19
in containment zones, and
this would indicate if there is
community transmission.
TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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NEARBY

Vegetables set to be
delivered at doorsteps
CHENNAI

Chennai residents can now
order and receive vegetables
and fruits, being sold at the
Koyambedu market, at their
doorsteps, through delivery
service apps such as Swiggy,
Zomato and Dunzo.

CHENNAI " PAGE 3
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Madras HC frowns upon
quantum of aid to T.N.
CHENNAI

The Madras HC expressed
concern over the Centre
having allocated a relatively
lesser amount of !510 crore
from the State Disaster Risk
Management Fund for Tamil
Nadu. The court suo motu

included the Union Home
Ministry as a respondent to a
PIL plea and directed it to
reply in two weeks. 

TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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At a videoconference on
Wednesday with parties’
!oor leaders in Parliament,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said it won’t be possi-
ble to lift the 21-day nation-
wide lockdown in one go as
scheduled for April 14. He,
however, noted that he
would consult the Chief Mi-
nisters before deciding the
exit strategy.

Speaking at the end of a
nearly three-and-a-half-hour
meeting, Mr. Modi said the
country was going through a
“social emergency”. 

Many countries are using
lockdown and physical dis-
tancing to contain the
spread of the novel coronavi-
rus. “In the coming days,
you have suggested that the

lockdown should not be lift-
ed all of a sudden, it should
be staggered. Till now, the
suggestions I have been get-
ting are that it won’t be so
simple to lift the lockdown.
We will have to take some
strong measures to ensure
social distancing,” he said. 

Mr. Modi thanked the par-
ties for their support. “To-
day, the situation in the
country is akin to a social

emergency; it has necessitat-
ed tough decisions and we
must continue to remain vi-
gilant,” he said, and sought
their continued support.
“Kareeb, Kareeb yeh mood
ban raha hai ki ek dum se
lockdown uthana sambhav
nahi hoga (The general
mood is that it won’t be pos-
sible to lift the lockdown at
one go).” 

Leaders from 18 political
parties attended the interac-
tion. Top Central o"cials
gave presentations on the
steps being taken to meet the
emerging challenges, includ-
ing the status of distribution
of bene#ts under the PM Ga-
rib Kalyan Yojana.

The Congress supported
an extension to the lock-
down. Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad said, “There
is no question of supporting
it or opposing it. It is a deci-
sion to be taken by the go-
vernment. If they consult
everyone before taking the
decision, we shall welcome
it.” The majority of the par-
ties felt that there should be
a calibrated exit from the
lockdown, he added. 

It will not be possible to lift the
lockdown in one go, says Modi 
The country is going through a ‘social emergency’, PM tells political parties 

Sobhana K. Nair 

New Delhi

WUHAN LOCKDOWN LIFTED

AFTER 76 DAYS " PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

With 32 deaths reported in
the past 24 hours, the Union
Health Ministry on Wednes-
day said building hospital in-
frastructure, aggressive con-
tact tracing and total
enforcement of the lock-
down with the help of peo-
ple were the main focus now
in the #ght against COVID-19.

The country has 5,194 cas-
es and 149 deaths, with 402
patients recovered. The In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search said 1,27,919 tests had
so far been done and 13,143
samples were reported on
Wednesday.

Reports from the State
Health Departments put the
number of con#rmed cases
at 5,598, with 4,932 active
ones. The death toll in the
country stood at 182, while
404 people have recovered.
The most number of cases
have been reported from
Maharashtra (1,135), fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu (738)
and Delhi (576).

‘Early identi!cation key’
At a press conference here,
Lav Agrawal, Joint Secretary,
Health Ministry, said: “We
are speeding up infrastruc-
ture-building and grading up
our response as the number
of cases...has shown a rise
over the past few days.” 

He added that the country

was facing an unprecedent-
ed challenge, in which “we
are getting cases of both
symptomatic and asympto-
matic patients acting as car-
riers. The need of the hour is
to break the transmission,
and for that, the lockdown is
the key, and we seek the
cooperation of people.”

“When we are dealing
with an infectious disease, it
is an everyday battle, and
even a single slip-up will cost
us [dear]. Early identi#ca-
tion is the key to managing
the cases,” he said. 

Focus shifts to contact
tracing, infrastructure 
32 deaths reported in the past 24 hours, taking toll to 149

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

Optimum use: Migrant workers and the homeless eating dinner on Wednesday inside a mall in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, which has
been converted into a makeshift shelter during the lockdown period. * VIJAY SONEJI
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Space management

Union Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla on Wednesday
wrote to all State Chief Se-
cretaries to ensure the
availability of essential
goods by invoking the Es-
sential Commodities Act,
1955.

O$ences under the Act
may result in imprison-
ment of seven years or #ne
or both. The States and the
Union Territories may also
consider detention of of-
fenders under the Preven-
tion of Black marketing
and Maintenance of Sup-
plies of Essential Commod-
ities Act, 1980, the Ministry
of Home A$airs said. 

“I would urge you to
take steps to ensure availa-
bility of these commodities
at fair prices for public at
large,” Mr. Bhalla said. 

States told 
to curb black
marketing

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

With the Centre expecting
an extreme cash crunch
due to the COVID-19 crisis,
most Central government
departments have been
asked to cut their #rst
quarter expenditure to
15-20% of the year’s budget
estimates. Departments
considered crucial to
dealing with the pandemic
and the resultant
lockdown will not be
a$ected by these
restrictions. " page 13

Restrictions
on spending

The Centre has decided to
immediately release tax
refunds to the tune of
%18,000 crore, in a bid to
provide relief to individual
taxpayers as well as
businesses. All pending
income tax refunds up to
%5 lakh would be released
immediately by the
Income Tax Department.
Similarly, all pending
refunds for Goods and
Services Tax and Customs
will also be issued. " Page 13

Tax refunds 
to be released

MORE REPORTS ON " PAGES 2, 3, 4,

5, 8, 9, 10 & 11

Many of Bihar’s migrant
workers, who have been
quarantined in village
schools and panchayat
buildings after returning
from elsewhere in the coun-
try, are found missing from
these centres at night, with
most of them likely heading
home to join their families
before coming back to the
quarantine facilities in the
morning, according to vil-
lage heads.

After the countrywide
lockdown was imposed last
month to contain the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Bihar’s
government set up quaran-
tine centres at 3,115 govern-
ment schools and pan-
chayat buildings in rural
parts of the State.

The government said

more than 1.7 lakh people
had returned to the State in
the wake of the lockdown,
and as many as 27,300 of
them had been lodged in
these quarantine centres
opened in di$erent dis-
tricts. 

However, several of those
staying in these centres,

usually for two weeks, told
The Hindu over phone that
though they were being pro-
vided with free food, the
shelters lacked even basic
infrastructure like electrici-
ty, toilets and beds. “Let’s
not even talk about sanitis-
ers or masks,” they
complained.

Village mukhias (heads),
who have been asked to
monitor the movement of
those quarantined, often
feel helpless under local
pressure.

“In my village school
building, 14 migrants have
been quarantined for the
last three days but the build-
ing has no window, toilet,
door or bed,” admitted a vil-
lage head of Saraiya block in
Muza$arpur district, who
spoke on the condition of
anonymity. “Only food is be-
ing served to them three
times a day. So many of
them go to their family at
night and return to the qua-
rantine centre in the day for
free food.”

Similar reports have also
come from several village
heads in Madhubani, Mun-
ger, Samastipur, Siwan, Sita-

marhi, Araria and Katihar
districts. The migrants
placed in quarantine
centres quietly slip away at
night to join their families
while coming back to the
centre in the daytime. “Yes,
free food is the only attrac-
tion for them, otherwise
they would have not come
to the centre even in the
daytime,” asserted several
village heads, who all de-
clined to be identi#ed.

The infrastructure at sev-
eral village schools and pan-
chayat buildings in Bihar is
barely adequate with no toi-
lets or washrooms. Many
schools are windowless,
have no doors separating
rooms and are without run-
ning water or electricity
supply. 

Migrant workers slip out of Bihar shelters, allegedly lacking basic facilities, only to return for free food

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

A "le photo of migrant workers lodged in a government-run
shelter home in Patna. * RANJEET KUMAR

Escaping quarantine centres at night, returning by day

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8 

Indian seafarers around the
world would be allowed to
return to the country after
the ban on !ights goes and
the Government of India #-
nalises a policy on repatria-
tion of Indians, according to
a senior o"cial of the Ship-
ping Ministry.

As per government esti-
mates, there were “16,000-
17,000” seafarers who need
to be brought back to the
country. “How they are
brought back will depend on
the Government of India’s
policy on allowing people to
come from outside. Whatev-
er policy is #nalised, the
same will be followed in the
case of the seafarers. We will
wait for the policy to be

#rmed up. We are in touch
with the shipping compa-
nies and they are willing to
follow that policy,” the o"-
cial said.

Various shipping compa-
nies were also #nalising dif-
ferent modalities for sending
back their sta$ to their coun-
tries and until then “seafar-
ers are safe on cruise ships,”
the o"cial said. “These sai-

lors have been accommodat-
ed in separate passenger ca-
bins on board di$erent
cruise ships. They are being
monitored, paid salaries and
provided all amenities.”

It was the responsibility of
the shipping companies to
repatriate their sta$. “They
realise that. They are only
waiting for the right oppor-
tunity,” the top source said. 

On whether the govern-
ment is likely to make spe-
cial allowance to facilitate
mariners to return before
the ban on !ights is lifted on
April 15, or in case it is ex-
tended, the o"cial said,
“There is hardly a week left
for the lockdown to be lifted;
there is no point in rushing
into it. It is also safer for the
seafarers...” 

17,000 seafarers will return
only after policy is "nalised
Shipping companies working on plans to send them back 

JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI 

A "le photo of seafarers
stuck in Iran.

* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Tests relating to COVID-19,
whether done in approved
government or private
laboratories, shall be free
of cost, the Supreme Court
ordered on Wednesday. A
Bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan and S. Ravindra
Bhat held that tests must
be carried out only in
NABL accredited
laboratories or any
agencies approved by the
WHO or the ICMR. " page 9

SC bats for
free testing
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Forty-eight persons tested
positive for COVID-19 in Ta-
mil Nadu on Wednesday, tak-
ing the State’s tally to 738. 

This, even as a 74-year-old
woman was discharged from
the Rajiv Gandhi Govern-
ment General Hospital. She
is among the 21 discharged
so far in the State.

T.N. has so far reported
eight deaths, the last being a
45-year-old man who was
undergoing treatment at the
Christian Medical College,
Vellore, on Tuesday. Health
Secretary Beela Rajesh said
he did not have a history of
travel but did have a contact
history. “He was already in
hospital. The #rst test was in-
conclusive. The second
turned out positive. The re-
port came after his death.

His condition deteriorated
suddenly,” she said.

Of the 48 fresh cases, 42
were connected to the “sin-
gle source event” (Delhi con-
ference). Of the 42, eight had
travelled to Delhi together,
33 were their contacts and
one was a Malaysian
national.

In a slight shift in treat-
ment protocol, Health Minis-
ter C. Vijayabaskar said:

“Even if patients are asymp-
tomatic, they cannot be left
untreated, though they may
seem stable. Many of them
tell us that they are #ne and
have no symptoms. Our exp-
ert committee comprising
doctors from the govern-
ment and private sectors dis-
cussed the treatment proto-
col and the need to look at
the lung signs of these pa-
tients. We will have an e$ec-
tive monitoring of the lung
signs.”

The Minister explained
that the isolation facilities
had X-ray, CT scan and pulse
oximeters. “We will keep
track of the oxygen satura-
tion levels of patients. We
will do an arterial blood gas
assessment if necessary,” he
said, citing the risk of pa-
tients collapsing at any time
due to hypoxia. 

48 more test positive for
virus; T.N. tally touches 738 
New treatment protocol for asymptomatic patients: Minister 

Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

Relatives wearing protective
gear attend the funeral of a
COVID-19 victim. * REUTERS
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On Wednesday, the State re-
corded 48 fresh cases, the
lowest since April 1. Of these,
42 were connected to a ‘sin-
gle source event’ (Delhi con-
ference), according to Health
Secretary Beela Rajesh. 

Of the remaining six who
tested positive, two had tra-
vel/contact history and were
already under the Health De-
partment’s quarantine. 

“Four others, from Chen-
nai, had ‘unidenti!ed’
source of infection. We are in

the process of tracking con-
tacts of the four persons,” Dr.
Rajesh said. 

In total, the number of
persons who have tested
positive and are connected
to the ‘single source event’ is
679 — seven foreign nationals
and 14 of their contacts, 553
attendees and 105 of their
contacts — she said. “Other
than this, we have 59 pa-
tients. Of these, 26 had travel
history and 33 were contacts
of those with travel history,”
she added. 

Till date, a total of 1,480

persons who attended the
event have been traced and
isolated.

Woman discharged
The 74-year-old woman who
was discharged on Wednes-
day was admitted to Rajiv
Gandhi Government General
Hospital with severe respira-
tory distress on March 26. 

A resident of Pozhichalur,
she tested positive for CO-
VID-19 and underwent treat-
ment. She also had uncon-
trolled diabetes and
hypertension, a press re-

lease issued by RGGGH said.
Sixteen persons — 12 wo-

men and four men — from
Theni; seven persons — three
women and four men — from
Chennai; six men from Tiru-
chi; !ve persons — four wo-
men and one man — from Na-
makkal; four persons — three
women and one man — from
Tirunelveli; four persons —
two men and two women —
from Villupuram; two men
from Tiruppur; and one each
from Dindigul, Salem, Tiru-
vallur and Vellore tested pos-
itive on Wednesday.

At 48 fresh cases, Wednesday’s tally is lowest since April 1
Forty-two connected to Delhi event test positive; 74-year-old woman recovers

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Villupuram district pol-
ice have alerted their coun-
terparts in Puducherry and
launched a manhunt, after
test results of a man who
was quarantined in a private
institution and released on
Tuesday night came back
positive. The man is ab-
sconding and police teams
have launched a search for
him.

Highly placed sources, on
condition of anonymity, said
that the Health Department
in Villupuram had released
25 persons, quarantined in
the institution, on Tuesday
night, after their test results
came back negative.

All the 25, excluding the
man, were immediate rela-
tives of returnees from the

conference in Delhi.
A top police o"cial said

that the authorities seemed
to have bungled up test re-
ports, since the results of
four of them had come back
positive. The police imme-
diately swung into action
and traced three of them —
all relatives of people who
had returned from Delhi.
They have been taken to iso-
lation wards in Villupuram,
while whereabouts of the
man hailing from Delhi is
not yet known.

The man, hailing from Pa-
tel Nagar in New Delhi, had
come to Puducherry to at-
tend an interview last
month, after which he
reached Villupuram.

When contacted, Villupu-
ram Collector A. Annadurai
said that the incident was
being investigated by the Di-
rectorate of Medical
Services.

Meanwhile, the Villupu-
ram district administration
on Wednesday circulated
the photo of the man.

The administration has is-
sued the appeal, asking peo-
ple to immediately alert the
control room on 04146 -
223265 if he is spotted
anywhere.

The Villupuram police
have formed three special
teams to look for him.

He was under quarantine and released on Tuesday night

S. Prasad

VILLUPURAM

Police launch hunt for 
man who tested positive 

<> All the 25,
excluding the man,
were immediate
relatives of
returnees from the
conference in
Delhi

Five persons, including a 10-
month-old, who recovered
from COVID-19, were given a
triple drug combination of
hydroxychloroquine, oselta-
mivir and azithromycin, ac-
cording to authorities of the
Government Medical College
and ESI Hospital, Coimba-
tore, where they were being
treated. 

The hospital, according to
its dean A. Nirmala, is also
giving the combination to
COVID-19 patients still under
its care. 

She said that the hospital
followed a seven-day course
of the drug combination for
the !ve persons who reco-
vered from COVID-19 — a wo-
man doctor, her 10-month-
old son, her house help, a
businessman from Tiruppur
and a Coimbatore woman
who returned from Spain.

One drug in the combination
was omitted for the baby.

They were discharged
from the hospital on Monday
and will remain under home
quarantine for 28 days.

According to Dr. Nirmala,
the hospital was giving the
same drug combination to
86 COVID-19 patients from
Coimbatore and neighbour-
ing districts like the Nilgiris

and Tiruppur, who were un-
der treatment as on
Wednesday.

“We are following the
drug combination only for
those who tested positive for
COVID-19. Those having
symptoms with test results
awaited are not being given
the drugs,” she said.

While hydroxychloro-
quine is an antimalarial

drug, oseltamivir is used for
the treatment of H1N1. Azith-
romycin is an antibiotic used
to treat various bacterial
infections.

Results being reviewed
Director of Public Health K.
Kolandasamy said that a
technical committee for the
management of COVID-19
cases in the State was re-
viewing the results of the use
of these recommended
drugs, on a daily basis.

The 20-member commit-
tee has medical experts from
government and private sec-
tors, including retired doc-
tors. The committee was re-
viewing two to three cases a
day.

He said that hospitals that
are into COVID-19 manage-
ment were also focusing on
treating co-morbid condi-
tions of patients, if they had
any.

Coimbatore hospital opts for combo therapy 
Antimalarial, antiviral and antibiotic administered to COVID-19 patients

WILSON THOMAS 

COIMBATORE

Health Minister C. Vijayabaskar inspecting a facility for
drawing samples at the Stanley Medical College Hospital.

Tamil Nadu has been allot-
ted an additional 1.78 lakh
tonnes of rice a month for
the next three months, un-
der the Centre’s Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana
(PMGKY). 

Of this additional alloca-
tion, around 36,000
tonnes have been ear-
marked for bene!ciaries
with Antyodaya Anna Yoja-
na (AAY) ration cards and
1.42 lakh tonnes for those
covered under priority
household (PHH) cards, of-
!cials said. 

Though the o"cials are
awaiting details regarding
the supply of pulses from
the Union government,
they expect to receive
20,000 tonnes a month,
the cost of which will be
#60 crore. 

Additional rice
for T.N. for
three months 
T. RAMAKRISHNAN 

CHENNAI

A mother was separated
from her newborn child at
the Rajah Mirasdar Govern-
ment Hospital after she
tested positive for CO-
VID-19 on Tuesday.

The 32-year-old woman
from Sundaram Nagar,
Thanjavur, developed CO-
VID-19 symptoms last wee-
kend, while o"cials
screened her and her fami-
ly members, after her 55-
year-old father-in-law test-
ed positive for the viral in-
fection, upon returning
after attending the Tablighi
Jamaat conference in New
Delhi.

The woman, kept under
observation at the RMGH,

gave birth to a boy on Mon-
day. The swab taken from
her was sent for test and
the result came back posi-
tive on Tuesday. Subse-
quently, the infant was sep-
arated from the mother
and kept in a separate
room.

The woman’s father-in-
law continues to be under
observation at the Thanja-
vur Medical College hospi-
tal, said sources.

Newborn taken away 
after mother tests positive
Woman’s kin attended Delhi event 
Special Correspondent

THANJAVUR <> The woman from
Sundaram Nagar,
Thanjavur,
developed
COVID-19
symptoms last
weekend

CM to chair review
meeting today
CHENNAI

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami will chair a
meeting at the Secretariat on
Thursday to review the
implementation of the
COVID-19 lockdown in the
State. Members of the 12
teams that are coordinating
various aspects of the
lockdown will attend the
meeting.

IN BRIEF

Prevent price rise of
essentials, says Stalin
CHENNAI

DMK president M.K. Stalin on
Wednesday urged the State
government to take steps to
prevent spiralling in the price
of essential commodities,
provisions and vegetables. In
a statement, he said everyone
had realised the importance
of lockdown and remaining at
home, and there was a need
to ensure that there was no
shortage of food.

Extend lockdown by 3
weeks: Anbumani
CHENNAI

PMK youth wing leader
Anbumani Ramadoss on
Wednesday urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
extend the 21-day lockdown
by three more weeks from
April 15, to contain the spread
of COVID-19. “PPEs should be
provided to all doctors
immediately,” he added.

Assistance for senior
citizens 
CHENNAI

Bharati Seva Sangam has
started a volunteer initiative
to help the elderly during the
ongoing lockdown. Ram
Kumar, a trustee with the
Bharti Seva Sangam, said that
they had identified
volunteers in over 100 areas
in the city, who will know
their areas well.

In the wake of reports of li-
quor shops and bars being
broken into, the Tamil Nadu
State Marketing Corporation
Limited (Tasmac) is shifting
the stock at most of its out-
lets to nearby depots, where
security has been
strengthened.

As many as 22 cases of
break-ins have been report-
ed at Tasmac shops across
the State and liquor worth
#14 lakh has been stolen
since the COVID-19 lock-
down came into e$ect.

“We are not moving all the
consignments into depots.
We carried out an assess-
ment of areas deemed sensi-
tive along with district col-
lectors and the police, based
on which we are shifting the
stock,” a government o"cial
said. “We have beefed up se-

curity at the depots. We have
hired security guards for a
few shops as well,” he added.

A Tasmac source said tip-
plers from both rural and ur-
ban pockets were becoming
increasingly aggressive due
to the lack of access to liquor
and were targeting the
shops, breaking down their

doors. “Tasmac has now in-
stalled iron rods near the
shutters in certain shops. So
even if the lock is broken,
the shutters can't be lifted,”
he added.

Black market
Thefts apart, liquor is report-
edly being sold in the black
market at exorbitant prices
in several pockets of the
State. In some places, liquor
bottles are being sold at pric-
es that are #150-#250 over
the MRP. It is learnt that
some shops had secretly
stocked liquor in nearby pre-
mises a day before the lock-
down began, and are now
selling it to regular custom-
ers. “We are looking into this
and the police are also ag-
gressively taking up these is-
sues as and when complaints
come in,” a government o"-
cial said.

Two shop managers told
The Hindu that a proper as-
sessment could be carried
out only after the shops reo-
pen. “A comparison has to
be made with the closing
stock on the day before the
lockdown,” they said.

The managers said they
had received instructions
from the head o"ce, and
showed an SMS which read:
“Whenever shop personnel
indulge in illegal sale/theft of
stock, they must be suspend-
ed immediately.”

Another SMS said that if
there is any discrepancy in
stock, the shop’s sta$ will be
held responsible, and the
di$erence amount will have
to be paid immediately.

Tasmac, a cash cow for
the Tamil Nadu government,
sells liquor worth #78 crore
to #80 crore a day, on an av-
erage. 

After break-ins, Tasmac beefs up security
Liquor shifted from many outlets to depots following 22 incidents of robbery

Sangeetha Kandavel

Chennai

Tasmac sells liquor worth
!78 crore to !80 crore a day,
on an average.

* B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

The Madurai rural district
police have booked eight
Thailand nationals under
the Foreigners Act, 1946,
for taking up religious pro-
paganda, in violation of
tourist visa norms. 

All eight foreign nation-
als have been under medi-
cal observation, at a qua-
rantine centre under the
Austinpatti police station li-
mits, since March 21.

The police said that the
foreign nationals and two
Indians have also been
booked under sections of
the IPC. Besides, they have
been charged under provi-
sions of the Epidemic Dis-
eases Act, 1897, Tamil Na-
du, the Public Health Act,
1939, and the National Dis-
aster Management Act.

Eight Thai
nationals
booked
Special Correspondent 

Madurai

A cancer survivor’s desper-
ate search for urostomy bags
and other critical appliances
in the midst of the lockdown
has ended on a positive note.

For the past six years,
these appliances have been
on the monthly shopping list
of Nilakanta Siva, a resident
of Thanjavur and a survivor
of bladder cancer, and other
patients in the region. Uros-
tomy bags are needed for the
collection of the body waste
of patients after surgery. 

“These appliances are not
available locally, and have to
be purchased from Chennai,
which serves as a hub. The
lockdown had left us in a !x,
as logistics was proving to be
a challenge. I tried di$erent
avenues like mailing various
government o"cials and ap-
proaching parcel service
providers. But nothing
worked,” said Mr. Siva, who
has authored the book
‘When Thoughts Invade the
Cancer Conqueror’ with his
wife. 

Finally, a social media

post brought him much-
needed support. Aided by
the goodwill of a few indivi-
duals and the intervention of
IAS o"cers in Chennai, the
consignment reached Than-
javur in 12 hours, earlier this
month. 

S. Marimuthu, president
of the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation, Thanjavur branch,
had already sent a letter to
the authorities concerned,
underscoring the impor-
tance of the medical ap-
pliances. 

The issue gained momen-

tum when T. Prabhushankar,
an IAS o"cer in Chennai,
took it up.

Much-needed respite
“Realising the gravity of the
situation, he connected us to
the authorities in the Greater
Chennai Corporation who is-
sue vehicle passes for essen-
tial service providers. The
consignment took supplies
to 12 patients in various plac-
es, including Dindigul, Tiru-
chi and Kumbakonam,” Mr.
Siva said. It was picked up by
a volunteer, K. Gopinath of

Virugambakkam, and tran-
sported to Thanjavur, he ad-
ded. The consignment
brought in essential supplies
for two months. 

“I just chanced upon the
[social media] post, checked
its authenticity and connect-
ed them (the patients) to the
Regional Deputy Commis-
sioner (South), Greater
Chennai Corporation. Most
of us ignore forwards on so-
cial media platforms. But
this case is an example of a
genuine call for help,” Mr.
Prabhushankar said. 

Search for cancer care appliances ends on a sweet note
Consignment of urostomy bags, other supplies from Chennai reaches patients in Thanjavur

K. Lakshmi

CHENNAI 

In the light of the Centre’s
clari!cation that funds con-
tributed by private compa-
nies to the Chief Minister’s
Public Relief Fund (CMPRF)
can be considered as CSR
funds, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment has called upon
corporates to donate gener-
ously to CMPRF.

An o"cial release issued
on Wednesday evening re-
ferred to the noti!cation is-

sued by the Union Ministry
of Corporate A$airs, in this
regard, on March 23.

It also referred to the or-
der of the National Disaster
Management Authority on
March 24, which stated that
funds received by CMPRF,
between March 24 and June
30, could be used for CO-
VID-19-related expenses.

“Major corporates and
other companies could con-
tribute generously towards
the CMPRF,” it added. 

Govt. asks corporates 
to donate to CMPRF
Donations to be considered CSR expense

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

With Tamil Nadu placing an
order for one lakh rapid test
kits, Health Minister C. Vi-
jayabaskar said that antibo-
dy tests would be carried out
among secondary contacts
of persons who have tested
positive for COVID-19, in
containment zones, and this
would indicate if there was
community transmission.

“We will be scaling up the
number of rapid test kits. As
of now, we have had primary
contacts of patients testing
positive for COVID-19. We
are seeing that there has
been no transmission
beyond the families of pa-
tients, and so, our contain-
ment activities have helped.
Now the rapid tests will indi-
cate if anyone in the zone
has been exposed to the vi-
rus recently, or even ex-
posed previously,” he said.

For them, testing of sam-
ples using the RT-PCR will be
done if necessary, he added.
A month after the State re-
ported its !rst COVID-19 case
on March 7, the State will

now focus on doing antibo-
dy-based testing on a full-
%edged basis. “It will indi-
cate if there has been com-
munity transmission of
COVID-19,” he said.

With the State reporting
eight deaths so far, he said
that the mortality rate was
about 1%, and a majority of
the deceased were aged
above 50. Except for one or
two patients, the others had
co-morbid conditions, the
Minister added.

A total of 34 districts have
reported COVID-19 cases,

Health Secretary Beela Ra-
jesh said. Chennai continues
to have the most number of
COVID-19 cases. With seven
more testing positive on
Wednesday, the total num-
ber of cases in the city has
increased to 156.

A booth for drawing sam-
ples from persons for CO-
VID-19 testing was set up at
the Government Stanley
Medical College Hospital. In
this, a healthcare provider
would stay inside the booth
and draw samples from
persons.

Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

Overcoming the odds: The 74-year-old woman who was
discharged on Wednesday, with doctors at RGGGH.

More rapid test kits to check 
for community transmission The Madras High Court on

Wednesday expressed con-
cern over the Centre hav-
ing allocated a relatively
low amount of #510 crore
from the State Disaster Risk
Management Fund
(SDRMF) for Tamil Nadu,
despite it having recorded
the second highest number
of patients who have tested
positive for COVID-19, in
the entire country.

Justices N. Kirubakaran
and R. Hemalatha suo mo-

tu included the Union
Home Ministry as a respon-
dent to a public interest liti-
gation petition and direct-
ed it to reply in two weeks.
The petition had actually
sought for a direction to
the State government to
subject those who had
been exempted from the
lockdown to COVID-19
tests, before lifting the res-
trictions. “The Central go-
vernment may positively
consider increasing the
amount (to Tamil Nadu),”
the judges observed in
their order. The court
granted a fortnight’s time
for the State to respond to
the petition. 

Why a mere 
!510 crore for
State, asks HC
Mohamed Imranullah S.

CHENNAI
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THURSDAY, APR. 09

RISE 06:00 SET 18:21

RISE 19:48 SET 07:00

FRIDAY, APR. 10

RISE 06:00 SET 18:21

RISE 20:49 SET 07:50

SATURDAY, APR. 11

RISE 05:59 SET 18:21

RISE 21:50 SET 08:41

PERSONAL LOAN based on cheque Ct
Jeeva Finances 7305999666,
7667539482

FINANCIAL

Urban local bodies in the
State are seeking to don new
roles that include providing
vegetables and facilitating
supply of groceries to people
reeling under the impact of
COVID-19. 

The Chennai Corporation
is even planning to o!er a
mobile service of Amma Un-
avagam. “We have procured
three vehicles and will be
rolling out soon,” said G. Pra-
kash, Corporation Commis-
sioner. Conscious of the fact
that biosafety protocols have
to be observed, he expressed
hope that once the service
was launched, it would be “a
big hit.” 

Urban local bodies have
also started operating mo-
bile vegetable shops, thanks
to their arrangement with lo-
cal traders. One vehicle has
been arranged for every
ward. The service has been
on for the last four to "ve
days. 

A pack of vegetables, cost
of which ranges from #100 to
#150 depending upon the
purchasing power of people
in the localities, is being of-
fered, said a senior o$cial of

the Commissionerate of
Municipal Administration
(CMA), adding that in places
such as Tambaram and Pal-
lavaram, where there are
100 or 200 %ats on one cam-
pus, there are takers for this
kit. 

Besides, these local bo-
dies have started linking up
people with grocery shops
by furnishing phone num-
bers of the shops to the
former. The arrangement is
that customers can place or-
ders with the shops over the
phone and the provisions
are delivered at the doorstep
of the people, the o$cial
pointed out. 

Recently, the State go-

vernment sanctioned
around #31.4 crore for the ur-
ban local bodies to ensure
smooth functioning of Am-
ma Unavagams as part of its
COVID-19 relief measures.
The Chennai Corporation
has been given #19.5 crore
and other municipal corpo-
rations and municipalities
#11.9 crore. Totally, there are
654 Amma Unavagams in the
State, of which Chennai has
407. In the city alone,
around 4.5 lakh persons take
food every day. 

As in the case of Chennai,
other municipal corpora-
tions and municipalities
have been instructed by
Chief Minister Edappadi K.

Palaniswami to provide
three meals a day at Amma
Unavagams. Till now, two
meals a day are being
served. 

For the bene"t of people
in Chennai, the Department
of Horticulture and Planta-
tion Crop, which is running
mobile vegetable shops in
di!erent parts of the State in
a modest way, also an-
nounced on Tuesday, the
creation of an online portal
— www.ethottam.com — for
buying fruits and vegetables.
Once orders are placed, the
commodities will be deli-
vered to the address of cus-
tomers either through the
department or Tamil Nadu
Horticulture Development
Agency (TAHODA). 

The day after the announ-
cement came, there were re-
ports of the stock having run
out. When pointed out, an
o$cial of the Horticulture
Department replied that this
has been reported in respect
of vegetables being bought
on a piecemeal basis. Cus-
tomers can buy packs of ve-
getables and fruits, each
costing #300 and #500 res-
pectively. This will facilitate
quicker delivery. 

Urban local bodies take on role of providing essentials 
Chennai Corporation to o!er mobile Amma Unavagam service 

T. RAMAKRISHNAN 
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Vehicles that are part of the vegetable delivery service launched
by CMDA, parked at Koyembedu market. * K. PICHUMANI

Chennai residents can now
order and receive vegetables
and fruits, being sold at the
Koyambedu market, at their
doorstep through delivery
service apps such as Swiggy,
Zomato and Dunzo.

Aimed at serving indivi-
dual buyers, the apps will
have an option for the
Koyambedu market. A com-
bo pack, having 14 to 16 ve-
getables and 5 fruits, can be
ordered. The rates for the
vegetables and fruits will be
as per the decision of the
Koyambedu Market Manage-
ment Committee.

In other words, the peo-
ple will be able to buy the
commodities at wholesale
rates, pointed out an o$cial
of the Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Depart-
ment, adding that the daily
rates will be hosted on the
Chennai Metropolitan Deve-
lopment Agency’s (CMDA)
website — http://www.cmda-
chennai.gov.in. 

The idea is to o!er a total
of 18 vegetables and 8 fruits
to the city residents, who are
"nding it di$cult to get the

commodities due to
lockdown.

In the case of bulk pur-
chasers, residents’ welfare
associations covering 25 fa-
milies or more, they can
place orders through the
CMDA’s website or by diall-
ing 730 5050 541, 730 5050
542, 730 5050 543, 730 5050
544, 902 5653 376 or 044-
24791133. 

The CMDA will operate 50
vehicles initially, said an o$-
cial release. Depending
upon the response, the num-
ber of vehicles will be in-
creased. Also, it has been
planned to run vehicles for
people living in tenements
of the Tamil Nadu Slum Clea-

rance Board or areas where
economically weaker sec-
tions of society and the mid-
dle class are living.

The door-delivery service
has become possible thanks
to an arrangement worked
out by the CMDA, which su-
pervises the working of the
Koyambedu wholesale mar-
ket complex. “What is dis-
turbing us is that a large
number of people continue
to visit the Koyambedu mar-
ket regularly for buying ve-
getables. We want to dis-
courage this trend. This is
why we have come up with
this arrangement,” said the
o$cial of HUD department,
under which comes CMDA. 

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

Delivery service personnel queuing up outside a vegetables
and fruits outlet. * M. KARUNAKARAN

Veggies through delivery apps 

Summer is often synony-
mous with mangoes for ma-
ny. However, this year, the
countrywide lockdown has
dampened the arrival of
mangoes to the city this
season.

The Koyambedu whole-
sale market is receiving only
5-6 varieties of mangoes in-
stead of the usual 10-12 varie-
ties available during this
time. Wholesale traders not-
ed that the market was get-
ting stock from Andhra Pra-
desh and Tamil Nadu and
not from Kerala. Only half of
the usual daily quantity of
100 tonnes is being received
now due to restrictions in
transportation.

S. Srinivasan, president,
Chennai fruits commission
agents association said that
fewer arrivals have not led to
much demand and prices
have slashed by 10% in the
wholesale market. Some of
the varieties available are
Banganapalli, Peethar, Sen-
thoora and Imanpasand.
Banganapalli mangoes are
sold for up to #100 a kg in

the wholesale market. 
“We are making only 30%

of the usual sales due to less
customers. Several other
fruits are also priced lesser
than usual. For instance, wa-
termelons cost #6/kg instead
of the usual #15. As most
juice shops are closed in the
city, the demand for fruits,
including musk melons,
have dropped,” he said.

Traders said that the tim-
ing of retail shops must be
extended by an hour to re-
duce crowding in the whole-
sale market. 

R. Narasimhan, a 60-year-
old from Anna Nagar, is one
of the residents eagerly wait-
ing to buy mangoes. “It is
one fruit that every family

member loves. I haven't
been able to spot mangoes in
the stores yet. I hope this
lockdown doesn't have an
impact on it," he said.

While some retail shops
have been selling mangoes,
there are some who haven't
begun as yet. The price of Al-
phonso and Banganapalli is
around #300/kg and #180/kg
respectively. A manager of a
popular fruits and vegetable
retail chain in Arumbakkam
said, “We found that some
mangoes were either too
sour or tasteless. We will
wait for sometime, till mid
or late April for bulk pur-
chase.” .

Retailers expect usual sale
of mangoes this year too. 

Lower arrivals in Koyambedu have dampened o!take 
K.Lakshmi

Sunitha Sekar
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Koyambedu wholesale market is receiving only 5-6 varieties
of mangoes instead of the usual 10-12. * M. VEDHAN

Mango sales take a hit 

Justice S.M. Subramaniam
of the Madras High Court
on Wednesday donated
#2.5 lakh to a fund created
by Bar Council of Tamil Na-
du and Puducherry to help
indigent junior lawyers
who had lost their earnings
due to the nationwide lock-
down. After handing over
the cheque to the BCTNP,
the judge made an appeal
to senior lawyers to make
generous contributions to-
wards the fund so that the
bar council would be able
to provide "nancial relief
to all needy junior lawyers.

“What we are facing is a
disaster of epic propor-
tions. This is the time to
come out and share our
wealth with those in need.
There’s no point in talking
about social equality if we
do not open our hearts and
wallets even at this crucial
hour,” he said.

Judge donates
!2.5 lakh for
junior lawyers 
Legal Correspondent

CHENNAI

Susheela, a sanitary worker
with the Chennai Corpora-
tion, was pleasantly sur-
prised when she went to
Kambar Street in Palavak-
kam on Wednesday morning
to begin work. She was greet-
ed with a garland of #10
notes by D. Viswanathan and

his wife Vanitha who are re-
sidents there. 

“Ever since concerns
about the spread of CO-
VID-19 increased, sanitary
workers with Chennai cor-

poration have been working
round-the-clock to keep our
area clean. This is our way of
honouring Ms. Susheela who
has been working in our
street and thanking her for
her service,” said Mr. Viswa-
nathan, a former councillor. 

She was also given a bag of
rice, vegetables and other
groceries. Mr. Viswanathan
said that he hoped more resi-
dents would be aware of the
work that the corporation
sta! do and help them out or
reward them in any small
way possible. 

“As residents, it is our du-

ty to ensure that we keep our
surroundings clean as well
as stay indoors as much as
possible. This is the least we
can do to ensure that all the
hardwork put in by workers
on the ground don’t go
waste,” he said. 

While he has recognised
the worker who helps keep
his street clean, Mr. Viswa-
nathan said that once the
lockdown is lifted and things
are back to normal, he
would plan a feast for the
sanitary workers who were
involved in keeping his area
clean and disinfected. 

Garland of notes, groceries greet worker 
‘This is our way
of honouring
Susheela and
thanking her’ 

Staff Reporter

CHENNAI

D. Vishwanathan, a former
councillor, and his wife
garlanding a sanitary
worker. * M. KARUNAKARAN

The lockdown has had ma-
ny e!ects on people from
various walks of life. For a
section of women at home,
it added to the workload. It
was no di!erent with stress
levels, with more women
feeling stressed during the
lockdown than men. Those
who were single and staying
alone were more stressed,
an online survey by Schizo-
phrenia Research Founda-
tion (SCARF) has found.

The survey had 502 parti-
cipants — 196 men and 306
women — and was aimed at
determining if there was in-
creased task sharing in the
families during the lock-
down. Of the participants,
nearly 65% were in the age
group of 35-55. Eighty eight
per cent were married,
while eight per cent were
single. 

“We keep hearing women
say that their work has in-
creased as all family mem-
bers were at home due to
the shutdown. We wanted to
know the real impact on pe-
ople,” R. Thara, vice chair-
person, SCARF, said.

Women participants ex-
pressed that their domestic
responsibilities had in-
creased by nearly 16% than
usual (60% before lock-
down), while for men, it in-

creased by 13% than normal
(36%). In fact, while the el-
ders in the family were help-
ing as usual with the domes-
tic responsibilities, children
were found to be helping
more — an increase by 10% —
during the lockdown, the
survey found. A total of 36%
of the participants were
working from home, 33%
were at home but were not
doing any professional work
from home, 16% were going
for work as usual and 15%
were homemakers. 

Lakshmi Venkatraman,
consultant psychiatrist,
SCARF, said, “Working wo-
men continued to do work
at home along with their
professional work, so it was
an added load. We wanted
to look at how much sharing
of labour happens between
di!erent family members. It
is not surprising that the
workload has increased, as
before the lockdown, they
would have had domestic
help or a cook at home,” she
said. 

A total of 39% of the parti-
cipants stated that they
were stressed during the
lockdown. Women account-
ed for a higher percentage —
66 % of women were
stressed as compared to
34% men. Persons, who
were single and staying
alone, were more stressed. 

With increased workload,
women a stressed lot
SCARF undertakes study online
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI
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Five active cases in U.T.
PUDUCHERRY

The total number of active
COVID-19 cases in the Union
Territory has gone up to 5
with a person from the
enclave of Mahe getting
infected to the virus on
Tuesday. The patient, in his
early 70’s, has been admitted
to the Pariyaram Medical
College in the Kannur district
of Kerala after he was tested
positive for the virus.

IN BRIEF

Sanitiser tunnel opened 
PUDUCHERRY

Chief Minister V.
Narayanasamy on Wednesday
inaugurated a disinfectant
tunnel at the temporary
market inside the New Bus
Stand. The “sanitizer” tunnel
was installed jointly by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry and Young Indians. 

Arni traders donate rice 
TIRUVANNAMALAI

The Arni Taluk Paddy and
Rice Merchants’ Association
has donated 1,000 rice bags.
The consignment was handed
over to District Collector K.S.
Kandasamy by Minister for
HR and CE Sevoor 
S. Ramachandran on
Wednesday. 

Man held over rumours
RANIPET

The Nemili police arrested a
30-year-old man from
Nedumpuli on charge of
spreading fake messages
about COVID-19. The police
gave the name of the arrested
as P. Kumaresan and later
sent him to Gudiyatham
sub-jail. 

Sample collecting kiosk 
TIRUPPUR

In another unique step to
combat COVID-19 after the
disinfection tunnels, Tiruppur
District Administration has set
up a sample collecting kiosk
at the Tiruppur Government
Hospital premises on
Wednesday.

Youth hurt by manja 
CHENNAI 

A 25-year- old youth was
injured on Anna Salai on
Wednesday after a dangling
‘manja’ string — the banned
glass-coated thread used to
fly kites — slit his throat. The
victim is S. Bhuvanesh, who
works in an eveninger and
lives in Old Washermenpet. 

A
s spring turns to sum-
mer, the nation is for
the !rst time looking

forward to the heat as it is
widely believed that the no-
vel coronavirus (COVID 19)
will not be able to survive
the hot Indian summer,
where, in some places, the
soaring mercury can make it
very di"cult even for us
mere mortals to survive. Ho-
wever, this hypothesis still
needs to be proven, as with
most things regarding CO-
VID-19 are still shrouded in
mystery.

But there is another rea-
son to welcome the Indian
summer. It is that time when
we get an opportunity of be-
ing exposed to sunlight to
obtain our requisite dose of
Vitamin D. Sadly, despite In-
dia being a tropical country,
most Indians (over 60% as
shown in a recent study
done by my team) are de!-
cient in (< 20 ng/ml) or have
insu"cient (20-30 ng/ml) Vi-
tamin D. Even the recom-
mended dietary allowance
of Vitamin D (400-800 IU) is
arguably very low for In-
dians who probably need
between 2,000 and 4,000
units of Vitamin D a day to
maintain normal blood le-
vels of the vitamin.

Diet alone does not seem
to be enough, for several
reasons. First, we do not eat
the right food in adequate
amounts, processing of food
over the years has reduced
its micronutrient content,
and sometimes our cooking
practices (excessive cook-
ing) might contribute to this
national Vitamin D insu"-
ciency. Added to this, many
of us live or work within the
air-conditioned environ-
ment at our home and in of-
!ces. Our dark skin (mela-
nin) and the clothes we wear
may make it di"cult for our
skin to get enough vitamin D
from the sun. 

A micronutrient is re-
quired in small or micro
quantities and yet we In-
dians are de!cient in micro-
nutrients, which can lead to
macro consequences as mi-

cronutrients are co-factors
for the e"cient catalytic ac-
tion of many enzymes in our
body, and they enable us to
optimally use our macronu-
trients as well.

Bene!ts of walking
We do not go for walk when
we should (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
is the best time for optimal
sunlight of a particular wa-
velength, UV-B, 290-320 nm
to reach our skin) and some
of us apply sun screen lo-
tions with sun protection
factor (SPF) that again im-
pairs production of adeq-
uate vitamin D precursor in
the skin.

So, what has all this to do
with COVID-19? COVID-19
has understandably led to a
lockdown in our country for
21 days till April 14 to break
the chain of transmission
and #atten the epidemic
curve. And even after that
we will need to stay at home
as far as possible, practise
social distancing, and adh-
ere to personal and public
hygiene standards. In such a
situation, exposure to the
sun will further go down. 

You would be interested
to know that Vitamin D is
not just a vitamin or micro-
nutrient. It is also a hor-
mone in that it has e$ects
way beyond the well-known
e$ects on bone mineral me-
tabolism. Incidentally, the
bone is an endocrine organ.
There are Vitamin D recep-
tors on many cells in our bo-
dy and at a genetic level, Vi-
tamin D modulates cell

function. It may be an un-
canny coincidence, but
there is evidence to suggest
that Vitamin D may have
some anti-coronavirus activ-
ity as well (e.g., it attenuates
the Spike protein of this vi-
rus which is an obvious ad-
vantage). Moreover, it has
the potential to modulate
the cytokine storm seen in
serious COVID-19 patients,
and it can improve innate
immunity by increasing the
production of cathelicidins
and defensins in our body.

But the more important
point is that if we are de!-
cient in Vitamin D, then we
need to take steps to detect
and then treat this problem.
The prevalence of Vitamin D
de!ciency is higher in peo-
ple with diabetes. Hence, as
people with diabetes are
known to have a more sev-
ere form of COVID-19 infec-
tion, they should particular-
ly pay attention to improving
their Vitamin D levels. Vita-
min D can strengthen our
immune system and our
ability to stay strong and
healthy. On a lighter note,
one of the simple approach-
es to COVID-19 could be CO-
VID –Correcting Vitamin D
Insu"ciency and
De!ciency!

Your doctor will tell you
whether you need to take Vi-
tamin D and if yes, at what
dose. Remember that it
should never be taken with-
out the advice of a doctor. 

Just as personal protective
equipment (PPE) are life-sav-
ing for health-care workers
in hospitals treating serious
COVID-19 patients, for pa-
tients with chronic condi-
tions, such as those with dia-
betes or hypertension, their
doctors are their PPE. Hence
these patients should stick to
their doctors’ advice on lifes-
tyle modi!cation, take the
prescribed medicines pre-
scribed on time, and check
their BP, blood sugar level
and so on to try and be at
goal so that they are better
equipped to face the ravages
of COVID-19, just like people
without these conditions. 

In search of Vitamin D 
this summer of lockdown

The State Human Rights
Commission (SHRC) has
called for testing of vulnera-
ble sections of the popula-
tion for COVID-19. 

In a letter addressed to
State Chief Secretary K.
Shanmugam, the SHRC
called for testing, “especial-
ly among the underprivi-
leged population, including
transgender whose aware-
ness may not be very much,
and who may not know the
importance of testing.”

In their communication,
the SHRC acting chairperson
D. Jayachandran and mem-
ber A. Chittaranjan Mohan-
doss sought a status report
on action taken on its re-
commendations by depart-
ments concerned within 10
days.

Lauding two districts

where three di$erent colour
cards are being distributed
to the residents to ensure
there is no crowding in
shops and markets, the
Commission said this could
be emulated across Tamil
Nadu. “That way the num-
bers at any one point of time
can be controlled. This can
be implemented in all dis-
tricts,” it added.

The Commission recom-

mended an increase in the
water supply to areas where
the density of the popula-
tion was more and where
identi!ed COVID-19 cases
have been recorded. 

“In many of the areas, wa-
ter is being supplied on al-
ternate days, the frequency
may be increased, and the
health workers should be
advised to educate the peo-
ple in their allotted areas on

the importance of personal
hygiene,” it said. The SHRC
also underlined that soaps
should be included in the list
of things being distributed
by the fair price shops.

Though most of the police
personnel resorted mostly
to humane methods of en-
forcing the law, some in-
stances of police vandalising
vehicles of those attempting
to go out have also been re-
ported, the Commission
noted. “It should be reiterat-
ed that the restraint showed
by most police personnel
should continue and those
who resort to violence are
properly reprimanded,” it
added.

The SHRC’s other recom-
mendations were: including
people without ration cards
in the list of bene!ciaries to
receive relief material, using
schools and hostels for ac-
commodating people to en-
sure physical distancing and
providing facilities for bath-
ing for health workers and
police personnel. 

SHRC favours colour coding,
testing vulnerable sections
Distribute soaps
through fair price
shops: panel

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The SHRC has sought a re-
port from the Director-Gen-
eral of Police over police
personnel allegedly vanda-
lising the vehicle of a person
who de!ed the lockdown in
Dharmapuri district. 

Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of a media report in

this regard, the SHRC acting
chairperson D. Jayachan-
dran has called for a report
from the DGP and the SP in
two weeks.

According to the media
report, police personnel va-
dalised vehicles found to be
violating the prohibitory or-
ders on Netaji Bypass in
Dharmapuri last week.

Report sought on
Dharmapuri incident 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(TNERC) has extended the
validity of its previous tari$
orders for renewable energy
projects.

On April 13, 2018, it had is-
sued an order on wind pow-
er and the tari$ was !xed at
%2.86 per unit without accel-
erated depreciation and
%2.80 per unit with acceler-
ated depreciation.

“The validity of the order
expires on March 31. Com-
mission had initiated the
process for issue of a new or-
der on ‘Procurement of

wind power and related is-
sues’ by issue of a consulta-
tive paper in February. Until
a new order is issued, Com-
mission extends the validity
of the order dated April 13,
2018,” the TNERC said.

For solar projects, it had
issued an order on March 29,
2019, in which tari$ was de-
termined at %3.04 per unit
without accelerated depre-
ciation and %2.80 per unit
with accelerated deprecia-
tion. 

The validity of the solar
tari$ order expired on
March 31 and the TNERC
said it had initiated the pro-
cess for a new order. It ex-

tended the validity of the
previous order until a new
one is issued.

Similarly, the regulator
has extended validity of its
orders of March 28, 2018 for
biomass-based power plants
and bagasse-based power
plants, until new orders are
issued. The Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy has
said that any delay in renew-
able energy projects due to
disruption in supply on ac-
count of COVID-19 will be
considered as a force ma-
jeure event. The developers
will not have to pay penalty
for missing deadlines, if they
can prove supply disruption. 

TNERC extends validity of old
tari! orders for green projects 
Supply disruption to be considered a force majeure event
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI 

Oil marketing companies sold nearly 13
lakh additional cylinders in the State
last month when compared to March
2019. 

Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., which
holds the biggest share in the market,
sold eight lakh more cylinders than last
March’s 60 lakh. 

Hindustan Peteoleum Corporation
Ltd., and Bharat Petroleum Corpora-
tion Ltd., which have the remaining
market share sold an additional !ve
lakh cylinders. The oil companies
usually supply around 1.05 crore re!lls
in the State every month. 

“We managed this despite shortage

of sta$ during the Covid-19 lockdown
thanks to a large number of contract la-
bourers, delivery sta$ and gas agency
employees who agreed to work. This
would be close to 80,000 persons,” said
an oil industry source. 

OMCs sell 13 lakh more LPG
re!lls than in March 2019
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

The oil companies usually supply around
1.05 crore re!lls in the State every
month. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ

The government will start
home delivery of additional
free rice to the below pover-
ty line ration cardholders
from April 10, Minister for
Social Welfare M. Kandasa-
my said on Wednesday. .

The Centre had decided to

distribute 5 kg of free rice
per person and 1 kg of pulses
per household under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-
lyan Anna Yojana for the
next three months to ensure
availability of food to poor
people during the lockdown.
The Minister, in a statement,
said the rice would be

packed in bags of 15 and 30
kg. The government would
take steps to ensure uniter-
rupted distribution of grain
in the next three months. It
had constituted 50 commit-
tees to oversee safe home de-
livery of food packets by the
employees drawn from va-
rious departments. 

Home delivery of rice from April 10 in U.T.
Special Correspondent

PUDUCHERRY

Lucas-TVS Ltd., a TVS
group company and its sis-
ter companies Delphi-TVS
Technologies Ltd., lndia
Nippon Electrical Ltd., and
Lucas lndian Service Ltd.,
have made a contribution
of %2 crore to the Tamil Na-
du Chief Minister’s Public
Relief Fund and %1 crore to
the PM-CARES. 

The companies have
been distributing free food
to the needy, including mi-
grants, in the vicinity of
their factories all over In-
dia and assisting the go-
vernment in the !ght
against the COVID-19, ac-
cording to a statement.

TVS group
companies
give "3 crore 
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI
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SMT KV Lakshmy (90, w/o Late Sri A
Krishnaswamy), left for her heaven-
ly abode on 6th April 2020. She is
survived by her daughter Ranga
Vasan and sons Ramani, Raghu and
Madhusudanan.

DARLEY VERGHESE, age 89 passed
away peacefully on Wednesday 8th
April at her home. She was married
to the late C J Verghese. She
worked as a Hindi Professor at
Stella Maris College for approxi-
mately 40 years. Following her re-
tirement, she worked at the Hindus-
tan Bible Institute, Our Daily
Bread Ministries, India and sever-
al similar evangelical services.
She is survived by her son, Jacob
(Renju) and daughter, Mary (Manju)
, her brother, Christie Panakkal
and their respective spouses and
children. She will be fondly remem-
bered as a distinguished professor
of Hindi, Malayalam gospel transla-
tor, loving sister, mother and
grandmother and a doting great!
grandmother.Private family service
will be held on 9th April 2020 at
11:30 am at the family residence
followed by the burial at Kilpauk
Cemetery at 12 noon.

DEATHDEATH

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES

DEATH

Economic capital is a measure of  risk in terms of  capital. More specifically, it's the amount of  capital that an 
institution needs to ensure that it stays solvent given its risk profile. 
The concept of  economic capital has gained significance especially after the global financial crisis in 2008. The 
crisis forced many of  international banks to pump in liquidity to boost confidence in the financial system. 
In general, the Economic Capital Framework (ECF) reflects the capital that an institution requires as a counter 
against unforeseen risks or events or losses in the future. 
As a result, in 2015, the RBI put in place a draft Economic Capital Framework, or ECF. It provided methodology 
for determining the appropriate level of  risk provisions for the Bank. 
The RBI and the Finance Ministry have been at loggerheads over how much should be transferred to the Centre 
for a while. 
In order to resolve this contentious issue, in 2018, the RBI constituted an Expert Committee to review the extant 
ECF of  the RBI under the Chairmanship of  Bimal Jalan. 
Now, the Central Board accepted all the recommendations of  the Committee and finalized the RBI’s accounts for 
2018-19 using the revised framework to determine risk provisioning and surplus transfer. 
Issues due to transfer of  surplus 
 
Traditionally, central banks have been factoring in risks such as credit risk — when there could be a potential 
default by an entity in which there has been an investment or exposure. 
There is also interest rate risk — when interest rates either move up or slide, depending on the price of  which 
securities or bonds held by a central bank or banks can be impacted. 
There is also an operational risk — when there is a failure of  internal processes. 
Contingent risks arising from its public policy role in fostering monetary and financial stability. 
There were increased risks to its balance sheet. A weak balance sheet could force the central bank to rely more 
on excessive seigniorage income, which would run in conflict to its price stability mandate. 
Profits and Expenditures of  RBI 
 
The RBI is a “full service” central bank which is supposed to manage the borrowings of  the Government of  
India and of  state governments; supervise or regulate banks and non-banking finance companies; and manage 
the currency and payment systems. 
While carrying out these functions or operations, it makes profits. Typically, the central bank’s income comes 
from the returns it earns on its foreign currency assets, which could be in the form of  bonds and treasury bills of  
other central banks or top-rated securities, and deposits with other central banks. 
It also earns interest on its holdings of  local rupee-denominated government bonds or securities, and while 
lending to banks for very short tenures, such as overnight. 
Its expenditure is mainly on the printing of  currency notes and on staff, besides the commission it gives to banks 
for undertaking transactions on behalf  of  the government across the country, and to primary dealers, including 
banks, for underwriting some of  these borrowings. 
Generally, the central bank’s total expenditure is only about a seventh of  its total net interest income. 
This implies that it certainly generates a large surplus out of  the excess of  income over expenditure. 
Profit Transfer Mechanism from RBI to Government 
 
The Government of  India is the sole owner of  India's central bank, the RBI. 
So, the RBI transfers the “surplus” – that is, the excess of  income over expenditure – to the government, in 
accordance with Section 47 (Allocation of  Surplus Profits) of  the Reserve Bank of  India Act, 1934. 
In 2018, the RBI paid out an interim dividend of  Rs 10,000 crore. 
Then in February 2019, the government asked for an interim surplus as well as the amount retained by the RBI 
from surpluses of  the previous two years. 
The current transfer is expected to help keep the fiscal deficit at the projected 4% of  GDP for 2018-19. 
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Thursday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning and squall likely at isolated places over Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala............. 0.4....32.2....25.0 Kozhikode....................—....36.0....26.4
Ahmedabad...........—....38.7....24.2 Kurnool .................... 1.7....39.1....23.8
Aizawl...................—....29.7........ — Lucknow......................—....37.3....21.8
Allahabad........... 0.2....39.3....20.0 Madurai .......................—....39.6....27.3
Bengaluru .............—....30.2....21.0 Mangaluru ................ 3.8....35.6....20.4
Bhopal ..................—....38.3....21.2 Mumbai .......................—....32.5....23.2
Bhubaneswar.........—....38.7....24.0 Mysuru ........................—....31.4....23.3
Chandigarh ........ 0.3....30.7....16.1 New Delhi ...................—....34.2....19.0
Chennai ................—....34.0....28.7 Patna ..........................—....38.5....20.4
Coimbatore ...........—....35.7....24.2 Port Blair.....................—....33.6....25.3
Dehradun ..............—....30.8....15.5 Puducherry ..................—....34.6....27.6
Gangtok............. 2.6....20.4....12.7 Pune............................—....35.9....16.4
Goa.......................—....34.3....24.8 Raipur .........................—....38.5....24.2
Guwahati ..............—....33.9....19.6 Ranchi .........................—....35.8....18.4
Hubballi ................—....36.0....21.0 Shillong.......................—....27.0....19.0
Hyderabad ......... 0.1....38.0....24.1 Shimla...................... 1.4....17.4......7.7
Imphal ............... 1.6....29.9....17.0 Srinagar.................. 17.6....17.0......4.0
Jaipur ...................—....36.0....21.8 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.7....26.2
Kochi ....................—....32.0....25.6 Tiruchi.........................—....39.9....27.6
Kohima .................—....22.8....12.0 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata .................—....35.5....25.9 Visakhapatnam .............—....34.2....28.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Guwahati, Assam
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
202 indicating a moderate
level of pollution. In
contrast, Ramanagara,
Karnataka recorded a healthy
AQI score of 23.

Ahmedabad..... 44 .20 18 ....65 ...91 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 05 .09 38 ....38 .....— ....*
Chennai .......... 03 .13 38 ....49 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. 24 .16 13 ....80 .112 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 04 .13 19 ....34 ...45 ....*
Kolkata........... 10 .12 24 ....38 ...53 ....*
Lucknow ......... 04 .21 54 ..123 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 04 .17 05 ....65 .118 ....*
Pune............... 32 .31 44 ....73 ...38 ....*
Visakhapatnam 08 .29 06 ....13 ...29 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Andhra Pradesh reported
one fatality and 34 new no-
vel coronavirus cases on
Wednesday, while in Karna-
taka, a 65-year old resident
of Kalaburagi succumbed to
COVID-19, taking the toll in
the State to !ve.

The district administra-
tion in Karnataka was work-
ing to trace the fruit ven-
dor’s infection trail. He had
severe acute respiratory in-
fection. A statement from
the Deputy Commissioner of
Kalaburagi said a team of
police and doctors was in-
quiring. 

A notice was served to
Bahmani Hospital, where he
was !rst admitted on April 4,
as the hospital referred him
to the government hospital
only two days later. A case
was booked against the man-
agement for criminal negli-
gence, and the hospital’s
medical team was quaran-
tined. 

Brie!ng the media, Prim-
ary and Secondary Educa-
tion Minister S. Suresh Ku-
mar said 20 primary
contacts of the person were
traced and shifted to quaran-
tine, and samples of close
primary contacts were being
taken. An e"ort was on trace
secondary contacts. 

On Wednesday, Karnata-
ka recorded !ve more CO-
VID-19 cases, taking the total
to 181. They included one
each from Uttara Karnataka,
Kalaburagi, Mandya, Chikka-
ballapur and Bengaluru.
One was in contact with a
person who had travelled to
Dubai, and two others were
contacts of positive patients.
Two others had travelled to
New Delhi.

Seven A.P. districts
A 70-year-old man from Ka-
lyandurg in Anantapur dis-
trict became the !fth victim
of COVID-19 in Andhra Pra-
desh and the State reported

34 new cases from seven dis-
tricts, taking the tally to 348. 

Three patients had reco-
vered and were discharged
in Visakhapatnam. Two of
them, a 49-year-old woman
and a 51-year-old man con-
tracted the virus from con-
tacts who returned from
abroad. Guntur, Nellore and
Krishna districts had eight,
six and six fresh cases. Anan-
tapur reported seven, the
Health Department said. 

The department said 48%
patients were in the 21-40
age group and 36% in the 41-
60 age group, while 8% each
were above 60 years and be-
low 20 years. 

Nine new cases in Kerala 
Kerala’s COVID-19 case curve
appeared to be stabilising,
but it could not let up on the
vigil or preparedness, the
Chief Minister, Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, said. The State’s sur-
veillance, testing, and prep-

arations such as equipping
hospitals, !nding isolation
rooms, stockpiling Personal
Protection Equipment,
drugs, ventilators would
continue at the same pace,
regardless of case numbers,
he told the media on
Wednesday.

Nine cases of COVID-19
were reported on Wednes-
day in the State. 

Four were those who had
returned from abroad, two
were linked to the Jamaat
meeting in Delhi and three
were contacts of imported
cases. 

Of the nine, four were in
Kannur, two in Alappuzha,
and one each from Kasara-
god, Pathanamthitta and
Thrissur. Mr. Vijayan said
the State had identi!ed 212
individuals who travelled to
Nizamuddin, of whom 15
tested positive. 

In Telangana, an o#cial
State bulletin on Wednesday
said the total number of cas-
es in the State were 453 of
which 397 were active and
45 treated and discharged.

Virus claims one life
each in A.P., Karnataka
A.P. has 34 new cases & Karnataka 5; Kerala curve stabilising

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram/
VIJAYAWADA/Bengaluru

A day after Karnataka al-
lowed entry of medical
emergency cases from
neighbouring Kasaragod dis-
trict of Kerala through Tala-
pady on NH 66 following Su-
preme Court intervention,
three Kerala government
ambulances entered Dakshi-
na Kannada on Wednesday,
ferrying patients.

The district administra-
tion that had already de-
ployed a medical team to
screen those bringing goods
to Karnataka from Kerala in
two shifts has augmented
the system by adding anoth-
er team for an additional
shift. 

The team of a medical
doctor and a paramedic
from the health department
was being assisted by the
police to screen the crew of
incoming vehicles when The
Hindu visited Talapady on

Wednesday. District Health
O#cer Ramachandra Bairy
said the health department
was adhering to the direc-
tions of the district adminis-
tration. 

Besides primary checking
of documents, the medical
team would also check the
patient whether he/she was
having any symptoms of fev-
er or respiratory illness.
Such cases would not be al-
lowed entry as per the go-
vernment direction, a team

member told The Hindu.
Personnel at Talapady

check post, led by an Inspec-
tor of Police, said three go-
vernment ambulances ferry-
ing emergency patients with
certi!cation from govern-
ment medical o#cers of Kas-
aragod had arrived late on
Wednesday. 

Dakshina Kannada Depu-
ty Commissioner Sindhu B.
Rupesh in an order on Tues-
day evening said patients in
need of emergency medical

treatment and road accident
victims only would be al-
lowed to enter Dakshina
Kannada through Kerala go-
vernment ambulances via
Talapady. Government med-
ical o#cers of Kasargod have
to certify that the patient
was non-COVID and the par-
ticular treatment was not
available in Kasaragod.

The ambulance should
have only the patient, one at-
tendant, one paramedic
along with the driver.

Ambulances allowed to enter Karnataka 
Three vehicles from Kasaragod that complied with norms were allowed to ply

Green signal: A medical team screening people bringing goods to Karnataka from Kerala at the
Talapady checkpost on Wednesday. * ANIL KUMAR SASTRY

Anil Kumar Sastry

Mangaluru

The power of social media
and the joint e"orts of Kera-
la and Telangana govern-
ments as well as committed
healthcare workers and or-
ganisations ensured that ba-
by Anvitha got timely che-
motherapy treatment for
retinoblastoma at the L.V.
Prasad Eye Institute here on
Wednesday.

The baby, aged a year and
nine months, has been suf-
fering from the life-threaten-
ing eye cancer and has been
taking treatment at the insti-
tute. She was due for the
next cycle of intra-arterial
chemotherapy when the
lockdown happened. 

Her parents, Vineeth Vi-
jayan, an electrician, and
Gopika, hailing from Alap-
puzha, were worried as their

daughter could not miss or
even delay a single chemo
cycle. 

It was then that Mr. Vi-
neeth took to social media
and appealed for help.

“Help came from so many
quarters... My wife received

a call from Health Minister
K.K. Shailaja within a day of
posting in Facebook. She
made arrangements, includ-
ing permissions for our tra-
vel to Hyderabad and back
in an ambulance with two
drivers,” he said.

Kerala infant gets treatment
for eye cancer in Hyderabad 
Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD 

The timely intervention of
the government helped
Mohammed Nahyan, a
two-year-old boy from
Mathilakam in Thrissur
district su"ering from
retinoblastoma (eye
cancer), to go to a Chennai
hospital for emergency
treatment. Nahyan, son of
Fazil and Abida of

Kulimuttam, Mathilakam,
has been su"ering from
retinoblastoma for the past
one-and-a-half years. He
was diagnosed with the
disease just four months
after his birth. 

As a rare disease, there
was no treatment for
retinoblastoma in Kerala.
So his parents approached
Sankara Netralaya in
Chennai for treatment. 

2-year-old goes to Chennai
Special Correspondent 

Thrissur

Karnataka Chief Minister
B.S. Yediyurappa has called
a meeting of the Cabinet at
11 a.m. on Thursday and it is
expected to take a decision
on slashing monthly salaries
and allowances — around
30% — of MLAs, MLCs, and
Ministers. 

Reliable sources said Mr.
Yediyurappa had held a tele-
phonic conversation with
Leader of the Opposition
Siddaramaiah who has re-
portedly endorsed the
suggestion.

The Union Cabinet has
decided to reduce the salar-
ies of MPs by 30% and has
suspended MPLAD funds
for two years to mobilise
more funds to !ght the
COVID-19.

The Cabinet is expected
to discuss methods to be
adopted in case of extension
of the lockdown in hotspot
districts and its impact on
the !nances.

Ministers are also expect-
ed to brief the Chief Minister
of the action taken by their
departments. 

Karnataka moots salary
cuts for Ministers, MLAs 
Cabinet to discuss lockdown measures

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

B.S. Yediyurappa

When popular Malayalam
actor Indrans sits seriously
before the sewing machine
and carefully sews quality
cloth masks with ease, it
was not acting or becoming
part of the Kerala govern-
ment’s anti-COVID-19 cam-
paign for him, but going
back to his own roots.

He explained the nuances
of stitching and shared tips
on how to make quality
masks with materials availa-
ble at home as part of the
State government’s ‘Break
the chain’ campaign
through a short video,
which went viral.

Before donning the
grease paint for hundreds of

characters in his decades-
long career as comedian
and character artist, Mr. In-
drans was a small-scale tai-
lor, who toiled hard to make
ends meet. 

He later became a sought-
after costume designer in
tinsel town.

Indrans returns to his
roots to stitch masks 
He takes part in Kerala govt. campaign
Press Trust of India 

Thiruvananthapuram

Indrans

France may be among the
countries worst-hit by
COVID-19, but a few days
ago, a spirit-lifting video
came from there. 

Fifty-one musicians of the
National Orchestra of
France played Maurice
Ravel’s Bolero from their
homes and posted the video
that has been watched by
millions. Before that, a
similar e"ort by 18
musicians of the Rotterdam
Philharmonic Orchestra
from the Netherlands had
also caught the world’s
attention. 

Now closer home,
playback singer K.S. Chithra
has put together a

Malayalam song featuring 22
singers, including Sujatha,
Shwetha, Devanand, Vidhu
Prathap, Jyotsna, Rimi
Tomy, Renjini Jose, Kavalam
Sreekumar, Afsal and
Sharreth.

That song, too, has gone
viral. It has attracted more
than 3.5 lakh views within a

day on Chithra’s Facebook
page. Not to mention the
forwards on other social
media platforms such as
WhatsApp. 

“More than 25 people
have already forwarded the
song to me on WhatsApp,”
Devanand told The Hindu.
“When Chithra suggested
this idea to a group of
singers, I liked it straight
away and wanted to be a
part of it,” he said.

Devotional song
Chithra could not have
chosen a more melodious or
appropriate song. Lokam
muzhuvan sukham
pakaran..., written by P.
Bhaskaran and composed
by Pukazhenthi for the 1972

!lm Snehadeepame Mizhi
Thurakkoo, is one of the
!nest devotional songs in
Malayalam. It was originally
sung by S. Janaki. It is one of
those songs in which the
singer, the lyricist and the
composer are at their very
best. Lokam muzhuvan... is
a prayer, beginning with
lines meaning “The light of
love, please open your
eyes/To give comfort to the
entire world.”

It is one of Renjini Jose’s
favourite songs and she
often sings it on her live
shows. “So I was glad that
Chithra chose this song,”
she said. 

You won’t be
disappointed by this musical
treat, as you sit home.
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A musical balm to lift spirits amid gloom

P.K. Ajith Kumar 

KOZHIKODE

Chithra leads a group of 22 singers for a four-minute song during the lockdown

K.S. Chithra

A.P. govt. extends IPS
o!cer’s suspension
VIJAYAWADA

In another jolt to former
Intelligence chief A.B.
Venkateswara Rao, the
Andhra Pradesh government
issued orders extending his
suspension till August 5. Mr.
Rao was facing charges of
violation of All India Service
(Conduct) Rules and
corruption. The DGP-rank
officer was suspended in
February. It was alleged that
the officer had colluded with
an Israel-based defence
manufacturing company and
leaked key intelligence
information to the firm. 

IN BRIEF

Vedic school student
admitted to hospital
TIRUMALA

A student of the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams-run
S.V. Vedapatasala was on
Wednesday admitted here
after he complained of cold,
cough and diarrhoea. Doctors
said it was too early to jump
to any conclusion and that
there was no other
alternative but to wait for
medical reports. Sources said
the student had reportedly
visited Maharashtra and New
Delhi last month. 

Cats caught in isolation
ward found dead
KASARAGOD

Five cats caught and shifted
from near the wards of
COVID-19 patients at the
General Hospital here were
found dead over the past few
days. The cats had been
shifted to the facilities of the
Animal Birth Control Centre
under the Kasaragod district
panchayat. After post-
mortem examination,
samples of their internal
organs have been kept aside
for further testing to
ascertain whether they died
of COVID-19 infection.

An expert committee head-
ed by former Kerala Chief Se-
cretary K.M. Abraham has
recommended a phased re-
laxation of the lockdown to
contain COVID-19 for areas
outside the seven hotspot
districts in the State from
April 15.

“It should be borne in
mind that the phased with-
drawal is sustainable only if
there is a steady recovery
and decline in the number of
cases leading to initial $at-
tening of the infection curve
and then gradual tapering of
the curve to zero infection
cases,” the committee said.

It has asked the govern-
ment to advise the people
that in the event of a resur-
gence, they should be ready
and willing to undergo the ri-
gours of a complete lock-
down once again.

Phase I relaxation
For qualifying for Phase 1 re-
laxation, there has to be not

more than one new case in
the district for the entire
week prior to the date of re-

view on April 14. No increase
more than 10% of the num-
ber of persons under home

surveillance in the district
and no hotspots of COVID-19
anywhere in the district as

identi!ed by the Health De-
partment are the other crite-
ria !xed.

Criteria for Phase II
A district will qualify for
Phase II relaxation at the
time of second review only if
there is no more than one
new case for the entire fort-
night prior to the date of re-
view. Not more than a 5% in-
crease in the number of
persons under home surveil-
lance from the date of the
previous review and no in-
fection hotspots are the addi-
tional criteria.

Phase III relaxation
A district will qualify for
Phase III relaxation only if
there is no new case of infec-
tion in that district for the
fortnight prior to the date of
review. Also, a decrease of
more than 5% of the number
of persons under home sur-
veillance from the date of the
previous review and no hot-
spots anywhere in the dis-
trict are needed.

Kerala experts for 3-phased easing of curbs
Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
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Recommendations of  Bimal Jalan Committee 
 
RBI’s economic capital: A clearer distinction between the two components of  economic capital (realized equity 
and revaluation balances) was recommended by the Committee as realized equity could be used for meeting all 
risks/ losses as they were primarily built up from retained earnings, while revaluation balances could be 
reckoned only as risk buffers against market risks as they represented unrealized valuation gains and hence 
were not distributable. 
Risk provisioning for market risk: The Committee has recommended the adoption of  Expected Shortfall (ES) 
methodology under stressed conditions (in place of  the extant Stressed-Value at Risk) for measuring the RBI’s 
market risk on which there was growing consensus among central banks as well as commercial banks over the 
recent years. 
Size of  Realized Equity: The Committee recognized that the RBI’s provisioning for monetary, financial and 
external stability risks is the country’s savings for a ‘rainy day’ (a monetary/ financial stability crisis) which has 
been consciously maintained with the RBI in view of  its role as the Monetary Authority and the Lender of  Last 
Resort. 
Surplus Distribution Policy: The Committee has recommended a surplus distribution policy which targets the 
level of  realized equity to be maintained by the RBI, within the overall level of  its economic capital vis-à-vis the 
earlier policy which targeted total economic capital level alone. 
In case of  Contingency Reserve (built out of  retained earnings), the committee said that it should be maintained 
within a band of  6.5% - 5.5% of  the total assets. 
International Practice 
 
Almost all central banks, the US Federal Reserve, Bank of  England, Reserve Bank of  Australia and Germany’s 
Bundesbank are owned by their respective governments. 
They have to transfer their surplus or profits to the Treasury, or the equivalent of  India’s Finance Ministry. 
The UK has a formal Memorandum of  Understanding on the financial relationship between the Treasury and 
the Bank of  England. 
It lays down a clear framework for passing on 100% of  net profits to the government. 
The US Fed too, transfers all its net earnings to the Treasury. 
Conclusion 
 
The reserves of  RBI represent the inter-generational equity built up over the years. It is agreed that the 
government being the sovereign, owns RBI and hence there is nothing wrong if  it decides to tap the central 
bank’s reserves. However, it is morally unacceptable that a particular government swallows these reserves to 
help meet its expenditure in a particular year. 
 
Question – Discuss the reasons behind the constitution of  Bimal Jalan Committee on Economic Capital 
Framework. Also analyze, how far its recommendations will resolve the conflict between the Reserve Bank of  
India and the Finance Ministry regarding the transfer of  surplus from Central Bank to the Government.
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EDITORIAL

Caving in
It is alarming that U.S.
President Donald Trump
threatened India with
retaliation if it refused to
export
hydroxychloroquine. And,
rather than ensuring !rst
that the drug was
adequately available for
Indians back home, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
caved in to pressure.
Perhaps, he could have
taken a leaf out of the book
of former Prime Ministers.
Back in 1971, Indira Gandhi
did not yield to President
Richard Nixon and went on

to declare war on Pakistan,
liberating Bangladesh. In
2003, veteran Bharatiya
Janata Party leader Atal
Bihari Vajpayee withstood
international pressure and
refrained from sending
Indian troops to aid the U.S.
during the Iraq invasion. 
Adrian David,

Chennai

Ending the lockdown
India must plan for a
calibrated and calculated
exit from the lockdown.
Indeed, oiling the wheels of
the economy without
causing a surge in cases is

going to be a challenge for
the government (Editorial,
“Preparing for exit,” April
8). Therefore, identifying
hot spots and selectively
implementing a lockdown
in those places can be a
useful step. But, with the
low number of cumulative
tests done and low testing
rates in the country, even
now, it is not clear how well
hot spots can be identi!ed.
The total number of tests
done in various States
di"ers considerably now.
Perhaps, these di"erences
may get ampli!ed in some
instances, if per capita

testing rates are
considered. If a State shows
a low number of cases, in
part because of a lower
number of total tests, can
the lockdown be removed?
Or, what about the State
which shows a higher
number of cases because of
a high testing rate? Won’t
lifting a lockdown amount
to penalising the State for
being aggressive in testing? 
A. Venkatasubramanian,

Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

! The challenges in
preparing for an end to
lockdown are multifold. The

of the virus in the country
has to be brought down. The
administration needs a
foolproof plan to bring
migrant labourers back to
production hubs while
maintaining norms of social
distancing. 
S.S. Paul,

Chakdaha, Nadia, West Bengal

country needs to be
prepared for rabi harvest,
massive procurement e"ort
is needed by governments at
the Centre and States to
procure food grains, and
manufacturing processes
need to be restarted. Each of
these is a Herculean task. For
a greater push to local
manufacturing, the societal
anxiety caused by the spread
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O
ver the course of the last
few weeks, as we have
found ourselves in the

throes of a pandemic, one of the
striking features of governance has
been the signal role played by
State Chief Ministers across India.
Even before the Union govern-
ment invoked the Disaster Man-
agement Act, 2005, many State go-
vernments triggered the Epidemic
Diseases Act, 1897, and installed a
series of measures to combat what
was then an oncoming onslaught
of COVID-19. These actions have
not always been perfect. Some of
them have even disproportionate-
ly trenched upon basic civil liber-
ties. But, by and large, they have
been tailored to the reality faced
on the ground by the respective
governments. States such as Maha-
rashtra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Rajas-
than, and Karnataka have shaped
their policies to address their di-
rect, local concerns. They have
communicated these decisions to
the public with clarity and consid-
eration, helping, in the process, to
lay out a broad framework for the
nation. In doing so, they have act-
ed not merely as “laboratories of
democracy”, to paraphrase the
former U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Louis Brandeis, but also as founts
of reasoned authority. 

Sti!ed by limitations
Equally, though, as much as State
governments have taken up posi-
tions of leadership, they have re-
peatedly found themselves throt-
tled by the limitations of the extant
federal arrangement. Yamini Aiyar
and Mekhala Krishnamurthy of
the Centre for Policy Research
have pointed out at least three

speci!c limitations. One, the in-
ability of States to access funds
and thereby structure their own
welfare packages. Two, the curbs
imposed by a public !nance man-
agement system that is mired in of-
!cialdom. This has prevented
States from easily and swiftly mak-
ing payments for the purchase of
health-care apparatus such as ven-
tilators and personal protective
equipment. Three, the colossal
disruption of supply chains not
only of essential goods and servic-
es but also of other systems of pro-
duction and distribution, which
has placed States in a position of
grave economic uncertainty. As
Ms. Aiyar and Ms. Krishnamurthy
argue, these limitations demon-
strate an urgent need to decentral-
ise administration, where States —
and local bodies acting through
such governments — are allowed
greater managerial freedom. Un-
der such a model, the Union go-
vernment will command less but
coordinate more.

Two distinct levels
There are varying accounts of
what Indian federalism truly de-
mands. But what is manifest from
a reading of the Constitution is
that it creates two distinct levels of
government: one at the Centre and
the other at each of the States. The
Seventh Schedule to the Constitu-
tion divides responsibilities bet-
ween these two layers. The Union
government is tasked with matters
of national importance, such as fo-
reign a"airs, defence, and airways.
But the responsibilities vested
with the States are no less impor-
tant. Issues concerning public
health and sanitation, agriculture,
public order, and police, among
other things, have each been as-
signed to State governments. In
these domains, the States’ power
is plenary. This federal architec-
ture is forti!ed by a bicameral Par-
liament. Signi!cantly, this bicam-
eralism is not achieved through a
simple demarcation of two sepa-

rate houses, but through a crea-
tion of two distinct chambers that
choose their members di"erently:
a House of the People [Lok Sabha]
comprising directly elected repre-
sentatives and a Council of States
[Rajya Sabha] comprising mem-
bers elected by the legislatures of
the States.

In formulating this scheme of
equal partnership, the framers
were also conscious of a need to
make States !nancially autono-
mous. To that end, when they di-
vided the power to tax between
the two layers of government they
took care to ensure that the auth-
ority of the Union and the States
did not overlap. Therefore, while
the Centre, for example, was ac-
corded the power to tax all income
other than agricultural income
and to levy indirect taxes in the
form of customs and excise duties,
the sole power to tax the sale of
goods and the entry of goods into a
State was vested in the State go-
vernments. The underlying ration-
ale was simple: States had to be
guaranteed !scal dominion to ena-
ble them to mould their policies
according to the needs of their pe-
ople. 

Despite this plainly drawn ar-
rangement, the history of our con-
stitutional practice has been so-
mething of a paradox. It is
invariably at the level of the States
that real development has fructi-
!ed, but the Union has repeatedly
displayed a desire to treat States,
as the Supreme Court said in S.R.
Bommai v. Union of India, as mere
“appendages of the Centre”. Time
and again, e"orts have been made

to centralise !nancial and admi-
nistrative power, to take away
from the States their ability to act
independently and freely. 

As Christophe Ja"relot and San-
skruthi Kalyankar have shown, as
Chief Minister of Gujarat, Naren-
dra Modi rallied against these at-
tempts. So much so that an under-
taking to decentralise power and
steer a new era of Centre-State
cooperation became a leitmotif of
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s cam-
paign for the 2014 elections.
Among other things, in its manif-
esto, the party promised to create
a “Team India” that will “not be li-
mited to the Prime Minister led
team sitting in Delhi,” but that
“will also include Chief Ministers
and other functionaries as equal
partners”; to place “centre-state
relations on an even keel”; and to
“ensure !scal autonomy of the
States”.

Matters of "nance
Some e"orts have no doubt been
made to this end. But they have
been ostensible, at best. Consider
the widely hailed decision to ac-
cept the 14th Finance Commis-
sion’s recommendation for an in-
crease in the share of the States in
total tax revenues from 32% to
42%. While, in theory, this ought
to have enabled the States to sig-
ni!cantly increase their own
spending, in reality, as a paper
authored by Amar Nath H.K. and
Alka Singh of the National Institute
of Public Finance and Policy sug-
gests, this has not happened.
Gains made by the States, as the
paper underlines, have been en-
tirely o"set by a simultaneous de-
cline in share of grants and by a
concomitant increase in the
States’ own contribution towards
expenditures on centrally spon-
sored schemes. 

Other measures have proved
still more destructive. Notably, the
creation of a Goods and Services
Tax regime, which far from achiev-
ing its core purpose of uniformity

has rendered nugatory the inter-
nal sovereignty vested in the
States. By striking at the Constitu-
tion’s federal edi!ce, it has made
the very survival of the States de-
pendent on the grace of the Union.
The tension today is so palpable
that a number of States are report-
ed to have written to the Union Fi-
nance Ministry highlighting that
more than four months’ worth of
Goods and Services Tax compen-
sation to the States — reportedly
totalling about a sum of #40,000
crore — remains unreleased.

The Union government’s cen-
tralising instinct, though, has not
been restricted to matters of !-
nance. It has also introduced a
slew of legislation as money bills,
in a bid to bypass the Rajya Sabha’s
sanction, even though these laws
scarcely !t the constitutional de!-
nition. Similarly, the role of the
Governors has been weaponised
to consolidate political power. But
perhaps most egregious among
the moves made is the gutting of
Article 370 and the division of Jam-
mu and Kashmir into two Union
Territories without securing con-
sent from the State Legislative As-
sembly. 

To be sure, this impulse to ap-
propriate authority is not in any
way unique to the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s command. Congress-led
governments of the past have also
been susceptible to such motives.
But perhaps a crisis of the kind
that COVID-19 has wrought will
show us that India needs greater
decentralisation of power; that ad-
ministration through a single cen-
tral executive unit is unsuited to its
diverse and heterogeneous polity.
We cannot continue to regard the
intricate niceties of our federal
structure as a nettlesome tri$e. In
seeing it thus, we are reducing the
promise of Article 1 of the Consti-
tution, of an India that is a Union
of States, to an illusory dream.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate

practising at the Madras High Court

Needed, greater decentralisation of power 
Even as States have taken up positions of leadership in the pandemic response, federal limitations are becoming hurdles

Suhrith Parthasarathy 

G
E

T
T

Y
 I
M

A
G

E
S
/I

S
T

O
C

K
P

H
O

T
O

I
t has been eight months since the Centre revoked the
special constitutional status of Jammu and Kashmir
and downgraded and divided it into two Union Ter-

ritories in August 2019. Several political leaders impri-
soned in the wake of the abrupt decision continue to be
in detention even now, the most prominent among
them being the former Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti.
Two other former CMs — Farooq Abdullah and Omar
Abdullah — were released last month. Freedom for Ms.
Mufti is still not near, the administration indicated on
Tuesday as it shifted her from a guesthouse-turned-jail
to her o%cial residence that has been designated as a
subsidiary jail. She will not be allowed to move out of
here or receive visitors, and remains in detention under
the controversial Public Safety Act (PSA). Hundreds of
others including veteran Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) leader Naeem Akhtar and IAS-o%cer-turned pol-
itician Shah Faesal continue to languish in jail. The
manner in which the Centre hollowed out Article 370
and dismantled a State set an inglorious precedent in
the history of Indian federalism. The lockdown of J&K
was mostly lifted, before it was reimposed to combat
COVID-19. Meanwhile, the constitutionality of the revo-
cation of the special status and accompanying restric-
tions on the entire population of a region remains un-
settled before the Supreme Court, eight months on.

Ms. Mufti’s home imprisonment, at a time when the
entire population is expected to lock themselves up in
their own homes, is the theatre of the absurd. Her con-
tinuing incarceration even after two other former CMs
have been freed is inexplicable. What is it that makes
her an exceptional suspect under the PSA? The change
in the status of J&K and the massive deployment of
force to deal with its aftermath were spectacles of a new
national resolve, according to the supporters of those
decisions. The unfolding tragedy of the pandemic bes-
peaks the pitfalls of lopsided priorities, by laying bare
the country’s inadequate health-care infrastructure.
J&K is badly hit by the disease, with a !ghtback restrict-
ed by the absence of an elected government. The havoc
by the virus should not be used as a facade to trample
upon civil rights or to criminalise expression of opi-
nion. If anything, this unprecedented crisis should spur
fresh thinking on !nding solutions to intractable politi-
cal problems. The BJP’s view on Kashmir is as old the
party itself. But that by itself is no reason to avoid revis-
iting the issue. The very least it can do, however, is to
immediately free Ms. Mufti. That will be a good signal to
the people of J&K during these tough times. 

Prolonged injustice
Mehbooba Mufti’s continued detention in J&K

is hard to defend morally and politically 

T
he suspension of the Members of Parliament Lo-
cal Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) for two
years to boost the funding available for the CO-

VID-19 !ght is a step in the right direction. It may ap-
pear at !rst blush that the decision may undermine the
decentralised manner of funding local area develop-
ment. However, past experience has been that some
members do not utilise their full entitlement and that
there is a gap between recommendation made by mem-
bers and implementation by the administration under
this scheme. The immediate bene!t now is the freeing
up of about #7,900 crore over a two-year period so that
it can be spent on boosting the health infrastructure
needed to combat the pandemic. This is the second an-
nouncement regarding MPLADS that the Centre has
made after the disease outbreak. Last month, it allowed
utilisation of MPLADS funds to the extent of at least
#5lakh by each MP to purchase medical equipment for
government hospitals in their constituencies. Many
members made immediate use of the one-time dispen-
sation to recommend the procurement of N95 masks,
personal protective equipment, and ventilators. Now
that the entire scheme has been suspended, the govern-
ment should ensure that recommendations already
made are acted upon immediately. While the transfer of
these sums to the Consolidated Fund of India would
help judicious deployment anywhere in the country,
based on an assessment of the varying needs in di"e-
rent regions, it would redound to the government’s cre-
dit if the genuine e"orts made by members to help their
constituents are not frustrated. It should also see to it
that allocations are non-discriminatory.

Political reactions indicate that there is considerable
disenchantment over the suspension — the #5-crore
corpus available to each member is a source of much
goodwill for elected representatives. Better performing
MPs identify and ful!l local development needs with
empathy and alacrity. However, there has also been
persistent criticism about the scheme’s very nature. A
conceptual $aw pointed out by experts is that it goes
against the separation of powers. It allows individual le-
gislators to encroach on the planning and implementa-
tion duties of the administration. Jurists have pointed
out that the Constitution does not confer the power to
spend public money on an individual legislator. Experts
have called it out for weak monitoring. The Supreme
Court, while declining to strike down the scheme,
called for a robust accountability regime. MPLADS
gives scope for MPs to utilise the funds as a source of pa-
tronage that they can dispense at will. The CAG has
$agged instances of !nancial mismanagement and in-
$ation of amounts spent. The Second Administrative
Reforms Commission recommended its abrogation al-
together, highlighting the problems of the legislator
stepping into the shoes of the executive. The current
suspension gives some scope for a reconsideration of
the scheme in its totality.

For better use
While taking over MPLADS funds to !ght 
the virus, Centre must allocate judiciously

I
f you build a fortress to streng-
then your defences against an
enemy, what is of importance is

the strength of its walls. The issue
of space or comfort within the for-
tress is the last question one may
dare to ask or even think about,
apart from the minimum supplies
required for sustenance. But what
if the enemy is a virus? 

With the ongoing war against
COVID-19, it is the exact opposite
which needs equal if not greater
attention — the state of prepared-
ness within the fortress. Yes. With
the ubiquitous 21-day national
lockdown unprecedented in the
history of independent India,
stronger and harsher than anywh-
ere else in the world, the interiors
within the boundaries need atten-
tion. 

Ground realities
Interestingly, every village is in it-
self a fortress during these di%cult
times and every village needs at-
tention within. With the in$ux of
thousands of migrant labourers in-
to their villages, there is an immi-
nent need to isolate them for at
least 14 days. Unfortunately, the
houses here, which are often one
or two-room dwellings, with an av-
erage seven family members to ac-
commodate, are some of the worst
places where one can hope to con-
tain the deadly disease. Along with
the absence of running water with-
in households, the possibility of

common points in village arenas
becoming hotspots for this deadly
contagion becomes manifold.

Notwithstanding the fact that
the entire State machinery is now
involved in near wartime e"orts to
contain the spread of this pandem-
ic, only a few States have been able
to organically involve their foun-
dational governance structure —
i.e. gram panchayats — very e"ec-
tively and e%ciently in this situa-
tion. In some southern States with
pre-embedded conditions of self-
governing and nearly autonomous
panchayats, they are becoming
the beacons of hope by proactively
engaging with citizens at the vil-
lage level. A case in example is the
community kitchens run by local
bodies in Kerala, where home de-
livery of cooked food is spiking as
the situation demands.

Enough has been discussed al-
ready of the instrumental use of
panchayats as mere wings of State
administration. Issuing orders
from the top is the norm and an
ecosystem has evolved where even
the elected representatives of pan-
chayats wait for directions and a
sarpanch does not assert himself
before a bureaucrat. It would be
surprising, therefore, if such a
conditioned institution, originally
envisioned to be the pivot of self-
sustaining villages, creatively
thinks of dealing with this pan-
demic. But the time has arrived, to
reinvigorate these institutions of
people and facilitate them to be
the proactive agents in this !ght.
Many scientists and researchers
have already predicted the possi-
bility of villages becoming hot-
spots of the disease after the 21-
day lockdown is lifted. Though ge-
ographical spread may be limited,
the concentration of the spread

may get out of hand. It is here that
gram panchayats which are very
well placed, and close to their own
people with limited resources, can
help them in enforcing isolation
and making the necessary arran-
gements. Panchayats can work ex-
actly in three areas: awareness
generation, setting up isolation
conditions, and streamlining so-
cial security measures announced
by the Central and State
governments.

Reaching out e#ectively
First, a model needs to be esta-
blished, with concrete standard
operating procedures and best
practices that can be replicated
throughout rural India. Organisa-
tions such as Professional Assis-
tance For Development Action
(PRADAN) have been trying to in-
$uence gram panchayats and dis-
trict administrations in many
States ever since the pandemic.
With sustained engagement, they
have been able to coordinate with
the administration to use the re-
sources of panchayats, collaborate
with self-help groups and to set
isolation conditions within village
premises (with beds, sanitisers,
drinking water, cooked meals,
etc.) in many interior blocks
across the districts in central and
eastern India. Involving pan-

chayats — and by observing adeq-
uate safety measures — to establish
isolation facilities across the
length and breadth of the country
is the need of the hour.

Consider the second part, even
with the harvesting of wheat al-
most over in States such as Mad-
hya Pradesh; people are still out in
the !elds, but once they are done
with their work it is the panchayat
that can do the work e"ectively to
con!ne people within their homes
with adequate awareness genera-
tion. The police cannot reach out
to each and every village round
the clock because of their inadeq-
uate resources. Community polic-
ing with the active engagement of
panchayats, by collaborating with
women’s collectives, is a potential
area where a people-led move-
ment can be kick-started in a short
time span. Who can make the peo-
ple aware better than their own
elected representatives and who
the villagers see on a daily basis? 

Finally, despite the !nancial
packages being rolled out to avert
panic and worry about livelihoods
and basic food requirements, it is
an inexorable situation that many
will be left out as documentation is
core to availing these social-ser-
vice provisioning schemes. The
Jandhan–Aadhaar–Mobile trinity is
vulnerable in those areas where
even mobile connectivity $uc-
tuates, leave alone Internet con-
nectivity. Without the active en-
gagement of panchayats, it would
be chaotic to even expect everyth-
ing remaining under control with-
in villages in case of even a minor
disturbance. A seminal under-
standing developed is that, with-
out the agency of gram pan-
chayats, it is not possible to deploy
any system e"ectively and to adeq-

uately take prompt actions to in-
clude the excluded.

With a package of #1.7-lakh
crore to meet the needs of the
population and streamlining
health services, it is clear that the
government is trying its best; with
more volunteers and social com-
mitment through raising resourc-
es, civil society organisations are
trying their best; with pledges of !-
nancial support and donations,
concerned citizens and industry
players are also trying their best.
There have been enough ideas
$oated, proposed and implement-
ed — from food to using railway
coaches as isolation wards. But
reinvigorating panchayats is an un-
attended area which needs a push
in strengthening the arsenal avail-
able in this !ght against COVID-19.

Directions to gram panchayats
to use the 14th Finance Commis-
sion grants to help villagers is a
welcome measure, already done
by various State governments. But
laying stress on three actions spec-
i!cally — arranging isolation facili-
ties with cooked meal supply;
awareness generation, and !nally,
ensuring that the most vulnerable
have access to the welfare mea-
sures announced — is crucial if ru-
ral India is to be saved. It is time
for panchayats to exercise their
agency. For this, thrust is needed
from top layer of administration —
a direction that will help the na-
tion !ght this deadly virus. With
enough political will, and a
changed perspective of executive
machineries, it is totally possible.
It is time to unleash the power of
panchayats to be with the people
and lead this !ght.

Sonubal I.V. is with the PRADAN – Bhoura

Team at Betul, Madhya Pradesh

With migrant labour back in their hometowns, gram panchayats can strengthen containment measures in the interiors

A key arsenal in rural India’s pandemic !ght 
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corrections & clarifications: 

A Business page story headline “Tata AIA Life to provide extra
cover” (April 7, 2020) should be corrected to “Tata AIA Life to
provide additional bene!t”. The error was in the text of the story as
well. 

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;
E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

planned
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My dear aspirants : The above topics are too vas to be included in a stick pad. 
Whatever has been highlighted above please read about them from your 
Laxmikant Indian Polity text book. Just read and understand .



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU CHENNAI

THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2020 7
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

OPED

Mr. Lodd Govindoss writes: While attempts
are being made to improve the health of the
city by means of educating the people on the
importance of health, sanitation, etc, by the
Health and Welfare Association on the one
hand, proposals are being made to create
more and more congestion in the city of Ma-
dras by constructing houses everywhere, by
depriving the people from enjoying free and
fresh air and by converting open spaces
available for inhaling pure air on the other.
It is an admitted fact that we require large
open spaces not only for maintaining good
health but also to prevent diseases, particu-
larly those due to respiratory organs such as
the Pukka Tuberculosis and the most dread-
ful and horrible Meningitis. Just as we re-
quire good and strong lungs, the city also re-
quires lungs. But our plans are now centred
at creating congestion, which is bound to
produce the very kind of lung diseases
which we want to prevent. It is not merely
the big house that contributes towards the
health of the individual but it is the sur-
rounding sanitary conditions that enliven
and invigorate the health.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 9, 1920

Civilized vandalism.

The priority for India is to ensure
that it overcomes the COVID-19 pan-
demic and kick-starts GDP growth
rather than !x the weaknesses in the
macroeconomy: a high !scal de!cit
of 7.49% and government indebted-
ness that was 69% of GDP in 2019. 

When COVID-19 cases began to in-
crease, the Government of India
(GoI) swung into action by announc-
ing a 21-day national lockdown and a
"1.7-lakh crore (approximately $22.59
billion) rescue package. Available in
the state disaster relief fund is
"60,000 crore, comprising "30,000
crore of outstanding balance and the
Central government’s allocation of a
similar amount for FY2021. Hence,
the GoI needs to raise an additional
"1.1-lakh crore, i.e., 65% of the rescue
package outlay. Its !nancing strategy
should be to raise long-term funds at
cost e#ective rates, with $exible re-
payment terms that allow it to take
tactical advantage of market move-
ments. 

GDP-linked bonds
The GoI may issue listed, Indian ru-
pee denominated, 25-year GDP-
linked bonds that are callable from,
say, the !fth year. The coupon (inter-
est) on a GDP-linked bond is correlat-
ed to the GDP growth rate and is sub-
ject to a cap. The issuer, the GoI, is
liable to pay a lower coupon during
years of slower growth and vice-ver-
sa. The callable feature from the !fth
year till maturity allows the GoI to ef-
fect partial repayments during high
growth years and when it earns non-
recurring revenues such as proceeds
from disinvestment of public sector
enterprises (PSEs). The listing of
bonds provides investors an exit op-
tion. Costa Rica, Bulgaria and Bos-
nia-Herzegovina issued the !rst pure
GDP-linked bonds in the 1990s. Ar-
gentina and Greece issued warrant-
like instruments similar to GDP-
linked bonds in 2005 and 2012 res-
pectively. India could learn from
their experience. 

Publishing reliable and timely
GDP data is a prerequisite for the suc-

cessful issue of GDP-linked bonds,
which the GoI may use to part-!-
nance the COVID-19 rescue package
and to diversify its borrowing
sources.

Streamlining PSEs
The 15 largest non-!nancial central
PSEs (CPSEs) in the S&P BSE CPSE in-
dex contributed approximately 75%
of the GoI’s "48,256.41 crore divi-
dend income from PSEs in FY2020.
The Union Budget projected PSE di-
vidends to increase by 36.25% to
"65,746.96 crore in FY2021. This mil-
estone is unlikely to be achieved in
the current environment. 

The 15 CPSEs have accumulated
sizeable non-core assets including !-
nancial investments, loans, cash and
bank deposits in excess of their oper-
ating requirements, and real estate.
The return on these assets (excluding
real estate) is around 200 basis
points lower than the returns on
their core businesses. These CPSEs
owe the government "25,904 crore
as of end-March 2019. These non-
core assets must be monetised to re-
pay statutory dues and upstream di-
vidends to GoI.

While loans and excess cash and
bank deposits may be monetised
within three months, streamlining
investments and selling real estate is

a time-consuming process. It is im-
perative for the GoI to form a PSE
and public sector bank holding com-
pany (‘Holdco’) along the lines of Sin-
gapore’s Temasek Holdings and Ma-
laysia’s Khazanah Nasional Berhad to
enable PSEs to monetise their non-
core assets at remunerative prices,
maximise their enterprise value and
focus on their core businesses.

The "30,168 crore loans that
CPSEs have extended to employees,
vendors and associates may be secur-
itised or re!nanced, with CPSEs gua-
ranteeing loans extended to weak
counterparties.

It is essential that businesses
maintain liquidity, especially during
a downturn. However, the outstand-
ing cash and bank deposits of the 15
CPSEs ("64,253 crore) is in excess of
their operating requirements. CPSEs
must determine the cash they re-
quire to meet, say, six months of op-
erating expenses and use the excess
cash to repay statutory dues and up-
stream dividends to the GoI. Banks
must extend to CPSEs committed
lines of credit that the latter may
draw down during exigencies. 

The 15 CPSEs have accumulated
"93,562 crore !nancial investments
comprising listed and unlisted debt,
equity and mutual fund units. These
exclude investments in associates

and joint ventures. The CPSEs ought
to transfer these investments to
Holdco, which can manage the port-
folio and transfer the returns to the
original investors.

One important non-core asset,
whose value is likely to exceed the
combined value of other non-core as-
sets, is the real estate holdings of
PSEs. In September 2018, the GoI
identi!ed properties of nine PSEs
(Air India, Pawan Hans, Hindustan
Fluorocarbons, Hindustan New-
sprint, Bharat Pumps & Compres-
sors, Scooters India, Bridge and Roof
Co, Hindustan Prefab, and Projects &
Development India) to be divested.
The GoI must mandate all PSEs and
government departments to transfer
their non-core properties to Holdco,
which can opportunistically sell
these properties and transfer the
proceeds to the owners.

RBI dividends
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
allocated "1 lakh crore to carry out
long-term repo operations in tranch-
es and has reduced the repo rates by
75 basis points to 4.4% to help banks
augment their liquidity in the wake
of the pandemic. Recognising the
RBI’s liquidity requirements, the GoI
must refrain from asking the RBI to
pay more dividends that it can viably
pay. During the !ve years ending on
June 30, 2019, the RBI paid the GoI
100% of its net disposable income,
with its FY2019 dividends more than
trebling to "1.76 lakh crore from
"50,000 crore in FY2018. The Bimal
Jalan panel constituted in 2019 to re-
view the RBI’s economic capital fra-
mework opined that the RBI may pay
interim dividends only under excep-
tional circumstances and that unreal-
ised gains in the valuation of RBI’s as-
sets ought to be used as risk bu#ers
against market risks and may not be
paid as dividends. 

This sound recommendation must
be adhered to in letter and spirit. The
GoI may !nance the COVID-19 rescue
package by issuing GDP-linked
bonds, tapping PSEs’ excess liquidity
and monetising non-core assets.
Further, it is in India’s self-interest to
allow a robust and independent RBI
to defend the !nancial sector’s
stability.

Nandini Vijayaraghavan is the Singapore-

based Head of Research at Korea

Development Bank. Views are personal

The govt. must issue GDP-linked bonds, tap the excess liquidity of PSUs, and monetise non-core assets

Financing the pandemic rescue package

Nandini Vijayaraghavan 

In the !rst week of the lockdown, one of the
257 complaint calls that the National Com-
mission for Women (NCW) received was
from a father in Rajasthan who said his
daughter was being beaten by her husband
and had not been provided food since the
lockdown began. The call helps to highlights
the plight of many silent su#erers of domes-
tic violence across the world in these times.
In China, France, the U.K. and other coun-
tries, there have been reports of a signi!cant
increase in domestic violence cases since the
imposition of lockdowns. These reports
highlight the need for Indian authorities to
take this issue seriously too.

The literature on domestic violence sug-
gests that when men and/or women get em-
ployed, domestic violence tends to fall as in-
teractions between couples reduce. Under a
lockdown, interaction time has increased
and families have been left without access to
the outside world. The literature also sug-
gests that violence is a way for the man to
assert his notion of masculinity. The current
atmosphere of fear, uncertainty, food inse-
curity, and unemployment may create feel-
ings of inadequacy in men. All these factors
are only likely to aggravate tensions at home
and make women victims of those tensions.
The lack of access to friends, family and sup-
port organisations is expected to aggravate
the situation for abused women further. 

Violence against women in India
The National Family Health Survey (NFHS)
data show that 24% of women faced domes-
tic violence in 2015-16 not seeing any reduc-
tion since 2005-06. Compared to the survey
results, the actual reports of domestic vio-
lence to the police are negligible at 58.8/ one
lakh women. The disparity between the
crimes reported in a survey and registered
with the police highlight how women are un-
likely to seek help. The more telling statistic
from the NFHS data is perhaps that 52% of
the surveyed women and 42% of the sur-
veyed men think there is at least one valid
reason for wife-beating. This attitude high-
lights how ingrained and normalised the
idea is such that an abused woman should
not expect support from others. The NFHS
data also highlight how the proportion of
women reporting violence is increasing
among families with lower wealth. The lock-

down due to the pandemic is leading to a
substantial negative income shock for eve-
ryone. In our interviews with unorganised
sector workers, we often heard that women
su#ered domestic violence coupled with the
husband’s alcoholism. The NFHS data also
show a high correlation between alcohol in-
take and domestic violence. Keeping in mind
that access to alcohol may be limited in these
times, frustration could also lead to abuse. 

What can be done?
The most important thing that we can do is
to acknowledge and accept that domestic
violence happens and work to reduce the
stigma attached to the victims of such vio-
lence. Such support may prompt abused wo-
men to seek at least informal means to re-
dress their issues. The NCW has appealed to
women to reach out to their nearest police
stations or call the State Women’s Commis-
sion for support. While this is the least that
can be done, there are some other formal
means by which we can extend help to wo-
men right now. The provision of cash transf-
ers and ration support are likely to sustain
the family and also reduce stress in the hou-
sehold leading to lower violence against wo-
men. Since the lockdown began, the amount
of TV viewing, particularly of news, has in-
creased. Coupled with a lack of other activi-
ty, this is an opportune time to improve mes-
saging. The NCW could increase its
advertising expenditure on TV to relay mes-
sages requesting women to contact the pol-
ice station for help. The 181 helpline number
set up for this reason should remain active,
and women should be reminded of this num-
ber via TV ads. The government could also
send mass SMS messages as it did during the
onset of the COVID-19 crisis as most women
have access to at least a basic phone. 

The French government has extended
monetary support to organisations !ghting
this crime. British activists have requested
their government to release emergency
funds to support organisations that are deal-
ing with domestic violence-related issues.
The Indian government should also extend
monetary support to such organisations in
India rather than rely entirely on ASHA
workers on whom the burden of community
welfare is already very high. The sta# of such
organisations should be allowed to travel
without being stopped by the police.

Studies show that women more than men
tend to be a#ected adversely during epidem-
ics. We need to take these advisories serious-
ly to prevent further widening of the rift bet-
ween men and women in our society.

Akshaya Vijayalakshmi and Pritha Dev are faculty

members at the IIM-Ahmedabad 

No lockdown for abuse 
Both formal and informal means of support can be
extended to women facing domestic violence now

Akshaya Vijayalakshmi & Pritha Dev 

The World Health Organization
(WHO) is not equipped to !ght a pan-
demic of this proportion. Its respon-
sibility is to monitor threats to public
health and inform and advise the
member states. The !ght against CO-
VID-19 has to be on a war footing. For
this we need a composite force that
has the capabilities of massive saniti-
sation, testing, hospitalisation and
providing support systems. Even the
most powerful nations are not able to
cope with the e#ort and there are
signs of con$ict on account of shor-
tages of equipment and trained per-
sonnel. The only UN body which has
the training for assembling !ghting
forces for emergencies is the Depart-
ment of Peace Operations. 

A force under Chapter VII
The UN Security Council (UNSC)
stands paralysed because of petty
battles on the name of the pandemic,
its origin and the need for transpa-
rency. It should hold an emergency
meeting and authorise the UN Secre-
tary General to put together a force
under Chapter VII of the UN Charter.
The mandate of the Charter should
be interpreted to emphasise that this
is the greatest threat to international
peace and security. Moreover, con-
$icts are possible on account of the
fragility of the international system.
Member states should be requested
to send not only troops, but also pol-
ice, health workers and equipment.

In war situations, the Secretary
General is able to put together a force
in about four months. This operation
requires greater emergency. There is
some delicacy about deploying the
army internally in di#erent political
systems, but UN forces have been ac-
ceptable in most countries. As for the
cost, the responsibility for the de-
ployment of forces for peacekeeping,
peace building and peace enforce-
ment is that of the permanent mem-
bers. Instead of competing with each
other for leadership of the post-CO-
VID-19 world, let them help create a
post-COVID-19 world.

So far COVID-19 has spread in rela-
tively prosperous regions of the
world, which have stable infrastruc-
ture and health systems. We cannot
trust that it will not spread to less
equipped states, in which the devas-

tation will be much more. Only a UN
force which can enforce social dis-
tancing and lockdowns can prevent a
catastrophe.

Most Chapter VII resolutions de-
termine the existence of a threat to
the peace, a breach of the peace, or
an act of aggression in accordance
with Article 39, and make a decision
explicitly under Chapter VII. A UNSC
Resolution is considered to be ‘a
Chapter VII resolution’ if it makes an
explicit determination that the situa-
tion under consideration constitutes
a threat to the peace, a breach of the
peace, or an act of aggression, and/or
explicitly/ implicitly states that the
UNSC is acting under Chapter VII in
the adoption of some or all operative
paragraphs.

Many resolutions
Chapter VII resolutions are very rare-
ly isolated measures. Often the !rst
response to a crisis is a resolution de-
manding the crisis be ended. This is
later followed by an actual resolution
detailing the measures required to
secure compliance with the !rst reso-
lution. Sometimes dozens of resolu-
tions are passed over time to modify
and extend the mandate of the !rst
Chapter VII resolution.

The UN stands discredited today
as the UNSC has not been able to
meet. It may take place, now that Chi-
na has vacated the Security Council
chair and Dominican Republic has ta-
ken over. Several resolutions are in
circulation, but none under Chapter
VII. The !rst step will be to pass a re-
solution to take action to end the cri-
sis and authorise the Secretary Gen-
eral to request member states to
make personnel available. Mean-
while, another resolution must spell
out the modalities of the operation.

The UN peacekeeping forces are
called Blue Berets because of the co-
lour of the caps that they wear. The
health force can have caps of another
colour, probably red. The launch of
the Red Berets will be a historic ac-
tion to be taken at a critical moment.
The UN’s relevance will be esta-
blished and there will be concrete ac-
tion taken to end the pandemic. 

T.P. Sreenivasan, a former diplomat, is

Director General, Kerala International

Centre, Thiruvananthapuram. He tweets

@sreeniv

It’s time for the Red Berets
The world needs a special UN force to !ght COVID-19

T.P. Sreenivasan

The Union Government is stated to have ta-
ken a decision in principle to stop airlifting
of post cards. The actual date of implement-
ing the proposal will be !nalized soon. It is
learnt that this decision follows a recom-
mendation made by an economy subcom-
mittee set up by the Ministry of Communica-
tions to go into the whole structure of post
card operation. A post card actually costs 14
Paise for the Government, as against its
price of 10 Paise. On post cards alone the de-
partment is making a loss of over Rs. 4
crores. The position was worse two years
ago when the post card was selling at six
Paise. At one stage, Government also consi-
dered the possibility of abolishing the post
card altogether but since it is used by the
poorer section of the community, the propo-
sal was dropped. The economy sub-commit-
tee which consisted of top o%cials of the P
and T Department has also suggested that
the price of the inland letter should be the
same as that of a envelope i.e. 20 Paise. The
inland letter, it is stated, serves the same
purpose as a letter by guaranteeing the same
amount of secrecy. The Government is con-
sidering this suggestion too and a decision is
expected to be taken shortly.

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 9, 1970

Airlift of Post Cards to be Stopped
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The J&K police have collect-
ed DNA samples of !ve mili-
tants killed in Kupwara’s Ke-
ran Sector on April 4-5. It is
suspected that three of
them could be the youth
missing from south Kashmir
since a few years.

A top police o"cial told
The Hindu that the encoun-
ter, which started on April 1
and ended on April 5, saw
the !ve in!ltrators “with-
standing heavy snowfall for
four days and having
enough training to take on
the elite PARA troopers of
the Army despite the incle-
ment weather” near the
Line of Control (LoC) in Ke-
ran Sector. Five PARA troop-
ers died in “a very close
range gun!ght”.

Two left for PoK
Three families from south
Kashmir’s Shopian and Kul-
gam have claimed the slain
militants were their kin. The
two militants identi!ed by
the families were Sartaj Ah-
mad Dar, a resident of Kul-
gam’s Hangir Yaripora who
was missing since Decem-
ber 20, 2017; and Sajad Ah-
mad Hurrah, a resident of
Shopian’s Daramdora-Kee-
gam area, who was missing
since April 10, 2018.

“Both of them ex!ltrated
from India to Pakistan and
later went to Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir on valid pass-
ports. There are fears that
the handlers in Pakistan are
upgrading the training of lo-
cals after a major dent was
in#icted on local militants’
striking capabilities in the
last three years,” the police
o"cer said.

The police had buried the
!ve militants in a forest area
of Zurhama in the Shalba-
too-Jumgund range. Accord-

ing to the Kupwara police,
DNA samples have been col-
lected and will be matched
to establish their identity.
One family, the police said,
identi!ed one of the slain
militants from photos
uploaded online.

Lashkar links
One user of social media,
believed to be close to the
militants, claimed the slain
militants belonged to the re-
cently #oated the Resistance
Front. The front is believed
to be working in tandem
with the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and has set up bases in
north Kashmir. 

Hurrah’s uncle Sheeraz
Ahmad Hurrah said: “We
appeal to the authorities to
return the body for the !nal
rites.” The third militant, ac-
cording to a family, could be
Umar Nazir. Not much is
known about him, the pol-
ice said.

Families identify two of them as kin
Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

DNA samples of 5
militants collected
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time of the pandemic was
wrong, the fact that it was
being played out on televi-
sion and social media and
“being used to divide the
country” was not right.

DMK’s T.R. Baalu said,
“Communal colour should
not be given to this pandem-
ic.” 

The CPI(M) was repre-
sented by Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Elamaram Kareem who,
among other things, de-
manded that the Centre im-
mediately release all pend-
ing dues to the State
governments. 

Almost all the parties crit-
icised the government’s de-
cision to suspend MPLAD
funds for the next two years. 

A. Navaneethakrishnan,
secretary of the AIADMK’s
legal wing and a member of
the Rajya Sabha, represent-
ed the party. 

Among those who support-
ed an extension of the lock-
down were the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS), the
Samajwadi Party (SP) and
the Lok Janshakti Party
(LJP). 

TRS president and Telan-
gana Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao has earlier
advised Mr. Modi to extend
the lockdown. 

SP Rajya Sabha member
Ramgopal Yadav said the
lockdown should continue
till the last patient a$ected
by the novel coronavirus is
cured. 

LJP president Chirag Pas-
wan recommended that
while the lockdown should
continue in urban areas, it
should be eased in villages
where farmers are in the
process of harvesting the ra-
bi crops.

Many parties #agged that
the economic package an-
nounced by Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on March 26 is insu"-
cient. 

Mr. Azad said the Con-
gress recommended that
the MGNREGA (Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act) be
extended to harvesting ac-
tivities. 

Tablighi Jamaat event
NCP president Sharad Pa-
war raised the issue of ‘com-
munalisation’ of the battle
against COVID-19. He said
that while the Delhi Tablighi
Jamaat congregration at the

Not possible to lift the
lockdown in one go: PM 

awareness. “To prevent
hoarding, the States have
been asked to take action
under Essential Commodi-
ties Act. A component in the
%1.70 lakh-crore relief pack-
age was for construction
workers, and we have 3.5
crore such workers regis-
tered. The State and Union
Territory governments had
been asked to use the wel-
fare fund for them; it has a
corpus of %31,000 crore...,”
she said. 

The Health Ministry said
there was no shortage of
drugs. “The whole situation
[of hydroxycholoroquine] is
being monitored at the high-
est level; it is being ensured
that there will be no shor-
tage... Currently, this is be-
ing used for a very small sec-
tion of the population,” he
said.

Punya Srivastav, Joint Se-
cretary, Home Ministry, said
community leaders were
being drafted for spreading

Focus shifts to contact
tracing, infrastructure 

resulting in price rise of es-
sential goods. The States
have been asked to take ur-
gent steps to ensure availa-
bility of these commodities
at fair prices for public at
large,” the MHA said.

Earlier, in an order issued
under the Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2005, the MHA
had allowed the manufac-
ture, transport and other re-
lated supply-chain activities
in respect of essential goods
such as foodstu$, medicines
and medical equipment. 

These measures include !x-
ing the stock limits, capping
the prices, enhancing pro-
duction, inspecting the ac-
counts of dealers and other
such actions, a statement by
the MHA said.

“There have been reports
of loss of production due to
various factors, especially
reduction in labour supply.
In this situation, there is a
possibility of inventory
building/hoarding and
black marketing, pro!teer-
ing, and speculative trading,

States told to curb
black marketing 

over, how can we ask them
to stay put in such hellish
conditions at government
schools, where swarms of
mosquitoes start hovering
overhead at dusk,” he
added.

However, at some other
places in the State the vil-
lage heads are getting sup-
port from the villagers
themselves to restrict the
movement of those quaran-
tined. “Along with the villag-
ers, I keep strict vigil on
their movement and ensure
that they do not come out of
the centres,” said Ram Ku-
mar Yadav, village head of
Sirpur panchayat in Madhu-
bani district. 

And at Mabbi village, in
Samastipur district, 18 qua-
rantined migrants have
found their own family
members not only repeated-
ly rejecting their requests to
be allowed to return home
but also keeping a strict vigil
on their movement. 

“Yes, it is di"cult to stay at
these stinking quarantine
centres even for 24 hours,”
rued a mukhia in Siwan dis-
trict. “The government
should have !rst developed
infrastructure in govern-
ment schools and pan-
chayat bhawans before con-
verting them as quarantine
centres,” he added. “If the
government really wanted
to quarantine the migrants
why didn’t they put them up
at Patna’s newly construct-
ed convention centres with
capacity for thousands of
people... given the facilities
inside those places no mi-
grants would have slipped
away from there.”

Another village head
from Saharsa district re-
marked, “The government
has asked us to monitor the
quarantined migrants’
movements but we feel
helpless in checking their
movement some times un-
der local pressure.” “More-

Escaping quarantine at
night, returning by day

Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) president and
BJP MP Vinay Sahasrabuddhe speaks about ICCR’s future
programmes, how it is handling the lockdown and its legacy
as it marks its foundation day on Thursday.

April 9 will mark the 70th
anniversary of the ICCR’s
foundation. Looking back,
what do you think has been
its legacy and how, if at all,
do you see it changing in
your tenure? What are the
reforms that you have
undertaken with regard to
ICCR?

! ICCR has a great history
and many stalwarts had
shouldered this responsibili-
ty. What I myself and our
team is doing is to take the le-
gacy ahead and also further
add value in tune with the
changing times. ICCR was es-
tablished when there was

neither the concept of soft
power nor was the term in
use. Naturally then, the activ-
ities were limited in terms of
their number and their di-
verse character as well. Ma-
jorly, it was about scholar-
ships to foreign students,
cultural exchanges involving
artistes and youths as also es-
tablishing some Chairs in
some universities etc. Now,
we are in a world where ev-
ery nation wants to in#uence
and occupy the mind space
of the global community and
thereby add to its prowess.
In a way the limitations of
military might are now more
obvious and hence the im-

portance of soft power is
increasing.

On reforms, we are trying
to !ne-tune certain systems
and galvanise the entire
functioning in keeping with
the modern times. India en-
joys a groundswell of good-
will, but the challenge is to
translate this goodwill into
understanding of India. To
that end we plan to start aca-
demic programmes like an
Understanding India course,
cultural exchange between
future leaders, mainstream-
ing of our traditional artisans
through exchange with simi-
lar artisans abroad and con-
verting Chairs into full-
#edged India Study Centres
abroad.

This time the foundation
day happens to be during
the lockdown imposed to
curb COVID-19, so how will it

be celebrated in India and
around the world? And,
what are the initiatives
being rolled out by ICCR
during the lockdown?

! Three things could be
shared. Firstly we are utilis-
ing this time for preparing to

make a new beginning in
some areas of academic
courses through a more
structured system of know-
ledge dissemination and
evaluation as well as certi!-
cation. Secondly, with the
‘Show Must Go On’ spirit, we
have successfully started
conducting e-tutorials and
classes on a wide range of
subjects including classical
dances, Hindi, Sanskrit and
even Yoga. 

Thirdly, in the wake of all
pervading gloom and ten-
sions as a result of pandemic,
we have announced a global
painting competition and al-
so an essay competition for
NRIs and alumni of Indian in-
stitutions. We always believe
that centrality of cultural re-
lations will eventually pro-
mote our diplomatic, strateg-
ic as well as economic
relationships.

Among the activities of the
ICCR is promotion of Hindi.
Are there any plans on
expanding these activities,
for example the number of
scholarships for foreign
students here and Chairs set
up in foreign universities?

! Well, not just Hindi, but
promotion of all languages
from India is something we
want to work for. In Israel,
there are many Marathi-
speaking Jews. Now if they
demand a Marathi class, we
may accept even that. Same
is true with Tamil, Bengali,
Sanskrit or Gujarati. We have
started using Amar Chitra
Katha type comics to con-
duct language training. But
this is also to some extent de-
mand-driven. About scholar-
ships, we desire to increase
them but getting eligible stu-
dents also becomes an issue. 

INTERVIEW | VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE

‘Importance of soft power is increasing globally’
We believe that centrality of cultural ties will promote our diplomatic, strategic and economic relationship: ICCR chief
NISTULA HEBBAR
DAMINI NATH

<> We have successfully
started e-tutorials on
a wide range of
subjects, including
classical dances

The Union Health Ministry
on Wednesday issued an ad-
visory asking people not to
discriminate against CO-
VID-19 patients, healthcare
workers, sanitary workers
and the police who are at the
forefront in the !ght against
the pandemic.

Stating that outbreak of
communicable diseases
might cause fear and anxiety
leading to prejudices, the Mi-
nistry said such behaviour
could lead to increased hos-
tility, chaos and unnecessary
social disruptions.

“Cases have been report-
ed of people a$ected with
COVID-19, as well as health-
care workers, sanitary work-
ers and police, who are in
the frontline for manage-
ment of the outbreak, facing
discrimination on account of
heightened fear and misin-
formation about infection,”

it said, adding that even the
recovered patients were be-
ing ill-treated.

‘False reports all around’
“Further, certain communi-
ties and areas are being la-
belled purely based on false
reports #oating in social me-
dia and elsewhere,” said the
Ministry, stating that there
was an urgent need to coun-
ter such prejudices.

The Ministry said people
needed to understand that
although COVID-19 was a
highly contagious disease,
they could protect them-
selves through social dis-
tancing, washing their hands
and following sneezing/
coughing etiquette.

“Despite all precautions,
if anybody catches the infec-
tion, it is not their fault. In
situation of distress, the pa-

tient and the family need
support and cooperation. It
must be noted that the con-
dition is curable,” it said.

The Ministry said the
healthcare workers, includ-
ing doctors and nursing
sta$, were tirelessly render-
ing their services in this cri-
sis. “Sanitary workers and
police are also doing sel#ess
service and playing critical
roles ... they all deserve our
support, praise and appre-
ciation,” said the statement.

Targeting essential servic-
es providers and their fami-
lies will weaken our !ght
against COVID-19 and can
prove grievously detrimental
for the entire nation, said the
Ministry. The Ministry also
released a list of dos and
don’ts. People should share
only authentic information.
They have also been advised
against spreading names or
identity of those a$ected or
under quarantine. 

End prejudice: Health Ministry
‘People should not discriminate against patients, health workers, doctors, police’

Special correspondent

NEW DELHI

Daily battle: Doctors going door to door to check residents
for COVID-19 symptoms at Nizamuddin in New Delhi. * ANI

The Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) on Wednes-
day wrote to the Union La-
bour and Employment Mi-
nistry highlighting cases of
wage cuts and job termina-
tions in the IT sector, in
violation of the Ministry’s
directive to companies
during the lockdown. 

In the letter to the Secre-
tary, CITU general secre-
tary Tapan Sen said this
was its !fth such communi-
cation to it regarding the
violations of the March 20
advisory to employers. Af-
ter highlighting violations
in banks, jute mills and tea
gardens in West Bengal and
road and hydel projects in
J&K, the CITU said this time
it was raising concerns in
the IT sector in Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and Bengal. It
asked the Ministry to inter-
vene in the matter as well. 

CITU !ags
wage cuts, job
loss in IT "eld
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

The Standing Committee of
the National Board for Wil-
dlife (NBWL) had its !rst-ev-
er video-conferencing meet
on Monday where infras-
tructure projects in 11 States
were cleared, Environment
Minister Prakash Javadekar
tweeted.

“I chaired the meeting of
standing committee of
NBWL through videoconfe-
rence and approved wildlife
clearance for a number of
developmental projects by 11
States,” it read.

Two were infrastructure
proposals related to setting
up power transmission lines
and constructing a highway
in Goa, which would “boost

tourism.” Other projects in-
cluded the Nagpur-Mumbai
superhighway, a small-scale
stone mining project in Kota,
Rajasthan; an underground
pumped storage facility for
generating hydroelectricity;
an Indian railways project to

build a railway bridge in
Madhya Pradesh and Telan-
gana, irrigation projects in
Uttarakhand and Telangana
and defence projects in Utta-
rakhand, according to his
tweets.

Projects that encroach in-
to forests or protected re-
serves require NBWL nod as
part of the government’s en-
vironmental clearance pro-
cess. Projects are appraised
at the State level and then
subsequently presented to a
large committee of wildlife
experts, the Chief Wildlife
Wardens of States, top o"-
cials in the Union Environ-
ment Ministry and Forest Mi-
nistry and, the Environment
Minister.

Plans to hold a videocon-

ference were announced on
March 11, a note from the En-
vironment Ministry’s Wil-
dlife Division says. 

‘Scrutiny of maps tough’
An expert who was privy to
the process said most of the
projects were given “in-prin-
cipal approval” though only
the formal minutes of the
meeting would reveal the
conditions which projects
would have to adhere to.

“In a virtual conference,
it’s di"cult to scrutinise
maps that show the location
of the proposed projects.
There was also no occasion
to ask questions of o"cials
for clari!cations,” he told
The Hindu on condition of
anonymity.

Wildlife board holds virtual meet 
Committee cleared a number of infrastructure projects in 11 States: Javadekar

Prakash Javadekar

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

The Kokrajhar police have
!led an FIR against the pre-
sident of a regional politi-
cal party in western As-
sam’s Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC) for “spread-
ing false information” on
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Suleman Narzary, a resi-
dent of Kokrajhar town,
!led a complaint on Tues-
day alleging that the chief
of the United People’s Par-
ty Liberal, Promod Boro,
during an interview to a te-
levision channel on April 5,
said more than 30,000 pe-
ople had got infected with
coronavirus in India when
the government data on
April 6 put the !gure at a
little more than 4,200.

Mr. Boro told The Hindu
that his remark “was a slip
of the tongue”. 

Assam leader
in soup over
interview
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI

The Department of Person-
nel and Training (DoPT) on
Wednesday declared April
14, 2020, birthday of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, a “closed
holiday” for all Central go-
vernment o"ces, includ-
ing industrial establish-
ments, throughout India.

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet on
Tuesday extended the te-
nures of o"cials working at
the level of deputy secre-
tary, director and joint se-
cretary, appointed under
the Central Sta"ng
Scheme or through the Ci-
vil Services Board proce-
dure. 

The extension has been
given till June 30 or until
further orders.

The decision is learnt to
have been taken to ensure
smooth implementation of
anti-COVID-19 measures. 

Ambedkar
birthday will
be a holiday 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Prime Minister’s O"ce,
in a statement, expressed
concern after a two-minute
video clip of the PM’s
concluding address to the
18 political parties found its
way to the media.
“Selectively leaking the
content of such
consultations, as seen
today, runs counter to their
spirit and objectives and is
avoidable,” the PMO said. 

PMO mi#ed at
leaked clip

A Jaish-e-Mohammad ( JeM)
‘commander’ was killed in
an ongoing operation in
Baramulla’s Sopore on
Wednesday. The police
identi!ed the slain militant
as Sajad Nawab Dar, a
resident of Saidpora,
Sopore. “During a search
operation launched jointly
by the police, the Army and
the CRPF in Gulabad,
Arampora area of Sopore,
the hiding terrorist !red on
the search party. The !re
was retaliated,” the police
said. “Dar was wanted for
his complicity in terror
crimes, including attacks on
security establishments.” 

Jaish militant
killed in Sopore 
Special Correspondent

Srinagar

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed acti-
vists Gautam Navlakha and
Anand Teltumbde to sur-
render within a week in the
Bhima-Koregaon violence
case.

A Bench led by Justice
Arun Mishra said the time
to surrender would not be
extended and this was the
“last opportunity”. The
court said it had expected
them to surrender, consi-
dering that the courts in
Maharashtra were still
open. 

The activists, who were
directed by the top court
on March 16 to surrender
within three weeks, had
sought extension saying
that going to jail during the
COVID-19 pandemic is “vir-
tually a death sentence”. 

Surrender, SC
tells Navlakha
& Teltumbde
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla took up
bilateral collaboration to
deal with COVID-19 during a
telephone discussion with
U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State Stephen E. Biegun on
Wednesday. 

The discussion is being
viewed as being part of o"-
cial consultations after India
changed its export policy
for a major consignment of
the anti-malarial drug hy-
droxychloroquine that the
U.S. had ordered for dealing
with the pandemic.

More cooperation
“Both sides discussed ways
to further enhance their
cooperation to counter and
control the pandemic, in-
cluding through the deve-

lopment of novel therapies
and prophylactics against
COVID-19 and ensuring
availability of essential med-
icines, diagnostic and medi-
cal equipment and sharing
of the best practices/infor-
mation,” said a source fami-
liar with the exchange.

India on Tuesday made
changes to an export policy
to ensure that hydroxychlo-
roquine is shared with coun-
tries that have been badly af-
fected by the pandemic. 

The statement sent a
clear message that despite
India’s policy, the consign-
ment of the drug will be sent
to the U.S., which has
emerged as an epicentre of
COVID-19. After India’s deci-
sion, President Donald
Trump described Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi as
“great”. 

Shringla dials Biegun to
discuss COVID-19 fallout
India, U.S. agree to share best practices
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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 DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2019. 
 
Key Highlights 
 
The Bill provides for the establishment of  a National DNA Data Bank and Regional DNA Data Banks for states. 
DNA laboratories are required to share DNA data with the National and Regional DNA Data Banks. 
Every Data Bank will be required to maintain indices for the following categories of  data- 
a crime scene index 
a suspects’ or undertrials’ index 
an offenders’ index 
a missing persons’ index 
an unknown deceased persons’ index 
It aims to store the unique genetic information for administrative purposes. 
It also provides for the establishment of  a DNA Regulatory Board, which will supervise the DNA Data Banks and 
DNA laboratories. 
The Secretary, Department of  Biotechnology, will be the ex officio Chairperson of  the board and the additional 
members will be- 
experts in the field of  biological sciences 
Director General of  the National Investigation Agency 
Director of  the Central Bureau of  Investigation 
Concerns 
 
Threat of  data Hacking: After the incident of  malware infection at the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant there is 
a risk of  this sensitive data bank being hacked. 
Violation of  Human Rights: DNA can play an important role in solving the crimes but it also puts human rights 
at stake. It can lead to misuse and miscarriages of  justice. 
Not Cost Effective: Creating large databases is not a very budget friendly option with limited resources. 
Inadequate Resources: Currently, laboratories are able to assess only one or two samples at a time. This results 
in delayed investigations. 
Possibility of  misuse of  DNA samples: Through DNA, not only the identity of  a person can be known but also 
other characteristics like if  she/he is suffering from any disease etc. There is a possibility that people having 
access to DNA samples, blackmail the person who has submitted his/her DNA sample. 
Single Use: Bill envisages the use of  a DNA sample for a particular specified purpose only. For any other 
purpose, the DNA sample will have to be processed again. 
Way Forward 
 
Modernisation of  Technology: It will help process around 40 to 50 samples at a time which will in the quick 
resolution of  various cases and thus will strengthen India’s Justice Delivery System. 
Multiple usage: Use of  DNA cannot be restricted to a particular purpose. A series of  situations may arise that 
can demand usage of  a DNA sample again and again. 
Effective implementation: It is required to ensure the proper storage and usage of  DNA bills. 
Securing Human Rights: The authorities need to regulate three broad areas of  concern – capacity, training and 
consent before unleashing the DNA Bill in India. 
Find the difference betweeen DNA and RNA 
 
Find out which bodies are constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act and which body is headed by the Prime 
Minister and which is headed by the Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 
 
The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), is an autonomous organisation of  the Government of  India, 
involved in India's external cultural relations, through cultural exchange with other countries and their peoples. 
It was founded on 9 April 1950 by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the first Education Minister of  independent India.
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COVID-19

In Mumbai, it’s now man-
datory for everyone, in-
cluding o!cers on CO-
VID-19 duty, to wear masks
in public places. 

Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC)
Commissioner Praveen
Pardeshi issued the orders
on Wednesday. 

The BMC has cited stu-
dies that show that wearing
masks could reduce the
spread of COVID-19 sub-
stantially. Any person mov-
ing around in a public
place for whatever reason
must wear a 3-ply mask or
a cloth mask compulsorily.
This applies to all essential
services, tra!c police and
o!cials who are outdoors
for work purposes as well.
No o!cer should attend
any meeting or gathering
without wearing a mask.
Anyone violating this order
would be punishable un-
der Section 188 of the In-
dian Penal Code (48 of
1860), says the order.

Masks made
mandatory
in Mumbai
Staff reporter

Mumbai

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Wednesday decided
to completely seal COVID-19
hotspots within 15 districts
till the end of the lockdown
on April 14. The announce-
ment, "rst made orally by a
senior o!cial, triggered pan-
ic buying among anxious pu-
blic who stepped out to the
markets in big numbers as
confusion prevailed over
which areas would come un-
der the purview of the total
lockdown. Several hours af-
ter the government decision,
o!cials were yet to declare
the names of the hotspots in
many districts.

The government listed
100 such hotspots spread
across 15 districts, including
Lucknow, Noida, Ghaziabad,
Agra, Varanasi and Meerut.
The actual names were still
trickling in till late on Wed-
nesday evening. The district-
wise hotspots to be sealed
stood as — Agra (22 hot-
spots), Ghaziabad (13), Noida
(12), Kanpur (12), Shamli (3),

Meerut (7) including some
rural areas, Varanasi (4), Ba-
reilly (1), Bulandshahr (3),
Basti (3), Firozabad (3), Saha-
ranpur (4), Maharajganj (4),
Lucknow (12) including 8 ma-
jor ones, and Sitapur (1).

The “a#ected areas” in
these 15 districts, which have
reported six or more positive
cases, should be “completely
sealed” to make the lock-
down secure, the State’s top
o!cial Rajendra Kumar Ti-

wari said in instructions to
District Police and adminis-
trative heads.

Mr. Tiwari instructed o!-
cials to review the move-
ment passes issued in these
districts and cancel those
that were “unnecessary”.

O!cials were asked to en-
sure 100% home delivery in
a#ected areas. Shops and ve-
getable mandis would also
not be allowed to open, so
there is strict implementa-

tion of lockdown and social
distancing, the Chief Secre-
tary said.

The complete lockdown
system was "rst implement-
ed in some areas of Agra and
it produced “good results”,
said Awanish Awasthi, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary-Home
Department, explaining the
rationale behind the
decision.

Confusion among the pu-
blic started after Mr. Tiwari
told media that a#ected
areas in 15 districts would be
sealed to prevent communi-
ty spread but did not elabo-
rate which areas would be in-
cluded. Many television
channels initially reported
that the entire 15 districts,
and not just the hotspots
identi"ed, would be com-
pletely sealed.

Mr. Awasthi, then in the
o!cial government brie"ng,
clari"ed that the total lock-
down would be enforced in
only the hotspots.

However, by the time his
statement arrived, people
had already started queuing

up outside shops, ration
stores and medical stores to
purchase essential items.
Panic buying was reported
even from areas which did
not feature among the list of
hotspots as the government
did not announce the
names.

Many people who stepped
out to buy grocery and other
items, expressed concerns
over the uncertainty of how
things would shape up on
Thursday. Some wondered
how the government would
execute doorstep delivery of
food and medicine in dense
localities.

“How do we know they
will allow us to purchase
even food items or medi-
cines from tomorrow,” asked
a local in Latouche Road,
parts of which comes under
the eight hotspots in the U.P.
capital.

Mujahid, a baker, said he
found it hard to handle the
sudden rush of customers.
He wondered how the sup-
ply chain would operate in
the areas sealed by police.

U.P. to seal virus hotspots in 15 districts 
O!cials asked to ensure 100% home delivery; shops and vegetable markets not to be allowed to open

special correspondent

LUCKNOW

Flag march: Police personnel in Lucknow asked people not to
crowd outside. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Centre has expressed
serious concern over the
“polarising of public opi-
nion on religious lines”
against the backdrop of a
particular community being
targeted as being responsi-
ble for the spread of CO-
VID-19 in the country.

In a note issued to all
States on Tuesday, the Un-
ion government said a sizea-
ble number of non-Muslims
was getting a perception
that a particular community
was not taking the pandem-
ic very seriously and not
complying with the lock-
down conditions and pro-
hibitory orders.

This situation was further
aggravated by various me-
dia projections and social
media posts appealing pu-
blic to refrain from purchas-
ing fruits/vegetables/groc-
ery items from sellers
belonging to the said com-
munity. This had also trig-
gered a strong resentment
against them in northeast-
ern States.

Such targeting of a partic-
ular community and its reli-
gious organisations would
lead to communal polarisa-
tion. Strict action should be
taken against any person
posting fake/provocative
posts in the social media, it
said. Local community lead-
ers should be called upon to
motivate the people for bet-

ter compliance of the lock-
down norms and also to
strengthen congenial feel-
ings between the
communities.

Referring to recent in-
stances of clashes between
the police and coronavirus-
infected persons in Tamil
Nadu and Bihar and also “ill-
treatment” or “non-cooper-
ation” meted out by a partic-
ular community to doctors,
nurses and other health
workers, the Centre called
for adequate safety and se-
curity of the healthcare
professionals.

States were told to coor-
dinate with community
leaders and persuade Ta-
blighi Jamaat conference re-
turnees to voluntarily come
forward for quarantining
which “will help clear the
shroud of distrust and alle-
gations to a large extent.”

“Following this advisory,
we have issued an alert to all
concerned to take e#ective
steps to prevent the posting
of hate messages that could
trigger friction between two
groups of people. The Tamil
Nadu police have already
put in place a model where
Tablighi Jamaat has appoint-
ed volunteers in all districts
to facilitate in identifying
and quarantining Delhi re-
turnees along with their fa-
mily members, close asso-
ciates etc,” a senior police
o!cer told The Hindu on
Wednesday.

Centre concerned
over polarisation 
on religious lines
Ensure safety of health workers, it says

S. Vijay Kumar

CHENNAI

Citizens have to act in a res-
ponsible manner with doc-
tors, medical workers and
other o!cials working to
contain the COVID-19 infec-
tion, the Supreme Court said
on Wednesday.

The court ordered the
police to take action against
persons who obstruct and
commit any o#ence against
doctors, medical sta# and
other o!cials in the course
of performing their duty.

In a 15-page order, a
Bench led by Justice Ashok
Bhushan directed the police
and authorities to provide
protection to medical teams
when they visit screening
sites or at all places where
patients diagnosed positive
or who have been quaran-
tined are housed.

Calling COVID-19 a “na-

tional calamity”, the court
said “in wake of calamity of
such nature, all citizens of
the country have to act in a
responsible manner to ex-
tend a helping hand to the
government and medical
sta# to perform their duties
to contain and combat
COVID-19”.

The court referred to how
doctors, who had gone to
screen residents in Indore
on April 2, were pelted with
stones. The order men-
tioned another such inci-
dent in Ghaziabad and in
other parts of the country
too.

Terming doctors and
health workers as “corona
warriors”, a Bench led by
justice Ashok Bhushan said
such attacks “instil a sense of
insecurity in doctors and
medical sta# from whom it
is expected by society that

they are looking to the call of
their duties will protect the
citizenry from disease of
COVID-19”.

The court directed the go-
vernment to explore alterna-
tives, including enabling and
augmenting domestic pro-
duction of protective cloth-
ing and gear for medical pro-
fessional. This include
alternative modes of pro-
duction of such clothing
(masks, suits, caps, gloves,
etc.) and permitting move-
ment of raw material. The
government may also res-
trict export of such mate-
rials to augment inventory
and domestic stock.

The court made it clear
that the onus is on the
Centre and the States to en-
sure availability of appro-
priate Personal Protective
Equipment, including sterile
medical/Nitrile gloves.

Citizens must act responsibly
with medical teams, says SC 
Court orders police to take action against o"enders 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Tests relating to COVID-19,
whether done in approved
government or private labo-
ratories, shall be free of
cost, the Supreme Court or-
dered on Wednesday.

Issue the necessary direc-
tions immediately, the court
told the government.

A Bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan and S. Ravindra
Bhat held that tests relating
to COVID-19 must be carried
out only in National Accred-
itation Board for Testing
and Calibration Laborato-
ries accredited labs or any
agencies approved by the
World Health Organisation
or the Indian Council of
Medical Research.

The order was passed on
a petition by advocate
Shashank Deo Sudhi to im-

plement free testing by priv-
ate labs. On April 3, the
court issued notice to the
government on the plea,
which challenged the legali-
ty of a March 17 advisory
capping the price for testing
at $4,500 in private labs and
hospitals. 

“We "nd prima facie sub-
stance in the submission of
petitioner that at this time of
national calamity permit-
ting private labs to charge
$4,500 for screening and
con"rmation test of CO-
VID-19 may not be within
means of a large part of pop-
ulation of this country and
no person be deprived to
undergo the test due to non-
payment of capped amount
of $4500,” the court ob-
served in its order. It said go-
vernment laboratories were
testing free of cost. 

COVID-19 tests must
be done for free: SC
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

In a striking contrast with
many countries, men in In-
dia more than women ap-
pear disproportionately like-
ly to test positive for COVID-
19, an analysis of global data
shows. This anomaly, ex-
perts told The Hindu, could
be a statistical re%ection of
relatively low testing for the
disease in India. On April 6,
the Health Ministry said 76%
of the con"rmed cases in In-
dia were men. That day, the
total number of con"rmed
cases stood at 4,506. 

Many countries — includ-
ing the United Kingdom and
the United States — while pu-
blicising data on cases and
death rates don’t have sex-

segregated national data.
However, data from 40 coun-
tries, which do share such
data and compiled by Glo-
balHealth5050, an indepen-
dent research initiative that
tracks gender and health,
suggest that the gender-split
in all countries is roughly 50-
50, barring two exceptions:
India and Pakistan. 72% of
our neighbour’s 4,004 cases
have been con"rmed in
men.

Greece, for instance, with
17,551 cases is 55% male; Italy
assailed with 124,547 cases is
53% male. China too, even
though data has not been
updated since February 28,
showed that its 55,924 cases
then were almost evenly
split 51:49 among men and

women. Another unusual ex-
ception was South Korea —
the country that has con-
ducted the maximum num-
ber of tests as a proportion
of population — in that more
women tested positive than
man. 60% of its 10,000 cas-
es, as on Wednesday, were

women. Germany, another
country that has tested sig-
ni"cantly, notes an even
split, 50: 50 in its case load
of 99,255.

However, men in all coun-
tries were signi"cantly more
likely — almost twice — to die
than women, though this da-

ta point is available for only
18 countries. India hasn’t yet
shared national "gures on
COVID-19 mortality rates in
men and women.

Experts told The Hindu
that India’s wide disparity
was more likely due to socio-
logical factors and when
testing increased and more
infections detected the male-
female gap would likely nar-
row. Giridhar Babu, an epi-
demiologist associated with
the Public Health Founda-
tion of India, said it was like-
ly that in most countries in-
ternational travellers — the
key source of the initial
tranche of infections in most
countries — were equally
likely to be men or women.
“It’s possibly more re%ective
of employment trends in In-
dia. Women are less likely to
be travelling for work inter-
nationally from India.”

Virus hits both genders equally, except in 2 nations
76% of con#rmed cases in India, 
and 72% in Pakistan are men 

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Wed-
nesday said 177 people, in-
cluding 108 foreigners from
various countries, who had
taken part in the Tablighi Ja-
maat in Delhi had been put
under quarantine in the
State.

“Within six hours of re-
ceiving the information, we
quietly began to work.
Around 10-12 days ago, we
put 108 foreigners who had
participated in the pro-
gramme in a quarantine
centre. They are being mon-
itored by the State adminis-
tration and the Health De-
partment,” Ms. Banerjee
said at a press conference
here.

The remarks came after
the Opposition political par-
ties particularly the BJP had

raised questions on the
number of participants from
the State in the event.

The Chief Minister on
April 1 said 54 persons in-
cluding 40 foreigners were
put in quarantine. Giving de-
tails of the persons who at-
tended the religious gather-
ing Ms. Banerjee also
targeted the Centre.

“A lot of people had gath-

ered at Nizamuddin, be-
cause they were allowed to
gather there… I do not want
to get into a political argu-
ment over this issue. But
what I want to say is that
when we got the information
that many people from Ben-
gal had also gone there, our
administration quietly took
the necessary steps,” the
Chief Minister said.

Mamata says 177 people took part in Nizamuddin meet
Special Correspondent

Kolkata

Empty streets: New Market wore a deserted look in Kolkata
on Wednesday. * PTI

108 foreigners under
quarantine in Bengal

Eight members of a Sche-
duled Caste family, includ-
ing two women, were in-
jured in an attack allegedly
by upper caste men in Pal-
wal’s Pingore village follow-
ing an altercation over
switching o# the lights on
Sunday in response to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
call.

Thirty-one people have
been named in the FIR.
Three persons were de-
tained on Wednesday
evening.

Dhanpal, the complai-
nant, said the call for lights-
out on Sunday was only for

nine minutes starting at 9
p.m. and they had switched
o# their lights. He said
around 9.30 p.m. around 35
people belonging to the Guj-
jar community barged into
his house casting casteist
slurs and ordered them to
keep their lights switched
o# the whole night. He said
the accused, armed with
sticks, iron rods and bricks,
beat them up and vandal-
ised the house. They also
threatened them with dire
consequences if the matter
was reported to the police.

Besides Dhanpal, his son
and daughter, "ve more
members of his family suf-
fered injuries in the attack.

Station House O!cer, Sa-
dar, Jitender Kumar said the
children of the two families
had fallen out over switch-
ing o# the lights in response
to the PM’s call and the mat-
ter then escalated. The two
parties pelted each other
with stones and a vehicle
parked in a house was also
damaged.

The police o!cer said the
remaining accused were on
the run. “The matter is be-
ing investigated by a Deputy
Superintendent of Police-le-
vel o!cer,” said Mr. Kumar.

A case of causing hurt and
criminal intimidation,
among others, has been re-
gistered. 

Violence over PM’s lights-out call 
Dalit family accuses upper caste men of assault, vandalism 

Special Correspondent 

GURUGRAM

Dharavi reported six new
COVID-19 cases on Wednes-
day, including one death. So
far, Asia’s largest slum has
reported 13 COVID-19 cases
including two deaths.

The patient who died, a
resident of Social Nagar, was
reported positive on
Wednesday.

Of the "ve other cases,
one of them is the 25-year-
old son of a positive patient,
and was already under qua-
rantine at the Rajiv Gandhi
sports complex. 

Another new case was

that of a 35 year-old man
from Dhanwada chawl. His
immediate family members
do not live in Dharavi

A resident of Muslim Na-
gar, a 50-year-old cleaning
sta# from KEM Hospital, has
tested positive and her "ve
immediate contacts quaran-
tined. More than 3,200 peo-
ple from Dharavi are under
quarantine. 

Meanwhile, Mahim,
which falls under the same
administrative ward, also re-
ported its "rst two cases on
Wednesday — a 43-year-old
mutton shop owner in Wor-
li, and a nurse. 

Dharavi reports one
death, six new cases
More than 3,200 under quarantine
Staff reporter

Mumbai The Rajasthan government
has returned the entire
stock of hydroxychloro-
quine 300 mg tablets and
25% of hydroxychloro-
quine 200/400 mg tablets
to the private "rms from
which it had acquired the
medicine for managing CO-
VID-19 infected patients. 

After the State acquired
the medicines from the dis-
tributors, wholesalers and
retailers in March, a shor-
tage in the market had
caused inconvenience to
patients of rheumatoid ar-
thritis and other diseases.

Rajasthan
returns drug
to market
special correspondent

JAIPUR
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COVID-19

India brought back 56 sta!
members and Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) person-
nel from Afghanistan on an
Indian Air Force (IAF) air-
craft on Tuesday night, e!ec-
tively winding down the op-
erations at its consulates in
Herat and Jalalabad, in view
of the novel coronavirus
spread and growing security
threats, government sources
con"rmed to The Hindu.

“A C-130 Super Hercules
aircraft brought back 56 peo-
ple from Herat, which
reached Delhi on Tuesday
evening,” an o#cial source
said. All 56 — 10 o#cials of
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs and 46 ITBP personnel
who were stationed at the
Consulate in Herat — were
sent to the ITBP’s quarantine
facilities at Chhawla, where
30 personnel from the Jalala-
bad consulate who returned

last week are also being kept.
As The Hindu had report-

ed earlier, a high-level secur-
ity group decided at the end
of March to bring back all
personnel in the two consu-
lates, close to Afghanistan’s
borders with Iran and Pakis-
tan respectively, given
heightened security threats
in the wake of the U.S.-Tali-
ban agreement, increased
activity by Pakistan-based

groups like the Islamic State
in Khorasan Province (ISKP),
as well as the return of Af-
ghan refugees from Iran and
Pakistan who could be car-
riers of the novel coronavi-
rus. 

O#cial sources said the
government had received a
series of cables with inputs
from di!erent intelligence
agencies on the probability
of attacks on “international

targets” in Afghanistan, in-
cluding Indian missions.

In Herat, the lack of medi-
cal facilities was a particular
worry, but speci"c security
threats to the Jalalabad con-
sulate after the ISKP’s attack
on a gurdwara in Kabul,
which left 25 dead, hastened
the decision, the o#cials
said. Security o#cials also
believe that the Indian mis-
sion in Kabul may have been
the intended original target
for the ISKP attackers, who
included an Indian national
from Kerala. 

ISI connection
The arrest and interrogation
of ISKP leader Abdullah
Orakzai, a Pakistani national,
by the National Directorate
of Security on April 4 has
con"rmed the apprehen-
sions that the ISKP is linked
to “regional intelligence
agencies”, namely Pakistan’s
ISI, Afghan o#cials indicat-
ed. Pakistan’s Ministry of Fo-

reign A!airs has denied the
charge.

Sources said the operation
to bring the personnel back
from Herat was conducted in
complete secrecy by the IAF,
given the threat from the
ground, and refuelling con-
straints. The C-130 took o!
from the Hindon airbase on
April 6 and $ew to Herat
overnight after a halt at Jam-
nagar. It returned on the
evening of April 7 carrying
the personnel, after taking
“full precautions” against
COVID-19, for which the IAF
personnel undertaking the
operation were specially pre-
pared, the sources added. 

It has been learnt that
contingency plans are in
place to bring back sta! from
Kabul too, if such a situation
arises. India also has consu-
lates in Mazar-e-Sharif and
Kandahar, which continue to
function as of now.

(With inputs from
Vijaita Singh)

Personnel from Herat, Jalalabad return
Contingency plans in place to bring back sta! from Kabul too, if such a situation rises

Suhasini Haidar 
Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI

Safety zone: The quarantine facility of the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police at Chhawla in Delhi. * PTI

The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
has processed around 1.27
lakh claims, disbursing
%238.48 crore in total, un-
der the special withdrawal
scheme introduced in the
wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, EPFO o#cials said
on Wednesday. 

With the country in a
three-week lockdown to
curb the spread of the no-
vel coronavirus, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man had announced a spe-
cial withdrawal scheme for
employees on March 26.
EPF subscribers can with-
draw up to 75% of the
amount in their PF balance
or three months of their
basic pay and dearness al-
lowance, whichever is less. 

The scheme was noti"ed
on March 27 and rolled out
on March 29, with the EP-
FO developing new soft-
ware within 24 hours to
process applications quick-
ly, EPFO o#cials said. 

As of Wednesday, the
EPFO had processed
around 1.27 lakh claims
that amount to %238.48
crore in total and remit-
tances of the money had al-
ready started, its CEO, Su-
nil Barthwal, said. He
added that there was “no
pendency” for the applica-
tions that were completely
KYC compliant. While
those applications that
were KYC compliant were
being processed in under
72 hours in an “auto
mode”, those that had def-
iciencies were being pro-
cessed manually, on priori-
ty, he said. 

The Labour Ministry
had on Sunday announced
that EPFO would accept
the date of birth recorded
in the Aadhaar card of a
subscriber as a valid proof
for recti"cation of the date
of birth.

EPFO settles
1.27 lakh
claims 

Staff Reporter

New Delhi 

Australia has assured India
of the welfare of Indian stu-
dents stranded there due to
travel restrictions over the
novel coronavirus pandem-
ic, External A!airs Minister
S. Jaishankar said after a
conversation with Austra-
lian Foreign Minister Marise
Payne on Wednesday.

“A very good conversa-
tion with FM Marise Payne
on our respective responses
to COVID-19. She assured
that there is no change in
the status of Indian students
studying in Australia,” Mr.
Jaishankar wrote in a tweet.

“We discussed the impor-
tance of Australia’s Indian
community in responding
to the crisis & supporting
Australians in India a!ected
by internal & travel restric-
tions,” Ms. Payne added on
Twitter.

The conversation fol-
lowed a call between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his Australian counterpart,
Scott Morisson, on Monday,
with the latter saying Indian
students would continue to
be “valued”. Thousands of
Indian students in Australia
have been worried by Mr.
Morisson’s comments last
week that those who are not
able to support themselves
should “return to their
home countries”.

The Australian High Com-
mission in India is planning
to charter $ights to take Aus-
tralian citizens from India
back home. 

However, unlike other
countries, India is not at
present allowing citizens
abroad to return.

“India will fully facilitate
arrangements for Austra-
lians wishing to return
home,” Mr. Jaishankar said. 

Foreign Ministers hold a conversation
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Australia to ensure
welfare of Indians

Wildlife scientist Ullas Ka-
ranth, an expert on tiger con-
servation, has cautioned that
a spurt in poaching during
the lockdown period poses a
greater threat to wildlife than
the coronavirus.

The warning came after
the advisory issued by the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) and the
Wildlife Division of the Minis-
try of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change for im-
mediate preventive mea-
sures to stop the spread of
the virus from humans to
animals and vice versa in na-
tional parks, sanctuaries and

tiger reserves. The advisory
came after a tiger at the
Bronx zoo in the U.S. tested
positive for the novel corona-
virus. Dr. Karanth worked for
three decades with the or-
ganisation that runs the zoo,
the Wildlife Conservation So-
ciety. 

Writing on the Centre for
Wildlife Studies portal, he
said that the issue was being
blown out of proportion be-
cause of the media focus,
although this could be attri-
buted to genuine concern.
This speci"c virus was
known to a!ect domestic
cats and it came as no sur-
prise that tigers could get it
too. Dr. Karanth pointed out
that wild tiger populations

had high birth rates and high
annual mortality rates and
the coronavirus-related
threats were highly unlikely
to cause population declines.

On the contrary, he said,
the real threat to tigers was
posed by a surge in local
poaching of prey species
during the lockdown. He cit-
ed incidents in Kodagu and
Shivamogga, reported in re-
cent days [involving sale of
deer meat.] The police were
busy otherwise, and forest
o#cials faced movement
constraints, emboldening a
new wave of poachers, he
said.

Responding to the issue,
Karnataka Forest Depart-
ment o#cials said they had

taken precautionary mea-
sures while handling captive
animals, without relaxing an-
ti-poaching activities. 

N.S. Murali, Inspector-
General of Forests, NTCA
(South Zone) said the adviso-

ry referred to wild animals
straying into human habita-
tion and needed tranquilisa-
tion and translocation. Per-
sonnel handling tiger
operations should ensure
that they were coronavirus

negative. The same held
good for post mortem. 

On the reported spurt in
poaching due to lockdown,
Conservator of Forests T. Ba-
lachandra who is also the Di-
rector of Bandipur Tiger Re-
serve said there was no
known case of poaching in
protected areas where "re
guards supplemented the
"eld sta!. The one reported
from Bandipur took place in
an adjoining reserve forest.
This being "re season, there
were 400 "re watchers in
Bandipur besides "eld sta!
and another 400 watchers in
Nagarahole, two famous tig-
er reserves, and the added
sta! would deter poachers. 

But a senior o#cial said

Kodagu, Shivamogga, Chik-
kamagalur and villages near
MM Hills and Cauvery Wil-
dlife Sanctuaries had a histo-
ry of poaching. The ban on
domestic meat sale early in
the lockdown may have ad-
ded to poaching. But the
meat sale ban had been lifted
and protection stepped up.

No reports: NTCA
“We have not got any reports
on increase in poaching,”
said Anup Kumar Nayak, Di-
rector-General, NTCA. 

“However forest sta! have
additional responsibilities
now to provide masks to "eld
sta! and assist State adminis-
tration in COVID-19 relief
work.”

Poaching, not virus, is the bigger threat, says tiger expert 
If we fail to stop the killing of prey animals such as deer during the lockdown, big cat populations will su!er, says Ullas Karanth 

Hear me roar: Tiger population can be boosted by ensuring
plentiful supply of prey and habitat protection. * M.A. SRIRAM 

R.Krishna Kumar
Jacob Koshy

MYSURU/NEW DELHI

Rajasthan Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and State Congress
president Sachin Pilot has
said State governments
should follow a staggered
approach in lifting the lock-
down as the healthcare sys-
tem may not be able to han-
dle the kind of pressure one
has seen in Western coun-
tries if more positive cases
come in. Edited excerpts:

Two weeks of lockdown are
over and another week to go.
There are reports that it may
be extended, as some States
like Telangana have asked for
an extension. What’s your
view?
! There is still a week to take
a "nal call, but my personal
view is that it is too early to
think of a complete lifting of
the lockdown. We have to
follow a staggered approach
and must not overzealously
go back to earlier ways. Yes, I
know there is a massive eco-
nomic cost but we can’t risk
the health of our citizens.
Frankly, if the rate of infec-
tions in India reach anywh-
ere near what western Eu-
rope or the U.S. has seen,
our health infrastructure
and hospitals will not be able
to handle and collapse un-
der its weight.

This disease doesn’t di!e-
rentiate between any region,
religion, race or ideology.
Therefore, the battle against
Corona [COVID-19] has to be
at a human level with all
hands on the deck. 

Okay, but former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi, in a
letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has talked of
factoring in India’s
complexities. What are your
thoughts on that?
! Look, no two countries
have acted exactly the same
way. It’s not just a question
of adopting an either/or mo-
del but work out something
that takes into local factors.

Let me give you an example.
In Rajasthan, we have alrea-
dy got the spraying of sodi-
um hypochlorite done in
38,000 of the total of 46,000
villages. We have sanctioned
%50,000 for masks and sani-
tisers in each of the 11,000
panchayats, changed the sys-
tem of marking attendance
for workers under the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) and so on.

Now, these MGNREGA
workers would be marking
their attendance in isolated
spots, following protocols is-
sued by World Health Organ-
ization (WHO), [and we
have] cleared their wage
backlog. We have also start-
ed giving soap bars with the
MGNREGA kits and asked
the workers to wash their
hands four times a day.

We have activated the vil-
lage sanitisation committee,
which is headed by the Sar-
panch, and have asked them
to go door to door to create
awareness. It takes a lot of
convincing to get behaviou-
ral change to come about, es-
pecially in rural areas.

One is also hearing of a
Bhilwara model, one of the
earliest hotspots, in
controlling the spread of
COVID-19. Can you tell us
what is the situation now and
what did you do?
! The situation is now well
under control and just yes-
terday [April 7] we released a
few patients. Once patient
zero — who was a medical
doctor — was identi"ed, con-
tract tracing, screening and
aggressive testing was done.
We had imposed a “super
curfew,” where even media,
NGOs and other voluntary
organisations were not given
curfew passes and the admi-
nistration took upon itself to
deliver essential commodi-
ties at doorstep. People with
in$uenza-like illness were
aggressively tested and bor-
ders were sealed. We en-

sured zero movement of pe-
ople and vehicles in the city.
Every household was
screened multiple times and
those showing symptoms
were quarantined and isolat-
ed. Doctors and paramedical
sta! were rotated, but most
importantly, the people of
Bhilwara whole-heartedly
co-operated. That’s how we
were able to contain the
spread. But it’s important
that we don’t take our eyes
o! the ball.

Now, such protocols are
being followed across the
State. For example, in neigh-
bouring Tonk, from where I
am an MLA, when 18 cases
were reported, we imposed
a curfew. 

We know that a curfew or
lockdown cannot be success-
ful if people don’t partici-
pate. So, we need to explain
to the people the logic but it
shouldn’t be the case where
people use their connec-
tions/in$uence and are al-
lowed to move about. The
sanctity of the curfew needs
to be maintained.

What about funding from the
Centre? We saw the
Rajasthan government
suggesting that the Centre
should prepare a !1 lakh
crore package.
! You see the package — the
%1.73 lakh crore economic
package that the Union go-
vernment announced — is a

very generic package. I think
the Centre should work on a
State-speci"c package,
where a State gets funding
proportionate to the chal-
lenge they face in dealing
with COVID-19 patients. I
think the package should be
made by identifying the hot-
spots in a particular State
and the needs of the State
government.

So far, what are the biggest
challenges that you have
faced as a government and,
going forward, what other
challenges do you foresee?
! We have earmarked 1 lakh
beds in Rajasthan to take on
the COVID-19 pandemic.
There are around 40 places
in the State that are under
curfew right now. The doc-
tors and paramedics are
working round the clock. We
will, however, need ventila-
tors, additional PPE [Perso-
nal Protective Equipment]
kits, etc., as we move ahead. 

The challenge is to make
sure the poorest amongst us
are able to get food and es-
sential commodities. So far,
we have managed with our
resources and with a lot of
people, NGOs and business
houses coming forward. But
I fear fatigue might set in and
then we will need additional
resources to manage these
requirements.

There have been some
suggestions that this is a truly
unprecedented crisis and the
Central government should
formally involve experience
and expertise available with
the Opposition. What’s your
take?
! Yes, this is one of biggest
challenges of our times and
[one that is] beyond any par-
ty or ideology. We are one as
a nation and should "ght as
one people. It does not mat-
ter in what capacity, but eve-
ryone who can contribute
should just contribute. Of
course, it should be a two-
way street.

INTERVIEW | SACHIN PILOT

‘Battle should be at a human level’
Rajasthan Deputy CM favours a staggered approach to lifting the lockdown

Sandeep Phukan 

<> This disease doesn’t
di!erentiate
between any region,
religion, race or
ideology

I Mark in Map

MSP is a form of  government intervention to insure the farmers against a steep decline in the prices of  their 
goods and to help them prevent losses. The government of  India sets the MSP twice a year for 24 commodities. 
This is done by the government to protect the farmers against a fall in prices in a year of  bumper production. 
When the market price falls below the declared MSP, the government would purchase the entire quantity from the 
farmers at MSP. 
 
The chief  objectives of  setting up MSP are: 
 
Support farmers from distress sales 
To procure food grains for public distribution 
 
CACP – Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices 
The Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) decides the minimum support price taking into 
account the following factors: 
 
The entire structure of  the economy of  a particular commodity or group of  commodities 
Cost of  production 
Changes in input prices 
Input-output price parity 
Trends in market prices 
Demand and supply 
Inter-crop price parity 
Effect on industrial cost structure 
Effect on cost of  living 
Effect on general price level 
International price situation 
Parity between prices paid and prices received by the farmers 
Effect on issue prices and implications for subsidy 
Crops covered under MSP 
 
Cereals 
Paddy 
wheat 
Jowar 
Barley 
Bajra 
Ragi 
Maize 
Pulses 
Arhar/tur 
Gram 
Moong 
Lentil 
Urad 
Oilseeds 
Groundnut 
rapeseed/mustard 
Soyabean 
Toria 
Sesamum 
Sunflower seed 
Safflower seed 
Nigerseed 
Raw cotton 
Raw jute 
Copra 
De-husked coconut 
Sugarcane (fair and remunerative price)
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COVID-19

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12904 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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In Srimad Bhagavatam, King Nimi asks Avirhotra, a yogisva-
ra, to explain nishkamya karma, said P.T. Seshadri in a dis-
course. Avirhotra replies that the Sastras divided karmas in-
to three categories. One is karma — this includes duties
prescribed by the Sastras, which one must necessarily per-
form. The second category detailed by Avirhotra is akarma,
that is failure to perform what one should. The third division
is vikarma, that is doing that which is forbidden by the Sas-
tras. 

Even scholarly persons get confused about these three di-
visions and do not know which action falls into which cate-
gory, says Avirhotra. This is because the Vedas do not tell
you anything directly. You have to infer the correct mean-
ing. The Vedas are like a sugar-coated pill, which is sweet on
the outside, but inside is the medicine. The sweetness of the
coating makes us swallow the medicine. So, the Vedas lead
us to the right path in an indirect manner. They prescribe
duties to eventually release us from karma. Doing deeds and
not bothering about the results is nishkamya karma.

Nimi asks how this can be, when the Sastras themselves
say that the performance of certain duties will fetch certain
results. Avirhotra replies that this is to motivate people to do
what is enjoined on them. But only a man who has no expec-
tation about the results of his actions will attain moksha.
Those who want to get rid of ajnana must worship according
to Vedic and Agamic rules. One must identify an archa mur-
thi and get deeply involved in worship of this murthi. He
must sit before that murthi, and do pranayama and bhuta
suddhi. He must recite mantras. He must o!er water for
washing the deity’s feet, for washing His mouth and for His
bath. He must o!er garments and "owers, and food. 

FAITH

Nishkamya karma 4 Mark for !rst sum? Cleared

!rst test (6)

5 Article on !rst page; Delhi

region often delays getting

organ (8)

6 No reason to follow foreigner,

he primarily is connected to a

branch of anthropology (10)

7 Beg, scream, stop halfway

getting detailed enough to

make up (8)

8 Ericsson !ghts damage to cells

(8)

14 Cleans without orders, acts

independently (10)

16 Professional singer angry after

getting duped initially leading

to trouble at the end (8)

17 Inmate given rule at the end,

before an issue is

accommodated (8)

18 ESI has limit? Some oddly get

a "ight of fancy (8)

22 Free to gulp brew after 1 (6)

23 A line in graph is nothing big

to start a row on source (6)

24 Relax in rest room, soon to be

empty but will be occupied by

Engineer (6)

27 Actors can always stand tall if

they are leading (4)

12 Honesty is boring; chasing

prison (7)

13 Ram has ladies’s type bicycle

(4,5)

15 To write !rst line before

second parts (5)

16 Empty? It was well-stocked;

directed to replace regiment

(7)

19 Say, boxes aggressor with no

alternative, subdues (7)

20 Discharge giving small tablet

(5)

21 British PM fell behind,

assembly ending early (9)

25 An adult gives directions to

class (7)

26 Instrument to free police

force? Not free in a way (7)

28 The french retreat’s serene,

settled to start a card game

(7)

29 After civil services exam, had

beer that's expensive (7)

! DOWN

1 Tried a hard movement without

interest (3,1,2)

2 Boy coming for college trip is

called Mark (6)

3 Writer having wine !nishes

early, before 1 (4)

(set by Afterdark)

! ACROSS

9 Informed of an empty bar to

dine, son enters (7)

10 Perhaps the painting is

incomplete, leading cartoonist

left halfway (7)

11 Constant endeavour in

arti!cial intelligence is to !nd

new logic essentially (7)
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The government and its ma-
chinery are working for wo-
men who seek protection —
Union Women and Child De-
velopment Minister Smriti
Irani sought to send out this
message through a video-
conference on Wednesday
with institutes associated
with her Ministry.

The appeal comes at a
time gender rights activists
and the U.N. have called for
the need to boost helplines,
psycho-social support and
online counselling as well as
demanded that these be de-
clared essential services so
that women in distress can
continue to access help. The
National Commission of Wo-
men has recorded a more
than two-fold rise in domes-
tic violence and sexual as-
saults and a three-fold in-
crease in cases of police
apathy in the #rst week of
lockdown since March 24.

Ms. Irani instructed o$-
cials of her Ministry to en-
sure that One Stop Centres,
which provide legal and psy-
cho-social help to survivors

of gender-based violence,
are linked with local medical
teams, police and the Na-
tional Legal Services Author-
ity (NALSA) so that their ser-

vices are not impacted due
to restrictions on movement.
Nearly 1,000 people joined
the video conference live, in-
cluding the sta! members of

One Stop Centres, as well as
shelter homes for women in
distress (Swadhar Greh, Ujj-
wala homes) and Working
Women Hostels.

Counselling help
“One Stop Centre teams
must also be linked with
NIMHANS,” Ms Irani suggest-
ed to equip counsellors
across the country to deal
with the unique problems
faced by women.

“Under lockdown, we
must use digital governance
to ensure safety of women
which must be replicated at
the State-level and with
NGOs so that there is no def-
icit of either information or
help,” Ms Irani said, ordering
a senior o$cial to hold a dis-
cussion with a State every se-
cond day. She also urged
NGOs to try to ensure that ev-
ery individual calls at least 10
women every day so that
“women know that they are
not alone”.

Centre rolls out steps for women’s safety
Minister urges activists to establish connect to send message of solidarity with those in distress

JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI

Digital connect: Personnel from institutes linked to the Women and Child Development Ministry
in a conference with Minister Smriti Irani (not in picture) on Wednesday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

As Haryana is all set to start
staggered wheat procure-
ment for the ongoing Rabi
season from April 20, the
State government is still
awaiting the Centre’s res-
ponse to its request for #-
nancial incentives to encour-
age farmers to stagger the
arrival of the produce. 

“We have sent a proposal
to the Centre according to
which, from April 20 till May
4, we will buy wheat on the
already announced Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP) of
%1,925 per quintal. From
May 5 till May 31, we have
proposed to pay an incentive
of %50 per quintal, and for
the purchase in the month
of June, the proposal is to
pay %125 per quintal. By end
of June, the procurement
operations are proposed to

be terminated,” Additional
Chief Secretary-Food and Ci-
vil Supplies P.K. Das told The

Hindu.
“We are following it up. So

far, the Centre has not taken
any decision on our re-
quest,” he said.

The State government
had on March 26 written to
the Ministry of Consumer Af-
fairs, Food and Public Distri-
bution urging it to announce

#nancial incentives for farm-
ers in Haryana on account of
staggered procurement of
wheat.

Purchase centres
In the wake of the govern-
ment’s decision to purchase
the farmers’ produce in a
staggered way, the number
of mandis and purchase
centres for the procurement
of wheat have been in-
creased from 477 to 2,000
this year. Bharatiya Kisan
Union (Haryana) spokesper-
son Rakesh Bains said that
the amount proposed as an
incentive was very low and
the government should in-
crease it. “Besides, the State
government should not wait
for the Centre to decide on it
but should instead make an
announcement at its level to
mitigate farmers’ miseries,”
he said. 

Haryana set for staggered wheat
procurement, starting April 20
Centre’s response to request on farm incentives awaited

VIKAS VASUDEVA

Chandigarh

A worker winnowing wheat
in Chandigarh.

A pest attack, albeit con-
#ned to a district, has added
to the COVID-19-related
woes of Assam’s farmers.

O$cials of the Directo-
rate of Agriculture said
farmers in northeastern
Dhemaji district reported
armyworm attack on the
standing crops.

“Fortunately, the sum-
mer paddy crop had been
more or less harvested
across the State when the
lockdown started on March
25. The armyworm attack
has been on patches where
harvesting was not complet-
ed,” said Mowsam Hazarika,
Deputy Director of Agricul-
ture (Planning and
Evaluation).

The armyworm caterpil-
lar, the larval stage of sever-
al species of moths, has a
voracious appetite. Ento-
mologists say it feeds on
more than 80 species of
plants.

Agriculture o$cials said
they were trying to #nd out
if more districts, particular-
ly Lakhimpur which adjoins
Dhemaji, have been a!ect-
ed. They did not rule out the
possibility of the pest attack-
ing other crops as many
farmers have been unable to
harvest due to the lockdown
despite the Centre’s noti#-
cation to ease restrictions
on the farm sector.

The weather has been a
factor, too.

The pre-monsoon rains
have eluded Assam so far.
“The temperature is quite
high now, and the army-
worm can cause more dam-
age if there is no rain,” Mr.
Hazarika told The Hindu.

A major issue agriculture
o$cials have been facing is
reaching out to farmers.
Fear of contracting the virus
has made villagers block ac-
cess roads and all other
gaps, not letting outsiders —
even buyers of their pro-
duce — to come in and resi-
dents to go out.

Lack of workers
This has led to landed farm-
ers getting few or no farm-
hands at all.

“How can we be sure the
buyers are not infected? So
the Anti-Virus Committee
we formed has decided to
rather use the excess paddy
and vegetables among our-
selves rather than sell and
risk being infected, which
can cost us more than we
could have earned by selling
our produce,” said Padmes-
war Deka of Kumarbori vil-
lage in central Assam’s Mori-
gaon district that recorded
three of the #rst six CO-
VID-19 positive cases report-
ed in the State. While the
disconnect is a cause for
concern, o$cials fear the
winter crop cycle could be
a!ected if the lockdown
continues beyond April 14.

Armyworm attack adds
to Assam farmers’ woes
Caterpillar eats 80 species of plants
RAHUL KARMAKAR

GUWAHATI

The armyworm has infested
patches where harvesting
was not completed.

One in every three calls
made to the emergency hel-
pline for children, ChildLine
1098, days before and during
the nation-wide lockdown
sought protection from
abuse and sexual violence,
according to a presentation
made on Tuesday in the pre-
sence of Women and Child
Development Minister Smri-
ti Irani.

The Minister has been
holding frequent video-con-
ferences. On Wednesday,
she held one on safety of wo-
men. She has already
chaired virtual sessions on
protection of children, with
anganwadi workers as well
as with #eld workers in her
constituency, Amethi.

Between March 20 and
March 31, the helpline re-
corded a total of 4.3 lakh
calls — 50% more than the

average. Nearly 30% report-
ed instances of abuse and
violence, either experienced
#rst hand or on behalf of a
child survivor, as lockdown
leaves children con#ned to
their homes, rendering them
vulnerable to physical and
sexual violence, a majority
of which take place within
homes and families.

Signi#cantly, many who
called the helpline also
sought information related
to availability of food and

shelter. These calls were
made for missing and runa-
way children, children
stranded due to the lock-
down as well as children of
unemployed and migrant la-
bourers who found them-
selves displaced. 

Safety measures
The video-conference head-
ed by Ms. Irani on Tuesday
was to sensitise Child Wel-
fare Committees, Child Care
Institutions and District
Child Protection Units,
which primarily deal with
orphaned, abandoned and
missing children. Senior o$-
cials of the Ministry were al-
so present during the virtual
session held on Zoom as well
as streamed live on
YouTube.

UNICEF’s child rights spe-
cialist Tanishtha Datta, psy-
chiatrist from NIMHANS
Shekhar Sheshadri and Chil-

dLine India Foundation's De-
puty Director Harleen Walia
#elded questions on safety
measures for children resid-
ing in shelters and measures
for new entrants to these
homes and those who may
want to return to their fami-
lies. 

Appeal to NGOs
Ms. Irani urged all NGOs to
share information about
adolescent girls in tempor-
ary shelters provided for mi-
grant labourers with District
Collectors and Superinten-
dents of Police to ensure sa-
fety and health measures,
such as provision of sanitary
napkins. She said her Minis-
try would work with the Mi-
nistry of Home A!airs to en-
sure district authorities were
sensitised to the needs of
adolescent girls who have
been displaced due to the
lockdown. 

ChildLine !elding calls against abuse
One in three callers seek protection from abuse and sexual violence

Smriti Irani

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

West Bengal’s school educa-
tion department has tied up
with television channel ABP
Ananda to hold live lectures
for the students of Classes
10 and 12 to compensate for
the classes they are missing
due to the COVID-19
lockdown.

The lectures will be tele-
cast daily from 3 p.m to 4
p.m. — with half an hour be-
ing devoted to students of
Class 10 and the remaining
to those belonging to Class
12 — and will continue till
April 13. The televised class-
es began on Tuesday and
the subject was English. The
programme is aimed at stu-
dents following the State
board syllabus and, there-
fore, covers all schools run
or aided by the State
government.

“It is an excellent initia-
tive by the State government
and is a good way of keeping
the students pepped up.
How e!ective this is going to
be will be seen in the com-
ing days, but it is certainly
better than doing nothing,”
said Krishnakoli Ray, head-
mistress of Jaynagar Institu-
tion for Girls, a State govern-
ment-aided school on the
outskirts of Kolkata.

“But many State govern-
ment-run and State govern-
ment-aided schools happen
to be in interior areas where
there’s no dish antenna or
cable, so students living in
those areas may be missing
out on the [televised class-
es], but this is a good start.
Going forward, when villag-
es are better connected, this

could become the norm,”
Ms. Ray said.

WhatsApp groups
In the event of the lockdown
being extended, she said,
schools are likely to form
WhatsApp groups of Class
10 students to circulate
worksheets so that they do
not lag behind in preparing
for their board exams.

The televised classes
could be extended if the
lockdown continues. They
are being conducted by a
panel of experienced teach-
ers, who will also take ques-
tions from students on
phone — there is a dedicated
WhatsApp number — and on
email. They will also assign
tasks to students, who will
submit the completed as-
signments to their respec-
tive teachers once the
schools reopen.

The live classes were ori-
ginally supposed to be tele-
cast on Doordarshan, but
according to sources, the ar-
rangement did not work
out.

West Bengal begins
live lectures on TV 
Class 10 and 12 students to bene!t

Bishwanath Ghosh

Kolkata

Students will be given
assignments that they can
submit after school opens. 

* GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

Mandis, functioning as agri-
cultural marketing hubs,
will open in a phased man-
ner in Rajasthan from April
15 for procurement of agri-
cultural commodities from
farmers at minimum sup-
port prices. 

The authorities will en-
sure adherence to social dis-
tancing norms and control
the crowds at the mandis.

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot gave instructions
here on Wednesday for
management of services at

the mandis and mainte-
nance of all protocols to
take care of health of farm-
ers, traders, labourers and
those connected with the
procurement process. 

He reviewed the arrange-
ments at a video conferenc-
ing with seven Ministers and
senior o$cers. Mr. Gehlot
said the farmers’ interest
was of paramount impor-
tance for the State govern-
ment and the decision to
procure the farm produce
would help peasants during
the last stage of harvesting
of rabi crops.

Rajasthan markets to
open in phased manner
Special Correspondent

JAIPUR

In order to facilitate cooked
food distribution at private-
ly-run relief camps during
the lockdown due to the CO-
VID-19 outbreak, the Food
Ministry has allowed NGOs
and charitable organisa-
tions to directly buy wheat
and rice from the Food Cor-
poration of India at Open
Market Sale Scheme rates
without going through the e-
auction process.

So far, only State govern-
ments and registered bulk
users like roller "our mills

were allowed to do so. Now,
philanthropic organisations
can purchase 1 to 10 metric
tonnes at a time at the
predetermined reserve pric-
es and lift the grains from
FCI’s 2,000-odd godowns
across the country, accord-
ing to a Food Ministry state-
ment. 

District administrations
will be kept informed of the
details of lifting of food-
grains by NGOs to ensure
that it is used for the intend-
ed purpose of providing
cooked food to the poor and
needy.

NGOs can buy FCI grains
to provide cooked food 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Prepare an essay on the domestic 
violence faced by women during 
times of  pandemic. Also explore 
what options do you have as district 
SP to curb such violence considering 
the fact that you are leading an 
understaffed police force and you 
are getting complaints everyday that 
too from the hot spot areas of  your 
district.
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After 76 days in lockdown,
the Chinese city at the heart
of the global pandemic reo-
pened on Wednesday, and
tens of thousands imme-
diately hopped on trains and
planes to leave. Elsewhere,
the economic, political and
psychological toll of !ghting
the virus grew increasingly
clear and more di"cult to
bear. 

In the Chinese city of 11
million where the pandemic
began, residents waved #ags
and the city staged a light
show with skyscrapers and
bridges radiating images of
health workers helping pa-
tients. 

More than 50,000 people
in Wuhan were infected, and
over 3,300 deaths were re-
ported, about 80% of all
deaths in China, according to
o"cial !gures.

“I haven’t been outside for
more than 70 days,” said
Tong Zhengkun. “Being in-
doors for so long drove me
crazy.” 

Some 55,000 people were
expected to leave Wuhan by
train on Wednesday. By early
morning, more than 10,000
had left by plane, an airport
o"cial said. Flights to Beijing
and international locations
have not resumed.

People from Wuhan arriv-
ing in Beijing must undergo
two rounds of testing for the
virus.

Need for caution
“We are acutely aware that
we must not relax as we have
not claimed !nal victory,”
Hubei Vice-Governor Cao
Guangjin said at a news con-
ference on Wednesday.

“We need to remain calm,
and be just as cautious at the
end as at the beginning.”

Across the Atlantic, New
York City endured one of its
darkest days yet, with the
death toll surging past
4,000, hundreds more than
the number killed on 9/11.
New York state recorded 731
new COVID-19 deaths on

Tuesday, its biggest one-day
jump yet, for a statewide to-
tal of nearly 5,500. 

New York’s Mayor ack-
nowledged on Wednesday
that the true death toll is
even higher because the ci-
ty’s count does not include
people who died at home
without ever being tested for

the virus. “We’re talking
about something like 100,
200 people per day,” Bill de
Blasio said. 

Across the U.S., the death
toll reached about 13,000,
with approximately
4,00,000 con!rmed infec-
tions. 

More economic pain was

felt. Japan, the world’s third-
largest economy, could con-
tract by a record 25% this
quarter, the highest since
gross domestic product be-
gan to be tracked in 1955.
The dismal prediction by
two economists said exports
are expected to dive 60% in
the April-June period. 

Europe has been scram-
bling to put together billions
of euros to save lives and pre-
vent bankruptcies. The
countries worst hit by the vi-
rus are among those that can
least a$ord the costs, like Ita-
ly and Spain. But they dis-
agree over how to tackle the
challenge. 

China lifts Wuhan lockdown after 76 days
About 55,000 people are expected to leave the city, where the pandemic began, on the !rst day 
Associated Press

Reuters

LONDON 

Ready to go: A worker from China’s Jilin Province, in red, with a colleague as she prepares to return home from Wuhan. * AP

Senator Bernie Sanders,
who saw his once strong
lead in the Democratic prim-
ary evaporate as the party’s
establishment lined swiftly
up behind rival Joe Biden,
ended his presidential bid
on Wednesday, an acknow-
ledgement that the former
Vice-President is too far
ahead for him to have any
reasonable hope of catching
up. 

The Vermont Senator’s
announcement makes Mr.
Biden the presumptive De-
mocratic nominee to chal-
lenge President Donald
Trump in November. 

“The path toward victory
is virtually impossible,” Mr.
Sanders told supporters as
he congratulated Mr. Biden.
The former Vice-President is
“a very decent man whom I
will work with to move our
progressive ideas forward.” 

Mr. Sanders initially ex-
ceeded sky-high expecta-
tions about his ability to re-
create the magic of his 2016
presidential bid, and even
overcame a heart attack last
October. But he found him-
self unable to convert unwa-
vering support from pro-
gressives into a viable path
to the nomination amid
“electability” fears fuelled
by questions about whether
his democratic socialist ide-
ology would be palatable to
general election voters. 

Oldest contender
The 78-year-old Senator be-
gan his latest White House
bid facing questions about
whether he could win back
the supporters who chose
him four years ago as an in-
surgent alternative to the
party establishment’s
choice, Hillary Clinton. Des-
pite winning 22 states in
2016, there were no guaran-
tees he’d be a major presi-
dential contender this cycle,
especially as the race’s ol-

dest candidate.
Mr. Sanders, though, used

strong polling and solid fun-
draising — collected almost
entirely from small dona-
tions made online — to more
than quiet early doubters.
Like the !rst time, he attract-
ed support from young vo-
ters and was able to make
new inroads within the His-
panic community, even as
his appeal with African
Americans remained small. 

Mr. Sanders amassed the
most votes in Iowa and New
Hampshire, which opened
primary voting, and cruised
to an easy victory in Nevada
— seemingly leaving him well
positioned to sprint to the
Democratic nomination
while a deeply crowded and
divided !eld of alternatives
sunk around him. 

But a crucial endorse-
ment of Mr. Biden by in-
#uential South Carolina Re-
presentative Jim Clyburn,
and a subsequent, larger-
than-expected victory in
South Carolina, propelled
the former vice president in-
to Super Tuesday, when he
won 10 of 14 States. 

In a matter of days, his top
former Democratic rivals
lined up and announced
their endorsement of Mr. Bi-
den. The former Vice -Presi-
dent’s campaign had ap-
peared on the brink of
collapse after New Hamp-

shire but found new life as
the rest of the party’s more
moderate establishment
coalesced around him as an
alternative to Mr. Sanders. 

Loss in Michigan 
Things only got worse the
following week when Mr.
Sanders lost Michigan,
where he had campaigned
hard and upset Ms. Clinton
in 2016. He was also beaten
in Missouri, Mississippi and
Idaho the same night and
the results were so decisive
that Sanders headed to Ver-
mont without speaking to
the media. 

The coronavirus outbreak
essentially froze the cam-
paign, preventing Mr. San-
ders from holding the large
rallies that had become his
trademark and shifting the
primary calendar. It became
increasingly unclear where
he could notch a victory that
would help him regain
ground against Mr. Biden. 

Though he will not be the
nominee, Mr. Sanders was a
key architect of many of the
social policies that dominat-
ed the Democratic primary,
including a “Medicare for
All” universal, government-
funded health care plan, tui-
tion-free public college, a $15
minimum wage and sweep-
ing e$orts to !ght climate
change under the “Green
New Deal.” 

Former Vice-President Biden to face Trump in Nov. 3 election

Associated Press

Washington

End to a solid start: Senator Bernie Sanders waving to the
crowd at a campaign rally in Phoenix on March 5. * AP

Bernie Sanders opts out of
Democratic presidential race

This is TikTok’s time. The so-
cial video platform which
was already a favourite of
teens is increasingly being
used by adults looking for
ways to pass the time during
coronavirus lockdowns.

Users post short videos —
no longer than 60 seconds
but often as short as 15 — to
showcase their bite-size
dance skills or share relata-
ble experiences with a hu-
morous twist.

The application, owned
by Chinese tech company
ByteDance, saw 65 million
worldwide downloads in
March, according to analyt-
ics site SensorTower.

In addition to the existing

800 million reported in Janu-
ary by DataReportal, the app
is nearing a billion users
—though TikTok itself does
not publish such data.

And though teens have
been posting on the platform
for months, it seems adults

with more free time — as
much of the world is encour-
aged to stay at home to stop
the spread of the novel coro-
navirus —are !nally catching
on.

Cecile, stuck at home in
Paris with her six- and three-

year-old children, was in-
trigued when a friend sent
her a video. Soon, she had
downloaded the app and
was posting clips herself. 

“I said to myself: ‘Well,
this is something funny I
could do with the boys to
pass the time, if only for !f-
teen minutes’,” she said. 

Celebrities have joined
the fun too, from Jennifer Lo-
pez to Mariah Carey —even
82-year-old Jane Fonda.

Social media use is up
across the board as move-
ment is restricted around the
world, but TikTok — already
having a moment before the
pandemic — is doing better
than others.

Idyllic vacation views and
perfectly framed artistic

shots — long the markers of
the Instagram aesthetic — are
currently out of reach for
most.

But the typical TikTok
post does not require a beau-
tiful background, explained
Thibault Le Ouay, founder of
Pentos, a company that
helps brands with their mar-
keting strategy on the plat-
form. 

“On TikTok, you do a
dance in your own house,”
he said. 

Many videos on the plat-
form — a descendant of the
website Musical.ly — are
amateur performances of
short choreographed dances
and lip syncs to song clips,
repeated and ri$ed on over
and over. 

TikTok sees appeal growing during lockdowns 
The app, owned by Chinese tech company ByteDance, saw 65 million worldwide downloads in March 

In sync: A !le photo of two youths making a TikTok video on
the terrace of their residence in Hyderabad. * AFP

Agence France-Presse

New York

A Bangladesh military cap-
tain arrested after nearly 25
years on the run over the as-
sassination of the country’s
founding leader will be exe-
cuted, o"cials said Wednes-
day. 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
father of current Prime Mi-
nister Sheikh Hasina, was
killed along with most of his
family in a military coup on
August 15, 1975, nearly four
years after he led Bangla-
desh to independence from
Pakistan.

In 1998, Abdul Majed was
sentenced to death along
with a dozen other Army of-
!cers over the murders. 

Bangladesh’s Supreme
Court upheld the verdict in
2009 and !ve of the killers

were executed several
months later.

Majed is believed to have
#ed to India in 1996. He re-
turned to Bangladesh last
month, a prosecutor told re-
porters. 

Acting on a tip-o$, coun-
ter-terrorism police arrested
Majed on Tuesday as he rode
in a rickshaw in the capital
Dhaka, said police inspector

Johurul Haque. 
“The formalities to exe-

cute him have already be-
gun,” Justice Minister Anisul
Huq told AFP, adding that
the former o"cer will not be
able to appeal his sentence.

Mr. Huq said Majed’s only
option to avoid the gallows
was to appeal to the Presi-
dent for clemency. 

However, since President
Abdul Hamid is a close con!-
dante of Ms. Hasina, any
mercy appeal is expected to
be turned down, paving the
way for his execution within
weeks. Ms. Hasina, whose
public celebrations this year
for the centenary of her fath-
er’s birth have been ham-
pered by the pandemic, sur-
vived the 1975 attack
because she was in Europe
with her sister.

Majed returned to Dhaka last month after being on the run

Agence France-Presse

Dhaka

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Mujibur Rahman’s killer to
face the gallows after 45 years

Britain’s Prime Minister
Boris Johnson was
“responding to
treatment”, his
spokesman said on
Wednesday, as the 55-year-
old leader spent a third
day in intensive care
battling COVID-19. Britain
on Wednesday reported a
record 938 new COVID-19
deaths in its daily update,
152 more than its previous
highest toll, as the total
number of deaths passed
7,000. 

Johnson is
‘responding 
to treatment’ 
Agence France-Presse

LONDON

The World Health
Organization’s European
o"ce said on Wednesday
that despite seeing
“positive signs” from some
countries, it was too early
to scale back measures
aimed at containing the
coronavirus. “Now is not
the time to relax
measures. It is the time to
double and triple our
collective e$orts,” WHO
regional director for
Europe, Hans Kluge, told a
press conference.

WHO Europe
warns against
relaxing curbs
Agence France-presse

Copenhagen

The head of the European
Research Council has
resigned, the EU
con!rmed on Wednesday,
reportedly in protest at the
bloc’s handling of its
pandemic response.
Mauro Ferrari, who only
took over as president of
the ERC in January, told
the Financial Times he
was “extremely
disappointed” by the EU’s
response to the pandemic,
which has hit Italy and
Spain particularly hard.

EU science
chief resigns
over response 
Agence France-Presse

Brussels

Pakistan’s COVID-19 cases
increased to 4,072 on
Wednesday, as Army chief
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa directed his top
commanders to provide
full support to the federal
and provincial
governments in combating
the pandemic, which has
killed 58 people in the
country. The Ministry of
National Health Services
said that 208 new cases
were added to the list in
the last 24 hours. 

Virus cases
in Pakistan
rise to 4,072 
Press Trust of India

Islamabad

The Afghan government re-
leased 100 low-risk Taliban
prisoners Wednesday, o"-
cials said, a day after the in-
surgents announced they
were walking out of talks
with Kabul.

The two foes have been
negotiating in Kabul since
last week to try to !nalise a
prisoner swap that was ori-
ginally supposed to take
place by March 10 and pave
the way for “intra-Afghan”
peace talks between Kabul
and the Taliban.

But the swap has been be-
set with problems, with Ka-
bul claiming the Taliban
want 15 “top commanders”
to be released, while the in-
surgents have accused Af-
ghan authorities of need-
lessly wasting time.

In a statement, Afghanis-
tan's O"ce of the National

Security Council (NSC) said
the 100 prisoners freed on
Wednesday were “tho-
roughly vetted” and had all
taken an oath never to re-
turn to the battle!eld.

The government “has re-
ceived the same assurance
from the (Taliban’s) leader-
ship in Doha,” the statement
read.

An NSC spokesman ear-
lier said the 15 commanders
were not among those being
released. The Taliban has
not yet respondend.

O"cials said the freed
prisoners were chosen
based on their health, age
and length of remaining
sentence “as part of our ef-
forts for peace and contain-
ment of COVID-19.”

Afghan o"cials have said
they want to release up to
10,000 non-Taliban prison-
ers to slow the spread of co-
ronavirus in jails.

Afghan govt. releases
100 Taliban prisoners
No freedom for 15 top ‘commanders’ 
Agence France-Presse

Kabul

An outspoken Chinese Com-
munist Party critic and mil-
lionaire property tycoon,
Ren Zhiqiang, has been
placed under investigation
for “serious violations of dis-
cipline and law”, an anti-
graft watchdog said.

The Beijing Commission
for Discipline Inspection an-
nounced late on Tuesday
that the 69-year-old former
chairman of the State-
owned real estate developer
Beijing Huayuan Group was
under investigation.

Rights campaigners ac-
cuse President Xi Jinping
and the Communist Party of
using charges such as “disci-
plinary violations” — often
considered to refer to cor-
ruption -- as a way to silence
dissent.

Beijing has stepped up its
crackdown on civil society

since Mr. Xi took power in
2012, tightening restrictions
on freedom of speech and
detaining activists. 

Mr. Ren disappeared
from the public eye in
March, shortly after pen-
ning an essay that was !er-
cely critical of Mr. Xi’s res-
ponse to the coronavirus
outbreak. The retired entre-
preneur has emerged in re-
cent years as one of the Par-
ty’s most prominent critics
in the business world.

Chinese tycoon and Xi
critic faces investigation
Ren questioned response to COVID-19
Agence France-Presse

BEIJING 

Ren Zhiqiang

John Prine, the raspy-voiced
country-folk singer whose
ingenious lyrics to songs by
turns poignant, angry and
comic made him a favourite
of Bob Dylan, Kris Kristo$er-
son and others, died on
Tuesday at Vanderbilt Un-
iversity Medical Center in
Nashville, Tennessee. He
was 73.

The cause was complica-
tions from COVID-19, his fa-
mily said.

Mr. Prine underwent can-
cer surgery in 1998 to re-
move a tumour in his neck
identi!ed as squamous cell
cancer, which had damaged
his vocal cords. In 2013, he
had part of one lung re-
moved to treat lung cancer.

His debut album, called
simply John Prine and re-
leased in 1971, included
songs that became his signa-
tures. Some gained wider
fame after being recorded by
other artists.

They included Sam Stone,
about a drug-addicted war
veteran (with the unforgetta-

ble refrain “There’s a hole in
Daddy’s arm where all the
money goes”); Hello in
There, a heart-rending evo-
cation of old age and loneli-
ness; and Angel From Mont-
gomery, the hard-luck
lament of a middle-aged wo-
man dreaming about a bet-
ter life, later made famous
by Bonnie Raitt. 

“He’s a true folk singer in
the best folk tradition,” Ms.
Raitt told Rolling Stone in
1992.

Dylan, listing his favourite
songwriters in a 2009 inter-
view, put Mr. Prine front and
centre. “Prine’s stu$ is pure
Proustian existentialism...
Midwestern mind trips to
the nth degree. He writes
beautiful songs.” NY TIMES

The cause was complications from COVID-19, said his family 

William Grimes

John Prine

Singer John Prine dies at 73

Germany to accept 500
children from camps 
BERLIN

Germany will welcome up to
500 unaccompanied minors
from Greek migrant camps in
the coming weeks, Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas said on
Wednesday. The Minister said
he hoped other countries
would also take in young
migrants. “We want to set an
example here.” AFP

ELSEWHERE

U.K. driver pleads guilty
to 39 deaths in container
LONDON

Northern Irish truck driver
Maurice Robinson has
pleaded guilty to 39 counts
of manslaughter related to
the deaths of Vietnamese
people found in a shipping
container in southeast
England last year, British
media reported on
Wednesday. REUTERS
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FALL ARMY WORM (FAW) : A native of  the tropical and sub-tropical regions of  the Americas, FAW was first 
detected in the African continent in 2016. Since then, it has spread to other countries such as China, Thailand, 
Malaysia and Sri Lanka. 
 
In India: It was reported in India for the first-time last year, when it affected crops in Karnataka. Within a 
span of  only six months, almost 50 per cent of  the country, including Mizoram, Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and West Bengal, has reported FAW 
infestations. 
 
  
 
Life cycle: 
 
In its 45-day-long lifecycle, the female moth of  this pest lays around 1,500-2,000 eggs on the top of  leaves. In the 
roughly 30-day larval stage, the caterpillar goes through six stages of  development or instars. 
 
This is the most dangerous part of  the lifecycle as the caterpillar feeds on leaves, whorls, stalks and flowers of  
crop plants. Once this stage is completed, the growing moth pupates in the soil — for 8-9 days in summer and 
20-30 days in cold weather. The nocturnal egg-laying adults live for about 10 days, during which they migrate 
long distances. 
 
  
 
What makes FAW dangerous? 
 
It is the polyphagous (ability to feed on different kinds of  food) nature of  the caterpillar and the ability of  the 
adult moth to fly more than 100 km per night. 
 
Given its ability to feed on multiple crops — nearly 80 different crops ranging from maize to sugarcane — FAW 
can attack multiple crops. 
 
Similarly, it can spread across large tracts of  land as it can fly over large distances. This explains the quick 
spread of  the pest across India. 
 
  
 
How FAW affects output? 
 
Till date, India has reported FAW infestation on maize, sorghum (jowar) and sugarcane crops. Maize has been 
the worst affected as most maize-growing states in southern India have been affected by the pest. 
 
FAW infestation and drought has led to a shortfall of  nearly 5 lakh tonnes in output, prompting the central 
government to allow import of  maize under concessional duty. Maize is the third most important cereal crop 
grown in the country and the infestation, if  not checked in time, can wreck havoc.
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BUSINESS

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250.85. . . . . . . . . 2.75

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1608.95. . . . . . -14.85

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 391.35. . . . . . . . . 2.50

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2241.70. . . . . . -38.35

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4608.50. . . -116.40

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2332.90. . . . . . . 79.55

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 461.65. . . . . . . . -8.55

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 342.30. . . . . . . . -8.80

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2775.55. . . . . . -58.95

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512.75. . . . . . . 20.50

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137.35. . . . . . . . -2.80

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3683.00. . . . . . . 99.80

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 13158.50. . . . . . . 62.45

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85.55. . . . . . . . . 1.05

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512.60. . . . . . . . -5.95

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 463.10. . . . . . . 11.95

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1558.80. . . . . . . . . 3.65

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888.90. . . . . . . . -7.20

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1821.65. . . . . . . 52.45

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.85. . . . . . . . -3.10

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2460.85. . . . . . . 15.95

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 318.95. . . . . . . . -7.15

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 399.15. . . . . . . 15.30

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 166.40. . . . . . . . . 6.75

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 631.60. . . . . . . . -7.40

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 81.75. . . . . . . . -1.25

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178.65. . . . . . . . -2.90

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154.60. . . . . . . . -3.50

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1187.65. . . . . . -10.40

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 807.10. . . . . . . . . 5.45

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 326.40. . . . . . . . . 5.40

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 4698.10. . . . . 144.45

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 16871.25. . . -167.40

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85.20. . . . . . . . . 3.65

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74.45. . . . . . . . . 1.55

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 158.35. . . . . . . . . 0.35

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1192.15. . . . . . -13.95

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183.00. . . . . . . . -3.40

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 16063.95. . . -570.60

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 436.70. . . . . . . 19.35

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.60. . . . . . . . . 0.35

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 274.75. . . . . . . . -1.45

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1705.45. . . . . . -69.75

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 558.90. . . . . . . . . 9.05

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 913.45. . . . . . -34.00

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3256.45. . . . . . -23.05

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320.20. . . . . . . . -3.45

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.30. . . . . . . . . 3.55

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192.90. . . . . . . . . 1.00

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 143.15. . . . . . . . . 2.25

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 08

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 76.17. . . . . . . 76.49

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.78. . . . . . . 83.16

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 94.02. . . . . . . 94.43

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 69.98. . . . . . . 70.29

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.78. . . . . . . 10.83

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 78.38. . . . . . . 78.75

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 53.36. . . . . . . 53.60

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 54.32. . . . . . . 54.57

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.51. . . . . . . 17.60

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

08-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 29,894 ddddddddddddd-0.58 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 76.34 ddddddddddddd-0.92

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 31.94 ddddddddddddd-3.71

Amid talks over over extend-
ing the 21-day nationwide
lockdown, the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CII)
has suggested to the govern-
ment to follow a phased reo-
pening plan with sectors
such as manufacturing and
construction, that provide
mass employment, re-start-
ed !rst.

The CII also sought a !scal
support package for FY21 li-
mited to 2% of the GDP to
support the lowest strata
and the informal sector and
"2 lakh crore be transferred
to JAM account holders.

The CII, however, also
cautioned that it was impor-
tant to safeguard the macro
fundamentals to ensure In-
dia did not su#er signi!cant
rating downgrades and a po-
tential $ight of capital.
“Since we are not going to
see the end of the crisis
soon, the government
should not spend all its !re-
power at once,” the CII said.

For lifting the lockdown,
the industry body has
pitched for a “re-start calen-
dar” across cities and States,
based on a dashboard that
can monitor curves of va-
rious key cities and States. In
phase 1, it said sectors where
work-from-home is di%cult
and which provide mass em-
ployment could be re-start-
ed to protect low-wage em-
ployment. They include
manufacturing and
transport.

In phase 2, which could
start 2-3 weeks after phase 1,
other sectors could be al-
lowed to start. “The ramp
up could be 50% employees
to start with, for about three
weeks. This could be in-
creased gradually, based on
how the curves are progress-
ing in various cities and
States.” 

Truck drivers and migrant
workers willing to come

back should be facilitated,
dhabas on highways petrol/
diesel stations and repair
shops on highways should
be opened, it said, adding lo-
gistics service providers
must extend insurance cover
of about "10-15 lakh for a pe-
riod of three months to the
workers and their families. 

To get back migrant work-
ers, the CII suggested a CO-
VID-19 insurance scheme for
three months for which part
cost could be borne by the
government and part by the
industry, besides an aggres-
sive ‘messaging’ campaign.

On the economic front,
the CII said it expects GDP
growth for the current !scal
to be no more than about 2%
with a downward bias. 

“India should brace itself
for what may be a long haul
to overcome the public
health crisis and the eco-
nomic crisis precipitated by
the corona pandemic,” the
industry body said.

Higher credit limit
On relief for businesses, the
CII said rather than the go-
vernment giving direct sub-
sidies to industry, enterpris-

es should be supported
through banks via enhanced
credit limits for working cap-
ital, additional working capi-
tal limits — equivalent to
April-June wage bill of the
borrowers, backed by a go-
vernment guarantee at 4-5%
with a re!nance guarantee
from the RBI. Additional re-
construction term loans can
be given to MSMEs and
stressed sectors.

“Our estimates are the
economy would need a cre-
dit expansion of 14-15%. The-
refore, we would request the
RBI to extend support to the
industry,” it said. There is al-
so a need to pre-empt failure
in the banking sector, it said.

While the steps an-
nounced by the RBI Gover-
nor on March 27, adequately
addresses the potential li-
quidity issues that will arise
in the system, it is eminently
possible that the pain would
soon manifest in terms of
capital and solvency in the
system.”

Stating the economy can-
not a#ord a bank collapse,
the CII proposed the govern-
ment set up a fund of
"30,000 crore “that could
be used by banks that meet
certain criteria and under
speci!ed conditions.”

Says priority must be given to mass employment sectors

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Revival drive: The CII wants a !scal support package limited
to 2% of GDP to support lowest strata of society. * PTI

Post lockdown, CII for
phased reopening

The rupee declined 70 paisa
against the dollar on Wed-
nesday following a sharp
rise in the number of CO-
VID-19 cases in the country,
which could prompt the go-
vernment to delay the lifting
of nationwide lockdown.

The rupee, which opened
at 75.83 a dollar, as com-
pared to its previous close of
75.64, depreciated further
and went close to its all-time
low of 76.38, touching the
day’s low of 76.36.

Dollar index impact
The rupee ended the day at
76.34 a dollar, down 70 pai-
sa, or 0.92%, than its pre-
vious close. The rise in
crude prices and streng-
thening of the dollar index
also added pressure on the
rupee. 

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) reduced the timing

of market hours for call mo-
ney market, government se-
curities market and curren-
cy market. These have been
functioning between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. since April
7. The shortened market
hours will continue till April
17. The decision was taken to
avoid undue volatility in the
markets caused by thin vol-
umes due to the nationwide
lockdown. 

Rupee falls 70 paise as
virus cases spike sharply
Crude price increase adds to pressure
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

With the Centre expecting
an extreme cash crunch due
to the COVID-19 crisis, most
Central government depart-
ments have been asked to
cut their !rst quarter expen-
diture to 15-20% of the year’s
budget estimates (BE).

Departments considered
crucial to dealing with the
pandemic and the resultant
lockdown will not be a#ect-
ed by these restrictions, in-
cluding Health, Pharma and
Ayush, Agriculture, Rural
Development and Textiles,
Food and Consumer A#airs,
as well as Civil Aviation and
Railways. Transfers to States
will also not be reduced.

However, several develop-
ment sector Ministries in-
cluding those dealing with
education, tribal welfare,

women and children, social
justice and labour have been
asked to restrict expenditure
to 15% of BE.

“Existing guidelines for
expenditure control have
been reviewed. Keeping in
view the present situation
arising out of the COVID-19

and the consequential lock-
down, it is expected that the
cash position of government
may be stressed in Q1 (April
to June 2020). Considering
this, it is essential to regulate
the government expenditure
and to !x the Quarterly Ex-
penditure Plan (QEP) /
Monthly Expenditure Plan
(MEP) of speci!c Ministries/
Departments,” said the cir-
cular issued by the Finance
Ministry on Wednesday.

“Any deviation from this
guideline would require
prior approval from Ministry
of Finance,” it added. Large
expenditures are already
subject to the expenditure
control guidelines of August
2017 which says prior per-
mission is required for any
single payment above
"5,000 crore.

The economic slowdown

had already spurred the Fi-
nance Ministry to cap spend-
ing in the last quarter of
2019-20 (January-March
2020) to 25% of BE, from the
earlier 33%.

The circular lists 17 key
demands for grants and ap-
propriations that will not be
a#ected by the restrictions. 

Another 31 departments
have been asked to restrict
expenditure to 20% of BE.
This includes the Cabinet,
the Houses of Parliament
and Police. The Ministries of
Home, External A#airs and
some departments of De-
fence and Finance are also
included in this category, as
are transfers to union terri-
tories, including Delhi.

The largest category of 52
departments have been told
to restrict quarterly expendi-
ture to 15% of BE.

Govt. caps spending amid cash crunch
However, departments deemed crucial in !ght against virus will not be a"ected

Human Resources is among
the Ministries told to cut
expenditure.

Priscilla Jebaraj

NEW DELHI

Union Textiles Minister
Smriti Irani on Wednesday
constituted four committees
to come up with suggestions
on how the textile and cloth-
ing industry could be re-
vived post the COVID-19 cri-
sis. The committees, with
representation from the in-
dustry and the Ministry, will
come out with suggestions
in a week. 

A textile association
head, who participated in
the video call with the Mi-
nister, said the committees
would explore how indus-
tries could re-start produc-
tion in a phased manner, the
!nancial needs of the sector,
promoting Indian brands,
and how exporters could

tap the potential in the glo-
bal market once the crisis is
over. 

The Union Ministry of
MSMEs has also sought sug-
gestions from the industry
on how MSME associations
could ensure social distanc-
ing and other safety norms
when the units reopen after
the lockdown period.

The Coimbatore District
Small Industries Association
said that the units would
restart production only
when the Central and State
governments gave the nod
and did not prefer phased
re-opening as there was the
risk of the virus spreading.
The government should
provide !tness certi!cates
to all workers so that they
can return to work.

Centre seeks suggestions
to revive textile industry 
Panels to advise on resuming production

Special Correspondent 

COIMBATORE

Pending income tax, GST
and customs refunds
amounting to "18,000 crore
are to be released imme-
diately to provide relief to 14
lakh taxpayers and one lakh
businesses.

The Centre has decided
to immediately release tax
refunds to the tune of
"18,000 crore, in a bid to
provide relief to individual
taxpayers as well as busi-
nesses struggling with the
COVID-19 pandemic and
lockdown situation.

On Wednesday, the Fi-
nance Ministry announced
that all pending income-tax
refunds up to "5 lakh would
be released immediately by
the Income Tax depart-
ment. This would bene!t
about 14 lakh taxpayers, ac-
cording to an o%cial state-
ment by the Ministry.

All pending refunds for

Goods and Services Tax and
customs will also be issued,
bene!ting around one lakh
business entities, including
Medium and Small Enter-
prises. The total refund
granted will be approxi-
mately "18,000 crore, the
Finance Ministry said in the
statement.

Pending tax refunds of
#18,000 cr. to be released
Move to o"er relief to taxpayers
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

All pending refunds for GST
and customs will also be
issued, bene!ting about one
lakh business entities. 

Groupe PSA in India has re-
vised the time frame for
the commercial launch of
its debut vehicle, Citroen
C5 Aircross SUV, to the !rst
quarter of 2021.

A year ago, the compa-
ny’s top management had
announced in Chennai the
launch of its maiden Sport
Utility Vehicle (SUV) manu-
factured at its Thiruvallur
plant by end-2020. Now, it
has been rescheduled to Ja-
nuary-March 2021, while
ensuring industrial
readiness.

The second largest car-
maker in Europe said it was
working in close coordina-
tion with new dealer partn-
ers, while ensuring indus-
trial readiness. The
deferral was aimed to
move the commercial
launch to a more positive
economic activity period
where consumer senti-
ment is upbeat, it said in a
statement.

Groupe PSA said it
would maintain the time-
line and investment for the
C-Cubed programme, un-
der which the !rst vehicle
designed, developed and
made in India would be
launched in 2021.

Groupe PSA
defers India
launch of SUV
Special Correspondent

Chennai 

The Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority
of India (IRDAI) has permit-
ted insurers to grant a mora-
torium of three months on
repayment of term loans
sanctioned by them.

The decision follows re-
presentations from industry
associations to the regulator,
seeking moratorium on re-
payment of term loans sanc-
tioned by insurers in the
context of COVID-19 out-
break. 

Considering the cash $ow
problems faced by the bor-
rowers and in line with the
recent directions of the RBI
on moratorium on term
loans, insurers are permitted

to grant a moratorium of
three months towards pay-
ment of instalments falling
due between March 1 and
May 31, IRDAI said. 

The repayment schedule
for such loans and also the
residual tenor will be shifted
across the board by three

months subsequent to the
moratorium period. Interest
shall continue to accrue on
the outstanding portion of
the term loans during such
moratorium period, HOD –
Investments of IRDAI S.N.
Jayasimhan said in a circular
to all insurers.

Directing insurers to
frame board-approved poli-
cies to extend the moratori-
um to all eligible borrowers,
IRDAI said the asset classi!-
cation of term loans that are
granted the relief should be
determined on the basis of
revised due dates and re-
vised repayment schedule.
The rescheduling of pay-
ments, including interest,
will not qualify as a default
for the purpose of reporting
of non-performing assets
(NPAs). 

Concurrent auditors in
their reports for the quarter
ending June 2020 shall con-
!rm that the insurers had
complied with the Board Ap-
proved policy in granting
moratorium, IRDAI said.

IRDAI permits insurers to grant three
months’ moratorium on term loans 
This will apply to instalments falling due between March 1 and May 31

Rescheduling of payments will not qualify as a default for the
reporting of NPAs. * GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

Special Correspondent

HYDERABADTelecom and network
equipment manufacturers
have sought immediate in-
tervention by the Depart-
ment of Telecom to instruct
public sector telecom !rms
BSNL and MTNL to clear
their outstanding dues of
about "20,000 crore.

In a letter to Telecom Se-
cretary Anshu Prakash, in-
dustry body COAI, whose
members include Nokia,
Huawei, Ericsson, ZTE, Ster-
lite, Cisco and Qualcomm,
among others, said, “Our
members have been sup-
porting various PSUs in deli-
vering uninterrupted servic-
es, despite non-payment of
their huge pending dues.”

“However, the situation

has become highly critical
now with total outstanding
dues from these PSUs
amounting to approx.
"20,000 crore which has
been pending for long,” Ra-
jan Mathews, DG at COAI,
said in the letter dated April
8. He said this was adding to
critical !nancial woes of the
telecom and network equip-
ment companies.

DoT urged to have BSNL,
MTNL clear vendor dues
Telcos owe about #20,000 crore: COAI

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The equity markets may well
be going through one of the
most volatile phases ever,
but the magnitude of stock
speci!c fall has never been
this intense in any of the pre-
vious bear cycles.

In March, when the Sen-
sex had its worst monthly
fall in over 11 years — it fell lit-
tle over 23% — there were at
least !ve trading sessions
when more than 1,000
stocks hit their 52-week lows
in a single session.

Further, as per BSE data,
more than 1,300 companies
—nearly 59% of the total
number of entities traded -
saw their shares hit their 52-
week low on March 13, which
was the most volatile session
ever for the benchmark that
traded in a range of 5,400
points on that day. Inciden-
tally, it was also the day

when the Nifty hit its lower
circuit breaker of 10% —the
!rst time ever in 12 years. Si-
milarly, on March 24, when
the Sensex touched its own
52-week low of 25,638.90, as
many as 1,133 stocks touched
their respective such lows.

Underlying weakness
Market participants believed
that the trend only showed

that there was a huge under-
lying weakness in the market
even as the benchmarks
have gained signi!cantly in
some of the recent trading
sessions — the Sensex has
gained nearly 17% from its
lows touched last month.

“In March, investor con!-
dence was at its lowest in
many years due to coronavi-
rus pandemic and its poten-

tial global economic impact,
massive surge in VIX and an
all-time record high selling
by foreign Investors,” said a
head of a domestic
brokerage.

Record run matters little
“In fact, even during the re-
cord run in January, the
mood was not so upbeat as
only few stocks outside the
benchmarks touched new
highs. That says a lot about
the current trend,” he
added.

This is corroborated by
the fact that only 126 stocks
touched their 52-week high
on January 20 when the Sen-
sex touched its all-time intra-
day high of 42273.87.

Even on some of the trad-
ing sessions prior to January
20, the number of stocks hit-
ting their respective 52-week
high ranged only between
100 and 140.

Sensex sees worst monthly fall in 11 years 
Across 5 trading sessions, more than 1,000 stocks hit 52-week lows in one session

In March, investor con!dence was at its lowest in many years
due to COVID-19, economic impact and record FPI selling. * AP

ASHISH RUKHAIYAR

MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has asked HDFC Bank
to hold on to board-level ap-
pointments till a new ma-
naging director and chief ex-
ecutive o%cer takes charge. 

The communication
comes after the private sec-
tor lender inducted Sashid-
har Jagdishan and Bhavesh
Zaveri into the board of the
bank in November last.
These appointments were
subject to the RBI’s
approval.

“We are now in receipt of
a communication dated
April 7, 2020 from Reserve
Bank of India stating that
since these are important
positions in the bank, the
bank is advised to examine

and submit the proposal af-
ter a new MD and CEO as-
sumes charge later this
year,” HDFC Bank said in a
noti!cation to the
exchanges.

“The bank shall accord-
ingly ensure compliance
with Reserve Bank’s instruc-
tion,” it added.

HDFC Bank also said that
Mr. Jagdishan and Mr. Zaveri
would continue as addition-
al directors on the board of
the bank till the ensuing An-
nual General Meeting, citing
relevant provisions of the
Companies Act, 2013.

While Mr. Jagdishan
heads functions such as !-
nance and human resourc-
es, Mr. Zaveri heads opera-
tions, information
technology and cash man-

agement functions.
Aditya Puri, the managing

director of the bank, will
hang up his boots after a 26-
year stint at the helm of the
largest private sector lender
of the country, on October
26, 2020.

MCLR cut
Separately, HDFC Bank has
also decided to reduce the
benchmark lending rate or
the marginal cost of fund-
based lending rate (MCLR)
by 20 bps across all tenors.
With this cut, the one-year
MCLR will be 7.95% with ef-
fect from March 7.

The move comes after Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) re-
duced the repo rate by 75
bps in the last week of
March. 

Jagdishan, Zaveri were inducted to the board in November 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Defer appointments till MD
takes charge, HDFC Bank told 

As per Reserve Bank of  India (RBI), an asset becomes non-performing when it stops to generate income for the 
bank. The Non Performing Assets in Public Banks are valued at approximately $ 62 Billion, which represents 
90% of  total NPA in India. 
 
What were the reasons behind the rise of  Non Performing Assets in India? 
 
In the period from 2004 to 2009, there was a huge growth in the economy, which led to firms taking bank loans 
very aggressively. 
Most of  the investment was in infrastructure sectors like roads, power, aviation, steel 
Laxity in lending norms by the banks, without analysing the financial health of  the companies and their credit 
ratings 
The banning of  mining projects, delay in environment permit, led to a rise in prices of  raw materials and a big 
gap in demand and supply thereby affecting power, steel and iron industries. This affected the capacity of  the 
companies to repay the loans to banks which resulted in Non-Performing Assets (NPA). 
NPA (Non-Performing Assets) – 3 Classifications 
 
Based on different parameters the Non Performing Assets are classified into different types. 
 
Below table gives the different classification of  Non Performing Assets 
 
Classification of  Non-Performing Assets (NPA)	 Criteria 
Substandard Assets	 These are the assets which have remained NPA for a period of  less than or equal to 12 
months 
Doubtful Assets	 If  the asset is in the substandard category for a period of  12 months 
Loss Assets	These assets are of  little value, it can no longer continue as a bankable asset, there could be some 
recovery value. 
What are the impacts of  Non-Performing Assets (NPA) 
 
Banks won’t have sufficient funds for other development projects which will impact the economy 
To maintain a profit margin, banks will be forced to increase interest rates. 
Due to curb in further investments, it may lead to the rise of  unemployment. 
Measures to control Non-Performing Assets (NPA) – Government of  India and RBI 
 
As the Non-Performing Assets is not a new phenomenon, there have been many efforts on the part of  the 
Government of  India and RBI to sort out the problem. What are the latest measures taken by RBI?



With three matches to go and
the season coming to a halt
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Chennai City FC’s
coach Akbar Nawas took
time out to share his views
about the team.

“It was not a perfect sea-
son for us in terms of results,
but a great learning curve.
The experience we gained,
even money cannot buy. It
will be in our arsenal as a
wealth of experience to move
forward with conviction,” he
said

“The start wasn’t good but
we came up well towards the
later stages. I am proud of the
team this season than the
last. Despite injuries to our
key players, we came out
!ghting stronger than ever
and the team is now more ba-
lanced,” he added.

Akbar also discovered a
few new positions of the

players. “They were a gem to
watch in the last few games.
Players like Jockson, Charles,
Sriram (the three central
mid!elders), Vijay (striker)
and Mashoor (centre back)
formed the spine of the team.
Which team has six locals in
their spine,” he asked, and
quickly added that only fo-
reigners mostly !ll that
space.

He said these players
could even make it to nation-
al team along with Ajit.
“They will be the most
sought after in the market
when they play next season.

“We are also working
closely with the management
in retaining and recruiting
players. The Chennai league,
the year before, worked won-
ders as I could select players
in competition mode. Sure,
players will go on to bigger
clubs and better income
stream but, for us, it’s a good
opportunity to analyse and

review how we can progress
better next season,” he said.

Akbar revealed that the er-
rors made from the !rst two
seasons, will help the team
come out better next year.
“Though we won last season
we did commit mistakes but
were not punished for
those.”

Mohun Bagan has already
sealed the championship this
season while the defending
champion could have !n-

ished second “We will ana-
lyse both seasons on and o"
the pitch and then see how
we can progress forward
with the style of football peo-
ple have now associated us

with,” said Akbar.
“It’s just the start of great

things to come for this club
that has great ambitions, and
you will see that in the coming
season,” he added.

A great learning curve, says CCFC coach Akbar
Rayan Rozario

Coimbatore

Akbar Nawas.
* FILE PHOTO: BISWARANJAN ROUT
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With every new day bringing
a fresh load of worrying
news, Anju Bobby George
feels World Athletics’ deci-
sion to freeze the Olympic
Games quali!cation period
for eight months, till Novem-
ber 30, is a wise move.

“They did this because
there is a high chance of
cheats taking illegal drugs
during the coronavirus pe-
riod since dope-testers can-
not travel to take out-of-com-
petition tests owing to
lockdown in many places,”
said Anju in a chat with The

Hindu from Bengaluru on
Wednesday.

“Athletes can easily hide
somewhere now, take drugs
and qualify for the Olympics,
and can later come up with
better performances.”

Big worry
Anju, the chairperson of the
Indian Olympic Association’s
Athletes’ Commission, re-
vealed that doping was a big
worry when the quali!cation
period extension was dis-

cussed recently.
“We had a con-call bet-

ween the athlete commis-
sions of various countries by
the end of March. All of us
were worried that cheaters
could bene!t. That could be
the reason for closing the
Olympic quali!cation doors
till December,” she said.

“We feel that proper test-

ing will happen only from Ja-
nuary next year. So, to some
extent, that will dissuade the
dope cheats everywhere...
even in India.”

Anju feels that it will not
be proper to conduct nation-
al competitions before the
Tokyo quali!cation process
begins in December.

“If there is no quali!cation

chance, I don’t think it will
be wise to conduct national
competitions. 

“And look at the way coro-
navirus is spreading in the
country, I don’t think ath-
letes can have enough time
to train if they have competi-
tions in September or
October.

“Right now, we don’t

know how many days this sit-
uation will continue and
when they can travel freely
from one place to another. 

“Since athletes have to tra-
vel a lot for competitions, we
have to be careful about all
these things. Nothing can be
more important than the sa-
fety and health of our
athletes.”

Stars like long jumper M.
Sreeshankar, javelin thrower
Annu Rani and shot putter
Tajinder Pal Singh Toor will
be among those who will be
anxiously waiting for the
quali!cation doors to open.

Helplessness
Anju said she was worried
about the coronavirus
pandemic.

“When you see that the
UK Prime Minister is in the
ICU, you feel a certain help-
lessness about the whole
thing. It just shows how
small and insigni!cant we
are in this world.”

Quali!cation period freeze a wise move: Anju
Says it is meant to be a hurdle for dope cheats; Sreeshankar, Toor and Annu among Indians eager to make it to the Games

Stan Rayan

KOCHI

Ready, but... Annu Rani and Sreeshankar will be anxiously waiting for the quali!cation doors to open in December. * FILE PHOTOS

OLYMPICS

Anju Bobby George.
* FILE PHOTO

Buttler’s WC Final shirt
raises £65,100
LONDON

England wicketkeeper Jos
Buttler has raised £65,100 to
help fight the coronavirus
pandemic by auctioning off
his World Cup final shirt. The
proceeds of the shirt, which
attracted 82 bids, will be
given to specialist heart and
lung centres provided by the
Royal Brompton and
Harefield hospitals in London.
“It’s a very special shirt, but I
think it takes on an extra
meaning by being able to go
for an emergency cause,” said
Buttler. AFP

ACA launches emergency
assistance fund
MELBOURNE

The Australian Cricketers
Association (ACA) has
launched an Emergency
Assistance Fund of $250,000
to provide interim relief to
former and current players
waiting for government aid
amid the COVID-19
pandemic. Kelly Applebee,
ACA’s GM, Member Programs
and Relations, said the fund
would help those who are
experiencing job loss and
general uncertainty. PTI

Olympic 800m !nalist
Sabia dies from virus 
ROME

Two-time Olympic 800m finalist
Donato Sabia has died at the age
of 56 due to COVID-19, the
Italian Olympic Committee
(CONI) said on Wednesday. Sabia
finished fifth at Los Angeles (1984) and seventh in Seoul (1988).
He won the gold medal at the European indoor championships in
1984. According to CONI, he is the first Olympic finalist in the
world to die from the virus. REUTERS

F1 shutdown period extended further
PARIS

Formula One’s mandatory shutdown period, which was brought
forward from August last month, will be extended by a further
two weeks following the delay to the season caused by the
coronavirus pandemic, FIA confirmed on Tuesday. Meanwhile, the
Canadian GP, scheduled for June 14, has also been scrapped. AFP

Sai Praneeth contributes 
"4 lakh to !ght
pandemic
NEW DELHI

World badminton
championships bronze
medallist B. Sai Praneeth on
Wednesday donated "4 lakh
to help in the fight against
COVID-19. Praneeth donated
"3 lakh to the PM-CARES
Fund and "1 lakh towards the
Telangana CM Relief Fund. PTI

Ronaldinho under house
arrest in a hotel
ASUNCION

A judge in Paraguay on
Tuesday ordered the release
of Brazilian football great
Ronaldinho and his brother
into house arrest at an
Asuncion hotel. They were
jailed almost exactly a month
ago to await trial on charges
of using false passports to
enter Paraguay. Lawyers for
the two posted a bail of $1.6
million. AFP

Crisis has burst a bubble,
says Mark Wood 
LONDON

England fast bowler Mark
Wood says the pandemic has
burst the bubble in which
sportspersons live. 
“There are times when
professional sportsmen and
women exist in our own
bubble. Instead of thinking
about fitness, performance or
the next match, our concerns
are exactly the same as
everyone else’s,” the 30-
year-old Wood wrote in a
column for BBC. PTI

Mourinho admits he 
was in the wrong
LONDON

Tottenham boss Jose
Mourinho has accepted he
was in the wrong for holding
a one-on-one training session
with midfielder Tanguy
Ndombele in a public park in
London. He was pictured on
social media flaunting
government rules by meeting
up with the midfielder on
Tuesday, even though they
kept to social distancing
guidelines. AFP

French footballers strike
deal to reduce wages
PARIS

Footballers and clubs in
France’s top two leagues
reached a non-binding
agreement over a
“temporary” pay cut, the
national players’ union
(UNFP) said on Tuesday. The
cuts will be done on a sliding
scale starting at 20%, the
highest earners (more than
#100,000 monthly) facing a
50% reduction. AFP

2022 World athletics
from July 15-24
PARIS

The World Athletics
Championships, originally
scheduled for next year in
Eugene, USA, will take place
from July 15 to 24, 2022,
avoiding a potential clash
with the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham. World
Athletics last month shifted
the event to 2022 to
accommodate the rearranged
Tokyo Olympics. AFP

Around 6,500 athletes
who have already earned
their spots for the Tokyo
Games have been
con!rmed for 2021 under
the redrawn qualifying
regulations published by
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC).

It released a rewritten
roadmap for qualifying for
the Olympics which will
be held from July 23 to
August 8 next year.

The new deadline for
qualifying is June 29, 2021,
and entry lists are due a
week later. 

Individual sports
federations will be in
charge of their qualifying

procedures.
The IOC urged the

federations to !nd a
balance between
protecting athletes who
were close to qualifying
based on the 2020
deadline and also ensure
that the best athletes
compete at Tokyo by
taking into consideration
performances in 2021.

It also clari!ed a
number of points,
including the need for
boxing to relax a rule that
sets the top age at 40 and
gymnastics to decide
whether to allow those
who would’ve been too
young to compete in 2020
but will be eligible for
2021.

IOC’s new roadmap 
for Tokyo berths
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LAUSANNE

Star Australian batsman
Steve Smith believes India is
one of the toughest places to
play Test cricket and win-
ning a !ve-day format series
in the country is a major ca-
reer goal for him.

“India is the No. 1 team in
the world and it is a very dif-
!cult place to play Test
cricket, so I would love to
win a series there,” Smith
told New Zealand leg-spin-
ner Ish Sodhi during a pod-
cast organised by the inaug-
ural IPL champion
Rajasthan Royals.

“It has been a pretty long
year with the World Cup
and Ashes, a few away one-
day tours. So this rest is not
the worst thing but hopeful-
ly it is for a few weeks. I am
pretty keen to get back to
playing. 

Smith also heaped praise
on India’s spin allrounder
Ravindra Jadeja, describing

him as a di#cult bowler to
face in the subcontinent.

Smith is hoping the In-
dian Premier League will be
held “at some stage”.“Plen-
ty going on in the world at
present, but hopefully we
can get an IPL at some
stage,” said Smith.

“The two seasons that I
captained the Royals were
both half seasons.

“Looking at having a
crack at it full time and the
Royals have a pretty good
squad,” he said.

Would love to win a Test
series in India: Smith
Rajasthan Royals’ captain hopes
for ‘IPL at some stage’

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Steve Smith. * AFP

Ben Stokes has ended Virat
Kohli’s three-year reign as
Wisden’s leading cricketer in
the world after playing a star-
ring role in England’s World
Cup win last year. Australia’s
Ellyse Perry reclaimed the
leading women’s cricketer in
the world title from Smriti
Mandhana.

Stokes, the !rst England
player to receive the honour
since Andrew Flinto" in
2005, had won the ICC
player of the year award.

Two de!ning knocks
The 28-year-old won the
man-of-the-match award in
the World Cup !nal against
New Zealand at Lord’s and
then produced a remarkable

match-winning innings of 135
not out in the third Ashes
Test against Australia. 

“Ben Stokes pulled o" the

performance of a lifetime —
twice in the space of a few
weeks,” said Wisden editor
Lawrence Booth.

A photo taken by Gareth
Copley for Getty Images
showing Stokes celebrating
after hitting the winning
runs in the Headingley Test
has won the Wisden-MCC
Photograph of the Year
award for 2019.

Aussies strike it rich
England pace bowler Jofra
Archer, who bowled the Sup-
er Over in the World Cup !-
nal, is among Wisden’s !ve
cricketers of the year. 

Australians Pat Cummins,
Marnus Labuschagne and
Perry have been named
alongside Archer, as well as
South Africa-born Essex o"-
spinner Simon Harmer.

West Indian all-rounder
Andre Russell was named
leading T20 cricketer.

Wisden honour for Ben Stokes 
Agence France-Presse

LONDON

Freeze frame: Ben Stokes celebrating the Headingley win has
won the Wisden award for best photograph. * GETTY IMAGES

The postponement of the IPL
due to the pandemic has
come as a blessing in disguise
for India medium-pacer Dee-
pak Chahar as the delay has
given him time to regain full
!tness from his lower-back
injury.

Chahar sustained a stress
fracture on his lower back
midway through the ODI se-
ries against the West Indies
in December last year, which
ruled him out of action until
the end of March.

“When things are not in
your control, there is little
you can do. So, I focus on
what I can do during that
time. I am trying to learn
new things, focus on my !t-
ness — as you know I was in-
jured and getting back. This
gives me more time to recov-
er,” the 27-year-old was quot-

ed as saying on Chennai Sup-
er King’s o#cial website.

He admitted that he would
have missed CSK’s !rst few
games if the IPL 2020 had
started as scheduled on
March 29.

“Had the IPL season start-
ed on time, I would have mis-
sed the !rst few matches,”
said Chahar, whose six for 7
(including a hat-trick) against
Bangladesh last year was de-
clared the ICC T20I perfor-
mance of the year.

Chahar said it is a di#cult
time for all but the need of
the hour is to stay safe and
positive. “It is obviously a dif-
!cult time for all of us, eve-
rything coming to a stand-
still. Loss of business and
jobs, especially for daily
wage workers. “Be safe, learn
something new now that you
have time. Stay positive, stay
in the time.” 

IPL postponement has come as a blessing for Chahar
Press Trust of India

CHENNAI

‘I have more time to recover’

Deepak Chahar is raring to
go again.

* FILE PHOTO: K. PICHUMANI

Teen golfer Arjun sells trophies, raises "4.30 lakh
NEW DELHI

He may be just 15 but golfer Arjun Bhati has managed to raise
"4.30 lakh to fight the COVID-19 pandemic by selling all his
trophies, including three World junior golf championship titles
and a National championship.
The golfer from Greater Noida
has donated the money to the
PM-CARES Fund.
“After coming to know about my
contribution, my grandmother
first cried and then said, ‘you are
a real Arjun!,’” he tweeted in
Hindi on Tuesday. 

Former Pakistan pacer
Shoaib Akhtar, on Wednes-
day, proposed a three-
match ODI series against
arch-rival India to raise
funds for the !ght against
the COVID-19 pandemic in
both the countries.

“In this time of crisis, I
want to propose a three-
match series in which, for
the !rst time, the people of
neither country would be
upset at the outcome of the
games,” Akhtar told PTI
from Islamabad.

“You are bound to get
massive viewership for the
games. For the !rst time,
both countries will play for

each other. And whatever
funds are generated through
this can be donated equally
to the governments of India
and Pakistan to !ght this
pandemic,” added the
44-year-old.

Akhtar moots India-
Pakistan ODI series
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Akhtar, right, and
Tendulkar. * FILE PHOTO

Many sportspersons have
been con!ned indoors be-
cause of COVID-19. Akbar Na-
was is one among them. “It’s
tough for all and has a"ected
everyone but nothing is more
important than human lives. 

“Of course, there is a feel-
ing of missing training, but
it’s better to stay safe,” he told
The Hindu here on
Wednesday.

Wise decision
Nawas said the management
took a wise decision by get-

ting the local players back
with their families in mid-
March. “They have been
home since then and I am in
touch with them regularly to
discuss football and much
more.”

But life has become really
hard for Nawas after the lock
down. “It’s tough for me at a
personal level as I am yet to
join my family. “The embassy
in Chennai is trying their best
to help me and my club is also
assisting me. I hope the
$ights resume on April 14 so
that people like me can quick-
ly join our families. 

‘Am yet to join my family’
Special Correspondent

Coimbatore


