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Fight against the virus
has been intense and
proactive: Ashok Gehlot
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Market cess waived
for farmers, traders
CHENNAI

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami announced a
waiver of market cess and
various other charges paya-
ble by farmers and traders till
April 30. The decision was
taken to increase the
movement of essential
goods, such as foodgrains
and vegetables, and to
ensure smooth supply to the
public during the lockdown.
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Case booked against
six Thailand nationals
ERODE

The Erode South police have
registered a case against six
Thailand nationals for
violating visa norms that led
to the spread of COVID-19 in
the city. The foreigners are
now in the isolation ward of
the Government Erode
Medical College and Hospital
at Perundurai. Seven persons
from Thailand arrived in the
city in the second week of
March and were involved in
preaching. 
TAMIL NADU " PAGE 2
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The Union government on
Tuesday indicated that it was
actively considering an ex-
tension of the 21-day nation-
wide lockdown that began
on March 25 and is due to
end on April 14, as many
States have openly appealed
for its continuation as the
number of COVID-19 cases
continue to rise. 

While Telangana Chief Mi-
nister K. Chandrashekhara
Rao had requested Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi to ex-
tend the lockdown on Mon-
day, Chief Minister Shivraj

Singh Chouhan of Madhya
Pradesh on Tuesday echoed
the plea. 

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot also called for
a phased withdrawal of the
lockdown, saying that saving
lives was important.

In an interview to The
Hindu, Chhattisgarh Health
Minister T.S. Singh Deo said,
“I feel people have got used
to the lockdown. We should
take advantage of that and
deal conservatively with the
question of lifting the lock-
down. Certainly, borders of
States should remain closed

although activities within
districts are on to some ex-
tent. A conservative estimate
and looking at the expected
spike in cases, we must go
for another 14 days of lock-
down at least.”

Punjab Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh is
understood to have con-

veyed to the Prime Minister
during a videoconference
last week that the lockdown
should not be lifted all of a
sudden and that it should be
done in three to four phases.
“There should be a partial
lifting in a graded and cali-
brated manner. Allow farm-
ers to harvest their crops but

keep schools and colleges
closed. Allow scooters and
two-wheelers to ply !rst,” a
senior Punjab government
o"cial said. 

Govt. mulls lockdown extension
amid requests from the States
Many States have appealed for its continuation in the face of rise in COVID cases

Nistula Hebbar 
Vijaita Singh

New Delhi
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India on Tuesday an-
nounced that it had rescind-
ed its earlier ban on the ex-
port of malaria drug
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ),
which is now being used in
countries such as the U.S. as
a possible line of treatment
for COVID-19.

“In view of the humani-
tarian aspects of the pan-
demic, it has been decided
that India would licence pa-
racetamol and HCQ in ap-
propriate quantities to all
our neighbouring countries
who are dependent on our
capabilities. We will also be
supplying these essential
drugs to some nations that
have been particularly badly
a#ected by the pandemic,”
Ministry of External A#airs
spokesperson Anurag Srivas-
tava said.

In a noti!cation on March
25, the government placed
HCQ on a restricted items
list, and then put a blanket
ban on any export of the
drug on April 4. The latest
decision, which was taken at
a high-level meeting on April
6, e#ectively overturns the
previous noti!cation.

The MEA announcement
came hours after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
that India could invite “reta-
liation” if it withheld sup-
plies of HCQ, for which the

U.S., Brazil and other coun-
tries have already placed ad-
vance orders.

“I spoke to [PM Modi] yes-
terday, a good talk. I would
be surprised [if India re-
fused to supply HCQ] be-
cause India does very well
by the U.S. For many years
they have been taking ad-
vantage of the United States
on trade… I spoke to him
and said, we appreciate your
allowing the supply to come

out. If he doesn’t allow it
come out, that would be OK,
but, of course, there may be
retaliation. Why wouldn’t
there be?” Mr. Trump said at
a press conference in Wash-
ington. He also told repor-
ters in a separate brie!ng
that the U.S. already had a
national stockpile of about
29 million capsules of HCQ.

India lifts ban on export 
of hydroxychloroquine 
Move comes hours after Trump warned of ‘retaliation’

Suhasini Haidar

New Delhi 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

The Union Health Ministry
on Tuesday said the country
has registered 13 deaths and
508 new COVID-19 cases in
the past 24 hours, taking the
total death toll to 124 with
4,789 cases nationwide. 

A total of 326 persons
have recovered from the in-
fection, Joint Secretary in
the Union Health Ministry
Lav Agrawal said at the daily
press brie!ng. 

Amid calls from the
States on the need for a cali-
brated lifting of the lock-
down, a meeting of the
Group of Ministers on CO-
VID-19, chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, re-
commended that the clo-
sure of all educational insti-
tutions and restrictions on
all religious activities having
public participation be ex-
tended till May 15, irrespec-
tive of the government deci-
sion, o"cial sources said. 

The recommendation

came as State Health De-
partments reported 20
more deaths, taking the na-
tionwide toll to 165, with
5,126 con!rmed cases. 

Maharashtra reported 12
more deaths, taking the tally
of the deceased so far to 64,
with 1,018 con!rmed cases. 

Four more deaths were
reported from Gujarat,
while Andhra Pradesh, Od-
isha, Jammu & Kashmir and
Tamil Nadu reported one
death since Monday. 

In Rajasthan, which saw
the number of active cases
touching 283 with 24 new
cases, Health Minister
Raghu Sharma said the go-
vernment had decided to
step up screening in hot-
spots using rapid testing
kits. Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal said that one
lakh random rapid anti-bo-
dy tests would be conducted
in the city’s hotspots.

(With PTI inputs)

Schools, colleges may
remain closed till May 15
Nationwide COVID-19 toll touches 124 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

Clinical approach: Medical sta! taking samples on Tuesday of police personnel and their families at the Mumbai Police O"cer
Quarters in Borivali, declared a containment zone after a person tested positive for COVID-19. * AADESH CHOUDHARI
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Standing guard

Former Chief Minister and
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) president Mehbooba
Mufti was shifted from a Sri-
nagar sub-jail to her o"cial
residence, also declared a
sub-jail, on Tuesday to put
her under house arrest.

“In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by Clause (b)
of Section 2 of the Prisoners
Act, 1990, the government
hereby declares Fairview,
Gupkar Road, Srinagar as
subsidiary jail,” an order is-
sued by Principal Secretary
to the J&K government Sha-
leen Kabra said.

Fairview is the o"cial re-
sidence of Ms. Mufti, who
was arrested on August 5,
2019, as part of a crackdown
ahead of the withdrawal of
J&K’s special status. She was
booked under the Public Sa-
fety Act on February 6 and
has been in solitary con!ne-
ment for more than eight
months.

Several regional parties,
including the National Con-
ference (NC), JK Peoples
Movement ( JKPM) and JK
Apni Party ( JKAP), had
asked the Centre to release
Ms. Mufti. 

“Ms. Mufti must be set
free. Shifting her home
while continuing to keep
her detained is a cop-out,”
said NC vice-president
Omar Abdullah, who was re-
leased from detention late
last month.

Mehbooba leaves jail,
detained at home now 
Regional parties call for her release

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Mehbooba Mufti

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day disposed of a bunch of
petitions concerning the
Kerala-Karnataka border
sealing case after the Union
government informed that a
consensus had been worked
out to allow patients requir-
ing urgent medical treat-
ment to cross the Talapadi
border and access hospitals
in Mangaluru.

Appearing before a Bench
led by Chief Justice of India
Sharad A. Bobde, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said a
meeting was held among the
Union Home Secretary and
the Chief Secretaries of the

States to amicably resolve
the crisis. An agreement had
been reached on the param-
eters and protocol for allow-
ing patients into Karnataka.

On April 3, the court or-
dered the Centre, Kerala and
Karnataka to confer imme-
diately and “formulate pa-
rameters for passage of pa-
tients for urgent medical
treatment at the border at
Talapadi”. The court then
listed the case on April 7.

The April 3 order was
based on petitions highlight-
ing how Karnataka had en-
forced a blockade which, the
court was informed, had re-
sulted in deaths as ambu-
lances bound for Mangaluru

were not being permitted to
cross the border. The peti-
tions asked the court to in-
tervene to facilitate free
movement of vehicles carry-
ing persons who need ur-
gent medical treatment
across the border.

Karnataka argued that the
blockade was put in place in
the interest of public health.
The situation regarding co-
ronavirus was “really dire”.
Kerala was the “worst-a#ect-
ed” State in the country,
with nearly 194 coronavirus
cases. In this, Kasaragod, ad-
joining Karnataka, was the
“worst-a#ected” district of
Kerala with over 100 positive
cases, it said.

Kerala-Karnataka border row
sorted out, Centre informs SC
‘Agreement has been reached on protocol to allow patients’

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

The AIIMS medical sta#
have been asked to reuse
protective equipment. A
circular said they will be
provided with only !ve N-95
masks each for 20 days. The
masks are to be disinfected
and reused at least four
times each. " Page 9

Reuse masks,
AIIMS sta" told

The time is not yet ripe for
the “full withdrawal of the
lockdown” and it should be
gradual and phased to
ensure that the case load is
always kept below the capa–
city of the healthcare system
to deal with it, a Kerala task
force has said. " page 5

Kerala panel for
phased reversal

The International Criminal
Police Organization has
warned member countries
that cybercriminals were
attempting to target
hospitals and institutions on
the front lines of the !ght
against COVID-19 with
ransomware. " page 10

‘Beware of
cyberattacks’

MOVE SLAMMED " PAGE 8

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

OPPORTUNITIES " PAGE 3

A day after the Centre pro-
mulgated an ordinance sus-
pending MPLADS for two
years, Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami on Tuesday said he
had ordered pooling of $1
crore each from the MLA
Constituency Development
Scheme (MLACDS) funds of
all legislators towards pre-
cautionary and relief mea-
sures being taken against
COVID-19.

In a statement, Mr. Pala-
niswami said $1 crore from
each MLACDS fund would
be used to meet the expens-
es incurred in the !ght
against COVID-19.

The Chief Minister’s state-

ment came shortly after
DMK president and Leader
of the Opposition M.K. Sta-
lin tweeted, alleging that
funds allotted by DMK MLA
V. Senthil Balaji were being
turned down by the district
administration. 

The Chief Minister clari-
!ed that the funds were to
be integrated at the district
and State levels and spent
on the !ght against
COVID-19.

Speaking to The Hindu, a
DMK MLA said: “When the
entire State is facing the
threat of novel coronavirus,
how can the government
take away the already paltry
funds allotted to us?”

T.N. to pool !1 crore each
from MLACDS funds
Money to be spent to "ght COVID-19
Special correspondent

CHENNAI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2

For the fourth consecutive
day, Tamil Nadu reported a
death due to COVID-19. A 64-
year-old woman, who had
no travel history but came
from one of the “high-risk
areas”, died at Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hospi-
tal on Tuesday even as the
State’s tally of cases surged
to 690 with 69 additions. 

“The patient from Chen-
nai was in the hospital for 1.5
hours. The woman had co-
morbid conditions of dia-
betes and hypertension. She
did not have a travel history
but had a contact history.
She was from one of the

high-risk areas and we are in
the process of identifying
her contact,” Health Secre-
tary Beela Rajesh told repor-
ters. With this, a total of se-
ven persons, who had tested

positive for COVID-19, have
died in the State. 

“We are doing a continu-
ous audit of every death. We
have a 10-member expert
committee comprising doc-
tors from the government
and private sectors. We held
a meeting today and they
have revised the guidelines.
We have increased the pro-
tocols for treatment and
monitoring. We are analys-
ing these deaths to prevent
further deaths,” Dr. Rajesh
said. As on date, 19 persons
had been discharged from
hospitals after treatment,
she added. 

One more death, 69 new
COVID-19 cases in T.N. 
Deceased had contact history, came from a high-risk area

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

A woman prays in front of a
church at Virugambakkam.

* R. RAVINDRAN

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2













































































Interpol is the world’s largest international police organization, with 184 member countries. 
Established in 1923, it enables cross-border police cooperation, and supports and assists all 
organisations, authorities and services whose mission is to prevent or combat international crime. 
Interpol has objectives to facilitate international police co-operation even where diplomatic relations 
are not present between certain countries. Action is taken within the limits of  existing laws in different 
countries and in the spirit of  the Universal Declaration of  Human Rights. Interpol’s constitution 
prohibits ‘any intervention or activities of  a political, military, religious or racial character.’ 
 
 
 
Cess is a form of  tax charged/levied over and above the base tax liability of  a taxpayer. A cess is usually 
imposed additionally when the state or the central government looks to raise funds for specific 
purposes. For example, the government levies an education cess to generate additional revenue for 
funding primary, secondary, and higher education. Cess is not a permanent source of  revenue for the 
government, and it is discontinued when the purpose levying it is fulfilled. It can be levied on both 
indirect and direct taxes. 
The government can impose cess for purposes such as disaster relief, generating funds for cleaning 
rivers, etc. For example, after Kerala floods in the year 2018, the state government imposed a 1% 
calamity cess on GST and became the first state to do it. In other instances, the central government 
may levy an education cess, or a health cess, or a sanitation cess. All these levies are usually imposed 
as a percentage of  the taxpayer’s basic tax liability. Under the GST (Goods and Services Tax) regime, 
certain sin goods and luxury items also attract a cess.
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Of the 69 new cases, 63 were
linked to the “single source
event” (the Delhi confe-
rence). This included those
who attended the event and
their contacts. Of the re-
maining six persons, the
source of infection had been
identi!ed for three of a fami-
ly from Thoothukudi. One
person had inter-State travel
history, another had contact
with an international travell-
er and for one more person,
tracking was under way, she
added.

Six persons - four women
and two males - from
Thoothukudi, !ve persons -
two men and three women -
from Madurai, three persons
- two men and a woman -
from Thanjavur, 13 men

from Tiruppur, one person
from Coimbatore, 39 per-
sons - 22 women and 17 men
- from Chennai and two per-
sons from Ranipet have test-
ed positive. 

A total of 1,630 samples
from persons who attended
the “single source event”
and their contacts were sent
for testing. Of this, 636 had
tested positive, 961 negative
and 33 were under process,
she said, adding that more
persons were coming in.

Overall, a total of 5,305
samples were tested till date
in the State, of which 201
were under process. A total
of 1,864 persons were admit-
ted to isolation wards in hos-
pitals across the State. 

Chennai witnessed anoth-

er surge in the number of
cases. With 39 more persons
testing positive on Tuesday,
the city’s tally of positive cas-
es increased to 149. Coimba-
tore was second with 60 cas-
es, followed by Dindigul with
45. Tirunelveli had 38 cases
and Erode had 32. 

Containment activities
were expanded to 34 dis-
tricts, covering 15 lakh hou-
seholds and a population of
53 lakh persons. A total of
30,369 !eld workers were in-
volved. 

Testing facilities
In addition to the 17 existing
testing facilities, T.N. got two
more laboratories - IRT, Pe-
rundurai and a private labo-
ratory, the Health Secretary

said. 
The State had the most

number of testing centres
and testing kits, she said. 

On the rapid test kits, she
said a video-conference was
held with microbiologists
and lab technicians in dis-
tricts. “We are working out a
micro plan. We have also in-
volved Anna University and
are doing GIS mapping up to
the level of house, street and
number of buildings,” she
said. 

As on date, a total of
66,430 persons were under
home quarantine in the
State, and another 253 in go-
vernment quarantine facili-
ties. A total of 27,416 persons
had completed the 28-day
home quarantine. 

One more death, 69 new COVID-19 cases in T.N. 

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Tuesday
announced a waiver of the
market cess and various
other charges payable by
farmers and traders till
April 30. The decision was
taken to increase the
movement of essential
foodgrains, vegetables and
fruits and to ensure the
smooth supply of such
commodities to the public
during the ongoing CO-
VID-19 lockdown.

In a statement, Mr. Pala-
niswami announced that
the 1% market cess levied
on traders who win bids
for agricultural produce
from farmers in as many as
272 markets across the
State will be waived.

A senior government of-
!cial explained that the
waiver of the cess was
aimed at encouraging
more people to take part in
the bidding process. The
o"cial added that even if
the lockdown is lifted after
April 14, the concessions
would remain in place till
April 30.

Cold storage facilities 
Mr. Palaniswami also an-
nounced a waiver of the
charges collected from
farmers for storing their
agricultural produce in
cold storage facilities in va-
rious districts. Since many
farmers were not getting a
good price for their pro-
duce, they could avail
themselves of these facili-
ties for free, he said. 

The Chief Minister said
farmer producer organisa-

tions (FPOs) will be grant-
ed loans of up to #10 lakh
so that they could get some
working capital. 

An additional 500 mo-

bile units for selling veget-
ables and fruits will be in-
troduced in urban areas,
he added.

Farmers could call the
State-wide helplines 044-
22253884, 22253885,
22253496 and
9500091904 between 10
a.m. and 6 p.m. for any as-
sistance relating to agricul-
ture and horticulture.

Traders, ryots don’t have 
to pay charges till Apr. 30
CM announces waiver of market cess, various other levies

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

<> Even if the
lockdown is lifted

after April 14, the
concessions will remain
in place till April 30,
o!cials said

Three doctors have
tested positive for the
coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) in Tamil
Nadu so far,
according to Health
Secretary Beela
Rajesh.

Addressing the
media on Tuesday,
she said all three,
including a railway
doctor, had come into
contact with persons
connected to the
single source event (a
conference at
Nizamuddin in Delhi).
While two of them
were from
Thoothukudi, the
third was from Erode,
she said later in the
day. 

Thai link
According to the
Health Department,
the 29-year-old
railway doctor had
come into contact
with a 63-year-old
person, a co-traveller
of two Thailand
nationals who later
tested positive, at the
Erode Railway
Station. 

When asked if any
of the sta$ deployed
at airports had tested
positive for COVID-19,
she said two or three
persons who worked
at the airport had
tested positive.

One of them hailed
from Kanniyakumari,
she said.

‘3 doctors
have tested
positive in
Tamil Nadu’

Special
Correspondent

CHENNAI 

The Tamil Nadu Real Estate
Regulatory Authority has
extended by !ve months the
deadline for the completion
of registered projects, in the
wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the consequen-
tial force majeure.

“All registrations which
were valid as of February 1
are extended automatically
up to June 30. The validity
of the registration will also
be coterminous, with the re-
vised completion date,” the
authority said in a circular.

The deadlines for all oth-
er statutory compliances in

accordance with the Act,
due in March and June, have
been extended up to Sep-
tember 2020.

“We had sought an exten-
sion for six months, and
they have given !ve
months. Most construction
workers are being taken
care of at the project sites.
Once the lockdown is lifted,
we hope to resume opera-
tions at the earliest,” S.
Sridharan, chairman, CRE-
DAI Tamil Nadu, said.

Builder's responsibility
K. Vaitheeswaran, advocate
and tax consultant, pointed
out that the builder’s res-

ponsibility towards the
home buyer depends on the
terms of the contract they
had entered into. 

“It is advisable for the
real-estate developer to exa-
mine the contracts and ex-
plore the possibility of send-
ing out a notice to
customers, intimating them
about the impossibility of
performance due to a force
majeure event. It is perti-
nent to mention that most
contracts are structured in a
manner that require such
intimations to be sent in or-
der to validly invoke the
force majeure clause,” he
added.

TNRERA’s decision comes in the wake of COVID-19 outbreak

Sanjay Vijayakumar

CHENNAI

Deadline for completion of registered
real-estate projects deferred by 5 months

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Tuesday
reiterated his appeal for do-
nations to the Chief Minis-
ter's Public Relief Fund
(CMPRF) to aid the e$orts to
combat the spread of
COVID-19.

“The precautionary mea-
sures will be strengthened
in the coming days. The Ta-
mil Nadu government needs
the participation of indus-
trialists, leading private
companies, NGOs, donors
and the people of Tamil Na-
du to e"ciently adopt these
precautionary measures,”
Mr. Palaniswami said in a
statement.

Noting that many have al-
ready pitched in, he said,
“Children and students
have come forward to do-
nate whatever amount they
can.” 

The CM had previously
appealed for donations on
March 27.

While the donations
made from within the coun-
try would be 100% exempt-
ed for tax under Section
80G of the Income Tax Act,
contributions from NRIs
would be eligible for tax ex-
emption under Section 50
of the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010, an
o"cial press release said.
Contributions could be
made online using credit/

debit card or through Elec-
tronic Clearing Service
(ECS) or demand draft.

Those who wish to con-
tribute through net banking
or credit/debit card could
do so by visiting https://ere-
ceipt.tn.gov.in/cmprf/

BAINBB0001 for the Indian
Overseas Bank, Central Of-
!ce, Chennai. 

Those who do not wish to
use any of the abovemen-
tioned options could send a
demand draft to Deputy Se-
cretary to Government and
Treasurer, Chief Minister's
Public Relief Fund, Finance
Department, Tamil Nadu
Government, Secretariat,
Chennai 600009, Tamil Na-
du, India. 

Donors could e-mail the
details of the transactions to
dspaycell.!ndpt@tn.gov.in 

The CMPRF has received
funds to the tune of #79.74
crore so far. In the last four
days alone, it has received
#17.44 crore.

cmprf.html. For those who
wish to use the ECS option,
the details of the bank are as
follows: Indian Overseas
Bank, Secretariat Branch,
Chennai 600009. The sav-
ings account number is
117201000000070, the IFSC
is IOBA0001172 and the
CMPRF’s PAN is
AAAGC0038F.

Those who opt for ECS
are requested to provide the
following details: name,
amount contributed, bank
and branch, date of deposit,
acknowledgement number,
full postal address and e-
mail ID.

NRIs wishing to donate
could do so by using the
SWIFT Code IO-

CM renews appeal for donations to !ght COVID-19 
Precautionary measures will be strengthened in the coming days, says Palaniswami

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Edappadi K. Palaniswami

The government should
have instead said that a ma-
jority of the funds should be
spent on COVID-19-related
expenses within our respec-
tive constituencies, he said.

The legislator recalled an
incident last week, when his
request to use his MLACDS

funds for disinfectants and
personal protective equip-
ment for conservancy work-
ers in his constituency was
turned down by the district
collector. "Instead of issuing
an announcement making it
mandatory to use the funds
for COVID-19, this announce-

scheme, the funds are to be
spent on tied and untied
components. Funds to the
tune of #1.5 crore in the tied
components basket are to be
spent on infrastructure, an-
ganwadis, kitchens in
schools and drinking water
supply, among others. 

ment by the CM shows how
his plan is %awed and how
this government is blindly
following the PM without a
clear plan,” the MLA said.

Every MLA is allotted #3
crore under MLACDS. Ac-
cording to the guidelines is-
sued in June last year for the

T.N. to pool MLACDS funds to combat pandemic

A select group of o"cials
from the Police, Revenue
and Health Departments
have been tasked with the
process of !nding order in a
chaotic environment. They
have built manageable cate-
gories of the people who had
attended the Tablighi Jamaat
conference at Nizamuddin in
Delhi, in an attempt to !rst
understand the issue and
then handle it.

According to sources, the
team has split the Delhi con-
ference attendees into four
basic categories. In the !rst
category, they have slotted
the foreign preachers who
had been in Delhi and had

come to Tamil Nadu after the
conference. Some of them
had visited the local mos-
ques, and they were said to
have arrived a little earlier
than the others. In terms of
numbers, this is the smallest

group among the Tablighi Ja-
maat in Tamil Nadu.

The second category com-
prises a set of people from
Tamil Nadu who had gone to
Malaysia and Indonesia to at-
tend conferences there, but
had returned after those
events were called o$ or cut
short. This is a small group,
but has more members than

the !rst category of people. 
Sources say the third cate-

gory comprises people from
other States who had attend-
ed the conference at Niza-
muddin Markaz, but had
landed in Tamil Nadu and
are currently here. This
group is roughly the size of
the !rst two groups put to-
gether, it is learnt.

The !nal and the largest
category of people is a set of
Tamilians who had visited
Delhi and returned. They
had reportedly attended the
last few days of the seminar,
and possibly landed in Tamil
Nadu between March 21 and
23. Since this was close to the
‘Janata Curfew’ and the sub-
sequent lockdown, it is be-

lieved that they may not have
had too much time to min-
gle. Their samples are being
tested, and contact tracing of
their family and travel mates
is on, according to o"cials.

The Chief Minister’s ap-
peal to people who had at-
tended the Nizamuddin con-
ference to reveal details
about themselves seems to
have had the desired e$ect,
and many who may have
been omitted from a count
have now been included.
This list has turned out to be
distinct from what the spe-
cial task force had prepared,
o"cials say. 

But for this fortunate turn
of events, the entire list may
have still been in the making.

It took time and e!ort; CM’s appeal for voluntary disclosure helped 

Ramya Kannan

CHENNAI

Cracking the Delhi puzzle 

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Tuesday issued
an order exempting
shops on highways in-
volved in repairing
trucks, preferably at fuel
pumps, from the lock-
down aimed at curbing
the spread of the corona-
virus disease. 

The decision is expect-
ed to remove glitches in
the movement of trucks
carrying essential sup-
plies and the transport of
fuel to various parts of
the State.

In a Government Or-
der, Chief Secretary K.
Shanmugam said shops
dealing in agricultural
machinery, their spare
parts (including the sup-
ply chain) and repairs
can remain open as well.

The Government Or-
der also allowed the tea
industry, including plan-
tations with a maximum
of 50% of their workers,
to function.

The heads of establish-
ments must ensure phys-
ical distancing and prop-
er hygiene.

Truck repair
shops can
function, says
government

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Cases were registered
against six Thai and 11 Indo-
nesian nationals in Erode
and Salem, respectively, on
Tuesday. 

The Erode South police
registered a case against six
Thai nationals for violating
visa norms and having been
involved in religious
preaching that had even-

tually led to the spread of
COVID-19 in the city. The ac-
cused foreigners are now in
the isolation ward of the
Government Erode Medical
College and Hospital at
Perundurai.

Seven persons from Thai-
land had arrived in the city
in the second week of
March and had been in-
volved in preaching activi-
ties. They had visited two

the six had arrived in the ci-
ty on a tourist visa, but had
violated their visa norms.
Despite knowing that they
were infected by the virus,
they spread it to others, she
added.

The police registered a
case under Sections 269
(negligent act likely to
spread infection of disease
dangerous to life), 270 (ma-
lignant act likely to spread

infection of disease danger-
ous to life) and 278 (making
atmosphere noxious to
health) of the Indian Penal
Code and Para 1-25 and 19.8
of The Visa Manual 2019 r/w
Section 13(1), (2) and 14 of
The Foreigner’s Act 1946
and 134, 135 of the Tamil Na-
du Public Health Act, 1939.

In Salem, the city police
registered a case against 18
persons, including 11 Indo-

nesian nationals.
Based on the complaint

of the Village Administrator
O"cer of Kitchipalayam,
the police registered a case
against 11 Indonesians, who
had come here to preach Is-
lam, their guide from Chen-
nai and their local contacts. 

They were booked for
spreading epidemic disease
and %outing visa rules,
among other charges.

the other three tested nega-
tive. Some of those who had
been in direct contact with
them also tested positive,
leading to the home qua-
rantining of over 30,000
persons in the city. As many
as 32 persons have tested
positive in the district so far.

‘Knowingly spread virus’
In her complaint, Erode
Tahsildar Parimaladevi said

dargahs and a few houses in
the city. Later, one of them
developed fever and was
admitted to the Coimbatore
Medical College and Hospi-
tal, but tested negative for
COVID-19. However, he later
died due to complications
of diabetic nephropathy
and septicaemia.

The other six were admit-
ted to the ward. Three of
them tested positive, while

Cases "led against 6 Thai nationals in Erode, 11 Indonesian citizens in Salem
Staff Reporter 

ERODE/SALEM

By suspending the MPLADS
for two years, the Centre has
deprived the MPs of their
rights and powers, DMK pre-
sident M.K. Stalin said on
Tuesday. 

“The MPLADS fund is es-
sential for implementing
projects in various consti-
tuencies for the bene!t of
the people,” he said. The
cancellation of the fund will
come in the way of ful!lling
ordinary people’s de-
mands,” he added.

Many MPs from Opposi-
tion parties in Tamil Nadu

have also criticised the
Centre’s move. VCK leader
and Chidambaram MP Thol.
Thirumavalavan said the de-
cision contradicted a circu-
lar issued two weeks ago, al-
lowing MPs to utilise the
MPLADS funds to address
COVID-19-related challenges
in their respective consti-
tuencies. Madurai MP from
the CPI(M) Su. Venkatesan
accused the Union govern-
ment of centralising power
at a time when it should be
decentralising it.

DMK Chennai South MP
Thamizhachi Thangapan-
dian said, “All of us are with

the government in this !ght
against COVID-19. We realise
that this is not the time to
criticise [the government].
However, there is sound rea-
soning for why this decision
is wrong.” 

“When an all-party meet-
ing has been scheduled for
April 8, why announce this
decision without consulta-
tion?” she asked.

Congress MP from Tiruchi
Su. Thirunavukkarasar said
the Centre’s decision had
turned MPs into mere cou-
riers for forwarding the peo-
ple’s demands to those in
power. 

Legislators from Opposition parties condemn move

Special correspondent

CHENNAI

Centre has taken MPs’ rights away 
by suspending MPLADS, says Stalin
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WEDNESDAY, APR. 08

RISE 06:01 SET 18:21

RISE 18:47 SET 06:11

THURSDAY, APR. 09

RISE 06:00 SET 18:21

RISE 19:48 SET 07:00

FRIDAY, APR. 10

RISE 06:00 SET 18:21

RISE 20:49 SET 07:50
After a section of residents
expressed apprehensions
that the deployment of
16,000 workers of the Chen-
nai Corporation to carry out
a COVID-19 symptoms sur-
vey might actually cause the
disease to spread, public
health experts clari!ed that
as long as physical distance
was maintained, and masks
used, there was no risk.

V. Ramasubramanian,
consultant, Infectious Dis-
eases, Apollo Hospitals, said
that as long as anyone main-
tained a three-foot distance,
the infection would not
spread. “If this distance is
maintained, there is abso-
lutely no reason to worry.
The surveyors should wear
masks, even cloth masks are
good enough. Then, there is
no risk at all,” he explained. 

Of the 16,000 workers,
more than 12,000 have been
recruited for COVID-19 sur-
veillance work in the last
four days without any medi-
cal test, and this has resi-
dents wondering if the pro-
cess is safe.

The Corporation, too,
launched a drive on Tuesday
to clear doubts regarding the
visit by workers for the sur-
vey, and addressed the ap-

prehension that the workers
without personal protection
equipment would cause in-
fection. Commissioner G.
Prakash led a team of work-
ers to localities such as Tiru-
vottiyur and carried out the
survey among residents. 

“Once residents report
symptoms, a team of doctors
will visit their houses with
adequate equipment to test
for COVID-19. Every three

wards has a team of doc-
tors,” said Mr. Prakash. 

‘Screen a!ected areas’
R.B. Saravanan, a resident of
Kamarajapuram in Nungam-
bakkam, asked if there was a
real need to screen in unaf-
fected areas by workers who
had been recruited without
any medical screening. “Let
them screen in a"ected
areas. We do not need such

workers visiting our house.
Residents are worried. We
want to remain safe. No
worker has visited my house
so far. If there is a need, we
will request the Chennai Cor-
poration to send properly
trained persons for a sur-
vey,” he said. 

“The person who came to
our apartment today for the
survey had a mask but he
was not wearing it. I told him
to wear it because my neigh-
bours are old people. But he
maintained a distance. We
had to repeat the names ma-
ny times,” said a resident of
Purasawalkam. 

A T. Nagar resident com-
plained that of the two peo-
ple who came for the survey,
only one was wearing a mask
and maintaining the requi-
site distance. 

Egmore MLA K.S. Ravi-
chandran said more than
50% of residents in the area
had reported problems, of
some sort, relating to the CO-
VID-19 survey in the past few
days. “The situation is im-
proving. But many problems
are yet to be resolved,” he ad-
ded, urging the Corporation
to clarify all doubts !rst.

College students, who vo-
lunteered with the Greater
Chennai Corporation to go
door-to-door and collect da-
ta, in parts of Mylapore,

were seen wearing masks
and scarves, but no gloves
while approaching house-
holds. “We have been going
around since morning with-
out any breakfast. While
most residents are cooperat-
ing and providing data, a few
refuse to divulge details.
Some ask why we are going
around without wearing
proper safety gear,” said a
student who collected data
from residents of Balakrish-
na Street.

Clearly, proper use of
masks is essential to this ex-
ercise. P. Kuganantham,
former city health o#cer,
said Corporation sta" should
wear masks when they take
up door-to-door checks.
“They can make inquiries
with the residents without
entering their homes. They
are going to check if any resi-
dents have symptoms of fev-
er, cough and breathless-
ness. They should ensure
that they do not touch
anyone or any furniture in
the house,” he said.

He added the sta" should
maintain physical distance
with the residents. “During
their visit, they should stand
at least one metre (about 3
feet) away from the resident.
They should insist on physi-
cal distancing while impart-
ing awareness on COVID-19.”

‘Survey safe if precautions are followed’
Surveyors should wear masks and maintain physical distance, say health experts

Aloysius Xavier Lopez
Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

Safety !rst: Chennai Corporation sta! taking nasal swab from
a man in the city on Tuesday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

The Chennai Corporation
has created island COVID-19
containment pockets for
9.25 lakh residents, said
Corporation Commissioner
G. Prakash. 

Speaking to mediaper-
sons on Tuesday, Mr. Pra-
kash said the ‘island pock-
ets’ of containment would
be tightened. He refused to
reveal the names of areas to
prevent panic. “People are
cooperating. There is mini-
mum movement in the
sealed area. We have made
arrangements, permitting
traders to sell essential com-
modities on boundaries of
the sealed areas. Over two
lakh families will get essen-
tial commodities without

any di#culty,” he said. “We
held a meeting with traders’
association on Tuesday. We
have planned to give per-
mission to 1,500-2,000 mo-
bile retail outlets of essential
commodities. The traders
will be permitted to use
2,000 vehicles for sale of
products for 60 days. The
outlets will start operating
from today,” said Mr. Pra-
kash. “There is no shortage
of essential commodities.
Wholesale trade of essential
commodities is permitted.
Transportation of commod-
ities has not been disrupted.
We are adopting a balanced
approach,” he said. Pointing
to the absence of symptoms
in 3,200 persons at Phoenix
Mall, he said all contacts
were traced on a case-by-
case basis. 

“I request residents not
to get angry with Corpora-
tion workers,” he said.

Corpn. creates ‘island
pockets’ of containment 

Swift action: The Erukkancherry High Road in Vyasarpadi was
sealed after a person tested positive . * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Frustrated over the
non-availability of
alcohol, a 46-year-old
man got into a well to
stage a protest. 

The incident took
place in Pattabiram
near Avadi on Monday
night.

Manoharan, 46, a
construction labourer,
is a resident of Gandhi
Nagar. He used to
consume liquor daily.
After the curfew was
imposed, he was not
able to get liquor. 

On Monday night, he
climbed down a 25-foot
well near his house and
stood in neck deep
water. When his family
members asked him to
come out, he
demanded a bottle of
liquor. His wife alerted
the police at the
Pattabiram station.

SI Amirthalingam
and others held talks
with him. 

Fire and Rescue
Services personnel
joined them. After a
while, the personnel
entered the well and
pulled him out by tying
a rope to his waist. 

Man stages
protest 
for liquor
Special
Correspondent
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Five days after Tamil Nadu
declared a lockdown on
March 24, psychiatrists start-
ed to see persons walking in-
to hospitals and de-addic-
tion centres, with alcohol
withdrawal symptoms. 

The sudden closure of
TASMAC outlets across the
State prompted the District
Mental Health Programme to
issue guidelines for doctors
to assess and treat persons
who are addicted to alcohol
and who seek help for with-
drawal symptoms. Now,
there is a steady $ow of per-
sons with withdrawal symp-
toms. 

At the Institute of Mental
Health (IMH), the outpatient
department has been seeing
a minimum of three new pa-
tients with withdrawal
symptoms every day. 

“We usually get patients
with withdrawal symptoms.
Now, the number of patients
is more despite lack of public
transportation. They come
in with complaints of tre-
mors, headaches, restless-
ness, nausea and vomiting.
Many of them have moder-
ate and severe withdrawal

symptoms,” a doctor said.
Lakshmi Vijayakumar, a

psychiatrist who has been
managing the de-addiction
centre at Voluntary Health
Services, said, “We are see-
ing quite a number of people
with withdrawal issues.
There are persons who have
experienced seizures and
psychological symptoms
such as visual and auditory
hallucinations. There are
persons with underlying
psychological disorders with
alcohol use disorder (AUD).
Co-morbidity is common in
AUD. Some have mood disor-
ders. We are seeing a high
number of such patients

too.” In addition, they were
receiving cases of domestic
violence associated with
withdrawal symptoms, she
said. 

Most of the patients, she
said, are from the low and
lower-middle sections of the
society. 

“Initially, those with with-
drawal symptoms require
medical treatment. Some
will experience tremors, dif-
!culty in eating that could
last for four to !ve days.
They will also experience an
inability to sleep and will feel
the need to seek medical
help. We need to provide hy-
dration. They will need IV

$uids and sedatives. Those
absolutely addicted to alco-
hol — AUD — require detoxi!-
cation for the !rst three to
four days, which can be fol-
lowed by counselling,” she
said.

R. Thara, vice-chairman
of Schizophrenia Research
Foundation, said they have
had family members of per-
sons experiencing withdra-
wal symptoms approaching
them with queries. “There
are persons with symptoms
ranging from mild to severe.
In fact, there is an economic
dimension too, as they are
trying to buy alcohol sold at
exorbitant prices in the
black market. This has led to
an economic drain in the fa-
milies. In future, these as-
pects should be taken into
account and closure should
be in a staggered manner,”
she said. 

IMH doctors said many
persons were unaware that
treatment was available for
withdrawal symptoms. “We
are also informing their fa-
mily members that care
should be taken to ensure
there is no alcohol relapse af-
ter the lockdown is lifted,” a
doctor said.

Tipplers in city feeling the pinch
After lockdown, psychiatrists see more persons with withdrawal symptoms 

Di"cult times: The sudden closure of TASMAC outlets has
prompted the District Mental Health Programme to issue
guidelines for doctors to treat addicts. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

Serena Josephine M.
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With no takers during the
lockdown, heaps of $owers
are being dumped at the
Koyambedu $ower market.

With the sharp fall in de-
mand due to the pandemic,
over the past few days, sev-
eral vendors have little
choice but to dump the $ow-
ers, soon to perish, at the
end of the day. 

The wholesale market
now functions till 1 p.m., ev-
ery day. 

On average, the market
receives 8-10 lorries of $ow-
ers from across the State. It
normally receives 30 truck-
loads of $owers. 

Flower merchants noted
that each lorry brings in !ve
tonnes of $owers. 

S. Mookiah, president of
the Koyambedu Wholesale
Flower Market Merchants’
Association, said transporta-
tion was a major issue in
bringing $owers to the mar-
ket and transporting them to
other markets in the State. 

“It may not be an essen-
tial commodity like vegeta-

bles and fruits, but we have
sought permission to func-
tion to help the farmers,” he
said.

A sharp fall
According to $ower mer-
chants, of the 50 tonnes
brought to the market in a
day, about 10-15 tonnes are
being dumped as waste. 

N. Shiva Peter, a $ower

merchant, said that small
vendors from other markets
such as Parrys’ Corner and
Tambaram visit Koyambe-
du. 

Now only 25-30% of the
retail traders visit the mar-
ket, he added. 

The demand has dipped,
as places of worship are
shut, and functions are not
being held.

Shutdown of places of worship, cancellation of functions cited

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Dip in demand: Of the 50 tonnes brought to the market in a
day, about 10-15 tonnes are dumped as waste. * M.VEDHAN 

With no takers, unsold !owers at
Koyambedu market end up in trash

Ever since the city went un-
der a lockdown to prevent
the spread of COVID-19, a
team of volunteers and sta"
from the Blue Cross of India
has been working to ensure
that stray animals on desert-
ed roads do not starve. 

A team of 10 sta" and vo-
lunteers have been making
trips to feed stray dogs in the
city. 

“This includes the Marina
and the Elliot's beaches, as
well as the IT Corridor, the
Guindy Industrial Estate and
Parry’s Corner. These areas
have a high concentration of
people as well as eateries,
and it is here that most stray
dogs can be found,” said
Dawn Williams, general
manager. 

Mr. Williams said they
were focussing on areas
where there was no one

around to feed stray dogs. 

Residents’ gesture
“In some areas, residents
themselves have been taking
care of stray dogs, ensuring
that there are water bowls in
place. To other areas, we
take rice, dal and soya for
the stray animals,” he added.
In many areas, volunteers
have fed stray cattle.

Nearly 200 kg of rice, 30
kg of toor dal, soya powder

and ghee are being used ev-
ery day to cook food for the
stray animals.

Srikanth Ramesh, a volun-
teer with the Blue Cross, said
a small team had been visit-
ing the Marina beach, feed-
ing over 200 stray dogs and
around 40 puppies, found
on the 5-km stretch. A few
days back, the volunteers
found a horse that was tied
up malnourished. They have
started feeding it now. 

Blue Cross volunteers ensure strays are fed
S. Poorvaja

CHENNAI

Help arrived for 140 migrant
labourer families, who were
stuck without food in two
brick kilns in Thirukanda-
lam, Tiruvallur district, after
one of them took to social
media to highlight their
plight. 

On Monday, the Tiruval-
lur police and district admi-
nistration provided them
food and dry ration. Accord-

ing to Tikeshdas Rana, a la-
bourer, close to 500 of them
came to the brick kilns in Ti-
ruvallur in January. 

“Our owner said that we
would be provided food only
if we work. Even after the
lockdown began, we were
working, but we were get-
ting less food,” he said. 

“We took a video and
posted it on social media.
Our relative then shared it,”
he said. Kalikesh Singh Deo,

former MP, Bolangir Odisha,
came to know about the is-
sue and took to social media.
He sought intervention from
the Tamil Nadu government.

Mahesh Kumar Agarwal,
ADGP (operations), brought
it to the notice of P. Aravin-
dan, Tiruvallur SP. He and
his team provided food for
the labourers on Monday.
“On Tuesday, we provided
them ration that can last for
15 days,” said Mr. Aravindan. 

Workers !ag their plight on social media
Vivek Narayanan

CHENNAI

Three days after a 26-year-
old techie from Andaman
and Nicobar Islands died in
Chennai reportedly due to
a cardiac arrest, his family
is yet to see his mortal re-
mains due to the lock-
down. Prakhar Kumar was
found dead in his room in a
men’s hostel on Saturday.

Techie from
Andaman dies 
Staff Reporter
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State gets 38th district 
CHENNAI

The State government on
Tuesday issued a Government
Order formally notifying the
formation of the State’s 38th
district with Mayiladuthurai
as its headquarters. The new
district has been created
after the bifurcation of
Nagapattinam district.

IN BRIEF

10 held for hosting lunch 
KALLAKURICHI

The Tirukovilur police on
Monday night arrested 10
youth for allegedly hosting a
lunch in the open, in violation
of lockdown restrictions. 
A video of the party in
Kanaganandhal village went
viral on a mobile application.
The youth were arrested. 

Online test for COVID
CHENNAI

Neuberg Diagnostics Private
Limited has launched a
COVID-19 self-assessment
test on its website - https://
neubergdiagnostics.com
/covid19-selfassessment/
index.html. In this, a person
needs to answer a few
questions to know if he/she
needs to get in touch with a
doctor. The self-health
assessment scan to help
individuals assess their risk of
contracting COVID-19 has
been developed as per
guidelines laid down by WHO
and Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, said
Aishwarya Vasudevan, chief
operating officer. 

The government’s proposal
to provide protective gear to
sanitation workers has
brought into focus their vul-
nerability, especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Doctors say they need as
much protection as health-
care workers.

On Saturday, the Munici-
pal Administration Minister
had indicated that those who
go on door-to-door visits
would also be provided pro-
tective equipment.

A public health expert
said protective gear should
be supplied to those on the
!eld and others doing !eld-
related work, such as keep-
ing the city clean or collect-
ing data during house sur-
veys. If they are not well
protected, they might get in-
fected or pass it on.

“The city has around
40,000 sanitation workers
of which the Corporation
employs around 30,000,”
said P. Kuganantham, form-
er city health o"cer and cur-
rently COVID-19 task force
member. 

“They are invariably ex-

posed to pollution. They
could be provided aprons,
gloves, boots and !ve-layer
masks. The workers could be
given !ve sets of masks so
that they can wash and reuse
them,” he added. 

It is observed in many
places that all those who do
the survey were not wearing
masks. Without proper
orientation, it will only re-
sult in worsening the epi-
demic. 

Handling bodies
Forensic medicine expert K.
Mathiharan said even those
who handle bodies of the in-
fected persons should be
provided adequate protec-
tive gear. 

“There is no evidence yet
to suggest that COVID-19 has
been transmitted from a ca-
daver. The body should be
wrapped in cloth and trans-
ferred at the earliest to the
mortuary for disposal, be it
cremation or burial. Chil-
dren, persons older than 60
years of age and those with
underlying illnesses or com-
promised immune system
should not handle bodies,”
he said.

The expert said the mode
of disposal is a matter of cul-
tural choice and available re-
sources. 

However, funeral ceremo-
nies must be postponed till
the end of the epidemic. On-
ly a few members should be

allowed to participate and
they should strictly observe
physical distance at all
times. They must also main-
tain the respiratory etiquette
and hand hygiene, he said.

Mortuary workers should
be provided protective
equipment, such as masks,
face shields or goggles,
gloves, boots and disposable
gown with impermeable
apron. 

Since human coronavirus-
es can remain infectious on
surfaces for as many as nine
days, it is important to disin-
fect the surfaces used to pre-
pare the body with soap and
water/detergent and later
disinfect the surface with a
minimum concentration of
0.1% of sodium hypochlorite
(bleach) or 70% ethanol for
at least one minute. 

‘Follow protocol’ 
A similar protocol should be
followed if a person dies at
home, Dr. Mathiharan said.

Similarly clothes and fa-
brics used by the deceased
should be machine-washed
in warm water at 60#90°C
(140#194°F) and laundry de-
tergent, he added.

‘Sanitation workers, mortuary
sta! too need protective gear’
Expert says aprons, gloves, boots and !ve-layer masks must be provided

R. Sujatha

CHENNAI

The city has around 40,000 sanitation workers and the
Corporation employs around 30,000. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

T
he COVID-19 pandemic
is on everyone’s mind
right now. A majority

of those infected recover
from the disease. Twenty
per cent of the patients may
require hospitalisation, es-
pecially when there are com-
plaints of breathlessness.

If they have coexisting
conditions like chronic renal
disease, cardiac disease, res-
piratory disease, cerebro-
vascular diseases, uncon-
trolled diabetes or
hypertension, they carry a
higher risk of mortality. Mor-
tality in COVID-19 positive
cases ranges from 2% to 8%
worldwide.

When we talk about CO-
VID-19 infections and heart
diseases, we face four scena-
rios — patients with known
cardiac disease; cardiac pa-
tients developing COVID-19
infection; patients with CO-
VID-19 infection developing
cardiac complications and
patients waiting for or have
already had cardiac
transplant

For cardiac patients:
The most important thing to
remember is to continue tak-
ing your medication if you
have a known cardiac condi-
tion. You must also take the
following precautions: Avoid
physically visiting the hospi-
tal for your routine check-
ups. Utilise their online con-
sultation facility, if available.
Stay at home to prevent con-
tact with carriers. Practise
social distancing in case you
have to interact with others.

Consciously avoid touch-
ing your face. If it’s absolute-
ly necessary, wash your
hands with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds or use

a hand sanitiser containing
at least 70% alcohol.

Work on optimising your
immune system. Getting
adequate sleep, staying hy-
drated, eating a balanced
diet and exercising every
day are paramount.

Keep in touch with
friends, colleagues, family
and others remotely. Your
mental health can a$ect
your physical health, so
don’t neglect that!

Even if you don't catch the
infection, stressing about
the situation can worsen
your heart condition. So, it's
important to be alert and
not anxious.

For cardiac patients
who develop an infection:
Maybe you’ve come to the
hospital with chest pain. You
may not have COVID-19 but
the hospital may have to test
you for it. This is for eve-
ryone’s safety. If you test
positive, you and anyone
you have come in recent
contact with you should be
quarantined for two weeks.

There’s some evidence
that shows a fever may ac-
tually be bene!cial to your
immune system in !ghting
the infection. So, for mild in-

fections, fever can be treat-
ed with antipyretics. Anti-
biotics may be prescribed to
you to treat secondary bac-
terial infections, if the symp-
toms are worse. Remember
to consult your physician
and do not self-medicate!

If you develop breathless-
ness or other serious respi-
ratory symptoms, you may
be admitted to the ICU. Any
kind of infection may wor-
sen cardiac failure or cardiac
disease.

COVID-19 positive pa-
tients who develop cardiac
complications are conserva-
tively managed. For exam-
ple, a patient with Triple
Vessel Disease who is a can-
didate for coronary bypass
surgery may instead be man-
aged by angioplasty or med-
ically managed with plaque
stabilising drugs.

What about end-stage
heart failure patients?
End-stage heart failure pa-
tients are medically man-
aged at present as the pan-
demic is making the logistics
of transplantation di"cult.

Patients who have already
had heart transplantation
are at a much higher risk for
infection as they are on im-
munosuppressive drugs.

Our strategy is to prevent
the infection among such
patients by advising them to
stay at home, use personal
protective devices and main-
tain physical distancing. It’s
normal to get worried about
the pandemic. But worrying
is not good for your health.
Let the healthcare workers
do their job and you focus
on following the necessary
precautions. Remember —
stay alert, not anxious.

Be alert, not anxious

A second COVID-19 case
has been reported in Mahe
on Tuesday, taking the tally
in the Union Territory to
!ve.

The patient, in his early
70’s, has been admitted to
the Kannur Medical Col-
lege at Anjarakandy after
he tested positive for the
virus.

One more
tests positive
in Puducherry 
Special Correspondent 

PUDUCHERRY

Thirty four patients, who
tested positive for COVID-19
from Ranipet and Tirupat-
tur, were shifted to Govern-
ment Vellore Medical Col-
lege Hospital in
Adukkamparai, on Monday.

In Vellore, six cases tested
positive and !ve of them are
being treated at GVMCH.
The !rst case in Vellore dis-
trict was from Katpadi and
the patient has been admit-
ted to Christian Medical Col-
lege Hospital. 

In Tirupattur district, 10

people tested positive till
Sunday. One more tested
positive on Monday. In Rani-
pet, 25 were admitted to the
Government Hospital in Wa-
lajah. Twenty four of them
were shifted to Vellore for
better medical care and
co-ordination..

34 patients shifted to Vellore hospital
Staff Reporter

Vellore

Two Korean inmates of a
special camp in Tiruchi
have approached the Ma-
dras High Court alleging
that norms for physical dis-
tancing were not being fol-
lowed at the camp though
some of the 80 inmates
were su$ering from symp-
toms such as cold and fever.

Justice S. Vaidyanathan
heard the writ petitions !led
by Choi Yong Suk (46) and
Choe Jae Won (41) on Tues-
day through videoconfe-
rencing and directed State
Government Pleader V. Jaya-
prakash Narayanan to ob-
tain detailed instructions
from the authorities con-
cerned by Thursday.

The petitioners’ counsel
C. Arun Kumar told the
judge that his clients were
the Managing Director and
General Manager respec-
tively of Chowel India Priv-
ate Limited, a company op-
erating from
Sriperumbudur Taluk and
engaged in manufacture of
cowl bars, bumpers and
seat frames for motor
vehicles.

Last year, the company

was accused of not remit-
ting Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collected from its cus-
tomers since 2017 and the
total liability was assessed
to be more than Rs. 40
crore. Hence, the authori-
ties concerned initiated pro-
secution against the compa-
ny and arrested its top
brass.

Though an Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate in Egmore had granted
bail to the petitioners on No-
vember 19 last year, the Su-
perintendent of GST and
Central Excise chose to de-
tain them at the camp and
such detention was chal-
lenged by way of habeas cor-
pus petitions.

The HCPs were slated to
be heard on March 26 but
could not be taken up due to
the nationwide lock down to
!ght COVID-19, the petition-
ers said in their a"davits
and alleged that there was
every chance of the pan-
demic spreading in the
camp due to lack of preven-
tive measures.

They claimed that the
camp lacked medical facili-
ties and that no disinfectant
was sprayed till date. 

Korean inmates at Tiruchi
special camp approach HC 
‘Physical distancing not followed’
Mohamed Imranullah S.

CHENNAI

Over 3,000 men and wo-
men from the National Ca-
det Corps (NCC) across Ta-
mil Nadu and Puducherry
have joined authorities in
the !ght against COVID-19.
They assist o"cials in distri-
bution of food and other re-
lief material and ensure that
people maintain social dis-
tancing in crowded areas.

Following approval from
the Centre, the NCC has ac-
cepted requests from ca-
dets, who have come for-
ward to assist the
authorities. 

“Since NCC cadets are a
trained force, it would be
easy for them to assist o"-
cials,” a senior o"cial said.

Though this was volun-
tary, parental consent was
necessary. 

“Some 3,000 cadets have
come forward to assist the
authorities. Presently, over
200 cadets in Tiruchi and 70
in Puducherry have report-
ed for duty and about 50
would soon join in Kan-
cheepuram,” Commodore

Malay K. Kukreti, Deputy Di-
rector-General of Tamil Na-
du, Puducherry and Anda-
man & Nicobar Islands (TN,
P & AN) NCC Directorate
told The Hindu.

Only cadets in Senior Di-
vision (college boys) and Se-
nior Wing (college girls)
would be involved. 

All Collectors are in-
formed and they could be
enlisted closer to their
homes in assisting authori-
ties in crowd management
and ensuring social distanc-
ing, he said. 

70 cadets 
Over 70 cadets in Puducher-
ry have been assigned to as-
sist the district administra-
tion with various protective
measures. 

According to a senior pol-
ice o"cer, 46 senior male
cadets and 27 female cadets
headed by two o"cers, !ve
Associate NCC O"cers and
seven Permanent Instructor
sta$ have been deployed on
duty.

They have been provided
with face masks, sanitisers
and bottled drinking water. 

NCC cadets join "ght
against COVID-19

Dennis S. Jesudasan 
S. Prasad

CHENNAI/PUDUCHERRY 

Chipping in: An NCC cadet on duty in Puducherry. * M. SAMRAJ
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light-
ning and squall likely at isolated places over Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....37.6....23.6 Kozhikode................. 4.3....32.0....26.2
Ahmedabad...........—....39.4....24.6 Kurnool .......................—....40.4....27.1
Aizawl...................—....30.3........ — Lucknow......................—....38.2....21.0
Allahabad..............—....41.3....20.8 Madurai .......................—....39.6....26.4
Bengaluru .............—....35.6....20.2 Mangaluru ...................—....36.9....26.0
Bhopal ..................—........ —....20.2 Mumbai .......................—....30.7....22.9
Bhubaneswar.........—....38.0....23.0 Mysuru ..................... 3.5........ —....22.6
Chandigarh ...........—....29.6....16.3 New Delhi ...................—....34.8....17.4
Chennai ................—....34.3....28.3 Patna ..........................—....38.8........ —
Coimbatore ........ 0.9....31.0....23.2 Port Blair.....................—....33.4....25.6
Dehradun ..............—........ —........ — Puducherry ..................—....34.6....27.4
Gangtok................—....19.0....11.7 Pune............................—....37.9....18.4
Goa.......................—....33.5....25.7 Raipur .........................—....35.6....21.8
Guwahati ..............—....34.0....20.8 Ranchi .........................—....35.8....19.5
Hubballi ................—....36.0....23.0 Shillong.......................—....25.5....19.0
Hyderabad ............—....36.2....24.0 Shimla.........................—....23.1....12.4
Imphal ............... 0.8....30.0....16.0 Srinagar.......................—....17.0......6.0
Jaipur ...................—....38.0....22.4 Thiruvananthapuram.... 25.0....33.8....26.8
Kochi ............... 23.4....30.2....24.8 Tiruchi.........................—....38.8....28.0
Kohima .................—....23.6....12.2 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata .................—....38.2....25.5 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.4....27.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Singrauli, Madhya
Pradesh recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 255 indicating a
dangerous level of pollution.
In contrast,
Rajamahendravaram, Andhra
Pradesh recorded a healthy
AQI score of 26.

Ahmedabad..... 36 .30 17 ....87 .100 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 04 .08 30 ....56 .....— ....*
Chennai .......... 03 .15 41 ....35 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. ..— .18 07 ..... — .136 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 05 .08 18 ....33 ...45 ....*
Kolkata........... 19 .34 14 ..103 ...89 ....*
Lucknow ......... 04 .15 52 ..102 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 03 .12 05 ....46 ...87 ....*
Pune............... 26 .09 51 ....33 ...31 ....*
Visakhapatnam 09 .37 06 ....26 ...48 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

A 45-year old person died in
Kurnool district of Andhra
Pradesh, becoming the
fourth in the State to suc-
cumb to COVID-19, while one
new case was reported over-
night on Tuesday. 

The total number of novel
coronavirus cases in the
State touched 314 while ac-
tive cases remained at 304, a
Medical and Health Depart-
ment bulletin said.

The 45-year old person in

Kurnool did not have any tra-
vel history but was admitted
to the government hospital
with symptoms of COVID-19
on April 1.

He had Type-2 diabetes
and died on April 3, State no-
dal o!cer Arja Srikanth said.
The person, who died tested
positive for the coronavirus,
the o!cial said.

In all, six patients had re-
covered from the disease
and been discharged from
hospitals. The fresh case was
reported from Guntur dis-

trict, which now has 33 cas-
es. The latest case was also
related to the Tablighi Ja-
maat event. With 74 cases,
Kurnool led other locations
in the State followed by SPS
Nellore with 42. North coas-
tal districts Srikakulam and
Vizianagaram remained un-
a"ected. 

40 cases in Telangana
Health authorities con#rmed
40 fresh COVID-19 cases in
Telangana on Monday, tak-
ing the total number of ac-
tive cases in the State to 348,
o!cials said.

The state government
health bulletin added that 12
people were discharged on
Monday and no death was
reported. So far, 11 people
have died due to the virus
and 45 patients were dis-
charged after treatment, it
said. 

Karnataka tally rises
Twelve new coronavirus cas-
es were con#rmed in Karna-
taka, pushing up the total
number in the State to 175,
the Health department said
on Tuesday.

Of the 175 positive cases,
25 had been discharged, it

said.
“Till date 175 COVID-19

positive cases have been con-
#rmed. This includes 4
deaths and 25 discharges,”
the department said.

Among the 12 new cases,

four had attended Tablighi-
Jamaat congregation at Delhi
from March 13-18 (one from
Bagalkote, two from Benga-
luru city and one from Ben-
galuru Rural). Three from
Mandya were contacts of pa-

tients who were at the Ja-
maat meeting.

Others included a 41-year
old woman from Bagalkote,
the neighbour of a 75-year-
old man who died on April 3,
an 80-year-old woman from
Gadag with history of Severe
Acute Respiratory Infection,
a 68-year-old male from Ben-
galuru with travel history to
Dubai, a woman contact of a
patient and a man with histo-
ry of SARI from Kalaburagi.

Kerala has 9 new cases
In Kerala, nine people tested
positive for the coronavirus
on Tuesday, taking the total
number of active cases to
263. 

The worst-hit Kasaragod
reported four cases, Kannur
three, Kollam and Malappu-
ram one each, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan told repor-
ters here. Samples of 12 peo-
ple were returned negative
on Tuesday, he said.

While four of the nine had
returned from abroad, two
went to the Jamaat meet in
Delhi and others contracted
the virus through contact
with infected people. The to-
tal cases in the State touched
336. 

Deaths rise to four in Andhra Pradesh
45-year-old patient who died in Kurnool had diabetes; Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala record more cases

Press Trust of India

Amaravati/Bengaluru/
Thiruvananthapuram/
Hyderabad

A team of three students
from Manipal Institute of
Technology, which linked
up with three professionals
has won the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(MIT) COVID-19 Challenge
event.

The team was declared as
winner of its track — ‘Who to
test and when?’ under ‘How
to protect vulnerable popu-
lations from the e"ects of
COVID-19?’ There were a to-
tal of ten tracks.

The ‘Beat the Pandemic’
was a 48-hour virtual event
to help tackle the most criti-
cal needs caused by CO-
VID-19. The hackathon start-
ed at 3.30 a.m. on April 4,
where participants formed
teams to shortlist the pro-
blems and #nd solutions.

The three students of Ma-
nipal Institute of Technology
— Akshatha Kamath (third
year CSE), Shubham Rateria
(CCE Batch of 2019) and Adri
Rajaraman (ECE Batch of
2019) — participated in the
event. 

They teamed up with Me-
lia Watson, Washington DC
(respiratory therapist,
MBA), Hsiang Wei Hu, Tai-
wan (co-founder of Acu-
sense Biomed), and Mariane
Melo, U.K. (M.D.). 

They narrowed down to
the problem of overcrowded
hospitals with inappropriate
admissions, whereas less
than 5% of the population
under 50 years needs
hospitalisation.

Tele-health platform
Their solution was to build a
tele-health platform for non-
contact monitoring of vital
signs such as heart rate, res-

piratory rate and blood oxy-
gen concentration using a
phone camera or webcam at
home. 

“This cross-platform ap-
plication avoids reliance on
contact-based pulse oxime-
ters,” Ms. Kamath told The

Hindu. “This can be further
developed into a telemedi-
cine platform, wherein doc-
tors can remotely identify
the progress of the patients.
This is useful in prevention
of transfer of COVID-19 to
healthcare professionals,”
Mohammad Zuber, Assistant
Director (Innovations), Ma-
nipal Institute of Technolo-
gy, said. 

They teamed up with professionals from across the world

Ganesh Prabhu 

MANIPAL

Winners all: (From left) Adri Rajaraman, Akshatha Kamath
and Shubham Rateria. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Three Manipal students win
MIT’s COVID-19 hackathon

At a time when discussions
are focussed on whether
technology will destroy the
art of medicine, the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT), Palakkad, is racking its
brains to make an impact on
clinical care in the State.

After scanning the data-
base of 60,000 COVID-19
patients in Italy, an IIT-Pa-
lakkad team led by Vinod A.
Prasad, Professor, Electrical
Engineering, and Dean, In-
dustry Collaboration and
Sponsored Research, is
working on an automated
analysis of ultrasound lung
scans using machine learn-
ing techniques.

Clinical trials in collabo-
ration with the Sree Chitra
Institute of Medical Sciences

and Technology (SCTIMST)
will be conducted soon.

“At present, X-Ray and CT
scans that are hazardous,
costly, and impractical in
ICU wards are the common-
ly used diagnostic modali-
ties for evaluating the lung
condition of COVID-19 pa-
tients in India. But doctors
in Italy have demonstrated
the usefulness of lung ultra-
sound scans for monitoring
patients on a daily basis for
timely medical intervention
to reduce mortality,” he
said.

He said the IIT had multi-
ple projects on hand such as
portable low-cost emergen-
cy ventilator for COVID-19
patients and realtime track-
ing of crowd and quaran-
tined people using cellular
network data.

Palakkad IIT pitches 
in to !ght COVID-19 
It is working on helping with clinical care

Biju Govind 

Kozhikode

The Mangaluru police have
pulled down three posters
which stated that Muslim
traders are not allowed into
two areas near Ullal and at
Alape in the city until the sit-
uation eases.

The posters were found
hanging on poles at Krisha-
nagara in Thokkottu and at
Kaneerthota in Kolya under
the Ullal police limits, and at
Alape under the Kankanady
police limits in the city on
Sunday and Monday. The
posters were attributed to
“Hindu baandhavaru” (Hin-
du fraternity).

U.T. Khader, MLA, Manga-
luru, told The Hindu that the
posters had been removed
and the police had formed a
special team to #nd out who
was responsible for writing
and hanging them. “In one

case, the police have identi-
#ed the suspects,” he said.

The Dakshina Kannada
district administration is act-
ing swiftly against attempts
to communalise COVID-19 is-
sues, he said. “Locals are be-
ing involved to curb such at-
tempts and mischief
mongers are being dealt

with in a stern way,” he ad-
ded. 

Police Commissioner P.S.
Harsha told The Hindu: “We
are registering cases wherev-
er a case is made out or com-
plainant has come forward.
We will investigate and in-
itiate appropriate legal mea-
sures.”

Mangaluru police pull down
posters barring Muslim traders
Special Correspondent

Mangaluru

Film and theatre actor
Kalinga Sasi dead 
KOZHIKODE

Film-theatre actor Kalinga
Sasi died here on Tuesday
after battling liver-related
ailments for some time. He
was 59. Though his real name
was V. Chandrakumar, the
actor was known as Kalinga
Sasi throughout his decades-
long acting career. He has
acted in more than 100 films.
Some of his films include
Amen, Pranchiyettan & the
Saint, Vellimoonga, Indian
Rupee and Adaminte Makan
Abu.

IN BRIEF

Psychiatrist withdraws
plea after HC warning
BENGALURU

A psychiatrist on Tuesday
withdrew his public interest
litigation petition filed in the
High Court of Karnataka
seeking opening of liquor
shops in the State to prevent
suicide by people suffering
from withdrawal symptoms.
Vinod G. Kulkarni decided to
withdraw the petition after
the court cautioned him of
imposing heavy cost for
abusing the process of e-
filling of cases of extreme
urgency enabled by the court.

Congress slams LDF govt.
for ‘partisan politics’
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Congress on Tuesday
slammed the Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government in
Kerala for “playing partisan
politics” when the COVID-19
outbreak demanded united
action. KPCC president
Mullappally Ramachandran,
Leader of the Opposition
Ramesh Chennithala and
former Chief Minister
Oommen Chandy accused the
government of excluding the
Opposition on key matters of
the State that demanded
political consensus. 

Shobha Karandlaje, BJP MP
and former Minister, was
trolled on social media for
tweeting a fake news report
about COVID-19 patients
“misbehaving” in the
district hospital in Belagavi.

Attaching a video clip, she
claimed that three people
who attended Tablighi
Jamaat conference were
spitting and misbehaving
with the hospital sta". This
was despite the fact that the
police had denied the
veracity of the video. 

Karnataka MP trolled 
for tweeting fake news
Special Correspondent

Belagavi 

The Karnataka High Court
on Tuesday said the govern-
ment should show “zero tol-
erance” and law enforcing
authorities across the State
should come down with a
heavy hand on any breach
of lockdown conditions im-
posed by the Ministry of
Home A"airs (MHA) ban-
ning all kinds of religious
congregations and closure
of all places of worship for
the public.

Observing that the objec-
tive of a lockdown and im-
position of Section 144 is to
stop mass congregation to

prevent spread of novel co-
ronavirus by maintaining
social distancing, the Bench
directed the government to
scrupulously implement
and enforce the MHA’s gui-
delines related to religious
and other
congregations/functions.

A Special Division Bench
comprising Chief Justice Ab-
hay Shreeniwas Oka and Jus-
tice B.V. Nagarathna issued
the directions after the State
government clari#ed that
the Bengaluru City Police
have not granted any per-
mission for religious congre-
gation for the Karaga festival
on the night of April 8.

Ensure no breach of ban
on religious meets: HC 
No nod for Karaga congregation: govt.
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

They took the road less
travelled for a once-in-a-
lifetime journey but it ended
abruptly in Tripura rather
than Tokyo. 

The three youth from
Kerala are virtually locked
up inside a skill
development institute at
Lembucherra, some 10 km
from Agartala. 

Cli!n Francis, Dona
Jacob, and Haseeb Ahsan, in
their twenties and from
di"erent parts of the State,
are united by the passion to
explore. They had their
sights set on the Tokyo
Olympics when they started

biking from Kochi on
December 15. They had
planned everything, from a
route map to the distance to
be covered every day to
reach Tokyo a day ahead of
the Olympics, originally
scheduled for July 24. Then
came the pandemic.

“We were scheduled to
enter Thailand from
Myanmar, and should have
been pedalling to Laos now.
Instead, here we are, stuck
in Tripura for more than a
fortnight,” said Cli!n. From
Laos their route was to take
the road to Shanghai and
thereon to Tokyo by cruise.

Things were mostly going
according to plan, except for

some time lost in getting a
visa for China, till they
entered Bangladesh last
month. No coronavirus case

had been reported there till
then. Then they started
emerging. Anticipating a
lockdown, which would

have trapped them in a
foreign country, they
returned across the border
in a hurry. 

“We were advised to
undergo a 14-day quarantine
in Agartala and taken to the
Indira Gandhi Memorial
Hospital where we stayed till
April 2. Since then we have
been at the skill
development institute run
by a priest known to Dona,
and helping him make
masks,” said Cli!n. 

With the Olympics
postponed, the trio just
want to get back home.
Pedalling back is ruled out
as that would mean
successive quarantines.
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Pandemic puts the brakes on a dream trip to Tokyo 

M.P. Praveen

Kochi 

Three cyclists from Kerala end up in Tripura as COVID-19 sends countries into lockdown

Adventure, interrupted: Cli!n Francis, Dona Jacob and
Haseeb Ahsan are driven by a passion to explore.

The time is not yet ripe for
the full withdrawal of the
lockdown on April 14 and the
withdrawal strategy should
be gradual, phased and cali-
brated to ensure that the
case load is kept below the
capacity of the healthcare
system to deal with it, an
expert committee appointed
by the Kerala government
has said. 

“Continuing to restrict
large-scale movement of pe-
ople across international and
State boundaries is critical
and should not be consi-
dered unless and until the
situation is under control in
every State,” the committee,

comprising 17 eminent per-
sons and headed by K.M.
Abraham, said in its report to
the government. The panel
was speci#cally asked to look

into the strategy to ease the
lockdown restrictions. 

However, it said it is cogni-
zant that a prolonged and
stringent lockdown will lead

to economic hardships, fa-
mine, and law and order is-
sues, which may undermine
both the lockdown and
health management objec-
tives. The committee said a
phased approach should be
operationlised at the reve-
nue district level while eas-
ing the restrictions.

The State should continue
to ramp up preparatory
work for the possible rapid
rise of COVID-19 cases. As
the cases may exceed the lo-
cal capacity in some cities, a
protocol for assistance
should be prepared to avoid
unnecessary divisions at the
height of the crisis.

The panel also said that
the e"ort to ramp up produc-

ween the States as well as lo-
gistics operators. Supporting
the agricultural sector, in
production, marketing, stor-
age and transport is essential
for the country to tide over
the crisis.

The COVID-19 crisis is tak-
ing the country into the on-
line world at a rapid pace. In-
novations and practices
which would have needed
years to achieve are being in-
troduced in weeks in educa-
tion, judiciary, local business
and telemedicine, among
others. “It should be ensured
that such modern technolog-
ical leaps are not lost after
the lockdown as there are
huge economic and e!cien-
cy gains,” it added.

tion and procurement of test
kits, ventilators, PPEs for
healthcare personnel and
masks should not be relaxed.
There should be a national
e"ort and the Centre should
release funds and create a
mechanism to distribute
them on a need basis.

Mutual assistance
As States are expected to
pass through the peak infec-
tion at di"erent timings, a
national coordination me-
chanism is suggested so that
the States could support one
another with experience, ex-
pertise, equipment and
#nances.

The Centre should ensure
e"ective coordination bet-

Kerala expert panel against full repeal of lockdown 
17-member committee recommends continuation of curbs on people’s movement across international, State boundaries

Food service: Workers packing meals priced at "20 in
Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday. * S. MAHINSHA 

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
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EDITORIAL

Recasting policy
One can understand the
anguish of senior Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh that
the Prime Minister delayed
initiating a dialogue with
other political parties when
there was a dire need to
!ght the pandemic by
taking all into con!dence
right from day one (Inside
pages, “‘Interview – A
second Budget may be
required to deal with
COVID-19 aftermath’,” April
7). 
The Indian National
Congress, as a party which
ruled the country for
decades, has faced many a
calamity in the past. The
party still has leaders with
the required knowledge
who would be in a position
to help this present
government in this time of a

crisis. Moreover, naming
the Prime Minister’s Relief
Fund as PM-CARES seems
to a marketing exercise; it
would have been more
sensitive and appropriate to
call it INDIA-CARES. Mr.
Ramesh’s rooting for a
second Budget also makes
sense given the fact that the
clock of the economy was
put back at least by a few
years. It is absolutely
essential to redraw !scal
policies to bail out
corporates and the
common man with the
overall aim of ensuring
economic stability. 
V. Subramanian,

Chennai

Response and the gaps 
With the global crisis
multiplying, the health-care
sector has emerged and

rushed to the aid of those
a"ected. In such a scenario,
it is evident that the
government has allowed
high-quality accredited
private laboratories to
research and test
coronavirus samples. By
thorough supervision of the
entire process, the process
of testing of samples is only
allowed after these private
laboratories receive the
required sanction from the
government. 
Additionally, the Ayushman
Bharat scheme has stepped
up to o"er hospitalisation
packages for intensive care
units, high dependency
units and normal wards.
While there is no provision
for isolation wards under
the health assurance
scheme, the cost of these
wards which cater to

underprivileged citizens
will be borne by Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY),
even though it will be
higher than usual.
Decades of neglect have left
India’s public health system
with very weak arsenal to
!ght and eliminate
contagious diseases.
Improvements in several
health systems have not
been uniform, with some
developing countries
including India lagging
behind others in ramping
up public health systems. 
In conclusion, India is the
frontrunner in economic
terms, but in a crucial
situation such as this, it is
necessary that India bridges
its solutions and e"orts to
contain the virus.
Announcements such as

(Inside page, “PM repeating
the mistake of note ban,
says Kamal Haasan”, April
7). 
It is not the Prime
Minister’s intuitive decision
one has to highlight.
Epidemiologists, medical
scientists, economic
experts have researched
data from disease
outbreaks; it is this result
which is behind the Prime
Minister’s action.
Comparing an economic
event (demonetisation)
with an unprecedented
health emergency is
illogical. Instead, Mr.
Haasan should have
suggested practical ways to
take care of the poor.
Dr. K.G. Rajamanikham,

Tiruchi

remote working do not
seem a feasible solution for
an informal economy such
as ours, because over 90%
of the workforce is in the
informal sector. Medicine is
science and science is
research. We have
neglected and are still
neglecting this important
aspect. 
Immunology, biomedicine
and molecular biology are
all crucial, even more
evident in these times. The
bureaucracy and regulatory
bodies have to see to it that
we progress.
Dr. K.M. Cherian,

Chennai

Letter to the PM
Makkal Needhi Maiam
leader Kamal Haasan has
unleashed words that do
not re#ect ground realities

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

Raj B. Singh 

A
month ago, few in our coun-
try would have thought that
in a month’s time we would

be con!ned to our homes for
weeks on end, and with all the dis-
ruptions that we are facing now.
Today we are in the midst of an un-
precedented and concerted attack
on an infection, mobilising the re-
sources and ingenuity of the entire
world to control (and not even an-
nihilate) a single virus. The new
strain of the coronavirus, named
SARS-CoV-2, has been ravaging the
world, with nearly a million-and-a-
half infected and more than
75,000 con!rmed deaths. And the
end is nowhere in sight. How did
we get to this situation?

About 12,000 years ago, our an-
cestors decided to settle down in
various places, mostly large river
deltas, and began agriculture and
the domestication of cattle. This is
deemed the birth of civilisation, as
once the need to constantly gather
or hunt for food was removed it
gave mankind the time and the op-
portunity to develop art, music,
language and science. 

During the period of hunting
and gathering, many died of inju-
ries from encounters with preda-
tors or rivals, and starvation and
disease. But those who did survive
were strong and healthy. This
changed once they stayed in one
place and shared their settlements
with animals. This also allowed
microorganisms to mutate and
jump from animals to humans. It is
estimated that 60-70% of human
infections may have been acquired
this way, and the new coronavirus
is one of them.

Health-care ripple e!ect
Our public health system has done
a tremendous job of eradicating
two other viruses from the world:
smallpox and polio. The objective
this time is not to eradicate SARS-
CoV-2. Considering the ease with
which it spreads and its ability to
produce asymptomatic carriers,
that would be almost impossible.
On the other hand, it may be possi-
ble to slow the spread of the virus
to give the health-care system time
to cope with it; meaning that even-
tually, hundreds of millions or bil-
lions of people will be infected
once the lockdowns and travel res-
trictions are eased.

However, it is not all doom and
gloom. The current measures in
India may have slowed down the
spread of SARS-CoV-2. But it also
probably would have prevented

thousands, and potentially mil-
lions, from being infected by other
respiratory infections too. Tuber-
culosis is still the world’s single
most lethal infectious disease, kill-
ing 1.5 million worldwide in 2018,
220,000 of whom were in India.
Further, 27% of tuberculosis cases
in India is drug resistant. 

The present steps being taken
in the containment of the novel co-
ronavirus are equally e"ective in
preventing the spread of tubercu-
losis. However, if we are to take full
advantage of the present scenario,
we should piggyback a tuberculo-
sis control programme on the ex-
isting CoV-2 programme — which
would be simple sputum testing
for tuberculosis bacilli (which
could be one hundredth the cost
of testing for the coronavirus),
chest X-rays if required, and com-
plete treatment of identi!ed cases.

With the current steps, tubercu-
losis is not the only infection that
we can prevent from spreading.

Other common respiratory infec-
tions killing thousands in India ev-
ery year are In#uenza, Respiratory
Syncytial Virus, Pneumococcal
Pneumoniae and Haemophilus in-
#uenzae. 

Some of the bene!cial e"ects of
the lockdown and other measures
may be long standing. Hopefully
the culture of personal hygiene
which includes taking showers,
practising hand washing, and
avoiding spitting in public places
will stay even after the threat of
SARS-CoV-2 has receded. Moreov-
er, there may be a more wides-
pread awareness of how infections
spread and the di"erence between
infectious and non-infectious dis-
eases. Among the temporary be-
ne!ts are fewer road tra$c acci-
dents and reduction of respiratory
deaths due to cleaner air.

We can take heart in the remar-
kably decisive way in which our
country has reacted. It is obvious
that: our government can make
quick and well-informed deci-
sions; our administration can put
in place e"ective steps despite the
size and diversity of our country,
and our scientists and doctors can
lead the world in providing useful
and timely solutions and
information.

A new concern
Finally, it may seem a bit illogical
to be terri!ed of COVID-19 but not

worried about other diseases. To-
day, a person above 65 years of age
in India is still far more likely to die
of a heart attack, stroke or even tu-
berculosis than of COVID-19. So-
mehow we seem to believe that
these diseases only a"ect “others”
and continue to smoke, eat and
drink in excess. 

A dose of terror here may do
some good. Moreover, there is an
air of familiarity with these diseas-
es. Our minds have adjusted to live
with them. But it would be pru-
dent to remember that about
20,000 people die every day in
our country, about 5,000 due to
heart disease and another 2,000
due to strokes. Even if there is a
10% increase in these numbers
caused by delays or denied access
to health care in the current scena-
rio, it could translate into thou-
sands of additional deaths every
day.

But COVID-19 is a new threat.
Many things about it are still un-
known. And every one of us feels
the possibility of becoming its next
victim.

In this latest crisis, no country
can expect to come away un-
scathed. But we would have surely
learnt a lot. And only time will tell
if we used the lessons well and it
was all worthwhile.

Dr. Raj B. Singh is Consultant Respiratory

Physician, Apollo Hospital, Chennai

Taking a long view of the pandemic !ght 
It remains to be seen whether bene!cial e"ects of the lockdown and steps to contain COVID-19 become well established 
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A
s I write this piece, the novel
coronavirus has infected
nearly 5,200 people in our

country and 165 people have died
from the disease. More than 400
patients have recovered, thanks to
the relentless e"orts of our medi-
cal practitioners and administra-
tive machinery. 

As Albert Einstein once said, in
the midst of every crisis, lies great
opportunity. This is the time to
start improving our health-care
management, formulating a coop-
erative Centre-State relationship
to build a health-care network,
and ensuring that equipment and
personal protective equipment
(PPE) is available to all practition-
ers. Rajasthan, for instance, had
pathology laboratories during the
Swine #u outbreak in the year
2009-10 in each division. These
laboratories were augmented
without any loss of time this time.

Rajasthan "ghts back 
The Corona Containment Pro-
gramme in Rajasthan has been the
most intense and proactive. As
early as February 2020, I chaired
multiple meetings and video con-
ferences and also the sensitisation
programmes of all cadres of health
professionals and administrators. 

The Jaipur SMS Medical College
was chosen as the nodal centre for
the containment programme; it
now has 1,200 beds with adequate
distancing and adequate supplies
of PPE. There are 500 ventilator
beds, now being increased to
3,000 beds. The results have been
very encouraging. Of 7,000 cases
tested, 200 have been found posi-
tive, with four unfortunate deaths.
The rest have either recovered or
are in the process of recovery. 

The treatment protocol fol-
lowed by our experts at the SMS

hospital had cured three Italian
patients and many more with a
track record of no mortality so far
solely due to COVID-19 infection.
Rapid response teams have been
monitoring all the hotspots, trac-
ing contacts and working to isolate
cluster zones. Door-to-door
screening has been the hallmark
of our COVID Containment pro-
gramme. 

Bhilwara: Once the epicentre of
COVID-19 infections, Bhilwara has
now become a case study in con-
taining the spread of the novel co-
ronavirus. This was one of the very
!rst challenges as we were un-
aware of the nature and scope of
the spread of this virus. Moreover,
in most cases where doctors have
been a source or carriers of infec-
tion, the number of cases had spi-
ralled, making it di$cult to con-
tain the spread.

Thus, an uncompromising and
!rm approach towards lockdown
of the district along with a speci!c
structural standard operating pro-
cedure was worked out. The Tri-
ple-T method, i.e. ‘Tracing, Test-
ing and Treatment’ was made
mandatory. Strict adherence to
quarantine norms and meticulous
screening of more than 32 lakh pe-
ople, resulted in the curbing of a
number of COVID-19 infections in
Bhilwara. This very procedure is
being followed now for the entire
State where more than !ve crore
people have been screened till
now. Ruthless containment was
the key. 

Bhilwara to Ramgunj: Ramgunj
is another case in point which is
located in the walled city of Jaipur.
A congested, dense locality, it
makes observance of social dis-
tancing very di$cult. Hundreds of
people from the area have been
sent to isolation facilities after the
importance of living separately
was explained to them in detail.
The State has imposed curfew in
38 urban towns and cities, includ-
ing Ramganj. 

I am proud of the fact that our
mottos, “Rajasthan Satark hai”
(Rajasthan stays alert) and “Koi
Bhuka nahi Soega” (No one shall

sleep hungry) have become the
war cry in our administration. A
“Unity of Command and Unity in
Communication” system, which is
very useful in dealing with crises,
has been implemented. An emer-
gency war-room, with deployment
of senior Indian Administrative
Service o$cers and o$cials from
multiple departments, has been
activated at the State-level for
round-the-clock monitoring. Ev-
ery district has a similar system. 

Rajasthan has identi!ed one
lakh beds for quarantine if the
need arises. Medical sta" due for
superannuation has been given ex-
tension of services till September
2020. A call centre has received
over 18,000 calls regarding lock-
down-related grievances; these
were resolved in no time. Three
additional help lines have been
created to deal with medical grie-
vances. 

Better planning, synchronised
Centre-State action and inter-State
coordination could have helped in
avoiding migrant workers being
put to di$culty. But Rajasthan
rose to the challenge and made all
arrangements for their food, stay
and screening. Cooked food pack-
ets for daily wagers, street vendors
and needy people who are not co-
vered under the National Food Se-
curity Act (NFSA), are being pro-
vided free of cost. Two lakh
packets of cooked food were
served on April 3, 2020 in Jaipur
alone. 

Social security measures 
A relief package of %2,500 crore
for the weaker sections and suste-
nance grants of %2,500, for 31 lakh
construction workers, factory
workers and street vendors, and

destitutes have been disbursed. 
More than 78 lakh social securi-

ty pensioners have been given two
months pension directly into their
accounts. A survey of destitutes is
being carried out to ensure that
they do not su"er from a lack of es-
sential rations. 

Essential ration supply has been
sent to every gram panchayat, so
that the patwari/gram sewak may
give it to the people in need. Home
delivery of essential commodities
is being facilitated. Pregnant and
lactating women are being tracked
to ensure institutional delivery,
immunisation and essential food
and nutrition. We have created a
helpline to ensure food and fodder
for stray animals and birds and our
teams are working in close coordi-
nation with non-governmental or-
ganisations and Gaushalas. 

Distribution of free food grains
to all bene!ciaries of the NFSA is
being done in the State. Fifteen
lakh small and marginal farmers
and the Scheduled Tribe farmers
would be given free hybrid seeds
(maize and bajra) for the coming
kharif crop. Farmers are being
provided tractor and farm equip-
ment for harvesting, threshing
and other agriculture-related ac-
tivities free of cost or on very no-
minal rent. 

Interest-free crop loan of
%8,000 crore will be disbursed in
Kharif 2020, which will bene!t 20
lakh farmers. Fixed charges in the
electricity bills of establishments
are being deferred. The State go-
vernment has also given relief gi-
ven to the hotel and tourism in-
dustry by giving them
reimbursement of State Goods
and Service Tax for three months
up to June 2020 and relaxation in
excise fees.

Empowering States 
The Prime Minister’s package of
%1.7-lakh crore is a welcome step.
Although additional funds need to
be pumped in, preferably priori-
tising them in proportion to the
population and number of COVID
cases in respective States, others
can be given aid in equitable pro-

portions. This can be executed
with the active participation and
consultation of the States and also
with the Goods and Services Tax
Council or on the standards for-
mulated by the Inter-State Coun-
cil. 

The government of India should
establish standard protocol to en-
sure transportation of essential
commodities so that the supply
chain of essential items is main-
tained during the lockdown. A
one-stop-shop solution should be
made available by the government
of India to States for the procure-
ment of medical equipment such
as ventilators and PPE kits instead
of having each State Government
running from pillar to post in
search of manufacturers and sup-
pliers. 

The government of India needs
to facilitate su$cient health infras-
tructure and PPE kits for doctors
and medical sta". The Central
Health Ministry needs to make it
easier to procure them by issuing
suitable standardisation and pric-
ing. 

Looking ahead
I would like to believe that the
world would be a very di"erent
place once this pandemic is over. I
hope we ‘recognise’ that the peo-
ple in the forefront of this !ght do
not discriminate while saving
lives, lending help, and restoring
harmony. Their commitment to-
wards their duty and society is the
greatest investment in nation-
building today. And, therefore,
there cannot be a more !tting ex-
ample than these testing times to
realise the importance of compas-
sion and humanity. We are a coun-
try with one of the richest exam-
ples of heritage, culture, ethnicity
and demography. We thrive on
our diversity. 

So let us not make the mistake
of rising out of the COVID-19 crisis
and then succumb to divisive polit-
ics. May this pandemic teach us to
be better human beings. 

Ashok Gehlot is the Chief Minister 

of Rajasthan

A script of action, responsibility and compassion 
The Coronavirus Containment Programme in Rajasthan has been intense and proactive; challenges are being met 

Ashok Gehlot 
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A
merica’s refusal to ease sanctions on Iran even
when the West Asian country is struggling hard
to contain the novel coronavirus spread with li-

mited resources shows its total disregard for the hu-
manitarian situation in the Islamic Republic. Iran, the
hardest hit by the pandemic in West Asia, has already
seen 3,739 deaths and 62,589 infections. To be sure,
Iran failed on multiple fronts in the battle. The govern-
ment was initially reluctant to enforce drastic restric-
tions on businesses, religious establishments and peo-
ple. As infections began spreading at an exponential
pace, it was more than what Iran’s health-care system
could handle. And during the crisis, the cash-strapped,
isolated regime struggled to meet people’s needs. But
what accentuated these failures are the American sanc-
tions. Last year, the sanctions, reimposed by President
Trump after he unilaterally pulled the U.S. out of the
Iran nuclear deal in 2018, shrank the country’s econo-
my by 8.7%. The fall in oil prices and the pandemic have
multiplied Iran’s woes. The sanctions have also debili-
tated its ability to import even humanitarian goods. The
U.S. rejected calls for easing sanctions, saying exports
of these goods to Iran are already exempted. But it is
not that easy. Most global banks, fearing U.S. retaliation
and legal consequences, stay away from doing business
with Iran, which makes it di$cult for the Islamic Repu-
blic to !nd a functional payment mechanism. With the
economy in dire straits, it also lacks the resources to
make purchases.

The U.S., which has the most number of COVID-19 in-
fections, should be in a better position to understand
Iran’s woes than any other country. America has alrea-
dy seen about 11,000 deaths from 368,533 infections.
Despite the U.S. being the world’s largest economy, and
home to a gigantic health-care industry, authorities
there appear clueless on quick containment. Learning
from its own tragedy, Washington should have suspend-
ed or at least eased the sanctions on Iran, allowing the
country to import food, medicines and other humani-
tarian goods without restrictions. Such a decision
would also have provided an opportunity to both coun-
tries — on the brink of a military con#ict early this year
— to resume diplomatic engagement. It is still not too
late for Mr. Trump to take a humanitarian decision and
turn it into a diplomatic opening. The Iranian leader-
ship should realise that this is not the time for America-
bashing. This is an hour of crisis, globally. Tehran’s fo-
cus should be on getting maximum help from abroad
and bee!ng up its !ght at home to save lives. Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei’s recent comment that Iran
“has the capability to overcome any kind of crisis and
challenges” is far removed from reality. Iranians need
help and the U.S. should reconsider its policy of punish-
ing them, at least in this time of a pandemic.

Sanctions and pandemic
Iran needs all the help it can get; 

the U.S. must review its hostile policy 

A
s the world watches, India must plan its strategy
for a calibrated exit, possibly in a week, from the
most aggressive lockdown anywhere to contain

the novel coronavirus. The government faces the chal-
lenge of normalising some level of daily life and oiling
the wheels of the economy, without causing a surge in
cases that could follow wrong steps. It is wholly wel-
come that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has sought
the views of the States on the way forward beyond the
21-day lockdown, and mandated his Ministers to come
up with a set of priority actions under a business conti-
nuity plan. The strategy will have to take into account
the exodus of migrant labour from cities to their home
towns or to camps set up along inter-State corridors. Gi-
ven that this is harvest season, cessation of activity due
to labour issues can trigger food de!cits and high pric-
es. On the medical front, States are monitoring those
under isolation or in quarantine and straining to trace
the contacts of those who attended the Nizamuddin
congregation, many of whom are now found in distinct
clusters in some districts. The States must also scale up
testing, as part of the latest ICMR advisory for clusters
and migration centres, and going forward, as part of the
exit strategy. Against this complex background, the
States are cautious, and Telangana and Chhattisgarh
have voiced doubts about an exit without a clear plan.

Reducing the risk of withdrawal from lockdown will
depend on prioritised actions. The experience of Chi-
na, South Korea and Singapore, who are ahead of the
curve thus far, provides pointers to opening up of activ-
ity after a phase of movement curbs. These countries
opted for enhanced testing, isolation of the infected,
tracing of patient contacts and strict quarantine. After
three weeks or more of lockdown, India, where 284 dis-
tricts have so far been a"ected, should institute a sys-
tem of testing that includes not just indicative cases but
surveillance samples to determine the extent of spread.
This will enable targeting and containment to speci!c
areas. With high emphasis on social distancing, univer-
sal mask use and hand washing, it should be possible to
open up some activity and release the pressures build-
ing up under the lockdown. Needless to say, free and
widely available testing, and support systems for those
infected, will encourage universal adoption. The identi-
!cation of hotspots, where a virtual lockdown could be
in force even if the nationwide curbs are relaxed, would
require planned, humane measures to ensure availabil-
ity of food, other essentials and medicines. Mass gath-
erings, long-distance travel and leisure activity would
have to wait. Urban mobility for workers in the absence
of public transport could be made possible by encou-
raging bicycle use where feasible, avoiding congestion.

Preparing for exit
Overall relaxation of lockdown needs massive

testing and support for infection clusters 
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The present conflict between Iran and U.S. is the result of  longstanding differences between the 
countries spanning around four decades.The decades saw Iran aspiring a nuclear program and the 
resulting trade sanctions imposed on it by U.S., formulation of  JCPOA and the withdrawal of  U.S. from 
the deal in 2018.The tensions have escalated presently with the killing of  the Iran’s top security and 
intelligence commander Major General Qassem Soleimani in a drone attack in Baghdad claimed by 
U.S. 
Iran has pursued a nuclear program since at least 1957, with varying degrees of  success. By the late 
1980s during a brutal war with Iraq, Iran decided to develop nuclear weapons to ensure its security. 
Consequently, Iran pursued nuclear agreements with China and Russia throughout the 1990s to 
support its ongoing research into the development of  nuclear weapons.Under growing scrutiny and 
international pressure, in 2003-04 Iran agreed to terminate its nuclear weapons program, insisting 
only that it maintain its nuclear centrifuges for nuclear energy. However, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) exposed that Iran had continued to pursue nuclear weapons later in 2003. 
P5+1 countries (United States, China, France, Germany, Russia, and the United Kingdom) began a 
series of  negotiations in an effort to constrain Iran’s nuclear program and prevent the development of  
nuclear weapons.To encourage Iran to cease uranium enrichment and come to the negotiating table, 
the UN Security Council imposed economic sanctions on Iran in 2006.The negotiations of  P5+1 
resulted into an agreement called JCPOA in 2015, giving Iran relief  from some sanctions. The U.S. 
government under Trump opted out the deal in 2018 citing it was redundant, bringing the countries on 
front foot again. 
 
Iran has announced its full withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of  Action (JCPOA), 
commonly known as the Iran nuclear deal. The Joint Comprehensive Plan of  Action (JCPOA) is an 
agreement between Iran and P5+1 countries (United States, China, France, Germany, Russia, and the 
United Kingdom). 
The nuclear deal was endorsed by UN Security Council Resolution 2231, adopted on July 20, 2015 and 
requires Iran to significantly cut its stores of  centrifuges, enriched uranium and heavy-water, all key 
components for nuclear weapons, in exchange of  relief  from the sanctions implied on it. 
Donald Trump had walked away from the landmark nuclear treaty in May 2018 arguing that it 
emboldened Iran to act against American interests and gave Iran greater negotiating power. 
Iran decided to fully withdraw from the pact criticizing U.S. for General’s killing and the international 
community for failing to adequately pressure the U.S. to return to the deal. (To be continued) 
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The true object of history, in the words of
Mr. Federick Harrison, is to show us the life
of the human race in its fulness and to follow
up the tale of its continuous and di!cult
evolution. Judged from this accepted stan-
dard, Mr. Vincent A. Smith’s recent work,
“The Oxford History of India” fails to ful"ll
its function. It is rather unfortunate that his
point of view should be one that generally
pervades the psychology of almost all Euro-
pean or American students of Oriental cul-
ture and politics sicklied over with the dog-
ma, of the “Superior race!” Mr. Benoy
Kumar Sarkar in his admirably critical view
of Mr. Smith’s “The Oxford History of India”
remarks that the sense of historical perspec-
tive is lacking in the book and that Mr. Smith
has been led, in spite of himself, to interpret
his entire story with an eye to the “event of
1757” as if the three of four thousand years of
Hindu political life and Indo-Saracenic evo-
lution were merely preliminary to Plassey.
He also notices in the pages of the book a
strong current of prejudice that is born of
the political propaganda on behalf of the
vested interests and the powers that be, to
which Mr. Smith’s scholarship happens to be
harnessed. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 8, 1920

Oxford History of India.
(From an Editorial)

The COVID-19 pandemic is reopen-
ing several questions that were consi-
dered resolved by the end of the last
century. It is upending our familiar
world that was built over the last cen-
tury, challenging certitudes that held
our sanity. Our life after the pandem-
ic will be de"ned by at least 10 ques-
tions on the prevailing organising
principles of humankind. 

Utilitarian question
First, the virus has resurrected the
classic utilitarian question in an im-
mediate life and death situation:
whether or not, how many, and
whose deaths will be acceptable for a
greater common good. “I’m sorry,
some people will die… that’s life,” de-
clared Brazilian President Jair Bolso-
naro. “You can’t stop a car factory
because of tra!c deaths,” he said.
That an ageing population is an eco-
nomic burden on society has long
become our common sense. There is
indeed an incentive in their dying —
social Darwinism, the survival of the
"ttest principle has never been test-
ed this close to the bone. Data will be
harvested to debate the relative net
utility of di#erent responses to the vi-
rus. Was Kerala rational in saving the
lives of a nonagenarian couple? What
is the balance between economic
and social goals? 

Second, what is national power?
“We need to have more ‘germ games’
like we have war games,” Bill Gates
said some years ago. The U.S. is the
pre-eminent military and economic
superpower. The diminishing poten-
cy of military hardware has been
constantly demonstrated since 26/11,
but that has not reduced the global
appetite for weaponry. Strategies for
expanding national power involve
extracting and transferring public
wealth to global corporations while
the accompanying politics deludes
the masses into a faux sense of pow-
er. The paradox of power is global.
India is in a particularly pitiful situa-
tion. Hindutva nationalism’s celebra-
tion of militarism has corresponding-
ly reduced the attention on social

infrastructure. Its middle class
speaks about India’s dubious military
prowess but an unwanted encounter
with the country’s healthcare infras-
tructure may have disrupted their
fantasy. Will there be a new under-
standing of power and security?

Third, whither globalisation? All
countries have tried to enforce bor-
der controls to stop the virus, which
ironically also demonstrated their fu-
tility. Global cooperation and multi-
national governance can be jetti-
soned only at the world’s peril as we
know now. A more serious threat to
humanity, climate change, has al-
ways appeared distant, but this one
is urgent. Hence, the question is not
whether we have more or less global-
isation but about its character. It is
now a pro"teering expedition of
soulless greed. Can there be a new
globalisation where humanity and
environment take precedence?

Fourth, how much more power
will the state accumulate? The 9/11
security horror, followed by the
2008 economic crisis, had ushered
in the steady comeback of the state.
This pandemic could ascribe divine
powers to the state. Their dread now
hysterical, the citizenry seeks bene-
volence and control from the state.
We see ingenious uses of technology
for surveillance.

Fifth, will this expanding state be
increasingly democratic or progres-
sively authoritarian? China and Sin-
gapore showed that authoritarian
measures work; Germany showed
that democratic and inclusive meth-
ods work too. But Italy and the U.S.
showed that individualism and mar-
kets can impede collective goals. In-

dia, which has deployed a hybrid of
democratic and authoritarian mea-
sures, remains an open test case.

Sixth, what will happen to the ne-
oliberal wisdom that unbridled com-
petition of all against all improves ef-
"ciency and brings progress? “This is
not the way to do it. I’m competing
with other States, I’m bidding up
prices,” New York Governor Andrew
Coumo lamented. It is not that com-
petition is universal — the poorer un-
dercut one another while the richer
cartelize in a neoliberal world. Cuba,
considered ine!cient, has sent
healthcare professionals to many
countries. The virus tells us that
competition is risky; cooperation
could be redeeming. What is the al-
ternative? Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing, in his speech at the 19th Commu-
nist Party Congress in 2017, and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his
speech to capitalist moguls in Davos
in 2018, outlined alternatives to liber-
al orthodoxies. Collectivisation has a
new life. Italy has nationalised Alita-
lia; Spain has nationalised all hospi-
tals. History may not have ended. 

Seventh, what will happen to po-
pulism? Populists have shown remar-
kable resilience in the face of crises,
not necessarily by resolving them,
but usually by blaming other coun-
tries, communities and political op-
ponents. All populists around the
world will have a virus-mutated ver-
sion; they will use the new context to
advance their pre-existing agendas.
Which of them will tighten their grip
over their countries? Will anyone
face public wrath triggered by the
pandemic and wilt? 

Eighth, the inhuman exploitation

of labour under globalisation, la-
belled ‘e!ciency’ and ‘competitive-
ness’, has been concealed by the glitz
of globalisation and consumerist se-
duction. Reports on sweatshops in
the developing world have occasion-
ally explored the exploitation of la-
bour, but the virus has brought the
lives of labourers out into the spot-
light, in a parade of shame — working
16-hour days but unable to get paid
leave or healthcare in the U.S; mi-
grant labourers in India walking sev-
eral days to go home; and the
wretched labour camps in West Asia.

The ninth question is whether we
need to travel as much as we do. At
the end of 2019, when the virus was
just about launching its global tour,
some were travelling for no better
reason than keeping their frequent
$ier status. In October, a report com-
missioned by the U.K.’s Committee
on Climate Change had called for “a
ban on air miles and frequent $ier
loyalty schemes that incentivize ex-
cessive $ying.” An emergent no-$y
movement still struggles to get atten-
tion but now it might. “May be we
can save a few business trips now
that we know that these digital tools
work well,” Ola Källenius, CEO of
Daimler/Mercedes-Benz, told BBC.
The travel of the privileged has a pa-
rallel parody too: the large-scale
forced relocation of people.

Idea of community
The tenth is how our idea of com-
munity and boundaries has changed.
The COVID-19 crisis has let loose con-
tradictory forces. On the one hand
everyone is con"ned within the ti-
niest spaces, but on the other, the
crisis has also urged us to communi-
ty action. Neoliberalism had made all
human interactions transactional,
and each transaction standalone.
Such short-termism delinked the cur-
rent quarter from the next; the cur-
rent generation from the future — the
prevailing approach to climate
change being instructive. A sustaina-
ble organising principle of humanity
will require a conception of self-inter-
est that is not immediate in terms of
time or geography. The risks and re-
wards need to be spread over a lon-
ger period of time and larger ex-
panse of space. And that is the most
consequential challenge thrown up
by the pandemic. 

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in

Our life after COVID-19 will be de!ned by questions on the prevailing organising principles of humankind 

Ten questions posed by the virus 

Varghese K. George 
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As it "ghts COVID-19 with its meagre health-
care resources, India has chosen to bring the
economy to a near halt with no clear idea of
how many lives can be saved in this manner.
What is going to be the cost of this decision?
The 21-day lockdown will reduce the gross
value added (GVA) during this period to near
zero. More than half the GVA is contributed
by the unorganised sector. A disproportion-
ate burden of the economic cost has fallen
on this large segment. The su#ering of the
stranded migrant labourers has set o# a de-
bate: is the disruption and the economic
pain justi"ed? Is it worth sacri"cing the eco-
nomy to save lives? And at the core of such
questions is a policy dilemma: should public
health matter more than economic health?

In time, a vaccine will become available.
But the economy cannot remain shut until
that happens. A prolonged lockdown will ex-
tract a huge economic cost. Therefore, the
policy objective must be to "nd ways of en-
suring that the lockdown ends early without
compromising on public health.

Aggressive testing and isolation
The economic cost of combating COVID-19
can be reduced by combining aggressive
testing and isolation, a strategy proposed by
economist Paul Romer for the U.S. For it to
work, people must be tested in large num-
bers. Those who test positive must be isolat-
ed. This will make it unnecessary for the rest
of the population to stay home and it will al-
low the economy to restart. After ending the
lockdown too, testing of randomly selected
people must go on in large numbers, so that
those found infected can be isolated.

The success of this will depend on elimi-
nating the fears associated with isolation.
Such fears can be reduced only if isolation fa-
cilities are good. Hotels, restaurants and ca-
terers have come forward to re-purpose
their businesses temporarily for hosting
health professionals closer to hospitals. Dis-
trict administrations are taking up unsold
$ats and apartments in the suburbs of Delhi
for hosting migrant labourers. The govern-
ment should fully subsidise these costs.

The second precondition is the substan-
tial ramping up of manufacturing capacities
for medical grade masks, gloves, gowns, ven-
tilators, testing labs, etc. This ought to be on
a scale large enough for domestic use and, if

possible, for exports for costs to be low.
All this is easier said than done. The stra-

tegy calls for fully operational hospitals to be
constructed in every district of the country
in a matter of weeks. Problem-solving of an
unprecedented order will be required. Re-
cently, garment manufacturers in Coimba-
tore were asked to explore the possibility of
re-purposing production lines to make
masks. There’s been no progress on this
front, as the special-grade fabric required is
di!cult to source.

What about the funding? In normal times,
governments wrestle with dilemmas such as
whether to allocate the limited available tax
money to education, health, public tran-
sport or a sop that could change the outcome
of the next election in their favour. But dur-
ing a public health crisis, all resources must
be used to ramp up healthcare capacities.

The way forward
Since the state of the lockdown is not a nor-
mal condition, the usual policy levers be-
come ine#ective. Loan moratoriums and
cash transfers can fend o# bankruptcy and
defaults for a few months and buy time on
non-performing assets in banks. But they
cannot make good the GDP lost due to the
economic shutdown because liquidity and
cash released by monetary and "scal policies
cannot get transmitted to the real sector dur-
ing an economic shutdown unless they are
funneled into the sector that is still active,
which is healthcare. If the public health sec-
tor can be the economy’s main engine for six
months, the public health versus economic
health trade-o# can be resolved. The spread
of COVID-19 will slow down. The economic
pain of combating the virus will reduce.
There will be jobs, including for low-skilled
construction labourers. If planned and exe-
cuted smartly, the severe health infrastruc-
ture de"cit will get addressed.

Sadly, India’s economic policies for "ght-
ing COVID-19 are the opposite of what’s
needed. In a crisis, the "rst instinct of policy-
makers is to slap controls. Just about eve-
rything from masks to kits has been placed
under price controls. This has removed the
incentive for private labs to ramp up capaci-
ties. Instead, the government should fully
subsidise testing. At zero MRP, more people
with symptoms will come forward to get test-
ed. Private labs will quickly ramp up capaci-
ties if they don’t have to worry about losses.
The number of suppliers will increase. Costs
will reduce. Private enterprise and techno-
logical innovations will come up with cheap-
er tests that produce results quicker.

Puja Mehra is a Delhi-based journalist and author of

The Lost Decade (2008-18)

A di"erent economic approach
How the public health versus economic health trade-o" 
can be resolved during this pandemic

Puja Mehra 
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DATA POINT 

COVID-19 has posed an unprecedent-
ed global health challenge. World ov-
er, including in high-income coun-
tries, the pandemic has exposed the
non-resilience of health systems.
Some countries that already have a
part of their elderly population in the
workforce are considering increasing
the retirement age further, while
some others are asking retired
healthcare workers to rejoin to meet
the looming health crisis. But is this a
wise decision? 

A recent study in The Lancet Infec-
tious Diseases shows a steep age gra-
dient in deaths from COVID-19. The
case fatality rates are nearly four
times higher for those over 60 years
of age. They are 12 times higher for
those above 70 years. With this evi-
dence in hand, and no exceptions be-
ing reported, governments across the
world have advised isolation for all
those aged 60 and above. 

An unwise decision
Healthcare workers — be it doctors,
nurses, paramedical sta#, or com-
munity health workers — are clearly
at an increased risk of contracting
COVID-19. In Italy, 20% of healthcare
workers have been infected with CO-
VID-19, and hospitals have been the
focus for infection. Health workers
go back to their homes too. With
these facts in mind, it is unwise to en-
gage any health worker above the age
of 60 years unless there is no other
option. There is a global crisis of
medical-grade personal protective
equipment (PPE) and so health work-
ers are at an even higher risk. If the
PPE crises is not solved, the propor-
tion of health workers a#ected might
be even higher than what has been
experienced previously in other
countries (which could import sup-
plies from other countries, but that is
impossible today). 

Elderly healthcare workers are
more likely to face serious conse-
quences. Having a colleague suc-
cumb very early in the pandemic will
hamper the morale of not only the
health workforce but also the com-

munity. It is evident now that the CO-
VID-19 battle will last for months and
not a few weeks as was initially
envisaged.

All elderly healthcare workers
above 60 years should be ‘benched’
in phase 2 of the transmission and
even in early phase 3 and sent home,
much like what has been advised to
the general public.

Shortage of resources
However, the shortage of human re-
sources for health is a reality that
needs to be pragmatically overcome.
The elderly health workforce should
not be engaged at all in the initial
phase, and the focus should rather be
on upskilling students, trainees, and
younger health workers up the pro-
fessional ladder. As the crises dee-
pens and when there is a need, the
upskilled younger health workers
can take up high-risk positions in
emergencies, intensive care units,
and in areas with community CO-
VID-19 transmission. In contrast, el-
derly health workers, irrespective of
their skill set, can take up low-risk
positions.

A time to be humane
When this happens, the priority allo-
cation of medical-grade PPE should
be for elderly health workers. When
ventilators run out it would mean
that elderly people will not be pro-
vided one. Elderly healthcare work-
ers should mandatorily be given pre-
ference over younger non-health
workers. Governments across the
world need to declare and enforce
these policies and guidelines. This is
a moral imperative for the society to
protect those who have already done
their part all their lives. Whatever
way COVID-19 pans out, humans will
survive. What we do now would de-
termine if humanity will.

Soumyadeep Bhaumik is a medical doctor

and international public health specialist

working in the injury division and on policy

impact at The George Institute for Global

Health, New Delhi, and Giridhara R. Babu is

Professor and Head, Lifecourse

Epidemiology, Public Health Foundation of

India, Bengaluru

Why healthcare workers above
60 should be ‘benched’
There is a moral imperative to protect those who
have already done their part all their lives

Soumyadeep Bhaumik 
& Giridhara R. Babu

The Lok Sabha to-day (April 7) decided to
refer to the Privileges Committee the beating
by the police of some members of Parlia-
ment yesterday and their being prevented
from proceeding to the Lok Sabha even
while it was in session. The motion for refer-
ring the matter to the Committee was made
by the Leader of the Opposition Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh, and supported by Mr. R. D.
Bhandare (Ruling Congress). The Speaker
held the motion to be in order. When the
Law Minister rose to say something after the
Speaker had given his consent to move the
motion Opposition members shouted him
down and said that unless he had some ob-
jection to the reference, he need not rise.
The Speaker said he did not think there was
any objection and asked Dr. Singh to move
the motion. The Speaker said he had re-
ceived notices of identical motions from 10
members including Dr. Ram Subhag Singh.
He also received from Mr. K. L. Gupta ( Jan
Sangh) notice of another motion which, he
said, related to a di#erent matter. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 8, 1970

Body to study beating up of M.Ps.
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Plain Read

I

India’s overall relationship with Iran 
can also get affected by the growing 
tensions, according to observers. For 
India, Iran provides an access to 
Central Asia and Europe by 
bypassing Pakistan. 
It can adversely affect Indian 
investments in Chabahar Port in 
Iran, as the tensions in the country 
will be detrimental to the 
completion of  the project. 
It can lead to rise of  Taliban in 
Afghanistan, backed by Iran, in order 
to disturb the Afghan Peace Deals as 
it is in the interest of  US. This can 
hamper Indian interests and 
investments in Afghanistan. 
Over 8 million Indian migrants who 
live and work in West Asia could be 
affected by a potential conflict in the 
region. 
The conflict has caused oil prices to 
increase which are further expected 
to soar if  it continues to exist. 
The conflict has led to downfall in 
Share markets and will lower 
Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) and 
Foreign Institutional Investments 
(FIIs), hitting Indian economy 
further. Iran is listed under the 
blacklist of  CAATSA? What is 
CAATSA?
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(GoM), led by Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh met on
Tuesday to review the situa-
tion. This was its fourth
meeting since March 25. In-
puts, suggestions and feed-
back from the discussions at
the meetings are conveyed
to the Prime Minister by Mr.
Singh.

The GoM recommended
steps to enhance testing fa-
cilities in laboratories and
expressed satisfaction over
the measures in place to
provide shelter and food to
migrant workers.

Mr. Singh tweeted that
the GoM had an extensive
discussion on the prevailing
situation. 

“The amount saved
through these decisions
would be utilised in streng-
thening India’s !ght against
COVID-19. The ministers al-
so shared their insights on
how we can overcome the
situation and help the peo-
ple stay motivated & vigilant
in the battle against CO-
VID-19,” he tweeted. 

Government sources told
The Hindu that “many State
governments as well as ex-
perts have requested the
Central government to ex-
tend the lockdown and the
Centre is thinking in this di-
rection.”The number of CO-
VID-19 a"ected districts in-
creased from 62 on March
20 to 284 on April 6 across
30 States and Union Territo-
ries. 

On Tuesday, the Border
Security Force (BSF) sent a
message to all its formations
that leaves of all those on
leave be extended up to
April 21. The personnel who
went on leave before the
lockdown came into force
were to join work in the
coming few days. It also is-
sued similar instructions to
its training centres where
programmes are already
running and due to termi-
nate in the coming days.
“No movement before April
21. Stay wherever you are,”
the BSF said in a statement. 

A Group of Ministers

Government mulls
lockdown extension 

While the drug’s e#cacy is
not yet clinically proven,
Mr. Trump has been a pro-
ponent of its use, calling it a
“game changer”. 

The Indian Council for
Medical Research has also
cleared HCQ to be used as a
prophylaxis, or preventive
medication, by doctors,
nurses and other health
sta".

Despite the requirement,
the Centre said it had as-
sessed that current stocks of
HCQ and other drugs that
had been freed for export
were su#cient for “for all

possible contingencies”. 
The MEA also denied crit-

icism that its decision to re-
verse its ban had been taken
under pressure from the
U.S. and other countries.

“Like any responsible go-
vernment, our !rst obliga-
tion is to ensure that there
are adequate stocks of med-
icines for the requirement
of our own people. In order
to ensure this, some tem-
porary steps were taken to
restrict exports of a number
of pharmaceutical pro-
ducts,” the spokesperson
said.

India lifts ban on export 
of hydroxychloroquine 

Nagar, Pathanamthitta, Bhil-
wara and East Delhi which
saw large number of cases
recently. Government has
been adopting a strategy for
cluster containment and for
outbreaks that are amena-
ble to management. This
strategy is producing posi-
tive results,’’ he said. 

“Indian Railways has pre-
pared 40,000 isolation beds
in 2,500 coaches and they
are making 375 isolation
beds daily and this is going
on across 133 locations
across the country,’’ he
added.

The Ministry added that
technology-led initiatives
for undertaking surveil-
lance, monitoring quaran-
tine facilities, tracking the
health of suspected patients
and their contacts placed
under home quarantine,
providing up-to-date infor-
mation to citizens, making
predictive analytics using
heat maps, with real-time
tracking of ambulances and
disinfection services are be-
ing conducted across
districts.

Stating that India had
moved from local transmis-
sion phase to the next high-
er scale of large outbreaks
amenable to containment
phase, Mr Agarwal said
three types of health care fa-
cilities have been set up for
various categories of CO-
VID-19 cases for triaging and
decision-making.

State government have
now been asked to o"er CO-
VID Care Centres (CCC) for
mild to very mild cases, ded-
icated COVID health units or
blocks for moderate cases
and dedicated COVID hospi-
tals for cases clinically as-
signed as severe.

“These [last] facilities
should either be a full hospi-
tal or a separate block in a
hospital with preferably
separate entry\exit and fully
equipped ICUs, ventilators
and beds with assured oxy-
gen support,’’ added Mr.
Agarwal.

“We have issued guide-
lines for cluster outbreak
containment and this strate-
gy is working well in areas
like Agra, Gautam Buddh

Schools, colleges may
remain closed till May 15

Media wasn’t given access to
her at all despite waiting for
hours. Is the Government of
India scared that she’ll artic-
ulate her views on illegal
abrogation of Article 370?
Time doesn’t change facts
or erase a betrayal etched in
memory,” Ms. Mufti’s
daughter Iltija Mufti said in a
tweet.

She said her mother will
approach all stakeholders
for a joint strategy to move
forward, once restrictions
are !nally lifted on her. “Op-
posing a move that seeks to
obliterate our identity has
been criminalised. But you
can’t wish away the resent-
ment and alienation people
feel by criminalising a de-
bate about illegal abrogation
of Article 370,” she said.

Leader of the newly formed
JKAP Ra! Ahmad Mir urged
the Centre to take a pur-
pose-oriented call on these
unwarranted detentions
and free all political detai-
nees, including Ms. Mufti.
“Ms. Mufti's release would
provide some solace to her
family. The situation de-
mands that all political lead-
ers and activists should be
freed,” he added.

JKAP also called for re-
lease of NC’s Ali Mohammad
Sagar, PDP’s Naeem Akhter,
Sartaj Madni, Peerzada Man-
soor, JKPM's Shah Faesal,
Hilal Rather and Kashmir
Bar Association president
Mian Qayoom and traders'
leader Yasin Khan.

“Ms. Mufti is home but
still booked under the PSA.

Mehbooba leaves jail,
detained at home now 

The Opposition criticised
the Union government for
the quick capitulation in the
face of a veiled threat by U.S.
President Donald Trump on
the ban on export of anti-ma-
larial drug hydroxychloro-
quine. The government lift-
ed the ban within hours of
Mr. Trump’s comments. 

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi took to
Twitter to argue that Indians
have the !rst right over life-
saving medicines during the
coronavirus pandemic.

“Friendship isn’t about re-
taliation. India must help all
nations in their hour of need
but lifesaving medicines
should be made available to
Indians in ample quantities
!rst,” he said without men-
tioning President Trump's
name.

Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala said
that though the Congress va-
lued and cherished India's
friendship with the U.S., it
saw Mr. Trump's language as

‘unwarranted’. Allowing the
export of hydroxychloro-
quine by bowing down be-
fore a foreign power cannot
be in national interest, he
said. “Modi ji, we request
you with folded hands to
adopt India and Indians !rst
policy. The government

should think deeply about
the export of essential medi-
cines as our citizens have the
!rst right over them”.

Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor expressed
shock over the language
used by President Trump.
“Never in my decades of ex-

perience in world a"airs
have I heard a Head of State
or Govt openly threatening
another like this. What
makes Indian hydroxychlo-
roquine "our supply", Mr
President? It only becomes
your supply when India de-
cides to sell it to you,” he
tweeted. 

Let down India: Yechury 
CPI(M) general secretary Sit-
aram Yechury said the state-
ment by the U.S. President
was completely unaccepta-
ble. “But Modi govt has suc-
cumbed to the threat by al-
lowing the export. That this
happened after an expensive
gala was organised for him
by Modi, instead of prepar-
ing to contain Covid-19,
shows how this govt has let
down India,” he tweeted. 

Senior TMC leader and
Lok Sabha member Saugata
Roy said that while the hu-
manitarian gesture made by
the Indian government was
welcome, it should have
raised concern over the lan-
guage used by Mr. Trump. 

Opposition slams drug export
‘Indians have the !rst right over life-saving medicines during the pandemic’

Special Correspondent

NEWDELHI

In the wake of the COVID-19
outbreak, Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on Tues-
day wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, o"ering !ve
suggestions to cut govern-
ment expenditure, includ-
ing scrapping the $20,000-
crore for the Central Vista
project, bannning govern-
ment advertisements to me-
dia and putting on hold all
o#cial foreign trips.

“I am writing to convey
our support for the decision
taken by the Union Cabinet
to reduce salaries of Mem-
bers of Parliament by 30%.
Austerity measures which
can be used to divert much
needed funds to the !ght
against COVID-19 are the
need of the hour. In this spi-
rit, I am writing to o"er !ve
concrete suggestions,” she
said. 

Ms. Gandhi made it clear
that the suggestions were in
response to the Prime Minis-
ter asking for suggestions
from the Congress during a
telephone conversation last
Sunday.

“First, impose a complete
ban on media advertise-
ments — television, print
and online — by the Govern-
ment and Public Sectors Un-
dertakings [PSUs] for a pe-
riod of two years. The only
exceptions should be advi-
sories for COVID-19 or for is-
sues relating to public
health,” she wrote. 

“Secondly, suspend the
$20,000 crore ‘Central Vis-
ta’ beauti!cation and con-
struction project forthwith.
I am certain that Parliament
can function comfortably
within the existing historical

buildings,” she stated. 
The money could be

spent on “constructing new
hospital infrastructure and
diagnostics along with
equipping our front line
workers with Personal Pro-
tection Equipment [PPE]
and better facilities,” she
added.

Ms. Gandhi said there
should be a proportionate
30% reduction in the expen-
diture budget (other than
salaries, pensions and cen-
tral sector schemes) for the
Union government. “This
30% (i.e. $2.5 lakh crore a
year approximately) could
then be allocated towards
establishing an economic
safety net for migrant work-
ers, labourers, farmers,
MSMEs and those in the un-
organised sector.”

“All foreign visits, includ-
ing that of the President, the
Prime Minister, Union Mi-
nisters, Chief Ministers,
State Ministers and bureau-
crats must be put on hold,”
she wrote. Exceptions could
be made in case of special
emergency or exigencies in
national interest.

Lastly, Ms. Gandhi sug-
gested that all money under
the PM CARE Fund moved
to the Prime Minister’s Na-
tional Relief Fund PMNRF to
ensure “e#ciency, transpa-
rency, accountability and
audit in the manner in
which these funds are allo-
cated and spent.”

Sonia o"ers suggestions
to govt. in pandemic !ght 
Congress president writes to Modi
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Sonia Gandhi

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Tuesday
demanded a judicial inquiry
to !x responsibility for the
Tablighi Jamaat event in Del-
hi and asserted that his go-
vernment favoured a phase-
wise lifting of the three-week
lockdown in coordination
with the Union government. 

Addressing a press confe-
rence through video confe-
rencing, Mr. Gehlot said a sit-

ting or retired judge of the
Supreme Court should
probe the matter of the role
of the Tablighi Jamaat event
in Delhi’s Nizamuddin area
becoming a super carrier

“An inquiry by a sitting or
retired Supreme Court judge
should be conducted in the
Nizamuddin episode to
make clear who all are res-
ponsible. Those who are at
fault should be booked and
punished. It will also make
clear whether there was any

mistake on part of the admi-
nistration,” he said.

“The truth should come
out as the issue has drawn
global attention. And it is be-
ing used to create an at-
mosphere that is not right
under present circumstanc-
es,” Mr. Gehlot added. 

Congress communication
chief Randeep Surjewala,
who also addressed the
press conference, said the
party was not against action
against Tablighi Jamaat in Ni-

zamuddin if they violated
any rules. 

Mr. Gehlot said Rajasthan
would start rapid testing
within a week as his govern-
ment had ordered 10 lakh
testing kits from China that
were expected soon. 

He said his government
had set up two task forces
that would go into challeng-
es posed by COVID-19 and a
decision would be taken on-
ly after their recommenda-
tions.

‘Fix responsibility for Tablighi event’
Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot demands judicial inquiry into the Delhi meet 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

An Assam MLA, who
claimed through an audio
clip that people being qua-
rantined will be killed with
injection, was arrested by
the police for sedition and
other charges on Tuesday.

The police in central As-
sam’s Nagaon district said
Aminul Islam, who repre-
sents the All India United De-
mocratic Front (AIUDF)
from the Dhing Assembly
constituency, was arrested
at 1 a.m. after Assembly
Speaker Hitendra Nath Gos-
wami was informed.

He was booked under
four Sections of the Indian
Penal Code, including 124a
dealing with sedition and
153a related to promoting or
attempting to promote com-
munal disharmony. 

Nagaon Superintendent
of Police Gaurav Abhijit Di-
leep said the MLA confessed

to making the audio clip and
forwarding it.

“The communal state-
ments in the audio clip have
the potential to cause enmi-
ty between two communi-
ties. The clip raises question
marks on the Government of
India, the Constitution and
the secular fabric of the
country. There is a lot of
wrong information in the
clip,” he told mediapersons. 

“We have seized his mo-
bile phone for ascertaining
who the clip was forwarded
to. We will bring all of those
in the gamut of our investi-
gation and !nd out how ma-
ny people were involved and
if it was a conspiracy,” Mr.
Dileep said.

In the audio clip, Mr Islam
is heard saying people were
being kept in quarantine
centres to be killed. 

Assam MLA arrested for
quarantine centre remarks
Aminul Islam of Dhing constituency booked for sedition

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI

Serious charges: Police personnel arresting Mr. Islam for
making communal remarks in Nagaon on Tuesday. * ANI

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday rejected the inte-
rim bail plea of Christian Mi-
chel James, an alleged mid-
dleman arrested in
connection with the Agus-
taWestland VVIP helicopter
deal case, terming his ap-
prehension that he may
contract COVID-19 while in
jail as “unfounded”.

Jutice Mukta Gupta, who
conducted the hearing
through video conferenc-
ing, noted that Mr. James
was lodged in a separate cell
with only two other prison-
ers and was not in a barrack
or dormitory where there
are a number of prisoners. 

“It is not the case of the
petitioner that any of the
two inmates residing with
him are su"ering from CO-
VID-19. Hence, the appre-
hension of the petitioner, al-
so because of the vulnerable
age and overcrowding in
jail, that he is likely to con-
tract COVID-19 which may

be detrimental to his health,
is unfounded,” the judge
ruled.

The Court also said that
further investigations, after
the !ling of the charge sheet
by CBI and the complaint in
the case by the Enforcement
Directorate, were pending
in both the cases. “Hence, at
this stage, release of the pe-
titioner even on interim bail
is not warranted,” it said. 

Mr. James had claimed
that his health condition
was critical, especially with
the risk of contracting the
COVID-19 infection.

Christian Michel James’s
interim bail plea rejected
Delhi HC says claims are ‘unfounded’ 
Staff Reporter

New Delhi

Christian Michel

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the govern-
ment to respond to a peti-
tion to urgently evacuate
hundreds of Indian students
stranded in the United King-
dom due to lockdown and
disruption following the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India Sharad A.
Bobde issued notice to the
Ministries of External A"airs
and Civil Aviation. They
have to reply by April 13, the
next day of hearing.

The petition, !led by Su-
preme Court advocate Mad-
hurima Mridul, whose
daughter is one among ma-
ny students stuck in the
U.K., said India is “probably

the only country that has
imposed an embargo on the
return of its own citizens,
and while other countries
are making all possible ef-
forts to repatriate their
stranded citizens, India,
with its travel bans, has
made it impossible for its
own citizens to come back
home.”

The petition said coun-
tries with far greater inci-
dence of mortality like Chi-
na, Spain, Italy, Iran, South
Korea and the United States
had not imposed any em-
bargo on the return of their
nationals from foreign
shores. “It was unreasona-
ble and arbitrary to not
make optimum use of the
national resources at this
critical juncture,” it said.

SC seeks reply on plea to
evacuate Indian students
Centre has to respond by April 13
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Countries and organisations
around the world have halt-
ed routines and chosen iso-
lation as the way to check
the COVID-19 pandemic. Evi-
dently the four Indian astro-
naut candidates training in
Moscow are no exception to
a lockdown in their own
spaces — for at least this
month.

While space missions
have been quietly suspend-
ed and deferred in India and
everywhere else. 

In an e-mailed reply to
The Hindu, Russian space
company Glavkosmos JSC
( Joint Stock Company) quot-
ed its Director General Dmi-

try Loskutov as saying that
isolation applied to the In-
dian astronaut trainees as
employees across Moscow
switched to tele-work from
March 30 up to the end of
April.

“Lockdown has strongly
been recommended for the
astronaut-elects, as well as
for the personnel” of the Ga-
garin Research & Test Cos-
monaut Training Center
(GCTC), Mr. Loskutov said.

Glavkosmos stressed that
the training has been neith-
er stopped nor suspended
and is going on as sche-
duled. They are healthy and
have been working and exer-
cising on their own for the
last week or so at the GCTC. 

The four candidates are
pilots in the Indian Air
Force. They started their
year-long general training
programme in early Febru-
ary. The !nalist/s will circle
Earth for a few days as part
of the !rst Indian human
space mission, Gaganyaan,
which is planned for the
year 2022.

The Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
had not replied to a similar
query at the time of going to
print.

The candidates are
healthy and have completed
25% of the programme and
continue working according
to their training plan, Mr.
Loskutov said.

Amid lockdown in Russia,
Gaganyaan trainees healthy 
‘Training neither stopped nor suspended; it is on track’

Special Correspondent 

Bengaluru 

CRPF jawan killed in
militant attack
SRINAGAR

A Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) jawan was killed
in a militant attack in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag district
on Tuesday. An official said
unknown militants surfaced
at Goriwan in Bijbehara in the
afternoon and hurled a
grenade and opened fire on a
law and order patrol of the
CRPF. A CRPF Head
Constable, Shiv Lal Netam
from Chhattisgarh, suffered
injuries in the attack and was
declared brought dead at a
hospital. He belonged to the
CRPF’s 116 Battalion. The area
was cordoned off but the
militants managed to escape
from the spot.

Woman dies at detention
centre for ‘foreigners’
GUWAHATI 

A 60-year-old woman in one
of Assam’s six detention
centres for ‘declared
foreigners’ has died. Official
records say she was the 27th
such person to have died
since 2009 and the 2nd this
year. Officials of the Kokrajhar
Central Jail, which is also a
detention centre for women
declared foreigners, said
Rabeda Begum died of cancer
on April 5. Kokrajhar is about
225 km west of Guwahati. She
was in the detention centre
on February 22, 2018, after a
Foreigners’ Tribunal in Central
Assam’s Hojai district
adjudged her a non-citizen
who entered India illegally.

‘Govt. must act to halt
pay cuts and lay-o!s’
NEW DELHI

To halt the ongoing pay cuts
and lay-offs in the private
sector, the government must
compensate employers and
help them tide over the
economic recession that has
been exacerbated by the
lockdown, Communist Party
of India-Marxist (CPI-M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury wrote in a letter to
President of India Ramnath
Kovind. Mr. Yechury wrote to
Mr. Kovind after his earlier
letters to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
did not draw any response. 
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Gaganyaan is the human space flight programme under which Indian 
astronauts will go into space by 2022.This will be done by using its own 
capabilities.  
A GSLV-Mk III launch vehicle will lift them to their orbit, which has the 
necessary payload capability to launch a three-member crew module in low 
earth orbit. 
If  successful, India would become the fourth nation to conduct a human 
space flight programme after USSR/Russia, USA and China. It is a ₹10,000-
crore Indian human space flight scheduled for 2022.  
India has signed agreements with Russia and France for cooperation on the 
Gaganyaan mission. 
DRDO signed MoUs with ISRO to offer technologies for the mission, 
including space food, survival kits for crew, radiation protection equipment 
and parachutes.



CM
YK

A CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU CHENNAI

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2020 9
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

COVID-19

Fighting spirit: A worker disinfecting a contaminated zone in Borivali, Mumbai; people standing in a queue outside a bank in New Delhi; !re service personnel spraying disinfectant in Bhubaneswar; and Manmohan Singh, 73, getting discharged after recovering
from COVID-19 at the LNJP Hospital in New Delhi on Tuesday. * AADESH CHOUDHARI, SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA, BISWARANJAN ROUT & R.V. MOORTHY

MUMBAI NEW DELHI BHUBANESWAR NEW DELHI

Can a loss of smell be an ear-
ly warning for a COVID-19 in-
fection? Multiple reports
have surfaced, primarily
from Europe and the United
States, from physicians and
ear, nose and throat special-
ists, of COVID-19 patients
complaining of an inability
to smell — or anosmia. Ho-
wever, it is not clear whether
neurons in the brain that are
responsible for recognising
various odours are dam-
aged, or whether other cells
may be involved. 

Researchers at Delhi’s In-
drapastha Institute of Infor-
mation Technology report in
the study that is still being
peer-reviewed but available
as a public preprint, that it is
not neurons but a class of
cells in the upper regions of
the nasal cavity that may be
involved: these are called
sustentacular cells and hori-
zontal basal cells. Crucially,
both are not directly in-

volved in helping us smell,
but nourish and support the
cells that help us do, and so
the virus may be in!icting an
indirect attack on the olfac-
tory sensory cells.

While research on this as-
pect of the disease is emerg-
ing, studies say the loss of
smell is di"erent from dimin-
ished smell or a lack of per-
ceiving !avour in food when
one is a#icted with a cold or
stu"y nose.

Researchers Krishan Gup-
ta, Sanjay Kumar Mohanty,

Siddhant Kalra, Aayushi Mit-
tal, Tripti Mishra, Jatin Ahu-
ja, Debarka Sengupta and
Gaurav Ahuja inferred this
by bio-informatics tools and
estimating the presence of a
key enzyme — called ACE 2
(Angiotensin Converting En-
zyme) — in these olfactory
cells. The coronavirus has
spike proteins that bind to
ACE 2 receptors on human
cells and the enzyme’s pre-
sence is a proxy to revealing
the signature of the virus in
the body’s cells.

Clinical symptoms
Research so far suggests that
it take between 5-14 days for
clinical symptoms of the vi-
rus — dry cough, laboured
breathing and fever — to
show and unless this manif-
ested, those infected are
likely to continue socialising
and spreading the virus.

The authors did not o"er
comment on their work be-
cause it has not yet been pu-
blished in a scienti$c jour-

nal. Samir Brahmachari, a
molecular biologist and
former Director-General of
the Council for Scienti$c and
Industrial Research (CSIR),
who was familiar with the
study, said that the $ndings
pointed to a potential
diagnostic.

“Because the loss of smell
surfaces much earlier,
anyone who does not feel
sick but registers a signi$-
cant inability to smell could
self-isolate. A questionnaire
could be used via an app, for
users to check or report
these systems to a doctor,”
he said. 

An analysis by a team at
King’s College London
showed that 59% of CO-
VID-19 positive patients re-
ported a loss of smell and
taste, compared with only
18% of those who tested ne-
gative for the disease. These
results were much stronger
in predicting a positive CO-
VID-19 diagnosis than self-re-
ported fever, he added.

Loss of smell may be linked to cells: study
‘Virus could be in!icting an indirect attack on olfactory sensory cells’

Workers seen spraying
disinfectant in New Delhi.

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

A day after the Union Health
Ministry advocated for the
rationing of personal protec-
tion equipment (PPEs), the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) has issued
a circular on Tuesday stating
that protective N-95 masks
will be provided to all
healthcare workers involved
in direct patient care.

However, medical sta"
have complained that there
may have been “over-ration-
ing of the masks”, with the
circular from AIIMS stating
that it will provide only $ve
N-95 masks each to doctors,
nursing o%cers, technical
sta", security guards and
maintenance sta" for 20
days. The circular states that
the issued N-95 masks are to
be disinfected by individual
users and re-used at least
four times each, thus
stretching their use for over
half a month.

“It is imperative that in ac-
cordance with evidence-
based scienti$c literature
these N-95 masks are to be
disinfected by individual us-
ers [by keeping them in

open after use or by other
methods] and reused at least
four times each,” states the
circular.

Following the circular on
masks, AIIMS also issued
guidelines for reuse of PPEs
which noted that the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has
strained resources tremen-
dously in the healthcare set-
ting and that one of the most
urgent issues is the fast de-
pletion of PPEs used in the
care of patients.

However, it warns that
while decontamination and
reuse of PPEs may extend
existing on-hand supplies,
currently decontamination
of PPEs for purposes of
reuse is not recommended.

Doctors raise concerns over rationing

special correspondent

NEW DELHI

AIIMS said it would provide
only !ve N-95 masks to each
nurse and doctor. * AP

AIIMS sta" told to
reuse masks, PPEs

Several thousand ex-servi-
cemen have been mobilised
across the country to assist
the civil administration in
dealing with COVID-19, the
Defence Ministry said on
Tuesday. It is being coordi-
nated by the Department of
Ex-Servicemen Welfare
(DESW) and veterans are be-
ing contacted through the
Kendriya Sainik Board and a
network of 32 Rajya Sainik
Boards at the State level and
403 Zila Sainik Boards.

“Brig. Satinder Singh
(Retd.), Director Rajya Sai-
nik Board, Punjab, has said
they have employed 4,200
ex-servicemen (ESM) as
guardians of governance
who are present in every vil-
lage of Punjab for data col-
lection and community sur-
veillance,” the Ministry said
in a statement. 

According to Brig. Ravi

(Retd), the Zila Sainik
Boards in 75 districts of Ut-
tar Pradesh are assisting a
team of ESM in monitoring
ration distribution, com-
munity surveillance and
running of community
kitchens. They have already
identi$ed and contacted
6,592 ESM from the Army
Medical Corps and put them
on standby for any contin-
gency, the statement said.

In Andhra Pradesh,
around 300 ESM are assist-
ing the police while some
ESM associations are distri-
buting food and essential
commodities among the
poor, the Ministry said. Brig.
Ravi Munniswamy (Retd.),
who is coordinating the ef-
fort across Karnataka, is
leading a team of 45 veteran
bicycle riders in Bengaluru,
who through a WhatsApp
group are providing medi-
cine and essential supplies
to the old and the in$rm. 

Veterans to assist civil
administration in States
Work will be coordinated by DESW 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Uttar Pradesh plans to lodge
asymptomatic COVID-19 pa-
tients in facilities such as ho-
tels, lodges or hostels to free
up space for more serious
patients admitted to hospi-
tals, a senior o%cial said on
Tuesday.

U.P. currently has over
10,000 isolation beds and by
moving asymptomatic pa-
tients to facilities near hospi-
tals, the government can ac-
commodate an additional
10,000 patients, said Amit
Mohan Prasad, Principal Se-
cretary, Health. “The hospi-
tal beds can be more useful
for the more serious pa-
tients,” said Mr. Prasad.

While it was estimated
that around 75% of COVID-19
patients are asymptomatic,
the U.P. government was go-
ing with a “conservative” es-
timate of 50%, he said.

The government would
“hire” the buildings near
hospitals to accommodate
the asymptomatic patients
and treat them there, he
said.

U.P. has also set up 4,243

quarantine homes and
lodged 1.29 lakh persons in
them till Tuesday, said Awan-
ish Awasthi, Additional Chief
Secretary, Home Depart-
ment. The district police
chiefs and magistrates have
been instructed to ensure
“entertainment” facilities for
people lodged in these

centres. Television sets
could be installed where
needed and food menus
changed, he said.

The number of positive
cases in U.P. has climbed to
314, spread across 37 dis-
tricts, said Mr. Prasad. Out of
these, 166 were linked to the
Tablighi Jamaat.

U.P. currently has testing
facilities at 10 laboratories.
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath has said COVID-19 test-
ing laboratories would be set
up in district hospitals of all
divisional headquarters.
Sample collection centres
would be set up in all 75 dis-
tricts, he said.

U.P. to move asymptomatic
patients to hotels and lodges
There is need to free up space for more serious patients, says senior o#cial

special correspondent

LUCKNOW

Safety measures: Health workers attending to people arriving for COVID-19 tests at a hospital
in Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday * PTI

Amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Bihar govern-
ment is all set to take ac-
tion against 198 doctors
who were found absent
from their duty on di"e-
rent dates.

The State Health Depart-
ment had, earlier, can-
celled all leave, except ma-
ternal and study leave, for
doctors and healthcare
personnel till April 30. The
government also enforced
the Epidemic Diseases CO-
VID-19 Regulation, 2020,
on March 17. The State on
Monday transferred civil
surgeons in 16 districts.

The State Health Depart-
ment found 76 doctors ab-
sent from duty on March
31, 60 on April 1 and 62 on
April 2. Later, the Depart-
ment issued show-cause
notices to 76 government
doctors, while giving them
three-days’ time to res-
pond. “They have been
asked why they should not
be proceeded against un-
der sections of the Epidem-
ic Diseases Act, 1897, and
the Disaster Management
Act, 2005,” Principal
Health Secretary Sanjay
Kumar said.

Bihar to take
action against
198 doctors 
special correspondent

Patna

As Dharavi reported two
more positive cases on Tues-
day, Shiv Sena MP from the
area Rahul Shewale has de-
manded that Asia’s biggest
slum be locked down. He has
demanded that every resi-
dent of the slum, with a pop-
ulation of eight lakh, be test-
ed and the Reserve Police
Force be stationed here as
people are not maintaining
social distancing. 

The two patients reported
on Tuesday are the 80-year-
old father and 49-year-old
brother of a 30-year-old wo-
man who had tested positive
earlier. The three are resi-
dents of Baliga Nagar that
had been declared a contain-
ment zone earlier. Her fami-

ly members had already
been declared high risk con-
tacts and were under isola-
tion. The father has now
been moved to Kasturba hos-
pital while her brother is at
the COVID-19 facility in
Andheri. With this, the num-

ber of positive cases in Dha-
ravi have now increased to
seven, including one death.
Of the seven, four were in
Baliga Nagar alone, one on
Dharavi main road, one at
Mukund Nagar and one in
Madina Nagar.

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation has been hold-
ing health camps in these
containment zones and so
far, more than 3220 people
have been screened for
symptoms. Six are consi-
dered highly probable and
have been quarantined al-
ready. In all, 78 people have
been actually tested for the
virus in Dharavi.

Mr. Shewale wrote to
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, demanding a
complete lockdown of
Dharavi.

Dadar reported a third
case , a 69-year-old man liv-
ing on Chitale Road in Dadar
West. Prior to this, one case
has been reported at Shivaji
Park and another near Por-
tuguese church.

Dharavi reports two more cases 
MP asks Uddhav to lock down slum; around 78 have been tested for the virus 

No breathing space: Maintaining social distance in the wake of
COVID-19 is a distant dream in Dharavi. * PRASHANT NAKWE

Staff Reporter

Mumbai

A status report $led by the
Ministry of Home A"airs
(MHA) in the Supreme Court
on Tuesday shows that Kera-
la government operates over
65% of the total number of
active shelters and relief
camps for stranded migrant
workers run by various
States governments in the
wake of COVID-19 pandemic.

Maharashtra government
comes a distant second with
1135 camps, though NGOs in
this State run 3397 camps.
Tamil Nadu government op-
erates 178 active relief camps
and shelters for migrant
workers. Two in the State are
run by NGOs.

While the number of relief
camps run by other State go-

vernments for migrant work-
ers is in two and three digits,
there are 15541 such camps
and shelters in Kerala, all of
them run by the State go-
vernment. 

The total number of active

relief camps and shelters for
migrant workers run by va-
rious State governments and
NGOs are 22567 and 3909,
respectively. 

The MHA report also
shows that 15 lakh stranded

migrant workers were given
shelter and food by their
own employers/industry fol-
lowing the COVID-19
lockdown.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India Sharad A. Bobde
was informed that the go-
vernment, Centre and States
gave food to 54,15,458 mi-
grant workers while NGOs
fed over 30 lakh.

PILs criticised
The Ministry criticised the
PILs asking questions about
the plight of migrant work-
ers following the lockdown. 

The hearing was based
chie!y on a petition $led by
activists Harsh Mander and
Anjali Bhardwaj. 

The case was listed for
further hearing on April 13.

Centre $les report on migrant workers
Kerala has most shelters for them, Ministry of Home A"airs tells Supreme Court

Long wait: Migrant workers standing in a queue to collect
food at a shelter in New Delhi. * R.V. MOORTHY

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

India is gearing for diplo-
matic activities as the U.N.
Security Council appears
set for a special session ov-
er the COVID-19 pandemic.
Sources here indicated that
South Block is tracking re-
ports that a special closed
session of the UNSC is to be
held as early as on April 9
when all 15 members of the
highest U.N. body are likely
to discuss the situation on
the intensifying crisis that
has disrupted life and eco-
nomy in India as well.

The session will draw
statements from all the
member-countries with in-
terested non-members par-
ticipating as observers. A
meeting of the UNSC had
been talked about since the
beginning of the pandemic
in China in December
2019, but the process
seems to have taken o"
with the arrival of the Do-
minican Republic as the
president of the body. 

Though other regional
and global bodies like G20
have convened urgent vir-
tual summits, the Security
Council’s inability to meet
raised concern in world
capitals in recent weeks.

Special UN
session likely
tomorrow 
Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI
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The sense of  smell is part of  our chemical sensing system, or the chemosenses. Sensory cells in our 
nose, mouth, and throat have a role in helping us interpret smells, as well as taste flavors. Microscopic 
molecules released by the substances around us (foods, flowers, etc.) stimulate these sensory cells. 
Once the cells detect the molecules they send messages to our brains, where we identify the smell. 
Olfactory, or smell nerve cells, are stimulated by the odors around us--the fragrance of  a gardenia or 
the smell of  bread baking. These nerve cells are found in a small patch of  tissue high inside the nose, 
and they connect directly to the brain. Our sense of  smell is also influenced by something called the 
common chemical sense. This sense involves nerve endings in our eyes, nose, mouth, and throat, 
especially those on moist surfaces. Beyond smell and taste, these nerve endings help us sense the 
feelings stimulated by different substances, such as the eye-watering potency of  an onion or the 
refreshing cool of  peppermint. 
 
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of  the six principal organs of  the United Nations 
(UN),[1] charged with ensuring international peace and security,[2] recommending that the General 
Assembly accept new members to the United Nations,[3] and approving any changes to its charter.[4] 
Its powers include the establishment of  peacekeeping operations and international sanctions as well 
as the authorization of  military actions through resolutions – it is the only body of  the United Nations 
with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states. The council held its first session on 
17 January 1946 
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COVID-19

As on April 7, India has
shared nine whole genome
sequences of the novel co-
ronavirus (SARS-CoV-2)
with the Global Initiative
on Sharing All In!uenza
Data (GISAID) — a public
platform started by the
WHO in 2008 for countries
to share genome sequenc-
es. All these have been
shared by the Pune-based
National Institute of Virolo-
gy. On April 2, the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) allowed all
national research laborato-
ries including those under
the Council of Scienti"c
and Industrial Research
(CSIR) to conduct testing
for the novel coronavirus.

According to CSIR Direc-
tor-General Dr. Shekhar C.
Mande, both the Hydera-
bad-based Centre for Cellu-
lar and Molecular Biology
(CSIR-CCMB) and the Insti-
tute of Genomics and Inte-
grative Biology (CSIR-IGIB),
Delhi have already started
sequencing the virus. 

Dr. Rakesh K. Mishra, Di-
rector of the CSIR-CCMB
told The Hindu that they
had begun sequencing the
genome a few days ago.
“We have sequenced the
genome of "ve virus
isolates.”

Two CSIR labs
start virus
sequencing 
R. Prasad

CHENNAI

With nine of its 10 patients having recovered from COVID-19
in just 20 days, Chhattisgarh is in the limelight for one of the
best recovery rates in the country. Starting early helped, says
State Health and Family Welfare and Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister T.S. Singh Deo. Approaching each fa-
mily to record travel history and symptoms if any bolstered
e!orts to quarantine over 77,000 suspected cases. 

What are the strategies that
have worked so far in
Chhattisgarh in its
continuing e!orts in
containing the virus spread? 

! We started early. The day
after the Republic Day cele-
brations on January 26, we
set up a war room in Raipur
and deployed rapid response
task force in districts headed
by the Collector. The war
room meets daily to ensure
the delivery of the protocol.
Once we had the rapid res-
ponse teams going, we were
able to put procedures in
place, right from identifying
places where people could
be kept to being prepared for

contact tracing, the most im-
portant measure in the ab-
sence of a much wider test-
ing protocol. 

Through these proce-
dures, 77,847 people,who
had possibly come into con-
tact or travelled from out-
side, were home quaran-
tined until April 6. In
addition, 146 people were
placed in government qua-
rantine facilities. 

Then we set up dedicated
COVID facilities. Each of the
26 districts was asked to put
up an independent facility of
100 beds. There, no other
treatment would take place.
In hostels, you could keep
asymptomatic patients but

identi"ed cases need a medi-
cal establishment. So, we
have been able to identify
4,700 beds. And we have ta-
ken over a 500-bed private
medical college, as a stand-
by. 

We set up verticals for va-
rious activities like the com-
mand centre, medical equip-
ment supply, quarantine in
home, facility quarantine,
mobility and logistics sup-
port, media, data manage-
ment, contact tracing, com-
munity tracing, hospital
management and treatment,
volunteer doctors, testing,
training, planning and man-
agement. An IAS o#cer has
been placed in charge of
each vertical with a support
team comprising related ex-
perts. 

What would you majorly
attribute the cure of almost
all the patients in
Chhattisgarh to?

! One, their immune sys-

tems. And certainly they
were looked after well by ex-
perts. But they were not se-
rious enough to be put on
the ventilator. It also meant
we were lucky that all the 10
patients who came to us
were the serious and not the
very serious ones. 

Have you also roped in
departments other than the
health and ancillary ones to
identify suspects who need

to be quarantined? How did
you go about identifying
migrant workers from your
and other States and
support them?

! The District Collector, who
heads the response teams,
can utilise the services of
other departments, includ-
ing the Panchayat. We have
asked them to get forms
"lled by every villager men-
tioning symptoms and travel
history. We have requested
the urban development de-
partment to similarly reach
out to every citizen, ideally.
We are identifying people
through mass mobilisation of
the government machinery.
As a result, we could reach
such a huge quarantine "-
gure. O#cials will visit each
family to procure informa-
tion and will upload it on our
IT system. 

How are you ensuring the
lockdown continues in
force? Have you employed

any innovative means to
ensure this?

! We are encouraging home-
based activities. Self-help
groups have sold more than
a crore face masks. Similarly,
they are making soap and
sanitiser. 

Through the MGNREGA,
we are encouraging activities
within a compound, say
preparation of organic ma-
nure. These activities are re-
munerative and are not
target-based.

Several States have asked for
a continuation of the
lockdown, what is your
view?

! I feel that people have got
used to the lockdown now
and have got into the habit.
We should take advantage of
that and deal conservatively
with the question of lifting
the lockdown. A conserva-
tive estimate and looking at
expected spikes in cases, we

must go for another 14 days
of lockdown at least.

How do you view the
Centre’s strategy in
combating the COVID-19?
Since Central agencies
recently conducted raids in
Raipur that the Chhattisgarh
government strongly
objected to, how has the
coordination been on
containing the disease
spread? 

! There hasn’t been any pur-
poseful lack of support. We
are doing our thing, they are
doing theirs. We are paying
for almost everything, but
they were trying to stream-
line the supply. I don’t think
they would have taken the at-
titude of being stepmotherly
in providing materials.
Where I have not been in
agreement with the Centre
was the screening protocol
they adopted. We did not go
in for a stronger protocol for
testing as widely as many

other countries did. If South
Korea was testing 4,000-
6,000 people per million, we
were testing three per mil-
lion owing to our protocol. 

Are you going to continue
with the strategy already in
place, or ramp up/alter
e!orts in the future?

At this point, we are focussed
entirely on providing relief in
medical facilities. Projec-
tions are that 20-60% of In-
dia’s population will be af-
fected by the disease. Today
we are taking a conservative
projection of 10%. Of these,
symptomatic patients would
probably be 10%, of which
those who would be serious
and very serious would be
15% and 5% respectively. We
are planning for the three
crore people of Chhattisgarh
with that "gure in mind. We
are building a protocol
around that. 

(For full interview, log on
to https://bit.ly/TSSinghDeo)

INTERVIEW | T.S. SINGH DEO 

‘Starting early gave Chhattisgarh a head start in tackling COVID-19’
Approaching each family to record their travel history and symptoms bolstered e!orts, says State Health and Family Welfare Minister
Sidharth Yadav
Nistula Hebbar

<> Looking at expected
spikes in cases, we
must go for another
14 days of lockdown
at least 

36 booked for hiding
details on congregation
BANDA

Cases have been lodged
against 36 persons in
Chitrakoot range in Madhya
Pradesh for negligence after
they failed to inform
authorities about their
participation in a religious
congregation in Delhi’s
Nizamuddin, police said. They
have been quarantined.

IN BRIEF

Man skips quarantine 
in U.P.’s Baghpat 
GHAZIABAD

A COVID-19 infected person
jumped quarantine in the
Khekra area of Baghpat in
Uttar Pradesh on Monday,
police said. The 60-year-old
was quarantined after it was
found that he was part of a
group that attended the
Tablighi Jamaat congregation.
He broke a window to escape
from the isolation ward.

U.P. official alleges
assault by BJP MP
LUCKNOW

Tehsildar Arvind Kumar in
Kannauj in Uttar Pradesh on
Tuesday alleged that BJP Lok
Sabha MP Subrat Pathak and
his supporters allegedly
barged into his residence and
assaulted him for not
distributing rations to people
listed by the politician. The
group thrashed him, he said.

The International Criminal
Police Organisation (Inter-
pol) has warned member
countries that cybercrimi-
nals were attempting to tar-
get major hospitals and oth-
er institutions on the front
lines of the "ght against CO-
VID-19 with ransomware. 

In an alert sent to 194 na-
tions, including India, Inter-
pol said organisations at the
forefront of the global res-
ponse to the COVID-19 out-
break had also become tar-
gets of ransomware attacks,
which were “designed to
lock them out of their critical
systems in an attempt to ex-
tort payments”.

The agency’s Cybercrime
Threat Response Team had
detected an increase in the
number of attempted ran-
somware attacks against key
organisations and infrastruc-
ture engaged in the virus
response.

“Cybercriminals are using
ransomware to hold hospi-
tals and medical services dig-
itally hostage, preventing
them from accessing vital
"les and systems until a ran-
som is paid,” Interpol said in
a note.

Interpol also issued a
‘Purple Notice’. “At this
point, the ransomware ap-
pears to be spreading prima-

rily via e-mails —often falsely
claiming to contain informa-
tion or advice regarding the
coronavirus from a govern-
ment agency, which encour-
ages the recipient to click on
an infected link or attach-
ment,” the agency said. It ad-
ded that prevention and mi-
tigation e$orts were crucial
to stopping the attacks.

“As hospitals and medical
organizations around the
world are working non-stop
to preserve the well-being of
individuals stricken with the

coronavirus, they have be-
come targets for ruthless cy-
bercriminals who are look-
ing to make a pro"t at the
expense of sick patients,”
said Interpol Secretary Gen-
eral Jürgen Stock.

“Locking hospitals out of
their critical systems n will
not only delay the swift med-
ical response required dur-
ing these unprecedented
times, it could directly lead
to deaths. Interpol continues
to stand by its member coun-
tries and provide any assis-

tance necessary to ensure
our vital healthcare systems
remain untouched and the
criminals targeting them
held accountable,” he
added.

Pattern of crimes
Separately, Interpol warned
that with a majority of peo-
ple working from home due
to the pandemic, there was a
change in the pattern of
crimes. The lockdown pe-
riod had not only led to a
“signi"cant” increase in
domestic violence but made
business establishments/fac-
tories vulnerable to thefts. 

A spurt in drug commerce
via social media/encrypted
apps, fraudulent trade in
personal protective equip-
ment and anti-viral medi-
cines, and individuals/busi-
nesses on reduced income
becoming potential targets
of loan sharks were among
the threats perceived by the
organisation.

Santosh K. Misra, Chief
Executive O#cer, Tamil Na-
du e-Governance Agency
and Commissioner of e-Go-
vernance, told The Hindu
that alerts had been received
from the Government of In-
dia on the threat of ransom-
ware/malware attacks and
the same was communicated
to the concerned depart-
ments. 

Hospitals warned of cyberattacks 
Cybercriminals are targeting critical healthcare institutions, says Interpol

S. Vijay Kumar

CHENNAI

Quick check: A thermometer being used to screen visitors at a
hospital in Hyderabad. * PTI

The Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) has cancelled book-
ing for three “corporate
trains” operated by it. Ear-
lier, the bookings were sus-
pended only till the period
of the 21-day nationwide
lockdown, that is, April 14.

The three trains are Kashi
Mahakal Express (between
Varanasi and Indore), the
Lucknow-New Delhi Tejas
Express and the Ahmeda-
bad-Mumbai Tejas Express.
An IRCTC o#cial said that
travellers who had already
made their bookings on
these trains will be fully
refunded.

The move comes amid re-
ports that the government is

considering extending the
21-day lockdown to check
the spread of coronavirus
following requests from
State governments.

The o#cial added that
bookings for other trains af-
ter the lockdown period is
currently being undertaken,
and any decision with re-
gards to these trains will
come from the Indian Rail-
ways.

IRCTC suspends ticket
bookings of 3 trains 
Passengers will be fully refunded
Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

The Lucknow-New Delhi
Tejas Express is one of the
trains suspended.

Brinda Karat, CPI(M) polit
bureau member, has raised
concern over the suspension
of certain provisions under
the Pre-Conception and Pre-
Natal Diagnostic Techniques
Act by the Union Health Mi-
nistry citing the COVID-19
pandemic. In a letter to Un-
ion Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan, she said the Ga-
zette noti"cation dated April
4 could be misused for con-
ducting illegal sex determi-
nation tests freely. 

The suspension of Clause
9(8) is of particular concern,
Ms. Karat said in her letter.
The Rule reads: “Every Ge-
netic Counselling Centre,

Genetic Laboratory, Genetic
Clinic, Ultrasound Clinic and
Imaging Centre shall send a
complete report in respect
of all pre-conception or
pregnancy related proce-
dures/techniques/tests con-
ducted by them in respect of
each month by 5th day of

the following month to the
concerned Appropriate
Authority.”

Since the medical facili-
ties come under essential
services and thus are ex-
empted from the lockdown,
Ms. Karat said if the clinic is
open and conducting tests it
should be duty-bound to
keep a register of such tests
and suspension of the rule
could lead to illegal proce-
dures. 

She asked why the rules
have been suspended till
June 30 when the lockdown
ends on April 15. 

“There was no urgent rea-
son to suspend Rules,” she
said, demanding its withdra-
wal. 

Ministry’s move could lead to
sex determination: Brinda
‘Medical facilities are exempted from the lockdown’
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

There are concerns that
pre-natal diagnostic
techniques may be misused.

The UN Women has urged
member-states to include
prevention of violence
against women in their ac-
tion plans on COVID-19 and
consider shelters and hel-
plines essential services,
calling the rise in gender-
based violence a “shadow
pandemic”. 

“Helplines, psychosocial
support and online coun-
selling should be boosted,
using technology-based so-
lutions such as SMS, online
tools and networks to ex-
pand social support, and to
reach women with no ac-
cess to phones or Internet.
Police and justice services
must mobilise to ensure that
incidents of violence against
women and girls are given
high priority with no im-
punity for perpetrators,”
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka,
Executive Director of the UN
Women, appealed to va-
rious countries in a press
statement issued late even-
ing on Monday.

According to UN Women,
globally 243 million women
and girls aged 15-49 have
been subjected to sexual
and/or physical violence
perpetrated by an intimate
partner in the previous 12
months. “The number is

likely to increase as security,
health and money worries
heighten tensions and
strains are accentuated by
cramped and con"ned liv-
ing conditions.” It says ac-
cording to emerging data,
violence against women and
girls, particularly domestic
violence, has ‘intensi"ed’.

As per data compiled by
the U.N. body, France has
seen a 30% increase in dom-
estic violence since the lock-
down on March 17. In Argen-
tina, emergency calls for
domestic violence cases
have increased by 25% since
the lockdown on March 20
and Cyprus (30%), Singa-
pore (33%) have also regis-
tered an increase in calls.
Canada, Germany, Spain,
the U.K. and the U.S. have al-
so registered an increase in
cases of domestic violence
and demand for emergency
shelter.

In an earlier message,
U.N. Chief Antonio Gue-
terres appealed for a ‘cease-
"re’ on domestic violence
after “a horrifying global
surge in domestic violence”.

Gender violence is a
shadow pandemic: UN
‘Tackle it as part of action plan’
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI <> Helplines,
psychosocial
support and online
counselling should
be boosted 

The Goa government has
hiked salaries of sta$ work-
ing at COVID-19 facilities by
20% along with providing
them a %50 lakh insurance
cover. 

Chief Minister Dr. Pramod
Sawant said that this was be-
ing done as a way of thank-

ing and appreciating the
work being undertaken by
the frontline sta$ in the
State. 

“The insurance and 20%
salary increase on their basic
pay will continue till the CO-
VID-19 "ght is on. This will
cover doctors, nurses and
even sweepers, security and
cleaning sta$,” he said. The

government will make this
available to all contractual
sta$ sourced through private
vendors, who would be
made to comply with the de-
cision. 

Rapid testing
Rapid testing with results
available in an hour com-
menced from Tuesday. The

State government has pro-
cured 2,000 Truenat rapid
testing kits from Molbio Dx,
a Goa-based company. 

The test is a real-time re-
verse transcription polyme-
rase chain reaction (rRT-
PCR) test for the qualitative
detection of nucleic acid
from SARS-CoV-2 in upper
and lower respiratory speci-

mens (such as nasopharyn-
geal or oropharyngeal
swabs) collected from indivi-
duals suspected of COVID-19.

Health Minister Viswajit
Rane said the tests would be
conducted at the Goa Medi-
cal College and Hospital,
Bambolim, Asilo Hospital in
Mapusa and the Sub-District
Hospital in Ponda. 

Goa announces salary hike for frontline workers
Aditya Anand

Mumbai

At the end of the two weeks
of lockdown, Vice-Presi-
dent M. Venkaiah Naidu on
Tuesday said considera-
tions of the health of the
people should take prece-
dence over stabilisation of
economy. 

“In my view, while the
concerns of economy can
wait for another day, that
of health can’t,” Mr. Naidu
said. “The next one week
of lockdown is very critical
for evolving an exit strate-
gy since the data regarding
the spread of virus and its
rate during the next week
will have a bearing on the
decision to be taken,” he
added. Mr. Naidu said the
Tablighi Jamaat congrega-
tion was an avoidable slip. 

‘Health more
important
than wealth’
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi
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PLAIN READ THE ENTIRE SECTION 
EXCEPT CROSSED ARTICLES.
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COVID-19

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12903 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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A discourse can run to several days, but the essence can also
be summed up in just a sentence or two, said Kidambi Na-
rayanan in a discourse. When Vibhishana arrived at Rama’s
camp, Sugriva suspected his intentions. Sugriva was justi-
!ed in worrying about Rama, for had not Rama sought his
help? Rama was a Saranagatha — One who protected those
who surrendered to Him. Should not this rule apply equally
to Sugriva? Did he not also have a duty to care about the sa-
fety of Rama who had asked for his help? This entire episode
can be summed in one line — a Saranagatha wanted to save a
Saranagatha.

Ramanuja went to Melkote when there was a threat to his
life. He was very attached to the utsava icon in the Melkote
temple. The utsava icon is called Selva Pillai in Tamil. When
the time came for Ramanuja to leave Melkote, he asked the
people of Melkote to take care of Selva Pillai as they would
their children. Lord Ranganatha was like a father anxious to
take Ramanuja back to Srirangam. Ramanuja was like a fath-
er to Selva Pillai. We can sum up all this in one line — a father
was anxious about his son, and this applies equally to Ran-
ganatha and Ramanuja. 

In Azhvar Thirunagari, the deity Adipiran is waiting for
samsaris to come and worship Him. When Rama crosses the
Ganga, He tells Sumantra to go back and inform Kaikeyi that
Rama has entered the forest. But Sumantra stays on. He
thinks that Sita will be unable to bear the di"culties of life in
a forest. In which case Rama will bring her to Sumantra ask-
ing him to escort Her back to Ayodhya. So here we have a
samsari (Sumantra) waiting for the Supreme One. So, while
in one case Adipiran (God) waits for samsaris, in the Ra-
mayana a samsari namely, Sumantra, waits for God (Rama). 

FAITH

Brief but meaningful 5 Sinful, corrupt, ugly don (7)

6 Mark to partially attach a part

of the intestine (9)

7 Cast melted tar in compound

(6)

8 Giving medicine to act on rat

(6)

9 See Princess before split (6)

15 Plot to allow men to cross (9)

17 Do use (8)

18 and 19 perhaps get siren to go

off (8)

20 Fasten heir’s carriage (5,2)

21 Announcement of Model T is

inside (6)

22 Agent of some famous star (6)

23 Nothing inside to converge

(4,2)

25 Like some positive qualities

(5)

14 Gather pass that’s overdue (7) 

16 Egg centre to connect to the

audience (4)

19 Extra discharge around lake

(4)

21 Write on Guinea's black and

white creature (7)

24 Rent? Super rate for spaces (9)

25 Host engineer entering army

corps (5)

26 Many that can be obtained

from the external operating

system (5)

27 Before power circumvents

some deep-seated bias (9)

28 Circle and shade as a means to

grab attention (8)

29 Surfaces for aircrafts (6)

! DOWN

1 Remove sandwich parcel (8)

2 Carelessly pull it in my breed

(8)

3 Woman holding approval for

Kindle (5)

(set by Sunnet)

! ACROSS

1 Season for adder? (6)

4 Included amount admitted by

stand-in editor (8)

10 Notice due to swelling (9)

11 Mother! I will drop out from

this subject (5)

12 Lift a sire roughly (5)

13 Inference in passage about top

seed (9)
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On Tuesday afternoon at a
government school in New
Delhi, residents of JJ cluster
in Khyala’s Raghubir Nagar
stood in two separate queues
waiting for meals. While this
could have been mistaken
for a common scene during
the COVID-19 lockdown,
what stood out was that the
food was prepared by Tihar
jail prisoners

Starting a couple of days
after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi announced the na-
tionwide lockdown, meals
prepared by Tihar inmates
was distributed within a 5
km radius of the jail based on
requirements, said a senior
o"cer at Tihar jail. 

At the school, head war-
den Yogender Kumar with
his team and 10 Civil Defence
o"cials ensured that the re-
sidents maintained a safe
distance from each other
and received dal, chapatis,
and rice. 

Interestingly, the meals to
be distributed are essentially
leftovers after the inmates
are served at the jail. “On
most days, food for at least
40-50 people are left over af-
ter every meal. Therefore, it

was decided that we must
send this food for those who
need it, especially the ones
dependent on daily wages.
Therefore, the food that is

left from nine prisons in the
Tihar jail premises is collect-
ed and sent,” the prison o"-
cial said.

Lunch is served inside the

prison at 11 a.m., and so by
11.45 a.m., the o"cials get an
idea of how much will be sur-
plus. Mr. Kumar then starts
collecting from each prison

and !nally leaves for the va-
rious venues by 12.30 p.m.
for lunch and by 6.30 p.m.
for dinner — with food for
about 500 people. 

The head warden said the
food is taken to places where
the Delhi government has set
up relief centres. Govern-
ment o"cials share the re-
quirement with Mr. Kumar,
who is tasked with the tran-
sport of food from Tihar jail.

The o"cial said when a
superintendent-rank o"cer
of one of the jails shared the
idea of food distribution
with the inmates, one had
said, “Sir, we will eat one
chapati less, if required.”

At the JJ cluster, people
were unaware that the food
was prepared by Tihar in-
mates. A 28-year-old woman,
Devi, said, “It doesn’t matter
who is cooking as long as we
are getting food.” However,
as Devi went an hour after
the distribution began, she
had to return empty-hand-
ed. Meanwhile, many others
said the food tasted “okay”.

School principal R.B.
Singh said people queued up
at 8 a.m. on Tuesday in the
hope of getting dry rations.
However, these people were
later informed that there was
no such facility. “People kept
a bag or one of their belong-
ings to mark their place in
the queue even if they don’t
stand,” Mr. Singh said.

Meals made by Tihar inmates feed the hungry
Lunch and dinner for 500 people being served at government schools to daily wagers and the homeless
Hemani Bhandari

NEW DELHI

Healthy fare: Rotis made by prisoners at Tihar jail being served to the needy in New Delhi on Tuesday. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

To slow the spread of misin-
formation via its platform,
WhatsApp on Tuesday an-
nounced a new stricter limit
on forwarding messages.
Now, frequently forwarded
messages — those which
have been previously for-
warded !ve times or more,
can only be forwarded to
one chat at a time.

“With billions of people
unable to see their friends
and family in person due to
COVID-19, people are rely-
ing on WhatsApp more than
ever to communicate,” the
Facebook-owned !rm said
in a blog.

It, however, added that,
“...we’ve seen a signi!cant
increase in the amount of
forwarding which users
have told us can feel over-
whelming and can contri-
bute to the spread of misin-
formation. We believe it’s
important to slow the
spread of these messages to
keep WhatsApp a place for
personal conversation.”

WhatsApp said that its
previous move to place li-
mits led to a 25% decrease in
message forwards globally

at the time. The company
had in 2018 started testing
the forwarding limit of !ve
chats at once in India,
where people forward more
messages, photos, and vide-
os than any other country in
the world. The limit was la-
ter introduced around the
world in 2019. 

The company had also
started labelling messages
that have been forwarded
many times with double ar-
rows to indicate they did not
originate from a close con-
tact. “In e#ect, these mes-
sages are less personal com-
pared to typical messages
sent on WhatsApp. We are
now introducing a limit so
that these messages can on-
ly be forwarded to one chat
at a time,” it said.

WhatsApp puts strict
limit on forwards
Move to curb spread of misinformation
Special correspondent

New Delhi

Frequently forwarded
messages can be sent only
to one user at a time now.

Nobel Laureate Abhijit Vi-
nayak Banerjee on Tuesday
recommended more wides-
pread testing across West
Bengal and setting up of a
‘hotline’ through which peo-
ple with symptoms of coro-
navirus can approach the
State government to contain
its spread. 

Prof. Banerjee has been
roped in by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee as a mem-
ber of the State’s Global Ad-
visory Board to contain the
crisis.

In a meeting through vi-
deoconference with the
Chief Minister at the State
Secretariat, the Nobel Lau-
reate said a system of “re-
porting” or information be
set up at the local level to
pre-empt the spread of
COVID-19.

“If in a particular locality
it is found that a number of
people are coughing a lot,
then there should be a sys-
tem by which that is imme-
diately reported so that tests
can be carried out in that
area. If necessary, a hotline
be established for it. This
way the virus will not be gi-
ven a chance to spread to
other localities. If a report-
ing structure is set up it will
be good,” he said from his
residence in the U.S. 

According to Prof. Baner-

jee, such a system is neces-
sary because if the outbreak
takes place in a number of
areas simultaneously, it will
be di"cult to handle.

Facilities at markets

Earlier, during the interac-
tion with the senior o"cers,
the Chief Minister had said
that markets selling essen-
tials like vegetables should
be kept open.

Prof. Banerjee suggested
that those visiting markets
should wear masks, while
maintaining social distanc-
ing and washing of hands.
He recommended that pro-
vision for cleaning hands at
the entry and exit points of
markets be made available.

Citing instances of other
countries where people en-
tering markets are sanitised,
he added that ‘before enter-
ing markets if one uses a
hand sanitiser at the entry
point and again at the time
of exit, it will yield good re-

sults in combating the
spread of the virus’.

Death toll rises to 5 

The Chief Minister told jour-
nalists that active cases in
the State had increased to 69
and the number of deaths
had increased to !ve. 

While Ms. Banerjee did
not give details about the
new cases or deaths, she
along with other o"cials
said there were seven areas
where active cases had been
reported. The Chief Minister
said most of the cases had
been reported from certain
families. Ms. Banerjee re-
fused to take questions on
those from the State who at-
tended Tablighi Jamaat in
Delhi. 

Earlier in the day, a Left
Front delegation including
CPI(M) State Secretary Sur-
jya Kanta Mishra and Left
Front Chairperson Biman
Bose met the Chief Minister
at the State Secretariat.

Abhijit Banerjee suggests more
tests, hotline in West Bengal 
Nobel Laureate calls for ‘reporting’ at the local level 

Special Correspondent

Kolkata

United stand: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee at
a meeting with Left Front leaders in Kolkata on Tuesday. * PTI

Several states, led by Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, have be-
gun lifting additional food-
grain from the Food Corpo-
ration of India (FCI), in order
to provide the extra free ra-
tion of 5 kg per person pro-
mised under the Centre’s
COVID-19 welfare package.
However, only a few States
have begun o#ering the
scheme to bene!ciaries as
yet.

According to FCI data re-
leased on Tuesday night, a
total of 17.43 lakh tonnes of
grains have been unloaded
by more than 15 States since
the lockdown began. This in-
cludes 7.25 lakh tonnes of
wheat and 10.19 lakh tonnes
of rice.

Uttar Pradesh has been
the largest bene!ciary so far,
lifting almost 2.5 lakh tonnes
of foodgrains, followed by
Bihar, which has lifted 2.1
lakh tonnes so far. Karnata-
ka, West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu have also picked up
large quantities.

“FCI has sent enough
stocks to States throughout
the country to implement
the PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yo-
jana (PMGKAY) wherein 5 kg
foodgrain per person per
month for next three months
has to be distributed free to
all National Food Security
Act (NFSA) bene!ciaries,”
said a Food Ministry state-
ment, adding that about 15
States had started lifting

grains for this purpose,
apart from the regular NFSA
allocation.

However, reports from
around the country suggest
that the extra free ration an-
nounced by the Centre has
only started making it into
the hands of consumers in a
few States so far.

Rajasthan ration card hol-
ders have reportedly begun
receiving the double ration.
In Tamil Nadu, a senior o"-
cial of the Civil Supplies de-
partment said the distribu-
tion of additional rice to
ration cardholders has also
begun along with the origi-

nal entitlement. This is over
and above the State govern-
ment’s move to give free
rice, sugar, pulses and edible
oil to all ration card holders,
apart from a cash dole of
$1,000 each.

However, in some other
States, the Centre’s extra al-
location is being mixed up
with bene!ts announced by
the State. In Jharkhand, for
example, the State govern-
ment’s announcement to
give two months worth of ra-
tion in April itself at a subsi-
dised cost is creating confu-
sion on whether this
includes the Centre’s dou-

bled ration amount or not.
In Odisha, reports suggest
that three months worth of
regular ration is being given
in advance in some areas,
but the Central allocation
has not yet been distributed.

In States like Gujarat and
Delhi, the State governments
decided to give the regular
allocation free of cost, but
the Centre’s extra allocation
is not yet being distributed,
according to ground reports.
In fact, FCI data shows that
Delhi is yet to lift its alloca-
tion as well.

(With inputs from
T. Ramakrishnan)

States pick up huge haul of grains
But many are yet to begin distribution of free extra rations granted by Centre

Out of granaries: Rice bags being carried from the Food Corporation of India godown in
Hyderabad, a transit point for foodgrain for south India. * G. RAMAKRISHNA

Priscilla Jebaraj

New Delhi 

The Army on Tuesday facil-
itated the safe return of a
man from Arunachal Pra-
desh, who had reportedly
crossed over to the Tibetan
Autonomous Region of
China in search of herbs on
March 19.

People living on both
sides of the McMahon Line,
the India-China border, are
often said to cross over to
collect herbs such as the
cordyceps, a caterpillar
fungus commonly known
as the Himalayan Viagra.

21-year-old Togley Sing-
kam had gone to collect
herbs from the land be-
longing to the Naa clan of
the Tagin tribe in Upper
Subansiri district. The dis-
trict’s Tagin Cultural Socie-
ty said Chinese soldiers
ambushed him and two
others. The other two,
Gamshi Chadar and Ronya
Nade, managed to escape
and report the incident to
the local authorities. 

“Our personnel ap-
proached the Chinese side
utilising the established
border management me-
chanism. Owing to peace
and tranquillity that is ex-
isting in the region and the
bonhomie that has deve-
loped between both the
border guarding forces,
Mr. Singkam was handed
over to us on Tuesday,” De-
fence spokesperson Lt.
Col. P. Khongsai said. 

Army helps
man trapped
in Tibet
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati
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WORLD

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson was taken into in-
tensive care on Tuesday with
COVID-19, while Japan’s lead-
er declared a month-long
state of emergency for Tokyo
and six other regions to keep
the virus from ravaging the
world’s oldest population. 

Mr. Johnson,55, the !rst
major world leader con-
!rmed to have COVID-19,
was in stable condition and
conscious at a London hospi-
tal, where he was receiving
oxygen but was not on a ven-
tilator, said his spokesman
James Slack. 

Foreign Secretary Domin-
ic Raab has taken over many
of Mr. Johnson’s duties tem-
porarily while he is being
treated. Britain has no o"-
cial post of deputy Prime Mi-
nister. 

“We’re desperately hop-
ing that Boris can make the
speediest possible recovery,”
said Cabinet minister Mi-
chael Gove, who is among
scores of British o"cials in
self-isolation. Mr. Johnson’s
!ancee is recovering from
coronavirus symptoms. 

Japan’s Prime Minister
made the emergency decla-
ration after a spike in infec-
tions in Tokyo, but it was a
stay-at-home request — not
an order — and violators will
not be penalised. Despite
having relatively few infec-
tions and deaths, Japan is a
worrying target for a virus
that has been killing the el-
derly at much higher rates
than other age groups. 

Caution ahead of Easter
Italy’s commissioner for
!ghting COVID-19 appealed
to Italians ahead of Easter
weekend not to lower their
guard and to abide by a lock-
down now in its !fth week. 

Citing data that shows that
pressure on Italian intensive
care wards is easing, Domen-

ico Arcuri , Italy’s commis-
sioner for the coronavirus
emergency, said “the cruel
reality is stronger that algo-
rithms.” 

“Don’t ever forget even for
an instant that this invisible,
strong and unknown virus
has taken 16,523 lives
through yesterday,” Mr. Aru-
curi said, reciting the !gure

repeatedly. “I beg you, in the
next hours and days, do not
cancel this number from
your memory.” 

Sense of normalcy 
U.S. Surgeon General Jerome
Adams said that if Americans
continue to practice social
distancing for the rest of
April, “we will be able to get

back to some sense of nor-
malcy.” 

“I want the American peo-
ple to know there is a light at
the end of this tunnel, and
we feel con!dent that if we
keep doing the right thing for
the rest of this month, that
we can start to slowly reopen
in some places,” he said.

Worldwide, more than 1.3

million people have been
con!rmed infected and over
76,000 have died, according
to Johns Hopkins University.
The true numbers are almost
certainly much higher, be-
cause of limited testing, dif-
ferent rules for counting the
dead and deliberate under-
reporting by some govern-
ments. 

British PM moved to intensive care
Spokesman says Johnson is stable and conscious; Foreign Secretary takes over ‘many of PM’s duties’

Associated Press

LONDON 

Under care: A journalist at work and a woman, right, with a banner seeking protective gear
outside London’s St. Thomas’ hospital, where PM Johnson is under treatment. * AFP

Americans were put on not-
ice on Monday not to let up
in the !ght against COVID-19,
as a grim milestone of 11,000
deaths cast a pall over the
!rst signs of optimism about
the outbreak’s trajectory.

The U.S. has emerged as
one of the world’s worst-hit
nations, with a steadily
mounting number of fatali-
ties and millions facing the
possibility of economic ruin.

Authorities began the
week by telling frightened
communities to brace for
one of the worst periods yet
in an outbreak that has not
yet reached its peak.

Johns Hopkins University,
which has been keeping a
running tally of coronavirus
numbers, said more than
3,69,000 U.S. cases had
been con!rmed, with 10,986
deaths by late Monday. 

New York State has re-
corded its highest number of
COVID-19 deaths in 24
hours, Governor Andrew
Cuomo said on Tuesday, ad-
ding though that hospitaliza-
tions appeared to be
“plateauing.”

Mr. Cuomo said 731 peo-
ple succumbed to the new

coronavirus on Monday,
bringing the State's total
death toll to 5,489. The pre-
vious single-day record was
630, set on Friday.

He said New York appeared
be nearing the peak of its
pandemic, with a three-day
average of hospitalizations
down.

“If the curve is turning,
it’s because the rate of infec-
tion is going down. If the rate
of infection is going down,
it’s because physical distanc-
ing is working.” 

Authorities have warned
that between 1,00,000 and
2,40,000 people could die
in the U.S., even in a best-
case scenario.

Nine States — all con-

trolled by Republican gover-
nors — have still not yet or-
dered total lockdowns,
much to the frustration of
public health experts.

SC nod for voting 
The Wisconsin Supreme
Court blocked a last-minute
attempt by the Governor
there to postpone the next
day’s Democratic presiden-
tial primary and other elec-
tions because of the epidem-
ic and ruled that the vote
should go ahead.

In a 4-2 decision, the top
State court overturned an
executive order from the De-
mocratic Governor Tony Ev-
ers, who had sought to delay
the election until June due to
the outbreak.

O!cials tell Americans to brace for one of the worst periods
Agence France-Presse

Washington

Making it count: A man casting his ballot in a Democratic
presidential primary poll in Wisconsin on Tuesday. * AFP

U.S. death toll crosses 11,000 

Mainland China reported no
COVID-19 deaths for the !rst
time since the pandemic be-
gan and a drop in new cases
on Tuesday, a day before the
central city of Wuhan,
where the virus emerged
late in December, was set to
lift its lockdown.

China had reported 32
new infections on Monday,
down from 39 a day earlier,
according to the National
Health Commission .

For the !rst time since the

Commission began publish-
ing nationwide data in late
January, Wuhan saw no new
deaths.

Wuhan, a city of 11 million
that reported only two new
infections in the past fort-
night, is due to allow resi-
dents to leave the city on
Wednesday for the !rst time
since it was locked down on
January 23 to curb the
spread of the virus.

From midnight, tra"c
control checkpoints in Wu-
han will be dismantled, and
normal operation of rail-

ways, airports, waterways,
highways and buses will
resume.

But zero new cases do not
mean zero risks, the provin-
cial counter-epidemic auth-
ority said in a statement.

Wuhan residents are
urged not to leave their
neighbourhood, their city
and even the province un-
less necessary.

Zhejiang, a populous pro-
vince in the east, will con-
duct all the necessary tests
on people arriving from Wu-
han over the next 14 days.

No new COVID-19 deaths in China
Reuters

BEIJING

The carcasses of hundreds
of caged cats, dogs and
rabbits have been found
inside Pakistan’s pet
markets, which were
hurriedly shuttered when
the country plunged into a
lockdown. In Karachi,
animals still alive in the
corner of the sprawling
Empress Market were
rescued only after
intervention by activists.
The carcasses of about 20
dogs were found dumped
in a sewer near Tollinton
market in the city.

Abandoned pets
die in Pakistan

Press Trust of India

Karachi

Paris o"cials said on
Tuesday they would ban
daytime jogging as people
continue to #out anti-
coronavirus lockdown
rules, after France
recorded its highest daily
death toll of 833 in just 24
hours. Under nationwide
con!nement rules that
came into force on March
17, people can leave their
homes only for essential
purposes, which had
included a solo walk or
run within one km of their
homes.

Daytime jogging
banned in Paris

Agence France-Presse

Paris

Spain’s death toll from
COVID-19 increased to 743
on Tuesday after falling for
four straight days, lifting
the total to 13,798, the
Health Ministry said.
However, it emphasised
that the rise was due to
weekend deaths being
tallied and that the overall
“downward trend” is
continuing. The new !gure
represents a 5.7% increase
over Monday’s 637 deaths.

Spain’s toll rises
to 743 after drop
Agence France-Presse

Madrid

Britain could see as many
as 66,000 COVID-19 deaths
during the !rst wave of the
current pandemic, a study
showed on Tuesday,
making the outbreak there
by far the deadliest in
Europe.

Modelling conducted by
the Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation
(IHME) at the University of
Washington’s School of
Medicine showed that
approximately 1,51,680
people were likely to die

from the virus across the
continent.

More than 5,000 people
have died from COVID-19 in
Britain, fewer than in Spain,
Italy and France. 

But Britain’s epidemic
lags behind the rest of the
continent by several days. 

The study found that
Britain could experience
66,000 COVID-19 deaths by
July, far more than Italy, the
next most severely
impacted, with around
20,000. Spain and France
were next, with 19,000 and
15,000 predicted deaths.

U.K. set for 66,000 deaths,
highest in Europe: study 
Agence France-Presse

Paris

1960s Bond girl Honor
Blackman dead at 94 
LONDON

Honor Blackman, one of the
most memorable co-stars of
the early James Bond films,
has died at the age of 94. The
actress shot to fame in her
late 30s after playing
legendary Bond girl Pussy
Galore in the 1964 movie
Goldfinger. Ms. Blackman
also became well-known for
her role as Cathy Gale in
1960s TV spy series The
Avengers. AFP

ELSEWHERE

Taliban to end ‘fruitless’
talks over prisoner swap 
KABUL

The Taliban said it will no
longer participate in
“fruitless” discussions with
the Afghan government over
a prisoner swap that had
formed a key part of a deal
with the U.S. The group’s
spokesman Suhail Shaheen
blamed the Afghanistan
government for delaying the
prisoner release. AFP

President Donald Trump
and his administration are
promoting an anti-malaria
drug not o"cially approved
for !ghting the new corona-
virus, even though scientists
say more testing is needed
before it’s proven safe and ef-
fective against COVID-19. 

Mr. Trump’s Trade Advis-
er Peter Navarro cham-
pioned hydroxychloroquine
in television interviews Mon-
day, a day after the President
publicly put his faith in the
medication to lessen the toll
of the coronavirus pandem-
ic. 

“What do I know, I’m not
a doctor,” Mr. Trump said on
Sunday. “But I have common
sense.” In promoting the
drug’s possibilities, the Pre-
sident has often stated,
“What have you got to lose?” 

Mr. Trump held out pro-
mise for the drug as he
grasps for ways to sound
hopeful in the face of a
mounting death toll and

with the worst weeks yet to
come for the U.S. The virus
has killed more than 10,000
in the U.S., and measures
meant to contain its spread
have taken a painful eco-
nomic toll and all but frozen
life in large swaths of the
country. 

But medical o"cials warn
that it’s dangerous to be
hawking unproven reme-
dies, and even Trump’s own
experts have cautioned
against it. 

Severe side e!ects 
The American Medical Asso-
ciation’s president, Dr. Pa-
trice Harris, said she perso-
nally would not prescribe
the drug for a coronavirus
patient, saying the risks of
severe side e$ects were
“great and too signi!cant to
downplay” without large
studies showing the drug is
safe and e$ective for such
use. 

“People have their health
to lose,” she said. “Your
heart could stop.” 

In a heated Situation
Room meeting of the White
House’s coronavirus task
force on Saturday, Mr. Navar-
ro challenged the top U.S. in-
fectious disease expert, Dr.
Anthony Fauci, over his con-
cerns about recommending
the drug based only on un-
scienti!c anecdotal evi-
dence. 

Mr. Navarro, who has no
formal medical training,
erupted at Mr. Fauci, raising
his voice and claiming the re-
ports of studies he had col-

lected were enough to re-
commend the drug widely,
according to a person fami-
liar with the exchange who
spoke on the condition of
anonymity to describe the
blow-up. 

Mr. Fauci has repeatedly
said current studies provide
only anecdotal !ndings that
the drug works. In response,
Mr. Navarro told CNN on
Monday, “I would have two
words for you- ‘second opi-
nion.’” 

O!-label prescribing
Doctors are already pre-
scribing the malaria drug to
patients with COVID-19, a
practice known as o$-label
prescribing. 

Research studies are now
beginning to test if the drugs
truly help COVID-19 patients,
and the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration has allowed the
medication into the national
stockpile as an option for
doctors to consider for pa-
tients who cannot get into
one of the studies. 

Scientists say more testing is needed before hydroxychloroquine is proven safe 

President Donald Trump
opening a COVID-19 test kit
in Washington. * AP

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON

White House pushes unproven drug

Australia’s highest court ac-
quitted former Vatican trea-
surer George Pell on Tues-
day of sexually assaulting
two teenaged choirboys in
the 1990s, freeing the 78-
year-old cardinal after 404
days in jail.

The Vatican welcomed
the decision and praised Mr.
Pell for having “waited for
the truth to be ascertained”.

In a statement it said it al-
ways had con!dence in Aus-
tralian justice, that Mr. Pell
had always maintained his
innocence and that the Holy
See rea"rmed its “commit-
ment to preventing and pur-
suing all cases of abuse
against minors”.

The High Court, ruling

from Brisbane, ordered Mr.
Pell’s convictions be
quashed and verdicts of ac-
quittal be entered in their
place, ending the most high
pro!le case of alleged histor-
ical sex abuse to rock the Ro-
man Catholic Church.

The seven judges of the
High Court agreed unani-
mously that the jury in the
cardinal’s trial “ought to
have entertained a doubt”
about his guilt. Mr. Pell, who
has maintained his inno-
cence throughout the leng-
thy court process, cannot be
retried on the charges.

“I hold no ill will toward
my accuser, I do not want my
acquittal to add to the hurt
and bitterness so many feel;
there is certainly hurt and
bitterness enough,” Pell said

in a statement shortly before
he was driven away from the
maximum security Barwon
Prison near Melbourne.

The verdict comes in the
middle of Holy Week, the pe-
riod leading up to Easter, the
most important day in the
Christian calendar.

A few hours after Mr. Pell’s
acquittal, Pope Francis of-
fered his morning Mass for
those who su$er from unjust
sentences. Francis did not
mention Mr. Pell by name.

‘Unjust sentences’
“I would like to pray today
for all those people who su$-
er unjust sentences resulting
from intransigence (against
them),” Pope Francis said,
speaking extemporaneously
at the start of the Mass.

An investigation of Mr.
Pell by the Vatican was moot-
ed but never formally begun.

The Pope appointed Mr.
Pell to overhaul the Vatican’s
vast !nances in 2014 and has
withheld comment on the
case throughout the trial and
appeals.

Cardinal Pell acquitted of sexual o"ences
Vatican welcomes the decision, says ex-treasurer waited for truth to emerge 

George Pell

Reuters

MELBOURNE

Former Chadian dictator
Hissene Habre has been
granted 60 days of home
arrest by Senegal’s Justice
Ministry because of the
threat of COVID-19 in the
prison where he is serving
a life sentence. 

“Habre was not re-
leased. Hissene Habre is
still in prison, it is simply
the place of detention that
has changed,” Justice Mi-
nister Malick Sall said in
the announcement late
Monday. “Habre is an inter-
national political prisoner
who has been entrusted to
us by the international
community his security is
the responsibility of the
state of Senegal.” 

Chad’s former
dictator under
house arrest
Associated Press

DAKAR

Prince Harry and his wife
Meghan Markle are planning
to launch a wide-ranging
non-pro!t organisation
named Archewell, reports
on Tuesday said.

The Duke and Duchess of
Sussex told the Daily Tele-
graph newspaper they were
establishing the organisa-
tion in the U.S., where they
are now based.

The charitable organisa-
tion will include emotional
support groups, a multime-
dia educational empire and
a well-being website among
other things.

They said they wanted “to

do something of meaning, to
do something that matters”.

The couple !led paper-
work for their new venture
in the U.S. last month, the

Telegraph said.
They have delayed releas-

ing full details about it be-
cause of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and will make an
announcement “when the
time is right”, they told the
paper.

Their proposals are for “a
vast and ambitious array of
projects” under the name
Archewell to replace their
previous “Sussex Royal”
brand, it added.

The new name is report-
edly derived from the Greek
word Arche, meaning
“source of action”, and was
the inspiration behind the
name of their son, Archie
Mountbatten-Windsor.

Prince Harry and Meghan 
to start non-pro!t in U.S. 
They have planned many projects under the name Archewell 

Agence France-Presse

London

Prince Harry and wife
Meghan in London, in this
!le photo. * REUTERS

For people who have braved
a war for 30 years, living in
camps and amid fear, stay-
ing at home in the wake of
pandemic cannot be di"-
cult, Sri Lankan Prime Mi-
nister Mahinda Rajapaksa
said, urging citizens to stay
at home for the country’s
sake. 

Speaking at a televised ad-
dress on Tuesday night, Mr.
Rajapaksa outlined the in-
itiatives being taken by the
government led by President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, his
younger brother, to combat
COVID-19 that has so far af-
fected 185 persons, of whom
six have died. 

Underscoring the pan-
demic’s impact on the global
economy, and on Sri Lanka’s
garment exports and reve-
nue from foreign remittanc-
es, PM Rajapaksa sought the
country’s cooperation to
take on the “enemy” [virus],
in order to put the country
back on track. 

Even as calls from the pol-
itical opposition to recon-
vene Parliament grow loud-
er, Mr. Rajapaksa said:
“When we tried to pass an
interim budget before disso-
lution of Parliament [on
March 2], the Parliament did
not support us,” asking
“what use” reconvening Par-
liament could be now. The
opposition has maintained
that reconvening Parliament
would be in democratic spi-
rit, and allow for grievances
from all parts of the country
to be heard better. 

Apparently responding to
requests from former Mus-

lim parliamentarians and ci-
vil society members, seeking
burial rights for Muslim vic-
tims — authorities cremated
the body of a Muslim victim
sparking concern — Mr. Raja-
paksa said: “This is not the
time to ful!l special religious
or ritual rights... this is the
time to think about the
country.” 

Leaders thank India
Earlier, Both Gotabaya Raja-
paksa and Mahinda Rajapak-
sa tweeted thanking India
for a special consignment of
essential medicines that ar-
rived in Sri Lanka via a spe-
cial Air India charter #ight.
The 10-tonne consignment
of “life-saving” medicines
were requested by the Go-
vernment of Sri Lanka, a
press release from the In-
dian High Commission in
Colombo said. 

“This is yet another ma-
nifestation of India’s unwa-
vering commitment to stand
with Sri Lanka, in rain and in
shine,” the statement said. 

India sends emergency medical supplies to Sri Lanka 

Meera Srinivasan

COLOMBO 

Mahinda Rajapaksa

‘Stay at home for the country’
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PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248.10. . . . . . . . . 3.30

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1623.80. . . . . 102.90

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 388.85. . . . . . . 63.40

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2280.05. . . . . 246.30

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4724.90. . . . . 214.15

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2253.35. . . . . . . 45.85

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 470.20. . . . . . . 46.25

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351.10. . . . . . . 33.95

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2834.50. . . . . 271.25

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 492.25. . . . . . . 43.05

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140.15. . . . . . . . . 2.40

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3583.20. . . . . 436.40

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 13096.05. . . . . 416.00

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84.50. . . . . . . . . 3.60

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518.55. . . . . . . 63.85

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 451.15. . . . . . . 45.35

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1555.15. . . . . . . 55.60

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 896.10. . . . . . . 82.25

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 1769.20. . . . . 187.15

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103.95. . . . . . . 15.15

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2444.90. . . . . 290.80

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 326.10. . . . . . . 39.45

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 383.85. . . . . . . 70.65

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 159.65. . . . . . . . . 3.25

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 639.00. . . . . . . 53.30

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 83.00. . . . . . . . . 3.50

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181.55. . . . . . . . . 3.65

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158.10. . . . . . . 17.40

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1198.05. . . . . . . 57.20

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 801.65. . . . . . . 27.00

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 321.00. . . . . . . 40.30

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 4553.65. . . . . 542.15

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 17038.65. . . 1934.00

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81.55. . . . . . . . . 2.00

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72.90. . . . . . . . . 3.05

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 158.00. . . . . . . . . 1.80

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1206.10. . . . . 128.65

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186.40. . . . . . . 10.90

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 16634.55. . . . . 850.75

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417.35. . . . . . . 41.40

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.25. . . . . . . . . 1.95

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 276.20. . . . . . . 22.45

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1775.20. . . . . 121.00

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 549.85. . . . . . . 28.95

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 947.45. . . . . . . 84.65

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3279.50. . . . . 237.90

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323.65. . . . . . . 25.55

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66.75. . . . . . . . . 3.95

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191.90. . . . . . . 11.90

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 140.90. . . . . . . 16.55

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 07

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.43. . . . . . . 75.75

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.93. . . . . . . 82.28

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 92.68. . . . . . . 93.08

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 69.14. . . . . . . 69.43

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.69. . . . . . . 10.73

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 77.48. . . . . . . 77.81

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 52.88. . . . . . . 53.12

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 53.73. . . . . . . 53.98

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.38. . . . . . . 17.47

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

07-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddd30067 ddddddddddddddd8.97 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 75.64 ddddddddddddddd0.64

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 33.17 dddddddddddddddddddd --

Indian equity benchmarks
registered their biggest sin-
gle-day gain in absolute
terms on Tuesday as global
markets rose on hopes that
the COVID-19 pandemic may
be hitting its peak and the
rising curve would !atten
soon.

The 30-share Sensex
gained almost 9%, or
2,476.26 points, to close
above the psychological
30,000-mark at 30,067.21. 

The Sensex pack saw
stocks such as IndusInd
Bank, Axis Bank, ICICI Bank,
M&M, Hindustan Unilever,
Maruti Suzuki India, Nestle,
and Reliance Industries, all
gaining over 10% on
Tuesday.

The broader Nifty gained
708.40 points, or 8.76%, to
close at 8,792.20. The India
VIX, meanwhile, dipped al-
most 6% on Tuesday — the
"rst trading session after an
extended holiday.

“The rally in the market
was driven by positive news
with regard to data from
New York and Spain on the
rate of corona infections,”
said Abhimanyu Sofat, head,
research, IIFL Securities.

“The !attening of the
curve would help a risk-on
trade in the market. Howev-
er, for Nifty to go above the
9,000 levels, one would
need some additional posi-

tive news on the domestic
front with regard to corona,”
added Mr. Sofat.

As per reports, the state
of New Jersey, which has the
second-highest number of
COVID-19 cases and deaths,
saw a 12% increase in the
number of cases on Monday
— a sharp fall compared with
the 24% rise registered on
March 30.

In India, however, the to-
tal number of cases is near-
ing the 4,500-mark with a
few State governments sug-
gesting extending the 21-day
lockdown.

On the BSE, more than
1,800 stocks rose compared
with the less than 550 that
declined. Further, more
than 400 stocks hit their up-
per circuit on Tuesday.

Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) were net buyers
at almost #742 crore while
their domestic counterparts
bought shares worth #422
crore.

Among leading Asian in-
dices, both Hang Seng and
Nikkei gained over 2% each
while the benchmarks of
South Korea, Taiwan, China,
Malaysia, Singapore and Phi-
lippines all ended with sig-
ni"cant gains on Tuesday.

Markets surge on
hopes of virus peaking
FPIs net buy !742 crore in shares

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI <> Indices see biggest
1-day gain; more
than 1,800 BSE
stocks rose, while
less than 550 fell

Gujarat-based Adani Green
Energy Ltd. (AGEL), a part of
the diversi"ed Adani Group,
had formed an equal joint
venture with French energy
giant Total SA. 

Total SA has invested
#3,707 crore in the JV that in-
cludes 2.148 GW of solar pro-
jects operating across 11
States in India. The deal
portfolio also includes Res-
tricted Group 1 and 2 pro-
jects, that had recently
raised $862.5 million from
international bond markets. 

Restricted Group 2 was
the "rst investment grade
rated issuance by a renewa-
ble business in India and was
widely recognised by global
capital markets and interna-
tional publications, the Ada-
ni Group said in a release. 

“The transaction under-
lines the partners’ commit-
ment to contribute to ad-
dressing India’s sustainable

development goals. Through
the establishment of the
joint venture, both partners
aim to adhere to highest
standards of governance and
strengthen the foundation of
the partnership between the
two groups,” Adani Group

stated in the release. 
The closing of the transac-

tion in the current environ-
ment reinforces the strength
of the relationship between
two partners and under-
scores the robust joint cli-
mate commitment of both, it

said. AGEL has set an ambi-
tious target of achieving 25
GW solar power capacity by
2025, which is aimed at be-
coming the largest solar
player in the world by 2025
and the largest renewable
player in the world by 2030. 

Moreover, to support the
group’s renewable energy vi-
sion, the group has commit-
ted to invest over 70% of its
budgeted capital expendi-
ture into clean energy and
energy-e$cient systems in
the country. 

SECO tender

Recently, AGEL participated,
as successful bidder in Solar
Energy Corporation of India
(SECO) tender of manufac-
turing linked development
project for a capacity of 8
GW and is awaiting its award. 

This is second deal bet-
ween the Adani Group and
Total SA in the energy sector.
Earlier, Adani Gas and Total
SA formed a JV for gas distri-
bution and retailing of petro-
leum products in India.

Total invests !3,707 crore in Adani JV
The equal joint venture with the French energy giant includes 2.15 GW of solar projects 

Special Correspondent 

AHMEDABAD

Sunny days ahead: AGEL has set a target of achieving 25 GW solar power capacity by 2025,
which will make it the largest solar player in the world. * AFP

<> Adani is to invest
70% of capex in
clean energy and
energy-e!cient
systems

In order to provide greater
!exibility to the State go-
vernments to tide over
their cash !ow mismatches
due to the lockdown, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has decided to increase the
number of days for which a
State or a union territory
can be in overdraft contin-
uously to 21 working days
from the current stipula-
tion of 14 working days.

The RBI has also in-
creased the number of
days for which a State / UT
can be in overdraft in a
quarter to 50 working days
from the current stipula-
tion of 36 working days.

“This arrangement will
come into force with im-
mediate e%ect and will re-
main valid till September
30, 2020,” the RBI said.

RBI eases
overdraft
rules for States
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The COVID-19 spread in In-
dia has added to the woes of
the real estate sector, which
is saddled with huge unsold
inventory.

The January-March quar-
ter of 2020 has witnessed an
increase in unsold inventory
as launches outpaced sales
by a signi"cant margin. 

Unsold inventory in-
creased from 4,42,228 units
in the last quarter of 2019 to
4,55,351 units in the "rst
quarter of 2020, according
to a report by JLL.

In this period, Mumbai
surpassed Delhi NCR to be-
come the market with the
maximum quantum as well
as value of unsold inventory,
the real estate consulting

"rm said. “Across the top se-
ven cities, developers are sit-
ting on an unsold inventory
worth #3.7 lakh crore at the
end of March 2020,” JLL
said.

“An assessment of years to
sell (YTS) reveals that the ex-

pected time to liquidate this
stock has increased margi-
nally from 3.2 years in the
last quarter of 2019 to 3.3
years in Q1 2020. With antici-
pated slower sales in the
coming quarters, the time to
sell is likely to increase,” it

said. “Having said this, the
RBI’s intervention to provide
a 3-month moratorium on all
term loans by "nancial insti-
tutions will alleviate short-
term liquidity concerns and
help developers survive in
these uncertain times,” it
added.

Despite the concerns of
the outbreak of COVID-19 in
many countries, the January
to March quarter saw a 3%
increase in new launches of
residential units compared
to the same period last year. 

Out of total new launches
of 40,574 units in the top se-
ven markets, Mumbai and
Bengaluru accounted for
nearly 60% of the overall
launches during the quarter.

JLL said a rebound in In-
dia’s residential property

market will be in!uenced by
the intensity, spread and du-
ration of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

It said homebuyers de-
ferred their purchase deci-
sions due to the evolving sit-
uation around COVID-19,
which led to sales declining
by nearly 30% in the Janu-
ary-March quarter year-on-
year. “The impact of the on-
going pandemic on business
activities has become more
prominent since the begin-
ning of March 2020,” the re-
port added.

The situation is likely to
aggravate the liquidity chal-
lenges faced by developers
and restrict new launches
for some time after normal
business conditions are res-
tored, it added.

Developers sitting on !3.7 lakh cr. in unsold inventory
May take longer than usual to sell existing 4.55 lakh units, says real estate consultancy "rm JLL

The situation may aggravate liquidity challenges developers
face and restrict new launches for some time. * RAJEEV BHATT

Lalatendu Mishra 

MUMBAI

Tata Power Solar, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Tata
Power, has received appro-
val to build a 300 MW CPSU-
II for NTPC post the reverse
auction held on February 21,
at a price of #1,730.16 crore.

The commercial opera-
tion date (COD) for this grid-
connected solar photovol-
taic project is set for Septem-
ber 2021. 

With this order, the order
book of Tata Power Solar
stands at approximately
#8,541 crore, including ex-
ternal and internal orders.

Ashish Khanna, MD &
CEO, Tata Power Solar, and
president, Tata Power (Re-
newables), said, “This being
a DCR project, we will be
building the project with our
own cells and modules.”

In September 2019, post
reverse auction, Tata Power
Solar had received a Letter
of Award to develop a 105
MW Floating Solar Project
worth about #343 crore, in-
cluding three years of opera-
tions and maintenance.

This venture is executed
on the reservoir of NTPC
Kayamkulam district in
Alappuzha, Kerala, and is to
be commissioned within 21
months.

Tata Power unit bags 300
MW deal for !1,730 crore
Commercial operation date Sept. 2021
Special Correspondent

MUMBAI 

About 80,000 jobs are ex-
pected to be cut by retailers
due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, according to a
survey by industry body RAI.

Retailers Association of
India (RAI) had conducted a
survey of 768 retailers,
which employ 3,92,963 peo-
ple across India, to gauge
their view on the impact of
COVID-19 on their business
and manpower.

“Small retailers are ex-
pecting to lay o% 30% of
their manpower going for-
ward, this number falls to
12% for medium (sized) re-
tailers and 5% for large retail-
ers. On the whole, retailers
who were surveyed expect
lay-o%s of about 20% of their
manpower,” RAI said.

The expectation of re-
trenchment of 20% amounts
to 78,592 people.

According to the industry
body, small retailers fea-
tured in the survey employ
less than 100 persons and ac-
counted for 65% of the res-
pondents. Medium retailers
have 100—1,000 employees
making up for 24% of res-
pondents, while large retail-
ers employ over 1,000 peo-
ple and accounted for 11% of
the respondents.

Ever since the lockdown
was imposed on March 25,
more than 95% of non-food
retailers have closed their
outlets and are looking at
practically no revenues dur-
ing the period and expect to
earn only about 40% of last
year’s revenue in the next six
months, the survey said.

As for food retailers, in
the next six months they ex-

pect to earn 56% as com-
pared to last year’s revenues.
With most of food retailers
also selling non-essential
goods in the same or di%e-
rent stores, the non-food bu-
siness in the stores has come
to a standstill during the
lockdown, leading to reve-
nue loss, it added.

On the business outlook,
70% of the retailers expect
business recovery to happen
in more than six months,
while 20% expect it to take
more than a year.

On expectations from the
government, RAI said two
out of three retailers employ-
ing substantial workforce
want employee salary and
rent support to manage their
"xed costs and limit man-
power downsizing.

RAI further said two out of
"ve retailers want conces-
sions and relief on GST, taxes
and loans.

Virus to cull 80,000 retail jobs: RAI survey
Over 95% of non-food retailers have shut shop since lockdown took e#ect

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Shutters speak: Two out of three retailers surveyed want
employee salary and rent support from the government. * AP

State Bank of India, the
country’s largest lender,
has reduced the marginal
cost of fund-based lending
rate (MCLR) by 35 basis
points (bps) across all loan
tenures. The new rate will
come into e%ect from April
10. 

With this cut, the one-
year MCLR of SBI will be
7.4%.

“EMIs on eligible home
loan accounts (linked to
MCLR) will get cheaper by
around #24 per #1 lakh on a
30-year loan,” SBI said.

The move comes after
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) reduced the repo rate
by 75 bps in the last week of
March. 

The lender has also re-
duced the savings account
deposits rate, the second
such cut in a month and
third cut since November
2019.

“In view of adequate li-
quidity in the system, SBI
realigns its interest rates on
savings bank deposits, with
e%ect from April 15, 2020,”
SBI said. 

The new rate will be
2.75% for both savings ac-
count balance of less than
#1 lakh and above #1 lakh. 

SBI cuts MCLR
by 35 bps
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Shares of private sector
lender Indusind Bank shot
up 22.6% to #384.05 apiece
on Tuesday after the len-
der reported healthy busi-
ness growth for the fourth
quarter.

In a "ling with the ex-
changes, the lender said its
advances grew 13% for
FY20 to #2.1 lakh crore
while deposits rose 4% to
#2.02 lakh crore. Retail de-
posits and deposits of small
business customers were
up 34% year-on-year, the
bank said.

Liquidity coverage ratio
stood at 112.2% for the
quarter ended March 31,
2020. The share of low cost
deposits to total deposits
fell to 40.5% in March end
from 42.4% three months
ago.

Indusind Bank
shares surge
22.6%
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai The growing sense of perso-
nal hygiene, social distanc-
ing and safety following the
COVID-19 pandemic out-
break has made people stay-
ing in paying guest (PG) ac-
commodations and private
hostels to move to facilities
run by co-living companies
that provide better living
conditions, albeit at a slight-
ly higher cost.

Last week, Tech Mahindra
moved its sta% numbering
about 100 living in PG ac-
commodation and elsewh-
ere to a co-living facility run
by Guesture at Electronics
City, Bengaluru. More corpo-
rates are considering similar
arrangements to protect
their employees as the work-
from-home culture is likely
to continue.

Analysts said following
the virus outbreak, the unor-

ganised housing sector (PGs
and private hostels) is facing
major issues because of the
health, hygiene, cleanliness,
infrastructure, density and
maintenance of the space
during this hour of crisis.
These places, according to
them, are not best suited to
adjust to work from home.

Sriram Chitturi, founder

of Guesture and founding
president of the Rental
Housing Association of India
said, “The transition from
the unorganised to the or-
ganised sector has gained
momentum. A lot of re-
quests are coming from peo-
ple and companies asking if
we could accommodate
them.”

“This mega trend is play-
ing out in this industry. Ear-
lier, when we cautioned
them [corporates] about
such living conditions, they
were not that receptive. To-
day, COVID-19 has changed
that attitude,” he added. 

He said companies them-
selves would realise that
there should be emphasis to-
wards hygiene, cleanliness
and standardisation. 

“The unorganised players
will be losing out substantial-
ly because governments
have started enforcing rules
on the number of people
that can be accommodated
in a particular space,” he
said.

Besides, corporates have
now realised that for their
business continuity issues,
their people must live and
work from a place which
does not lead to productivity
loss. 

Companies shift their employees from PGs and hostels to co-living facilities

Lalatendu Mishra 

MUMBAI 

No clean zone: Paying guest units and hostels have hygiene
and maintenance issues. * V. SREENIVASA MURTHY

Virus forces corporates to rethink on hygiene 

The Indian economy is likely
to witness a sharp contrac-
tion of 4.5% during Q4FY20
and is expected to recover
gradually to post a GDP
growth of just 2% in FY21,
rating agency ICRA said.

ICRA said it reduced the
growth forecast due to the
nationwide lockdown im-
posed in the backdrop of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Concerns have morphed
from the impact of imports
from China on domestic sup-
ply chains into domestic and
external demand shock,
with social distancing and
lockdowns leading to pro-
duction shutdowns and job
losses in some sectors,”
ICRA said. Sectors that will

be impacted the most are
aviation, hotels, restaurants
and tourism, auto dealer-
ships, ceramic tiles, gems
and jewellery, retail, ship-
ping, ports and port servic-
es, seafood and poultry and
micro"nance institutions.

The impact on sectors
such as automobiles, auto
components, building mate-
rials, construction, chemi-
cals, residential real estate,
consumer goods, pharma-
ceuticals, logistics, banking,
mining, paper, consulting,
ferrous metals, footwear,
glass, plastics, power and
trading are going to be
moderate.

“The low impact sectors
will be education, dairy pro-
ducts, fertilisers and seeds,
FMCG, healthcare, food and

food products, insurance,
telecom, utilities, sugar, tea,
co%ee and agricultural pro-
duce,” ICRA said.

The rating agency said ex-
tended demand disruptions
are likely to lead to elongat-
ed payment cycles. 

“Since an entity’s liquidi-
ty position is of paramount
importance to support its
credit pro"le, it is expected
that several entities would
seek to conserve cash, either
by invoking force majeure
clauses to revoke payments
or by deferring payments to
the extent possible,” it said,
adding this could result in
many entities facing working
capital blockage as their re-
ceivables get stretched and
inventory not reducing si-
multaneously.

Economy to contract 4.5% 
in fourth quarter, says ICRA
Ratings agency pegs FY21 GDP growth at 2%

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai
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Gavaskar donates 
!59 lakh; Pujara also 
makes a contribution 
NEW DELHI

Sunil Gavaskar has donated
!59 lakh and Test regular
Cheteshwar Pujara has also
made an unspecified
contribution to the PM-
CARES Fund. Rohan Gavaskar
tweeted “...this was done last
week. 35 because he scored
35 hundreds for India and 24
because he scored 24 for
Mumbai. Prayers for
everyone’s good health and
that we are all safe and
sound.” Pujara, for his part,
thanked all the frontline
warriors, including doctors,
para medical staff, and
police, who are doing selfless
service at this critical
juncture. PTI
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SPORT

The American novelist and short
story writer John Cheever said it

best, although others too have said
something similar: “I can’t write
without a reader.” 

It is the reader who makes the
writer; the audience which makes
the performer. Can you conceive of a
concert, for example, in an empty
hall, or a cricket match with no one
in the stands? A few months ago this
would have sounded absurd. Now
we are forced to consider it in our vi-
rus-induced world of isolation and
inactivity. 

The UEFA Champions League, Se-
rie A in Italy, the English Premier
League, Mexico’s football league
were only some of the events that ex-
perimented with matches in empty
stadiums before lockdowns and tra-
vel restrictions became the norm.
There is something weird about
playing in empty stadiums — espe-
cially since we call popular sports
‘spectator sports’.

Cricket has sometimes been

played in empty stadiums — but that
was because no one turned up to
watch. The expression “two men
and a dog” was used so often to de-
scribe the turnout at some county
matches in England that it has
evolved into a sporting cliché. In In-
dia in recent years, Ranji Trophy
matches would sometimes count as
well attended if two men and a dog
actually sat in the stands. 

Immoral feel
There is something almost immoral
about sport sans spectators. True, at
the top level, it is not the paying
spectator at the stadium who keeps
the sport alive, but those munching
on chips and nuts on their sofas back
home lounging before a television
set. Cricket has long ceased to be on-
ly a game played over 22 yards and
become one played on the 22 inches
(and more) of the television screen.

I suspect it is possible, thanks to
CGI, to put cheering crowds into the
background when a game is in reali-
ty being played in empty stadiums,
and maybe that is where we are
headed. I don’t know if technology is
advanced enough for us to be shown
Don Bradman facing up to Jasprit
Bumrah or C.K. Nayudu taking on
Shane Warne. 

However, that is a discussion for
another day. Meanwhile, the IPL. It
hasn’t been formally called o! yet

nor have fresh dates been an-
nounced. That’s understandable. It
certainly can’t take place this month
nor does it seem likely it can in the
near future. 

As with so many issues relating to
the current situation, no one knows.
Can India squeeze in a small window
for a truncated tournament in Sep-
tember? No one knows. By when
should a call be taken? No one
knows. Contact-tracing and curve-
"attening enter the discussion — two
terms few had heard of till recently.

Already the World T20 in Austra-
lia in October-November is looking
shaky, while the World Test cham-
pionship is stuck in limbo and the
ODI league (scheduled to begin next
month) might have to be cancelled. 

‘Has the weight’
Not surprisingly, players and those
involved with the tournament are
hoping the IPL is held this year. En-
gland’s Jos Buttler told ESPNcricinfo
that the IPL “has the weight” to force
changes in the calendar. Sanjay
Manjrekar thinks it will kick start the
economy. These are positive
thoughts even if built on nothing
more substantial than hope. The In-
ternational Cricket Council meeting
May 8 -10 might provide some answ-
ers, or at least a set of alternatives.

Star India acquired the rights for
IPL for #ve years in 2018 for

$16,347.50 crore while franchises
have paid a king’s ransom for some
of the players. You can see their di-
lemma. 

It is crass to speak of such huge #-
gures at a time when the country,
and especially its poor are in dire
straits. Not playing a tournament for
one year is hardly in the same league
as lives lost and livelihoods deprived
in recent weeks. If there is a school
of thought which believes that play-
ing a truncated IPL — whenever that
might be — at empty stadiums would
salvage something from the wreck-
age of the coronavirus, that is under-
standable too. 

But this is not like transporting
the whole tournament lock, stock
and barrel to South Africa as the se-
cond edition was. There was no
treacherous virus then, no travel res-
trictions, no danger in crowds and
no need for social distancing. The
13th edition faces something sport
hasn’t had to deal with in such num-
bers and with such intensity. 

If Cheever were to return to our
midst, he might be surprised to hear
a fan has ‘heard’ all his short stories.
‘Readers’, in the classic sense may
not be necessary in the age of audio
books. Perhaps spectators may not
be necessary in the age of television
and live streaming. Still, the human
cost of even a curtailed tournament
might be too high.

As with so many recent questions, no one
knows the answer to the fate of the IPL

BETWEEN WICKETS
suresh menon

In these tough times, with
lockdown in e!ect and long
days passing ever so slowly,
one might feel an emotional
emptiness deep inside. To
best avoid this slippery
slope, this downtime should
be used to exercise the mind
in order to keep spirits high,
India and Bengaluru FC
(BFC) football star Sunil
Chhetri believes.

“It is important that eve-
ryone exercises their minds.
These are unprecedented
times; it’s easy to get bogged
down. The key is to stay
calm, take care of your phys-
ical health and, more impor-
tantly, your mental health. 

“Find things to keep your-
self busy, hoping that these
days will pass soon,” Chhetri
told The Hindu.

The striker appealed to
everyone to stay indoors in
the #ght against the corona-
virus outbreak, while o!er-
ing some advice on how to
spend time wisely.

“Now is a great time to
read that book you’ve been
putting o!, #nally getting
down to cooking something
you’ve been wanting to put
together, learning a lan-
guage, taking a short course
online — the options are
plenty. 

“And if you can squeeze in
a little basic workout at
home, that would be ideal.
Most importantly, whatever
it is you choose to do, make
sure you’re exercising your
mind,” he said.

Raising funds
Chhetri led the e!ort to raise
funds from current and
former Indian footballers to
donate an undisclosed
amount to the PM-CARES
Fund. 

“All the national team
boys came together and de-
cided we needed to help. It
didn’t take any forcing or
coaxing. Everyone came for-
ward willingly, and that was
heartening. Even some of
the former players, when
they heard of this, jumped
right in with their contribu-
tions,” Chhetri said.

He is not concerned about
the lack of football action, as
there are far bigger concerns
to tackle.

Fortunate
“Football is the last thing on
my mind. It’s easy for us sit-
ting in homes to talk about
what we miss doing. We’re
fortunate. There are so many
out there who are struggling
to get meals, and don’t have
a roof over their heads. 

“When things get back to
normal, football will happen
again. But you have to think
about the battle faced by pe-
ople who will be beginning
from scratch. 

“You have to be grateful,”
he said.

‘Football the last thing on my mind’
It’s important to take care of physical and mental health, says Chhetri 

Ashwin Achal

Bengaluru

The bigger picture: Sunil Chhetri feels that keeping active and
staying "t will work wonders under the circumstances.

* FILE PHOTO: K. MURALI KUMAR 

<> You have to think
about the battle
faced by people who
will be beginning
from scratch. You
have to be grateful

His unorthodox batting
stance has left many befud-
dled, but Steve Smith says
though it depends on a num-
ber of factors, he generally
positions himself outside
the o!-stump to limit ways
in which he can be
dismissed.

Smith, the World’s No. 1
Test batsman, has amassed
7227 runs in 73 Tests and
4162 runs in ODIs with an
unconventional technique,
which many have failed to
decode.

During a podcast organ-
ised by his IPL team Rajas-
than Royals, Smith opened
up about the unusual tech-
nique to New Zealand spin-
ner Ish Sodhi.

The Royals’ skipper said:
“It depends on who’s bow-
ling, how is the wicket play-
ing, how I gonna score and
stu! like that or how people
are trying to get me out,

probably that determines
how open I am or otherwise
how closed I am.

Visual judgement
“But my general stance
where my back foot is going
to almost o! stump, or may
be even outside at stages, I
know that anything outside
my eyeline isn’t hitting the
stumps,” he said. 

“For me, you shouldn’t
get out if the ball is not hit-
ting the stumps, so that is
just a trick from me when I
#rst started doing it, just lim-
iting the ways I get out,” he
explained.

The 30-year-old said his
o!-stump stance helps him
to leave the ball which are
outside his line of sight.

“Sometimes, I get
trapped in front but I’m
okay with that at stages,
knowing that if it is outside
my eyeline, I don’t need to
try and play the ball, I can
just leave that,” he said.

A ploy to limit ways of getting out: Smith
The run-machine explains rationale
behind his unusual batting stance

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

Logical reasoning: Steve Smith says his stance depends on the
bowler or the playing surface. * FILE PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN

Japan to end display 
of Olympic Flame
TOKYO

The Olympic flame, kept for
public display in the
Fukushima region since last
week, will be removed,
officials said on Tuesday. The
country is bracing for a state
of emergency due to the
coronavirus pandemic that has
forced the postponement of
Tokyo 2020 to next year. AFP

Veteran o!-spinner Harbha-
jan Singh says he won’t
mind an IPL played in emp-
ty stadiums but the event
should go ahead when the
COVID-19 pandemic is
brought under control as
several livelihoods are de-
pendent on the it.

“Spectators are impor-
tant, but if the situation aris-
es, I don’t mind playing
without them. Yes, as a
player I won’t get the vibe,
but this will ensure that ev-
ery fan will get to watch IPL
on television,” Harbhajan,
who plays for Chennai Sup-
er Kings, told Star Sports’
Cricket Connected.

Priority
“We will have to be cautious
about everything and
should prioritise players’ sa-
fety by ensuring that the
match venues, team hotels,
"ights are properly sani-
tised. A lot of lives are on the
line so we should organise

the IPL when everything is
#ne,” he added.

The BCCI has suspended
the IPL till April 15.

Harbhajan said he is
keeping himself #t for the
league as and when it
happens.

“I hope that the IPL hap-
pens soon, till then I will
keep myself #t,” said the 39-
year-old veteran of 103
Tests. 

Ready to play in empty
stadiums: Harbhajan
Press Trust of India

Mumbai 

Harbhajan... optimistic.
* FILE PHOTO: K. PICHUMANI

New dates for World
Team TT Championships 
LAUSANNE

The World Team Table Tennis
Championships, originally
scheduled for March 2020,
will now he held from
September 27 to October 4,
the International Table Tennis
Federation (ITTF) announced
on Tuesday. PTI

Italy and Catalonia
MotoGPs postponed
PARIS

The start of the MotoGP
season has been pushed back
to June-end at the earliest
after organisers on Tuesday
postponed the Italian GP
(May 31) and Catalonian GP
(June 7) due to the
coronavirus. The first race of
the season is now scheduled
for Germany on June 21. AFP

No NBA decisions likely
until May: Silver 
LOS ANGELES

NBA Commissioner Adam
Silver says he thinks it will be
at least May before any
decision can be made about
resumption of the 2019-20
season that was shut down
amid the coronavirus
pandemic. Silver also said the
league was considering
resuming play without fans,
whether in NBA arenas, at
practice facilities or in a single
site tournament-style
playoffs. AFP

Nick Kyrgios o"ers to
personally drop o" food
SYDNEY

Controversial tennis star Nick
Kyrgios has offered to deliver
food persnally to people
finding themselves hungry
during the coronavirus
lockdown. “Please don’t go to
sleep with an empty stomach.
Even just for a box of
noodles, a loaf of bread or
milk. I will drop it off at your
doorstep, no questions
asked!” he said in an
Instagram post late on
Monday. AFP

Former Real and Barca
coach Antic passes away 
MADRID

Serbian coach Radomir Antic,
the only person to manage
Atletico Madrid, Real Madrid
and Barcelona, died on
Monday at the age of 71
following a long illness. His
first stint at one of Spain’s big clubs came during a 10-month
spell with Real in 1991-92. Antic managed Atletico across three
different spells between 1995 and 2000 and Barcelona during
the second part of the 2002-03 campaign. AFP

La Liga eyeing May
return, says Tebas 
MADRID

La Liga could return to action
as early as next month, its
president Javier Tebas said on
Tuesday, following the
coronavirus shutdown. Tebas
also warned clubs could lose
as much as #1 billion if the
season is not completed. AFP

The Australian cricketers
were so keen on
protecting their lucrative
IPL deals that they felt
“scared” of sledging India
captain Virat Kohli and his
teammates during a
particular period, former
skipper Michael Clarke
has claimed.

“Everybody knows how
powerful India are as
regards the #nancial part
of the game,
internationally or
domestically with the
IPL,” Clarke told Big
Sports Breakfast.

“I feel that Australian
cricket and probably
every other team over a
little period were too
scared to sledge Kohli or
the other Indian players
because they had to play
with them in April,” the
World Cup-winning
Australian skipper said,
dropping a bombshell.

Compromised
Clarke believes that some
of Australia’s ruthless
on-#eld character got
compromised because the
top-10 draws at the IPL
auctions gave an
impression that they
would never sledge Kohli.

“Name a list of ten
players and they are

bidding for these
Australian players to get
into their IPL team,” he
said.

“The players were like:
‘I’m not going to sledge
Kohli, I want him to pick
me for Bangalore so I can
make my USD1 million for
my six weeks’

“I feel like that’s where
Australia went through
that little phase where our
cricket became a little bit
softer or not as hard as
we’re accustomed to
seeing,” Clarke said about
the time after the ball-
tampering scandal when
terms like “Elite honesty”
were propagated.

India and Australia have
always had a #ery on-#eld
chemistry.

Aussies went soft on
Kohli and India: Clarke
‘Were too scared to sledge players
to protect their IPL deals’

Press Trust of India

Melbourne

Clarke and Kohli. * PTI

World Athletics suspends Olympic qualification period
LONDON

World Athletics on Tuesday suspended the qualification period for
the Tokyo Olympics until December 2020. “Qualification for the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games is suspended effective from 6 April
2020 until 30 November 2020 included,” World Athletics said in
a statement. “Subject to the global situation returning to normal,
the qualification period will resume on 1 December 2020 and
continue to the new qualification deadline in 2021 set by the
International Olympic Committee.” PTI

Former India paddler and
reigning Telangana No. 1
Aman Balgu is doing his bit
during the time of COVID-19.

With the help of a few
friends, the 31-year-old, an
Income Tax Inspector in
Hyderabad, has been distri-
buting sanitisers and face
masks to Police stations in

Nampally, Punjagutta and
Banjara Hills areas. 

Balgu has also distributed
food packets to migrant la-
bourers and an orphanage.

“We distributed 1,000
sanitizers and around 500
masks to a few police sta-
tions. 

“We went to the police
area heads and they handed
over them to others,” Balgu

said. “It is because of my
friend Aloysious D’Souza,
Managing Director, Optimus
Manufacturing Ltd., that we
are able to do this.”

He also distributed food
packets to non-local labour-
ers. 

“They are from Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh, have no ra-
tion cards and are not eligi-
ble for any Government
schemes. We distributed
packets to 100 such families
in Banjara Hills, all with the
help of policemen,” Balgu,
who was India No. 3 in 2008,
said. 

He also gave away 80
packets of shampoo and
soaps, among other things,
to an orphanage in
Secunderabad.

“No motivation is re-
quired to help the needy. I
will continue to do it,” Balgu,
who was part of the Telanga-
na men’s team which won
the bronze in the last senior
National in Hyderabad and
the Indian team in the Com-
monwealth Games, Asian
championships and SAF
Games, said.

Aman Balgu makes a di!erence
in these tough times
Former India paddler is doing his bit for the society
K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI

Helping hand: Balgu, right, and his friends distributed masks
and food packets in Hyderabad recently. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 




























































































































Foreign Portfolio vs. Foreign Direct Investment: An Overview

Foreign investment, quite simply, is investing in a country other than your home one. It involves 
capital flowing from one country to another and foreigners having an ownership interest or a say in 
the business. Foreign investment is generally seen as a catalyst for economic growth and can be 
undertaken by institutions, corporations, and individuals.



When making foreign investments, investors have to consider economic factors as well as other risk 
factors, such as political instability and currency exchange risk. These factors can be used to 
decide if an investment should be direct or through a portfolio.



Foreign Direct Investment

Foreign direct investment (FDI) involves establishing a direct business interest in a foreign country, 
such as buying or establishing a manufacturing business, building warehouses, or buying 
buildings.1



Foreign direct investment tends to involve establishing more of a substantial, long-term interest in 
the economy of a foreign country.1 Due to the significantly higher level of investment required, 
foreign direct investment is usually undertaken by multinational companies, large institutions, or 
venture capital firms. Foreign direct investment tends to be viewed more favorably since they are 
considered long-term investments, as well as investments in the well-being of the country itself.



At the same time, the nature of direct investment, such as creating or acquiring a manufacturing 
facility, makes it much more difficult to liquidate or pull out of the investment. For this reason, direct 
investment is usually undertaken with essentially the same attitude as establishing a business in 
one's own country—with the intention of making the business profitable and continuing its 
operation indefinitely. Direct investment includes having control over the business invested in and 
being able to manage it directly, but it also involves more risk, work, and commitment.



Foreign Portfolio Investment




Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) refers to investing in the financial assets of a foreign country, such 
as stocks or bonds available on an exchange. This type of investment is at times viewed less 
favorably than direct investment because portfolio investments can be sold off quickly and are at 
times seen as short-term attempts to make money, rather than a long-term investment in the 
economy.



Portfolio investment typically has a shorter time frame for investment return than direct investment. 
As with any equity investment, foreign portfolio investors usually expect to quickly realize a profit on 
their investments.



As securities are easily traded, the liquidity of portfolio investments makes them much easier to sell 
than direct investments. Portfolio investments are more accessible for the average investor than 
direct investments because they require much less investment capital and research.



KEY TAKEAWAYS

Foreign direct investment is building or purchasing businesses and their associated infrastructure in 
a foreign country.

Foreign portfolio investment is purchasing securities of foreign countries, such as stock and bonds, 
on an exchange.

Direct investment is seen as a long-term investment in the country's economy, while portfolio 
investment can be viewed as a short-term move to make money.

Direct investment is likely only suitable for large corporations, institutions, and private equity 
investors.



Marginal Cost of Lending Rate: It came into effect in April 2016. 

It is a benchmark lending rate for floating-rate loans.

This is the minimum interest rate at which commercial banks can lend.

This rate is based on four components—the marginal cost of funds, negative carry on account of 
cash reserve ratio, operating costs and tenor premium.

MCLR is linked to the actual deposit rates. Hence, when deposit rates rise, it indicates the banks 
are likely to hike MCLR and lending rates are set to go up.

Base Rate: Banks stopped lending on base rate from April 2016. 

Loans taken between June 2010 and April 2016 from banks were on base rate.

During the period, base rate was the minimum interest rate at which commercial banks could lend 
to customers.

Base rate is calculated on three parameters — the cost of fund, unallocated cost of resources and 
return on net worth. Hence, the rate depended on individual banks and they changed it whenever 
their cost of funds and other parameters changed.

Benchmark Prime Lending Rate: BPLR was used as benchmark rate by banks for lending till June 
2010. 

Under it, bank loans were priced on the actual cost of funds.

However, the BPLR was subverted, resulting in an opaque system. The bulk of wholesale credit 
(loans to corporate customers) was contracted at sub-BPL rates and it comprised nearly 70% of all 
bank credit.

Under this system, banks were subsidising corporate loans by charging high interest rates from 
retail and small and medium enterprise customers.
































































